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If in the work yo'u are trying to do, you have done all that you can,

Be still:

God is working. And though you may not now be able to see or hear or
feel what He is doing, Know that He is not idle.
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EDITORIAL

PREACHING
THE
KINGDOM

J.C.CHOATE
EDITOR -IN- CHIEF

Throughout the Old Testament a
great deal was said about the coming

of a Spiritual kingdom. Isaiah foretold
; that in the last days the Lord’s kingdom
would be established (Isaiah 2:2,3). Daniel said that God would set up
a kingdom which would never be destroyed (Daniel 2:44). Joel said \
that the Lord’s Spirit would be poured out upon all flesh at that time
(Joel 2:28,29) and Peter explained that Joel's prophecy was fulfilled
in the momentous "happenings recorded in Acts 2.

John the Baptist came preaching that the Kingdom of heaven
was near at hand (Matthew 3:1,2), and Christ said that some who
were standing in His presence would not taste of death until they saw
the kingdom come with power (Mark 9:1). Finally, Christ said that he
would build His Church upon the rock, the fact that He was the Son
of God (Matthew 16:18,19;1 Corinthians 3:11). He promised that He
would give to the Apostles the keys of the kingdom, the authority to
tell men and women what they could do to enter the Kingdom or the
Church.

In Acts 2 we see that the prophecies were fulfilled concerning
the establishment of the kingdom in Jerusalem as the power of the
Holy Spirit was poured out on the Apostles and they began to speak
with tongues, or in other languages, as the Spirit gave them utterance.




This was the kingdom that John
had to be
established, the one that was from
heaven, and the one Christ had
said He would build. The Apostles,
then, used the keys of the kingdom
“or the church as they preached

said was soon

the gospel for the first time and
revealed to sinful man how he
could be saved. Those who heard,
believed, repented of their sins,
and were baptizes for the remission
of their sins were saved and added
to the church by the Lord himself.

The kingdom and the church
were therefore the same institution,
being the house of God or the
spiritual body of Christ (1 Timothy
3:15; 1 Corinthians 12:27). Paul,
speaking to the church at Colosse,
said concerning God, "Who hath
delivered us from the Power of
darknss, and. hath translated us
into the Kingdom of his dear Son"
(Colossians 1: 13). The Hebrew
writer said, "Wherefore we receiving
a Kingdom which cannot be
moved, let us have grace whereby
we may serve God acceptably with
reverence and godly fear" (Hebrews
12:28). Now of what kingdom was
he speaking? The kingdom of God,
the Kimgdom which was from
heaven, the Lord’s Church,

comprised of people the Lord
Saved and added to it, making
them members of His body, the
spiritual body of Christ, again being
the church (Ephesians 1:22,23:
Colossians 1:18).

Now after the Lord’s death,
burial, and resurrection, the record
says concerning Christ, "To whom
also he showed himself alive after
his passion by many infallible
proofs, being seen of them forty
days,
pertaining to the Kingdom of God"
(Acts 1:3). In other words, Christ
was giving final instructions to the
Apostles concerning His kingdom
or chruch which would shortly be
establisbed in Jerusalem. He went

and speaking things

on to exhort, "But ye shall receive
the power, after the Holy Ghost
is come upon you; and ye shall
be witnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem, and in Judea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost
patts of the earth" (Acts 1:8).

So in Acts 2 that kingdom,
the Lord’s church itself was
established with some 3,000
obeying God and being added to
it (Acts 2:40). The gospel was
preached again and again both in
Jerusalem and in dJudea with
thousands more obeying the Lord




and being added to that same
Church. But there is more. At
this point, the record says," "then
Philip went down to the city of
Samaria, and Preached Christ to
them" (Acts 8:5). Continuing, we
read, "But when they belived Philip
preaching things concerning the
Kingdom of God, and the name
of Jesus Christ, they were baptized

both men and women" (Acts 8:12). -

So what do we have? We
see how the Lord instructed the
Apostles concerning the kingdom
of God, and then philip Preached
Christ to the Samaritans. But,
amazingly, in doing so he also
preached the kingdom of God to
them! Why was there so much
enphasis on the kingdom or the
Church? Because it was the
culmination of God's efforts for
mankind; it was the vehicle through
which He would provide salvation.
It was from God, it has been
prophesied, the Lord has promises
it, and the saved were added to
it! Its importance cannot be
overstated. '

Sometimes we hear people
saying the chruch is not important
and that we should not talk about
it so much. It is true that the
church is not the saViour, since it

is made up of the saved, who are
human beings; but Christ is the
saviour of the church, having died
for it and having purchased it with
His own blood, and therefore we
must be members of it if we want
to be saved and to go to heaven.

If you remove from the
scriptures all .of the things said
about the Kingdom or the Church,
how much would you have left?
Furthermore, if Christ built the
church, is - head of it and saviour
of it, serving as its foundation
and calling it by His name, if He
has promised to return for it and
present it to God, how could
anyone think that it is unimportant?
And how will men know about it,
of its divine origin, of its Purpose
and mission and of its tremendous
place of importance in God's
overall plan unless we preach it

to the world?

In conclusion, let us appreciate
the church, love it as the Lord
loves it, be thankful to be members
of it, and let us eagerly tell others
about it so that it may truly spread
throughout the entire world. As
Paul said, "Unto him be glory in
the church by Christ Jesus
throughout all ages, world without
end. Amen" (Ephesians 3:21)



ASSOCIATE EDITORIAL

"..But As Jor Me
And My House..."
DByronw Vichals

Surely we have all been
impressed with some of the statements
- made by outstading statesmen of the
world in times past. Included among
the more notable ones are Patrick
Henry's "Give me liberty or give me death,” Winston Churchill’s "l have
nothing to give but blood, sweat, and tears,” and Henry Clayos "I'd
rather be right than be president." Such words of commitment and
exhortation have halped countries and causes to be victorious instead of
suffering defeat.

As great as these proclamations of courage and dedication were
and are, they do not measure up to the significance of many declarations
found in the Bible. It would be hard to find one more inspiring than a
stetement by Joshua in his farewell speech to the people of God just
before his death. In Joshua chapter 24 the faithful leader of the Israelites
reminds them of all that God had done for them and their ancestors,
delivering them from their enemies and providing all their needs for
them, including a special land in which to live. He then proceeds to tell
them that they have a great decision to make: Are you going to serve
pagan gods, as your fathers did at times, or are you going to render
loyal service to the God who has delivered you and lovingly puovided for
you? Then, in the last part of verse 15, Joshua makes this great
statement of commitment, dedication, and determination:

"...but as for me and my horse, we will serve Jehovah."

Joshua was able to make this remarkable declaration because of his
great love for God, his Israelite brethren, and his family. His words were
prompted by his deep gratitude to the Lord for all that He had done for



Joshua and all those he loved. Surely
more of us would Join with Joshua
in these words if we understood
what Joshua understood. Surely few
of us would duift very far away
from the Lord while fully
comprehending all that He has done
for us and continues to do for us.

It's one thing to make a
commitment for ourselves, but it’s
- quite another thing to make a
commitment for others. How could
Joshua speak for his family when

he said, "..but as for me and my .

house..."? He could do so in the
sense that he was determined to
do all within his power to see to it
that his family members were as
committed to faithfully serving the
Lord as he was. His loved ones
still had the freedom of choice;
they could become ilke the pagan
nations around them if they so
chose, but it would not happen
without his having made every
possible effort to get them to share
“his deep love and gratitude for God.

Many more husbands and
fathers need to follow Joshua's
example. An alarming number of
families, even Christian families, are
in great need of spiritual repair.
God has given the husbands and
fathers the major responsibility in
such matters, as is clearly shown in

Ephesians 5:22-6:4

Perhaps there is an even
greater need for more elders and
preachers who will fearlessly take

their stand with Joshua and echo
his commitment.lt is a very
elementary fact that no group,
religious or otherwise, will ever
succeed beyond the level of its
leadership. The church of the Lord
absolutely must have men as its
leaders who will duplicate the
determination of Joshua to stand
with and for God, regardless of the
opposition, even if the opposition
should sometimes come from within
the church itself. Satan will never
make it easy for God’s people to
loyally serve the Lord, and at times,
he even uses some of God's own
people, as was true in Bible times,
to lead the church astray. As a
result, there is perhaps a gerater
need than ever before for elders
who will lovingly and boldly live up
to the words of such notable
passages as Acts 20:28-31: 1
Timothy 3:4,5 and Titus 1:9-16.
Preachers, too, are called to be
faithful to the admonitions of such
passages as 2 Timothy 4:1-5 and
Titus 2:1, just to name a few.

Knowing that each one of us
will one day be called before the
Lord in judgment, dare we live our
lives now with less of a commitment
to Him and His Word than that of
His loyal servant Joshua? May God's
children everywhere dedicate
themselves fully to Him and to the
furtherance of His great cause here
on the earth. Let's be sure that
God can depend on us.
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SUCH A LOVE
CBeft\Z Burton Choate

One soul, longing

For the safety of
another soul.

Much loved,

Cries,

"Oh, God,

If prayer and tears

- if hurt -

" Could do it,

He would have
been won
So long ago."

~ With burning tears

Falling in the heart,

The answer comes

Unspoken :

"Yes . . .

If even death itself

Could do it,

He would have
been won

So long ago -

You see... | love him
even more :

| gave My son."
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Stories

[read astory of war,
Of kings and princes fair,
A giant kil(ed 6y ..
suy's slingshiot,
A man whose strength
was fils Aair,
Of miracfles and wander-
ings
Tofind a promised (and.
Of men whio 6uilt their
fiomes on rock,
Ano some their fiomes on
sand.

[ read a story of Love,

Of a God-Man come to
earth

T o (ive, to die, to (ive
again,

T o give man’s soul its
worth,

Of al( the 6ooks ['ve read,

Of al( the stories fieard,

None fias moved me quite
as much

As stories from God's
Woro.

- Jessie Granvi((e
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 (Salvation in Christ is Salvation in his Church)
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No Death

There is no death! The
stars go down

To rise upon some other
shore,

And bright in Heaven’s
jeweled crown

They shine forever more.

There is no death! The
forest leaves
Shall change beneath the
summer showers
To golden grain, or mellow
. fruit,
or rainbow-tinted flowers.

And marching on unseen
before us,

The dear immortal spiriis
tread,

For all the boundless
universe

Is life - "These are no

dead.”
- Anonynlqilgk
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Put Jesus Flrst

The world all about me now hag no allure :
Its pleasures bring pain, its wisdom ig vain;

1 seek a foundation that's steadfast and sure :
11 put Jesus first in my life.

The Lord Jesus died my salvation to win :
He went in my stead to Calv'ry and bled;
Redemption impels we to give up all gin:
111 put Jesus first in my Life.

- Jameg D. Murch
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Please let me keep on
going, Lord,

From dawn to setting sun,

Till 'm no longer needed

And all my work is done.

Please let me be around to
See

My little ones grow strong.

And keep my shoulder
handy

For their tears when things
go wrong.

Please let me make our
home a place
They’re happy to be in--
And help me by example
To keep them free from sin.

For not until they’re all
prepared

To face life’s rocky road

Does any mother dare to
drop

Her burden and her load.

It's only then that she can
feel

She’s truly earned her rest.

As thankfully she whispers,
"Lord,

I've done my very best!"
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r Thorns, Nails, Spears, Crowns

His holy fingers made the bough

Which grew the thorns that crowned His brow.
The nails that pierced His hand were mined

In secret places He designed.

He made the forest whence there sprung
The tree on which His body hung.

He died upon a cross of wood

Yet made the hill on which it stood.

The spear which spilled His precious blood
Was tempered in the fires of God.

The grave in which His form was laid
Was hewn in rocks His hand had made.

The throne on which He now appears
Was His from everlasting years.

Not thorns but glory crowns His brow,
And every knee to Him shall bow.
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They tucked me in 8t night.

And never did they shirk.

MY MOTHFR'$ HANDS

When I was just a little girl,

In items of sickness, scrapes, and bumps
They made my wrongs all right.

The cakes and pies, the dirty clothes,
Those endless hours of work;
They mended socks and broken hearts

0
7
(o

They blistered from a scorching iron
They chapped from winter's frecze,
They held my hand or pushed the swing
To fly above the trees

Through good and bad. they gave God praise
And folded in a prayer.

My mother's love, my mother's hands

God's gift beyond compare.

- JANET RUMPE %
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—— o We Have Not Known Thee '—j

We have not known Thee as we ought,

Nor learned Thy wisdom, grace, and power,
The things of earth have filled our thought,
And trifles of the passing hour.

Lord, give us light Thy truth to see,

And make us wise in knowing Thee.

We have not feared Thee as we ought,

Nor bowed beneath Thine aweful eye,

Nor guarded deed, and word, and thought,
Rememb'ring that our God was nigh.
Lord, give us faith to know Thee near,
And grant the grace of holy fear.

We have not loved Thee as we ought,
Nor cared that we are loved by Thee,
Thy presence we have coldly sought,
And feebly longed Thy face to see.
Lord, give a pure and loving heart
To feel and own the love Thou art.

We have not served Thee as we ought,
Alas, the duties left undone,

The work with littile fervor wrought,
The battles lost or scarcely won!

Lord, give the zeal, and give the might,
For Thee to toil, for Thee to fight.

When shall we know Thee as we ought,
And fear, and love, and serve aright?
When shall we, out of trial brought,

Be perfect in the land of light?

Lord, may we day by day prepare

To see Thy face, and serve Thee there.

- T.B. Polliock e /
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HEAR THE YOICE OF TRUTH
ON RADIO SRILANKA

TELUGU : Sunday, Monday, Wednesday & Thursday,
2:00 p.m. - 2.15 p.m.

: Every Saturday 6:30 a.m. on Teja Channel.
Every Tuesday at 6:30 a.m. on MAA Channel.
Every Thursday at 7:00 a.m. on Vissa Channel.
Speaker: Joshua Gootam & Ricky Gootam.
P.O. Box. 80, Kakinada-533 001.

: Sunday 6:45 p.m. 7.00 p.m. and
Thursday, 6:45 p.m. 7.00 p.m.

Speaker: Sunny David, : :
P0. Box 3815. New Delhi - 110049.

: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday 5:30 p.m. to 5:45 p.m.
Speaker: PR. Swamy.
P.0. Box 8405, Bangalore - 560084.

MALAYALAM : Friday, 3.45 p.m. - 4.00 p.m.
Speaker: PK. Varghese, P0. Box 5540,
Thrivandrum - 695043 (Kerala).

Please write to these addresses for Bible correspondence courses,

Magazines, and other Christian literature in your language.

All of these Programmes are sponsored by
Churches of Christ




