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THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST SALUTE You (Romans 16:16).




"Come, Let us
Reason Togethér"
(Isaiah 1:1-20)
Byron Nichols

The words of Isaiah and the
other prophets were obviously for
the benefit of the people of their
day, but they were much more
than that. Their words contained
principles that have also been
applicable and pertinent for al]
generations since.

The First verse of the text
says, " The vision of Isaiah the
son of Amoz...." Through divine
guidance and revelation, Isaiah
was made able to perceive the
message that God wanted
transmitted to His people, and he
delivered that message as if the
Lord Himself were speaking.

Jehovah testifies in verse two
that He has cared for Judah as a
loving and devoted father, In spite
ofthe fact that He loved them and
provided for them as his children,
their response was ingratitude,
and even disobedience and
outright rebellion.

We see in verses five and six
that these people were so
depraved and impenitent that

they are pictured as being sick

and afficted from head to foot.
they stubbornly refused to forsake
their unrighteous ways. They"
were indeed a hopeless lot.

The Lord Reacts to Their
Worship

Verses 11-15 constitute some
of God's harshest statements
regarding false worship in the
entire Old Testament. Judah's
worship was no more than an
abomuination to the Lord!

Perhaps the Lord's animosity
reached its zenith when He stated
that His soul hated their
disgusting excuse for worship
(verse 14). We need to remember
that this is the same God that
John, in 1 John. 4:8,16, described
as being the very personification
of love! But we see here that the
God of love can become totally
nauseated by the conduct of his
own chosen people!

Fortunately for Judah, the




Lord didn't leave them, as it were,
dangling over the fires of Hell. In
spite of all of His grave
reprimands, His love for them is
still there. This is seen in His plea
in verses 16,17 to turn away from
their evil and from their pretense
and hypocrisy.

God specifies nine things in
verses 16, 17 that must be done
in order to make their lives
acceptable in His sight. Even a
rather casual reading of these
commands shows that acceptable
worship requires much more than
just doing the right acts at the
right time and in the right manner
when assembled for worship. We
see here that people only fool
themselves when they think that
they can live carelessly and
dishonorably through the week
and then be able to offer up
acceptable worship in the
worship assembly..

A Reasonable Solution is
offered by Jehovah

After this severe reprimand to
Judah, the Lord again displays
His mercy and willingness to
forgive penitent sinners. God
entreats His wayward children to
accept His reasonable terms of
pardon. Thus in verse 18, the
loving Lord said, " Come now,
and let us reason together...."

The Lord proposes that they
be reasonable and acknowldege
their sins and listen to His
gracious offer to forgive them and
accept them back into His good
graces.

What an impressive gesture
He is making! He stresses to them
the awful contrast between purity

‘and their sinfulness. Though the

contrast is tremendous, Jehovah
is more than willing to make them
as pure as the snow.

The Choice is Theirs

The Lord wills that all men be
saved (2 Peter 3:9), but He leaves
it up to man to decide for himself,
as He says in verses 19, 20 of our
text, " If you are willing and
obedient...."

Thus we come to the end of
the Lord's effort here to call His
wayward people to reason. Isaiah
concludes our text with the
impressive affirmation, "For the
mouth of the Lord has spoken."
The lord had spoken from the
depths of His heart. In spite of all
their sins, He still longed for the
salvation of His people.

‘Lessons for Today

Though originally for Judah,
the words of this text are so very
pertinent for the church even
today! Judah did not-understand




that acceptable worship of a holy
God can only come form holy
people. Now, what about us
today? We have to realize that to
offer up worship that is
acceptable to God we must
approach Him with " clean hands
and a pure heart..." (Psalm 24:4).

We each must be fully
persuaded of these three things
regarding worship: (1) that
worship is to be offered by people
whose everyday lives depict a
deep and sincere commitment to
Christ; (2) that worship is
submitted to God for His
acceptance and pleasure; and (3)
that we must not only possess this
understanding ourselves- it is
imperative that we continually do
our very best to help other
Christians to also understand this.

May we never neglect to treat
God in the manner which he
deserves. May we faithfuly heed
Him, honor him, love Him, obey
Him, serve Him, thank Him, and
worship Him.

The Lord is not slack
concerning His promise, as
some count slackness, but is
longsuffering toward us, not
willing that any should perish
but that all should come to
repentance. But the day of the
Lord will come as a thief in
the night, in which the
heavens will pass away with
a great noise, and the
elements will melt with
fervent heat; both the earth
and the works that are in it
will be burned up. Therefore,
since all these things will be
dissolved, what manner of
person ought you to be in holy
conduct and godliness,
looking for and hastening the
coming of the day of god,
because of which the heavens
will be dissolved, being on
fire, and the elements will
melt with fervent heat?" (2
Peter 3:8-12)




The Bride
of Christ

Jerry Bates

Several images are used in the
Bible to describe the church so
that we can better understand it.
Some of those images are a
kingdom, a body, a temple, a
flock, a family, and a priesthood.
In 2 Corinthians 11:2 Paul
compares the church to a bride.
He writes, "for I am jealous for
you with godly jealousy. For I
have betrothed you to one
husband, that I may present you
as a chaste virgin to Christ." This
imagery suggests several aspects
such as a unique identity, and
extremely close relationship,
unlimited provisions, and
unblemished beauty. However, |
want to focus on another aspect,
which is unquestioned loyalty.

The idea of a bride conveys
faithfulness. Marriage is a
commitment, a covenant that
requires love and loyalty. In
marriage, each partner should
look out for the good of the other
person. We know Christ has done
that for the church. Christ gave
Himself for the church just as a
good husband would for his bride
(Ephesians 5:23). The idea of a
marriage suggests a devotion that
matters more than life itself. We
have heard stories of husbands

and wives who chose to face
death together rather than be
separated. The devotion of their
hearts to each other mattered
more than life.

Our allegiance to Christ
should be more precious than
anything else. When Joseph
discovered that his espoused wife,
Mary, was going to have a child,
he was going to put her away.
Undoubtedly, he still loved her,
but her supposed infidelity was
more than he could stand. He was
not going to marry a woman who
was unfaithful. It is unthinkable
for a bride to betray her husband,
so Paul used it to illustrate the
fidelity of a Christain towards
Christ. James uses the same idea,
when he referred to Christians as
"adulteres" and "adulteresses"
(James 4:4). He stresses that
friendship fo the world is enmity
or hate with God. If the things of
this world become more
important to us than Christ, then
it is just as serious as committing



physical adultery. Christ spoke
these demanding words in Luke
14:33, " So likewise, whoever of
you does not forsake all that he
has cannot be my disciple."

Our commitment to Christ
should matter more than any other
relationship. In marriage, the
relationship between a husband
and wife should be closer than
any other relationship. Anything
short of that is bound +to cause
problems. The same is true
spiritually. Our relationship to
Christ should be closer than even
the relationship of our family.
Christ said in Luke 14:26, " If
anyone comes to me and does not
hate his father and mother, wife
and children, brothers and sisters,
yes, and his own life also; he
cannot be my disciple." They
seem to be harsh words, but they
only emphasize that no
relationship should be more
important to us than that of Christ.

As we compare the above
thoughts to the church to today,
we find many shortcomings, The
church is no more important than
the local social club for many
people. They view the church as
a good organization, but certainly
not something that demands
sacrifice or should come before
one' family. Many move from one
congregation or group to another,
searching  for  whatever
association satisfies their needs
and desires for the present time.

In the minds of many, the heliefs
of family members are more
important than what the Bible
teaches. Even when confronted
with the truth, they refuse to go
against their family traditions.
Many others spend far more time
working and accumulating riches
of this world than working for
God. They excuse their lack of
spiritual activity by saying they
don't have time. In actuality, it
only reveals what is most
important to them.

How important is God in your
life? Many would proclaim that
God is very important to them, yet
they do some of the things as
described previously if a bride
were to exhibit such attitudes, she
would not be acceptable to her
husband, and those attitudes are
not going to be acceptable to our
spiritual Husband either. God is
indeed a loving God but He 1s also
a God that will tolerate no rivals.
As it has often been said, God will
either be number one in your life,
or He is not in your life at all. Let
us always keep in our minds the
imagery of a bride adorned for her
husband. As someone once said,
" Let us not just act like the bride
of Christ, but let us be the bride
of Christ.

" For the Lord your God is a
consuming fire, a jealous God"
(Deuteronomy 4:24).



Can't See
the Forest
for the Trees

By Louis Rushmore

There is a popular expression
that goes something like this:
"you can't see the forest for the
trees."  This expression
presupposes that someone is
standing in the woods, and
therefore, he cannot adequately
see the forest composed by the
mass of trees. Yet, from another
vantage point, such as standing
outside the woods, may be on the
crest of a hill, one can see the
forest and may not be able to see
the individual trees that compose
the forest.

Consider for a momvement
applying these figures to spiritiul
matters, and particularly to
congregations of the Lord's
“church. For instance, as a visiting
preacher only speaking for one,
two or three class or assembly
time, really, T can only see the
"Forest"; for the most part, 1
cannot observe the "trees"- the
individual members who
comprise that congregation. On
the other hand, somecone who
preaches frequently for the same
congregation may more easily be

able to see the "trees" and less
able to see adequately the "forest"
- how the congregation may be
perceived by visitors or the
community.

Think with me a couple of
minutes about the different kinds
of trees that one might find in the
same forest: pines, oaks, maples,
dogwoods, mimosas and many
more. Furthermore, a forest will
likely have in it old trees, saplings
and trees of every age in between.
Irrespective of the kind of trees
or the age of trees, together the
various trees constitute a forest.
Although we humans may value
or dismiss as worthless certain
kinds of trees, together, the
various trees nevertheless make
up a forest.

There 1s a congregation with
which I am familiar, owing to my
several occasional visits over the
years, that makes me think: " I



can't see the forest for the trees."
In this case, that's a good thing.
These "tree" - local Christians -
cause in me awe and admiration.

Human tendency, even among
Christians ( I Corinthians 1:10-
13), is to be fussy if not divisive.
Often, adults don't play well
together any more than small
children who sometimes fuss with
each other. Small children,
however, get over it shortly and
play well with cach other again.
This little church though,
functions well, despite being a
"forest" comprised of various
"trees."

This church is comprised of at
least four races, representing
directly or indirectly several
nationalities and cultures.
Members represent all ages and
socio-economic distinctions.
From a purely secular viewpoint,
these people have nothing in
common, but because they have
Jesus Christ in common as their
Savior, they are an awe-inspiring
family of God meeting in their
community. The point is that they
(and all Christian should) have
and remember Jesus Christ in
common as Savior. Jesus Christ
our Savior is the great equalizer;
nothing matters beyond the
salvation of souls from past sins
and subsequent preparation to

meet God in eternity (Amos
4:12).

Further observation respecting
the reason behind this remarkable
cohesiveness is their "out of body
experience.” By that I mean that
this church is comprised of
Christians whose interaction with
each other is not limited to
assemblics for Bible class and
worship; they have " out of
corporate body experience." They
not only worship and study God's
word together, but they eat
together in one another's homes,
they play together, and they worlk
together to further the cause of
Christ. Doesn't some of that, the
frequency of interaction in one
another's lives in addition to
assemblies, remind you a little bit
of the church of the Bible? ( Acts
2:46).

These "trees", though they
differ from one another in a
number of ways, make up a
healthy "forest" of Christians in
their community. What kind of
"trees" are we, and do we
contribute to a healthy " forest"
of God's people in our respective
communities?
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( Delicate, Fragile Treasures '

Have you seen them?
Those fragile,
minutely designed,
exquisitely colored ©
flowers .Q'}" y
God created? é\\
Some are so tiny, : ’ﬂ
so thin of falbric,
SO easy to be broken, \/ \&
If I had made such fragility “
| would have built around them
thick......glass....cases,
Profecting them day and night \
From nature's harsh
and careless fouch.

But God had different thoughts:
He planted treasures
delicate, fragile freasures
In the desert's heat
and barrenness,

In the tundra's cold
and wasted wilds,

In the jungle's wet
and monstrous growth,

And everywhere
God's jewels
survive and thrive, and seem doubly,

friply '
precious
because they live
where fragile gems should never grow.
Andin those wild and barren soils
They speak of God.

- Betty Burton Choate




GOSPEL PREACHING ON
TELEVISION & RADIO

Telugu

Hindi

Malayalam

Tamil

. Subhavartha Channel Sunday 6.00 p.m.

Rakshana Channel Wednesday 6.30 p.m.
Rakshana Channel Thursday 2.30 p.m.
Speakers : Ricky, Ronnie & Joshua Gootam

. Shubhasandesh Channel Sunday & Tuesday 7.00-7.30 p.m.

Speakers : Francis, Vinay, & Sunny David
P.O. Box. 3815, New Delhi - 110049.

. Jai Hind Channel Saturday 6.00-6.30 a.m.

Speaker : PK. Varghese

. Tamilan T.V. Tuesday 9.30-9.45 p.m

Sunday 6.45-7.00 p.m.

Holy Cross T.V. Sunday 6.30-6.45 a.m(Only in Puducherry)
King of Glory T.V. Sunday 6.15-6.30 am (in Tirunelveli Distt.)
Speakers : Philemon & Kingsley

Tamilan T.V. Monday 7.00-7.15 a.m
Thursday 9.30-10 p.m.

Saturday 7.15-7.30 a.m

Speaker : Rajanayagam

Tamilan T.V. Monday 6.00-6.15 a.m,
Saturday 6.15-6.30 p.m.
Speaker : Arjunan

TAMIL RADIO PROGRAMS FROM SRI LANKA RADIO
Sunday to Wednesday 5.30 -5.45 p.m.

Speakers : Douglas & P.R. Swamy
Saturday 5.30-5.45 p.m., Speaker : Arjunan

Please write to these addresses for

Bible correspondence courses, Magzines, and

other Christian literature in your language.

All of these Programmes are sponsored
by
CHURCH OF CHRIST



