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Editorials:

Not Everything is a Test of Fellowship ...
The Bride of Christ




Not everything is a test of
fellowship, but some things are,
in fact, a test of fellowship.
While there are many things in
life and in religion that do not
matter, there are a number of
things, including religious
beliefs and practices, that
mattered yesterday, matter
today, will matter tomorrow and
will matter eternally. Hence,
mankind must adhere to divine
instructions when it involves
something that matters in both
this life and eternity. “0 Lord, I
know the way of man is not in
himself; It is not in man who
walks to direct his own steps”
(Jeremiah 10:23 NKIJV).

Characteristically, humans
frequently are given to
extremes. Every facet of life
demonstrates this (e.g., politics,
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religion, social organizations, at
work, etc.). Some people are too
loose with rules and values,
while others oppositely are
overly strict respecting
procedures and beliefs. In the
Lord’s church, even some
Christians do not try hard
enough to practice biblical
instructions, while still other
Christians try too hard to
implement and enforce
religious teaching. Those on the
left of biblical center loose
God-given teaching, while
ultraconservative brethren
essentially make rules where
God did not make any. The
Gospel of Christ is difficult
enough to apply to one’s life,
and so no one ought to take it
upon himself to make it more
difficult (Galatians 1 :6-9;



Revelation 22: 18-19).

Regarding members of the
church who take a liberal
approach to the Scriptures, it is
misleading and deceitful for
them to presume that they are
more studied and more mature
in the Christian faith than those
with whom they disagree
regarding New Testament
teaching. “Oh, we used to
believe like you do, but we have
studied Scriptures [again] more
earnestly, and we are more
mature in the faith now.” Such
self-aggrandizing has become
the code words for excuses to
introduce instrumental music
(and other things, too) into
Christian worship, despite the
fact that the New Testament
specifically defines acceptable
music in worship as “speaking
to one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs,
singing” (Ephesians 5: 19) and
“teaching and admonishing
one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs,
singing” (Colossians 3: 16).

The attitude that whatever is
not specifically prohibited in
New Testament Scripture is
permitted dilutes Christianity to

the subjectivity of each
individual; it lays aside the
authority of God’s Word to
regulate our lives and to serve
as the roadmap from earth to
eternity. In addition, limiting
the authority of the Bible to
direct commands and laying
aside apostolically approved
examples as well as implied
New Testament teaching (from
which we are obligated to infer
correctly and only what is
implied) disarms God’s Word
of its authority, too.

Notice that Acts 20:7 is an
approved, apostolic example
relative to the day on which
(first day of the week) and the
frequency of which (weekly) to
partake of the Lord’s Supper. It
is no wonder, then, that those
who disregard approved
biblical examples have no
scruples about not limiting the
observance of communion to
Sundays, care little about how
often it may be observed
(monthly, quarterly, semi-
annually, annually) or care on
what occasion it may be served
and eaten (e.g., at a wedding).
Notice that for any New
Testament command to apply to



anyone now living, a person
must infer from the scriptural
implication that some of what
was originally spoken or written
to a first century audience
applies to someone to whom it
was not written and whose
name does not appear in
Scripture. Without implication
and inference, none of God’s
Word would apply to anyone
today!

As a final attempt to justify
departure from the authority of
God’s Word (and to quiet
dissenters to their apostasy),
apostates clamor for tolerance
based on Romans 14. This, too,
is an abuse of the biblical
context. Romans 14 concerns
matters over which brethren had
differences of opinion, not
matters that were the subject of
divinely-given New Testament
doctrine or teaching. It is wholly
wrong for anyone to attempt to
relegate departure from God-
given instruction to merely a
matter of opinion.

Departures from the
Christian faith were prophesied
and warnings abound about the
same. “For the time will come

when they will not endure
sound doctrine, but according
to their own desires, because
they have itching ears, they will
heap up for themselves
teachers; and they will turn
their ears away from the truth,
and be turned aside to fables”
(2 Timothy 4:3-4). “Now I urge
you, breth-ren, note those who
cause divisions and offenses,
contrary to the doctrine which
you learned, and avoid them.
For those who are such do not
serve our Lord Jesus Christ,
but their own belly, and by
smooth words and flattering
speech deceive the hearts of the
simple” (Romans 16:17-18).
“Whoever transgre-sses and
does not abide in the doctrine
of Christ does not have God.
He who abides in the doctrine
of Christ has both the Father
and the Son. If anyone comes
to you and does not bring this
doctrine, do not receive him
into your house nor greet him;
for he who greets him shares
in his evil deeds” (2 John 9-11).
Not everything is a test of
fellowship, but some things are,
in fact, a test of fellowship.
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The Bible uses several
images to help us understand the
church. Each image reveals
certain aspects of it, and none
alone can provide a full picture
ofthe church. Perhaps one of the
most picturesque images of the
church is that of a bride. Paul
said in 2 Corinthians 11 :2, “For
Iam jealous for you with godly
Jjealousy. For I have betrothed
You to one husband, that I may
present you as a chaste virgin
to Christ.” For a few moments
let us contemplate some things
this image tells us about the
church.

The first characteristic is
loyalty or commitment. As we
all know, when one enters the
covenant relationship of
marriage, a deep commitment is
made and for one to betray that
trust and be unfaithful is a
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difficult act to forgive. Likewise,
this illustrates the fidelity a
Christian is to have towards
Christ. When one becomes a
Christian, he makes a
commitment to Christ. He enters
into a covenant relationship with
Christ and belongs to Christ, just
as a husband and wife belong to
each other. “But he who is
Joined to the Lord is one spirit
with Him” (1 Corinthians 6:
17). We should value this
relationship above any other
relationship or possession (Luke
14:26,27).

Secondly and closely related
to the above discussion, we enter
into a close relationship that is
like no other. No relationship on
earth is closer than that of a
husband and a wife. In
Ephesians 5:22-33, Paul used
the husband-wife relationship to



describe the church. He said that
the wife is to submit to her
husband. Today, many women
are reluctant to do this; however
when one considers the
characteristics of the husband to
which she submits, it should not
be difficult. This husband loved
his wife so much that he was
willing to die for her. By means
of this extended parallel of a
husband and a wife, Paul
described the bond between a
Christian and Christ. The church
looks to Christ as her perfect
Head. One who loves the church
so much that He died for her, so
that He can present her to God
as a glorious church without
spot or blemish (Ephesians
5:25-27). When one truly
understands this, it should not be
difficult to submit his life to the
headship and authority of Christ.

Thirdly, we enjoy the
abundant blessings of Christ’s
love and care. Jesus provides
eternal salvation to His church
(Ephesians 5:23). He also
sustains and nourishes the
church (Ephesians 5:29). He
provides the lifegiving food and
water; thus, we will no longer
hunger or thirst (John 4: 13, 14;
6:35). However, all of these
spiritual blessings are only

available to those who are “in
Christ” or belong to Him
(Ephesians 1 :3). Thus, unless
we are part of the church or His
bride, we cannot enjoy any of
these spiritual blessings.

Fourthly, the church enjoys
unparalleled promises. A
husband and a wife are joined
to each other for “better or
worse”. One never knows what
the future holds for a family in
this world; however, this
uncertainty is not true for the
church, because she belongs to
the Almighty God who controls
the future. Paul in Romans 8: 17
stated that we are joint heirs with
Christ. Whatever eternal
blessings Christ enjoys, we, as
part of His body, will also enjoy.
Yes, we may suffer for a while
here on this earth, just as Christ
suffered; however, Paul
continued his analogy by saying
that if we suffer with Him, “we
will also be glorified together.
For I consider that the
sufferings of this present time
are not worthy to be compared
with the glory which shall be
revealed in us” (Romans 8:
17,18). In 2 Corinthians 4: 17,
Paul compared our “light
affliction” with the “exceeding
and eternal weight of glory”.



Christ Himself promised in
Matthew 19:29 that no matter
what we sacrifice for Him, we
will receive a “hundredfold and
inherit eternal life”. We cannot
imagine what wonderful
blessings and promises that the
King of kings and Lord of lords
has in store for His bride.

Finally, a bride suggests
beauty. This beauty and
preciousness is emphasized in
Revelation 21 :2, “Then I, John,
saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as
a bride adorned for her
husband.” Nothing exceeds the
loveliness of a bride when she
is wearing her wedding
garments, especially to the
bridegroom.

The bride spends much time
und money picking out her
perfect dress; yet, God prepares
the clothes for His bride. “I will
greatly rejoice in the Lord. my
soul shall be Joyful In my God;
For he has clothed me with the
garments of salvation, He has
covered me with the robe of
righteousness, as a bridegroom
decks himself with ornaments,

and as a bride adorns herself
with her jewels” (1saiah 61: 10).
God’s bride is covered with the
pure white garments of salvation
that God provides. We all know
how the bridegroom rejoices
when he sees his bride, and that
represents how Christ sees His
bride. “And as the bridegroom
rejoices over the bride, so shall
your God rejoice over you”
(Isaiah 62:5). .

Since the church is the bride
of Christ and will enjoy all the
blessmgs previously described,
why should anyone not want to
be a part of her? Anyone who
thinks the church is unimportant
surely doesn't understand the
nature of the church. God invites
each one of us to enjoy the
blessings of being His bride.
Through faith in Christ, we are
united with Christ in baptism
(Romans 6:3-5; Galatians 3:27).
“For by one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body” (1
Corinthians 12:13). Thus, we are
able to enjoy the lavish promises
and blessings that only God can
provide for His bride, both here
and for all eternity. How can
anyone not be interested in
becoming the bride of Christ?
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