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. WISE AS A SERPENT AND HARMLESS AS A DOVE

Text : “Behold, | send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves : be ye therefore wise
s serpents, and harmless as doves". Matthew 10:16.

introduction :

1. While Christ was in his earthly ministry he had chosen 12 men to be his disciples to
carry out his purpose of spreading the good news among ihe people of the world.

2. Christ akso gives them the power io heal the sick, raise the dead., cast cut demons

_ while they were on the first imited comrmission (Matt. 10.5ff).

3. When he has given them the imited commission of what they are supposed to
do. Christ is teling them what to expect when they preach the gospel and prociaim
the word of God. '

4. This limited commission has its divine purpose for Christ. He was training His disciples
for the great commission.

A. He limits them to go fo lost sheep of tsrael (matt. 10:6).

B. In Mct. 28G 1820, He feis them 1o go into afl the world 21d presch The gospel
ond teaching them 1o observe all things. He hos commonded them 10 GO.

C. The great commission also includes training others to do the job of preaching and
teaching.

Discussion : .

. Christ is the shepherd the disciples are His sheep :

A. As a shepherd Christ was with them as they are preaching the gospel.

1. Christ knows that it is a dangerous world out there,

2. 1am the good shepherd : the good shepherd giveth his ke for the sheep (John 10:11).

3. The Psalmist said, “The Lord is my shepherd and | shall not want" {Psa. 23:1).

8. As His sheep the disciples are to hear His voice. )

1.~ “My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they folow me” {John 10:27).

a. We ought to obey God rather than men {Acts 5:29).

2. "Yes, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 1 will fear no ewil :
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.” (Psa. 23:4).
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ll. Why the wolves 7

A.

Chiist wos using the imagery of wolves to describe the murderous nature of the
people in the world. ’
Wolves are known to hunt for their prey in packs.

1. A typical numbers of wolves in a wolf pack according to research posted by

Q w -

California woif center are between 2 to 36.

Imagine these 36 wolves saw 12 sheep coming fowards the sheep.

Operating in a pack means there are more wolves locking for prey. .
Paul wamed the Ephesian brethren that, “For | know this, that after my deparfing
shall grievous wolves enter in among you. not sparing the flock” {Acts 20:29).
Nevertheless they did enter info the flock that Paul so tirelessly worked fo get fo
gether, we read of such Judiazers in many episties that Paul worte.

Those who sfudy the wolves say that “the wolves stay out of sight until they are
ready to attock”.

Jesus warned of such people, “Beware of false prophets, which come fo you in
sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.” (Matt. 7:16).

. why the serpent ?
_ There are about 36 references in the Bible about serpent only one gives a posifive

adjective to describe the serpent.

It is described as sublil (Gen. 3:1; 2Cor. 11:3), crooked serpent (Job 26:3)
The Psalmist notes thot it is poisonous (Psa. 58:4). and fiery {isa 14:29)
The writer of Ecclesiastes says,"Surely the serpent will bite without enchantment.”
(Eccl. 10:11}.
Chyist said, "be ye therefore wise as serpentse” .

Please be mindful that Christ was not contradicting the scriptures nor teliing us to
be as crooked and poisonous as described in other parts of the scriptures.

The Greek word Christ used was (Phronimos) it means “to be discreet (implying a
coufious character)”.

+ Cirist wos using the simily of a snake S aescribe its defensive techniques of rather

than attacking nature of o snake.

The early Chrisfions were scattered when they were persecuted (Acts 8:4). And
only Apostie stayed in lerusalem.

Nevertheless in both the cases the word of God was spread.

Some use comouflage to escape from their attackers.

Paul used this technique to escape from those that were looking to hurt him.
Paul gave such warning when he was cornered and was fo be scourged, "And as
they bound him with thongs, Paul said unio the centurion that stood by, Is it tawful
for you 1o scourge @ man that is a Roman, and uncondemned?” (Acts 22:25ft).
Persecution awails us, *all who five godly in Christ Jesus shal suffer persecution.” {2 Tim 3;12).

. Why the dove ?
. inmany cultures the dove is generally thought to be a symbol of peace, innocence,

gentleness, and offecfion
The doves adapt well fo life behind walls.
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Some people build habitats for doves and they are not caged yet the doves come

back each evening.

They are not harmful.

Christ preached the message of peace.

“The word which God sent unto the Children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ" (Acts 10:3).

Christ was using the similie to demonsirate that His disciple are to be pure without evil intentions.

Application to our lives as preachers,

Remember that we are His sheep.

We are entrusted the greatest of commissions (Matt. 28:18-20).

Itis a vicious world out there that wants to devours the Christians every day.

We need to have worldly wisdom in order to defeat the devii and spread the gospel.

We need to be Watchful of the things that are happening around us.

It can come a time that we Christians may need to flee from a certain areq.

It may also be a time when Christians may need to take a stand.

We ought fo be pure and harmless fo take the gospel to the lost and dying world. .

We ought to have a godly character as well.. '

In the words of James, “But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable,

gentile, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and

without hypocrisy”. (Jas. 3:17). '
-Ronnie Gootam
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