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TREASURE IN EARTHEN VESSELS

2 Corinthians 4:7

INTRODUCTION :

1) Some people believe that the Holy Spirit directs one apart from the
. word of God. 2) But if so, why doesn’t the Spirit so direct every one?
3)Since God wants all to be saved (2 Peter 3:9), why doesn’t he come to
each one? 4) Simply because the Lord doesn’t operate in this manner. 5)
If Christ were here today he wouldn’t be able to tell us the plan of salvation.
6) If an angel were present he couldn’t tell us what to do to be saved.

7)The Bible teaches that the gospel has been left in earthern vessels.

DISCUSSION :
I. God sent His'Son. - fheats AN aney 3

1) Christ took the likeness of man upon himself that he might wbrk with
men. 2) Chose certain men to carry on his work on his departure.

II. Chirst placed the Gospel in Earthen Vessels.

1) Sent the apostles forth to preach the gospel. (Mark 16:15, 16; Matt.
28:19, 20). 2) The church was established and spread through the world.
(Acts 2). ‘ :

I11. An Earthern Vessel was necessary for Conversion.

1) A person was never saved by himself. 2) A preacher was always
present. (Rom. 10). 3) He had to teach the word. (2 Tim. 4:2). 4) He had
to hear the confession. (Matt. 10:32). 5) He had to do the baptizing.
(Acts 8). '

I'V. Three example of where a Divine being wasn’t enough.
Eunch : a) The angel-of the Lord appeared to Philip to direct him to the
Eunuch’s chariot. b) Why didn’t the angel go? ¢) An earthen vessel was
necessary.

Saul : a) The Lord appeared to him. (Acts : 9). b) Saul wanted to know
what he should do. ¢) Christ told him to go into the city and it would be



told him. d) He went and Ananias came and told him. e) Why didn’t
Christ tell him? f) This was the work of an earthen vessel.

Cornelius : a) The angel asked Cornelius to send for Peter. (Acts. 10).
b) then Peter was told in a vision to go. ¢) He went and preached and
Cornelius and his household obeyed the Lord.

V. The Gospel today is in Earthen Vessels.

1) The work of the church is that of preaching the gospel. 2) We have
been commanded as individual Christians to carry forth the message of
salvation. 3) If we wait for the Lord to do it, or an angle to do it, then
we'll not be saved. 4) Some are deceived into thinking the Lord has
saved them in some miraculous way, but he has not.

Conclusion :

1) This is the way God has chosen to delcare his will to man.

2) It pleases God by the foolisheness of preaching to save them that
believe. (1 Cor. 1).
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