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EDITORIAL

What an exciting time to live, to
have lived in one century and then
to see a new century ushered in! As
for the church of the 20th century,
we saw gains and losses. Many
mistakes were made and sadly, we
did not rise to the occasion of
evangelizing the world.

We can't help but think of what
might have been, but we must take
the attitude of the apostle Paul when
he said, "Brethren, I count not myself
to have apprehended; but this one
thing I do, forgetting those things
which are behind, and reaching forth
unto those things which are before,
I press toward the mark for the prize
for the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus" (Philippians 3:13,14).

We look forward now to the 21st
Century with great anticipation and
hope. Jesus has asked His people, the
church, to go into all the world to
preach the gospel to every creature

Looking

Forward
J.C. Choate

Editor-in Chief

( Mark 16:15,16). He has also
promised to be with us and to help
us to accomplish this task (Matthew
28: 19,20). Our goal must be to obey.
Him, setting our minds with
determination. We can be assured
that He would not ask us to do
something He knows we cannot do,
so we can forge ahead with
confidence. We also know that we
have the greatest message in the
world, the good news that Jesus died
that we might be saved and have the
hope of eternal life. It will change
men and women, families, countries,
and the world. With the world in
such a hurting mess, what an
incentive to motivate us to work!

And with such backing and
support, how can we fail?

There are many other reasons
why we can reach His goal. The
Church is found all over the world.
Though, admittedly, we are few in



number in comparison to the great
majority, there is a sufficient number
of Christians to carry out this great
command.

We also have the funds with
which to do the work. We need only
the priority of evangelism in our
hearts as we decide how to budget
the Lord's money.

We have a currency, the
American Dollar, used by the
majority of Christians, and accepted
throughout the world. This is not true
of the currencies of most nations.
How blessed we are not to be
hindered by the lack of useable funds
with which to work.

We also have a language, the
English language, spoken by most
members of the church, and by most
educated people every where. This
opens doors fo that we can at least
begin and continue in English until
we can learn the local language.

There are many types fo
transportation to enable us to
quickly get to our destination. How
blessed we are to have jet planes that
go around the world in a matter of
hours. Locally, there are cars, buses,
and trains, and most of them are
available every where.

We are experiencing the greatest
communication revolution known
to man. While radio, TV, the cable
system, satellities, phones, tape

recorders, the printing press, the
Postal system, faxes, and e-mail
facilities may help the secular world
to get its message out, we as th Lord's
people take the lospel out to the
masses. Endless possibilities are
there and we need to be constantly
exploring ways in which we may
more effectively use them to the
furtherance fo the Lord's cause.

Finally, there is relative peace
throughout the world which makes it
easy for us to go into most nations.
Even where there are wars and local
conflicts, these may be powerful
tools to open doors that would
otherwise be closed.

Not going along with the religious
world and the doctrines of men can
present obstacles, but on the other
hand, preaching the oneness of the
church, the unity of all believers,
wearing the Lord's name, and staying
with the Bible on all subjects, can
have its own appeal. Certianly, we
cannot imprve on the Gospel as it was
given by the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit. '

It might be argued that there are
now more that 6 billion in the world,
with the expectation of that number
doubling within a few years, The
weakhearted might ask, "How can it
be possible for the Lord's small
church to evangelize such numbers?"
But wait just a minute ! We've already
seen the tremendous tools God has



provided, through His providential
timing. Can't we realize that He
knew how many people would be in
the world today, and what tools
would be needed to reach them? He
has abundantly provided everything
necessary for teaching all of the
people on earth today, and we can
be sure that as the population
doubles and triples, or whatever,
God will continue to provide the
means with which to reach every
soul with the gospel. Even at this
very moment it would be possible
to reach the majority of the people
of the world with one sermon, via
satellite ! The question is, do we
want to preach that sermon enough
to set the goal and reach for it?

We must not underestimate the
Lord and His people and what they
are capable of doing. The sad thing
is that, for the most part, we have
allowed others to use these
tremendous methods of His own
people in evangelizing the world!
What are we waiting for? Why not
lay hold on these God-given tools
and move quickly to carry out His
great commission?

Think about this, too. As we
preach the gospel, more and more
will obey the Lord so that there will
be more laborers to do the work, and
more funds to pay the costs involved.
How can you beat that?

There are pulpits, personal work,

literature, radio and TV sermons,
schools, student centers, relief work
during times of disaster, aid to the
poor, and countless other ways to
teach and influence souls for the
Lord. We need to be looking for any
and all ways to reach the lost, and
we need to be busy using them.

The more we do, of course, and
the more who are taught and
converted, the more we will have
opposition from the world, even
from the religious world. But
opposition and persecution will
bring publicity, helping others to
know of the church and its work, to
learn its message, and to create a
desire in honest hearts to obey the
Lord and to be a part of His great
work. This is what happened in the
first century, according to the
writings of the New Testament, and
the same will follow in the 21st
century when we put the Lord first
in our lives and evangelize the world.

My! What a joy to obey God, to
be saved, to worship Him, to follow
and serve Him, and to see His will
being accomplished! As His
children, we therefore look forward
to the 21st century and all that we
will be able to accomplish with Him.
This will change us and it will
change the world. With Christ, we
expect victory. With Christ there will

be victory!



ASSOCIATE EDITORIAL

Most, if not all, who are inclined
to read these words would agree that
Jesus Christ is the most dynamic,
life-changing, powerful personality
to ever enter this world. These are
only a few of the adjec tives that
could be appropriately used to
describe Jesus of Nazareth. No one
has ever had the impact upon
humanity that Jesus had and has. Far
more books have been written
concerning Him than any other of
the great number of outstanding men
and women who have lived. Itis just
as the apostle John said, "And there
are also many other things that Jesus
did, which if they were written one
by one, I suppose that even the world
itself could not contain the books
that would be written" (John 21:25).

Perhaps it would be helpful and
enlightening for us to briefly
consider just a few of the relation
ships that we have with this one who
is called Jesus.

Jesus Is Our
1. Creator : John 1:1-3 shows

"JESUS, OUR...."

Byron Nichols

clearly that Jesus was in the
beginning with God and that He was
avital part of that creative force that
brought the whole world into
existence form nothingness. This
corresponds with Genesis 1:26.

2. Friend: What a marvelous
thought that we can claim Jesus as
our friend! He said that we can do
this if we do what he commands of
us (John 15:13-15).

3. Lord: The Bible repeatedly
identifies Jesus as our "Lord." If He
is our Lord we are submissive to His
derection and His authority. Without
this, He cannot and will not be our
Lord.

4. Savior: Surely we cherish
the idea that Jesus is our "Savior."
He has saved us from the guilt of
our sins and from the punishment
reserved for those who reject Him.

5. Redeemer: Jesus has
bought us back, He has "redeemed"
us (Titus 2:14). He has become our
redeemer in that He has purchased
our freedon from sin.



6. Lamb: The Mosaical
sacrifices were specific. Among
those sacrifices was that of a lamb
with no spots or blemishes. Only
Jesus could qualify as our sacrificial
lamb (1 Peter 1:18-19).

7. Propitiation: John says
that Jesus "is the propitiation for our
sins" (1 Jon 2:2). This means that
Jesus is the means of getting us back
into the good favor of God.

8. Peace: In Ephesians 2:14
Paul says that Jesus "is our peace."
Without Him, there is no true peace.
With Him, we can truly have "peace,
perfect peace."

9. Example: As aresultof His
human experience, Jesus is
definitely qualified to be our
example - He has shown us how to
live victoriously (1 Petr 2:21).

10. Shepherd : As Christians we
are the sheep of a shepherd who was
willing to give His all for His flock
(John 10:11-16). Let us rejoice in
knowing that "the Lord is my
shepherd."

11. High Priest : Jesus is our
High Priest, offering our sacarifices
to God for us. The Father will give
careful attention to what our High
Priest says and does, because Jesus
understands our weaknesses, having
been tempted just like we are
(Hebrews 4:14-15).

12. Adovcate, Intercessor,
Mediator: Even though we are

Christians, we still continue to sin
at times. Jesus pleads our case before
God, asking the Father to be
merciful and to forgive our sins
when we are willing to repent (1 Jon
2:1; Romans 8:34; Hebrews 7:25; 1
Timsothy 2:5).

13. Judge: Jesus is going to be
the judge on that last great day (2
Corinthians 5:10), and He will
exercise judgment that is totally fair,
remembering His own human
experience. His Judgment will be
without prejudice and will reflect
His perfect wisdon and holiness.

14. Hope: To be without hope is
surely one of the greatest miseries
that mankind can ever encounter.
Paul characterized Jesus as "our
hope" (1 Timothy 1:1). Those who
die without having ever become His
faithful and obedient followers die
without hope. But those of us who
wear His name and who obey His
will and proclaim His message have
hope. Jesus is our hope.

The Scriptures inculude several
more identifications of Jesus that are
not included in this list, but
hopefully these will suffice in
renewing our appreciation for Him.
There could hardly be a more
appropriate way to close these
thoughts about Jesus than to repeat
those immortal words of Paul in 2
corinthians 9:15, "Thanks be to
God for His unspeakable gift!"
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A Traveler's

Guide 10 HEAVEN

Accommodations : Arrangements for accommodations must be made
in advance (John 14:2). ’

Passports : Persons seeking entry will not be permitted past the gate
without having proper credentials and having their names registered
with the ruling authority (Revelation 21:27).

Departure Time : The exact date of departure has not been announced.
Travelers are advised to be prapared to leave on short notice (1
Corinthians 15:52).

Tickets : Your ticket was purchased by a Friend named Jesus, It should
be claimed by learning the gospel, believing in Christ, repenting of sins,
confessing Jesus, and having sins washed away in baptism (Romans
10:17; Acts 2:38; Matthew 10:32; Acts 22:16). Keep its promises firmly
in hand (John 5:24; Hebrews 5:8-9).

Luggage : No luggage whatsoever is needed or allowed (1 Timothy
6:7).

Immigration : All passengers are classified as immigrants, since they
are taking up permanent residence in a new country. There is no
maximum quota, so all are invited to come (Hebrews 11:16; Revelation
22:17).

Air Passage : Travelers going directly by air (1 Thessalonians 4:17).

Vaccinations : Not needed, there are no diseases there (Revelation
21:4)

Currency : Deposits may be forwarded to await passenger's arrival.
Make deposits as large as possible (Matthew 6:20-21).

Clothing : A complete and appropriate new wardrobe is provided for
each traveler (Isaiah 61:10).

Reservations : Booking is now open. Since departure time is unknown
you should apply at once. If you wait, it may be too late (2 Corinthians
6:2).

To learn more, please consult the Holy Bible.

- Arthur Pigman




HEAR THE VOICE OF TRUTH
ON RADIO SRILANKA

TELUGU : Sunday & Thursday
3:00 p.m. - 3:15 p.m.

: Every Sunday 6:00 p.m. on Subhavartha
Every Wednesday 6:30 p.m. on Rakshna
Every Saturday 8:00 a.m. on Aradhana Channel

Speakers : Joshua Gootam & Ricky Gootam.
P.O. Box. 80, Kakinada - 533001.

Thursday, 6:45 p.m. 7.00 p.m.

Speaker : Sunny David

P.O. Box 3815, New Delhi - 110049.

: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and

Friday 5:30 p.m. to 5.45 p.m.

Speaker : P.R. Swamy

P.O. Box. 8450, Banglore - 560084.
MALAYALAM : Friday, 3:45 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Speaker : PK. Varghaese, P.O.Box. 5540,
Thrivandrum - 695043 (Kerala).
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Please Write to these addresses for Bible
correspondenced courses, Magzines, and other Christian

literature in your language.

All of these Programmes are sponsored
by
CHURCH OF CHRIST




