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Jesus gave many parables to
define and explain the kingdom
or the church that was to be
established. Two of these are very
similar. Jesus said, “Again, the
kingdom of heaven is like unto
treasure hid in a field; the which
when a man hath found, he hides,
and for joy thereof goes and sells
all that he hath, and buys that
field. Again the kingdom of
heaven is like unto a merchant
man, seeking goodly pearls:
Who, when he had found one
pearl of great price, went and sold
all that he had, and bought it”
(Matthew 13:44-40).

In today’s terminology, a
parable would be classified as an
illustration. It involves taking
something earthly, something of
a material nature, and drawing
from it a spiritual lesson. In the

GREAT
TREASURE

J.C. CHOATE
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

two parables just quoted, Jesus
spoke of the kingdom or the
church being like a treasure
hidden in a field. An earthly
treasure is something very
important, precious as silver,
gold, or Jewels, something that
is very expensive. In this case, the
treasure is something that was

. hidden in a field and had gone

unobserved. Others did not see
it, or else when they saw it, they
did not recognize what it was and
the value of it, and therefore, they
passed over it. But either by
searching,or just casually coming
across it, this particular person
finds the treasure. Seeing it, and
being aware of its great value, he
hides it again and with joy he
goes and sells all that he has so
he can buy that field. Once the
field is bought, the treasure



becomes his to deal with as he
chooses.

The second parable is much
like the first one, except in this
case this man is looking for a
pearl of great price. He is not
simply looking for a pearl, just
any pearl, but he wants a special
pearl, one that is worth more than
all the rest. He is a merchant, a
businessman, and he knows what
he is looking for. His search is
rewarded with success. Once he
finds the choice pearl, he goes
and sells all that he has so that he
can buy that pearl of great price.
It is now his to do with it as he
wishes. He can keep it, show it
to others, or sell it and make a
big profit.

Now, we are all familiar with
such stories, of those who go out
into the world and buy real estate
and sell it for profit and become
rich. Or it could be coming up
with an oil well, buying a tract
of timber and selling it, building
a Wal-Mart and a Sam’s, or a
Microsoft, and other profitable
ventures. Why is it that some
succeed in these areas but most
do not? Well, it is accroding to
what you are looking for, the
vision that you have, what you
are willing to put into the search

and the achievement. Bottom
line, most people actually are
pretty well satisfied with where
they are and with what they have.
They, therefore, seldom move a
great deal, either up or down, and
they seldom find any “treasure”.

Spiritually, the kingdom, the
church, God’s truth is that
treasure. It is out there in the
world and always has been there.
It is not just any church, some
church, or one of the churches.
If that is all one is interested in,
he will never find the real
freasure.

the facts
concerning the kingdom or the
Lord’s church, the one we read
about in the Bible. Ever since it
was established in Jerusalem by
our Lord (Acts 2), it has existed
somewhere in the world right on
up to the present time, and it will
continue to exist for all time and
eternity (Luke 1:33 and |
Corinthians 15:24).

But consider

In spite of that fact, and as
clearly and distinctly as the chuch
is described in the Scripture, the
masses never find it. Why?
Because the majority are not
deeply interested, or they are not
looking, and they would not



recognize it for what it is even if
they did find it. The masses of
humanity go in every direction,
and look in every place, and
remain blind to the real treasure,
not wanting to accept it for what
it is, being easily deceived, and
ending up settling for a
counterfeit treasure, -a church
begun by men, governed by men,
and living under promises no
greater than their founders
themselves can fulfill. Traditions
of men and man made religion
are the order of the day. What is
called treasure is no treasure at
all. The religion of men are not
worth one’s effort, devotion, and
the great price that is paid for
following them.

Jesus said, “Not every one
that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that does the will
of my Father which is in heaven.
Many will say to me in that day,
Lord, Lord, not
prophesied in thy name? And in
thy name have cast out devils?

have we

And in thy name done many
wonderful works? And then wilt
I profess unto them, I never knew
you: depart from me, you that
work iniquity” (Matthew 7:21-
23).

o

Can we, today, find that great
treasure of which Jesus spoke?
We can if we will but look for it,
if we will read and study God’s
word, with a deep and abiding
love of the truth. It is that plain
and simple. When the treasure is
sincerely sought, found, and the
value of it is recognized, the
searcher will be willing to give
up any and everything standing
between him and the treasure,
and he will be willing to do
whatever is necessary to obey
God and obtain treasure. He will
be willing to believe in the Lord,
repent of his sins, to confess
Christ as the Son of God, and to
be baptized to wash away his
sins, to become a member of the
Lord’s church. No, he will not
gripe, complain, and argue with
the Lord or with anyone else
about these matters. His attitude -
will be, “Lord , you command,
and I will obey.” Then when he
has found that treasure and made
it his own, he will want to keep
the treasure by doing the Lord’s
bidding in all things. Will there
be any rewards? Jesus said, “But
seek you first the kingdom of
God, and his righteousness; and
all these things shall be added to
you” (Matthew 6:33).



Just imagine finally having
that treasure: the
kingdom, the church, the truth,
resulting in a saved soul and the
hope of eternal life! How
wonderful to know that the owner
of the treasure stands on the
promises of God because he has
done God’s will. How wonderful
to know that he is a member of
the one church that Christ
promised to build (Matthew
16:18), the one bride for which

greatest

Christ died (Ephesians 5:25), the
body of people of which He is
Saviour (Ephesians 5:23), and the
church for which He is coming
back one day, to deliver it up to
God where we shall ever be with
the Lord. (1 Corinthins 15:23,
24).

What is your treasure? Have

you found the treasure Jesus
talked about? Have you made
that treasure your own? You can,
and must, if you want to have the
treasure of eternal life.




There is great value in truth.
Surely truth is one of the greatest
commodities in the world. Truth
is so very important that Jesus
identified Himself as the
personification of it. The Lord
said in John 14:6, “I am the way,
and the truth, and the life: no one
coms unto the Father, but by me.”
Solomon’s wisdom led him to
recognize the value of truth. He
admonished, “Buy the truth, and
sell it not..... (Proverbs 23:23). In
spite of its remarkable value,
truth becomes of no effect if it is
not made known. Truth cannot
speak for itself, it speaks in its
own behalf, it cannot tell what it
wants said, it cannot make itself
known, it is dependent upon us
to do these things for it.

“And you shall know the
truth, and the truth shall make

TRUTH HAS
NO VOICE
OF ITS OWN

Byron Nichols

Managing Editor

you free” (John 8:32). Notice that
Jesus here said that freedom
results from truth. Freedom is
exceedingly important to every
person in the whole world; thus
truth is of the greatest
importance.

The church has been charged
with the responsibility of
revealing the truth to others.
Jesus commissioned us to preach
the Gospel (the Truth) to the
whole creation, making disciples
and baptizing people in all
nations (Matthew 28:18-20;
Mark 16:15, 16). Jesus implored
the Father in behalf of His
disciples, “Sanctify them in the
truth: Your word is truth” (John
17:17). If people are to be
sanctified by the truth, God’s
Word, they must become aware
of the truth. The truth must be



given a voice, and Christians are
that voice.

In Ephesians 1:13 Paul calls
that word of truth “the gospel of
your salvation.” Without having
heard the word of truth those
Ephesian Christians would not
have had an opportunity for
Christians
Christians because they have
learned and obeyed the truth.
Those who are not Christians are

salvation. are

not Christians because they either
have not had the truth made
known to them, or they have
rejected the truth.

David declared that he had not
selfishly hidden God’s truth, but
he had made that truth known
(Psalm 40:7-10). Can we, as
God’s children today, do
anything less than that? Dare we
allow God’s truth to lie silently
hidden in our church buildings,
or even in our hearts, while the
world plunges headlong into
eternity without a
knowledge of that truth? We must
become truth’s voice.

saving

There is a growing number of
people who believe that there is
no such thing as truth that is
absolute and unchanging. 1t is
bewildering to think that such

could possibly be the case, but
there are even folks within the
church who have yielded to this
thinking. It
astounding to think that anyone
who says he believes in God and
believes the Bible could also
believe that truth changes, that
we really cannot know anything.
The reason that this is so
astounding is the fact that the
Bible uses the word “know” and
its related word forms literally

erroneous 1s

hundreds of times. If truth is not
absolute, if we cannot really
know anything, surely we must
totally reject the Bible, because
if continually affirms that we can
know many things, and that truth
is absolute and unchanging.

Christians must stand for
truth. We must be the voice of
truth. We must be willing to live
up to our commitment to stand
with Jesus. Remember, He said
that we are either for Him or
against Him (Matthew 12:30).
Someone has said, “He who
stands for nothing will fall for
anything.”” Surely that statement
has some validity. It is our
responsibility to stand with and
for Jesus and truth.

While it is true that every



Christian is required to stand for
and speak up for truth, this is
especially so in the case of those
who serve as elders in the church.
God’s people are facing greater
struggles today than ever before
in the entire lifetime of nearly all
in the church. Please understand
very clearly the situation is not
hopeless. However, the welfare
of the church depends largely
upon those who are the elders,
bishops, pastors, overseers.
God’s inspired Word has charged
each of these men with the
responsibility of “holding fast the
faithful word as he has been
taught, that he may be able, by
sound doctrine, both to exhort
and to convict those who

contradict” (Titus 1:9). Elders,
please lead us by your example
in standing for truth and against
error. Please lead us in being the
voice of truth. Please also lead
us in doing these things “in love”
(Ephesians 4:15).

As great as truth is, it cannot
speak for itself. Truth can save,
but only if it is proclaimed by
people. As God’s children, we
possess tremendous power, we
possess the truth of God.
However, we can diminish the

power of the truth by not sharing
itand declaring it. What a tragedy
it will be if we do not become the
voice of truth so that souls for
whom Christ died can be saved!
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