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Making the Right Choices during Difficult Times

Title: Making the Right Choices during Difficult Times.
Text: “When she saw that she was steadfastly minded to go with her, then she left
speaking unto her.” (Rut.1:18).
Thesis: To study the hard choices made by the people in the book of Ruth.
Introduction:
1. The book of Ruth is full of people making choices.
2. This sermon we shall see:
a. People that made the right choices.
i. Naomi.
ii. Ruth.
jii. Boaz.
b. People that made the hard choices.
i.Orpah.
ii.Man next of the kinsmen of Naomi.
¢. Lessons to learn from these people.
d. Practical application to Christian age.

Discussion:

1. People that made the right choices.

A. Naomi.
1. She lost her husband and her two sons while in a foreign land. (Rut.1:1-5).
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>. She had to choose between staying in Moab or return to Bethlehem. (Rut.1:6).
3. She had no means to take care of her daughters in law. (Rut.1:11).

4. She was old and had no more sons to give to her daughters in law. (Rut.1:12).
5. She had to let her daughters in law who were her only help to go back to their
respective people. (Rut.1:13).

6. She returned to Bethichem to be with the people of the Lord. (Rut.1:22).

B. Ruth. .

1. She lost her husband at a young a2 and without children. (Rut.1:5) 2
2. When Orpah left to be with her people, Ruth stayed with Naomi. (Rut. 1:15).

3. There was no promise of brighter future for Naomi or Ruth.

4. She returned to Bethlehem with Naomi. (Rut.1:22).

5. She went to do hard work labor in the fields. (Rut.2:2).

6. She set out to earn wages and food to take care of herself and Naomi. (Rut.2:2).
C.Boaz.

1. Ruth asked him totake her as his wife, as he was the nearest kinsman. (Rut.3:9).
2. He took upon himself to do the right thing for her. (Rut.3:10-12).

3. But he was mindful to safe guard the honor of Ruth. (Rut.3:14-16).

4. He was restless until he did theright thingunto her. (Rut.3:18).

5. He went and spoke with the next of the kinsman in front of the elders to redeem for
Ruth. (Rut.4:4-5). .

6. When that man refused to redeem, Boaz went and paid the price to take Ruth to be
his wife. (Rut. 4: 11).

I1. People that made wrong choices.

A. Orpah.

1. She lost her husband at young age and had no children. (Rut. 1:5).

2. Her mother in law insisted that she return to her homeland. (Rut.1:9).

3. She wept on that decision of her mother in law. (Rut.1:9).

4. She did not want to return to her homeland. (Rut.1:10).

5. Naomi insisted that she return back to her people. (Rut.1: 11 - 13).

6. She kissed Naomi and returned to her people. (Rut.1:14 - 15).

7. She returned to worship other gods. (Rut.1:15).

8. It is a sin to worship other gods. (Ex0.20:2-3).

B. Man next of the kinsmen of Naomi.

1. It was his right to purchase the land from Naomi. (Rut.4:4).

2. It was his responsibility to take Ruth as his wife and bear children. (Rut.4:5).

3. He did not want to lose inheritance bearing children to Ruth. (Rut.4:6).
‘4. He did not have strong conviction to do the right thing according to the law.
III. Lessons to learn from these narratives.

A. Naomi feared the Lord. (Rut.1:6).

B. Ruth continued to have faith in God of Naomi even in tough times. (Rut.}:16 -
17).

C. Boaz strived to do what is right in the sight of the Lord. (Rut.4: 1-1 0).

D. The Lord blessed them for their faith and gave Ruth children. (Rut.4:13).

E. The same genealogy came forth David and Jesus. (Rut.4:22).

F. Orpah sinned by worshipping other gods.

G. The man next of kin of Naomi did not inherit any of the blessings of the Lord.



IV. Practical applications to Christian age.

A. Many people in the modern church quit the Lord during hard times.
B. We must continue to have faith in Lord and do what is right in His
sight.

C. Jesus calls us to put our burdens on Him. (Mat.11:28).

D. He promised to give us rest. (Mat.11:28).

Conclusion:

1. Naomi lost her husband and her two sons.

2. She was willing to send her daughters in law back to their respective
people.

3. When Orpah returned Ruth had faith in the Lord and returned with
Naomi to Bethlechem

4. The Lord blessed Ruth for her faith and gave her a husband and

J children. (Rut.4:13).

5 o] 5. Likewise during hard times we are not to quit the Lord and his church.

6. We need to be steadfast in our faith and cast our burdens of Him.
(Mat.11:28).
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