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The Bible speaks of many
decisions, some that have been
made and others that have yet to
be made. Some people make
decisions much more swiftly than
others. Some have the ability to
weigh the "pros and cons" with
more ease and confidence than the
rest of us. Some are more
observant of information that is
pertinent to the decision at hand.

However, not all swift
decision-makers use wisdom in
reaching their decisions. Many,
unfortunately, are overly impusive
in making some decisions. We
have all made some purchases
rather hurriedly that we later
regretted, haven't we? That isn't
necessarily all bad, though,
because if we will let them, our
mistakes can help us to become
more careful and less impulsive in
our decision-making.

Then there are those folks who
-seem afraid to make a decision. It
is difficult for them to make a
purchase, but the same reluctance

Decisions,
Decisions

Byron Nichols

is true in deciding whether to seek
or accept a new job, choose to
remain single or to look for
someone to marry, etc. Like it or
not... there are many decisions in
this life that we must make, and
so we need to make those
decisions with as much wisdom as
possible.

Decisions have to be made
every day. For example: How will
[ use this day? Will T attempt to
encourage others? Will I give any
attention to the needs of others?
Will T try to grow spiritually
myself?

Some decisions are more
serious or critical than others.
Whether [ shave before or after
breakfast is not as important as
whether I show up for work at the
appointed time. Checking whether
the car needs to be washed is not
as serious as making sure it has
sufficient gas in the tank to get me
to where I need to go.

‘Making decisions that can
enhance the likelihood of my
eternal salvation are much more
vital than making decisions
regarding my physical apperance.
Please notice some crucial
decision-making when Jesus



asked, "For what profit is it to a
man if he gains the whole world,
and loses his own soul? Or what
will a man give in exchange for
his soul?" (Matthew 16:26).

Decisions carry consequences.
The choosing of our friends can
have eternal consequences.
Choosing God-fearing Christians
as our friends can bear wonderful
spiritual fruit, but choosing as
close friends those who have little
or no concern about God and who
have no interest in serving Him
can easily cause us to drift farther
and farther away from the Lord.

We have a great deal to do with
our own well-being and our
relationship with God. James tell
us, "Draw near to God and He
will draw near to you' (James
4:8). Then in verse 10 he adds,
"Humble yourselves in the sight of
the Lord, and He will lift you up."

The Bible likens our manner of
life to a farmer sowing seed in
preparation or in anticipation of a
crop. It is our decision as to what
kind of seed we sow, as well as to
the quantity that we sow. We need
to heed the words of Paul in
Galatians 6:7-9, which read, '""Do
not be deceived, God is not
mocked; for whatever a man
sows, that he will also reap. For
he who sows to his flesh will of
the flesh reap corruption, but he
who sows to the spirit will of the
spirit reap evelasting life. And let
us not grow weary while doing

good, for in due season we shall
reap if we do not lose heart."

Paul makes it quite clear that
we make the decision as to what
kind of seed we are going to sow.
However, he makes it equally clear
that regardless of which kind of
seed we decide to sow, we will reap
a harvest- either a harvest of
earthly corruption or a spiritual
harvest of everlasting life. I ask
you, "How difficult should it be
to make that decision?"

Most folks want to be able to
malke their own decisions, to make
their own choices. That's the way
God made us, with freewill. That's
just fine as long as we understand
what a great responsibility we have
in making our decisions. We must
not forget that decisions carry
consequences, and sometimes
those consequences are irreversi-
ble; they cannot be undone.

When we lie down at night, we
need to review our day and the
decisions that we made in it,
whether they were good, not so
good, or even bad. They will have
their consequences. Repentance
and prayer can result in forgive
ness of our sinful decisions, but
that still does not eliminate all of
the consequences that can result
from our decisions.

Let's all pray fervently and
frequently for wisdom as we make
our decisions throughout our lives,
here, so that we may be able to
enjoy eternity.



In Hebrews 6:10, we find the
inspired writer wrote some very
encouraging words. "For God is
not unjust to forget your work
and labor of love which you
have ministered to the saints,
and do minister." The recipients
of this letter were discouraged.
Previously in this same chapter,
the writer warned them of the
dangers of apostasy. Then in
verse 9, he expressed his
confidence that they would
continue living faithfully, and he
penned words of encouragement.
These words should encourage
us as well, because they remind
us of the faithfulness of God. Let
us briefly think about these
words.

We find the assurance that
God is not unjust. God does not
change His mind or revoke His
promises. In contrast to man,

God Is not Unjust

Jerry Bates

God always keeps His promises.
Man changes his mind for three
main reasons. Since we cannot
predict the future, we sometimes
have to adapt to new situations,
Nothing, however, takes God by
surprise. Sometines our plans are
hindered by someone or some
thing more powerful. There is
nothing more powerful than God,
so this cannot be true of God.
Thirdly, man changes his mind
due to covetousness because he
thinks he can get a better deal.
Again, we see that this cannot be
true of God . Moses wrote in
Numbers 23:19, "God is not a
man, that He should lie, nor a
son of man that He should
repent. Has He said, and will
He not do? Or has He spoken,
and will He not make it good ?"
Furthermore, the psalmist
penned, "My convenant I will
not break, nor alter the word
that has gone out of My lips"
(Psalm 89:34). God wants us to
know that we can trust Him
completely and the writer of
Hebrews continued to emphasize



that in Hebrews 6:13-18.

God in not unjust to forget.
This carries the idea of simply
neglecting to do something. We
know that man often forgets and
needs to be reminded. Not only
does man forget, but he
frequently neglects to do what he
knows he should do. We see this
idea in the Book of Hebrews.
These Christians were warned
against neglecting their salvation
(Hebrews 2:3). They had
neglected to grow as they should
have (5:12). They were
encouraged not to neglect to
show hospitiality (13:2).
However, God does not forget.
God sees even the smallest act of
kindness and love, such as simply
giving a cup of cold water in His
name (Mathew 10:42), and He
certainly will not simply neglect
to keep His promises. [saiah
emphasized this fact when he
compared God to a mother and
her baby. ""Can a woman forget
her nursing child, and not have
compassion on the son of her
womb? Surely they may forget,
yet I will not forget you" (Isiah
49:15).

On the other hand, God does
forget some things. For instance,
God forgets our past sins. "L,
even I, am He who blots out
your transgressions for my own

sake; And I will not remember
your transgressions for My
own sake; And I will not
remember your sins" (Isaiah
43:25). In Hebrews 8:12, the
writer quoted Jeremiah 31:34,
n...their sins and their lawless
deeds I will remember no
more." Thus, we can be assured
that when God forgives, those
sins are gone forever. This is
often in contrast with the habits
of men. Shakespeare once wrote,
"The evil that men do lives after
them; the good is oft interred with
their bones." God remembers our
good deeds and forgets our sins.
What a blessing this is!

God is not unjust to forget
our labor of love. These are
deeds done out of love with no
hope of recompense. This is love
shown toward Christ; yet, the
deeds are administered to fellow
Christians in need. When one
cares for fellow saints, he is also
caring for Christ (Matthew
25:40). These Christians are
called saints. One does not have
to be dead to be a saint, nor does
the word refer to a super-spiritual
person. All Christians are saints,
that is, one consecrated or set
apart for God's service. These
Christians had performed such
loving service in the past and
were continuing to do so, but they
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needed words of encouragement,
words to remain them that their
labor was not in vain.

God would remember their
loving kindness shown to fellow
saints. "For the eyes of the Lord
run to and fro throughout the
whole earth, to show Himself
strong on behalf of those whose
heart is loyal to Him" (2
Chronicles 16:9). God took note
of Cornelius' desire to please Him
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even in his unsaved state (Act
10:4). How much more will He
take note of His children's efforts
to serve Him? These words
should encourage us as well. It is
easy to get discouraged and
wonder if it is all worthwile. We
sometimes ask, "Does anyone
care?". Man might not, but we
can rest assured that God sees,
and He cares. Never should we
be discouraged by thinking that
our deeds are being overlooked.



Left Behind

Louis Rushmore

The real left behind are not
the supposed post-premillennial
rapture refuse of ungodly souls
per that anti-biblical
unscriptural manmade, denomi
national doctrine that has been
and continues to be so popular
with the majority of the religious
crowd in Christendom. The real
left behind are the survivors
whose parents, children, spouses,
other family members or friends
have passed away. "We who are
alive remain". (1
Thessalonians 4:15) have been
left behind, and we grieve. The
severity of our grief varies from
person to person, differs
respecting who it is that left us
behind (e.g., acquaintance,
friend, grandparent, sibling, aunt
or uncle, spouse, child, etc.,) and
fluctuates in keeping with the
depth of the relationship we

and

and

enjoyed with the deceased (i.e.,
the closer the relationship and the
more love exchanged). In any
case, we grieve because we have
been left behind by our loved
ones.

We who have been left behind
find ourselves overwhelmed with
a myriad of often simultaneous
and involuntary feelings. There
is that biting, overshadowing
umberella of loneliness and a
sense of abandonment. At the
same time there is the stifling and
stuffy delirium of sadness and
depression that leads us to throw
away formely held human and
earthly aspirations as though
there is little left for which to live
and expectation of ever enjoying
anything again or even any longer
maintaining a longing for life.
Life, death and eternity become
the only realities. An



embarrassing spontaneous
bitterness arises, really with no
one or anything toward which to
direct it, though some mourners
fashion the object of their
resentment in the form of the
departed loved one or even at
God. Collectively, such an
emptiness and void in the lives
of those who are left behind is a
dark, bottomless pit of misery.

What are we to do? First,
acknowledge that the pain of our
losses likely will never go away,
but that with the passing of time
the unbearable pain presently
borne will eventually become
more bearable. Secondly,
observe that death has distin-
guished for us between things
that don't really matter and what
really matters (i.e., things
spiritual and relating to eternity).
Thirdly, filling one's life with
Christian service and routine will
provide automated purpose and
direction to help us through the
mumbling period when we lack
sufficient ethusiasm to be
thoughtful and reflective in our
daily lives. Christian service,
routine (e.g., exercise, time to eat,
sit on the back porch before
retiring for the night, etc.) and
duty will get us out of our beds

to which perhaps we would rather
like to retreat and stay for the next
hundred years.

Fourthly, look for the
opportunities in the single life to
accentuate one's value to our
Lord Jesus Christ as fruitful
servants.

There is a difference
between a wife and virgin. The
unmarried woman cares about
the things of the Lord, that she
may be holy both in body and
in spirit. But she who is married
cares about the things of the
world- how she may please her
husband. And this I say for
your own profit, not that I may
put a leash on you, but for what
is proper, and that you may
serve the Lord without
distraction.”" (1 Corinthians
7:34,35 NKJV)

Fifthly, we who have been left
behind can harbor an internal,
personal hope of reacquainting
ourselves with the souls who
have parted from us. "But now
he is dead; why should I fast?
Can I bring him back again? I
shall go to him, but he shall not
return to me' (2 Samuel 12:23).
Yet, the relationship will not be
the same as it was; for instance,



there are no marriages in heaven
(Mathew 22:24-30), but marriage
is an earthly reationship
dissolved at death (Romans 7:2).
Sixth, "We who are alive and
remain" can rejoice by
remembering the years during
which we were able to treasure
the association with our loved
one, thanking God for that.
Seventh, some of us may find the
sweet comfort of renewed
companionship by entertaining a
new- but not a repacement- love.
For some, that will involve
remarriage with God's blessing
(Romans 7:2,3; 1 Corinthians
7:39; 1 Timothy 5:14). "Then
Isaac brought her into his
mother Sarah's tent; and he took
Rebekah and she became his
wife, and he loved her. So Isaac
was comforted after his mother's
death' (Genesis 24:67).

Eighth, we who have been left
behind have every reason to take
to heart more fully in our
thoughts and plans the biblical
phrase, "if the Lord wills"
(James 4:15; 13-16). Make plans,
but do so with the full realization
that God may overrule us. Ninth,
if not completely subsides in this
life, our tears will be removed in
the heavenly hereafter where
there is no death (Revelation

10

21:4). Tenth, the sheer joy of
heaven will sufficiently
overshadow our current sorrows,
no matter how deeply they are felt

on this terrestrial sphere
(Matthew 13:14).

Comparatively speaking, life
is short (Job 14:1,2; Psalm
90:10;1 Peter 1:24). It matters
not as much how long we live,
but rather what we do with our
lives as long as we live. We who
are left behind need to live our
lives fully and let God make the
determination as to when we will
finally be granted release
(Philippians 1:20-24) to enjoy the
foretaste of heavenly bliss (Luke
16:19-31). In the meantime, we
who are left behind need to
consign ourselves to Christian
service, leaning on our Lord for
the comfort that we
desperately need. That comfort is
afforded to us through our
Christian brethren. ""Blessed be
the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies and God of all comfort,
who comforts us in all our
tribulation, that we may be able
to comfort those who are in any
trouble, with the comfort with
which we ourselves are
comforted by God" (2 Corinthians
1:3,4). :

SO
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(GOD GAVE US CHILDREN ’

Joslyn Ramsubhag

God gave us Children
So small and so cute;
We hug them and kiss them
And play peek a boo.

God gave us children
They grow every day;
we spank them and train them
And watch them not stray.

God gave us children
So restless are some;
We groom them and prune them
And teach them good fun.

God gave us children
They try us each day
Though kicking and fussing,
we demand they obey.

God gave us children
who insist on their own way;
we give in and ignore them
And spoil them everyday.

God gave us children
Each one to discipline,
To shape them and rule them
Then give back to Him.
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CESPEL FREAGHING @
TELFVISION & RADI®

Telugu : Subhavartha Channel Sunday 6.00 p.m
Rakshana Channel Wednesday 6.30 p.m
Rakshana Channel Thursday 2.30 p.m
Kanthi TV : Everyday 7:30 AM
Kanthi TV : Everyday 3:30 PM
Speakers : Ricky, Ronnie & Joshua Gootam

Hindi  : Shubhasandesh Channel Sunday & Tuesday 7.00-7.30 pm
Speakers : Francis, Vinay, & Sunny David
P.O. Box. 3815, New Delhi - 110049

Malayalam: Jai Hind Channel Saturday 6.00-6.30 a.m
Speaker : P.K. Varghese

Tamil : Tamilan T.V. Tuesday 9.30 - 9.45 p.m
Sunday 6.45 - 7.00 p.m.
Holy Cross T.V. Sunday 6.30-6.45 a.m (Only in Puducherry)
King of Glory T.V. Sunday 6.15 - 6.30 a.m (in Tirunelveli Dist)
Speakers : Philemon & Kingsley

Tamilan T.V. Monday 7.00 - 7.15 a.m
Thursday 9.30 - 10 p.m.

Saturday 7.15 - 7.30 a.m.

Speaker : Rajanayagam

Tamilan T.V. Monday 6.00 - 6.15 a.m.
Saturday 6.15 - 6.30 p.m.
Speaker : Arjunan

TAMIL RADIO PRAGRAMS FROM SRI LANKA RADIO
Sunday to Wednesday 5.30 - 5.45 p.m.

Speakers : Douglas & P.R. Swamy
Saturday 5.30 - 5.45 p.m., speakers : Arjunan

Please write to these addresses for
Bible correspondence courses, Magzines,
and other Christian Literature in your language.

All of these Programmes are sponsoréd
by
CHURCH OF CHRIST




