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The further south one travels,
even in mostly prosperous
America, the more beggars
populate traffic islands and road
intersections. Often, they hold
cardboard signs on which they
have scrolled their respective
messages for passing motorists,
hoping to elicit enough sympathy
to be the recipients of charitable
gifts.

One such vagrant’s sign
provoked some reflection on the
implication of his specialized
message. The signboard simply
read, “OUT OF WORK, GOD
BLESS.” Further, the sign was
decorated with crosses.

Clearly, this man’s appeal was
to people who he suspected were
influenced by Christianity, rather
than to people who were inclined
to favor other world religions (e.g.,
Judaism, Islam, Hinduism,

The
Beggar

Louis Rushmore

Buddhism or atheism). Especially
Christianity is noted for
charitableness. One does not
naturally, for instance, ascribe a
charitable trait to atheists toward
the less fortunate. After all, the
atheistic theory of evolution
champions the notion of the
survival of the fittest.

Hospitals, homeless shelters,
medical missions and a host of
charitable organizations characte-
ristically throughout history owe
their inception to religious persons
(those who subscribe to
Christianity or Judaism) who
revere the God of the Bible. This
beggar knew where he was
standing (i.e., in the USA) and to
whom he was appealing for a
handout (a society, at least once
upon a time, that was heavily
indoctrinated by Christianity).
Appealing to atheists and
Muslims, for instance, doubtlessly



would have produced less
favorable interaction with the
traveling public.

Christianity, according to the
beggar, is a nobler as well as a
more generous and sympathetic
religious system than other world
religions and atheism. God is
visible in Christianity in action but
not apparent in other world
religions and atheism. Christianity
stands alone and aloof from all
other religions and doctrines of
men.

What does it profit, my brethren,
if someone says he has faith but
does not have works? Can faith
save him? If a brother or sister is
naked and destitute of daily food,
and one of you says to them,
“Depart in peace, be warmed and
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filled,” but you do not give them
the things which are needed for the
body, what does it profit? Thus also
faith by itself, if it does not have
works, is dead. But someone will
say, “You have faith, and I have
works.” Show me your faith
without your works, and I will
show you my faith by my works.
(James 2:14-18 NKJV)

Then the King will say to those
on His right hand, “Come. you
blessed of My Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world: for I was
hungry and you gave Me food; 1
was thirsty and you gave Me drink;
Iwas a stranger and you took Me
in; I was naked and you clothed
Me: I'was sick and you visited Me;
1 was in prison and you came to
Me.” (Matthew 25:34-36).
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"My Relationship with God is my number
one focus. I know if I take care of that, He
will take care of everything else!"
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Most Christians would
probably say they subscribe to the
above-mentioned statement, and
the Bible commands us to have this
attitude. “For to this you were
called, because Christ also
suffered for us, leaving us an
example, that you should follow
His steps” (1 Peter 2:21). This text
has two main ideas. One is that
Christ is our example, like the
blueprint of a building that should
be followed exactly. The second
is that of being a follower. We
should be like a small boy trying
to put his feet is the same footprints
of his father. Jesus is our leader
upon whose footprints we are to
walk. There is an old song that
echoes this sentiment, “Footprints
of Jesus.”

Following Jesus sounds
exciting. Jesus lived like any

Where
He Leads,
| will

Follow

Jerry Bates

normal human being and
experienced the same emotions
that we do. Thus, as we struggle
through hard times, we can
imagine that Christ suffered those
times as well. As we experience
the highs of life, Jesus experienced
highs as well. However, as we
continue to look at our text in
1 Peter 2, our excitement leaves.
We see that following Christ is not
like an adventure but simply hard
work. In verse 23 we read, “who,
when He was reviled, did not
revile in return; when He
suffered, He did not threaten, but
committed Himself to Him who
judges righteously.” Our very
existence as Christians involves
the idea of suffering.

It is easy to say the words, “I
will follow Jesus wherever He
leads,” but most of the time, the



ones making the statement are not
prepared for the demands of that
statement. In Exodus 19:8, the
people of Israel made a bold
promise. “All that the Lord has
spoken we will do.” Soon after,
they broke most of the commands
that God had given them. In
Matthew 8:19 a scribe made an
even bolder statement to Jesus.
“Teacher, I will follow you
wherever You go.” Notice that this
man placed no restrictions on his
promise, but he did not realize
what he was saying. When the man
made this statement. multitudes
were following Jesus, and He was
healing many who were sick of
various ailments. I imagine that
this man envisioned a glorious
journey filled with excitement,
amazing miracles and memorable
events, but Jesus quickly ended
that idea. Following Jesus involved
walking the paths of sorrow, shame
and death for which he was not
prepared. In John I1:16 and 13:37,
Thomas and Peter boldly
proclaimed that they would lay
down their lives for Jesus.
Undoubtedly, both were very
sincere when they rashly made
these promises, but later events
certainly proved they were
unprepared to fulfill those
promises.

While we may want to think
that following Jesus would bring
great blessings, Jesus usually

pointed out the opposite. In the
cases we just cited, when people
boldly said they would follow
Jesus, He pointed out that
following Him involved suffering
and hardship. Unfortunately, it
seems that many today are like the
ones mentioned. We boldly make the
promise, “I will follow Jesus
wherever He leads,” but we do not
want much sacrifice either.

We need to remember what it
really means to follow Jesus. He said,
“If anyone serves Me, let him
follow Me, and where I am, there
My servant will be also. If anyone
serve.” Me, him My Father will
honor” (John 12:26). The word for
“serve” simply means to be a servant.
Most people do not want to be
servants. To serve Jesus means to
follow Him to imitate Him,
particularly regarding His suffering,
because immediately after this, Jesus
predicted His death (12:30-33). To
be Christ’s disciples, we must be
completely and totally committed to
Him and His cause.

That is very difficult to do. While
many say they are committed, that
commitment is only up to a certain
point. Of course, the point beyond
which they are not willing to go
might vary greatly depending upon
the individual. For some. that point
might be being an elder of the Lord’s
church. I have heard some declare
they would never be an elder due to
fear of being criticized by others.
Was Christ never criticized? For



some, it means never leaving friends
and family to teach others about
Christ. For others, it may mean only
doing those things that lead to honor
and praise.

Following Jesus means we are
ready to do whatever needs to be
done, even if it is nothing more than
helping others do the work. Too
often, Christians want to do their own
thing without much regard for the
work of others. To really follow
Christ means we work for the growth
of His kingdom, not our own
kingdoms. That may mean that we
simply help others, even if this means
that others will receive much of the

earthly credit for what is done. There
is an old song entitled, “Ready to
Suffer,” which echoes this sentiment.
The chorus of that song reads,
“Ready to go, or ready to stay, Ready
my place to fill; Ready for service,
lowly or great, Ready to do His will.”

“I will follow Jesus wherever He
leads” is a worthy promise to make,
but we should be prepared for what
itentails. It likely will at some point
mean suffering and hardship.
However, we can rest assured the end
will make all the cost worthwhile.
Jesus promised, "if anyone serves
Me, him My Father will honor”
(John 12:26).

6 Good Advice °
Walk like Enoch
Worship like Abel
Work like Nehemiah
Weep like Jeremiah
Obey like Job
Lead like Moses
Pray like Daniel
Win like Paul
Live like Christ



Imagine this: a person hears and
understands the Gospel, he repents
of his sins and is baptized, into
Christ. Immediately, God transforms
his body into immortal substance,
and he goes to his eternal home.
Wouldn’t that be wonderful? No
struggles. No temptations. Not one
soul ever being lost! What a perfect
plan!

Why didn’t God think of that?

Wait! If every Christian was taken
to be with God the moment he was
born into the family, who would be
left in the world to bring that message
of salvation to others? No one! So
the saving power of the Gospel
would have ended on the first day
of the beginning of the church, and
the world would have been lost in
total darkness ever since then !

So, that is why we live in this

Why Are
Christians
Left in this
World?

J.C. Choate

alien environment, in this world
whose lord is Satan-so that each one
of us can be the light of Christ,
shining in all the darkness of sin.
Think back to your own conversion:
in most cases, was it not the result
of some caring Christian loving you
enough to teach you the Truth?”
That explains why you are here,
facing whatever trials and troubles
Satan brings into your life. You are
here to bear fruit in the form of
souls saved from eternal
damnation.

Jesus’ farewell words to His
followers included the all-Important
command, “Go into all the world
and preach the gospel to every
creature. He who believes and is
baptized will be saved; but he who
does not believe will he
condemned” (Mark 16: 15-16). In



time, as a result of their obedience to
that command, great persecution
occurred and “ ... those who were
scattered went everywhere
preaching the word” (Acts 8:4).
Through the dedication of those first
Christians, in less than one
generation, the apostle Paul could
write by inspiration: “... the word
of the truth of the gospel, which
has come to you, as it has also in
all the world ..." (Colossians 1:5-
6).

Even though almost 2,000 years
have passed since that time, neither
the command to Christians nor the
work we have been left in the world
to do has changed. However, the
population has changed! How can
the relatively small number of
Christians take the Gospel to more
than seven billion people? Is it
humanly possible? If the work was
to be done solely through the efforts
of humans, it would not be possible,
but Jesus promised, "... lo, I am
with you always. even to the end
of the age” (Matthew 28:20). In
John 14: 18, He promised, "... I will
not leave you orphans.” What is
the message’) it is that this work He
has entrusted into our hands is still
His work and that He will be with
us every step of the way.

In practical terms, what does that
mean? God has provided the tools
the church would need to evangelize
the world. God does His part: He lays
the tools on the table: then, it is the
decision of Christians and the church

as to whether or not we will use the
equipment He has provided.

» Today, to evangelize such a
large population, a nucleus of
Christians is vital. We have just
such a nucleus in the world-in the
U.S., in India, Nigeria, Ghana, South
Africa, Ivory Coast, Zimbabwe.
Malawi, Peru, Brazil, Mexico, France.
Italy, Philippines, Myanmar, New
Zealand, Australia and many other
countries where the church was
established in decades past and has
grown to maturity. Yes, much more
work needs to be done everywhere,
but the needed nucleus is there in
many places.

* Those Christians must be able
to travel, at home, into neighboring
countries and abroad. Certainly, that
movement is possible. In these vital
points, God has blessed the church
with the necessary basic tools for
going into all the world with His
message of salvation.

But, with so many souls in the
world today, He knows that first-
century tools - one on one - will not
be enough, so what equipment has
He laid in our hands that the early
Christians did not have?

* The complete Bible is available
at very little cost in all major
languages of the world and most of
the minor ones. Through the
circulation of the printed Word, the
message has already gone before us
and has helped to make a highway
in the desert.



* Printing presses, computers
and copiers mean that duplication
of the message can be done
inexpensively anywhere, and the
international postal system is a
reliable method for taking letters,
Bible courses and books to every
corner of the world. Radio and
shortwave radio have made it
possible for decades for people
everywhere to hear the Gospel, and
in more recent decades, television
has opened the world to the visual
preaching of the Gospel. Even in
very poor countries, almost every
home has access to this means of
entertainment and teaching. Cell
phone service is available almost
everywhere also at a very reasonable
cost. The Internet is increasingly
available to even the most isolated
people. Churches have websites
with archives of thousands of
lessons available to those who can
access them. CDs, DVDs and thumb
drives are inexpensive tools for
recording volumes of materials - the
Bible in different languages and
versions. commentaries,
concordances and other reference

10

materials so that even those who
have no access to physical religious
books and libraries can study God’s
Word.

* Every day the arsenal of tools
increases: Skype, Facetime and
YouTube have come on the scene.
Yes, they may be used secularly -
whatever God has brought into
existence has been overtaken and
often used for worldly things—but
in reality, these are provisions
supplied by God to enable His
church to bring the Gospel to every
creature of all the world! It is exciting
to see the number of churches that
have developed their own websites,
making sermons, worship services
and printed lessons available for
anyone in the world who has access
to the Internet. There are countless
YouTube lessons provided by
brethren. Many Christians work
diligently answering requests from
all over the world for Bible Study
lessons, grading the lessons and
establishing caring relationships
with their students. Tools too
numerous to list have been
providentially laid in our hands by
God.

What will we, as individual
hristians and as congregations, do
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(Jesus is Jehovah)
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(Is Your Name written in the Book of Life?)
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Now I Know

Cecil May, Jr.

Abraham raised his hand to plunge the knife
into his son, Isaac, the son of promise, when
the Angel of the Lord stopped him with a
word. Then, the Lord said "Now I know,
that you fear God seeing you have not
withheld your son, your only son, from
me" (Genesis 22:12).

Isaac was loved by Abraham, as all
fathers love their sons. Beyond that,
however, Isaac was the son of whom God
had said, "Through Isaac shall your
offspring be named" (Genesis 21:11). Every
promise God had made to Abraham was to
be fuflfilled in Abraham's descendents
through Isaac, not in Abraham himself. So,
Abraham had faith that God would keep his
promises to raise up children through Isaac,
even if he also had faith enough to kill Isaac
as God commanded.
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GOSPEL PREAGHING
TELEVISION

Telugu : Subhavartha Channel Sunday 6.00 p.m
Rakshana Channel Wednesday 6.30 p.m
Rakshana Channel Thursday 2.30 p.m
Kanthi TV : Everyday 7:30 AM
Kanthi TV : Everyday 3:30 PM
Speakers : Ricky, Ronnie & Joshua Gootam
Aradhana Channel every Saturday 6:30 a.m.
YouTube & $86%>, 24 iotren Satyavanicoc kkd &8 wntssus
Hindi  : Shubhasandesh Channel Sunday & Tuesday 7.00-7.30 pm
Every Friday night 8:00 to 8:30 p.m.
Speakers : Francis, Vinay, & Sunny David
P.O. Box. 3815, New Delhi - 110049
Malayalam: Jai Hind Channel Saturday 6.00-6.30 a.m
Speaker : P.K. Varghese
Tamil : Tamilan T.V. Tuesday 9.30 - 9.45 p.m
Sunday 6.45 - 7.00 p.m.
Holy Cross T.V. Sunday 6.30-6.45 a.m (Only in Puducherry)
King of Glory T.V. Sunday 6.15 - 6.30 a.m (in Tirunelveli Dist)
Speakers : Philemon & Kingsley

Tamilan T.V. Monday 7.00 - 7.15 a.m
Thursday 9.30 - 10 p.m.

Saturday 7.15 - 7.30 a.m.

Speaker : Rajanayagam

Tamilan T.V. Monday 6.00 - 6.15 a.m.
Saturday 6.15 - 6.30 p.m.
Speaker : Arjunan

TAMIL RADIO PRAGRAMS FROM SRI LANKA RADIO ;
Sunday to Wednesday 5.30 - 5.45 p.m. "

Speakers : Douglas & P.R. Swamy
Saturday 5.30 - 5.45 p.m., speakers : Arjunan

Please write to these addresses for
Bible correspondence courses, Magzines,
and other Christian Literature in your language.
All of these Programmes are sponsored
by
CHURCH OF CHRIST
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