EDITORIAL

When Jesus stood before
Pilate, He said, "My kingdom is
not of this world : if my kingdom
were of this world, then would my
servants fight, that I should not be
delivered to the Jews: but now is
my kingdom not from hence.

"Pilate therefore said unto
him, Art thou a king then?

"Jesus answered, Thou
sayest that I am a king. To this end
was I born, and for this cause
came I into the world, that I
should bear-witness unto the truth.
Every one that is of the truth
heareth my voice.

"Pilate saith unto him, What
is truth? And when he had said
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this he went out again unto the
Jews, and saith unto them, I find
in him no fault at all" (John 18:36-
38).

"Pilate asked the age old
question, What is truth? Man has
forever been searching for the
answer but it seems hard to come
by. Watch the evening TV News,
read the daily newspaper, as well
as the weekly magazines, and you
will discover that in the secular
world it is difficult to get the truth
on anything. Spiriually, Listen to
the preachers of our day and read
their writings, and you will find
them to be contradictory on
almost every subject.



What is the truth then ?
How may we know what it is?
First of all, we must go to the right
source- to the Bible, to the
Scriptures, to the word of God -
and to that authority alone. We
read that God hath spoken
(Hebrews 1:1,2) and that all the
scripture is inspired of God (2
Timothy 3:16,17). Finally, the
Lord Himself says that we will be
judged by His word (John 12:48).
We therefore cannot add to it,
subtract from it, or substitute for
it. (Revelation 22:18,19). We
must leave it alone, accepting it
as it is. The Lord has told us in
His word what He wanted us to
know, and we cannot improve on
that.

Christ said, "And ye shall
know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free" (John 8:32).
Again, He said, "Sanctify them
through thy truth: thy word is
truth" (John 17:17). Then the Lord
declared, "I am the way, the truth,
and the life: no man cometh unto
the Father, but by me" (John
14:6).

But how can we know the

truth? by hearing it proclaimed
and by reading the Scriptures.
Christ said, "Go ye therefore and
teach all nations..."(Matthew 28:
19). "Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every
creature” (Mark 16:15). Paul said,
"So then faith cometh by hearing,
and hearing by the word of God"
(Romans 10:17). Again, he said,
"Study to shew thyself approved
unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth" (2
Timothy 2:15). Then he said,
"Preach the word; be instant in

_ season, out of season; reprove,

rebuke, exhort with all long
suffering and doctrine" (2
Timothy 4:2).

Why is it so necessary to read
and study the word of God and to
hear it faithfully proclaimed? So
that we might know God's will
and understand it. We need to
know and understand who our
Creator is, who died for us, what
the gospel is, the importance of
the Church, what the Lord
requires in worship, and how to
live the Christian life, what is



involved in repentance, baptism,
the saved being added to the
church, the kind of music Ged
wants in worship, the role of the
women in the church, and on and
on with many other importance
matters.

Read through the book of
Acts and observe the role that
preaching played. For example,
read of Philip asking the man of
Ethiopia if he understood what he
was reading in Isaiah 53, and read
of this man's response as he asked,
"How can I except some man
should guide me?". Philip
proceeded to teach him and only
then did he obey the Lord (Acts
8:26-39). Paul said to the
Ephesiaus, "Wherefore be ye not
unwise but understanding what
- the will of the Lord is" (Ephesians
5:17).

How can one obey the Lord,
be scripturally baptized, become
a member of the Lord's church,
and abide by the many other
truths, if he doesn't know and
.understand what the Lord
requires? One doesn't haphaza-
rdly obey God. Salvation is not

granted to one who doesn't know
the truth well enough to comply
with God's Will. If it were, why
would the Scripture even talk
about the need for hearing the
word of the Lord, studying the
scripture, being taught God's will?
Salvation is not based on
ignorance but on teaching,
under- standing, faith and
compliance with what the Lord
requires.

Once one comes to know
God's will, understands it, and
obeys His teaching, God saves
that person and adds him to His
family, the church. It is only then
that he is saved, is a child of God,
and has the hope of enternal life.

But even after one has been
saved from his past sins, he must
continue to read, study and learn
how to worship, how to serve the
Lord, and how to live the
Christian life. One must practice

“truth.



ASSOCIATE EDITORIAL

I never knew him at all. In
spite of the fact that thousands of
people had come to know him
through the years, his name was
still unknown to me and to most
other folks in the church. Yet he
was a Christian who was more
actively mvolved in serving the
Lord than most of us ever have

been or ever will be.

The passing of C.W. Peacock
over twenty years ago brought
sadness to many, many people.
But you may ask, "Who in the
world was C.W. Peacock? It this
some kind of a joke? I've never

even heard his name before'.

THE KEY TO
SUCCESS

Byron Nichols

You might never have heard
of this man, but let me assure you
that multitudes of people have and

are grateful for having met this
dedicated Christian.

Let me tell you a little bit
about C.W. Peacock. A member
of one of the congregations in
Little Rock, Arkansas, he died at
the age of 90. Now get this - For
25 years this old soldier of the
cross rode city buses to four major
hospitals in Little Rock, visiting

100 Patients per week!

do

arithmetic together, one hundred

Now, let's some



visits per week for 52 weeks
equals 5,200 visits per year, and
5,200 visits per year over the span
of 25 years equals the utterly
amazing figure of 130,000
hospital visits! Can you feature
such a thing? In spite of the fact
that I have known of this man's
accomplishment since shortly
after his death, I stll can hardly
fathom the reality of what he did.

Do you suppose that brother
Peacock ever said to himself, "It's
so ramy and cold today, I think
I'll Just not do any visiting
today"? Or, might he have said to
himself, 'T don't feel all that great
today myself - Somebody ought
to be visiting me instead of me
going out all over the city to see
others like I do"? Just think about
all of the sadness and heartache
that he witnessed in those 130,000
hospital, visits. Surely there were
occasions when he became weary
of being around so much sickness
and misery. undoubtedly he
struggled at times as he saw

firsthand the problems of others

and was unable to keep them from
becoming some what his own

problems.

I'm confident that C.W.
Peacock was just as human as the
rest of us, resulting in his feeling
unqualified, whithout much to
offer to the Lord, unappreciated,
neglected, and overlooked by
others. However, a desire to serve
the Lord through serving others
enabled him to overcome his
times of disappointment and his

feelings of inadequacy.

- I truly believe that a great
many Christians would become
more active in their sevice in the
church if they could only become
convinced that they are needed
and have something of
significance to offer. But man say
to themselves, "What can I do in
the church? I don't have any real
talent; I cant preach; I could never
serve as an elder. I'm just not a

leader'.

Friends, most people are not

leaders. Futhermore, that is good



- very good. There must always
be many more good followers
than good leaders. Good leaders
are indeed of great improtance,
and are usually hard to find, but
the fact remains that faithful and
supportive followers are the
backbone of every organization

and society. .

We all have something to
give, whether we recognize our
talents or capabilities or not.
Most, if not all, of us have had
- the experience of surprising
ourselves by accomplishing
something that we didn't really
think we could do. We undertook
the task with serious doubts about
our ability to be successful, but
with the atitude of at least giving
our best effort, and some how that
which we thought within
ourselves was impossible became
possible. this same thing has
happened countless times in
spiritual matters, too. Every day
there are Christians around the
world who are discovering that

the Lord is true to His word , that

He will indeed be with us in our

efforts to serve Him.

Let there be no doubt
whatsover - the real strength of
the church will never lie in those
few who are in leadership roles
that put them in a position of
being well-known and recognized
as prominent and prestigious.
While the church will never be
successful in accomplishing the
Lord's will in this world without
godly leaders, the ultimate
success of the church of Christ is
dependent upon those soldiers in
His army who are daily dedicating
themselves to doing whatever
they can to glorify Him and cause
His name and His fame to be

spread throughout the earth.

Do you suppose that Jesus
will one day say, "C.W. Peacock,
I was sick, and you visited Me"?

I wonder what He will say

to me ..... and to you.
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WHO WILL GO?

There is someone out
there waiting
Who has never heard of Christ,
There is someone out there
dying
Who must face eternal Ioss.
Can I sit in easy comfort
And ignore the plaintive cry?
Can 1 live for self and safety
When the world’s about to die?
Can I spurn the blood of
~ Calvary

And seck the easy way,
When He died for me

and saved me
Changing all my night today?
No ! I have got to face the task
of the work yet to be done.
Yes ! I have got to take my cross
Until the victory is won.
So hold on, Oh child of sorrow
for the Word is drawing night !
You shall hear the gospel story
And no longer shall you die !

- Anonymous
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I am the good shepherd.
The Good shepherd gives |
His Life for the Sheep.

But a hireling, he who
is not the shepherd, one
who does not own the
sheep, sees the wolf
coming and leaves the
sheep and flees; and the
wolf catches the sheep
and scatters them.

The hireling flees because
he is a hireling and does not
care about the sheep

I am the good shepherd ;
and I know my sheep, and
am known by my own.

As the father knows Me,
even so I know the father ;
and I lay down
My life for the sheep.

-John 10:11-15



