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"Male pattern blindness" is a
phrase that I have heard on
occasion being muttered by some
woman, maybe even my wife,
regarding men and perhaps me in
particular. That expression is
likely to occur, for instance, if I
were unable to find something in
the refrigerator, although
whatever for which I was
searching was plainly in view. (I
tend to think, however, if there is
such a thing as “male pattern
blindness,” there must also exist
sometimes “female pattern
blindness.”) Someone else might
utter another idiom when
something obviously visible
cannot be discovered, such as, “If
it were a snake, it would’ve bitten
you!” All of us, I suppose, on
occasion are oblivious to what
should be obvious to us. Most of
the time, though, our “blindness”
when trying to locate something

Soul Conscious

Louis Rushmore

is relatively unimportant, and
pertains to mundane matters
associated with daily life.

Yet, it is a serious human
failing when we appear to be
blinded to spiritual matters,
which pertain to one’s eternal life.
[t is alarming when the children
of God seem to have little
concern for their own spiritual
wellbeing and even less interest
in the spiritual welfare of other
people. The priority of seeking
spiritual pursuits ahead of
material needs was clearly stated
by our Lord Jesus Christ.
“Therefore do not worry, saying,
‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘“What
shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall
we wear?’ For after all these
things the Gentiles seek. For
your heavenly Father knows
that you need all these things.
But seek first the kingdom of
God and His righteousness, and
all these things shall be added
to you “(Matthew 6:31-33



NKIJIV). " Nevertheless, the
children:of God have a long
history of being blinded to
spiritual things. “And in them the
prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled,
which says: ‘Hearing you will
hear and shall not understand,
And seeing you will see and not
perceive; For the hearts of this
people have grown dull. Their
ears are hard of hearing, And
their eyes they have closed, Lest
they should see with their eyes
and hear with their ears, Lest
they should understand with
their hearts and turn, So that I
should heal them” (Matthew
13:14-15; Isaiah 6:9-10).

Is it any wonder that our Lord
called upon His disciples to look
beyond the material world in
which they lived? Jesus Christ
challenged His followers to be
soul conscious when He said,
“Do you not say, ‘There are still
Jour months and then comes the
harvest’? Behold, I say to you,
lift up your eyes and look at the
Sields, for they are already white
Jor harvest!” (John 4:35). Jesus
was not talking about farming
and harvesting a physical crop at
the conclusion of a growing

- season. Rather, He used an
example from agriculture to
emphasize the requirement for
His disciples to participate in His

ministry “to seek and to save
that which is lost” (Luke 19: 10).
This is consistent with our Lord’s
parting words to HIS apostles
immediately preceding His
Ascension. “ ...Go into all the
world and preach the gospel to
every creature. He who believes
and is baptized will be saved. ... “
(Mark 16: 15).

Individual Christians need
to be soul conscious. We must
realize that our own bodies are
merely vehicles that house our
respective souls. The soul within
an individual is comparable to a
person riding inside of a vehicle
such as an automobile. The car is
not the person, but the person is
in the car; the car and the rider
inside it are separate. Eventually,
the vehicle’s passenger will leave
it, and ultimately, one’s soul will
leave his body (James 2:26),
unless the Second Coming occurs
in one’s lifetime (1 Thessalonians
4:15).

We must develop the
disposition of identifying
ourselves first and primarily as
souls while secondarily
identifying with the bodies that
house our réspective souls.
Christians need to look at family
members, friends, neighbors,
coworkers, classmates and
people in general differently from



the way in which we typically
view them. Purpose to look at
them from the inside out -
" visualizing them as souls before
we identify and classify them
respecting  their  bodily
characteristics (e.g., faces,
stature, gender and race).
Everyone is foremost a precious
soul, each soul by itself more
valuable than all of this world’s
wealth were it amassed together
(Matthew 16:26). Christians must
be soul conscious.

The Churches of Christ
need to be soul conscious.
Individual congregations and
collectively the congregations
that comprise the brotherhood or
universal church need to view
humanity on the basis of their
souls. The soul conscious church
will view itself first as an
assembly of souls and only
secondarily think of itself along
the lines of a collection of
physical bodies. Instead of
focusing primarily on gender,
generations and race, think first
and primarily of the souls within
the children of God. Looking
beyond the confines of
congregational membership, see
the world for what it is
spiritually- billions of precious
souls that happen to be housed
presently in mortal bodies.

(Of course, faithful Christians
must be aware of gender specific
roles assigned by Scripture to
men and to women. The
empbhasis herein is only to look
to the spiritual nature of
humankind to promote spiritually
healthy behavior and improve
evangelistic outreach to non-
Christians and unfaithful
Christians.)

Parents, your children are
souls abiding in temporary
dwellings bodies. Brethren, your
family members are souls
wrapped in flesh. Souls are
everywhere around us wherever
we see anyone. Every person on
planet earth is a soul in need of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the
salvation that it offers and the
eternal life it promises. Truly,
with souls around everyone of us,
the spiritual fields are white unto
harvest.

. Be soul conscious! See souls
through spiritual glasses. Our

‘own salvation and the redemption

of the souls of others is dependent
upon you as well as the Lord’s
church being soul conscious.
‘What do you see when you view
the persons with whom you
interact?

-



There are few religious acts
about which there is more
controversy than baptism. Most
of the Christian world does not
believe that it has anything to do
with our salvation. Many say that
it is only a symbolic ritual to
show what has already taken
place in our hearts and our lives,
namely, the forgiveness of our
sins. No passage speaks against
this attitude more clearly than
Romans 6:3-4. “Or do you know
that as many as of us as were
baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into His death?
Therefore we were buried with
Him through baptism into
death, that just as Christ was
raised fromthe dead by the glory
of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life”’.
We need to understand that
Romans 6 is not about baptism.
It is about sin. The word “sin”
appears 16 times in this chapter.

6

What happens in
Baptism?

Jerry Bates

Paul was encouraging Christians
to remember what took place
when they were baptized. I do not
know of anyone who questions
the fact that faith in the sacrifice
of Christ is the basis for our
forgiveness. Thus, the question is,
“When are our sins washed
away?”

Paul said’ that it occurs in
baptism. Baptism is much more
than a mere symbol or ritual. It is
more than a physical act of
obedience. In Romans 6:2, Paul
taught that we died to sin when
we were baptized. In 6:3, Paul
declared that we are baptized into
Jesus Christ as well as baptized
into His death.

Most people would agree that
it is the blood of Jesus that
actually washes away our sins
(Revelation I :5), but how can we
contact the blood of Jesus? The
blood of Jesus was shed at the



cross. When Jesus died, a
soldier put a spear into the
side of Jesus, and blood and
water flowed out (John
19:34). When we are
baptized, we are baptized
into the death of Jesus, which
is where the blood was shed.
Thus, we come in contact
with the blood of Jesus,
which washes away our sin.
No one can be saved without
dying to sin. No one can be
saved without being united
with Christ. No one can be
saved without contacting the
blood of Jesus. All of these
occur in baptism, according
to the apostle Paul.

Paul also said that after
baptism, we are raised to
walk in newness of life. In
baptism, Paul wrote how our
baptism is, in effect, a re-creation
of the death, burial and
resurrection of Jesus. Jesus ended
His physical life, but only to
begin a new resurrected life. In
like manner, we die to sin; thus,
we end our previous lives of sin
and beginnew lives of purity. We
.do not just change a few things
or erase a few mistakes. We
start new lives. This makes
baptism the physical point at
which our old lives end and our
new lives begin. “Therefore, if

anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation, old things have passed
away, behold, all things have
become new” (2 Corinthians 5:
17). Consequently, we begin a
life of single-minded devotion to
Jesus.

Considering what Paul
penned that happens at baptism,
how can anyone say that baptism
is only aritual or a symbol? While
itis a symbol, what it symbolizes
actually comes to pass, not by the
power of any man or the water,
but by the power of God. 1



So many people want only the
portion of God’s Word that suits
their belief, practice or situation.
This leads them to accept part of
it and to reject the rest. They try
to explain, argue and reason it
away. This is an abuse and a mis-
use of Holy Writ. We should want
the truth and all the truth in a
verse of Scripture. We should not
stop there, however, but go on to
accept the truth in every other
verse. We should want to know
all of the Lord’s will for us. We
should want to obey the whole
truth and teach it to others. Will-
ful ignorance or rejection of any
part of God’s Word will not help
us or anyone else. Partial truth
is not enough.

There are those who teach that
all one must do to be saved is to

You Can't Argue
with God's Word

J.C. Choate

believe. Verses like John 3: 16;
3:36; 5:24 and Acts 16:31 are
used to support this. In view of
what other verses teach, there
might be some argument as to
whether this is all that God re-
quires, but there can be no argu-
ment about the necessity of be-
lief or faith itself. We know that
these verses definitely teach that
one must believe. Yet, these are
not the only verses of Scripture
to be considered when it comes
to the salvation or the soul. Per-
haps those who use these verses
to teach “faith only” have isolated
them. Maybe they have misun-
derstood and limited the mean-
ing of faith.

Christ told us that one must
repent or perish (Luke 13:3).
Paul said that God commands all



men everywhere to repent (Acts
17:30). There are other verses
that teach and emphasize the need
for repentance. One might con-
clude that the most important
thing that one must do to be saved
is to repent of his sins. At the
same time, one might argue that
there is more to salvation than
this. Regardless, there is one
point on which there can be no
argument and that is that God re-
quires the sinner to repent of his
sins.

There are several verses that
stress the necessity of baptism
(Acts22:16; Romans 6:3). Does
this mean that “baptism only”
saves? Is not faith necessary?
What about repentance? These
questions may be brought up and
discussed, but there can be no
doubt about the necessity of bap-
tism, if one is going to accept all
of the truth of God’s will. Peter
told the people on the day of
Pentecost that they should repent
and be baptized for the remission
of their sins (Acts 2:38). Though
nothing is said about faith, the
question that was asked about
salvation shows clearly that they
believed already. However, re-
gardless of which points are left
out, the question is: What is
stated? “Repent, and let every
one of you be baptized in the

name of Jesus Christ for the re-
mission of sins...”. There can be
no discussion on this point. All
we can do is accept it.

Whether we are dealing with
the plan of salvation or some
other subject, we ought to ap-
proach our study of the Bible with
the attitude that we are going to
accept all the truth in every verse
and that we are going to accept
every command in every state-
ment.

Obviously, the Lord has not
given all the truth in one verse,
or even in a number of verses.
Neither has He given all the com-
mands of the Gospel in one verse.
We cannot stop with one verse or
two on any subject, but we must
go on to read and study all of
God’s Word and harmonize it. We
must accept all the truth in any
given verse and then go on to the
next verse. By so doing, we will
be able to sec all that the Lord
requires of us. Only by believing
and obeying the whole truth can
we be saved. There can be no ar-
gument about this.

Certainly, we should never
find ourselves in a situation
where we are forced to argue with
God’s Word. Neither should we
ever put ourselves in a position
where we have to reject any truth



in order to stay with some belief
we have already accepted. If we
do, we will lose every time-and,
finally, that decision to reject
portions of God’s Word will
cause our souls to be lost eter-
nally. What a tragic price to pay
for human pride or stubbornness,
‘or whatever attitude might cause
us to close our minds to truths that
we don’t want to accept'

It is.vital that we remember
- the words of our Lord, “He that

rejects me, and receives not my -

words, has one that judges him:
- the word that I have spoken, the

10

same shall judge him in the last
day. For I have not spoken of
myself; but the Father which
sent me, he gave me a command-
ment, what I should say, and
what I should speak. And I know
that his commandment is life
everlasting: whatsoever I speak
therefore, even as the Father
said unto me, so I speak” (.John
12:48-50).

Even our Lord did not have
the temerity to change God’s
message. Surely, no human
would dare to do such a thing.

1.
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SIX THINGS
NOT FOUND
AT THE
JUDGEMENT

The Bible speaks often of the
moment of reckoning, when the

1 righteous and wicked dead (John

5:28-29) and all living (Matthew 25:
31-33) will stand before the King of
kings to give account for the conduct
of the body (2 Corinthians 5:10).

. As we attempt to paint a mental
picture of the Judgment Day, some
things should not be envisioned
because they will not be there. There
will not be any

« Unbelievers (Philippians 2:10;
Revelation 1:5-7).

« Material possessions (2 Peter
3:10).

» Mistrials (Acts 17:31).

« Secrets (Romans 2:16).

+ Baptisms (Matthew 25:31-46).

« Invitation songs (Matthew 25:10).

There will be a righteous Judge
who will give a fair trial to every
individual. :

All will give an account. An
eternal sentence will be handed down
based upon one's life and acceptance
or rejection of Christ's sacrifice.
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