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*“I WILL NOT BE NEGLIGENT"

“I will not be negligent to put you always in
remembrance of these things. though ye know them, and
| established in the present truth. | think it meet, aslong as
1 am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in
remembrance” (2 Peter 1:12,13). '

These are the words of the aged apostle Peter to all
those who have obtained like precious faith. Because of
the importance of the things he had just enjoined, he said
he would not be negligent to call them to their
remembrance. He was speaking primarily of his duty as

- pan inspired teacher of God's word. What a iremendous

responsibility this ist And we should never grow weary in
doing it. But let us note some other ways in which we
should not be negligent.
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Every Child Will Follow Someone

Earlene Rose

Every child will follow someone,
We never know just whose
Life will be his pattern;
Whose examples he will use.

A son may mimic father,
Try to copy how he walks;
Listen to his father's stories;
Use his language when he talks.

A daughter may use mother
To set her standards by,
And things she sees her mother do
Are things she wants to try.

Whether relative or neighbor,
A pattern you may be.
Every child will follow someone,
And it might be you or me.
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1.

Of our relationship to the Lord and His church. We
should not be negligent in our attendance. Faithful
attendance is a pre-requisite to spiritual growth and
the first sign of spiritual decline is negligence in
attendance. We should not be negligent to give as |

. we have prospered (1 Corinthians 16:2) and to work

to build up the church numerically and spiritually.
This can be done partly by shining as lights (Matthew
5:16; Philippians 2:15). We should not be negligent fo
pray for the church. Those who neglect their
relationship to the Lord and His church neglect the
“great salvation” and there is no escape from
punishment for those who do (Hebrews 2:3).

Of the spiritual needs of our families. Parents are
responsible for the spiritual fraining of their chiidren
(Ephesians 6:4). Neglect in doing this while the
children are young will surely surface in later life. Very
few parents neglect the secular education of their
children, but neglect their spiritual training. Timothy
was taught the Holy Scriptures from childhood (2
Timothy 3:13,14; 1:15). Many children are a grief of
mind to parents in their old age because they
neglected the spiritual training of their children while
they were young. A major part of this training is to set
the proper example. May God help parents to realize
that children are "a heritage of the Lord” (Psalm
127:3), and not neglect their spiritual training.




. Ofthe physical needs of our families. He who does
is worse than an infidel and has denied the faith
(1 Timothy 5:8). This would include supplying the
needs of our parents in their old age (1 Timothy
5:4). What Bible student can forget our Lord’s
commission fo the apostle John from the cross in
behalf of His mother (John 19:26,27).

Of the things we have dtfempted to say in the
foregoing, this is the sum: | will not be negligent of
the great salvation, because if | am, there is no
escape from punishment (Hebrews 2:3)
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