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THE FOUR GOSPELS

Many readers of the New Testament wonder why it

‘contains four different Gospels (accounts) of the one

authentic gospel (the good news of salvation in Jesus
Christ). Perhaps the main reason is that any one of these
Gospels alone would not do justice to Jesus’ life and
miniStry. Each Gospel writer wrote about Jesus to a
different audience for a different purpose to give a unique

_perspective on His life. Together, the four Gospels give

us a complete picture of who Jesus was and what He
accomplished during His Ministry. Different symbols for
the Gospels are often used to communicate the distinetives
of each account. A line, symbolizing Matthew, represents
strength and royal authority bull, representing Mark,
portrays service and power; the figure of a man, for Luek,
stands for wisdom and character; and an eagle, John’s
symbol, represents deity. The following capsule
summaries of the Gospels should help you understand the

distinctives of each.

MATTHEW

-Written to a Jewish audiences to show that Jesus
was the promised Messiah of Old Testment prophecy; key



expression is “that it might be fulfilled”; quotes more &_q
from the Old Testment than any other Gospel.

-Uses alternating sections of didactic and narrative mate-
rial to emphasize Jesus as Teacher.

-A major theme is the kingdom of heaven or the kingdom
of God-God’s rule in the world and human hearts.

-Other dominant themes are the church (16:18:18:19),the

second Coming of Jesus (ch.25), and the ethical teach-
ings of Jesus (chs.5-7).

to be continued
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