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A Worp . ..

Parents often make the mistake of thinking that the work they are
doing with their "minors" is also minor, that nothing counts much until the
children are all grown up; but it is a rock-hard fact that they are becoming
what we are talking, training, and living before them now, while they are
still moldable material: Parents are in the process of rearing aduits,
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EDITORIAL

WE
FoLLow CHRIST

J.C. Choate
Editor-in-Chief

Today's religious world is more
confused than ever. There are not only all kinds of religions,
churches, and cults, but added to this is fanatism, liberalism, and
materialism. To many who consider only the surface, it seems
impossible to sift through the doctrines and to determine which
is true and which is false. No wonder so many give up and become

unbelievers.

Most overlook the fact that we can by pass all of this confusion
by going directly to the Bible to learn the real and genuine truth
of God. Why listen to man, and blindly read his writings, when we
can hear the Lord Himself speak through his word?

In the Scriptures God has revealed His will for one and all. It
is a pattern, a set of blue prints, instructing us in all things
pertaining to life and godliness. The Bible is so simple and to the
point that any person can understand and follow its teachings, if

he is only seeking to do God's will.
1



Those who go to that
inspired Book will learn the
beautiful truths of creation and
how God has dealt with man
through history. The story
continues with the virgin birth
of Christ who lived among men,
died on the cross for the sins of
the world, and arose from the
grave as aresurrected Lord. The
careful reader will learn of the
gospel of Christ, the good news
of salvation, the church that
Jesus built, the kind of worship
the Lord wants, the life the
Christian must live, and the
reward of eternal life in heaven

for those who are faithful.

Why wade through all the
faiths, rubbish, false teachings,
philosophies, and propaganda
of yesterday and today when it
is possible to bypass that in
favor of God's word, the truth,
and the one and only way that

leads to heaven?

But don't all religions claim

to be "truth"? Perhaps they
would make that claim, but their
teachings are not supported by
God's word. There is only ONE
book of God, ONE truth, ONE
Lord, ONE faith, ONE church,
ONE gospel, ONE name, ONE
worship, and ONE way. These
did not originate with me, or
you, or any man. It is the one
and only divine way, given by
God for all to follow. Whether
we travel that way will depend

on who we decide to follow.

As Christians we accept
Christ without reseration as the
Son of God, the resurrected
Lord, as our Lord and Master,
our Saviour who reigns in
heaven as King of kings and
Lord of lords, having all power
and authority in heaven and
earth. Because we accept Him
as such, we believe in Him, in
His words and His promises. We
believe that one day He will

return to receive us unto

,2\



Himself so that where He is we
will be and will abide with Him

forever.

Christians choose not to
reverence any man or school,
or to succumb to any
movement, but to follow Christ
only. We are pledged not to
accept any book but the Bible,
not to be a member of any
church but the one which
belongs to the Lord, not to wear
any name but the name of
Christ, not to bow in worship to
anyone else or anything else but
the Lord, and not to live any life

but the faithful Christian life.

How can anyone improve
on that choice? What would be

better or more rewarding?

But is this idealism
possible? Certainly it is. The
Christian life, as taught in the
New Testament, is simply and
to the point. Why? Because the

Lord wants us to be saved, not

with

and

burdened down
misunderstanding
confusion, wondering what His.

will really is.

This is our plea to all
people around the world. By
accepting and following the
Lord only, we will be united
since the Lord Himself prayed,
"that they all may be one, as
You, Father, are in Me and | in
You; that they also may be one
in Us, that the world may
believe that You sent Me.

"And the glory which You
gave Me | have given them,
that they may be one just as
We are one:

"I in them and You in Me;
that they may be made perfect
in one, and that the world may
know that You have sent Me,
and have loved them as You
have Iloved Me" (John
17:21-23).



ASSOCIATE EDITORIAL

Truth Has No
Ooice of Jts Own

Byron Nichols
Managing Editor

There is great value in truth.
Surely truth is one of the greatest
commmodities in the world. Truth is so very important that Jesus
identified Himself as the personification of it. The Lord said in
John 14:6, "I am the way, and the Truth, and the life : no one
cometh unto the Father, but by me." Solomon's wisdom led him
to recognize the vlue of truth. He admonished, "Buy the truth,
and sell it not..." (Proverbs 23:23). In spite of its remarkable value,
truth becomes of no effect if it is not made known. Truth cannot
speak for itself, it cannot speak in its own behalf, it cannot tell
what it wants said, it cannot make itself known - it is dependent
upon us to do these things for it.

"And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you
free" (John 8G32). Notice that Jesus here said that freedom results
from truth. Freedom is exceedingly important to every person in
the whole world, thus truth is of the greatest importance.

The church has been charged with the resposibility of revealing
the truth to others. Jesus commissioned us to preach the Gospel




(the Truth) to the whole
creation, making disciples and
baptizing people in all nations
(Matthew 28:18-20; Mark
16:15,16). Jesus implored the
Father in behalf of His disciples,
"Sanctify them in the truth: thy
word is truth: (John 17:17). If
people are to be sanctified by the
truth, God's Word, they must
become aware of the truth. The
truth must be given a voice, and
Christians are that voice.

In Ephesians 1:13 Paul calls
that word of truth "the gospel
of your salvation." Without
having heard the word of truth
those Ephesian Christians would
not have had an opportunity for
salvation. Christians are
Christians because they have
learned and obeyed the truth.
Those who are not Christians are
not Christians because they
either have not had the truth
made known to them, or they
have rejected the truth.

David declared that he had
not selfishly hidden God's truth,
but he had made that truth

known (Psalm 40:7-10). Can we,
as God's children today, do any
thing less than that? Dare we
allow God's truth to lie silently
hidden in our chuch buildings,
or even in our hearts, while the
world plunges headlong into
eternity without a saving
knowledge of that truth? We
must become truth's voice.

There is a growing number
of people who believe that there
is no such thing as truth that is
absolute and unchanging. It is
bewildering to think that such
could possibly be the case, but
there are even folks within the
church who have yielded to this
It
astounding to think that anyone
who says he believes in God and

erroneous thinking. is

believes the Bible could also
believe that truth changes, that
we really cannot know
anything. The reason that this
is so astounding is the fact that
the Bible uses the word "know"
and its related word forms
literally hundreds of times. If

truth is not absolute, if we
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cannot really know anything,
surely we must totally reject the
Bible, because it continually
affirms that we can know many
things, and that truth is absolute
and unchanging.

Christians must stand for
truth. We must be the voice of
truth. We must be willing to live
up to our commitment to stand
with Jesus. Remember, He said
that we are either for Him or
against Him (Matthew 12:30).
Someone has said, "He who
stands for nothing will fall for
anything." Surely that statement
has some validity. It is our
responsibility to stand with and
for Jesus and truth.

While it is true that every
Christian is required to stand for
and speak up for truth, this is
especially so in the case of those
who serve as elders in the
church. God's people are facing
greater struggles today than ever
before in the entire lifetime of
nearly all in the church. Please
understand very clearly - the
situation is not hopeless.

However, the welfare of the
church depends largely upon
those who are the elders,
bishops, pastors, overseers.
God's inspired Word has
charged each of these men with
the responsibility of "holding
fast the faithful word as he has
been taught, that he may be
able, by sound doctrine, both to
exhort and to convict those who
contradict” (Titus 1:9). Elders,
please lead us by your example
in standing for truth and against
error. Please lead us in being the
voice of truth. Please also lead
us in doing these things "in
love" (Ephesians 4:15).

As great as truth is, it
cannot speak for itself. Truth can
save, but only if it is proclaimed
by people. As God's children, we
possess the truth of God.
However, we can diminish the
power of the truth by not sharing
it and declaring it. What a
tragedy it will be if we do not
become the voice of truth so that
souls for whom Christ died can
be saved!
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It was my Brother who died,
My dearest
Sweetest
Most precious Brother,
And today =~
Those of us who love Him
Are having a remembrance,
A memorial
For Him,
He is worthy
Of being honored,
And I sing in happiness
Looking forward
To the time of tribute,
Someofus
Are doubly blessed today
Ours is the privilege
Of special service
In this remembrance.
My part?
The sweetest one of all
They have allowed me
_me-
To prepare the Supper of His body,
And | have made the bread
With loving hands, .
And into vessels sparkling clean
I've poured the wine, _
‘The emblem of His blood.
I ‘
-
Could do this special service
For my Brother
So the world will not forget
He lived and died
And lives again
For me... :
For all of us!

- (Betty (Burton Cﬁodtc
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(In Defence of Jesus)
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- Hans J. Dederscheck
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(What is God like?)

- Willard Collins
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A lesson from the Spider

[ looked outside my \Y/iqdow
panc
And saw suspended tb@rc
A spider spinning Ius own
web |
Securely in midkair |

I thought that in this Jife we,
too,

Are spinning when we speak

With words of christian
kindness, |

Concern for those we seck.

The cares of lifc enfangle us
In webs we often 8pin
With every good intention
To overcome our @m

Why con't we Spl n with
confidence

As-spiders do in/space,

And build our tqu%t in Jesus

Christ |
for His amazmg gface°?

éhlr‘l White
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(What God gives a Boy or Girl)
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Amazing Goace

God's grace -

His undeserved favor,
reaches out

when we Learn

Choist Loves us,

and that He died

for us.

This grace makes

us consclousd

that we are great
Alnners-

not only because

04 thansgressions
committed,

but because we fall
shont of God's
standards

fon ourn Lives.

We are amazed,

never ceasing to marvel
as we experience
God's undeserved Love,
mexcy and grace

as He gorgives

o shorntceomings

and supplies

all oun needs

- Brunice C. Cole, Jn.
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{Just Good Morals do not make one a Christian)
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. Delicate, fragile Treasures

=B ave you seen them?
/@ Those fragile,
minutely designed, .
exquisitely colored, e,
flowers LT ome are so tiny,
God created? S-a ¥/'so thin of fabric,
$7ap SO easy to be broken
If  had made such fragility
I Would have built around them
thick glass cases,
Protecting them day and night
From nature's harsh
and careless touch.

ut God had different thoughts:
He planted treasures
- Delicate, fragile treasures -
In the desert's heat
and barrenness,
In the tundra's cold
and wasted wilds,
In the jungle's wet
and monstrous growth,

'nd everywhere
| God's jewels
survive
and thrive,
and seem doubly,
triply,
precious
because they live
where fragile gems should never grow,
And in those wild and barren soils
They speak of God.

- Betty Burton Choate
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When the story is told and it’s over,
When there's nothing more to be said
But a whispered unfolding of memories,
Recalling the life of the dead,

When the voice that we loved has grown silent,
When the smile that we cherished is still,
When the heart that aroused us (o action

No longer responds to the will,

When our own hearts are hurting and broken,
The pain like the edge of a knife,

Oh let us recall, with the anguish,

That the dead in the Sord wake to life!

_He has gone - yes - (o be
with the Sather
Through the veil that now shadows
the way -
Dear God, pierce our darkness
of sorrow
With the light of eternity’s day!
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HEA;E TH/ V /@Eﬁ OF TRUTH
ON RADIO SRILANKA
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TELUGU : Sunday, Monday, Wednesday & Thursday,
2:00 p.m. - 2.15 p.m.

T.V. : Every Saturday 6:30 a.m. on Teja Channel.
Every Tuesday at 6:30 a.m. on MAA Channel. §
i Every Thursday at 7:00 a.m. on Vissa Channel. §
Speakers: Joshua Gootam & Ricky Gootam.
P.0. Box. 80, Kakinada-533 001.

HINDI : Sunday 6:45 p.m. 7.00 p.m. and
Thursday, 6:45 p.m. 7.00 p.m.

Speaker: Sunny David,
PO. Box 3815. New Delhi - 110049.

: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and -
Friday 5:30 p.m. to 5:45 p.m.
Speaker: PR. Swamy.
P.0. Box 8405, Bangalore - 560084.

MALAYALAM : Friday, 3.45 p.m. - 4.00 p.m.
‘ Speaker: PK. Varghese, P0O. Box 5540,
Thrivandrum - 695043 (Kerala).

Please write to these addresses for Bible correspondence courses,

Magazines, and other Christian literature in your language.

All of these Programmes are sponsored by
Churches of Christ




