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Without the companions of
conviction and conversion, true
redemption or salvation remains
elusive. Firm conviction and
authentic conversion will lead a
person to obey the Gospel even
when it may be inconvenient or
dangerous to do so.

Zealous disciples of Jesus
Christ left something on purpose
- a worldly lifestyle, a family
religion, maybe even family or
possibly a vocation. “He who
loves father or mother more
than Me is not worthy of Me.
And he who loves son or
daughter more than Me is not
worthy of Me. And he who does
not take his cross and follow
after Me is not worthy of Me”
(Matthew 10:37-38 NKJV). The
apostles left even honorable
occupations (e.g., fishing) to more

Please,
Baptize Me!

Louis Rushmore

effectively devote themselves to
full time service in the ministry of
our Lord. What the apostle Paul
suffered illustrates the extent to
which conviction and conversion
can manifest itself in unmitigated
Christian zeal. “But what things
were gain to me, these I have
counted loss for Christ. Yet
indeed I also count all things
loss for the excellence of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my
Lord, for whom I have suffered
the loss of all things, and count
them as rubbish, that I may
gain Christ” (Philippians 3:7-8).

Much earlier, the apostle Peter
contemplated the sacrifice that he
and the other apostles were
experiencing in the face of
conviction regarding the con-
version to the Christ.



Then Peter answered
and said to Him, “See, we
have left all and followed
You. Therefore what shall
we have?” So Jesus said to
them, “Assuredly I say to
you, that in the regene-
ration, when the Son of Man
sits on the throne of His
glory, you who have
followed Me will also sit on
twelve thrones, judging the
twelve tribes of Israel. And
everyone who has left
houses or brothers or sisters
or father or mother or wife
or children or lands, for My
name’s sake, shall receive a
hundredfold, and inherit
eternal life.” (Matthew 19:27-
29)

Many are the militant
Christians from the first century
after the establishment of the
Lord’s church through the present
who demonstrate in their daily
lives -without apology - the effect
of their conviction and
conversion.

Zealous disciples of Jesus
Christ adamantly refuse to go
back to their former ways outside
of Christ (Ephesians 2: 12).
“What shall we say then? Shall
we continue in sin that grace
may abound? Certainly not!

How shall we who died to sin

live any longer in it?” (Romans
6: 1-2). “How shall we escape if
we neglect so great a salvation,
which at the first began to be
spoken by the Lord, and was
confirmed to us by those who
heard Him” (Hebrews 2:3). “But
Jesus said to him, ‘No one,
having put his hand to the plow,
and looking back, is fit for the
kingdom of God’” (Luke 9:(2).
Soldiers of Christ (2 Timothy 2:3),
sheathed in the Gospel armor
(Ephesians 6: 1 0-17), boldly and
steadily march forward with the
(Captain of their salvation
(Hebrews 2: 10) into the thickest
and most heated spiritual war (2
Corinthians 10:4-5; 1 Timothy 1:
18). The Gospel armor provides no
protection for the back slider;
retreat simply is not an option. We
will overcome with the Lamb of
God (Revelation 17:14).

Zealous disciples of Jesus
Christ are determined to be
Christians only - nothing more
and nothing less! They cannot be
bribed to be otherwise, and neither
can they be dissuaded from their
conviction and conversion by
persecution of any sort and to any
degree.

But even if you should
suffer for righteousness’
sake, you are blessed. “And
do not be afraid of their



threats, nor be troubled.”

But sanctify the Lord
God in your hearts, and
always be ready to give a
defense to everyone who
asks you a reason for the
hope that is in you, with
meekness and fear; having
a good conscience, that
when they defame you as
evildoers, - those who revile
your good conduct in Christ
may be ashamed. For it is
better, if it is the will of God,
to suffer for doing good than
for doing evil. (1 Peter 3: 14-
17)

“Yet, if anyone suffers as a
Christian, let him not be
ashamed, but let him glorify God
in this matter” (1 Peter 4: 16).
Militant disciples of Christ are
determined to be Christians no
matter what the world may inflict
upon them - even death
(Revelation 2: 10).

How, though, does a person
become such a one who is willing
to leave his or her former ways on
purpose, even if it is inconve-
nient?

Further, how does one arrive at
the determination that he or she
will not go back to the way things
were? What leads a man or a
woman to become a Christian - a
Christian only - nothing more and

nothing less? Upon becoming
acquainted with the pure Gospel
of Christ, a soul’s response
conviction and conversion results
in salvation and active service
(John 15:8; James 4: 17; Romans
2: 13) of our Lord Jesus Christ.
“But be doers of the word, and
not hearers only, deceiving
yourselves” (James 1 :22).

In Acts 2 on the birthday of the
church, preaching the Gospel “cut
to the Heart” (v. 37) about 3,000
souls (v. 41). They inquired,
“What shall we do?” (v. 37). The
apostle Peter responded in the next
verse, "... Repent, and let every-
one of you be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins ..." Hence, they
were baptized and conse-quently
added to the church by our Lord
(v. 47). The point here for our
consideration is that these people’s
response to the Gospel was
conviction and conversion.

They were proactive and
desired to be saved from their sins
because they possessed conviction
and conversion. Later, in Acts 8,
the Ethiopian treasurer was
proactive in his own salvation as
well. Upon being acquainted with
tile (Gospel of Christ by Philip, he
evidenced conviction leading to
his conversion when he asked to
be baptized (v. 36).

Rather than asking or even



begging someone to be baptized
for the remission of their sins, it is
a wonderful thing when someone
essentially says, “Please, baptize
me!” Earnest conviction and
conversion that results from one’s
response to the Gospel of Christ
resembles the “good ground” of
the Parable of the Soils or the
Sower (Matthew 13:8). “But he
who received seed on the good
ground is he who hears the word
and understands it, who indeed
bears fruit and produces: some
a hundredfold, some sixty, and
some thirty” (Matthew 13:23).
Without firm conviction and
authentic conversion though
immersed (Romans 6: 3-5;
Colossians 2: 12). souls will fall
away and be lost (2 Peter 2:20-22)
- resembling the "'stony places"

and “thorns” in our Lord’s parable
(Matthew 13 :5-7). If percentages
can legitimately be extrapolated
from the Parable of the Soils, at
best, only a third of those who
respond favorably to the Gospel -
as a result or unwavering
conviction upon which they base
their conversion are reliable
Christians upon whom our Lord
can depend.

Brethren, please examine your
personal  conviction and
conversion (2 Corinthians 13 :5).
Furthermore, Brethren, please try
to instill firm conviction and
authentic conversion in those to
whom you take the Gospel of the
Christ. Without the companions of
conviction and conversion, true
redemption or salvation remains
elusive.



Most Christians are concerned
with the spiritual welfare of their
children. Many Christians are also
aware of the statistic that the
majority of young people raised in
the church, possibly even 80%,
eventually leave God and His
church. This statistic should
certainly alarm us and cause us to
question how we are raising our
own children. While there is no
way to guarantee the future
faithfulness of our children, we
need to realize that we as parents
have a very strong influence over
their beliefs.

All parents have a strong
influence over their children, both
good and bad. For example, there
is a series of hand-carved under-
ground temples, the Ellora caves,
in India that were built nearly
1,400 years ago and took 200 years
to construct. These caves were

Passing on
our
Faith

Jerry Bates

carved out of solid rock and were
originally built as holy places for
adherents to Hinduism, Buddhism
and Jainism. However, these caves
were not built by one or two
generations of workers; rather, ten
generations were involved in their
construction.

These people were worship-
ping different gods and practicing
different religions, and yet, they
were able to pass down their
commitment to this project to
several future generations. They
passed along their commitment to
their gods, their motivation to
continue the project and their plans
for completion. If these ancient
people could do this, surely, we
can pass along our commitment to
the true God. Let us look at some
ways that can help reach that
worthwhile goal.



First of all, parents must be
involved in the lives of their
children. Absentee parents
certainly have little influence over
their children. Parents need to give
some time to their children so that
they will look up to their parents
as role models and examples to
follow. When parents spend most
of their time working and spend
little time with their children, the
only lesson they will probably
teach is that money and the
material things of this world are
of supreme importance. We must
realize that passing along our
heritage of faith does not happen
by accident.

Secondly, we must spend
quality time. In other words, the
time spent wilh our childrcn must
teach them that spiritual things are
of supreme importance. How do
we do that? We cannot pass along
our faith by simply taking them to
church on Sunday. It seems that
many think that is all which is
necessary. Such parents imagine
that if they take their children to
Church on Sundays, they will hear
sermons and Bible lessons, and
they will automatically become
Christians and remain faithful as
adults. Those parents further
suppose that if their children do not
remain faithful, the Church is to
blame. However, those ideas are
not true. We cannot expect the
Church alone to effectively train

our children in the right way. In
Deuteronomy 6:6-7, we find
Moses’ instruction to the Jews as
to how to pass their faith on to their
children. He wrote, “And these
words which I command you
today shall be in your heart. You
shall teach them diligently to
your children, and shall talk of
them when you sitin your house,
when you walk by the way, when
you lie down, and when you rise
up.” Notice, that parents are to
teach their children diligently.
This word means to repeat or to
do something time after time.
Parents must teach their children
at all hours of the day, not just on
Sunday or during a devotional
time. Often, the greatest lessons
we can teach our children are at
the seemingly insignificant times.
Our religion must influence our
behavior at all times. Unless our
children see that our commitment
to God comes before other
commitments, our words will be
useless.

Thirdly, we must treat our
children with kindness and love.
At first, one might think that most
parents do this. However, some
treat them harshly, demanding
complete obedience, while others
virtually idolize their children,
allowing their desires to rule the
house. Paul wrote in Ephesians
6:4, “And you,fathers, do not



provoke your children to wrath,
but bring them up in the training
and admonition of the Lord."
This verse emphasizes the above
exhortation. As parents, we must
not anger our children by
excessive rules and punishments.
Rather, we must train our children
in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord. This includes rules or
guidelines accompanied by
appropriate discipline, teaching
and example.

Parents must guide their
children in the right way by
instructing them in God’s Truth.
However, as we mentioned earlier,
teaching without example is
worthless. Parents must live what
they teach, and children must be
able to see that. Only by doing this

will teaching be laid to the heart
of the child.

Training our children in the
admonition of the Lord is the most
important legacy we can leave
them. Never should we leave this
responsibility to the church, to
someone else or to neglect this
obligation by emphasizing
material rather than spiritual goals.
While providing our children with
a quality education and with
material blessings are certainly
necessary and good, nothing is
more important than spiritual
training.

To neglect that is the greatest
tragedy of all. “For what profit
is it to a man if he gains the
whole world, and loses his own
soul?” (Matthew 16:26).




Listen to the words of Jesus:
“...As thou hast sent me into
the world, even so have I also
sent them into the world. ...
Neither pray I for these alone,
but for them also which shall
believe on me through their
word, That they all may be
one; as thou, Father, art in
me, and I in thee, that they
also may be one in us: that
the world may believe that
thou hast sent me” (John 17:
18,20-21).

Christ came into the world for
one purpose: to save mankind. All
that He did while on this earth was
done to bring about this result. In
the prayer we just read, we can see
this truth pointed out clearly. Why
did God send His Son into the
world? For the same reason that

10

The Lord's
Fervent
Prayer

J. C. Choate

Christ sent His apostles forth: “Go
and preach ... he that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved.”
Christians have no other mission
in life but to obey their Lord and
to lead others to Him.

Yet. how far away we have
gotten through the years! Today,
we as Christians live and work for
the comforts of life, first. We seek
security in a world that has never
known security. We play with the
true religion of Christ, bringing it
down to a commonplace thing. We
can see no further than the scant
hour or two we spend in “worship”
on Sundays. Our goals have fallen
far short of the goals of the early
disciples - to gain the crown of life,
no matter what obstacles stand in
the way.

Because we have aimed
ourselves in the wrong direction,



as a body of believers, we are not
united in the sense that Christ
prayed we would be. Nowadays.
one Christian seeks for one thing
in life while another seeks for
something else, and they can never
be united on one major goal to the
extent that they will put every
ounce of effort they possess into
the work of reaching that goal.
However, Christ prayed, fervently
and earnestly, that even as He and
the Father are one, we might be
one also. What does this mean? It
means that from the beginning of
time, God’s purpose was to make
a way for man to be saved. Jesus
had the same purpose as His guide
during the entire time He walked
upon the earth. He allowed
Himself to be shamefully and
cruelly crucified in order that one
thing might be made possible: that
you and I might have a way of
escape from an eternity in hell!

All of this was done to give us
the hope of eternal life. Does it
mean less to us, the beneficiaries,
than it does to our Benefactors?
Surely we are not such ingrates as
that! If we are not grateful, let us
open our eyes to the great task that
has been set before us.

Is it possible for us to lift our
sight above the material things of
this life and to see the home that
waits for us if, and only if, we are
obedient to our Master? Every one
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of us should strive with all that is
within us to do this very thing,
because unless and until we do,
we’ll continue to drift along in the
unconcerned way we have gone in
the past.

Just think what we could do if
all of us would put Christianity
first and foremost in our lives!
Here in America, we would be a
body of one-and-a-half million
courageous soldiers of the cross -
not even counting the many
Christians in other countries. The
preachers in our midst wouldn’t
have to spend the major part of
their time keeping the weak
Christians faithful because all of
us would be out working to win
our neighbors and friends to
Christ. We would use every minute
of time possible in building up the
kingdom. We would sacrifice in
our living so that the church would
be financially able to carry out its
task of reaching the lost souls of
the world. We would be such
shining lights of real conversion
that the people around about us
would flock to the kingdom in
order that they might have a part
in such a wonderful thing! Why
were people drawn so irresistibly
to Jesus during His lifetime?
Because He was living proof that
He was willing to give His all for
the sake of the truth He preached.

I am convinced that this
dedication of first century



Christians - even in the face of
death - was what so impressed
onlookers that “the world was
turned upside down” by the
spreading and acceptance of the
Gospel.

Our very lack of having world
conversion as our goal is the thing
that is dulling our influence every
way we turn. If we today literally
lived to see others converted from
sin to righteousness, it wouldn’t be
so hard to accomplish. However,
when we preach that we have the
truth and want all men to accept
it, and then live like we don’t much
care what happens next in the
spiritual realm, you can see what
the end result will be. In the eyes
of all of those who are watching
us, we, by our manner of
unconcerned life, make the effect
of the truth void.

Why is it necessary that we be
united, even as God and His Son
are one? Jesus said, "That the
world may believe that thou has
sent me." So, if we fail to march
forward, even as one man, we will
fail in reaching the world with the
message of the Gospel. It’s just that
simple. Either we put everything
else behind us and march, or we
fail, and if we fail, not only have
we lost the world, but ourselves in
the bargain.

Notice further, did Christ pray
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“that the people in Jerusalem may
believe or “that the people in Judea
may believe?” No! He prayed,
“That the world may believe'.
The field in which we are to work
is not just our hometown or our
home state but the whole world.
The Gospel of Christ is too great
for one area; the entire world and
all mankind is its home. That’s
where it belongs and when we try
to confine it to one area, either by
our neglect or by our lack of faith,
we are doing nothing less than
limiting the power of God! Think
about it! We hold within our grasp
a power much greater than any
other, and yet, we smother it down
with our smallness.

Think about this. The sacrifice
that would make it possible for
humans to be forgiven of their sins
had been planned since the
foundation of the world! All of
God’s work, from Genesis to the
last chapters of the Gospel
accounts, had been done with that
goal in mind! Then, the completion
of that work - taking the message
to humanity - was entrusted to the
hands of humans!

Does its message die with me?
Does it go further than to your
heart? What will we do with
God’s treasure? The light of truth
that we possess is strong enough
to illuminate the whole world, but
how often do we put a bushel over



it so that even those in our own
area cannot see its radiance?

Christ taught in principle that
we should march as a united front
and let the world, all of it, see and
believe. When will we begin to
carry out our work? I pray that
we’ll not realize too late that it is
our task, and that we must be up
and about the Master’s business if
we expect to be rewarded. One
thing is certain. We can’t earn
eternal life, but God has never
promised it to shiftless, lazy bums
who won’t lift a finger in His
vineyard after the “great task of
being baptized.” So often we
preach “faith and works” and then
practice “faith only.”

It seems to me that the prayer
we have been considering should
make a deep impression upon our
minds and move us to strive to be

obedient. The circumstances under
which it was uttered should make
us even more aware of the grave
importance of its every word.
Christ was praying in the very
shadow of the cross. He knew that
torture, torment and death-all that
the human body could endure-lay
just ahead of Him. Therefore, in
this, His last major request to the
Father on the disciples’ behalf, He
was praying for the things
uppermost in His mind. His words
to God expressed fully His desire
for His followers, not only for the
eleven around Him at that time, but
for all who should believe on Him-
for you and me. He wanted God
to help us carry out the work He
left in our hands, and He prayed
to that end.

Of one thing we can be sure.
God will do His part, if we will do
ours!
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(A Memorial to the Lord)
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Abel (11:4) : Cain murdered him because he found favor in
God's eyes by offering the correct sacrifice (Genesis 4:1-16)

Enoch (11:5-6): Walked with God (Genesis 5:22-24)
Noah (11:7): Saved his family (Genesis 6:9 - 9:17)

Abraham (11:8-19): Father of the Jewish Nation (Genesis
11:27-25:11)

Sarah (11:12-13): Mother of the Jewish nation (Genesis 12-23)
Isaac (11:20): Passed on God's blessings (Genesis 21-28)

Jacob (11:21): Father of the 12 tribes (Genesis 25-49)

Joseph (11:22): Predicted the Exodus (Genesis 30-50)

Moses (11:23-29): Led the people out of Egypt and gave them
the law of God (Exodus 2-40, Death in Deuteronomy 34)

Joshua (11:30): Leader of the God's people (Exodus 17:9, the
Book of Joshua)

Rahab (11:31): Received the spies (Joshua 2)

Gideon (11:32): Judge and leader of God's people
(Judges 6:11-8:23)

Barak (11:32): Mighty warrior (Judges 4:6-5:13)
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Telugu : Subhavartha Channel Sunday 6.00 p.m
MAHA NEWS Channel every Friday 6.30 a.m
Aradhana Channel every Saturday 6:30 a.m.
Kanthi Channel : Everyday at 6:30 a.m. & 3:30 p.m.
YouTube & Facebook : 24 hrs. daily
click on: Satyavani Church of Christ
Speakers : Ricky, Ronnie & Joshua Gootam
Hindi  : Shubhasandesh Channel Sunday & Tuesday 7.00-7.30 pm
Every Friday night 8:00 to 8:30 p.m. |
Speakers : Francis, Vinay, & Sunny David
P.O. Box. 3815, New Delhi - 110049
Malayalam: Jai Hind Channel Saturday 6.00-6.30 a.m
Speaker : P.K. Varghese
Tamil . Tamilan T.V. Tuesday 9.30 - 9.45 p.m
Sunday 6.45 - 7.00 p.m.
Holy Cross T.V. Sunday 6.30-6.45 a.m (Only in Puducherry)
King of Glory T.V. Sunday 6.15 - 6.30 a.m (in Tirunelveli Dist)
Speakers : Philemon & Kingsley

Tamilan T.V. Monday 7.00 - 7.15 a.m
Thursday 9.30 - 10 p.m.

Saturday 7.15 - 7.30 a.m.

Speaker : Rajanayagam

Tamilan T.V. Monday 6.00 - 6.15 a.m.
Saturday 6.15 - 6.30 p.m.
Speaker : Arjunan

TAMIL RADIO PROGRAMS FROM SRI LANKA RADIO
Sunday to Wednesday 5.30 - 5.45 p.m.

Speakers : Douglas & P.R. Swamy
Saturday 5.30 - 5.45 p.m., speakers : Arjunan

Please write to these addresses for
Bible correspondence courses, Magzines,
and other Christian Literature in your language. g
All' of these Programmes are sponsored
by,
CHURCH OFICHRIST
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