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Some things are true respecting
the Holy Spirit today in the lives
of mortals. In addition, some
things taught even by members of
the churches of Christ are not
biblically substantiated and are
doctrinally false. Irrespective of
whether one believes that the
indwelling in the child of God by
the Holy Spirit is literal, bodily and
personal or is instead by means of
the Word of God in the Christian,
some teachings about the Holy
Spirit are true, and some teachings
about the Holy Spirit are false.

Generally, advocates of either
understanding concerning the
manner of the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit acknowledge that the
miraculous age ended nearly 2,000
years ago. The apostle Paul wrote
by Divine inspiration that miracles
were to cease when they
accomplished their purpose of
providing a completed, written
revelation-the New Testament (1

The Holy Spirit:
True and False
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Corinthians 13:8-12). The purpose
of miracles was always to confirm
the Word (Mark 16:20) and to
confirm the Christ (John 20:30-
31). The inspired penman of the
Book of Hebrews acknowledged
that miracles in the first century
had confirmed the Word of God—
especially regarding salvation of
the soul (Hebrews 2:3-4).

Therefore, contemporary
activity of the Holy Spirit does not
include present-day communica-
tion to the child of God or to
anyone else. Historically and
during the times of biblical
miracles, the Holy Spirit spoke to
the Old Testament and to the New
Testament prophets of God (2
Peter 1:21). In the absence of
miracles and with the completion
of the New Testament, the Holy
Spirit does not speak directly to the
child of God in the twenty-first
century. Even if a Christian says
so0, God does not speak through the



Holy Spirit to anyone now with “a
still small voice” (1 Kings 19:
12)! .

Furthermore, the Holy Spirit
neither makes decisions for a child
of God nor does He directly guide
him in making his decisions.
Rather, the Holy Spirit influences
those who endeavor to implement
the Holy Spirit inspired Word of
God in their lives. This is
especially true with actual,
practicing Christians.

The providence of God and
how the Holy Spirit is involved.
in that providence pertains to
background circumstances that
provide opportunities and choices
about which the children of God
can make their own decisions.
Though the Holy Spirit is involved
in Divine providence, that does not
directly relate to God through the
Holy Spirit speaking to anyone
today. Also, providence is the
backdrop to God answering
prayers, but God’s invisible
providence does not facilitate
direct communication between the
Holy Spirit and Christians today.

Whenever God communicated
to mankind ardently through, the
Holy Spirit, that communication
was confirmed or validated by
miracles (e.g., Moses’ rod, Exodus
4:1-5; Gideon’s fleece, Judges
6:26-40; etc.). Since the age of
Bible miracles ended long ago,

“a still small voice” one may
suppose that he hears today is not
validated with Bible miracles, but
instead merely by subjective or
personal feelings. Without
miracles for authentication, even
if one really did hear “a still small
voice,” he could not discern
whose voice it was-God’s or
Satan’s. Only one’s subjective and
personal feelings could guess its
source.

Direct leading, direction or
communication ascribed to the
Holy Spirit today is not Divine in
origin. Neither are such assertions
based on biblical evidence (i.e., the
New Testament), but instead they

?pring forth from charismatic and
Pentecostal doctrines, which are
unscriptural and anti -scriptural. .

Nevertheless, the churches of
Christ are being led by the Holy
Spirit when they are comprised of
Christians who are being “led by
the Spirit” (Romans 8: 14;
Galatians 5: 18). Churches and
Christians ought to consent to be
led by the Holy Spirit today but in
order to do that, they must resort
to the Holy Spirit-inspired,
miracle-validated Word of God-
the New Testament. In addition,
we oughtto “speak as the oracles
of God” (1 Peter 4:11) and avoid
speaking “the language of
Ashdod” (Nehemiah 13:24).



The greatest demonstration of
the Deity of Jesus and the
truthfulness of Christianity is the
resurrection of Jesus. Most people
recognize that fact; thus, the
resurrection is also one of the most
disputed accounts found in the
Bible. It is not uncommon to hear
people simply stating as fact that
Jesus did not rise from the dead.
Usually, they give little if any
explanation to support their
contention; they merely state it and
apparently expect everyone to
agree with their assessment. The
resurrection accounts in the Bible
are often dismissed as simply the
created stories of the early church
to give additional honor and
authority to their founder, Jesus.
Unbelievers will frequently assert
that early Christians were looking
for a reason to believe in Jesus;
therefore, they were willing and
eager to believe anything that
would support a resurrection story
that had been created. There is an

The
Resurrection
of Jesus
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interesting account in Luke 24:
13-35 that clearly contradicts the
above assessment.

In these verses, we find two
disciples of Jesus walking towards
the village of Emmaus. and Jesus
appeared to them, but they did not
recognize Him. They were talking
about what had happened over the
last few days, and they were
disheartened (24: 17). Their minds
were filled with the bitterness of
disappointments and lost hopes.
Their Savior had just died! Their
dreams of the coming Messiah had
been shattered by the crucifixion
of Jesus.

Furthermore, these disciples
had already heard stories that the
tomb of Jesus was empty. This was
late in the day when Jesus was
walking with them (24:29), and
they had heard that some women
had gone to the tomb early that
morning, had seen a vision of
angels and had found the tomb



empty. They also had heard that
some other disciples had verified
their story that the tomb was
empty. These men also knew that
Jesus had prophesied that He
would be resurrected on the third
day. Yet, they still had not come to
the obvious conclusion that Jesus
had been resurrected. At this point,
we might want to metaphorically
shake these men by the shoulders
and tell them to wake up and
believe the evidence. Notice that
these men were not eager to
believe the resurrection claim as
many would have us believe. In
actuality, we find the opposite is
true. They were extremely
reluctant to believe the
resurrection, even though they had
heard some reports that indicated
the resurrection might very well be
true.

Jesus said to these men that
they were being foolish: Why were
they being foolish? They were
acting as fools because they did
not believe or understand what the
prophets had spoken concerning
the Messiah. Jesus then reminded
them that all which had happened
was necessary and that it was all
part of God’s plan. Moreover,
Moses and the prophets had
foretold all these things.
Furthermore, Jesus explained to
them what the Scriptures had
prophesied concerning Him.

One reason why these men

from Emmaus did not believe the
empty tomb reports was because
they were isolating those reports
from. the Scriptures. Many today
do the same thing. They dismiss
the resurrection accounts as wild,
fictional stories created by the
writers themselves, forgetting that
these accounts were only part of
the whole plan of God as revealed
in the Bible. They ignore the
prophecies of the Old Testament
regarding the necessity of Jesus
suffering and dying on the cross.
They overlook the prophecies of
Jesus Himself regarding His death
and resurrection, Just as these men
seemed to place little importance
to the words of Jesus.

Critics disregard other
evidences regarding the
resurrection of Jesus and view
these accounts as merely wild
stories. Preconceived Ideas often
make men blind to the truth. For
centuries men believed that
Aristotle was right when he said
that the heavier an object, the
faster It would fall to the earth. In
1589, nearly 2,000 years after
Aristotle’s death, Galileo
summoned learned professors to
the base of the Leaning Tower of
Pisa. He went to the top and
pushed off a ten-pound weight and
a one-pound weight. Both landed
at the same instant. The power of
belief was so'strong, however, that
the professors denied their



eyesight. They continued to say
Aristotle was right is spite of the
plain evidence before their eyes.

" We need to do what Jesus
encouraged these men from
Emmaus to do, believe all that the
prophets had spoken. Luke
implied that the reason they did
not recognize Jesus was because
they did not truly understand the
Scriptures (24:25-26). They
believed a portion of them. They
liked the part about the Messiah
as a king and a ruler. They did not
like the part about the suffering
Messiah; thus, they rejected it.

Jesus taught these men that the
cross was absolutely necessary. It
was neither a mistake nor a victory
for Satan. A suffering Messiah was
not a contradiction. There could
be no crown without there first
being a cross. They evidently had
never understood that before.
They had looked upon Jesus’ death
as a hideous and irreparable
calamity. When Jesus spoke to
them on the occasion now under
consideration, they learned that
the crucifixion was no mere
accident. Instead of being the
greatest of calamities, it was the
greatest of necessities. Love cried
for man’s liberation, while the
justice of God demanded his

punishment. How could these
conflicting demands be met?
Christ paid the price for us. “Who
his own self bore our sins in his
own body on the tree, that we,
being dead to sins, should live
unto righteousness: by whose
stripes ye were healed” (1 Peter
2:24).

The Scriptures say that their
eyes were opened, and they
recognized that Jesus was
speaking to them. Immediately,
Jesus vanished from their sight.
Now everything made sense, and
they went back and told the
apostles what had happened. What
was the difference? They had seen
Jesus! However, before Jesus
revealed Himself to these men, He
led them back to the Scriptures.
Seemingly, He wanted them to
fully understand the Scriptures and
place the resurrection account in
its context. That is exactly what we
must do. W cannot isolate the
resurrection accounts from the
whole context of Scripture and
God'’s plan as if we can accept or
reject just that part. When we
consider all the Scriptures, the
empty tomb and other evidences
surrounding the event, the
truthfulness of the resurrection is
the only thing that makes sense.
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