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THE VOICE OF TRUTH INTERNATIONAL

A WORD ...

"...CHRIST...LOVED THE
CHURCH AND GAVE HIMSELF FOR
IT, THAT HE MIGHT SANCTIFY AND
CLEANSE IT..." (Ephesians 5:25).

People minimize the importance of
the church, saying that our focal point
should be Christ alone, and what He
did.

But in actuality, God's focal point is
the church! In the stream of history, His
goal was not the death of Christ, but
what that death accomplished - the res-
toration to Himself of the souls of men.
This is the definition of the church: a body
of humans restored to God! In this
sense, Christ Himself served the church,
and His death was the means to the
end God sought.

No, we must not minimize the One
who died to make life possible, but nei-
ther should we be guilty of minimizing
the prize so precious to God that He
made the supreme sacrifice in order to
obtain it for Himself.
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WHY BLAME THE
PREACHER?

J.C. CHOATE
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The preacher's God given
responsibility is to proclaim the word (1
Timothy 2:7). In the chosen role he is
called, sent, and commanded to
preach the gospel (Mark 16:15).
"Preach the word, be instant in season,
out of season, reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long suffering and
doctrine" (2 Timothy 4:2). The message he proclaims does not originate
with himself but with God. If, therefore, the preacher declares the word
of God, and you are not happy with what you hear, don't blame the
preacher.

As a young man, before marriage and a family, | remember that
whenever | spoke on the subject of children, and on the duties of
parents in rearing them, various ones in the congregation would
remark, "Just wait until you have children of your own!" It was as though
I would change my preaching at that point, because of discovering
as a parent that | was unable to practice what | was telling others.
Well, | have children, even grandchildren, but | Still have not changed
what | preach about rearing children. Even if | had, that would not
have changed the truth, God's Word remains the fruth on that subject
_ or any other subject- whether | practice it or not,

When the work of women is being faught in Bible classes, offen
there will be a discussion concerning whether or not Paul was "down
on women." Evidently even Christians don't stop fo think that Paul was
being guided by the Holy Spirit in his writing. What he said was not his
own opinion or idea, but the Word of the Lord. No, Paul was nof
"down on women." Hearers might not like what Paul said, but they
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shouldn't blame Paul. He was only
saying what the Lord fold him fo
say.

Today when a preacher
speaks about baptism "...
Repent, and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
. Ghost" (Acts 2:38; Romansé.:3,4),
orabout the one church ... upon
this rock | will build my church
and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it' (Matthew 16:18;
Ephesians 4:5), or that the
Christian must give as God has
prospered him. "Upon the first day
of the week let every one of you
lay by him in store, as God hath
prospered him, that there be no
gatherings when | come" (I
Corinthians 16:2), there are those
who will get angry at him.

If he preaches that one
should marry only a Christian "Be
not unequally yoked together with
unbelievers .., and ... if her
husband be dead, she is at liberty
to be married to whom she will
only in the Lord" (2 Corinthians
6:14; 1 Corinthians 7:39), and that
the Christian should dress
modestly (1 Timothy 3:15, 2:9), or
that if one is unfaithful to his or
hercompanion, he or she cannot

marry again with out committing
adultery (Matthew 19:9; Romans
7:3), then those guilty of such
things generally blame fthe
preacher and have bad things fo
say about him. They may even
move fo another congregation,
looking for a preacher who is
more sympathetic fo their lifestyle.

My question in all of this is,
"why blame the preacher?" If he
is not teaching the fruth, one
should not pay any attention fo
him anyway. On the other hand,
if he is preaching the Word, then
that truth should be accepted as
coming from God and not from
man. So, don't blame the
preacher. If you're going fo blame
anyone, blame God. In dealing
with the fruth- God's will - You
have a choice:; you can either
believe it and obey it, or you can
rejectit and refuse fo comply with
it, In this life you can make the

. choice and you can live with it.

But remember, when you stand
before the Lord at the judgment,
you will not be answering to a
preacher but to God. You will
then be judged by what the Word
says, not by whatsome man says
or by what your personal pre-
ference "re-wrote" it to say (John
12:48).
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DISCIPLESHIP

Byron Nichols
Managing Editor

Because of the fact that the church is
made up of human beings, the church has
its imperfections. This does not mean at all
that God intended for the church to be
imperfect. If we succeeded in being exactly
like God and Christ wants us to be, the
church would not have any weaknesses,
any imperfections. From almost the very
birth of the Church in the first century, of
which we read in Acts chapter two,
problems have arisen. The human element has always been very apparent.
For example, in the church there has always been a prob!ém of apathy,
indifference, lethargy, laziness — but actually these terms do not designate
the problem - they are the result of the problem. The real problem is a lack of
understanding of what is involved in discipleship and the failure to be truly
committed to that.

The word "disciple" means literally "a learner." It comes from another
word meaning "to learn," indicating the involvement of thought accompanied
by endeavor. Thus, it denotes one who follows someone's teachings. A disciple
was not only a pupil, he was an adherent. Disciples are thus spoken of in the
New Testament as imitators of their teacher.

| like F.W. Farrar's definition of a disciple. He described the disciple of
Christ as "one who believes His doctrines, rests upon His sacrifice, imbibes
His spirit, and imitates His example".

With this brief background regarding the word "disciple" before us, let's
now look at the terms of discipleship which were laid down by Jesus Himself.
(1) In Matthew 16:24 Jesus said that it is necessary that His disciples deny
themselves, take up their own crosses, and follow Him. Surely self-denial
must be the most difficult aspect of being a disciple of Jesus. The follower of
Jesus is also told that he/she must also be willing to follow the example of
Jesus in bearing his/her own cross of burdens and trials. (2) In addition, in
L uke 14:26 Jesus states that one who would be His disciple must hate his
own family. The Lord certainly did not intend for us to think that we must hate
n the way that the word is usually used. "Hate" here has reference to the
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relative preference for one thing over
another. Our love for Him is to be so
great that, by comparison, our love
for our family is as if it were hatred.
(3) Then in Luke 14:33 Jesus declares
that the disciple must forsake or
renounce all. Christ accepts only
those who are willing to place serving
Him above everything else in this life.
These terms of disciple-ship are
certainly demanding. Apparently
discipleship is not something which
is to be taken lightly.

Becoming a disciple (or
Christian) is one thing; being a
disciple is another. In Luke 14:27 we
learn that Jesus requires His
disciples to follow Him. What is
involved in following Jesus?

A. Counting the cost (Luke
14:28-35; 2 Peter 2:20-22).

B. Sacrifice. Jesus demands
first place. In Luke 5:11 they left all.
In Matthew 6:33 Jesus says to seek
Him first.

C. Continuing in Christ's
word. In John 8:31, 32 Jesus said,
"If you continue in My word, then you
are My disciples indeed. And you
shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free." It should be
obvious to all that in order to
continue in Christ's word we must
first of all know His word. It should
be no wonder then that the Holy Spirit
led Paul to instruct Timothy and us,
"Be diligent to present yourself
approved to God, a worker who does

not need to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy
2:15).

D. Following in Christ's
footsteps. Being a disciple of Jesus
necessitates our following in His
footsteps as they lead us to:

1.The wilderness of temptation.
2.The house of worship.

3. Fields of service.

4. The mountain of prayer.
5.The garden of despair

6. The cross of suffering.
7.The valley of death.

8.The throne of God.

All who would be disciples of
Jesus need to be assured that the
steps of Jesus do not end in the dark
valley of suffering and death, but
rather they proceed into Heaven and
to the very throne of God (Revelation
3:21).

There are many different kinds
of disciples in our world. Some are
disciples of Christ, but many are
disciples of false gods and of mere
men. It is hoped that each one who !
calls himself/herself a disciple of
Jesus will take more care to follow in
His footsteps. True disciple of Jesus
will take more care to follow in His
footsteps. True discipleship will
change the world.
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Where is the light?
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SFEVEN FREE GIFTS

.1. The Gift of Praise : Critics
destory. Encouragers build up.
Make if a point to give severdl

compliments daily.

2. The Gift of Understanding :
Down deep, thisis really what ||
most of us wish, o be under-
stood. ’

3. The Gift of Concession : You
don't have to win all the time.

4. The Gift of Gratitude : Look
for someocne to thank.
Gratitude is the same root
word for grace. We receive
grace with grafis.

5. The Gift of Attention : Wives,
Children, employees seek
human dignity. To give some-
one your fime, respect, and
aftention is one of the greatest
gifts,

6. The Gift of Inspiration :
"Enthusiasm" literally means
"God within us."

7. The Gift of Personal Presence:
Eighty percent of success
comes with merely "showing
up." Broken hearts come when
you don't. Your greatest power
is you, your presence. Give If,

- Adapted, G. Max Tarbet
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(Paul's View of the Church)
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WE ARE JUST PILGRIMS

Earthis not our habitation
For our home is in the sky
Heaven is our destination
We're just pilgrims passing by.

All our thoughts to God are given
As our journey we pursue

Going fo our home in heaven
We're just pilgrims passing thru.

All our hopes, and our desires
Upward are to Heaven drawn
By the light His word inspires
We're just pilgrims passing on.

This is just a visitation

We on earth as strangers roam
To a waiting celebration

We're just pilgrims going home.

- Harry Presley
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10 WAYS TO FIND TIME TO
READ YOUR BIBLE

1. Wake up 10 minu’res‘eorly
each morning and read.

2. Put a Bible portion under
your pillow fo read each
night before sleep.

3. Talk less and you will have
a few more minutes to read.

4, Keep a copy on hand at
the ftelephone to read while
you "hold".

5. Carry a copy of the Bible
in your pocket or purse to
read while waifing for
doctors, non punctuadl
people, efc.

6. Never go on a frip without
your Bible.

7. Keep a copy In the glove
compartment of your car.

8, Remember, a Bible in your
hand is worth two on the
table.

9. Turnthe TV off and read to
your children.

10. Read a verse or two at
meal times when all the
family is together.

- Anonymous
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TODAY i
Outside my window, a new day | see,
And only | can determine what kind it will be.
It can be busy and sunny, laughing and gay
Or borning and cold, unhappy and gray.,
My own state of mind Is the determining Key,
For | am only the person | let myself be.
| can be thoughtful and do all | can to help,
Cr be selfish and think just of myself,
| can enjoy what | do and make it seem fun,
Or gripe and complain and make it hard on someone.
| can be patient with those who may not understand,
Or be little and hurt them as much as | can.,
But | have faith in the Lord, and believe when | say;
| personally Infend to make the best of each day.

- Author Unknown
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WHO CREATED EVIL?

Some people say that if God
created all things, He must have
created evil, They say this proves
that God has a good side and an
evil side- a light side and a dark
side.

s this frue? Di sin and evil and
Satan come from the mind and
hands of God?

Inthe Blole we read, '"Then God
saw everything that He had

‘made, and indeed It was very

good." (Genesls 1:31)

InJames 1:17, 18, we are fold,
"Every good glftf and every
perfect glft Is from above, and
comes down from the Father of

lights, with whom there Is nol
varlation or shadow or fumning.

1 John 1:5says "God Islight and
in Him Is no darkness at all."

The nature of God Is holiness,
righteosness and purlty. To have
brought Satan into existence
would have been contrary fo the
very essence of God.

So, God Is good, and every-
thing he created was good. The
evil that exists Is In oppositlon to
Him: It did not criginate with Him.
We must look further for the
explanation for Satan and for evil,

Next : who, then, made
Satan?
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(The Power of His Resurrection)
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A DAILY PRAYER

Dear God, | ask forgiveness
For all the wrong | do.

I know | am not worthy
Of love bestowed by you.

You strengthen and sustain me
In time of my despair.

You give me hope and courage
In answer to my prayer.

I know | am not perfect
And cannot hope to be,

But with your great compassion
I know that you love me.

| thank you God with humble heart
For allyou give and do.

There is no day that e'er goes by
[ do not kneel to you,

- Harold F. Mohan
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Step by Step

He does not lead me year by year, And | am glad that it is so,

Nor even day by day; To day's enough to bear,
But step by step my path unfolds, And when tomorrow comes, his grace
My lord directs my way. Shall far exceed its care.,
Tomorrow's plans | do not know; What need to worry then, or fret?
[ only know this minute., The God who gave his son
But he will say, "This is the wayy, Holds all my moments in his hand
By faith now walk ye in it." and gives them one by one.
- Author unknown

O <70 o= @

GRANDMA'S GLASSES

Two small boys were discussing eye glasses.

"Wouldn't you hate to wear glasses?" one asked.

"No," answered the other, "not if | could have the kind
my grandma wears! My mother says she can always see
when folks are tired or discouraged or sad. She sees
whenever somebody is in need and she can always
recoghize when you have something on your mind that you
need to talk over. But best of all can always see
something good in everybody!" ‘

The little fellow continued: "l asked my grandma one
day how it was that she could see that way. She said it
was because of the way she's learned to look at things
since she's gotten older So I'm sure it must be those
glasses of hers!"

Wouldn't it be wonderful if all of us could see others
through Grandma's glasses?



Broken Dreams

As children bring their broken toys

With tears for us to mend,

| brought my broken dreams to
God

Because He was my
friend.

But then instead of
Leaving Him

In peace to work
alone

l hung around and
tried to help

With ways that
were my own.

At last | snatched
Them back
And cried, "How can
You be so slow?"
"My Child, "He said,
"What could | do?
You never did let go.”

- Anonymous
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HEAR THE VOICE OF TRUTH

ON RADIO SRILANKA
TELUGU :  Sunday, Monday, Wednesday &
Thursday, 2:00 P.M. - 2:15 P.M.

Every Saturday 6:30 a.m. on Teja Channel.
Every Tuesday at 6:30 a.m. on MAA Channel

Speaker : Joshua Gootam,
P.O.Box 80, Kakinada-533001.

HINDI :  Sunday 6:45 p.m. 7:00 p.m. and
Thursday, 6:45 p.m. 7:00 p.m.

| T.V. : Every Sunday at 6:30 a.m. on ETC Channel
Speaker: Sunny David, P.O.Box 38I5,
New Delhi-110049.

TAMIL : Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday 5:30 p.m. to 5:45 p.m.

\ | Speaker: P.R. Swamy,

| | P.O. Box 8405, Bangalore-560084.

MALAYALAM :  Friday, 3:45 p.m.. - 4.00 p.m.
Speaker : P.K. Varghese, P.0.Box 5540
Thrivandrum-695043 (Kerala).

Please write to these addresses for Bible correspondence courses,

Magazines, and other Christian literature in your language.

ALL OF THESE PROGRAMMES ARE SPONSORED BY
CHURCHES OF CHRIST




Did Jesus Rise from The Dead?

Men have been arguing about the
resurrection of Jesus through the
centuries. Did He, or did He not, come
forth from the grave? For those who
Question the reality of His
resurrection, there are a number of
considerations to face.

I. The empty tomb. Even the
critics of Jesus took the fact of the
empty tomb for granted
(Matthew 28:13-15; John
20:15).

2. The disciples’
eyewitness experiences
of the risen Christ. They
were not expecting it
though Jesus had spoken
of His resurrection.
When He did appear to
them, they became
reluctant believers. It was
too good to be true, but
they had seen Him... {I Corinthians
15:17-19).

No time for legend to develop.
And they did it in the very city where
He had been crucified. Their testimony
was that God had raised Him from the
dead.

4. The apostles were changed
men. At the death of Jesus they had
proven themselves craven cowards
and had fled. Peter even denied that
he knew the Lord. But these men were

changed into courageous confessors
and bold witnesses. They now believed
that Jesus had been raised from the
dead and were willing to die for their
convictions. It's not easy to explain
away such a change.

5. The resurrection of Christ
became the heart and core of their
preaching. They freely admitted that
if the resurrection was
not true then everything
else was worthless (I
Corinthians 15:17-19).

6. The failure of
the Sanhedrin to
silence the apostles.
The Jewish leaders
could not disprove their
message even though
they had both the power
and motivation to do so.

7. The Lord's
Day. The church began to worship on
Sunday even though the Sabbath
(Saturday) had been kept for countless
generations.

8. Saul's conversion. His
ministry to the Gentiles can scarcely
be explained apart from the
resurrection of Jesus.

Considerations such as these
cause me to have great confidence in
the historicity of Jesus' resurrection.



