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Some accommodative lang-
uage doesn’t appear in Scripture
despite corresponding to biblical
topics. For instance, though the
word “trinity” doesn’t appear in
the Bible, what it represents is
certainly taught in the Holy Writ-
God the Father, God the Son and
God the Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:
19; Acts 2:32-33; T Peter I :2).
The phrase “youth ministry” isn’t
in the Bible either, but many
passages in both testaments
address youth (Deuteronomy 6:2,
5-9; I Timothy 4: 12; 2 Timothy
2:22; Ephesians 6:4) - their
responsibilities and especially
parental responsibilities toward
them. »

“Placing membership” is
another phrase that simply is
absent from the pages of
inspiration. Yet, it is apparent that

Placing
Membership

Louis Rushmore

each Christian has an obligatiqn
to a local congre-gation, as we will
see. Someone converted by the
Gospel might be assumed to be'a
new member of a local congre-
gation of the Lord’s church with
which he or she has had contact
leading up to his or her baptism,
However, such an assumption or
even knowledge of a member of
the church moving into a
community is not auto-matically
acknowledged by either the
individual or the local church.

It seems that some members
of the church desire to get lost.in
the crowd and conceal themselves
in anonymity when relocating to
a new area of the country.
Perhaps they want to be
amenable to no eldership. They
may consider themselves
members at large - whatever that



may be - but it is not a biblically
defensible position. Maybe this
sort of Christian does not want to
shoulder any responsibility that
would be ‘associated with a
congregation, Brother Wayne
Price refers to such ones as
“snitcase Christians” (3), while
brother Gus Nichols calls them
“driftwood” (14).

Placing membership
means to identify oneself with the
local COngregatlon ‘The phrase,
of course is not found in God’s
Holy and Dwme Word but the
‘prmelple is certamly there
(Mlller 4) In txmes past the
churches of Christ in America
gave letters of recommendation
to its members movmg out of their
commiunities, and churches of
Christ enteltammg the extensmn
of'membership to 8 new ‘arrival
from elsewhere.would inquire of
one’s prev1ous eongreganon That
was riot only a prudent praetlee
for those rehgxously enthusmstlo
aboutthe p‘rachce of Cliristianity,
butitwasa blbhcally substantiated
ptactice. ‘We-should’ be domg
those things now, too. - "

"
Y

If all members would follow
such, a ‘policy, the fitst

v eldershxp would know that
they were no longer.
respOns1ble for these sheep, ~
“while the 'second’ eldeiship”

would know that their job of
watching after the welfare of
* their sheep was greater now.
- But at least both would know
which sheep were in thelr
flock! (Prlce 3).

In the first century, “often the
disciples carried letters of
commendation (Acts 18: 27)”
(Miller 4). ... Paul declared that
some people need letters of
commendation (2 Corinthians
3:1-3)” (N1chols 14). The apostle
Paul upon his. first VlSlt to
Jerusalem ‘followmg hxs
conversxo X " d
dat1on to the Jerusalem church,
He found’it in the person of
Bamabas (Acts 9: 26~ 27)

T\ The. apostle Paul,‘, Was
essentlally attempting ¢ 10, place
membersh1p with the ,o 1
congregatlon; m ] erusalern ¢ 4nd
when Sﬂul had. come to
Jerusa[er‘n “he trted to Jom ‘the
disciples; but,they. were all
afrazd of him, . .and_did_not
llelteve that he v‘,was a dtsc:ple

Acts, 9:26" NKIV). "t is.
mterestl , g'that the wOrd used in
he orlgmal for cleave in
Matthew 19 5 _‘.he same Yvord
used for ‘to ] Jom in Acts 9:26 and
1t means to ‘become glu_ed If
Paul desired to, ‘become. glued”

to the local congregatlon,
shouldn’t we, as well?” (Miller 4).




Regarding Acts 9:26, brother Dub
McClish noted, "This passage
describes the attempt by Saul of
Tarsus to 'place membership' with
the Jerusalem Church ..." (677).

There are numerous additional
biblical principles from which we
can know that Christians ought
to place membership with a local
congregation. Brother Dennis
Gulledge natices some of these
in this following excerpt.

What is meant by the
expression “place member-
ship” as it pertains to a local
congregation? We must
admit that we cannot find
that expression in the Bible,
It may be for this reason that
some think it an unscriptural
concept. Is it? In Romans
16: I, Paul wrote, “I
commend to you Phoebe
our sister, who is a servant
of the church in Cenchrea.”
.. Her sphere of activity
was “the church of
Cenchrea.” She did not
represent the “church at
large” or “the church
universal.” The church in
. Cenchrea was a congre-
gation of God’s people in a
- speeific locality, being a

harbor town nine miles west’

of Corinth ... Paul
addressed the church af

Philippi saying, “Paul and

Timothy, servants of Jesus
Christ, To all the saints in
Christ Jesus who are in
Philippi, with the bishops and
deacons” (1:1), Saints are
members who work
together in that given
locality. Bishops are elders
or overseers ofthat local
church (I Timothy 3: 1-7),
Deacons are qualified
servants in that congregation
(I Timothy 3:8-10) ....
Churches of Christ who
have qualified men should
have a plurality of elders
overseeing the work of that
congregation (Acts 1 :23;
Titus I: 5). These bishops
are. to shepherd the local
flock. They do not have
jurisdiction over any other
congregation (Acts 20:28)
. I8 placing membership in
a local church necessary? it
is indeed! Is it scriptural?
Absolutely! The New
Testament teaches that we
are to be in a congregation,
subject to the leadership of
the elders, involved in that
work and supportive of the
Lord's cause in ¢hat place,

(4-3)

Acts 20:28 instructs elders to
shepherd the flock that is among



them, but how can they do that if
they are unsure who are the
sheep for which they are respon-
sible to God? The sheep have a
responsibility to their elders (He-
brews 13:7), and the shepherds
have a responsibility to give an
account for those sheep (He-
brews 13:17) to the Chief Shep-
herd (I Peter 5:4). “...It’s hard at
times for them [elders] to even
figure out WHO is in their flock,
and who isn’t” (Price 3).

Furthermore, “if there isn’t
some way of identifying who’s in
the local family and who is not,

how can we appoint elders and
deacons, select teachers ... 7”7
(Futrell 2). Afterall, church
leaders and workers are
supposed to be selected from
among the members of a local
congregation (Acts 6:3).

Placing membership, though
the specific phrase is not in
Scripture, is nevertheless most
assuredly taught directly and
indirectly. Placing membership is
taught in so many words as well
as in principle so that no Christian
ought to be without membership
in one ofthe churches of Christ.
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We read in Luke 8:26-39 of
an interesting episode in the life
of Jesus. Jesus and His disciples
disembarked from a boat on the
Sea of Galilee after spending a
terror-filled stormy night during
which the disciples thought they
were surely going to die.
However, Jesus spoke and
calmed the winds and the seas.
After arriving in the country of
the Gadarenes, one of the first
people.they met was a man
possessed by many demons, This

.man lived in the tombs and
apparently possessed super-
~human strength, since he broke
the chains with which people
sometimes bound him. Jesus
‘healed the man and allowed the
demons to go into a herd of
swine, which caused the herd,
- about 2,000 head (Mark 5: 13),
to run off a cliff into the sea and

Would You
Ask Jesus to
Leave?

Jerry Bates

drown.

While we might wonder why
this occurred, who were the
demons or have other questions,
I want us to briefly look at the
response of the people. After
seeing what had occurred, we
find that the people were afraid
and wanted Jesus to leave the
country. The Scriptures tell us that
after the people saw the healed
man sitting with Jesus, clothed and
in his right mind, they were afraid

(8:35, 37). They were not afraid

of thousands of animals killing
themselves. They were not afraid
of a demon possessed man who

lived naked in the tombs,

However, what did frighten them
was this possessed man clothed
and in his right mind (8:35). What
frightened them was that this man
who was evil, became good,
What frightened them was the



h:oly, not the unholy. As a matter
of fact, they were so afraid they
wanted Jesus to leave, There is
no mention of any rejoicing over
the good fortune of the healed
man. No mention appears in the
text of any amazement at the
great rower of Jesus.

* We mightthink that the people
would rejoice over the rower of
Jesus even over the evil spirits.
Likely, this man was not the only
demon rossessed man. Almost
certainly, there were many people
amicted with various ailments;
however, Instead of bringing their
sick to Jesus, they asked Him to
depart (8:37). \

. While most would find these
actions completely inexplicable,
this should nos surprise us.
Unfostunately, shis is how
 mankind usually responds to God
~ and His righteousness. In the
Gatden of Eden, Adam freely
walked with God until he and Eve
sinned. The Jewish leaders
wanted to kill Jesus, even though
He had done nothing wrong.
Yesus was condemned because
He spoke against the evil of the
religious people andspoke of
God's love and forgiveness for
everyone. ‘ '
The same is trwe even in out
modem world, We Mave become

too comfortable with evil,
Societies around the world are
filled with violence, drug and
alcohol abuse, broken homes, and
diseases caused by immorality.
Yet, we do not blush and are not
afraid. However, let someone
write or speak out in the name of
Christ or let him point out that sin
is the problem and righteousness
is the solution, and the community
wants him to be quiet. He is
castigated for being unloving and
intolerant. The world is afraid of
righteousness and wants the man
of God to be quiet. Consequently,
we as Christians are often afraid
to speak against evil.

Even though Jesus obviously
could have stayed in Gadara and
forced the people to accept Him,
He did not do that. He willingly
left, but He did not leave without
a witness. The man who had
been healed begged to go with
Jesus, but Jesus commissioned
him to “go and tell what greas
things the Lord has done/or
you” (Luke 8:39). He traveled
throughout the whole province of
Decapolis publicizing his good
news. Apparently, this man was
very successful in his preaching,
because sometime later, Jesus
retutned to the reglon, and this
time, the paople wete eager to
heat Him (Luke 8:40),



We are today in a similar
situation, Jesus hag left the earth,
but He has not left the world
without a witness. No, we cannot
personally tell what Jesus has
done like the man in our narrative
could. Nevertheless, we can and
must tell the story of Jesus, Jesus
has given us the Great
Commission to go and preach the
Gospel to every creature
(Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-
16). [fHis servants do not tell the
story of the cross, who will?

Too often, Christians are
intimidated by the world and are
reluctant to tell others about what
Jesus has done. I cannot imagine
this man being intimidated,
Undoubtedly, he spoke with
enthusiasm and conviction. He
had been suffering unimaginably,
but now he was whole as a result
of the power of Jesus, { feel sure

that everyone heard of his good
fortune. We have not been
suffering physically, but we all
suffer something far more
serious, the guilt and bondage of
sin, Why are we reluctant to tell
how we have been delivered from
a fate far worse than this man’s
affliction? If we are reluctant to
tell others, perhaps we pave failed
to truly understand the meaning
of Calvary. The demons who
afflicted this man were terrified
of the punishment that awaits
them (James 2: 19). Without
Christ, we all await the same
fate. However, through Calvary,
we have been set free, A proper
understanding and appreciation of
this gift should move us to tell the
world about what Christ has
done. May we all fulfill our
commission as this man fulfilled
his commission!




Dear Daddy and Mother,

Your children were given to
you out of God’s goodness and
mercy. You did not have to do as
Hannah did; you did not promise
to give your child to God, but even
so, that should be your aim.

It is your responsibility to
“train up a child in the way he
should go, and when he is old,
he will not depart from it”
(Proverbs 22:6). Do you realize
that now, while they are young,

‘the foundation for their lives is’

being built” The things they learn
to do and to love now, they will
do and love later. That is why it
is so important we make religion
such a major part of their lives so
that if it were taken away, they
would have only a shell left.

A Letter to
Parents

JC Choate

parents have full-time jobs
outside the home. Do you feel
that your work takes up so much
time that you do not have any left
to spend studying God’s Word
with your children? In the short
evemng hours there is dinner to
prepare, 1aundry to be done,

‘homework to be superv1sed

sports practlce and act1v1t1es that
take large blocks of time, and on
and on and on, Where is the time
for heart-to-heart talks or for
family Bible study? Which is
more important? So many times
the work can wait,”’but that is not
true with the children. They will
grow lip and soon feel that they
know all about life, but theirs are
lives without real knowledge of
God and dedication to Him. Then,

_your influence for good will be

In so many cases today, both

10

gone; you will have lost your



chance to raise a soul for God.

Who is to blame if a child is
brought up in a home where
religion is never mentioned
except for Sundays and
Wednesday nights (maybe), and
then he goes unprepared to the
worship services? Do you talk
with your children about what
they have learned in Bible class?
Do you help them with memory
verses? If there is a conflict
between some school activity and
an activity of the church, which
is put first? Do you constantly talk
with them about sports or some
video game that they are playing,
showing by your emphasis that
those things are uppermost in
your mind, and that their
development in spiritual things is
only incidental?

By your example and through
heart-to-heart talks with them, do
you teach your children that loving
God and putting Him first must
not only be their focus in life, but
that it is their safeguard in the

‘dangerous world in which they
live? If they learn how important
itis to live pure lives as teenagers,
not to be involved with drugs or
immoral relationships, they will
be protected from many of
Satan’s temptations and the
terrible consequences of falling

11

prey to them, It is vital that
Christian parents equip their
children with a strong spiritual
emphasis so that they will not be
attacked and overcome by the
worldliness all around them.

Are you, as parents, safe-
guarding your children from,
becoming fiiends with others who
will mfluence them in all the
wrong ways? It is one thing if
you, as parents, try to help your
children aid troubled peers by
allowing them to experience
Christian homelife, taking them
with your children to Bible classes
and Bible camps, but don’t let
your children go unsupervised into
their broken world. That lack of
parenting can result in eternal
disaster.

Are you teaching your
children from an early age not
only to always put God first in
their lives but also to look toward
marriage with one who is a
faithful part of the Lord’s church?
Is it after the children grow to be
men and women, marry
unbelievers (many times) and
finally, in numerous cases, drift
away from God and the church
that we realize our mistake? Oh,
but then it is too late, and all our
prayers, tears and regrets can
seldom undo the eternal harm that



has been done. Yes, sometimes
that non-Christian mate can be
won to Christ, but often the
opposite happens, The Christian’s
falling away from God will likely
mean that their children, their
children and their children will
never be a part of God’s family!
How many generations may be
doomed eternally because
parents failed to teach their
children of the grave importance
of marrying only in the Lord?

Even in Christian homes, what
percentage of children leave the
church and God when they leave
for college or go out on their own?
Statistics say the number is about
two-thirds, and only a small
percentage of them ever come
back, What reasons do they give
for such monumental changes in
their lives?

First, their exposure to
religion has seemed shallow to
them; so make sure that your
children learn that dedication to
God is the very heart of life.

Second, parents must combat
the atheistic teachings children

learn in school, that evolution and
all of its lies are the answers to
nullify every belief in God and
the Bible. Evolution is a total lie,
scientifically, but parents must
study the subject thoroughly with
their children so that they can be
protected.

Third, sexual immorality
promoted as “normal” in every
form of entertainment and among
their peers can become their way
of life, too. Urgent teaching must
be done to guard against this
tragedy.

Fourth, their closest relation~
ships may be in the world, not in
the church, As a result, they go
with the world.

So many times children do not
realize how important religion is,
and if the truth is not instilled in
them while they are young, they
may never be faithful Christians.
So, for your children's sake and
yours, won't you see to it that
God is the central part of your
home life? Remember, their souls
are at stake.
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Marcus Cicero (43 BC)
of the Roman Empire
wrote this amazing
wisdom.

1. The poor - work & work
2. The rich - exploit the poor
3. The soldier - protects both
4. The taxpayer - pays for all three
5. The banker - robs all four
6. The lawyer - misleads all five
7. The doctor - bills all six
8. The goons - scare all seven
9. The politician - lives happily on
account of all eight.

Written in 43 BC,
valid even today!
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They burned Truth in the marketplace,
And thought their work complete:

But next day, with a smiling face,
They met it on the street.

They threw it in a dungeon damp,
And thought it was no more:

But lo, it walked with lighted lamp
Among them as befgre.

They scorned and ostracized it.
And ordered it to depart;

But still it dwelt in all the land
And challenged every heart.

-Author Unknown

"The word of the Lord endureth for ever,”
1 PETER 1;25
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Hindi

Malayalam:

Tamil

ISION & RADIE@

- Subhavartha Channel Sunday 6.00 p.m

MAHA NEWS Channel every Friday 6.30 a.m
Aradhana Channel every Saturday 6:30 a.m.
Kanthi Channel : Everyday at 6:30 a.m. & 3:30 p.m.
YouTube & Facebook : 24 hrs. daily

click on: Satyavani Church of Christ
Speakers : Ricky, Ronnie & Joshua Gootam

- Shubhasandesh Channel Sunday & Tuesday 7.00-7.30 pm
Every Friday night 8:00 to 8:30 p.m.

Speakers : Francis, Vinay, & Sunny David
P.O. Box. 3815, New Delhi - 110049

Jai Hind Channel Saturday 6.00-6.30 a.m
Speaker : P.K. Varghese

- Tamilan T.V. Tuesday 9.30 - 9.45 p.m

Sunday 6.45 - 7.00 p.m.

Holy Cross T.V. Sunday 6.30-6.45 a.m (Only in Puducherry)
King of Glory T.V. Sunday 6.15 - 6.30 a.m (in Tirunelveli Dist)
Speakers : Philemon & Kingsley

Tamilan T.V. Monday 7.00 - 7.15 a.m
Thursday 9.30 - 10 p.m.

Saturday 7.15 - 7.30 a.m.

Speaker : Rajanayagam

Tamilan T.V. Monday 6.00 - 6.15 am.
Saturday 6.15 - 6.30 p.m.
Speaker : Arjunan

TAMIL RADIO PROGRAMS FROMA SRI LANKA RADIO

Sunday to Wednesday 5.30 - 5.45 p.m.
Speakers : Douglas & P.R. Swamy
Saturday 5.30 - 5.45 p.m., speakers : Arjunan

Please write to these addresses for
Bible correspondence courses, Magzines,

and other Christian Literature in your language.

All of these Programmes are sponsored
by
CHURCH OF CHRIST
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