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EpiTORIAL

GRACE AND
TRUTH

J.C.CHOATE
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Grace simply defined is unmerited
favor, a gift not earned or even de-
served.

Chirst explained grace in these well-
known words, "For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten
~ Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into
the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be
saved" (John 3:16,17). Paul explained it like this, "But God commendeth
his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us"
(Romans 5:8).

The Apsotle continued by saying, "For all have sinned and come short of
the glory of God; Being justified freely by his grace through the redemp-
tion that is in Christ Jesus..."(Romans 3:23,24). "For as by one man's dis-
obedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many
be made righteous. Moreover the law entered, that the offense might abound,
But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound: That as sin hath
reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto
eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord" (Romans 5:19-21). "For sin shall not
have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace"
(Romans 6:14). Along with this, remember that John wrote, "For the law
was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ" (John 1:17).
Reading on with the words of Paul, he said, "For you know the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became
poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich"(2 corinthians 8:9).




In other words, all of these verses are saying that we were in sin, lost,
without hope, unable to save ourselves or to do enough good works to earn
our salavation. Furthermore, keeping the law (law of moses) or living alone
could not save us. Rather, it took the death of Christ, the shedding of His
blood, and the grace and mercy extended through that gift to make it pos-
sible for us to be saved in this world and in the world to come.

Paul explained it like this: "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man
should boast" (Ephesians 2:8,9). Please note that he says we are saved by
grace (God'part) through faith (man's part).

But someone might argue that while God's part is grace, man doesn't
really have a part. Certainly, as Paul went on to state, we cannot save
ourselves or be saved by doing the works of the law, but still man has a
part. The Bible nowhere teaches that salvation is by grace alone or by faith
alone. God's Grace is there in that He has provided the means of salvation
is by grace alone or by faith alone. God's grace is there in that He has
provided the means of Faith is also thare in that we must believe in God,
and accept the sacrifice that Christ made for us , to the extent that we will
obey the Lord's will and remain faithful to Him.

Even when we have obeyed His commands to be saved and to be added
to His church, so that we can worship Him in sprit and in truth and live the
faithful Christian life, these things alone are not enough to save us. After
we have done all that God requires, still, if we are saved, it will be by the
grace of God.

But even all the grace of God cannot save us if we refuse to obey His will
and walk in His ways all the days of our life. Paul not only says in Ephesains
2:8,9 that we are saved by grace through faith, but he goes on to say in
Ephesains 2:10, "For we are his workmanship created in Christ Jesus unto
good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them"

In Titus 3:37, Paul wrote, "For we ourselves also were sometimes fool-
ish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in
malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another. But after that the kind-
ness and love of God our saviour toward man appeared, Not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved



us, by the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost; Which
he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our saviour; That being
justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of
eternal life." The inspired writer is saying that man was lost, but because
of the love, grace, and mercy of God, and because of man's obedience to
God in being washed (baptized) and receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit
(Mark 16:1; Acts 2:38), then he is saved by the grace of God and has the
hope of eternal life. Paul also stresses that this is not accomplished by the
works of our own righteousness but by the mercy and grace of God. Again,
that grace covers us only as we comply with the Lord's will.

Some are prone to teach that we are saved by the grace of God only
separate and apart from anything that we might do. There are others who
reason that the religious world is not perfect, and neither are we as the
Lord's people, and therefore, God's grace will finally save everyone, re-
gardless of their error. These are false views of the Lord's teaching. There
is a great deal of difference between the way God deals with His imperfect
children who have been scripurally born into His family, and with thsoe
who have not ever experienced that new birth.

Paul could have used the same reasoning in his time concerning false
teachers, and all of those in error, but he did not. Rather, he said of the
Galatians, "I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that another;
but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Chirist.
But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you
than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we
said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto
you than that you have received, let him be accursed"(Galatians 1:7-9).

From these scriptures we must conclude that grace will not cover igno-
rance of the truth, our failure or refusal to obey it, religious error, or un-
faithfulness.

God has therefore extend His grace to us and provided salavation for us,
but we must believe in Him enough to accept the salavation He offers.
Even after we do all that He requires of us, still it will take His grace to
give us a home in heaven. If we refuse to comply with His will, however,
not even His grace can give us that eternal reward.

%



ASSOCIATE EDITORIAL

What SHouLD

WEe PreacH

Byron Nichols
Managing Editor

As people belonging to God, having been
bought with the blood of His Son, we will
undoubtedly want to please and honor Him
wiht our preaching and teaching. But the
qustion is - just what does He want
preached?

In trying to answer this question, I don't
want to be guilty of being overly simplis-
tic, but I do believe that there is a very
simple answer to this vitally important question. The apsotle Paul furnishes
the answer:

"I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will
judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: Preach the
word! Be ready in season, out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort with all
longsuffering and teaching. for the time will come when they will not endure
sound doctine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching
ears, they will heap up for themselves teacheres; and they will turn their ears
away from the turth, and be turned aside to fables' (2 Timothy 4:1-4).

Here we have our answer - ""Preach the Word!" But almost immediately
another question arises - why preach the word? there are three good reasons
which come to mind at once. (1) Because God said to. That ought to be
sufficient by God, it reveals to some extent the mind of the Lord (2 Timothy
3:16). The other reason that we will mention here is (3) because the Word is
for our benefit (2 Timothy 3:17). The inspired Scriptures have been given to
us so that, as men of god, we can be complete, mature, fully developed, "thor-
oughly equipped for every good work".

People of God must be people of God's Word. Preachers who faithfully
preach the Word help their hearers become able to rightly devide the Word, to
hadle it properly (2 Timothy 2:15). The Word has the power to mould and
shape our lives in such a way that we can be an honor to Him. The Word is
able to save our souls (James 1:21). This happens when we become submis-




sive and obedient to the Word as it instructs us.

The Word is what we need to hear, and once we learn to let it govern our
lives, we will actually desire to hear the Word, rather than the flowery speeches
of men who are willing to compromise themselves and the truth in order to
attract and please people.

Why would one who loves god prefer to listen to messages that do not come
from the Word, especially when Jesus makes the emphatic point that His
words willl be the basis for judgment in the last day (John 12:48)? Paul cer-
tainly understood the significance of what Jesus said. In Galatains, chapter
one, he strongly warned against the preaching of any gospel which was dif-
ferent from what he had been preaching. It isn't hard at all to determine what
he had been preaching. We can read it for ourselves in the book of Acts, and
in the New Testament letters which he wrote. He faithfully and consistently
preached the Word and only the Word! This made it possible for Paul to
honestly say to the elders of the church in Ephesus, "Therefore tesify to you
this day that I am innocent of the blood of all men. For I have not shunned to
declare to you all the counsel of God " (Acts 20:26,27).

Some object, saying that those who emphasize the Word tend to be hard,
intolertant, inconsiderarte, and unloving. There is absoluetly no excuse for
abusing the Word (or the hearers) by using it as a club or a weapon with wich
to hurt people. Nothing could be further from the purpose of God. But, friends,
it is very possible to preach the Word in such a way as to be properly de-
scribed as kind, compassionate, tender, and loving. I know this is true. Go
with me back to Acts 20 and notice verses 36-38. These men to whom Paul
had declared "all the counsel of God" were now weeping greatly, falling on his
neck and kissing him, and showing their great sorrow after learning that they
would apparently never see him again in this life. Through his preaching and
his life Paul had shcwn them that he cared very deeply for them, and that
feeling was then returned to him. So it is very possible to boldly "preach the
Word" and not be unloving, unkind, uncaring. Rather, I believe that truly preach-
ing the Word is indeed being caring, kind and loving .

Preachers, love the Lord and those to whom you preach enough to "preach
the Word," doing so with. courage, conviction, and boldness, but always with
love (Ephesians 4:15). Elders, insist that nothing but the Word be preached,
and see to it that your congregations once again perodically hear sermons on
basic, fundamental Bible doctrines. Christians, study the Word, and commend
those preachers and elders who are faithful in preaching and standing for the
same.
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In the Circle of My Arms
You came into the circle In his care.
of my arms No law demands that
Those many years ago Ever
And I held you there. Must His own outgrow His
And loving you. arms

Drying Your tears

And brushing away the hut.
Life decrees that children
must grow up

And leave a mother's care

[ cannot reach you now

So, instead.

[ trust you to the circle of
God's

greater arms....

But the ache is there for you,
The loneliness, the love,
And I feel an emptiness
without you near

In my hurting heart

[ think of God who also holds
His children

Yet, some, in blindness
Wander off into the world
And wrap themselves in sin
Beyond His reach.

[ think of how I hurt

In longing

For those beyond my care;
And I think

How God must hurt

When those He loves

Walk on.

Beyond the circle of His arms,
Beyond His furthest reach
And die somewhere out there
Alone

- Betty Burton Choate
A World Apart
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Were there is no night
We could not read
the stars;

The heavens would

turn into a blinding
glare;

Freedom best seen is

Through the prison
bars
And rough seas make

The haven passing fair

ﬂa Wournerd
PPy

We cannot measure
Joys

But by their loss;
When blessings fade
away,

We see them then;
Our richest clusters
Grow around the cross
And in the high time

Angels sing to men

- Author Unknown
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(God, The Persistence of His presence)
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Who has measured all the waters
In the hollow of His hand?

And meted out the heavens

In one great and sweeping span?
Who can comprehend the
measure

Of the dust upn the earth?

And then, Just for His Pleasure,
Weigh the mountains for their
girth?

To whom can we compare Him

- Who the storms of life can tame?
Who counts the stars in heaven,
And then calls them all by name?
oh, all the grass will wither,

All the Grass

Will Wither

And the flowers will all fade,
But God's word will live forever
His foundations have been laid!

Let us be His fruitful servants,

Knowing He, the faithful
prutnes,

For He heals the broken
hearted,

And He binds up all their
wounds.

Let us praise His name forever,
worship, glorify, adore;

There's no other who is
worthy:

Let us praise our matchelss lord.

- James E. Tate
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Was the message

There are many books
which claim to be massages
from God. Among all of them,
though, the Bible is unique.

Though 40 writers were
inspired by God, spanning
“more than 1500 years of time,
the message of the Bible is one
unified story. Like a jig-saw
puzzle, the pieces fit together.
The Bible tells us of man's
of his fall

righteousness, of

from
God's
outreach to him, and of how

origin,

man can ultimately be restored

to God.

Wherever the Bible alludes

to history, science,

spoken by God?

archaeology, the nature of man
, or to any other body of facts,
it has proven itself to be true.
Enemies of the Bible have never
discredited it.

" All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for instruction in
righteousness, that the man of
be
thoroughly equipped for every
good work" (2 Timothy
3:16,17). Those who are
inspired by God for their

god may complete,

direction in his life and for
preparation for eternal life with

“him.
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Don’t Quit Preaching
When things go wrong as they sometimes do
And you've preached your heart out the whole night through
People falling out of windows and screeching their chairs,
And looking up at you with big blank stares.

They shake your hand, saying, "Preacher, that's good"
You say, "Carry that message to your neighborhood"
And you see the shock in their bleary eyes.

If they remembered the topic, it would be a surprise.

But preach on, brother, 'cause you'll save a few,
And that's all the Good Lord exepcts of you.
You're in the company of some mighty men,

So take new courage, and preach again.

-Jessie Granville
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There is Naught this side of Haven

Earthly life is like a vision,

Men is fantasies extol,
But the earth has no provision
That will satisfy the soul.

Here the house the soul is wearing
May be nourished well with deeds,
Be content with earthly caring,
But the soul has greater needs.

Flesh may joy in worldly pleasure,
Happy on the earth to trod,

Count its thrills and trifles treasure,
But the soul must be with God.

On the earth cannot be given

What eternal it requires,

There is naught this side of Heaven
To fulfill the soul's desires.

- Harry Presley
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"l Have Finished the Race"

All of those workouts before the race;

Just remember to keep your pace.

The starter shouts, "Runners, get ready"

Your heart beats faster, your hands are unsteady.
The gun goes off, you starts to run,

By the end of the first lap you feel you are done.
They're closing in, you keep ahead;

Just try to remember what the coach has said
One more lap, it's the loughest one;

This is when you really must run.

As you finally finish the hardest mile,

On your worn-out face is a very tired smile.

- Author Unknown
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Christ is the way-

Christ is the way-
Christ is the life-
Christ is the light-
not whither they go.

Christ is the vine-

Christ is the Rock-

Christ is...

men without Him are like
Cain, wanderers and vagabonds.

men without Him are liars, like the devil.
men without Him are dead in sin.

men without Him walk in darkness and know
men who are not in Him are withered
branches prepared for the fire

men not built on Him are carried
away by the flood of judgment.

- Author Unknown
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A Father’s prayer

Dear God, my little of three
Has said his nightly prayer to
thee. .

Before his eyes were closed
in sleep

He asked that Thou his soul
Would keep.

And 1, still kneeling at his bed,
My hand upon his tousled
head,

Do ask with deep humility
That Thou, dear Lord,
remember me.

Make me, kind Lord,

a worthy dad,

That I may lead this little lad
In pathways ever fair and
bright,

That I may keep his steps aright.
O God, his trust must never be
Destroyed or even marred by me
So for the simple things he
prayed

With childish voice so unafraid,
I, trembling, ask the same from
thee

Dear Lord, kind Lord,
remember me.

-Author Unknown
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TELUGU : Sunday, Monday, Wednesday & Thursday,
2:00 p.m. - 2.15 p.m.

TV : Every Saturday 6:30 a.m. on Teja Channel.
Speakers: Joshua Gootam & Ricky Gootam.
P.0. Box. 80, Kakinada-533 001.

HINDI : Sunday 6:45 p.m. 7.00 p.m. and
Thursday, 6:45 p.m. 7.00 p.m.

Speaker: Sunny David,
P.O. Box 3815. New Delhi - 110049.

TAMIL . Monday, Tl;esday, Wednesday, Thursday and

Friday 5:30 p.m. to 5:45 p.m.

Speaker: PR. Swamy.

PO. Box 8405, Bangalore - 560084. ‘

MALAYALAM : Friday, 3.45 p.m. - 4.00 p.m.
Speaker: PK. Varghese, P.O. Box 5540,
Thrivandrum - 695043 (Kerala).

Please write to these addresses for Bible correspondence courses,

Magazines, and other Christian literature in your language.

Churches of Christ

All of these Programmes are sponsored by
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When you were small and just a touch away

| covered you with blankets against the cold night air;

But now that you are tall and out of reach

1 fold my hands and cover you with prayers

* k% ¥

Lord, Make my life a window for your light to shine through,

And a mirror to reflect Your love to every one | meet.

* k% Xk

An elderly man astounded every one by his cheerfulness in the

When asked the secret of his cheerful disposition, he replied,
| "Well, you see, it is like this. The Bible says often, ‘And it shall

Come to pass, ‘never, ‘lt came to stay.”

* k% ¥

As well as destroy the object on which it is poured.

-- Selected

L 5

Face of physical ailments, family troubles and deferred pleasures.

Hate is like an acid. It can damage the vessel in which it is stored




