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A few decades ago, I preached
for a small congregation perched
on the ridge and border between
Virginia and North Carolina. I so
loved those Blue Ridge
Mountains. Apparently, the
congregation was more interested
than I was in the wall clock at the
back of the auditorium. Hence, I
hung a framed message just
below the timepiece, which
simply read, "Remember Lot's
Wife". Years later after my family
had moved away from there, the
little sign remained just where I
had placed it. I don't know if it
still complements the clock
today.

The episode regarding the
flight of Lot, his wife and two of
their daughters ahead of the
impending divine destruction of
Sodom and Gomorrah is well

Remember
Lot's Wife

Louis Rushmore

known. It also was well known
in Jesus' day so that He simply
could say, "Remember Lot's
Wife" (Luke 17:32 NKJV). The
next verse defines His reference
to Lot's wife thusly, ""Whoever
seeks to save his life will lose it,
and whoever loses his life will
preserve it In the context, Jesus
contrasted the normal things
people do and the possessions
they cherish with spiritual
pursuits. It is not wrong
necessarily to be about the
ordinary affairs of life (1 Timothy
5:8) and to have been many
possessions or to be wealthy. Yet,
especially things and wealth are
often snares to even the children
of God (1 Timothy 6:7-10). There
is a proper sequence and
estimation of importance to
spiritual interests versus one's



temporal activities and
possessions (Matthew 6:33-34),

Why did Lot's wife look
back? There are numerous
reasons that doubtlessly contri-
buted to Lot's wife looking back
to what she was leaving behind.
Let's identify Lot and his family
so that we more easily can
envision who these people were
and what was transpiring in their
lives prior to the appearance of
angels in Sodom.

Lot was the nephew of
Abraham (Genesis 12:5). Lot,
like his uncle Abraham, was a
wealthy nomad, having large
herds and flocks (Genesis 13:5-
6). Subsequently, they parted
from each other so they could
provide for their animals, and Lot
chose the plain of the Jordan
River Valley toward Sodom
(Genesis 13:11-12). Eventually,
Lot moved his family into the
City of Sodom (Genesis 14:12).
It was ordinary for people who
could to live within the safety of
a walled city and for their
agricultural activities to occur
outside of the city. Nomads didn't
usually live among settled
populations but resided in tents
(Genesis 13:12). However, Lot
departed from that norm and
settled in Sodom.

Lot and his family, though,
experienced consequences
because they resided in sodom.
Lot maintained his godliness in
an extremely wicked community,
though "that righteous man,
dwelling among  them,
tormented his righteous soul
from day to day by seeing and
hearing their iawless deeds" (2
Peter 2:8). "...Righteous Lot...
was oppressed by the filthy
conduct of the wicked" (2 Peter
2:7). Furthermore, two or more
of Lot's daughters married men
from Sodom (Genesis 19:14),
and when Lot and his family were
to be evacuated from Sodom by
God's angels, they did not leave
with Lot, his wife and his two
unmarried daughters (Genesis
19:8, 15-16).

In the span of hours, Lot's
family went from wealth to
poverty; whatever they could not
carry with them as they were led
by their hands (Genesis 19:16),
out of Sodom had to be left
behind. Likewise, two or more
daughters, their husbands and
possibly grandchildren were left
behind also to their impending
doom. Upon their departure and
as fire and brimstone rained down
from the sky upon Sodom,
Gomorrah and other cities of the
plain (Genesis19:24-25). Lot's



wife looked back and became a
pillar of salt (Genesis 19:26). Yes,
the noise, the smell, the fire and
the smoke alone would likely
draw = anyone's attention.
However, much more than that,
Lot's family left everything
behind to the inferno that
consumed their wealth, property
and other family members.

The ungodly and worldly
environment of Sodom claimed
some of Lot's family who
remained in Sodom. He lost all
that he had, too, in the
destruction. Lot lost his wife also.
Later, Lot lost himself and his
two remaining daughters to
immorality, and Lot became
grandfather to the wicked nations
of Ammon and Moab (Genesis
19:30-38).

We, too, should not
underestimate the ungodly
influence of the world upon our
families and upon ourselves
(Deuteronomy 7:3-4; Judges 3:6-
2; Corinthians 6:14). ""Do not be
deceived : 'Evil company
corrupts good habits'" (1
Corinthians 15:33). "I beseech
you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that you present
your bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable to God, which
is your reasonable service. And
do not be conformed to this

world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, thatyou
may prove what is that geod and
acceptable and perfect will of
God" (Romans 12:1-2).

Recently, wildfires have
devastated California. Lives have
been lost, and real estate and
personal property have been
reduced to ashes as whole
neighborhoods have been
engulfed in raging fire. Imagine
that your family - at a moment's
notice - had to flee suddenly from
the destructive path of an
unmitigated inferno. You would
have to abandon your dwelling,
your things - maybe collections
and mementos collected over a
lifetime or even passed down
from generation to generation.
All gone! Irrecoverable!

Imagine further in addition to
stuff, you had to leave behind two
or more family members -
children or parents. Unthinkable
and horrific to consider, pain for
their loss would far exceed the
depression at the loss of things -
no matter what value or
sentimentality were attributed to
them. Would we look back?
Would our possessions warrant a
parting and longing glance?
Could we refrain from looking
back, knowing that our loved
ones were perishing even as we



excaped? Things and family were
the backdrop to the failure of
Lot's wife to obey the instruction,
"Do no look behind you..."
(Genesis 19:17).

Lot and his family forgot their
nomadic life as pilgrims and
settled into an ungodly, worldly
environment. They paid dearly
for that choice. May we never
forget that we are merely pilgrims
passing through this world,
longing for a heavenly city,
whose builder and maker is God
(Hebrews 11:10). "Beloved, I
beg you as sojourners and
pilgrims, abstain from fleshly
lusts which war against the soul,
having your conduct honorable
among the Gentiles, that when
they speak against you as
evildoers, they may, by your

good works which they observe,
glorify God in the day of
visitation" (1 Peter 2:11-12).

These all died in faith, not
having received the promises,
but having seen them afar off
were assured of them, embraced
them and confessed that they
were strangers and pilgrims on
the earth. For those i:ho say
such things declare plainly that
they seek a homeland. And truly
if they had called to mind that
country from which they had
come out, they would have had
opportunity to return. But now
they desire a better, that is, a
heavenly country. Therefore
God is not ashamed to be called
their God, for He has prepared
a city for them. (Hebrews 11:13-
16).




I feel sure that everyone
would agree that peer pressure is
hard to resist. Most people would
do just about anything in order
to be accepted by whatever group
with which they are associated.
Most would rather be accepted
than be right. Several years ago,
a psychologist, Ruth Berenda,
conducted an experiment to
illustrate how people handled
peer pressure. The experiment
was simple. She brought groups
of ten adolescents into a room,
and they were instructed to raise
their hands when she pointed to
the longest line on a chart. Nine
of the ten were privately
instructed to always vote for the
second longest line. Upon seeing
everyone voting for what was
plainly wrong, the one remaining
student would typically glance
around in confusion and slowly
raise his hand to follow the group.

Do You Have
The Courage
To Be
Different?

Jerry Bates

This conformity occurred in
about 75% of the cases. The age
of the students did not affect the
results. This simple test
demonstrates that most people
lack the courage to challenge the
group, even when the group is
obviously wrong.

Clearly, a Christian must not
live that way, because in most
cases, the majority will be wrong.
The world continually encour-
ages a Christian to conform. One
example of that is found in the
Old Testament. In 1 Kings 22, the
king of Judah. Jehoshaphat,
agreed to go to war with Israel
against Syria. Ahab, the king of
Israel, inquired of 400 prophets
what they should do, and they
unanimously supported the
decision. For some reason,
Jehoshaphat seemed not to trust
their advice, so he asked if there
was not another prophet. Ahab



replied that there was one man.
Micaiah, but he always spoke evil
concerning Ahab. Jehoshaphat
wanted to inquire of him anyway,
and so he was summoned to the
kings. The messenger who called
Micaiah spoke these words.
"Now listen, the words of the
prophets with one accord
encourage the king. Please, let
Your word be like the word of
one of them, and speak
encouragement" (1 Kings
22:13). In other words, he was
urged to follow the group and
encourage the king. This was a
severe test of peer pressure -- 400
against one. Micaiah refused to
bow to the pressure and spoke the
truth of God, warning them of
defeat if they went into battle.
Neither the kings nor the other
prophets liked the words of
Micaiah, and he was thrown into
prison. However, his words were
true, and he had the courage to
speak God's unpopular message.

The above example is only
one of several biblical examples
that would be cited to show that
God's people must stand against
the pressures of the world. In
Exodus 23:2. Moses warned the
people of Israel to not follow a
crowd to do evil. In the days of
Noah, only eight souls were
faithful to God and were saved
in the ark. When God destroyed
the cities of Sodom and

Gomorrah, just Lot's little family
was saved. Only ten righteous
souls would have saved the cities
(Genesis 18:32), but apparently,
they could not be found. Several
times Paul mentioned that only a
remnant of Israel would be saved
(Romans 9:27). Paul admonished
in Romans 12:2 not to be
conformed to the world but to be
transformed. We fine the sad
words of Jesus quoted in
Matthew 7:14, ""Because narrow
is the gate and difficult is the way
which leads to life, and there are
JSew who find it". Notice that
Jesus said only a few will find the
way to life, in contrast to the
"many" who are travelling the
way to destruction (7:13).
This illustrated that Christians
must not be influenced by the
majority. It is difficult to live
differently from the world around
us, but if we are going to be the
people God wants us to be, it is
essential, because as we have
seen, the majority will almost
always be wrong. May we have
the courage to be different and to
stand for what is right, even when
everyone else endorses what is
wrong. ""Watch, stand fast in the
faith, be brave, be strong" (1
Corinthians 16:13). "Finally, my
brethren, be strong in the Lord
and in the power of His might"
(Ephesians 6:10).



Worldwide, there are many
religions, called by many
different names. Those who
believe that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God and the one Savior
of the world are often greatly
criticized for their “narrow
mindedness.” To say that there is
only one God, or to affirm, as
Jesus said of Himself, “I am the
way, the truth, and the life. No
one comes to the Father except
through Me” (John 14:6), brings
on oneself the anathema of the
“politically (spiritual) correct
elite.” We just can’t be so
judgmental and exclusive, we are
told. People argue that there are
many gods, many ways to God
and that no one has the right to
pass judgment on another

Religious Names
and
Divisions

JC Choate

person’s religion. Actually, the
real belief of such people is one
of three: either they at heart are
unbelievers, they believe in the
exclusiveness of their own
religion or they believe that it is
ultimately one’s own goodness
that matters - not a “god” or a
“savior.” Leaders in the
denominational world who speak
out in response to charges of
bigotry and who would defend
the fact that Jesus is the only way
to God, realize that the
“Christian” world is coming
under attack and that persecution
for our faith may lie in our future.
They feel the pressure from the
outside world because of the
exclusive doctrine they preach.
Yet, realizing that Jesus boldly



claimed to be the only way to
God, and that He died as our
Savior, they are compelled to stay
with what has become a very
unpopular teaching.

Did Jesus Say, “I am the way,
the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except
through Me”? If He did, and if
we believe in Him. we must have
the courage to stand with Him
and to say with conviction, “He
is the way, the truth, and the life.
No one comes to the Father
except through Him.” To make
that statement makes one bigoted
in the eyes of many, but so be it.
What other exclusive statement
did Jesus make? He said, “I will
build My church” (Matthew 16:
18). Again, He was very specific
and exclusive. His church exists
in the world, even today, because
He promised that it would never
be destroyed, that He will come
back one day to receive it unto
Himself, “ ... a glorious church,
not having spot or wrinkle or any
such thing, but that she should be
holy and without blemish”
(Ephesians 5:27).

When members of the church
of Christ make the statement,
“Jesus established only one
church, and we should not have

10

all the division and confusion that
exists among believers in Christ
today,” they are criti-cized and
condemned for being bigoted.
Consider the parallel, though: just
as we must remain firm in our
affirmation that there is only one

way to God - Jesus Christ - we

must be just as adamant in our
affirmation that

He meant what He said when
He promised to build only one
church. We must not deny that
truth, even though it causes anger
and even hatred in the hearts of
those who don’t want to hear it.
What can we do? We can’t
rewrite the Scriptures. And we
can’t be honest with ourselves
while denying the plain
statements made by our lord.

Members of the denomi-
national world have no trouble
seeing that “Shintoism.”
“Zoroastrianism,” “Hinduism,”
“Buddhism,” “Sikhism,” “Islam’
and the many other religions of
the present age are just as empty
as the worship of Zeus,
Aphrodite, Hermes, Re, Osiris,
Ptah, Apollo and Diana. Why?
Because these gods and religions
are not to be found in the pages
of God’s Word. They are right
about that The Bible is our source



book for identifying God, our
Savior and His family of people
who are called out of the world
to live for Him and to be His
bride. However, those same
religious leaders have taken the
“idea” of God, of Christ and of
the church, and they have
corrupted those teachings to the
point that they have created
religions just as foreign to the
Scriptures as others have done
with their pagan religions. After
all, if men are presuming to create
churches and doctrines in
contradiction to the one way that
has been established in Scripture,
is this not “preaching another
Gospel” and “adding to what has
been written,” which is
condemned in Galatians I :8 and
Revelation 22: 18-19?

Where in Scripture do we read
the religion is names applied to
men: reverend, archbishop,
cardinal, pope?! Where in
Scripture do we read of the Holy
Roman Catholic Church, the
Methodist Church, the Presby-
terian Church, the Church of
Jesus Christ of the Latter Day
Saints, the Jehovah’s Witnesses,
the Lutheran Church, the
Salvation Army, the Church of
the Nazarene and all of the

community churches that may be
called such names as the New
Light Church, the Church on the
Rock, the Saddleback Commu-
nity Church or the Willow Creek
Community Church?

Not only do all of these names
violate the claim of Scriprure that
it is only in the name of Christ

that salvation can be found (Acts

11

4: 12), but all of them represent
doctrinal division. They vary
from each other and from

Scripture in what they would
teach people to do to have their
sins forgiven; their worship
varies from one to the other; their
organization is according to laws
and rules they have developed;
their standard of morals and
values varies from one 10 the
other. All of these differences,
identified as spiritual division by
the very names they have
invented for themselves, are
condemned by God. They show
the world that these denomi-
nations deny the bold statement
of the Savior they claim to follow.
He said the church is one
(Matthew, 16: 18), the church is
His body (Colossians I: 18, 24),
the church is His family
(Ephesians 3: 15), the church is



His bride (Ephesians 5:27), the eyes of the world when they
church is His kingdom (Matthew  affirm that there is only one way
16: 18-19; I Timothy 6: 15). toGod. Why, at the same time are
Denominational religious leaders they adamant in denying the
feel the pressure of disfavorinthe  oneness of the Church?
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It is estimated that there have been more than $ billion
copies of this book printed.

Twenty million copies of this book are sold in the United
States each year (almost 55,000 copies a day).

That is double the number sold in 1950. I mention this
because some think there is less interest in this book now
than in years past.

In 1995, one version of this book sold 18 million copies.

This book is and has remained a best seller for decades.

More than 168,000 copies of this book are sold or given
to others in the United States each day.

A single international group distributes almost 60 million
copies of this book each year. That’s more than a 100 copies
per minute.

This book is sought all over the wortd. As an example,
today, sixty percent of its readers live in the developing
world. In 1900, eighty percent lived in Europe and the United
States.

Yes, we are talking about the Bible.

Have you read the greatest book ever written?
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Divine Love
God's Grace
Christ's Blood
Holy Spirit's Word
Sinner's Faith

Sinner's Baptism
Christian's Love

Christian's Work
Christian's Hope

God’s Plan

for Saving Man

Sinner's Repentance
Sinner's Confession

Christian's Endurance : Revelation 2:10

=

: John 3:16

: Ephesians 2:8
: Romans 5:9

: Romans 1:16
. Acts 16:31

: Luke 13:3

: Romans 10:10
. Acts 22:16

: Matthew 22:37
1 James 2:24

: Roman 8:24
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(What Happened When Jesus Died?)
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