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THE Voice oF TRUTH INTERNATIONAL

A Worp . . .

| Corinthians 12:7-11 lists special
gifts of the Holy Spirit given by the
laying on of the Apostles' hands. Verse
11 says these gifts were distributed by
the spirit, “...as He wills."

To whom would the Spirit have
chosen to given the miraculous gift of
faith? Surely, to those who by their own
commitment and dedication would
have naturally grown as leaders in
faith.

To whom would the Spirit have
chosen to give the miraculous gift of
Knowledge? Surely, to those who by
their own commitment and dedication
would have naturally grown as leaders
in knowledge by a sincere, diligent,
and continual searching of God's word.
The purpose of this magazine is to
encourage that type of study and
knowledge.

The Churches of Christ Salute
you. (Romans 16:16)

—— e

The Voice of truth International is
published by Churches of Chirst, under
the non-profit World Evangelism
Foundation, U.S.A.
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Telugu Edition
Managing Editor : Joshua Gootam
P.O. Box-80, Kakinada.

A.P. - 533 001, India.

Reader's requests for articles on particular
subjects will be considered. Comments
and suggestions regarding the confent
and appearance of the magazine will be
appreciated. Our goal is to strive for
excellence.
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EDITORIAL

WHAT MUST |
DO TO BE SAVED?

J.C.CHOATE
EDITOR -IN- CHIEF

Regardless of what one may do in
life or how good his morals may be, there
is no substitute for facing the question,
""What Must I Do To Be Saved?" and
then responding to it. Paul says that one
is a sinner (Romans 3:23; 5:8), and will
remain accountable until he is saved
from his past sins. Since he cannot save himself he must comply with the Lord's
terms of pardon. God sent his Son to die to make salvation possible (John
3:16,17). Christ shed his blood that one might have forgiveness of his sins
(Ephesians 1:7). It is that simple.

But again, What Must I Do To Be Saved? Is there something to do? If so,
what? One way to answer this question is to go to the words of the Lord. Jesus
said, "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not
shall be damned" (Mark 16:16). Again, he said, "... Thus it is written, and thus
it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day. And that
repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all
nations, beginning at Jerusalem" (Luke 24:46). Jesus further stated we must
confess Him before men i fwe are to be confessed by Him to the Father (Matthew

10:32).

Another way to answer that question is to go to the inspired writers. Paul
said, "So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Romans
10:17). The Hebrew writer declared that "without faith it is impossible to please
God" (Hebrews 11:6). Then Peter declared, ... Repent, and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost" (Acts 2:38). When Saul asked what he should
do (having become a believer, confessing the Lord, and showing his penitence),
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he was told, "And now why tarriest
thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash
away thy sins, colling on the name of
the Lord" (Acts 22:16).

Then take a look at the 11 cases
of conversion found in the book of Acts

as recorded in Acts 2,3,8,9,16, and

other chapters. You will see in each case
that the gospel was preached, and the
hearers believed, repented of their sins,
confessed their faith in the Lord, and
were baptized for the remission of sins.

To simplify the conditions of
salvation, and to help us understand
them in a logical way, the commands

- have been called steps. Step 1 : hear
the gospel; step 2 : believe it; step 3;
repent of one's sins; step 4; confess
Christ as being the Son of God; step 5
: be baptized for the remission of sins.

It is further explained that these
steps put one into Christ and his church
where he is saved from his past sins
and is now a child of God (1
Corinthians 12:13; Colossians 2:14;
Galatians 3:26,27).

Another way of explaining
salvation is by showing the new birth,
or spiritual birth, which takes place
when one obeys the Lord (John 3:3-5).
When the truth - God's seed - is planted
in one's heart, it conceives, and lead that
person to be immersed in water -
baptized - born of water and the Spirit
(John 3:5; Romans 6:3,4; 2 Corinthians
5:17), to come forth as a new creature
in Christ.

The Bible teachers that Jesus died
on the cross, was buried in a tomb, and
was resurrected on the third day (1
Corinthians 15:1-4). Paul says in
Romans 6:17, 18 that we obey a form
of that doctrine when we die to our
sins, are buried with the Lord in the
waters of baptism, and are raised form
that watery grave to walk in newness
of life. Thus, when one obeys the Lord,
in his very acts of obedience he is
saying that he believes .in the death,
burial and resurrection of Christ, and
he is figuratively re-enacting that death,
burial, and resurrection. Again, read
Romans 6 closely.

So then who can be saved? Any
one who is old enough to hear and
understand the truth, who believes it
with all of his heart, turns away from
his sins, confesses Christ before men
as being the Son of God, and is baptized
for the remission of his sins.

But what about the grace of God?
Paul says we are saved by grace
through faith (Ephesians 28:9). This
means the Lord has provided salvation,
and through or fatih we are to obey him
so that we may be saved. In the end it
will be by the grace of God that we
are saved - if we are saved - since we
can never obey enough commands or
earn enough merit by our good works
to be saved. At the same time we must
remember that even God's grace cannot
save us if we refuse or fail to obey His
commands.



ASSOCIATE EDITORIAL

WE NEED YOUR
HELP

Byron Nichols
Managing Editor

We possibly need to make it
more clearly undrstood that The
Voice of Truth International is nota
business venture or enterprise - I'T
IS A WORK OF THE CHURCH.
And like most any other work of the church, this particular work needs
the help and cooperation of many.

Let me share with you some ways that you can assist in the progress

of this work.

1. Write and let Bro. Joshua Gootam know of how the magazine
has helped you or others. It is important for us to know in what way(s)
the magazine is important to you. This helps us to know what we are

doing that is helpful and needed.

2. Offer your suggestions for ways that we can improve the
magazine. Obviously we cannot please everyone totally, but we want to
provide the kind of publication that you desire and that will further the
cause of Christ. If there are changes that could be made which would
bring about improvement, we would like to know of them. Please bear
in mind that cost is always a factor in our decisions. We cannot afford to
increase our expenses, and we would love to be able to reduce them.

3. Encourage your congregation to support this work. A growing
number of congregations are seeing the need to help in this special effort
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to proclaim the word of God around the world, but the assistance of
many more is needed. Just Rs. 25.00 per month is a great help and
encouragement. We can even make copies of each issue available to
congregations for their own use when they become regular monthly
supporters. Write or call about this.

4. Show the magazine to committees on missions, outreach, and
visitation. Encourage those involved to ask that the congregation get a
supply of each issue for use in those areas of work. This magazine is of
such a nature that it can be and is being used quite effectively in a number
of different ways.

5. Pray for this work. Please pray fervently for those of us who are
directly involved with, and responsible for, this very special teaching
endeavor. Pray for our writers; they are so very important. Pray for all
who have access to the magazine, that they will be receptive to God's
Word. Pray that many, many more will also be able to receive TVOTI
soon, so that they too may have the opportunity to benefit eternally
from this work. Pray that many more congregations and individual
Christians will become active participants in this venture. Pray both
privately and publicly for this work. Public prayers have the benefit of
not only asking God's blessing, but also of bringing the matter to the
attention of all those who hear the prayers.

6. Tell others about TVOTL. Take advantage of any opportunity
to inform others, Christians or non-christians, about the magazine. This
is certainly not the only good work being done by the church today, but
I honestly believe that it is indeed a good work, one that is providing
quality teaching material which is helping a great many people, and one
that is deserving of being publicized so that more and more folks are
made familiar with it.

Please prayerfully select one or more means of using
your Christian influence in behalf of this worthy effort to
proclaim Christ to the multitudes.
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| Sanctify Myself
for You...

I, my friend, between your
God and you

Stands me and my frail
grasping of the truth

How sternly | must match,

And guard my soul from sin,

Be pure from deep within,

Must learn His will,

And do His will,

And walk each step with Him

5o He will hear my prayers for you

And help me share His truth.

If, between His love and you,
| stand,
How careful | must be

~To cling to both your hands

And help you see

Your God though me,

{ would not - oh, | cannot-
Divide you as a wall

And blind your eyes

And keep your heart too far away
To hear His call.

For your dear sake

| sanctify myself,

Sure that each step | take
Draws you nearer to Himself.

Oh, Friend, I'm longing for that day
- That happy day -
When you will be His son
And we can bow as one
Before our God.
- Betty Burton Choate

(John 17:19)

~
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TIMES OF STILLNESS

When the rush of life o'ertakes me,
And my soul for quiet seeks,

When my mind is full of pressures
That pursue me through the week,

| have a little haven
Where | find my heart's content,

And the quiet that surrounds me there

Is truly heaven sent.

For we all need times of stiliness;
To relax and just unwind,
And let go of small resentments
That clutter up the mind,
50, | seek the soothing quiet,
To my haven, safe | trod,
And alone there in the silence,
| feel very close to God!

-‘

= Yean €. Moore
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Silent Compromise

Itis cowardly not to stand
up for your convictions. If
you believe a thing is right
and true, by all means, say
so! The silent majority
cannot change things unless
they have the courage to
stand up and be counted.

John speaks of a group of
Jewish leaders who practiced
silent compromise:

"Nevertheless many even
of the rulers believed in Him,
but because of the Pharisees
they were not confessing
Him, lest they should be put
out of the synagogue" (John
12:42).

Those Jewish leaders
believed in Jesus but they
compromised their faith by
saying nothing. They did not
want the disapproval of the
Pharisees or to be cast out of
the synagogue, so they kept
silent. They were afraid.

All it takes for error to
prevail is for those who know
the truth to say nothing.

- Jimmy Jividen
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What is sin?

"Sin" is out-of-fashion these
days! Hardly ever is it mentioned
anymore. Instead, people are said
to be "sick” or to have a
"disease," and their wrongs are
excused away.

But sin has not vanished. In
Sfact, the world's tolerant and
permissive attitude toward sin has
encouraged its rampant growth,
so that it eats humanity's heart
like a cancer. And, like cancer; it
must be cut away from our souls
if we are to live, spiritually.

What is sin? "... sin is the
transgression of the law" (1 John
3:4). Not only is it sin when
citizens violate the civil law
(Romans 13:1,2), but sin is the
violation of God's moral and
spiritual laws, as written in the
Bible. From the beginning of
man's existence, these moral and
spiritual laws have been true.

God forbids lying, stealing,
laziness, adultery, homosexuality
and other sensual immorality,
greed, abuse, murder- and He
calls these things sins, saying that
all who do such things, "shall
have their part in the lake which
burns with fire and brimstone,
which is the second death"
(Revelation 21:8).
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 MyChild

Don't walk and talk,

Think and look

Like the world does;

Be distinct,

Be separate,

Dare to be different,
Examine yourself
According to your gifts.
The Lord will bless;

| know He loves you.

He only loaned you to me
For a little while;

He knew | would love you
More than life;

My heart and soul grew
Because of you.

As a child you obeyed,

You honored my rules;

The Lord gave us His rules,
His instructions,

His directions,

They are written in His book;
His book is a letter to you
As an adult.

If you fail to honor and obey Him
| will have failed.

{ - Alemia Spradley
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What Christ Said

I said, "Let me walk in the fields."
He said, "No, walk in the town."

I said, "There are no flowers there."
He said, "No flowers, but a crown."

I Said, "But the skies are black;
There is nothing but noise and din."
And He wept as He sent me back-
"There is more," He said, "there is sin."

I said, "But the air is thick,
And bogs are veiling the sun.”
He answered, "Yet souls are sick,

And souls in the dark undone!"

I said, "I shall miss the light,

And friends will miss me, they say."
He answered, "Choose tonight

If I am to miss you, or they."

I Pleaded for time to be given,
He said, "Is it hard to decide?
It will not seem hard in heaven
To have followed the steps of
Your Guide!"

I cast one look at the fields,
And set my face to the town:
He said, "My child, do you yield?
Will you give up the flowers for
the Crown?

Then into His hand went mine,
And into my heart came He,

- 2.5, 3% And I walked in a light divine,
The paths I had feared to see.
L - George Meponald
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(Truth and Freedom)

- Cecil May Jr.
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—— Scientific Red Faces «—

As almost everyone knows, the earth is supposed to be almost
5 billion years old, while man has been around only some 3 or
4 million years. These estimates are pure speculation, based upon
dating methods that are grounded in evolutionary assumptions.
There is NO hard-core test that can determine the age of the
carth. Most people believe this simply because they accept what
is presented in the media.

Several years ago some scientists discovered human bones
buried under thick deposits of mud in California. The bones
were submitted to "competent” authorities who declared them
to be about 75,000 years old. Unfortunately, however, as they -
dug deeper, they found an old United States Army button. Now,
maybe the United States had an army 75,000 years ago - or just
maybe the scientific dating methods are not all that reliable!

Recently an archaeological excavation team, led by professor
Mitsuo Kawaga of Beppu University, discovered ‘drawings on
the wall of a cave on the Japanese island of Kyushu. The excited
scientists announced that the drawings were from 10,000 to
30,000 years old. Alas, a lifelong resident of the area came
forward to confess that he had often scribbled on the walls of
the cave with charcoal when he was a boy. The "scientists” had
only missed it by about 99.99%!

Why is it when "scientists" say that something is billions of
years old, the average person believes it as if the object had a
date carved upon it?

When Christians accept the dates which are a part of the
evolutionary system, they are playing right into the hands of
infidelity.

\ o Wayne Jackson e- J




HEAR THE YOICE OF TRUTE
ON RADIO SRILANKA

TELUGU : Sunday, Monday, Wednesday & Thursday,
2:00 p.m. - 2.15 p.m.
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: Every Saturday 6:30 a.m. on Teja Channel.
Every Tuesday at 6:30 a.m. on MAA Channel.
Every Thursday at 7:00 a.m. on Vissa Channel.
Speakers: Joshua Gootam & Ricky Gootam.
P.0. Box. 80, Kakinada-533 001.
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: Sunday 6:45 p.m. 7.00 p.m. and
Thursday, 6:45 p.m. 7.00 p.m.

Speaker: Sunny David,
PO. Box 3815. New Delhi - 110049.

: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday 5:30 p.m. to 5:45 p.m.
Speaker: PR. Swamy.
P.0. Box 8405, Bangalore - 560084.

MALAYALAM : Friday, 3.45 p.m. - 4.00 p.m.

Speaker: PK. Varghese, P.0. Box 5540,
Thrivandrum - 695043 (Kerala).

Please write to these addresses for Bible correspondence courses,

Magazines, and other Christian literature in your language.

All of these Programmes are sponsored by
Churches of Christ
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