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Parents often make the mistake of thinking that the work they are doing
with their "minors" is also minor, that nothing counts much until the children
are all grown up; but it is a rock-hard fact that they are becoming what we are
talking, training, and living before them now, while they are still moldable
material: Parents are in the process of rearing adults.
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EDITORIAL

EVANGELISM IS
THE
ANSWER!

J.C. Choate

Editor - in - Chief

The idea of envangelism involves

preaching the gospel, converting souls
from sin, and spreading salvation. This
is how Christ lived, what He taught, and what His followers practiced. The
full message of the gospel was preached for the first time in approximately
A.D. 33, and within less than 30 vears it had been taken to all the world.
What a story!

Jesus was ever on the move during His personal ministry. He went to
the villages and to the cities. He spoke to the multitudes and to individuals.
He used physical acts to teach spiritual lessons. No man ever spoke with
greater authority or showed the power of God more clearly in His mighty

works. Truly, He was the Son of God.

Calling twelve men, known as apostles, Jesus taught them and trained
them to carry on His work after His death, burial, and resurrection. Some
of His final words were, "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you:
and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen"
(Matthew 28:19,20). Just before returning to the Father, He said to the




apostles, "But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come
upon you: and ve shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all

Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth" (Acts
1:8). ‘

Turning to Acts 2, we read of Jews coming from all over the world
to celebrate Pentecost, a Jewish feast day. This was not by accident. The
Lord planned it this way. With the apostles receiving the power of the Holy
Spirit to guide them into all the truth, and with the gospel being preached
for the first time in fact, from this very first day the good news began to
be taken to all of the world. Some 3,000 people who heard the message,
believed it, repented of their sins, were gladly baptized, and the Lord added
those that should be saved to His church.

But this was just the beginning. The gospel was preached again and
again in Jerusalem and throughout Judaea, with similar results. Then Philip
taught in Samaria and many were baptized, both men and women (Acts
1:8).

In Acts 8 we read that Philip preached Christ to a man from Ethiopia.
This resulted in his conversion and, no doubt, on returning to his home he
was responsible for planting the cause of Christ there. In both Acts 8 and
9 we read of Saul, a man who severely persecuted the Lord’'s people, but
with his conversion he became a great spokesman for Jesus, making three
missionary journeys in which many souls were converted and numerous
congregations of the Lord's church were established in both Asia and
Europe. In Acts 10 the record tells us of Cornelius and his household -
Gentiles - who became Christians after hearing the gospel. Now the message

of salvation was truly being taken to all mankind!

Although there was persecution of Christians from the beginning, with
Peter and John being warned by the High Priest and the Council of the

Jews not to continue to preach Christ, this did not stop the disciples. Steven




was martyred and James was slain by Herod, but these acts, and the many
others, did not slow the spread of Christianity. Rather, they served as fuel
on the fire, causing it to burn even more brightly. The persecuted "were

scattered abroad" but they "went everywhere preaching the word" (Acts 8).

As a result of these things, within less than 30 years the gospel was
taken into all the world (Colossians 1.23). There were fewer people back
then, but there were many obstacles. They had the gospel but they did not
have the written word. They did not have the methods of transportation and
communication we take for granted in our age. Yet, they did the work God

gave them to do, and the world was forever changed.

Today we have the same great commission. What does that commission

mean to you and me? Do we take it personally? Do we intend to obey it?

So far, most individual Christians and most congregations have done
very little about our Lord’s commission. As result, we are faced with many
problems, both outside and inside the church. How can we expect to please

God when we fail to do what He has asked us to do?

Will we never learn? Look at the world today with all of its evil,
ungodliness, materialism, and outright unbelief. How can these things benefit
anyone? As the world grows worse through the influence of sin, will
Christians not also suffer grave consequences? Even the problems in our
personal lives and in the church itself are the result of our failure to yive

ourselves to the Lord and to do the work He has asked us to do.

How can we turn this fragedy around? By simply
repenting and becoming serious about world evangelism.
Evangelism is the answer. Today! Right now!



ASSOCIATE EDITORIAL

Needed: @

Convenant
@ith our Gyes

(Job 31:1)

Byron Nichols
Managing Editor

In the course of his great endurance test, the remarkable Job
made this statement of great significance: "I have made a covenant
with my eyes; Why then should I look upon a young woman? (Job
31:1). Just what is it that Job is saying here? What does he mean
when he says that he had made a "convenant" with his eyes? He is
saying that he had made an agreement, a commitment, a vow, a
pledge to himself.

In the Second part of the verse Job talks about "looking" upon
a young woman. Here he had reference to more than just casually
fooking at or seeing a young woman. The "looking" that he is talking
about is the idea of looking intently, looking with impure thoughts,
looking with [ust. Thus, Job is saying, "I have made an agreement
with my eyes, that they are not going to be used to cause me to



unduly desire a woman in a way that is wrong in the eyes of God. I
have made a commitment that I am not going to let myself look
lustfully upon a woman. I have pledged to myself that I am not going
to allow my eyes to cause me to sin."

This covenant is truly something that all mankind, especially
Christians, should make a part of their lives. The wisdom of Joh is
exhibited ‘by these great words. He had somehow come to realize
the importance of what Jesus would say several centuries later in
Matthew 5:27-30. In that passage Lord told the multitude, "You have
heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not commit adultery.’
But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to fust for her has
already committed adultery with her in his heart" (verses 27,28).
This is exactly the kind of "looking" against which Job had made a
convenant with his eyes. Certainly he was wise in doing so, for Jesus
proceeded to point out in the next verse, "And if your right eye causes
you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable
for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole hody to
be cast into hell" (verse 29). I'm confident that Jesus worded this
verse this way for the sake of emphasis, yet 1 have no doubt
whatsoever that He also intended for us to realize that it truly would
be to our eternal advantage to literally have our eye removed from
our body, if that were the only way that we could avoid sinning.

David had an "eye problem" occasionally (remember
Bathsheba), but in a more thoughtful moment he wrote, "I will set
nothing worked before my eyes" (Psalm 101:3). There is indeed some
truth in the saying that "what I don't see won't hurt me." Certainly
that saying is not accurate in every circumstance, but it undoubtedly
is true when it comes to avoiding temptation and sin by not allowing



our eyes to even look upon the situation.

In 2 Peter 2:14 Peter spoke of some people "having eyes full of
adultery and that cannot cease from sin ...." Friends, every one of us,
both male and female, is susceptible to being like those folks. It can
and does happen. But, it doesn't have to happen. We can, with God's
help, keep it from happening. Remember the assurance given to us
all in I Corinthians 10:13 - "No temptation has overtaken you except
such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you
to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation
will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it."
There it is - we can conquer even the temptations of sensuality. We
must do so if we are to be pleasing to the Lord and if we are serious
about wanting to go to heaven.

Every married person needs to make the same covenant that
Job made. It is imperative that each one truly commit himself/herself
to never allow his/her eyes to look upon any other person in such a
way as to place a strain on the marriage relationship or to place his/
her own soul in danger. Let me especially plead with those who are
making marriage plans to do their very best to understand the
seriousness of entering into such a relationship, and to make a
covenant with their eyes that they will always "have eyes" only for
that one special person whom they plan to marry.

A "roving eye" can be a part of anyone's body, but it can be a
part of us only if we allow it. Job had a choice - he could be in control,
or he could allow himself to be controlled. You and I have the same
choice. What will we choose? Let us all make a covenant with our
eyes.
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(Our God - A Consuming Fire)
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When the
Spirit

, Stirs

U Be not encrusted with the

barnacles of yesterddy

: Which seethe and drip with

The indignation of coruption.

But rather bathe in His

Righteousness
When the Spirit stirs
Waters to healing

- Ima Keeling Huff
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NO AMOUNT OF TRUTH IN
THE HEAD MAKES UP FOR A
LACK OF LOVE IN THE
HEART.

Il;:r influence. J

the way ouat?

If all of us are sinners, the
most important information we
can learn is the method for
cleansing our souls. More than
food and housing, we need
forgiveness. We need peace of
heart. How do we find the
way out? How do we avoid
the penalty for sin, which is
spiritual death?

The Bible declares in
Romans 8:1, "There is there
fore now no condemnation to
those who are in Christ Jesus,
who do not walk according to
the flesh, but according to the
Spirit."

If escape is in Christ Jesus,
where do we learn about Him?
In John 5:39, Jesus said, "You
search the Scriptures, for in
them you think you have
eternal life; and these are they
which testify of Me."

Some times people
deliberately avoid studying,
hoping that they will be spared,
punishment, even if they are
wrong, because of their
"ignorance". But ignorance is
no excuse. We must search to
learn the truth. We owe this
to ourselves and to those under
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feel,
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Do more lhan listen -~
understand
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Why

As I Journey through

this land
Of sin and pain and

death,

I see people all around
me

Strive for things they
cannot get,

And T think about the
question
Asked by Christ long years
ago:

Where inis all the

profit

If a man shall lose his
soul?

- Betty Burton Choate
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Beginnings

Emerging from the new birth
By water and the Spirit

One becomes a new creature
With heart facing toward
Christ.

Brightness of His Light illuminates
And love envelops the soul.
An impulse to help others to
the Perfect Way

Inspires a sharing of His Word.

Pastures become green and
Living Waters

Gush forth in pure streams
around.

The Loving
spreads His arms
Enfolding His own to guide
and protect.

Shepherd

The Highway of Light leads on
and on

To higher ground.

And in the end,

A Dbright beginning in a New
Eternal World

-Ima Keeling Huff
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The Importance of
Visitors

Visitors are the most important
people in the meetings of the
church.

Visitors are not dependent on
us; we are dependent upon our
visitors because members are
first visitors.

Visitors are not an interruption
to our fellowship, but make
fellowship sweeter and more
purposeful.

Visitors do us a favor when they
come in. We are not doing them
a favor by serving them.

Visitors are not just statistics.
They are flesh and blood human
beings with feelings and
emotions like ours.

Visitors are people who come
to us with needs and wants. It is
our job to meet them.

Visitors are deserving of the
most courteous and attentive
treatment we can give them.

Visitors are the life blood of this
and every other church.

Without them, we would have
to close our doors. Don't ever
forget it, Jesus came for all
people.

Make an effort to give all our
Visitors a royal welcome!
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The Book of Philippians for adults

Cross out the letters of the false statements.

Write the remaining letters on the line below, beginning at the bottom.

ToOmMmMeco=-—~wmwomzrrmz-1o0oImMmzZr w O X IO

Paul wrote the book of Phillippians.

Paul was writing to other prisoners.

The saints at Phillippi were partners with Paul in the Gospel.

We are encouraged to love more and more.

Because Paul was beaten and in Prison, his ministry was hindered.
Christ will be honored either in life or death.

Once we believe in Christ, we don't have to suffer.

Paul's joys would be complete if everyone would be of the same mind.
Paul encouraged us to prefer each other.

Pau! objected to those who preached Christ from wrong motives.

Christ's life is to be our example for living.

At Jesus' name, every knee shall bow and tongue confess Jesus is Lord.
it is all right to grumble when asked to help in the church.

Paul was going to send Timothy and Barnabass to Phillipi.

Epaphroditus nearly died for the sake of Christ.

Paul tired of writing encouragement to the people of Phillippi.

Whatever gain Paul had in himself, he counted it as loss.

Paul continued to press on toward the goal of the upward call of God.
Because of Paul's ancestry, he was righteous in God's eyes.

Our bodies will be changed to be like Christ's.

Everyone at the church was in harmony and agreement.

We should not be anxious about anything

There were no Christians in Caesar's household when Paul was in Rome.
We should be content in whatever situation we are.

Christ will help us in all things.

Epaphroditus kept the gift that was sent to Paul.

God will supply all our needs according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.
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(Can We be Saved the Same Way as the Thief on the Cross?)
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Open it when you're in sorrow
That God may speak to your heart;
He will give you hope for the morrow,
Hope that will never depart.

Open it up in your gladness,

Open it when happy your day; N
Let sunshine be turned to sadness, ﬂ} \
If you are tempted to stray. ¢
Open it in your youth, 9
4

It will help in all your trials
To know God's wonderful truth,
When Satan your heart beguiles. (

Open it when you are grown
With burdens so heavy to bear,
And know you are never alone,

Your load He wishes to share.

Open it when in old age,
You long to be with your Lord,

And you will find on each page
The hope of eternal reward.

- Unknown
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HEAR THE VOICE OF TRUTH
ON RADIO SRILANKA

TELUGU : Sunday, Monday, Wednesday & Thursday,
2:00 p.m. - 2.15 p.m.

: Every Saturday 6:30 a.m. on Teja Channel.
Every Tuesday at 6:30 a.m. on MAA Channel.
Every Thursday at 7:00 a.m. on Vissa Chan-
nel.

Speakers: Joshua Gootam & Ricky Gootam.
P0. Box. 80, Kakinada-533 001.

: Sunday 6:45 p.m. 7.00 p.m. and
Thursday, 6:45 p.m. 7.00 p.m.

Speaker: Sunny David,
P.0. Box 3815. New Delhi - 110049.

: Monday, Tuesday, Wédnesday, Thursday and
Friday 5:30 p.m. to 5:45 p.m.
Speaker: PR. Swamy.
P.0. Box 8405, Bangalore - 560084.
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MALAYALAM : Friday, 3.45 p.m. - 4.00 p.m.
Speaker: PK. Varghese, P0O. Box 5540,
- Thrivandrum - 695043 (Kerala).
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Please write to these addresses for Bible correspondence courses,

Magazines, and other Christian literature in your language.
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All of these Programmes are sponsored by

O Churches of Christ
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