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INTRODUCTIOM

"Marricgé is honorable in all, and the bed undefiled” (Héb. 13:4). When
someone reads the Bible it will be very clear that a union between one man and
one woman (which is God's definition of mariage) is honorable and has 1o be
kept pure by both man and the woman. Goed created man and saw that, “it is
not good that the man should be alone; | will make him and an help meet for
him" {Gen.2:18). Paul says that, “For the manis not of the woman; but the woman
of the man” (1Co.11:9}. It is hence very important to study the Biblical role of
husbands in the home.

The word "husband” is contraction composed of the word house and
band; s, the band around the house. The husband is the band of love, security
and profection around the home. In the Old Testament, God is spoken of as
husband to Israel (Jer. 31:32; Hosea 2:16; 19:20; Isa 54:5.61. in the New testament,
Christ is portrayed as the groom {John 3:29; 2Cor 11:2; Eph. 5:22,23). Accordingly
we can deduct that the relationship sustained by husband is a holy and sacred
one (Winkler, 80).

A HUSBAND IS A LEADER

- A leader is the one who leads. This is true for husband as well. God has
defined it that way for husband. “For the husband is the head of the wife..."” (Eph.
5:23). In order that a home be in accordance to what God has desired it o be
the hdtband has to know that.
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We have biblical examples of men that lead their wives and family. Noah
was able to lead his-family into building the ark and saving them during the floods.
Likewise we read of Abraham. He led his wife Sarah till the time of her.passing.
Similarly Paul writing fo Timothy has menfioned that an elder in the Lord’s church
has to rule his home first. “One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in
subjection with all gravity™ (ITi. 3:4).

Renich gives three objectives for husbands to be effective leaders in
theirhomes : “{1} To know each member of your family, beginning with your wife.

"(2) The encourage the development and use of the gifts God has given each
member of your family. 93) To pace yourself as leader to the capacity of those
you lead'f (85).

A HUSBAND IS A PROVIDER

God has laid the responsibility of providing for the wife and children
unto the husband. Paul writes to Timothy saying, "But it any provide not for his
' own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is
worse than an infidel” (11i. 5:8). '

, it was God constituted the marrioge and it was God who gave
responsibility o the husband to provide for his wife. God told Moses that, "Whena
man hath taken a new wife, he shall not go out to war, neither shall not go out to
war, neither shall he be charged with any business : but he shall be free at home
one year, and shatll cheer up his wife which he hath taken” (Deut. 24:5), Thompson
says, “He was granted g year's leave of absence to be with his wife, o ensure her
happiness and to commence a family" (268).

A HUSBAND IS A PROTECTOR

When weread the bible we come across the account of David's wives.
being taken away as captive by the Amalakites. "And David's two wives were
taken captives. Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the wife of Nabal thé
Carmetite” (1Sam 30:5). David could have chosen to given up on them but the
scriptures says, “And David enquired at the LORD, saying, Shall | pursue after this
troop? Shall | overtake them 2 AndHe answered him, Pursue : for tﬁéu shalt surely
overtake them, and without fail recover all.” {1Sam 30:8). It is clear from the
scriptures that the Lord wishes that the husband be the protector of his wife and

- children.

When the walls of Jerusalem were being rebuilt, Nehemian said to the
people, “Be not ye afraid of them : remember the Lord, which is great and tenible,
and fight for your brethren, your sons and your daughters, and your wives, and
your homes™ (Neh. 4:4)... Aman should be willing to die protecting his wife. It he



not to love his wife as Christ loved the church? And did not Christ die for the church?2
(Eph. 5:25).
CONCLUSION

In this study we have briefly studied three important biblical roles of husband
:ahusbandis a leader, a husband is a provider and a husband is a protector. We
sall conclude this study from a quote from Bumns.

Ten Commandements for hunsbands are 91) Remember that thy wife is thy

= | partner and not thy property. (2) Do not expect thy wife to be wife and wage carner

at the same time. (3) Think not that thy business is none of thy wife's business. (4)
il Thou shalt hold thy wife's love by the same means that thous won it. {5) Thou shalt
| make the building of thy home thy first business. (6) Thou shalt co-operate with thy B
} wife in establishing family discipline. (7) Thou shalt enter into the house with
| cheerfulness. (8) Thou shalt not let anyone criticize thy wife to thy face and get away
{ with it; neither thy father, nor thy mother, nor thy brethren, nor thy sisters, nor thy |

children. (9) Thou shalt be in subjection to Christ in all things so thy wife may find Joy, i

in being subjection to you. (10) Thou shalt keep thy marriage vows with all diligence |
as asacred covenant between thee, thy wife and God (79).
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