P o)t HEODSHTE
D£-13 b
BHDHD WRBHOAS
D& - 20
Besend HP) S D0
& -30
&aam(oat.’) é‘oo
ek -
5283 Hed a:aga?o =V
»& - 59

BB BV

SRR (EEl)) aow3qe6e3

JbaNeIes), do. 80, saéaac‘s 533 001, 5001 MII22e)0 €80 2)



THE Voice oF TRUTH INTERNATIONAL

a8 Sl ¢

oo 5B DS HTY SESTEDOHD PrHHEH TE SoshsEHy

a@;a&oﬁn:f&&.

Sl oo 38, DY 2ol Blogeidore Baod; SoG@nE)m)

EEPEDEDEIR HODHIRS) TG PHINED 308 ey Ji D b
SorBH0 0ephoddd” FEIYSI REIHTIV 08 SPHoHE. BB I AMKKETY
S8 JTrsedn HE Erre ¢ 08 Iy

STAFF !

Editor. : Byron Nichols
Associate Editors : Jerry Bates
Louis Rushmore
: Betty Burton Choate
Bonnie Rushmore
Typesetting Akash Printers
Computer Consultant : Joshua Gootarn
Promotion : Sudhir Mendiratta, Dale
Grissom, Oran Rhodes, Mark
Posey Buck Davenport, James
Warren, Ken Willis, Dennis Larson,
Don Hinds, Charles Salmon
Associate Editors for Foreign Editions :
Roger Dickson, South Africa
Sunny David, India
Joshua Gootam
Henry Kong, Singapore
Reuben Emperado, Philippines
Stephen Randall, Australia
" Rod Kyle, New Zealand

et @ Gy B ——

Layout Editors

The Voice of Truth International is
published by Churches of Chirst, under
the non-profit World Evangelism Founda-
tiorn, U.S.A.

SPond 8P s QOLORDS

Telugu Edition
Managing Editor : Joshua Gootam
P.O. Box-80, Kakinada, A.P. - 533 001, India.

Reader'srequests for articles on particular
subjects will be considered. Comments and
suggestions regarding the content and
appearance of the magazine will be
appreciated. Tl

StaFrF WRITERS :

George Akpabli
W.T. Allison

O.P. Baird

Leon Barnes
Wayne Barrier
Roay Beasley
V.P. Black

Maxie B. Boren
T. Pierce Brown
Ron Bryant
Salvador Cariaga
Jack W. Carter
David Chadwell
Frank Chesser
Betty Burlon Choate
Jeril Cline
Charles E. Cobb
Glenn Collery
Willard Collins
Owen Cosgrove
Sunny David
Jerry Davidson
Hans Dederscheck
David Deffenbaugh

Clarence Deloach, Jr.

Roger Dickson
Bobby G. Dockery
Earl Edwards
Demar Elam
Reuben Emperado
Garell L. Forehand
Royce Frederick

E. Claude Gardner
R. Gnanasundaram
Mark Hall

Gary C. Hampton
Jack Harriman
Woodson

W. Dauglass Harris

Ray Hawk o
Gordon Hogan
Tom Holland
Wayne Jackson
Ancil Jenkins
Dan Jenkins
Jerry Jenkins
Jimmy Jividen
Dayton Keesee
Tom Kelton
Dalton Key
Michael L. King
Mack Lyon
Avon Malone
Cecil May, Jr.
Bill Mc Farland
Don McWhorter
Jane McWhorter
Hollis Miller
Wayne Miller
Tim Nichols

Bill Nicks
Fenter Northern
Don L. Norwood
Basil Overton
Frances Parr

~ Max Patterson

David Pharr
Harvey Porter
G.F. Raines
Eulene Ramsey
John Thiesen
Betly Tucker
Ken Tyler

Don W. Walker
Tex Williams
Willeam

" Tne CHURCHES OF CHRIST SALUTE You (Romans 16:16).




VOICE OF TRUTH VOLUME -24

PAHJTNE
3H% Qééﬁép:
BH
B :;636@@‘9@;6)
BH% FHed BHoHd

{5 oFeasnen

B HnsBeEgED

Bodsw SrEKONS
B85 K8y BHPEKB

3HJ S¥gsdo

d a"éegﬁa D&gm

TEgE DD ([Hawsiongob?

B D D5 ey

Bheody Do SLyHIS0E... ?
BB 3B seBeasinen

el 3ﬁéoé@é eae‘;)ée)g Sl @_foﬂé?geﬁn

Brogso - 8% :
ReoSEo NEGESD Batoe
DT &
ERDEST D557
$EGSr? BOSSER?
BLEGD wrtigon
Desghd DIrBTHB?

13
15

18

- 20

22

25
28
30
32
35
39

41
43
48
51
53
55




B¥ra:

ePRQHH — VeI EPon
BBHH GBI
BenrHS® St

Esﬁé D8 ¢

BB RS BHY &en

080 Dodoha)hre?

5% &3 ;‘Or%g)owo{ﬁags

SrO[I50en B8)ohey S 36)0)5133
©HSK 0% Sadoinothd

BH SeSHHInbs

DD HeRo

©oBEAEST HSH

BVofodn - woedd
Hog HoAsHm
SHRK* &b)é& Den — eoedsd

BEgroddoen
HoBeaodre. .

LoBeas) B0k

ERuleit)

DB, wDPDS a:0&Hen

G @B D&% © Bok Ir%HS 1OTL.

57
59
61

63
65
66
68
71
74
75
77

80
83

85
88
90
92
94




During a recent visit with a friend
of mine, he referred to a religious group
in our area that is considered to be
rather quaint in their beliefs and
practices. He then added something
like this: " They are very strict, much
like the ‘Church of Christ." I'm confident
that he didn't say this as either a
criticism or a compliment - it was merely
his honest personal observation and
assessment,

I have since thought about my
friend's comment several times. From
my perspective, | certainly would not
equate our beliefs and practices with
those of the religious body to which he
likened us. | believe that my friend lacks
a sufficient understanding of the Lord's
church; otherwise, his assessment
would be somewhat different from what
he stated. :

While my feelings were not at éll
favorable with respect to my friend's
comment, | did feel good that he at least

Religious
Strictness

BYRON NICHOLS

understands that the church of Christ
does exercise some degree of religious
strictness. I'm glad that he does not
perceive us as teaching, endorsing, or
condoning just any and every doctrine
or practice that comes along. He knows
that we are trying to adhere to what the
Bible says, rather than pulling the
community or society in general prior
to determining what we will sanction or
approve, He sees that we are more
restrictive and less moderate in our
interpretation and application of the
Scriptures than his own religious group.

Neither the church nor any
individual Christian has authority to
make any compromises relative to any
commands or guidelines outlined in
God's word. To be uncompromising in
this regard should be viewed as

“commendable; however, it is not

uncommon for such a stance to result
in Christians (or the church as a whole)
being classified as 'hard-nosed' or
'obstinate.”



Just a casual reading of the New
Testament would be sufficient to reveal
that the apostle paul was definitely
uncompromising, both before and after
becoming a Christian. However, it is
also evident that he was a very
passionate and compassionate person,
Please note an episode recorded in
Acts chapter 20 Verses 17-38 record a
meeting that Paul had with the elders
of the church from Ephesus. Among
other things, he tells them in verse 25
that they will not see him again during
his or their lifetme. He then states, "
Therefore | testify to you this day that |
am innocent of the blood of all men.
For | have not shunned to declare to
you the whole counsel of God" (verses
26, 27). Observation: Paul readily
admits to having been uncompromising
with respect to the faithful declaration
of the whole (the entire) counsel
(inspired word) of God. This staunch
proclaimer of the truth used some of
his closing words to these church
shepherds to warm that very soon
various bretheren, even some of them,
would depart from the truth and bring
in destructive heresies and perverse
teachings (verses 28-30). Notice now
the tenderness and compassion of Paul
that is exposed in verse 31: " Therefore
watch, and remember that for three
years | did not cease to warn everyone
night and day with tears." Surely we
cannot fail to be drawn to the
compassion and caring of this man of
god who was also so unwilling to
compromise God's word. He was
unrelenting in faithfully preaching the

will of God, but he also grieved deeply
when others could not or refused to see
the divine revelation. Those elders from
Ephesus knew Paul well, and their
reaction to what he said to them is
recorded in verses 36-38: " And when
he had said these things, he knelt down
and prayed with them all. Then they
all wept freely, and fell on Paul's neck
and kissed him, sorrowing most of all
for the words which he spoke, that they
would see his face no more, And they
accompanied him to the ship."

This look at Paul should serve as a
pattern for the church in how to keep
our " strictness" equivalent to that of
God. We are not at liberty to either
loosen or tighten the bonds of
Scriputure (Deuteronomy 4:2; 12:32;
Revelation 22:18,19). Paul decalred
that we are to speak the truth in love
(Ephesians 4:15), making it clear that
attitude and motive are critically
important in practicing religious
strictness. This is further borne out by
his inspired admonition in Galatians 6
1, "Brethren, if a man is overtaken in
any trespass, you who are apiritual
restore such a one in a spirit of
gentleness, considering yourself lest
you also be tempted." Paul repeatedly
teaches the necessity of our avoiding
and calling attention to sinful practices,
yet he never even hints that doing so
with a belligerent manner is acceptable
to the Lord.”

May God help us to do our best to
be strict to the same degree and in the
same manner as commanded by the
Bible and exemplified by Paul.



In our modern world we normally
think of trembling only when we are
terrified, and certainly it is not good to
be frightened to that extent. One would
never think that we should fremble at
God or His Word. After all, some would
say, "God loves all of us, and we are
His children." Should a child tremble
in the presence of his father? No!

If we think of trembling in the
sense of fear, then | would agree with
the above sentiment. But there is
another sense of trembling that is
good. Notice the words of Isaiah in
chapter 66, verse 2: " But on this one
will I look: on him who is poor and of a
contrite spirit, and who trembles at My
word." Here we find some
characteristics of that man with whom
God has a special relationship. God is
a God of the universe, but He will
condescend to the depths of man if we
are of a certain character. God does
not dwell in temples made with hands
but in certain human hearts.

Trembling at
the Word of
God

JERRY BATES

First of all, we are to be of a poor
and contrite spirit, that is, a humble
spirit. God does not look with favor
upon a man simply because he is poor,
but He looks upon those with a humble
spirit, He also wants us to have a
contrite spirit. This is a spirit that is
deeply affected by sin. It is the
opposite of pride and self-
righteousness. God wants us to wholly
lean upon Him, realizing that without
Him we are nothing.

Secondly, notice that God
through Isaiah tells us that He wants
us to "tremble" at His word, Of course,
God is not saying that we should
literally tremble as we pick up the Bible
to read it. He is referring to the sense
of awe, respect and reverence we
should have toward God and His word.
We do not add to or take away from
what God has said (Revelation 22 : 18,
19), and we should seeks to obey it
with all our hearts. That type of respect
is sadly lacking among most people,



even among those who say they
believe the Bible is God's word, Many
read and then go on to live their lives
pretty much as they please. Most will
try to hide their actions, and then if
discovered, attempt to justify
themselves in a number of ways.
Excuses are offered in an effort to
defend their behaviour or at least to
lessen the supposed severity of their
offences. it seems that to most people,
not something about which we should
be overly concerned.

The word of God is our Authority
and our Laws to which we are
amenable. God tells us that He
expects us to obey it at all costs. Some
would say they agree with that
statement, but then they add a
disclaimer saying that Christ died for
us, hence we can have a right
refationship without perfect obedience.
They might also add that God Knows
we are weak, human creatures;
therefore, God will excuse our failures
and shortcomings. However, just
because we can have our sins forgiven
through Christ should not cause us to
somehow forget the terrible nature of
sin, to overlook the high price of sin
that Christ paid, or to think that God is
no longer interested in absolute
obedience. It is a sad commentary
upon our society when survey upon
survey shows little difference in how a
Christian and a non-Christian live their
lives.

The humble and contrite heart
is always going to deeply feel the pain

of failing to live up to the standard that
God desires of His children. When the
apostle Peter denied Christ, doing the
very thing that Jesus had just a few
hours earlier predicted he would do,
Peter did not try to justify it or thing
that it wasn't really his fault. Matthew
26:75 records simply that " he went
out and wept bitterly, " indicating his
genuine repentance. In Acts 8 we read
about the conversion of a man, Simon
the Sorcerer. Soon after his
conversion, he sinned by trying to buy
the power to pass the gift of the Holy
Spiriton to other people, just like Peter
had the power to do. In verse 22 Peter
told him to "repent therefore of this
your wickedness, and pray God if
perhaps the throught of your heart
may be forgiven you." | suggested that
there were several excuses Simon
could have offered to lessen his guilt,
the chief of which might be that he had
been a Christian only a very short
time. However, Simon presents no
defense. He simply pleads, "Pray to
the Lord for me, that none of the things
which you have spoken may come
upon me" (Acts 8:24). | can imagine
the "trembling" as he spoke those
words. The church needs more people
who " tremble" at God's Word,
servants who conform their lives as
closely as possible to what God wants
them to be. In addition, the church
needs more members who genuinely
repent when mired in sin, offering no
excuse of defense, but simply asking
forgiveness from God and others.
Those are the ones God will bless.



Either a real account or

something that could have happened,
a young lady touring England and
Europe was shown a magnificent, very
old cathedral, The tour guide probably
expecting the tourists to whom he was
speaking to be awed by the grandeur
of the antique architecture was taken
back when the young lady asked, "yes,
but when was the last time somebody
was saved here?" Now there's a young
lady who was thinking, and more
attuned in her thinking than customarily
we are under similar circumstances; A
Church building where the saved do not
assemble and where the unsaved are
not saved is no more useful than a
lighthouse that no longer shines its fight
upon the cragged shoreline to warn
away ships from certain destruction.
Such light houses and cathedrals are
little more than museums, keepking
alive the faint memory of yesteryear.

A few years ago when | preached
a Gospel meeting in Wisconsin, Bonnie

Christianity,
Merely a
Museum

Piece?

LOUIS RUSHMORE

and | drove by a quaint, old, white wood
- framed church building, It was in good
repair, freshly painted and surrounded
by immaculately groomed grounds. In
its own right, this meetinghouse built
in bygone days was worthy of
memorializing by making a photograph
of it. However, what caught my
attention most was the signage it bore;
rather than identifying a religious group
meeting there from time to time, the
sign simply read, " Museum." Yes, |
know that from a biblical perspective
there is a difference between a
meetinghouse and a church (an
assembly), and a building as such
could be used for about anything; it is
not holy, Yet, a beautiful old church
building bearing the bare-lettered, one-
word sign, "Museum," seemed to make
a much larger statement about the
state of Christianity in America.

If the United States of America
was ever Christian nation, itis no longer
a Christian nation now. In the sense



that legal encroachments throughtout
our country against Christianity and

Bible belivers are ever occurring of late, -

the powers that be in high places and
low places are doing their best to stamp
out Christianity from American life, in
the sense that so-called Christians
have so badly diluted their religious
faiths that they often esteem anti-Bible
doctrine  (e.g., approval of
homosexuality, etc.). Christianity in
Americais becoming a useless antique
and merely a museum piece. To the
extent that Christianity becomes merely
a memory refreshed infrequently by
visiting it in a museum will this or any
country that does like-wise become
weak, and despised by God. " The
wicked shall be turned into hell, and all
the nations that forget God" (Psalm
9:17).

Principles of Christianity made
this nation great once. The Bible was
the foundation of the legal system in
our country. Common morality in days

gone by was based squarely on the
Bible. Unaware of biblical instruction
and unimpressed with the very Word
of God, citizens throughout our nation
no longer feel ashamed irrespective of
how repulsive by Bible standards their
behaviour may be.

"Were they ashamed when they
had committed abomination? No!
They were not at all ashamed; Nor did
they know how to blush. Therefore they
shall fall among those who fall; At the
time | punish them, They shall be cast
down, says the LORD" (Jeremiah
6:15).

Empty, echoing chambers in
grandiose cathedrals, shuttered
meeting houses and frivolous, anti-
biblical denominationalism relegate
Christianity to being merely a museum
piece. Is Christianity for you justan
old, useless antique, or are you
simply and proudly a true Christian
(Acts 11:26; 26:28; 1 Peter 4:16)?
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- Subhavartha Channel Sunday 6.00 p.m
Rakshana Channel Wednesday 6.30 p.m
Rakshana Channel Thursday 2.30 p.m
Speakers : Ricky, Ronnie & Joshua Gootam

- Shubhasandesh Channel Sunday & Tuesday 7.00 - 7.30ip '
Speakers : Francis, Vinay, & Sunny David ‘
P.O. Box. 3815, New Delhi - 110049

- Jai Hind Channel Saturday 6.00-6.30 a.m
Speaker : P.K. Varghese

: Tamilan T.V. Tuesday 9.30 - 9.45 p.m
Sunday 6.45 - 7.00 p.m.
Holy Cross T.V. Sunday 6.30-6.45 a.m (Only in Puducheery)
King of Glory T.V. Sunday 6.15 - 6.30 a.m (in Tirunelveli
Speakers : Philemon & Kingsley

Tamilan T.V. Monday 7.00 - 7.15 a.m
Thursday 9.30 - 10 p.m.

Saturday 7.15 - 7.30 a.m.

Speaker : Rajanayagam

Tamilan T.V. Monday 6.00 - 6.15 a.m.
Saturday 6.15 - 6.30 p.m.
Speaker : Arjunan

)

TAMIL RADIO PRAGRAMS FROM SRI LANKA RADIO
Sunday to Wednesday 5.30 - 5.45 p.m.
Speakers : Douglas & P.R. Swamy
Saturday 5.30 - 5.45 p.m., speakers : Arjunan

Please write to these addresses for
Bible correspondence courses, Magzines,
and other Christian Literature in your language:

7
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