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‘ Bro. ].C. Choate entered the promised rest on February 1,2008 in USA. He worked tirelessly
‘ all his life for the cause of Christ and His Church in many lands. He along with his worthy wife
1 Betty spent most of their time on the mission fields sacrificing the comforts of their home and
‘ country. He was instrumental in providing sound christian literature not only in English but also
in many native languages of the world. He was the man behind the Voice of Truth Radio and T'V.
programs being broadcast in India in several languages. He will continue to be the Editor in Chief
of the Voice of Truth International posthumusly. We dedicate this Telugu edition to his memory
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THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST SALUTE YOU (ROMANS 16:16).




Editor-in-Chief

The Bible teaches that we are
born, physically, without sin. We are
pure, innocent, and safe. Christ said
that we as adulis, having reached the
age of accountability, knowing right
from wrong, and having thus become
sinpers (Romans 3:23), must now be
‘onveried and become as litfle children in order to enter the kingdom of
“eaven (Matthew 18:3).

We who are sinners need to be saved because we have become
ransgressors of God's law (1 John 3:4). Paul reminds us that "...the wages
of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life" (Romans 6:23).

But how can we escape sin and death? How can we be forgiven,
delivered, and transferred to a state of salvation? Christ says that if we will
believe and be baptized, He will save us (Mark 16:16). When Peter preached
10 a large crowd of people, and they became believers and wanted to know
what else they should do, he told them that they must repent and be baptized
for the remission of their sins (Acts 2:38). We are told that the Lord added
{o the church daily those who were being saved (Acts 2:47).

It is our last step of initial obedience to the Lord - baptism - which
transfers us out of the world and into Christ and his church. Baptism alone
is nothing, of course, and will do nothing for us, unless it is preceded by
faith in God and Christ, by furning from our sins - which is repentance -
and by confessing our faith in Christ as the Son of God. Then on being



baptized - buried in water to wash
away our sins, in compliance with
the Lord's instructions - we are told
that baptism saves us (I Peter 3:2.1).
The water itself does not save us but
Christ saves us because we have
been baptized according to His will.
As Peter said in 1 Peter 3:21, baptism
is not for the purpose of putting away
the filth of the flesh, or to take a bath,
but it is done to bring about a good
con-science before God.

The question then comes,
"How can one have a good con-
science before God unless he does
what God has asked him to do?" Of
course such a thing would be
impossible, so it is necessary that the
penitent believer be baptized.

Another way of putting it is
this: baptized
scripturally - buried in water and
brought forth from the water to walk
in newness of life (Romans 6:3,4) -
he experiences the new birth of
water and of the Spirit, being born
again, spiritually (John 3:3-5). Paul
explains it like this: "Therefore if any
man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new"
(2 Corinthians 5:17).

when one is

To have salvation and to be a

new creature, one must be in Christ,
and there is just one way to enter
Christ. The Apostle Paul said,
“Know ye not, that so many of us as
were baptized into Jesus Christ were
baptized into his death? Therefore
we are buried with him by baptism
into death: that like as Christ was
raised up from the dead by the glory
of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life” (Romans
6:3,4).

That’s what Paul was saying
in 2 Corinthians 5:17, that newness
of life is the result of being new
creatures or new people in Christ
Again, he said, “For ye are all the
children of God by faith in Christ
Jesus. For as many of you as have
been baptized into Christ have put
on Christ” (Galatians 3:26,27).

For example, when one puts
on a coat, is he in the coat or outside
the coat? Of course, he is inside the
coat. So when one is baptized into
Christ, that means he is in Christ, not
outside of Christ. It further means
that one is a child of God in Christ,
not outside of Christ.

Those who say that they were
saved at one point in time, and then
later they were bap tized, are saying
that they were saved outside of



Christ or without Christ. How can
that be? If the scriptures teach that
one must be in Christ to be saved,
and that it is baptism which puts one
into Christ, then that means that it
would be impossible for one to be
saved before baptism!

Again, Paul tells us in 1
Corinthians 12:13 that we are
baptized into one body, and he says
in Colossians 1:18 that the body is
the church. In Ephesians 1:22,23 he
shows that the church is the body,
and finally in Ephesians 4:4 he states
that there is only one body.

But if the one body is the
church, that means there is but one
church, and if we are baptized into
that body or that church, then there
is only one way to enter the church:
by being baptized! It’s all so very
logical!

Putting the points together,
when we obey the Lord in baptism,
we enter Christ and his church, being
born of the water and of the Spirit,
and at the same timeChrist adds us
to His church.

In a physical relationship, that
is, once we have been born into a
physical family, we will always be
in that family. We cannot be un-born.
We may be a faithful and loyal

member of our family and receive
the benefits thereof, or we may live
in such a way as to be disinherited,
but we will always be the son or
daughter of our father and mother.

The same is true spiritually.
Once we enter Christ and His church
or family, we will always be in Christ
and we will always be members of
that one family - but, we will be
either faithful or unfaithful. As a
child of God, faithful unto death, the
Lord has promised to give us a
crown of life. (Revelation 2:10).

If we are unfaithful we may
be disfellowshipped in this world by
the local congregation of the family,
and we may finally be eternally lost
if we do not repent (Matthew 25:46).
If we will repent of our sins and
return to the Lord we will be forgiven
and may again receive the benefits
that come to those who belong to the
Lord. Read the story of the prodigal
son in Luke 15 to better understand
this spiritual family relationship.

Are you in Christ? Are you a
member of His church? Are you a
fairhful child of God? If not, it is a
sad fact, but you are lost. Please hear
the Lord’s invitation to come to him
before it is too late.



ASSOCIATE EDITORIAL

Byron Nichols
Managing Editor

Have you noticed that the ferm "minister" has become the commonly
used identification of those who formerly were identified simply as "preachers”
or "gospel preachers"? Tt is noticeable in the majority of advertisements in
newspapers and brotherhood publications, in telephone directories, in church
bulletins, on business cards, in introductions, and in conversation. Some may
ask, "Is there a problem with this?" I believe there might be. '

It is not necessary to get into a detailed analysis of each Greek word
used in the New Testament and translated in English as "minister," either as a
noun or a verb. Suffice it to say that the Greek words generally denote the
concept of a servant, an attendant, a worker, or the action carried out by such a
person or persons. In other words, New Testament "ministers” were basically
people engaged in some kind of service. Even casual reading of the New
Testament introduces one to the fact that every Christian, every disciple of
Jesus Christ, is intended to be a "minister," a servant. For the sake of brevity,
let me just refer you to Romans 12 and 1 Corinthians 12. These great chapters
show quite clearly that the whole church is made up of parts that are intended
to function, serve, work, or "minister” as a unit. Each part is different, but each
has a function to fulfill. In doing his/her segment of the work, each member of
the church, the body, is working (ministering) as a minister.

Many times today the preacher is identified as the minister of the Main
Street congregation (or whatever name is appropriate). If every Christian is a
minister, the preacher is not the minister of that congregation with which he
works, or else the others in that congregation are failing to be what Christ
expects them to be. It is highly unlikely that there is a congregation anywhere
with only one minister. Even if such a situation were found, it might not be the
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preacher who was the minister - it might well be some other person in the
group who more completely measured up to the biblical designation of a minister
of Christ.

PENTA

The terms “minister,” “ministry,” and “ministering” are used in a variety
of ways in the New Testament. It is very true that there are many references to
preachers as ministers, but non-preachers are just as accurately and appropriately
identified as ministers. It is noteworthy that diverse groups of Christians were
sometimes called ministers. Such is the case in Hebrews 6:10, where the writer
is speaking to a large group of Christians in general, and he refers to their
having “ministered” unto other folks. Peter, in writing to a large and diverse
group of Christians, referred to the ministering and serving of them all (1 Peter
4:10). Paul indicated, in Romans 15:27, that the Gentile converts in Macedonia
and Achaia would be ministering, acting as ministers, as they gave of their
money to help relieve the financial needs of poor Jewish Christians in Jerusalem.

Women were clearly called ministers in the New Testament. Examples
include Peter’s mother-in-law in Matthew 8:15; many women in Matthew 27:55;
and several women in Luke 8:3. :

Itis interesting to find that people can even be ministers without realizing
it. Paul tells us that governing authorities are actually ministers of God (Romans
13:1-7). Ithink it is pretty obvious that some of them are not aware of that fact,
but it is a fact, nevertheless.

With few exceptions, the New Testament speaks of ministers and
ministering in a broad sense, including and involving all Christians, not just
those who minister primarily by preaching the Word. Every Christian is to be a
minister. Each one is to serve (minister) in every way that is approved and
intended by God, both males and females, young and old, greatly talented and
not so talented. Most of us will never be a preacher in the usual sense of the
word, and there is nothing wrong with that, but each and every Christian is to
be a minister of and for Christ.

There is certainly nothing unscriptural or wrong for the preacher to be
referred to as a minister, for such he is, but since all who are truly Christians
are ministers as well, wouldn’t it be betier, wiser, and more biblical not to
restrict the term minister just to those who are public ministers of the Word?
Again, itis true that there are different Greek words that are translated “minister”
in the New Testament, and there are slightly different meanings for these words
at times. However, it is indeed fair and accurate to summarize the use of
“minister” in the New Testament to refer to those who are servants in some
way for someone or some cause. May every Christian be busy serving the Lord
as His faithful minister.
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Have you met your God ?
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The Incarnation of Christ

- Steve Williams
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What Is That in Thy Hand ?

What are you holding, Moses?
Only a shepherd'’s rod,

A simple staff for humble toil,

But wonderously used by God.

And you, O psalmist David,
What are you holding now?
A sling and stones from a babbling brook
To make a giant bow.

A widow at the offering box,
By poverty distressed,
Her sacrifice, just two small coins,
Seen of God and blessed.

What's that in your hand, Christian?
What do you possess?
Tho' great or small may be its worth
The Lord its use can bless.

~ —Carol Richardson
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Into the Heart of Jesus

- Michael King
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‘ Jesus Meek and Gentle
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THE CLOCK OF LIFE IS WOUND BUT ONCE,
AND NO ONE HAS THE POWER

To TELL JUST WHEN THE HANDS WILL STOP
AT LATE OR EARLY HOUR.

THE PRESENT ONLY IS OUR OWN,

LIVE, LOVE, TOIL WITH A WILL;
PLACE NO FAITH IN "TOMORROW,"

FOR THE CLOCK MAY THEN BE STILL

TO LOSE ONE'S WEALTH IS SAD INDEED,
To LOSE ONE'S HEALTH 1S MORE;

ToO LOSE ONE'S SOUL IS SUCH A LOSS
AS NO MAN CAN RESTORE !

- AuTHOR UNKNOWN
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Ten Reasons
for Going to Hell

1. Tt requires no effort at all to get
there.

2. You can associate freely with bad
company there.

3. You won't have the constant
watchful eye of God over you.

4, You won't be expected to attend
Bible study or worship.

5. You won't have to give any thing
of yourself or your money to God.

6. Purity and goodness will not be
expected of you.

7. No faithful Christian will be there
to urge you to follow God's way.

8. You should not be lonely. Friends
and loved ones who followed your
example will also be there.

9. There will be no worry about judg-
ment. All will be over. You will
only have to serve your sentence
for eternity.

10. There will be no worry about
Christ coming again. He will not
come again - ever !

- Pat Hardcastle
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to tell you.

it Only Takes A Minute. . .

.. to stop and say a few words to the newcomer ’
that you were passing by with a quick “hello”.

.. to draw into a chattering group a person who is
obviously feeling like an outsider.

. . to make the introduction that may not be neces-
sary, but which will demonstrate friendliness.

.. to write a note to a person who is ill, or who has
lost a member of the family.

.. to really listen to what a child is earnestly trying

.. to take the trouble to pass along the good things
you know about others.

. . to build up a person who is feeling low, or who
seems to be worried or discouraged.

— Author Unknown
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~ Seven things the Lord Hates
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The Lonely Places

In the lonely places of my mind
I'walk with you,

Down shadowed roads,

Beside a quiet stream,

Beneath the blackened skies
Where stars have disappeared.

I walk with you

In lonely crowds

And where the swirling snowflakes fall,
Where haunting night sounds

Fill the empty air

And trees are bent

Beneath the wind and rain;

I walk with you

And feel the peace

Without, within:

I feel your gentleness
And hear the quiet cadence
Of your voice
In companionship,
Precious, dear to me,
Wording thoughts of beauty and of strength,
Thoughts that lift my soul
And fill the lonely places of my mind.
For J.C.
by Betty Burton Choate







