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Persecution is a form of
oppression, opposition, rejection,
and punishment. It is directed to
those who may not believe and
practice things that others do. It is
to hurt, punish, frighten, and to
discourage its acceptance and
practice. It is not something you
want but something you may have
to tolerate. The Bible has a lot to
say about this.

In the sermon on the mount,
Jesus said, “Blessed are they which
are persecuted for righteousness
sake: for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. Blessed are ye, when men
shall revile you, and persecute you,
and shall say all manner of evil
against you falsely, for my sake.
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for
great is your reward in heaven: for
so persecuted the prophets which
were before you” (Matthew 5:10-
12).

Jesus said that many of the
prophets were killed and the
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Hebrew writer talked about all of
the faithful of God and of the many
things they suffered for the Lord.
He said, “Who through faith
subdued kingdoms, wrought
righteousness, obtained promises,
stopped the mouths of lions,
quenched the violence of fire,
escaped the edge of the sword, out
of weakness were made strong,
waxed valiant in fight, turned to fight
the armies of the aliens. Women
received their dead raised to life
again: and others were tortured, not
accepting deliverance; that they
might obtain a better resurrection:
And others had trial of cruel
mockings and scourgings, yea,
moreover of bonds and imprison-
ment: They were stoned, they were
sawn asunder, were tempted, were
slain with the sword: they
wandered about in sheepskins and
goatskins; being destitute,
afflicted, tormented; (of whom the
world was not worthy:) they
wandered in deserts, and in



mountains, and in dens and caves
of the earth. And these all, having
obtained a good report through
faith, received not the promise: God
having provided some better thing
for us, that they without us should
not be made perfect” (Hebrews
11:33-40).

Even though Christ lived a good
life and went about doing good, still
there were those who opposed him,
even the religious leaders of His day.
This resulted in Him being
betrayed, given a false trial, abused
and mistreated, and finally cruci-
fied upon a cruel cross (Matthew
27, 28).

After the Lord’s death, burial,
and resurrection, and His return to
the Father in Heaven, the Apostles
gathered in Jerusalem as instructed
by the Lord Himself (Luke 24:49;
Acts 1:8). They received the power
of the Holy Spirit and preached the
gospel to the masses that were
gathered there on the day of
Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4; Acts 2:38)..
As aresult, some 3,000 obeyed the
Lord and the saved were added to
the church (Acts 2:41,47).

It didn’t take long for the enemy,
even the religious leaders of the day,
to take note of the Apostles’ work
and the growth of the church. They
responded with threats, having
Peter and John beaten, and then by
putting them in prison. The Lord
was with them, however, and they
continued to preach Christ and the

church continued to grow (Read
Acts 3 and 4). Stephen was
martyred for the Lord (Acts 7) and
by the time we get to Acts 8 we
read about a man by the name of
Saul who took the lead in
peresecuting God’s people. As bad
as this was, it only added fuel to
the fire. We read that even though
the disciples were scattered abroad
that they went everywhere
preaching the word (Acts 8:4).

In Acts 9 we read of Saul
himself being converted to the
Lord and he spent the rest of his
life spreading the cause of Christ.
He was persecuted, as were the
other Apostles, and the Christians
in general, but in spite of this,
within less than 30 years the gospel
was taken into all the world
(Colossians’ 1:23). Actually, the
persecution itself went a long way
in making it possible for the gospel
to spread so rapidly to all mankind.
That does not mean that the
Apostles and the disciples as a
whole were mean and ugly and
purposely did things to provoke the
enemy to react as they did. They
were not looking for trouble,
wanting to suffer, and to die.
Neither were they trying to force
Christianity on their neighbors.
Rather, their desire was to do good
only and to live at peace with their
fellowman. Those who chose not
to follow Christ, how ever, struck
back with a visciousness that was
unbelievable. They did everything



they could to wipe out Christianity
but they were not successful. The
Lord was with His people and the
persecution only caused them to be
more determined to follow the
Lord and to spread His cause.

What about today? There is
some persecution in different parts
of the world. There are those who
will not allow freedom of religion.
There are others who do all they
can to slow Christianity down or
to give it a bad name. There are
numerous other forms of
persecution and opprosition. But in
spite of that, we generally live in a
world where we can easily move
about and preach Christ. The
enemy of Christianity today is
materialism, worldliness, and
ourselves in that we do not do more
than we do to spread the Lord’s
cause.

We may be assured, however,
that when we believe in the Lord
enough, and we as the Lord’s
people go throughout the world
preaching, and converting, and
doing good works, then that will get
attention. And if we do enough of
that in any one country, even in our
own country, and the other
countries of the world, then there
will be opposition. That opposition
will take many forms, but it can also
become violent. It is not that we
would want to do anything bad to
bring about such persecution, and

it is certainly not that we want to
be persecuted, but when we do the
Lord’s will, and we teach enough,
baptize enough, start enough new
congregations, then that will
automatically bring opposition.

What will be the result of all of
this? If we will remain faithful to
the Lord, and be determined to
continue to do the work the Lord
has given us to do, then it will result
in the strengthening of the church,
evangelizing the world, converting
more souls to Christ than ever
before, and changing the world for
Christ. With persecution, the news
media will help to spread the word.
It will be in the newspapers, on the
radios, and TV’s of the world. This
will result in people coming to know
of Christ and His church that would
have never known about it
otherwise. And those who are doing
the persecuting themselves will be
helping to spread Christianity
instead of wiping it out.

Because of the foregoing, as
bad as it is, and the suffering that it
brings, still persecution is a blessing
in the end. Remember, that if we
will be faithful to the Lord, He will
be with us, bless us, and in the end,
will give us and His people victory.
Don’t forget that Paul said, “Yea,
and all that will live godly in Christ
Jesus shall suffer persecution” (2
Timothy 3:12).



I decided that it might be well
for me to use my space in this issue
to let you see for yourself the kind
of feedback that we continually
receive regarding this work. As you
read the following excerpts, please
understand that you are seeing only
a very small portion of the
comments that come in regularly.

“TVOTI is such an attractive
book that it makes you want to
open and start reading, and the
subjects are so timely and to the
point. It has caused me to think
more seriously about the mission
field and the true love of the truth
of God’s Word”. (Georgia)

“TVOTI just couldn’t be
improved upon any way you tried.
I just couldn’t wait to write you for
additional copies to share with
others.”

(Oklahoma)
“I believe it is one of the finest

publications to be found anywhere.
Having spent ten years overseas, I
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can readily see how appealing it is
to those in other lands.” (Florida)

“1 want to tell you that you are
doing a marvellous job in the world,
especially to some of us who have
been deprived from getting
resources to improve upon a
spiritual development in the Lord.”
(Ghana)

“Recently we have had some
family members go into
denominationalism. These publi-
cations have been of great value in
trying to bring them back.”
(Tennessee).

“We in the church here are so
grateful to you for an easy to read,
easy to understand publication . We
look forward to each issue with
much enthusiasm.” (Texas).

“After picking up your book,
The Voice of Truth, I knew I had
to have it. It is so plain, honest, true,
and spiritual.” (Michigan)

“We like what you are doing
with TVOTI. We believe there

\



definitely is a need for quality
literature such as you are
producing. We see a great potential
with using TVOTTI in our outreach
here.” (elder, Kansas)

“Keep up the good work. I'm
still putting copies in seatback
pocket of airlines we fly.” (Texas)

“I do enjoy reading each issue
so much. I think every congregation
should provide these. I feel it would
be worthwhile.” (Mississippi)

“I have received so many
comments of praise for your
quarterly publication. Thank you for
making it available to us. We surely
do appreciate you” (Tennessee)

“T'am a brother in the chruch
of Christ, and after studying from
your publication I saw the actual
truth you are proclaiming in the
ministry of Christ. I shall be very
grateful if this application could be
considered. Kindly send me useful
magazine.” (Nigeria)

“Lappreciate the hard work you
put into this effort. I know from
my mission activity and some of
the responses I get from individuals
that this publications is making an
impact.” (missionary from Ala-
bama)

“We are delighted to renew our
subscription. The magazine has
indeed been a blesssing to us. We
appreciate the soundness of the
articles and the variety of topics
they cover. Thank you for such a

useful, high-quality magazine.”
(Oklahoma)

“Without a doubt in my mind,
TVOTT is the best publication by
our brethren.” (retired director of
school of preaching)

“The articles are outstanding. I
appreciate the commitment to the
truth and the evangelistic fervor of
this great publication. Every home
could well wuse this book.”
(preacher, Alabama)

“These magazines are very
helpful to us in teaching the saving
Gospel to local people, and we use
some materials for strengthening
newborns in their faith. Some of
the articles are translated into
Russian and Latvian and used
while preaching the Gospel.”
(Latvia)

“For worldwise soul-winning
and evangelilzing efforts, your
publication in the best in the
brotherhood. TVOTI is an idea
whose time was long overdue.”
(editor of a gospel publication)

“I'have never enjoyed a church
publication so much. I love the way
it teaches the Gospel with every
page.” (Wisconsin)

“We just got several copies of
the latest issue of the magzine and
are using them here in our work. It

continues to be a great tool.” (New
Zealand)

Brethren, please help TVOTI to
have an even greater impact in the
world.
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How do you

things.Sufficint for Ithe
(Matthew 6:27-34.

Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to
his stature? ..Therefore, do not worry, saying,
""What shall we eat?'" or '""What shall we drink?"
.for your heavenly Father knows that you need
all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God
and His right eousness, and all these things shallbe
added to you. Therefore do not worry about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own

A

measure up?

day is its own trouble
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IIF@ The Lord is my....

y. Provider - | am satisfied
Teacher - | am instructed.
Shelter - | am covered.
Rock - | am secure.
Victory - | am triumphant.
Shephered - | am cared for.
Captain - | am protected.
Encourager - | am built up.
Salvation - | am delivered.
Healer - | am whole.
Rest - | am comforted.
Guide - | am directed.
Confidence - | am assured.
Maker - 1 am loved.
Father - | am acepted.
Deliverer - | am free.

b

- Best to You
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Nobody came,

Nobody called,

Nobody cared,
And I cried.

I'll make it.

And I know.

Divine Consolation

Now I have found Jesus
And He cares for me
And with His help

Now I can help someone
Who needs 4 friend
For I have been there

Thank You, God,
For caring for me.
- Mamie McGovern Corley
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