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I N T R O D U C T I O N

How do you say what needs to be said so that those
who hear it or read it can understand it? How do you
t a k e a s e t o f b a s i c t r u t h s a n d m a k e t h e m s o u n d i n t e r e s t ¬

ing and challenging? Surely there is no better way than
to use aques t i on and answer f o rma t . Th i s i s wha t I
have done in this series of sermons. Anumber of major
subjects have been chosen, questions have been asked
concerning them, and then scriptural answers have been
given. It is my prayer that many of your own personal
questions have been answered within the framework of
these s tud ies .

As usual, these lessons were prepared originally for
our radio broadcasts from Colombo, Sri Lanka. By pro¬
ducing them in this form, we hope that it will be possible
t o r e a c h e v e n m o r e s o u l s f o r C h r i s t .

Keep in mind that Bible questions can truly be
answered only from the Bible. Please settle for nothing
less. Remember that the Bible is the truth, and the truth
never contradicts itself. Neither will it deceive aperson
or cause one to be lost. Amisunderstanding of it will
do those things, but the truth itself will not. We urge
you to study it, to believe it and obey it so that you may
be saved .

J . C . C h o a t e

C h u r c h o f C h r i s t .

N e w D e l h i

March 4, 1987
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L e s s o n 1

G O D

Thank you, and igreet you with this period of Bible
Study in the name of Jesus Christ.

For our lesson at this time we are going to attempt to
answer some of your questions about God. We will go
to the Bible to do this and we hope that you will think
seriously about the things that will be said. If you have
additional questions, please send them to us and we’ll get
to them as soon as w e c a n .

First, Who is God? What is his nature? Where did
he come from? Christ tells us that he is aSpirit. He says,
God is aSpirit: and they that worship him must worship

him in spirit and in truth.” (John 4:24). That means that
he is not like man with aphysical body or one who has
aphysical image. John wrote, “No man hath seen God
at any time. If we love one another, God dwelletli in us,
and his love is perfected in us.” (1 John 4:12). As to
God himself, w'e read that he was in the beginning, that
is, when all things were created,
the creation, but he

He was not apart of
was the one that created all things.

We read in Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning God created
the heaven and the earth.” He is therefore without
beginning or ending. He has always been and will always
be. He is eternal. He is deity. He is all-powerful, all-
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knowing, all-seeing, and all-hearing. The Psalmist David
declared, “Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place in all

Before the mountains were brought forth.generations.
thou hadst formed the earth and the world, eveno r e v e r

from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.” (Psalms
90:1,2). He continues, by saying, “For this God is our
God for ever and ever: he will be our guide even unto

(Psalms 48:14).
Second, Is there more than one God? Tha Scriptures

tell us again and again that he is but one, that he alone
exists. Paul says that there is “. ..One God and Father
of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.”
(Ephesians 4:6). When God gave the ten commandments
to Moses, he said, “1 am the Lord thy God, which have
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house
of bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods before me.
Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any
likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in
the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth:
Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them:
for Ithe Lord thy God am ajealous God ...” Exodus
20:2-5). Hundreds of years later when Paul was at
Athens, he said, “. ..Ye men of Athens, Iperceive that
in all things ye are too superstitious. For as Ipassed by,
and beheld your devotions, Ifound an altar with this
inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom there¬
fore ye ignorantly worship, him declare Iunto you. God
that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he

Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made
with hands; Neither is worshipped with men’s hands,

though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life,
and breath, and all things; And hath made of one blood
all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth.

d e a t h . ’

I S

a s
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and hath determined the times before appointed, and
the bounds of their habitation; That they should seek the
Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him,
though he be not far from every one of us: For in him
we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also
of your own poets have said. For we are also his ofifspring.
Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought
not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver,
or stone, graven by art and man’s device,” (Acts 17:22-
29). Yes, there are many gods and godesses, man-made
gods and godesses, in this world. They come in all forms
and sizes. They are made out of wood, stone, and other
m a t e r i a l s . Some men claim to be god. Many worship
nature, animals, or the moon and stars. But they are
all without life or will die in time. They cannot respond
to man’s needs. They do not have the ability to
one. We are therefore not to worship them,
but one true and living God, and he is the one that made
u s a l l .

s a v e

There is

He lives, blesses, and can save. Only in him do
we have hope.

Third, How do we know that God exists? There are
two ways. First, we may know by the things we see all
around us, the creation itself, the world and all things
therein, even ourselves. Speaking of those who had
rejected God, and had begun to worship the creature
more than the creator, Paul said, “For the invisible
things of him from the creation of the world are clearly
seen, being understood by the things that are made, even
his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without
excuse.” (Romans 1:20). Second, God has spoken to
through his word as revealed in the Bible. The Hebrew
writer said, “God, who at sundry times and in divers
manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the

u s
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prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his
Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom
also he made the worlds.” (Hebrews 1:1, 2). Then Paul
said, ‘‘And to you who are troubled rest with us, when
the Lord shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty
angels. In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that
know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ; Who shall be punished with everlasting
destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the
glory of his power,
notice that the Lord is coming back one day to punish
two types of people, and those would be the ones who do
not know God and those who have not obeyed the gospel.
All should know that God exists because of the creation
itself. Then if one comes to believe in God, he needs to
seek to know God’s will, and he may do this by going to
God’s word, the Bible, to learn of the gospel, or the good
news of Jesus Christ, and how one can be saved by obey¬
ing that gospel. If one learns of that gospel, and fails
to obey it, then the Lord will come to punish him. If he
believes in God, learns of the gospel, and obeys that
gospel, then the Lord has promised to save him in this
world and to give him the hope of eternal life. (Mark
16:15, 16).

Fourth, What are some other facts about God? For
one thing, he is said to be the cssenoc of love. John
wrote, “He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God
is love”. (1 John 4:1). On another occasion, John
recorded these words: “For God so loved the world, that
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For
God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the
world; but that the world through him might be saved.”

(2 Thessalonians 1:7-9). Please
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(John 3:16, 17). Now while God loves man, and has
shown his love for man, what type of love does the Lord
expect us to have for him? Jesus said, “Thou shalt love
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind.” (Matthew 22:37). But what
will one do if he loves God? Christ, his Son, said, ‘‘If ye
love me, keep my commandments,” (John 14:15).

We would conclude then by saying that God lives
today, that there is but one God, that we should believe
in him, obey him, and serve him, so that we may be saved
in this world and in the world to come. The Hebrew
writer says, “But without faith it is impossible to please
him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is,
and that he is arewarder of them that diligently seek
h i m .> > (Hebrews 11:6). As with love, if we believe in
him, then we will obey him. That means then that we
will repent of our sins, confess our faith in Christ as
being his son, and then we will be baptized, immersed
in water, that we might have the remission of our sins,
and be added to his church. (Acts 17:30; Romans 10:10;
Acts 2:38, 47).

Thank you for listening and please let us hear from
you. Ihope to be with you again at the regular time.
Until then, Ibid you goodbye.
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L e s s o n 2

C H R I S T

Thank you, and in the name of Christ Iwelcome you
to another period of Bible Study.

During these times together we are answering various
questions from the Bible. Our questions just now will
have to do with Christ. Let me remind you that if you
have questions about Christ or other Bible subjects, please
send them to us so that we can answer them on some
f u t u r e b r o a d c a s t .

First, What relationship does Christ have with God?
Was Christ created by God? How could he be God’s
Son? To begin with, the Scriptures tell us that Christ was
with God in the beginning, that he participated in the
creation. We read, “In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth”. (Genesis 1:1). We are told that
the Hebrew word for God includes not only God the
Father, but also God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.
These three are also mentioned in Matthew 28:19, 20 and
Ephesians 4:4-6, as well as in other passages. They are
also referred to as being the Godhead. (Acts 17:29;
Romans 1:20; Colossians 2:9). But does that mean that
we are talking about three distinct Gods? Not at all.
There are three persons in the Godhead, but still they
a r e o n e .

But getting back to the creation, when man was
1 4



created, God said, . .Let us make man in our image,
after our likeness .. (Genesis 1:26). Please notice that
God said, “Let us.” Who was there with God? As already
pointed out, that was Christ and the Holy Spirit.
Concerning Christ, we read, “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. The same was in the beginning with God. All
things were made by him; and without him was not any
thing made that was made.” (John 1:1-3). Paul wrote of
him, “Who is the image of the invisible God, the first¬
born of every creature: For by him were all things created,
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and
invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or
principalities, or powers: all things were created by him,
and for him: And he is before all things, and by him all
things consist.” (Colossians 1:15-17). This truth is also
affirmed in Hebrews 1:1,2.

No, Christ was not created by God. Had he been
created then he would be no more than any other man,
and being aman, he would have been unable to die for
the sins of the world, since he would have also been in
need of asaviour. But in what way was he God’s Son?
Certainly God did not have ahuman-like relationship
with seme female goddess with the result that Christ was
born from that union. Rather, Christ was there with
God, vas on apar with God, was equal with God and the
Holy Spirit, and was therefore deity. Paul explained what
happmed like this: ‘‘Let this mind be in you, which was
also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God,
thoight it not robbery to be equal with God: But made
hinself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of
aservant, and was made in the l ikeness of men: And
being found in fashion as aman, he humbled himself.
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and became obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and
given him aname which is above every name: That at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven,
and things in earth; And that every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
(Philippians 2:5-11). From this scripture, and other
passages of scripture, we see that Christ was there with
God, but when man sinned and needed asaviour then
it was Christ who humbled himself and was willing to
come into this world of sin by being born of woman in
likeness of man, to live among men, to be tempted as
man was tempted, and finally to offer himself as a
sacrifice upon the cross for the sins of the world. In the
story of the birth of Jesus, when Mary questioned how it
would be possible for her to gbe birth to Jesus since she
had not been with man, the record says, “And the angel
answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come
upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow
thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born
of thee shall be called the Son of God.” (Luke 1:35).
Therefore to be born as he was, then he was spok«n of as
being the Son of God.

Second, But give some background on the coning of
Christ. After man had sinned and the consequences of
his sin was revealed, God also spoke to the serpent, or
the devil, and said, “And 1will put enmity betweer. thee
and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it
shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”
(Genesis 3:15). Bible scholars admit that this was the
first reference to the fact that Christ would eventufily
enter the world. On doing so, Satan would be able';o
bruise the heel of Christ, which means that he would le

» »
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able to hinder him some, but that Christ would be able
to bruise Satan’s head or that he would be able to give
Satan afatal blow. The prophets had much to say about
the coming of Christ. As amatter of fact, they foretold
of his birth, where he would be born, of his work,
and of his death, burial, and resurrection, as well as
many other things. Read Isaiah 53, if you have a
B i b l e .

Isaiah 7.T4 records the prophecy of how Christ
would be born of avirgin. It says, “Therefore the Lord
himself shall give you asign; Behold, avirgin shall
c o n c e i v e , a n d b e a r a s o n , a n d s h a l l c a l l h i s n a m e

This was fulfilled when the Virgin Mary,> >I m m a n u e l ,

according to Matthew 1:20, 21 and Luke 1and 2,
miraculously gave birth to Christ in the city of Bethlehem.
He had no earthly father since he was conceived in Mary
of the Holy Ghost. This was another proof that Christ
was more than just another man, he was the Son of
G o d .

Third, Why did Christ have to die on the cross? Paul
tells us that we are all sinners (Romans 3:23) and “. ..
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans
5:8). In other words, man could not save himself, and
therefore he needed asaviour. Christ being without sin
(Hebrews 4:15) was able to shed his blood that we might
have forgiveness of our sins. (1 Corinthians 15:3). Paul
said, “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Romans
6:23). Peter wrote, “For even hereunto were ye called:
because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example,
that ye should follow his steps: Who did no sin, neither
was guile found in his mouth: Who, when he was reviled,
reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not;
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but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously:
Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the
tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto
righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. For ye
were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto
the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.” (1 Peter 2:21-25).
John tells us, “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the
light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood
o f J e s u s C h r i s t h i s S o n c l e a n s e t h u s f r o m a l s i n .

(1 John 1:7).
Fourth, But how could the death of one man make it

possible for anyone to be saved? Because Christ was
more than an ordinary man. He was the Son of God,
he was without sin, and on dying on the cross, he was
buried, and then he was resurrected from the grave to
return to the Father in heaven to sit down at the right
hand of God to be King of kings and Lord of lords
and to be man’s sav iour. (1 Cor in th ians 15:1-4;
Acts 2).

Fifth, What then must man do to be saved? He must
believe that Christ is the Son of God. Christ said, “I
said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins:
for if ye believe not that Iam he, ye shall die in your
sins.” (John 8:24). Next, he must repent of his sins or
turn away from those things that are bad and wrong.
Christ says that we must repent or perish. (Luke 13:3).
Then we are told that he must publicly confess that
Christ is the Son of God. Christ himself said, “Whoso¬
ever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I
confess before my Father which is in heaven.” (Matthew
10:32). And finally, he must be baptized. Christ said.
He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he

that believeth not shall be damned.” (Mark 16:16). Now

» >
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when one does that then the Lord saves him and adds
him to his church. (Acts 2:47).

Do you believe in Christ? Will you obey him? Ipray
that you will. If we can help you, please let us know.

But that is all the time Ihave. Until next time, Ibid
you goodbye.
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Lesson 3

T H E H O LY S P I R I T

Thank you, and Icome to you again in the name of
C h r i s t .

It is great to be back with another period of Bible
Study. As you know, we are dealing with various Bible
questions on these programmes and if you have some
questions that you would like to have answered, please
send them to us and we’ll get to them

For our study at this time we are going to be consi¬
dering some questions that have to do with the Holy
Spirit. Many people are confused about the
Spirit and his work and we hope we can clear up
of these misunderstandings as we go to the Bible to
learn about this person.

First, In what sense should we think of the Holy
Spirit? Certainly we should not think of the Spirit
it or something. Neither should we classify him
type of ghost or mysterious figure. It is true that the
King James Version of the Bible, for example, refers
him as being the Holy Ghost, and out of this grows the
idea that he is some spooky spirit, but other versions
refer to him as the Spirit, and because he is on apar with
God and Christ, because he is deity, then he is spoken of
as being the Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 4:30; 1Timothy
4:8). 111 hasten to say that we’ll be referring to him as

a s s o o n a s w e c a n .

Holy
s o m e

a s a n

a s s o m e

t o
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being both the Holy Spirit and the Holy Ghost, since he
is known by both names, and inasmuch as we will be
quoting from the King James Version which generally
speaks of him as being the Holy Ghost. Final ly,
remember that the Holy Spirit is aperson, often referred
to as being the third person in the Godhead. Christ
said, “Go ye therefore, and teach ye all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever Ihave commanded you: and, lo, Iam with
you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.
(Matthew 28:19, 20). We also read in Ephesians 4:4-6
that there is one God, one Lord, or Christ, and one
Spirit, which is the Holy Spirit. Being associated with
God the Father, and Christ the Son, then they are
spoken of in the scriptures as the Godhead as recorded
in Acts 17:29; Romans 1:20; and Colossians 2:9,

Second, How does the Holy Spirit work in relation to
God the Father and Christ the Son? To get the overall
picture of God and Christ working together, we must
go all the way back to the beginning of creation, and
even then, God, Christ and the Holy Spirit existed before
that, since all three are eternal in thier very nature. But
the Holy Spirit ,joined them in the creation in the begin¬
ning (Genesis 1:1) and Genesis 1:2 says that “the Spirit
of God moved upon the face of the waters.” The
Psalmist (David stated, “Whither shall Igo from thy
Spirit? or whither shall Iflee from thy presence?
(Psalms 139:7). The Holy Spirit was to be sent upon
God’s people in the last days. Joel declared, “And it
shall come to pass afterward, that Iwill pour out my
spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters
shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your

J *
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young men shall see visions: And also upon the servants
and upon the handmaids in those days will Ipour out
my spirit.” (Joel 2:28, 29). This was fulhlled in Acts 2
when the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the Apostles
and all who obeyed God received the gift of the Holy
Spirit.

Third, What role did the Holy Spirit play when
Christ was born into this world? For that we’ll go to
the Scriptures. The record says, “Now the birth of
Jesus Ch r i s t was on t h i s w i se : When as h i s mo the r
Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together,
she was found with child of the Holy Ghost. Then
Joseph her husband, being ajust man, and not willing to
make her apublick example, was minded to put her
away privily. But while he thought on these things,
behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a
dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to
take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived
in her is of the Holy Ghost.” (Matthew 1:18-20). Luke
gives this account: “And the angel said unto her. Fear
not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And,
behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring
forth ason, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be
great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the
Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father
David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for
ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. Then
said Mary unto the angel. How shall this be, since I
know not aman? And the angel answered and said
unto her. The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the
power of the Highest shall over-shadow thee: therefore
also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be
called the Son of God.” (Luke 1:30-35). And so it came

2 2



t o pass .
Fourth, after the birth of Christ, in what way did the

Holy Spirit operate? First, we read of him in connection
with the baptism of Christ. “Then cometh Jesus from
Galilee to Jordan unto John to be baptized of him. But
John forbad him, saying, Ihave need to be baptized of
thee, and comest thou to me? And Jesus answering said
into him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us
to fulfill all righteousness. Then he suffered him. And
Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of
the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him,
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like adove, and
lighting upon him: And lo avoice from heaven, saying.
This is my beloved Son, in whom Iam well pleased.”
( M a t t h e w s : 1 3 - 1 6 ) .

Fifth, To whom did Christ promise the baptism of the
Holy Spirit? Christ promised to baptize with the Holy
Spirit (Matthew 3:11), and on another occasion he said.
Verily Isay unto you, That there be some of them that

stand here, which shall not taste of death, til! they have
seen the kingdom of God come with power.” (Mark
9:1). The power here was having reference to the Holy
Spirit. In John 15:26, 27, Christ promised the Apostles,
‘‘But when the Comforter is come, whom Iwill send
unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of Truth, which
proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: And
ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been
with me from the beginning.” Jesus said the Comforter
or the Holy Spirit would come on them after his
departure, that is, after his death, burial, and resurrec¬
tion, and his return to the Father in Heaven. (John
16:7-13).

Sixth, When did the power of the Holy Spirit come

t i
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upon the Apostles? Just before the Lord returned to
the Father in Heaven, he said to the Apostles, “And,
behold, Isend the promise of my Father upon you: but
tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued
with power from on high.” (Luke 24:49). Again, he
said, “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto
me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria,
and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” (Acts 1:8).
Then when we turn to Acts 2, and in fulfillment of
the prophecy of Joel, we have the Holy Spirit being
poured out on the Apostles there in Jerusalem, which
means that they were immersed in the Spirit, With his
coming upon them then he was to call to their minds all
that Christ had taught them, guide them into all truth,
enable them to speak in other languages and to perform
miracles to convince the people that they had been sent
of God and that they were preaching the truth.

Seventh, Did any others receive the baptism of the
Holy Spirit? No, since the baptism of the Holy Spirit
was promised only to the Apostles. That would also
mean that there are none today who have the baptism of
the Holy Spirit. The Apostles did lay their hands on
selected ones that they might have the miraculous power
of the Holy Spirit (Acts 6and 8), but they could not in
turn give it to others, and again that means that there
are none today who can do miraculous things, speak in
tongues, etc.

Eighth, Is it possible to receive the Holy Spirit today?
Yes, all who obey the gospel, that is, all who believe in
the Lord, repent of their sins, confess Christ as the Son
of God, and are baptized for the remission of their sins,
receives the gift of the Holy Spirit. Peter and the
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Apostles told those on the day of Pentecost who had
become believers in Christ, “Repent, and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost.” (Acts 2:38). This gift of the Holy Spirit
of course carried with.it no miraculous power.

Ninth, How does the Holy Spirit work today? He
guided select ones in both Old Testament times and
New Testament times to write down God’s word, and
therefore the Spirit speaks and works today through the
word. And as already stated, all who obey the Lord
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, but Irepeat, that does
not mean that he gives us any miraculous power.
Miraculous power existed only before the Scriptures
were given in written form. Now that we have God’s
word we do not need any miracles to confirm the word
or for the Holy Spirit to miraculously lead us to God.
The Holy Spirit does all of that through the written
word. If we will not believe and obey God on the
basis of what the scriptures teach then the Holy Spirit
cannot help us because in rejecting the written word we
would be rejecting the Holy Spirit.

My prayer is that you will receive the word of the
Spirit, obey God, that you might be saved and that you
might be amember of the Lord’s family, his church.
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Lesson 4

T H E B I B L E

Thank you, and Igreet in you the name of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God.

Welcome to this broadcast where we will spend the
next few minutes in astudy of God’s word.

We will continue our Question and Answer type study
by dealing with anumber of questions that have to do
with the Bible itself.

First, What does the word Bible mean? It is from the
Greek word, Biblos, which means. The Book. Actually,
it is abook of books. The Bible consists of atotal of 66
books, 39 of which make up the Old Testament section
and 27 are to be found in the New Testament portion.

Second, Could you explain the significance of the
Old Testament and the New Testament and their
differences, if there be any? The word testament means
covenant, agreement, or will. God gave atestament or
will to his people in the long ago. Eventually, he gave
anew tes tament o r w i l l . Tha t made the fi rs t one o ld .
That is why we speak of the Old Testament and the New
Tes tamen t . A l l o f i t i s t he word o f God bu t t he O ld
Testament is no longer binding since the Lord gave anew
will for his people. To illustrate: the government may
make alaw, and as long as that law is binding then the
citizens of the country must obey it. But suppose the
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government decides to abolish that law and replace it
with anew and better law. Then that means that we
no longer bound to keep the first law, but rather, we must
obey the new law. It is just that simple when it comes to
the old and new testaments. The Hebrew w-riter explai '
it like this: “.

a r e

i n s

..Behold, the days come, saith the Lord,
when Iwill make anew covenant with the house of Israel
and with the house of Judah: Not according to the
covenant that Imade with their fathers in the day when
Itook them by the hand to lead them out of the land of
Egypt; because they continued not in my covenant, and I
regarded them not, saith the Lord. F o r t h i s i s t h e
covenant that Iwill make with the house of Israel after
those da\s, saith the Lord; Iwill put my laws into their
mind, and write them in their hearts: and Iwill be
them aGod, and they shall be to me apeople: And they
shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man
his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know
me, from the least to the greatest,
to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniqui-
ties will Iremember no more. In that he saith. Anew
covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which
dccayeth and waxcth old is ready to vanish
(Hebrews 8:8-13).

Third, When did the New Testament become binding?
The Hebrew writer continues, by saying,
cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by
means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions
that were under the first testament, they which are called
might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. 7,.
where atestament is, there must also of necessity be the
death of the testator.

t o

For 1will be merciful

a w a y .

A n d f o r t h i s

F o r

For atestament is of force after
are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all whilem e n
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the testator liveth.” (Hebrews 9:15-17). Again, he says,,
“Then said he, Lo, Icome to do thy will, OGod. He
taketh away the first, that he may establish the second.
By the which will we are sanctified through the offering
of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
10:9, 10). All of this means then that when Christ died
upon the cross, he took away the old law or testament
and he brought into force the New Testament. We are
therefore under the New Testament law and that means
that we must obey that law to please God.

Fourth, Who wrote the Bible? Was it done by one
person or many? It is interesting to note that over 4
people participated in the writing of the Scriptures. They
wrote over aperiod of hundreds of years, came from
many different backgrounds, and lived in several countries.

How could even

(Hebrews

Yet, they harmoniously wrote one story,
two persons today write astory that would agree?

Fifth, Does that mean that the Bible was written by
u s e dhuman beings? It is true that human beings were

to pen it, but they were inspired of God to do it. In ot er
words, they were guided by the Holy Spirit to write te
things that they did. We read concerning the promise
the Holy Spirit to the Apostles, “Howbeit when he the
Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth,
for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he sha
hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things
to come.” (John 16:13). Peter wrote, “Knowing this
first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private
interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time
by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost.” (2 Peter 1:20, 21).
Then Paul said, “All scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for

o f

2 8



correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man
of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good
works.” (2 Timothy 3:16, 17).

Sixth, Does this mean then that what we read in the
Bible is God’s word for man today? That is true. The
Hebrew writer said, ‘‘God, who at sundry times and in
divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by
the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by
his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by
■whom also he made the worlds.” (Hebrews 1:1, 2). He
continues, by saying, ‘‘Therefore we ought to give the
more earnest heed to the things which we have heard,
lest at any time we should let them slip. For if the word
spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression
and disobedience received ajust recompence of reward;
How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation;
which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and
was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; God also
bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and
with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, accord¬
ing to his own will?” (Hebrews 2:1-4). But what does all
of this mean? It means that God has always spoken to
man. In the beginning God spoke directly to man. Later
he spoke to man through the prophets. And finally, he
speaks to man through his Son, Jesus Christ, as written
down in the pages of the New Testament of the Bible.
That word was confirmed by signs and miracles. The
word then is powerful. We read, ‘‘For the word of God
is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and
spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is adiscerner
of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” (Hebrews 4:12).
Concerning Christ, it is said, ‘‘And many other signs
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truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are
not written in this book: But these are written, that ye
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God;
and that believing ye might have life through his name.
(John 20:30, 31).

Seventh, What can the Scriptures do for us that the
word of man cannnot do? In the first place, there is a
vast differene in what God says and in what man says.
Christ said, “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is
truth.” (John 17:17). Again, he said, “And ye shall
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
(John 8:32).

Eighth, But how can the word of God make us free?
If we will hear it, believe it, and obey it, then it can save
us. Paul says, "So then faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God.” (Romans 10:17). James
says that we must be doers of the word. (James 1:22).
Christ clearly said, “Blessed are they that do his
commandments, that they may have the right to the tree
of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.
(Revelation 22:14).

Ninth, What are the commandments of God? Christ
said to his Apostles, Go ye into all the world, and preach
the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall
be damned.” (Mark 16:15, 16). Then when we turn to
the book of Acts, we have one case after another of
where the gospel was preached, or the good news of the
death, burial and resurrection, and those who heard it,
believed in God and Christ, his Son, repented of their
sins, confessed Christ as being the Son of God, and were
baptized, buried in water, for the remission of their sins.
(Acts 2:38; Acts 8). Now those that did that were saved

» )
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(Acts 2:47>. Notand were added to the Lord’s church,
only so, but those who will do that today will also be
s a v e d .

Tenth, But what else does the Bible teach? It tells us
about the Lord’s church, worship, how to live the
Christian life, heaven, hell, eternity, and everything that
man needs to know to be saved in this world and in the
world to come. (2 Peter 1:3).

Eleventh, How long will the Bible last? Christ said
that his word would stand forever. (Matthew 24:35). He
also reminds us that we will one day be judged by it.
(John 12:48),

Do you believe in God? Do you believe that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God? Do you believe his word?
Will you obey the Lord that you might bs saved? Ipray
that you will.

But until next time, Ibid you goodbye.
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Lesson 5

S I N

Thank you, and greetings to you in the name of
C h r i s t .

We are happy to be with you for the purpose of
studying the Bible. If you have aBible or New Testament,
please get it out and read with us the Scriptures that we’ll
be using.

For our lesson at this time we will be asking and
answering some questions about sin.

First, What is sin? This is agood question and
naturally if we are going to deal with the subject of sin
then we need to knovr what it is. We don’t hear all that

much about it any more, but for those who are familiar
■with it then they think of it as being that which is bad,
wrong, evil, wicked, ungodly, and being that which is the
opposite of what is good and right. John defines sin as
follows: “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also
the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.” (1 John
3:4). Sin is also defined to be that of missing the mark.
In other words, God’s law is there but when one does
not live up to it or when one breaks it, he misses the
m a r k o r s i n s .

Second, How does sin relate to the Devil or Satan?
Again, John says, “He that committed sin is of the devil;
for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose
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the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy
the works of the devil.” (1 John 3:8). Then he added,
All unrighteousness is sin.” (1 John 5:17). Paul even

s a y s t h a t “ . . . w h a t s o e v e r i s n o t o f f a i t h i s s i n .
(Romans 14:23). Then James declares, “Therefore to
him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him
it is sin.” (James 4:17).

Third, Who is guilty of sin? Infants or babies are not
sinners, even though there are many religious people who
say they are. As amatter of fact, most of the religious
w o r l d b e l i e v e s t h a t b a b i e s a r e b o r n i n t o t h i s w o r l d w i t h

sin. They teach that these babies inherited the sin of
Adam. Of course the Bible does not teach this since each
one will be responsible for his own sin. The man of God
in the long ago declared that “the soul that sinneth, it
shall die.” (Ezekiel 18:4). Christ taught that when it
comes to children, that of such is the kingdom of heaven.
(Matthew 18:1-3). But if infants and children are not
sinners, then who is guilty of sin? All accountable beings,
those who have reached the age where they know right
from wrong, then they have become sinners. Of this class
of people, Paul said, “For all have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23). Christ says
that those who sin are the servants of sin. We read,
“Verily, verily, Isay unto you. Whosoever committeth
sin is the servant of sin.” (John 8:34). Paul declared,
“For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from
righteousness.” (Romans 6:20). All of this means then
that when one disobeys God or does those things that
arc bad and wrong then he becomes asinner, that is, as he
lives in sin then he is aservant of sin, and that as such
he is considered to be an enemy of God, one who is
separated from God.

< <
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Fourth, What are some of the specific sins listed ia
the Scriptures? Paul refers to some of them as being the
works of the flesh. He says, “Now the works of the flesh
are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, and
uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred,
variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,
envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like:
of the which Itell you before, as Ihave also told you in
time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit
the kingdom of God.” (Galatians 5:12-21). On another
occasion, Paul referred to those who sin, or those who
break the law of God, as being the unrighteous. Of them,
he said, “Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not
inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate,
nor abusers of themselves with mankind. Nor thieves,
nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extor-
tinoners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.” (1 Corin¬
thians 6:9, 10). Strange as it may sound, but there are
those in our time who glory in these and many other sins.
Terrorists, murderers, and killers call in to take credit
for their wicked acts. Homosexuals have gone public
with their practices and even make demands for them¬
selves. Many of the movie stars of the day tell of their
love affairs, of living outside of marriage, and of even
having children. Abortion is upheld as being good and
right. Dr inking strong dr ink, drugs, gambl ing, and
bribery are widespread. These things are passed off as
normal practices, but my friends, the Bible says that all
of these things, and hundreds and thousands of others,
are bad and wrong. They are sinful, they are not good
and should be rejected. Just because man may accept
them, that does not make them right.
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Fifth, What are the consequences of sin? Those who
break God’s law will have to pay aheavy price. For
example, those who are immoral may contact adisease
that will finally kill them. What about Aids, for example?
Paul says,
6:23). Even those who escape the consequences of sin in
this world will have to face God at the judgment. There
they will not be able to escape. When we turn to Romans
1, we read of agroup of people who had become so
wicked and corrupt that even God gave up on them.
This is alengthy statment, but we need to hear it. Paul
writes, “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who
hold the truth in unrighteousness; Because that which
may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath
shewed it unto them. For the invisible things of him
from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are made, even his eternal
power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:
Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him
not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in
their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.
Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools. And
changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an
image made like to corruptible man, and birds, and
fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. Wherefore God
also gave them up to uhcleanness through the lusts of
their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between
themselves: Who changed the truth of God into alie,
and worshipped and served the creature more than the
Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. For this cause
God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their
women did change the natural use into that which is

fi For the wages of sin is death ...” (Romans
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against nature: And likewise also the men, leaving the
natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward
another; men with men working that which is unseemly,
and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error
which was meet. And even as they did dot like to retain
God in their knowledge, God gave them over to arepro¬
bate mind, to do those things which are not convenient;
Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wicked¬
ness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder,
debate, deceit, malignity; whispers, backbiters, haters of
God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things,
disobedient to parents. Without understanding covenant-
breakers, without natural affection, implacable,
unmerciful: Who knowing the judgment of God, that they
which commit such things are worthy of death, not only
do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.
(Romans 1:18-32). Now isn’t that something? May the
Lord help us to turn our backs upon all such things. But
that’s just talking about the works of the flesh. What
about all of the religious sins that are committed, follow¬
ing men, teaching things that are contrary to God's will,
and so on? These sins will also destroy. (Matthew 7:21-23;
Romans 16:17, 18; 2John 9).

Sixth, What has God done to make it possible for
one to be saved from sin? First, God seeing that man was
in sin, lost, and without hope, then he sent his Son into
this world to die upon the cross that man might be saved.
(John 3:16, 17). We are told that Christ shed his blood
that man might have the remission of his sins. (Matthew
26:28). Second, even though God has provided salvation
for man through the grace and mercy of giving his Son
to die on the cross, that does not mean that he can be
saved from his sins. In other words, for man to be saved
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then he must believe in God, and believe that Christ is
the Son of God. (Hebrews H;6; John 14:1). He must
repent of his sins. (Luke 13:3). He must confess Christ
as being the Son of God. (Matthew 10:32). And finally,
he must be baptized, buried in water, for the remission
of his sins. (Acts 2:38). Now when asinji-r does this
then the Lord forgives him, saves him, and makes him a
member of his family, the church. (Acts 2-47). If be *"!1
then remain faithful to the Lord, walking in the light as he
is in the light, then the blood of Jesus Christ will continue
to cleanse him of his sin. (1 John 1:7). Finally, being
faithful unto death, heaven will be his eternal home.
(Revelation 2:l0).

Doesn’t this sound better than living ip sin, suffering
the consequences of sin, to die the death of asinner, and
finally to be cast into eternal torment? If you don’t want
that to happen to you, then turn to the Lord while you
m a y .

Thank you for listening, and goodbye till next time.
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Lesson 6

A U T H O R I T Y

Thank you, and Ibring you greetings in the name of
C h r i s t .

It is areal pleasure to be back with this period of
Bible Study.

We’ll continue with our series of lessons that have to
do with Bible Questions and Answers.

Our subject for this study will have to do with the
authority of Christ or authority in religion.

First, What is authority? The power or right to act, to
speak, and to direct; to reign, to have dominion, to rule.
It means strength.

Second, Who has such power in religion? Christ is
said to have that power or authority. We read, “And
Jesus came and spake unto them, saying. All power is
given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore,
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever Ihave commanded
you: and, lo, Iam with you alway, even unto the end of
the world. Amen.’’ (Matthew 28:18-20). It was said
of the people of Jesus day, “And they were astonished at
his doctrine: for he taught them as one that had authority,
and not as the scribes.” (Mark 1:22). It was said of
Jesus, “Never man spake like this man.” (John 7:46).
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Peter said concerning Christ, “Who is gone into heaven
and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities
and powers being made subject unto him.
3:22).

(1 Peter

Continuing, Paul says, in speaking of Christ,
whom we have redemption through his blood, even the
forgiveness of sins: Who is the image of the invisible
God, the firstborn of

I n

every creature: For by him were
all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or
dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were
created by him, and for him: And he is before all things,
and by him all things consist. And he is the head of the
body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from
the dead; that in all things he might have the preemi¬
nence.” (Colossians 1:14-18). To the Philippian Christians,
Paul said, “Let this mind be in you, which was also in
Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it
not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of
no reputation, and took upon him the form of aservant,
and was made in the likeness of men: And being found
in fashion as aman, he humbled himself, and became
obedient unto death.
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given
him aname which is above every name: That at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven,
and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father.” (Philippians 2:5-11).

Now, let’s see what we have here.
God to declare his will. He came speaking as one having
authority, and he even stated that he had all
heaven and earth.

even the death of the cross.

Chr is t came f rom

p o w e r i n

Christ died that man might be saved
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and returned to the Father in heaven to sit down at the
right hand of God with angels, authorities, and powers
being made subject unto him. By him were all things
made that were made, and therefore he is over all, and
being made head of the body, the church,
been exalted above every name, that at his name every
knee should bow in heaven and in earth and that every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.

Third, What else is said about Christ having power or
authority? It was something that was
the prophets. After Peter and the Apostles had prea;ched
the gospel to the people in Jerusalem, the record goes
to say, “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your
sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall
come from the presence of the Lord; And he shall send
Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you: Whom
the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of
all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all
his holy prophets since the world began. For Moses truly
said unto the fathers, Aprophet shall the Lord your God
raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him
shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shaR say unto

.And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which
will not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from among
the people. Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel and
those that follow after, as many as have spoken, have
likewise foretold of these days. Ye are the children of
the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with
our fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall
all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. Unto you first
God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless
you, in turning away every one of you from his iniquities.”
(Acts 3:19-26). Please note that God would raise up a

His name has

f o r e t o l d b ye v e n

o n

y o u
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prophet like unto Moses and that all
things that he would have to say. And he continued by
saying that those who refused to hear him would be
estroyed, that is, they could not be saved in this world

or the world to

shou ld hear the

c o m e .

Fourth, How does the Lord convey his word to us?
We read in Matthew 17:5 that God said concerning his
bon, “This is my beloved Son, in whom Iam well
peased, hear ye him.” The Hebrew writer says that God
as spoken to man in times past in different ways, but

in these last days he speaks to us through his Son.
(Hebrews J;l, 2). Therefore, whatever the Lord has said
ten we must believe it and obey it. We read concerning
him, Though he were aSon, yet learned he obedience
by the things which he suffered; And being made perfect,
he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them
that obey him.” (Hebrews 5:8, 9). Christ therefore says
that we are not to add to his word
(Revelation 22:18, 19).

Fifth, How
of Christ? We

or to subtract from it.

are we to show respect for the authority
are to believe in him. (John 14:1). If we

refuse to believe in him then we will be lost. (John 8:24).
Then we must repent of our sins. Why must we repent?Because Christ said that we should, and he has asked us
to turn away from those things that will hurt us or destroy

said that we should repent or perish. (Luke
13:3). Peter said that the Lord would have all men
everywhere to come to repentance. (2 Peter 3:9). Next,
Christ would have us to confess him before men. He said'
Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men him

will Iconfess also before my Father which is in heaven.
But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will Ialso
deny before my Father which is in heaven.” (Matthew
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to be baptized. He10:32, 33). Finally, he has asked
said, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved;
but he that believeth not shall be damned.” (Mark

u s

16:16).
Sixth, Now why should we obey those commands.

Because Christ is man’s Saviour and he has said that we
should do those things to be saved.

Seventh, What if we refuse to obey the Lord? Then he
will not save us, but at the same time he has the power to
reject us. Christ says, “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth
not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that
Ihave spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.
(John 12:48).

Eighth, What will the Lord do if we obey his leaching?
He will save us and add us to his church. (Acts 2:38;
Acts 2*47)*

Ninth, But what about Moses and the Law? Remember
that it was said that aprophet like unto Moses would be
raised up and that all would hear him and those that
would not hear him would be destroyed? (Acts 3:22, 23).

not under the law of Moies, but under the lawW e a r e

of Christ. (James 1:25).
Tenth What about religious leaders of our day who

speak with the authority of their churches or religions?
prophets and teachers and they stand

God and those who listen to them and
N o t

They are false
condemned before

them will also be lost. Christ himself said,
Lord, Lord, shall enter

f o l l o w
t h a t s a i t h u n t o m ee v e r y o n e

into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the
of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say lo me
in that day. Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy

;have cast out devils? and in thy
wonderful works? And then will I

v i l l

name? and in thy name
n a m e d o n e m a n y
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profess unto them, Inever knew you: depart from me, yo
that work iniquity.” (Matthew 7:21-23). Christ warned
that many false prophets or teachers would arise.
(Matthew 24:11). John pleads, “Beloved, believe not every
spirit, but try the spirits (preachers or teachers) whether
they are of God: because many false prophets are gone
out into the world.” (1 John 4:1).

Eleventh, So who has all authority? Christ and Christ
alone. Therefore, we must submit ourselves to him and
comply fully with his will if we are to be saved. If we
refuse to do so, and we can do that if we so desire, then
we will be lost.

It is my prayer that you will accept Christ as your
Lord and Saviour. If we can be of further help to you
with these matters, please let us know.

Thank you for listening and goodbye till next time.
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Lesson 7

T H E G O S P E L

Thank you, and Icome to your again in the name of
C h r i s t .

How are you? Ipray that all goes well for you and
that you have afew minutes that you can devote to a
study of God’s word. We are attempting to answer

questions from the Bible, and Imight add that if
you have questions or comments to make about this
programme that we would welcome your card or letter.

For this time, we are going to be asking and answering
some questions about the gospel of Christ.

First, What does the word gospel mean? Speaking of
the importance of taking the gospel to alost world, Paul
says, “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on him
in whom they have not believed? and how shall they
believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how
shall they hear without apreacher? And how shall
they preach, except they be sent? as it is written. How
beautiful are the feet of them thet preach the gospel of
peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!” (Romans
10:13-1.-5).

Second, But what is the basis for that good news?
Again, we will let Paul answer that question. In speaking
to the Corinthians, he said, “Moreover, brethren, I

s o m e
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declare unto
which a lso
which a lso

you the gospel which Ipreached unto you,
ye have received, and wherein ye stand; By
ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I

preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.
For Idelivered unto you first of all that which Ialso
received, how that Christ died for our sins according to
the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose
again the third day according to the scriptures.
Corinthians 15:1-4). Please notice that he said that he
had preached the gospel to them, that they had received
it, and through their obedience to it that they were
saved, that is, unless they had believed in vain or had
impure motives.

(1

But notice further that he said that he
or preached to them how that Christ had

died for their sins, had been buried, and had arisen
from the grave. So the gospel, that is, the death, burial,
and resurrection of Christ, is good news. The good
news is that Christ made it possible for us to be saved,

returns,
and to have an eternal home in heaven.

Third, Now, how does
life so that it

had de l ivered

one apply the gospel to his
save him. Referring back to Paul’s

statement, he said that he had preached the gospel
them, that they had received it, and that they
saved by it. But what all is involved in receiving the
gospel and being saved by it? Turn with me to Mark
16:15, 16, and we’ll allow Christ himself to
t o u s .

c a n

t o

h a d b e e n

e x p l a i n t h a t
He said to the Apostles just before he returned

to the Father in heaven: “Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth
shall be damned.

n o t
9 9

(Mark 16:15, 16). According
Christ himself, he said that the gospel was to be

t o
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death, burial, and resurrection,preached, that is, his
and that those who heard the gospel would be expected
to meet certain conditions in order to be saved by it.

Fourth, What do you mean by conditions? Conditions
would be terms, requirements, commands, or specific
things that one would be expected to do.

Fifth, But doesn’t the Bible teach that we are saved by
grace? According to Ephesians 2:8, 9and Titus 3.5 we

told that we are saved by the grace and mercy of God
I t i s

a r e

and not by the works of our own righteousness,
ourselves, that we cannot dot rue tha t we canno t save

enough good works to be saved, but regardess of what
we do, how many commands that we obey, still if we are
saved it will be by the grace and mercy of God. Just
because one complies with afew conditions that does not
mean that one is earning his salvation. One cannot expect
to be saved by the grace of God, however, if he refuses

complay with the Lord’s will concerning salvation.
Sixth, What then would be some of the conditions or

terms of pardon? As we read in Mark 16:15, 16, it would
not only be necessary to hear the gospel, but one would
also have to believe the gospel, and to believe the gospel

would have to believe in the death, burial,

t o

means that one
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and he would haVe to
believe in God because it was God who sent Christ into
this world to die on the cross that man might be saved.
Paul declared, “So then faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God.” (Romans 10:17). In Mark
16:16 Christ said that one must believe. Paul stated in
Romans 10:10 that with aheart one believes unto righte¬
ousness. The Hebrew writer said, “But without faith it
is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God
must believe that he is, and that he is arewarder of them
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that diligently seek him.” (Hebrews 11:6), Then Christ
added, “Ye believe in God, believe also in me.” (John
14.T). Again, he said, “I said therefore unto you, that ye
shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that Iam he
ye shall die in your sins.” (John 8:24).

Seventh, Are there other conditions of the Lord or of
the gospel that one must comply with to be saved? Yes,
there are. Another would be repentance. But what is
repentance? It is that of turning away from one’s sins
that which is bad and wrong in one’s life. How can one
expect the Lord to save him if he is going on to do those
things that condemned him in the first place? In other
words, if one has been lying then he quits lying and
begins to tell the truth. If he has been stealing then he
quits taking those things that do not belong to him and
he begins to work to make his own living. That is
repentance. Christ said that one must repent or perish.
(Luke 13:3). Paul said that God commands all men
everywhere to repent. (Acts 17:30). Peter stated the
same in 2Peter 3:9. After the Apostles had preached
the gospel to the people on the day of Pentecost in the
city of Jerusalem, and after alarge number of them had
become believers, they then asked what else they should
do. The record says, “Then Peter said unto them, Repent,
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the
gift of the Holy Ghost.” (Acts 2:38).

Eighth, What condition follows repentance? As we
read through the Scriptures, and especially the cases of
conversion in the books of Acts, then we see that those
who obeyed the Lord confessed their faith in Christ as
the Son of God. After Philip had preached Christ to the
man from Ethiopia, and he wanted to be baptized, Philip

o r
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said that he could if he believed with all of his heart that
Jesus Christ was the Son of God. It was then that he
said that he believed in Christ, and only then did Philip
baptize him. (Acts 8:36-38). Christ said that if we would
confess him before men that he would confess us before
his Father in Heaven. (Matthew 10:32).

Ninth, Are there other condtions to salvation? There
is one more. This one is baptism, aburial in water.
(Acts 8; Colossians 2:12). We have already read Acts
2:38 where it said that on repenting and being baptized
that one could have remission of his sins. Christ said.

He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” (Mark
16:16). The Scr;ptures also tell us that baptism puts one
into Christ and his church. (Romans 6:3, 4; 1Corinthians

C (

12:13).
Tenth, But why is baptism so important? Actually,

each thing that the Lord has asked one to do to be saved
is important. But through complying with these conditions
and terms of pardon, and especially in baptism, one
depicts the Lord’s death, burial, and resurrection.
(Romans 6). Christ physically died, was buried, and was
resurrected from the grave. In obedience to Christ, one
dies to his sins, is buried in the waters of baptism, and
is resurrected from the watery grave to anew life. This
is spoken of as anew birth (John 3:3-5), and anew life
in Christ. (2 Corinthians 5:17).

Eleveth, But how can one obey the gospel? As we
have already seen, by obeying the commands or comply¬
ing with the conditions of the gospel. Paul said that the
Lord would come back to take vengeance on those who
do not obey the gospel. (2 Thessalonians 1:7-9). Peter
wanted to know what would happen to those who obeyed
not the gospel. (1 Peter 4:17). The answer is obvious
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from Paul’s statement.

Tweleveth, How many gospels do we read about in
the Scriptures? Just one, and Paul said that he had
preached that one gospel, and if there be those who
preached another gospel then the curse of God would be
upon them. (Galatians 1:6-9).

Thirteenth, What are the promises of the gospel?
Salvation and the gift of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:38).
Being added to the Lord’s church, being in Christ. (Acts
2:47; Galatians 3:26, 21). And to sum it all up, having
all spiritual blessings in Christ and the hope of eternal
life. (Ephesians 1:3; 1Corinthians 13:13).

Now then, you have heard the gospel. The question
is, Will you believe it and obey it? You must if you are
to §be saved in this world and in the world to come. We
pray that you wiil. If we can help you with your study,
answer your questions, or assist you in your obedience,
please let us know.

Thank you for listening, and goodbye for now.
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L e s s o n 8

F A I T H

Thank you, and in the name of Jesus Christ Igreet
you with this period of Bible study.

For our lesson at this time we are going to ask some
questions about faith and then we’ll go to the Bible for
t h e a n s w e r s .

First, What is faith? That is aquestion that has been
asked many times. It is also aquestion that is difiBcult
to answer. The best definition we can give from the
scriptures is found in Hebrews 11:1. There the writer
says, ‘‘Now faith is the substance of things hoped for,
the evidence of things not seen.” In other words, we
believe in God because of the many evidences that tells
us that he lives. We have never seen him, but still we
have every confidence that he exists. Neither have we
seen Jesus Christ and the Apostles but we believe that
they lived several hundred years ago. Why do we believe?
Because the Scriptures tell us so. Also, we believe that
they lived because of all of the influence that they have
had on the world. There are so many things, people,
and places in the world today that we have never
personally seen, but again, we believe that they exist
because of the evidences that suggest that they exist.
There may be writings or we may have heard some of these
people by means of radio or we may have seen them
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TV. Faith would also be defined as belief or trust.
Second, Does this mean then that our faith comes

from hearing the word of God? That is true. Paul said,
then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing the word

of God.” (Romans 10:17). It might be pointed out that
this would be true whether one is reading the word of
God or hearing it preached. In either case one is hearing
the word of God.

Third, What does the word of God consist of today?
It has come to us in the form of the Bible, including both
the Old Testament and the New Testament. God has
spoken and then that which he has said was written down
and passed on down to us. (Hebrews 1:1,2). Paul says
that it is all given by the inspiration of God. (2 Timothy
3:16, 17). So when we read and study the Scriptures,
then faith is produced, that is, we believe what we read
and then we act upon it.

Fourth, But hasn’t God revealed his will in other ways
or given additional revelation in recent times? No, God
does not speak to people today through angels, visions,
dreams, and suchlike. Neither does he speak through
man today to reveal new truths or to give additional
information. Many claim all of these things but accord¬
ing to the word of God itself we are not to add to it or
to subtract from it. (Revelation 22:18, 19). Then Peter
said that the Lord has given to us all things that pertain

life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3) and Paul said that the
Scriptures completely furnish us unto every good work.
(2 Timothy 3:16, 17). James calls it the perfect law of
liberty. (James 1:25). Then Paul stated to the Galatians
that he had preached the gosgel to them but if another

and preached another gospel or something that was
contrary to what he had already preached, then he said

o n

S o

t o

c a m e
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that the curse of God would be upon him. He said that
would be true it he preached another gospel or even if
an angel came from heaven and preached
gospel. Now if that be true, then how could

s o m e n e w

a n y o n e

daim that some new revelation has been given? Certainly
none has been given. We already have the full and
complete and final revelation of God. If we will believe
it and do what it teaches then we can be saved in this
world and have the hope of eternal life.

Fifth, How many faiths or beliefs are there? The
Apostle Paul tells us that there is but one faith? If we
have but one Bible, and it contains the word of God,
and we all believe it, then we will all believe the same
thing. That means then that there is but one faith. But

Yes, but we may see it differently and
D o e s t h a t m e a n

someone says,
end up in believing different things,
that we would blame God with giving us abook that
cannot understand and therefore we would be divided
on what we believe? Surely God is not responsible, but
if we believe differently then it is man’s fault. It would
be obvious in that case that someone docs not believe
what the Scriptures teach.

Sixth, In the end, does it really matter what we believe?
We hear the statement made all the time that it doesn’t
matter what you believe just so long as you are honest
and sincere.

w e

Yes, but we can be honestly and sincerely
We may honestly and sincerely believe that

one can be saved and go to heaven without believing that
Christ is the Son of God, but does that make it so?
Certainly not. As amatter of fact, there are all kinds of
beliefs, and those who believe them are honest and
sincere about it, but still, they are mistaken.

Seventh, Can one be saved by faith alone? According

mistaken.
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I t i s t rve that there areto the ScripturCj one cannot,
many verses of scripture that speak of faith without
including other things. Some would conclude from that
faith only saves. But people who would come to such a
conclusion are not good Bible students or else they are
already convinced of faith only and that is all that they

But if you’ll take aclose look at that versew a n t t o s e e .

then you will see that the faith mentioned is the kind of
faith that leads one to obey God.Also, look at all of the
other things that God requires of one to be saved. What
about repentance, confessing faith in Christ, baptism for
the remission of sins, worship, etc? If you really believe
in God you will do whatever he asks you to do. The
Hebrew writer said, “But without faith it is impossible
to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe
that he is, and that he is arewarder of them that diligently
seek him”. (Hebrews 11:6). James said,
profit, my brethren, though aman say he hath faith,
and have not works? Can faith save him? 11 abrother

W h a t d o t h i t

or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, And one
of you say unto them. Depart in peace, be ye warmed
and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things
which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? Even

faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. Yea,
aman may say. Thou hast faith, and Ihave works: shew
me thy faith without thy works, and Iwill shew thee my
faith by my works. Thou believest that there is one
God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.
But wilt thou know, Ovain man, that faith without works
is dead? Was not Abraham our father justified by works,
when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest
thou how faith wrought with bis works, and by works
was faith made perfect? And the scripture was fulfilled

s o
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which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed
unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend
of God. Ye see then how that by works aman is justified,
and not by faith only. Likewise also was not Rahab the
harlot justified by works, when she had received the
messengers, and had sent them out another way? For as
the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works
is dead also. » »

(James 1:14-26). A l l o f t h i s m e a n s t h e n

that faith prompts one to obey God. If one doesn’t have
enough faith to do what the Lord asks him to do then
h i s f a i t h i s d e a d .

Eighth, But what does faith lead one to do? It leads
one not only to believe in God’s existence, but also that
Christ is the Son of God. (John 14:1). Faith leads one
to repent of his sins because Christ says that we must
repent or perish. (Luke 13:3). Faith leads one to confess
Christ as being the Son of God. (Matthew 10:32). And
then faith leads one to be baptized. Christ said that “he
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.’’ (Mark
16:16).
s h a l l b e d a m n e d . ’ ’

He went on to say that “he that believeth not
What is the Lord saying here? He is

saying that if you want to be saved that you must believe
enough to obey him. On the other hard, he sa}s that if
y o u w a n t t o b e l o s t t h e n i t i s n o t even necessary to
believe. Now, do you believe or not?

As aresult of our faith in the Lord, and being obedient
to him, then he saves us and adds us to his church. As
children of God then we must continue to believe and
to be obedient. Christ said that if we would be faithful
unto death that we would receive acrown of l i fe.
(Revelation 2:10).

My friends, do you believe in God? Do you believe
that Christ is the Son of God? Do you believe enough
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obey the Lord? Ipray that you have that kind of

Thank you for taking the time to study these matters
If we can help you in any way, please let us

I’ll say goodbye now until the next broadcast.

t o

f a i t h .

w i t h m e .
k n o w .
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Lesson 9

B A P T I S M

Thank you, and greetings to you in the name of
C h r i s t .

We are presently devoting some time to that of
answering Bible questions on different themes. We would
hope that in doing this that we are able to answer the
questions that you might have concerning these matters.
For sure, we desire to teach the truth only and
that the information given will be beneficial to you. I
might add that if you have some specific questions that
you would like to ask, just send them to us and we’ll get
to them as soon as we

Our lesson at this time will have to do with the subject
of baptism. We thought it would be appropriate to give
some time to this since in aprevious lesson we talked
about the gospel, and in that study the subject of baptism
was brought up. To be sure that we understand
as possible what baptism is all about, then we are going
to answer anumber of questions that will help to bring
the truth out on this great Bible theme.

First, What is baptism? It is only natural that we
would want to begin with this question in that if we know
the meaning of baptism then this wilt go along way in
helping us to understand the purpose of baptism. The
word baptism in the Greek language is “baptizo”, actually

w e t r u s t

c a n .

a s w e l l
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an anglisizcd word, which means immersion, to dip, to
plunge, to completely overwhelm. It also means aburial.
But let’s go to the Scriptures to see what is said. The
Apostle Paul said, ‘‘Buried with him in baptism, wherein
also ye are risen with him through the faith of the
operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.
(Colossians 2:12).

Second, Can baptism

* »

mean sprinkling or pouring
or something besides aburial? Not if we stav with the
Greek language and its meaning, and if we confine our¬
selves to the teaching of the Bible. Now man has decided
that sprinkling or pouring can be substituted for baptism
but this cannot be done with the Lord’s approval. Those
that have had some water sprinkled on them or who have
had water poured on their head, or some similar gesture
as asubstitute for baptism, have never been scripturally
baptized. If we are going to obey God then
unders tand that

e v e r

w e m u s t

We must do what God has said and not
what man teaches.

Third, In what must one be buried if he is to be
scripturally baptized? When we turn to Acts 8we have
the story of Philip preaching Christ to aman from
Ethiopia. The record says, “And as they went on their
way, they came unto acertain water: and the eunuch said.
See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?
And Philip said. If thou believest with all thine heart,
thou mayest. And he answered and said, Ibelieve that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And he commanded the
chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the
water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.
And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit
of the Lord caught away Philip, and the eunuch saw him
n o m o r e : a n d h e w e n t on his way rejoicing. (Acts

5 7



8:36-39). So from what we read here then we would have
conclude beyond ashadow of doubt that baptism is

aburial in water. Please notice that it specifically says
after Philip explained that he would baptize him if he
believed that Christ was the Son of God, and after the
eunuch said that he believed in Christ, then they both

down into the water. Why did they do that? So
Philip might baptize the man that wanted to be

t o

w e n t
t h a t

baptized; and since baptism is aburial, in order that
Philip might bury him in water. Then notice that after
be baptized him that they both came up out of the
water. But was the water here really water? If language
means anything then we would have to say that it was
water. Certainly it doesn’t say that it was milk, oil or
something else, Therefore, water there was simply water,
something they could go down into, and once the
baptism, or burial in water, had taken place, then it was
something that they could come up out of and leave
behind. But someone might want to know, ‘Tf baptism
is aburial in water, then what would happen if one was
ut in adesert somewhere and wanted to obey the

Lord and there was no water available?” Well, here in
Acts 8you have agood example of aman in that very
setting, except for the fact that there was water there

able to be baptized. Moreover, Idare say
individual found himself, that if he

and he was
that wherever an
really wanted to obey the Lord, that there would be an
opportunity afforded him to do that, and even though
he may be out in some desert, because believe it or not,

be found in desert places, he would still be
should be looking

w a t e r c a n
able to obey God. My friends, we
for ways to obey God instead of trying to come up with,
tome way to get around our obedience to him. It is God
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<who has commanded, and it is up to us to comply with
his wishes. If we do not, then we must answer to him
for that, and it will be up to him as to how he deals with
that, and not according to what we think he should do.

Fourth, But how many baptisms are there in the
Scriptures? Well, we read of John’s baptism, and it was a
burial in water too (Mathew 3:13; John 3:23) but we read
in Acts 19 of those who had been baptized according to
John’s baptism and Paul took them and baptized them
in the name of Christ. We also read of other baptisms
like the baptism of suffering (Matthew 20:22), having
reference to Christ being immersed in suffering on the
cross, the baptism in the cloud and the sea (1 Corinthians
10:2), referring back to the time that God’s people were
delivered from the land of bondage, passing through
the sea with the cloud overhead and thus being immersed
in the protection of God. Going on, there was the
baptism of the Holy Spirit and the baptism of fire that
Christ spoke of in Matthew 3:11. The baptism of the
Holy Spirit had to do with the promise made to the
Apostles that they would be immersed in the Spirit and
therefore the Spirit would guide them, enable them to
perform miracles, etc., to prove to the people that they
had been sent of God to preach his word. The baptism
of fire has to do with the wicked one day being cast
into the lake of fire and eternal punishment. That
leaves us then with one final baptis’m the one that we
have already identified as being aburial, and aburial
in water. All other baptisms had come and gone,
except for water baptism, according to Paul, and of
course the fire baptism that Christ spoke of which
doesn’t have to do with our time but will come in the
next world. But when Paul wrote around A.D. 64, hfr
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said at that time that there was but one baptism binding
(Ephesians 4:5), and that baptism continues to be

binding up to this time, and will go on being required of
man until the end of time.

Fifth, What is the purpose of this baptism? Christ
says that one must believe and be baptized in order to
be saved. (Mark 16:16). Peter taught that believers in
Christ should repent and be baptized for the remission
of sins. (Acts 2:38). Again, he said that baptism saves.
(1 Peter 3:21). Saul was told to arise and be baptized to
wash away his sins. (Acts 22:16).

Sixth, But how could baptism save anyone? Baptism
alone cannot save, of course,
must first believe in the Lord, repent of his sins, confess
Christ as being the Son of God, and then he must be
baptized for thei remission of his sins. (Acts 2and 8).
Baptism just happens to be the final act of obedience and
when one complies with it, as the Lord has instructed,
then he is forgiven, his sins are remitted and he is
saved.

o n m a n

F o r i t t o s a v e t h a n o n e

Seventh, What else does the Bible say about baptism?
When one obeys the Lord, and as seen, the final act of
obedience is baptism, then in doing that one pictures the
Lord’s death, burial, and resurrection. (Romans 6:3, 4).
That is, one dies to his sins, he is buried in the waters
of baptism to wash away his sins by the blood of Christ,
and he is then resurrected from that watery grave to walk
in newness of life. This is said to be the new birth that
Christ spoke of in John 3:3, 5. Paul also tells us that

enter Christ (Galatians 3:26, 27)through baptism we
and the Lord’s church. (1 Corinthians 12:13).

have you obeyed the Lord? Have you been
scripturally baptized? If not, we want to encourage you

N o w ,
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to do it. God commaads and we must obey. It is only
then that we can be saved.

Thank you for joining me for this study and if we can
be of assistance to you, and especially to help you obey
the Lord, please let us hear from you.

God be with you till we meet again. Goodbye till
t h e n .
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Lesson 10

THE CHURCH

Thank you, and in the name of Christ we greet you
with another broadcast of The Voice of Truth-

Our study for this occasion will have to do with the
church. We are going to be asking and answering
questions that have to do with this subject and you are
invited to think seriously about the things that shall be
s a i d .

s o m e

If you have Bible questions or comments pertaining
to any of our programmes, we would be happy to hear
from you. Now, for our study.

First, What is the church? Is it abuilding, aclub,
what? Very few people really know what the church

is. They talk about going to church when referring to
that of going to ameeting house,
c o m e s

“the called out.” (Roman 1:1-7) Actually, it means a
called-out group of people. This describes God’s people
exactly since they have been called out of the world into
asaved state; they have been called out of sin into a
state of holiness; they have been called out of darkness
into light; they have been called out of the kingdom of
Satan into the kingdom of God or Christ. While
praying to his Father, Christ said concerning his
disciples, “I have given them thy word; and the world

o r

The word church

from the Greek word “Ekklesia” which means,
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hath hated them, because they are not of the world,
even as Iam not of the world. Ipray not that thou
shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou
shouldest keep them from the evil. They are not of the
world, even as Iam not of the world.” (John 17:14-16).
Christ uses the world here in two senses. One was ia
the sense that the world represented that which is bad
and wrong. The other was in the sense of being the
earth. Therefore he said that his people had been called
away from that which was bad and wrong even though
they still lived in the world, that is, on the earth. Paul
said concerning the Lord’s church, “Who hath delivered
us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us
into the kingdom of his dear Son.” (Colossians 1:13),

Second, Is the church always spoken of in the local
sense or is it also worldwide? It is said to exist in two
senses. First, it is spoken of in auniversal sense. Christ
said, “I will build my church,
when Christ said that, he wasn’t thinking of the church
necessarily on alocal level, but wherever it might be
found in the world. Second, it is spoken of on alocal
level. Paul spoke of the church at Corinth (1 Corin¬
thians 1:1, 2), the church at Thessalonica (1 Thessalo-
nians 1:1), and so on. When one obeys God in a
particular place then he becomes amember of alocal
congregation of the church, and worships and works
with that congregation, but wherever he goes in the
world and finds the Lord’s people, locally, then he may
worship and work witn them since he is amember of
t h e c h u r c h w h e r e v e r i t e x i s t s i n t h e w o r l d .

Third, What are some of the other ways in which the
church may be described? Well, it is said to be made
up of those who have been saved by Christ. On the day

9 9 (Matthew 16:18). Now
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of Pentecost, when Peter and the Apostles preached the
gospel to alarge group of people, some three thousand
of them obeyed God and were saved. (Acts 2:38-41).
Then we read, “And the Lord added to the church daily
Buch as should be saved.” (Acts 2:47). Then the church
is said to be the body of Christ or the spiritual body of
Christ. In 1Corinthians 12 Paul compares the spiritual
body with the physical body, and then be says concer¬
ning the church, “Now ye are the body of Christ, and
members in particular.” (1 Corinthians 12:27). Next
the church is spoken of as being the house of God (1
Timothy 3:15) which would be the family of God. It is
also said to be the kingdom of God or the kingdom of
Christ. (John 3:3; Ephesians 5:5).

Fourth, What are some marks of identification of the
church? First, it was built by Christ. Jesus said, “. ..I
will build my church.” (Matthew 16:18). Second, Christ
built only one church. Notice again what the Lord said
in Matthew 16:18. He said, “. ..Iwill build my church.
How many churche.s? Just one. (Ephesians 4:4). Third,
the church had its beginning in Jerusalem. It was pro¬
phesied that it would begin in Jerusalem. (Isaiah 2:1-3;
Joel 2:28, 29). When we turn to Acts 1:8 Christ told the
Apostles that they would be his witnesses beginning at
Jerusalem. In Acts 2, with the Apostles preaching the
gospel in Jerusalem for the first time, some three thousand
obeyed the Lord and so the church had its beginning.
Fourth, it had its beginning in A.D. 33. Going back to
Acts 2, we have the Apostles preaching the gospel in
Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost, some fifty days after
the Lord’s death, burial, and resurrection, and so it is
said that the church had its beginning in appoximately
A.D. 33. Fifth, Christ is said to be the foundation of the
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c h u r c h . A f t e r P e t e r h a d c o n f e s s e d C h r i s t t o b e t h e S o n

of God, the Lord said that upon that rock, or upon that
confession that he was the Son of God, that he would
build his church. (Matthew 16:16-18). Paul declared,
!‘For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid,
which is Jesus Christ.” (1 Corinthians 3:11). Therefore
the church rests upon the fact that Christ is the Son of
God. That is true even to this day. If it could be proven
that Christ was an impostor then the church would
immediately fall, never to rise again. Furthermore, any
religious group that is founded on man, and the teachers
of man, cannot be the church of our Lord, but is doomed
to fail. Sixth, the church wears the name of Christ. We
read in Romans 16:16 of the churches of Christ, speaking
of the different congregations of the church in that area.
In 1Corinthians 12:27 Paul talked about the body of
Christ, which is the church of Christ. (Colossians 1:18;
Ephesians 1:22, 23). Even the individual members of the
church wore the name of Christ since they were called
Christians. (Acts 11:26; 1Peter 4:16). The Scriptures
tell us that salvation is in the name of Christ. (Acts 4:12).
We are a lso to ld tha t we shou ld do a l l i n h is name.
(Colossians 3:17). How could achurch or afollower of
Christ claim to belong to the Lord if they did not even
respect the Lord enough to wear his name? Seventh,
Christ is said to be the head of the church. Paul says,
“For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is
the head of the church: and he is the Saviour of the body.
(Ephesians 5:23). This is also stated in Colossians 1:18
and Ephesians 1:22, 23. Eighth, Christ is the saviour of
the body or church. As we noticed in Ephesians 5:23),
it says that Christ is saviour of the body, the church. In
Acts 2:47 it says that Christ added the saved to the

9 )
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church. Who saved them? Christ. If they are saved,,
tvhere are they? la the church. What if they are not in
the church? Then they are not saved because if they were
saved then Chr is t wou ld add them to the church , h is
church .

Continuing, and ninth, Christ died for the church or
shed his blood to purchase it. In Ephesians 5:25 Paul
says that Christ gave himself for the church. On another
occasion, he said to the elders of the church at Ephesus,
“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the
flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you
overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath
purchased with his own blood,
church therefore is important, and one must be amember
of it in order to be saved and go to heaven. The church
is not the saviour but Christ is and when he saves one
then he adds him to his church, and therefore the church
is made up of the saved. Tenth, to be amember of the
church then one must believe in the Lord, repent of his
sins, confess Christ to be the Son of God, and then be
baptized for the remission of sins. When one does that,
according to Acts 2, then the Lord saves that person and
adds him to his church. There is no other way to enter.
Eleventh, and finally, those who are members of the
church and faithfully worship the Lord, live Godly lives,
and serve him all the days of their lives, then on the
Lord’s return for his church, he wil l take them to
heaven. (John 14:1-3; John 14:6; 1Corinthians 15:58;
Ephesians 5:23-27).

Now in conclusion, let me ask just one more question.
Fifth, What about all of the denominational churches?
The Lord did not establish them and therefore they do
not belong to him. Christ said that every plant that his

(Acts 20:28). The9 9
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heavenly Father had not planted would be rooted up;
(Matthew 15:13). Christ prayed that we might be on&
and not divided. (John 17; 1Corinthians 1:10; Romans
16:17, 18).

My friend, what about you? Are you amember of
Christ’s church, the one that we can read about in the
Bible? If not, then you are either not amember of any
church or you are amember of the wrong church. We
want to encourage you to become acquainted with the
Lord’s church. Think about the things we have said.
Study the Scriptures concerning these matters. And
finally, we pray that you will obey God and let him add
you to the church that belongs to Christ. If we can be
of help, please let us know.

Ilook forward to our next study together. Until then,
Ibid you goodbye for now.
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L e s s o n 11

T H E O R G A N I Z AT I O N O F T H E C H U R C H

Thank you, and Ibring you greetings in the name of
C h r i s t .

Please give me afew minutes of your time so we can
study together from the word of God.

For our lesson, we are going to make astudy of the
o r g a n i z a t i o n o f t h e c h u r c h . W e ’ l l a s k a n u m b e r o f
questions and then go to the Scriptures for the answers.

First, What do you mean by organization? Iam
talking about the way athing is put together, its members,
and how they relate to each other and to their head,
and the kind of work they are able to do. Of course in
this case we are especially concerned about the scriptural
organization of the Lord’s church.

Every company, business, school, government, or what
have you, has to be properly organized if it is to accom¬
plish very much. Such is likewise true with the church.

Second, How was the church organized in the beginn¬
ing? Christ himself promised and built the church, his
church. (Matthew 16:18; Ephesians 4:4). The church
is made up of people, of those who have obeyed the Lord,
and as aresult of their being saved, Christ has added them
to his church. (Acts 2). Another way of putting it, the
church is the spiritual body of Christ on earth. (Ephesians
5:23-27). Next, Christ is head of the body or church.
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Paul said, “For the husband is the head of the wife, even
as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour

(Ephesian 5:23). To the same Ephesiano f t he body.
Christians, he wrote, “And hath put all things under his
feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the
church. Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth

(Ephesians 1:22, 23). Then to the Colossian
A n d h e i s

a l l in a l l .

Christians, he said, in speaking of Christ,
the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning,
the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might
have the preeminence.” (Colossians 1:18). Therefore the
Scriptures are very clear on who built the church, how
many churches were built, what the church is, and the
fact that Christ is the head of it.

Third, What part docs man play in the organization
of the church? First, we should point out that the church
is universal or international, that is, it is to be found all
over the world. But the church is made up of thousands
of local congregations in cities, villages and in the
countryside, just like each local congregation is made up
of agroup of individual members or Christians. While:
Christ is head of the church in both auniversal and local
sense, when it comes to the members, they operate-
entirely on alocal level. You do not have members of
the church occupying universal, international, or national
posts in the church. Neither does the church of our Lord
have ahuman head or earthly headquarters. The head
of the church is Christ and he is in heaven. He does not
share this position with any man. But when it comes to
the local congregation of the church, then it is made up of
amultitude of members, men, women, and young people.
They may represent different ages. Each congregation
is autonomous, that is, each congregation is independent
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and self-sufficient. One congregation cannot control
another congregation, but they may cooperate and work
together in various good works. The local congregation
may have preachers and teachers, Then to give leader¬
ship to it, the Lord has said that each congregation is to
have its own elders and deacons, provided there are men
within the congregation that can meet the qualifications
that have been laid down in the Scriptures. All of the
members are to be subject to the elders as they direct the
work according to the Lord’s will, and they are to be
subject to Christ in all that they do.

Fourth, What are the qualifications for being an elder
in alocal congregation? Before we answer that, we should
explain that the Lord so planned it so that each congrega¬
tion would have two or more elders. If only one man is
qualified to be appointed to be an elder, then he cannot
be appointed until there is at least one other brother that
can serve as an elder. The Lord specified that it should
be this way so that the local church would not end up with
adictatorship. But Paul said concerning the qualifications
of being an elder of the local church, “This is atrue
saying. If aman desire the office of abishop (or elder),
he desireth agood work. Abishop then must be blame¬
less, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good
behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach; Not given
to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient,
not abrawler, not covetous; One that ruleth well his own
house, having his children in subjection with all gravity;
(For if aman know not how to rule his own house, how
shall he take care of the church of God?) Not anovice,
lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemna¬
tion of the devil,

of them which are without: lest he fall into reproach and
Moreover he must have agood report
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(1 Timothy 3:1-7). Please notethe snare of the devil,
that the term bishop in the Scriptures also refers to an
elder. Abishop or an elder is also referred to as a
presbyter and shepherd. So there are several terms that
refer to the same office. ^

Continuing, Paul writes to Titus concerning the elder s
bishop’s qualifications, “For abishop must be blame-

the steward of God; not self-willed, not soon
o r

less, as
angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy
lucre; But alover of hospitality, alover of good men,
sober, just, holy, temperate; Holding fast the faithful word
as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound
doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.”
(Titus 1:7-9). As you can see, to qualify to be an elder or
bishop, then one had to desire to serve, and he had to
possess qualities that would help him to lead the church.
He had to be agood moral man, and one who was the
head of his family. Of course every Christian should be
able to have most of those qualities in his or her life, but

Christian could be an elder. The Scripturesn o t e v e r y

certainly do not suggest that awoman could be an
e l d e r .

Fifth, What about adeacon and his qualifications? A
deacon would be working under the elders of alocal
congregation. There would also be two or more in each
congregation, and they would assist the elders with their
work. Concerning the deacons, Paul said, “Likewise
must the deacons be grave, not doubletongued, not given

rto much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre; Holding the
mystery of the faith in apure conscience,
also first be proved; then let them use the office of a
deacon, being found blameless. Even so must their wives
(be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things. Let

And le t these
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the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their
children and their own houses well. For they that have
used the office of adeacon well purchase to themselves a
good degree, and great boldness in the faith which is in
Christ Jesus.” (1 Timothy 3:8-13).

Again, Ithink you can sec from Paul’s statement
concerning the deacons qualifications, that aman would
have to possess good morals, have agood Christian home,
not be out for money, would be in control of himself,
and would have to be able to serve with others and
under the ciders, in order to be chosen for such an
o f fi c e .

Sixth, What is the highest office in the church? It
would be that of being one of the elders in alocal con¬
gregation. Next to that would be that of being one of the
deacons in alocal congregation. Preachers, teachers, and
all other members then would follow. The Lord so
arranged the organization of the church so that one could
not rise to ahigh position in the church, being over a
city, apart of acountry, acountry, or anumber of
countries. In this way man cannot bribe his way to such
positions or be filled with pride as aresult of occupying
such aposition. And as members of the local congrega¬
tion we must be subject to the ciders as they are subject
t o C h r i s t .

Much more could be said about all of these things,
but perhaps this gives you aglimpse of what the organiza¬
tion of the Lord’s church is like.

We again wouid hope that you arc aChristian and a
member of the Lord’s church, but if you are not, the Lord
invites you to come to him in faith, to repent of your
sins, to confess him as being the Son of God, and to be
baptized to wash away your sins. On doing that then he
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will save you and add you to his church. (Acts 2). If we
can study further with you, send you some literature, or
help you to obey the Lord, please let us know.

Thank you again for being with us, and we hope to
be with you again on the next regular broadcast. Goodbye
t i l l t h e n .
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L e s s o n 1 2

T H E N A M E

Thank you, and greetings to you in the name Christ.
We come to you with another Bible lesson. We hope

you will take the time to think about the things that will
b e s a i d .

We want you to know that we are interested in you
and that is why we put forth this effort to study with you.
We would also appreciate acard or letter from you to
let us know that you are listening. If you have questions
or some problem that you would like to call to our
attention, by all means let us hear from you.

The theme for our study at this time will have to do
with the importance of the name we wear as followers of
C h r i s t .

First, What’s in aname? The majority of the religious
world says that there is nothing in aname. They say that
the name is not important, that one name is as good as
a n o t h e r .

Before getting on with the religious side of it, let me
show you how important even our own personal names

To begin with, each one of us has aname, don’ta r e .

we? What about that name? Is it important to you?
Suppose someone says something bad about you? You
don’t like it, do you? Why? Because they are degrading
your name, they are giving you abad name. It is therefore
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very important that we keep agood name, that
are honest, that we always tell the truth, that we are good
workers, that we pay our debts, that we provide for
families, etc. If we do those things then we have agood
name. When they think of us in relation to those good
things, then they think of our name or they speak
name when they talk to others about our good deeds.
But if we are dishonest, won’t pay our debts, mean to
our families, and such like, then that gives us abad name.
People talk about us, call us by name, and point out to
their friends that we are bad. That is why Solomon talked
about the importance of agood name. He said, “A good
name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving
■favour rather than silver and gold.
Again, he said, “A good name is better than precious
ointment.” (Ecclesiastes 7:1). On the other hand, Solomon
said, “The memory of the just is blessed: but the name of

n a m e

w e

o u r

o u r

(Proverbs 22:1).

the wicked shall rot.” (Proverbs 10:7). One’s good
and good conduct are synomous—to think of the one is
to think of the other. The same is also true with reference
to abad name and abad character. When one loses his
good name, that is, because of some bad deed, and one’s
friends lose respect for him, then he has lost everything
in this world. He can have lots of money but if he
doesn thave agood name, if his friends do not respect
him, if they look on him as acrook, then what does he
have? Yes, the name is very important. One should do
everything that he can to keep agood name.

But if that be true with our physical or earthly or
family names, then how much the more is this true when
it comes to the spiritual side of things? Speaking of the
name of Christ, Peter said, “Neither is there salvation in
any other name under heaven given among men, whereby
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Salvation therefore is in the name-we must be saved,
o f C h r i s t .

Second, Why would salvation be in the name of
Christ? Well, let’s see why his name is so important.
Paul said, “Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him,,
and given him aname which is above every name: That
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things
in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the
earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, the glory of God the Father.” (Philippians
2:9-11). Again, he said, “For this cause Ibow my knees
unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Of whom the
whole family in heaven and earth is named. (Ephesians
3:14, 15).

There are many other scriptures that also emphasize
Paul wrote thethe importance of the Lord’s name.

Colossian Christians, “And whatsoever ye do in word or
t h a n k sdeed, do alt in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving

to God and the Father by him.” (Colossians 3:17). The
Hebrew writer said concerning Christ, “Being made so
much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance
obtained amore excellent name than they.” (Hebrews

the name of
w o u l d

1:4). Paul wrote Timothy about naming
Christ. (2 Timothy 2:19); Christ said that if we
confess him before men that he would confess us before
the Father in heaven. (Matthew 10:32). The man from
Ethiopia confessed his faith in Christ in order to obey the

warned that we should not
are called.

Lord. (Acts 8:37). 'ames
blaspheme that worthy tame by which we
(James 2:7). John said that one’s sins are forgiven for his
name’s sake, that is, for the sake of the Lord’s name.
(1 John 2:12).

Now, what does all of this tell us? It tells us how
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great the Lord’s name is, that salvation is in that name,
that we must confess that name to obey God, and then
all that we do is to be done in the Lord’s name so that he
will receive the praise and honor for it.

Third, How do we wear the Lord’s name? Through
our belief in God, and his Son, Jesus Christ, and by
confessing our faith in Christ, by repenting of our sins,
and by being baptized for the remission of our sins, then
the Lord saves us and adds us to his church. (Mark
16:15, 16; Matthew 10:32; Acts 2:38, 47). Christ and the
church are compared to ahusband and awife. Christ
is the groom and the church is the bride. Now when a
man takes awife then the wife takes her husband’s name.
Likewise, the bride of Christ, the church, takes the name
of Christ, the bridegroom. That means then that as
members of the church that we take the name of Christ,
and also as individual followers of Christ, we wear his
name. (Ephesians 5:23-27; Romans 7:1-4; Revelation
19:7; Revelation 21, Revelation 22:17).

Fourth, What is the name of the church? Since Christ
promised it, built it, died for it, and saved it, then it is
his church, and therefore it wears his name. That means
then that it is called church of Christ, body of Christ,
and kingdom of Christ. All of these expressions speak
of the Lord’s church, his people, and how they belong to
Christ. The church is also referred to as the house of
God, the kingdom of God, and the church of God. That
which belongs to Christ also belongs to his Father.

When we turn to Romans 16:16 we have Paul refer¬

ring to the congregations of the area sending greetings to
the brethren in Rome. Therefore, he says, “The churches
of Christ salute you”. (Romans 16:16). If the church
does not belong to the Lord, then whose would it be?
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If we are not going to wear the Lord’s name, then whose
name would we wear? What better name could we wear
than the name of Christ? How could any man’s name, or
any name that man might think up be equal to the name
o f C h r i s t ?

You and Iknow that when we marry we want our
wife to wear our name. That means that she belongs to
me. That also means that she honors me by wearing my

There are some places where this practice is not
followed but most people do honor this procedure in
their marriage relationships. Certainly if we buy ahouse,
car, or whatever, we want it to be in our name to show
ow'nership. If we have abank account, or write acheck
on it, again our name must be there,
and his name. When we wear his name we are saying
that we belong to Christ, that we respect him and honour
him by putting his name above our name or any man’s
n a m e .

n a m e .

So it is with Christ

Fifth, What name are we to wear as individual
followers of Christ? When we turn to the scriptures we
find that the disciples were first called Christians at
Antioch. (Acts 11:26). When Paul preached to King
Agrippa, he responded by saying, “Almost thou persua-
dest me to be aChristian.’’ (Acts 26:28). Then Peter
said, “Yet if any man suffer as aChristian, let him not
be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf.”
(1 Peter 4:16). But what kind of aChristian?, you might
ask. No particular kind of Christian. Just aChristian,
aChristian only. That’s all the Lord wants us to be.
It is only as we wear the Lord’s name, and we are Christ-
like in our living, that we can please and honor the
L o r d .

What name are you wearing? Are you aChristian?
n o
J o



Are you amember of Christ’s church? If not, you need
to be. To be anything else is contrary to God’s will.

If we can study further with you, send you some
literature, or assist you in your obedience to the Lord,
please let us know.

It was apleasure to be with you, and Ihope to be
with you again at the next appointed time. Goodbye till
t h e n .
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L e s s o n 1 3

U N I T Y

Thank you, and greetings to all of our radio friends
i n t h e n a m e o f C h r i s t .

We are going to continue our question and answer
scries of studies by thinking about unity and all of its
implications in following Christ.

First, What does the word unity mean? Simply
defined, it means oneness, completeness, and wholeness.
It is the very opposite of division and confusion.

Second, In what sense does the Bible teach unity?
To begin with, God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit (Matthew

There are three distinct
That is .

28:19, 20) are said to be one.
persons in the Godhead, but still they arc one.
they agree in one. When Christ was praying to his
Father concerning his disciples, he said, “That they all

thou. Father, are in me, and 1in thee”.may be one; as
(John 17:21). Then the Bible teaches, as we have just
seen in John 17:21, that the Lord’s people are to be one,
or that there is to be unity in the Lord’s family, the
church. In dealing with both the Godhead and the
church, Paul said, “I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord,
beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation where¬
with ye are called. With all lowliness and meekness, with
longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; Endeavour¬
ing to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
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There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called
in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one
baptism. One God and Father of all, who is above all, and
through all, and in you all.” (Ephesians 4:1-6).

Third, What else does the Bible say about unity
when it comes to the church? Oh, there is so much. We
could never cover all of it in our present study, but we
will consider some of the major points. To begin with, _
Christ promised to build his church, mind you, just one
church. We read, after Peter and the Apostles had
confessed Christ to be the Son of God, ‘‘And Isay also
unto thee. That thou art Peter, and upon this rock Iwill
build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it.” (Matthew 16:18). Of course he was saying
that upon the confession that he was the Son of God,
Christ being the rock (1 Corinthians 3:11), that he would
build his church. But notice that he said that he would
build his church, not churches. Therefore, he was going
to build only one and he built only one. No where in the

find where Chr is t bu i l t two ors c r i p t u r e s c a n y o u
more churches. The church was to be found in many

t o b e f o u n dplaces, or congregations of the church were
rywhere, but Christ built but one church, and all of

these congregations or churches in different cities and in
different parts of the world, made up that one church.
There were times when alocal congregation became
divided, as with the church at Corinth in 1Corinthians
1, but this was never with the Lord’s approval.

There were many other things that indicated the one-
of the church. The scriptures tell us that there was

foundation, that being Christ himself (1 Corinthians
3:11), Christ was the one head (Colossians 1:18), Christ
was the one saviour (Ephesians 5:23), there was salvation

e v e

n e s s

o n e
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only in the namf of Christ (Acts 4:12), there was but one
way to enter the church, that is, through baptism
(Romans 6:3, 4; Galatians 3:26, 27), and that Christ is
the one way to heaven. (John 14:6).

Fourth, Can you give some other ways that unity is
illustrated? Yes, we can. For example, the scriptures tell
us that Christ is the Vine and the Branches, that there is
but one vine but many branches. Jesus said, “I am the
true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every
branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and
every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may
bring forth more fruit. Now ye are clean through the
word which 1have spoken unto you. Abide in me, and
Iin you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except
It abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in
me. Iam the vine and ye are the branches: He that
abideth in me. and Iin him, the same bringeth forth
much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. If aman
abide not in me, he is cast forth as abranch, and is
withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the
fire, and they are burned. If ye abide in me, and my
words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall
be done unto you. Herein is my Father glorified that ye
bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.” (John
15:1-8). What is all of this talking about? The vine here
is Christ and the branches arc individual Christians.
How many vines are there? Just one. And notice that
the branches must remain in the vine and bear fruit to
live. So must Christians abide
Lord’s work, to be eternally saved.

Asecond example of the unity of the church is
found in John 10. Here Christ discusses the Sheepfold,
the one door into the Shecpfold, the good shepherd and

Christ doing thei n
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the sheep themselves. The Sheepfold represents the
church, the one door is indicative of the fact that there is

to enter the church, that is through Christ ando n e w a y

obeying his teaching. The sheep would be individual
Christians or followers of Christ.

Athird example is found in 1Corinthians 12 where
Paul compares the church with the physical body. Paul
says, “For as the body is one, and hath many members,
and all the members of that one body, being many, are
one body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all
baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles,
whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to
drink into one Spirit. For the body is not one member,
but many. If the foot shall say, Because Iam not the
hand, Iam not of the body; is it therefore not of the
body? And if the ear shall say. Because Iam not the eye,
Iam not the body; is it therefore not of the body? If the
whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? li the
whole were hearing, where were the smelling? But now
hath God set the members every one of them in the body,
as it hath pleased him. And if they were all one member,
where were the body? But now are they many members,
yet but one body. And the eye cannot say unto the hand,
Ihave no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet,
Ihave no need of you. Nay, much more those members
of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary:
And those members of the body, which we think to be
less honourable, upon these we bestow more abundant
honour; and our uncomely parts have more abundant
comeliness. For our comely parts have no need: but God
hath tempered the body together, having given
abundant honour to that part which lacked: That there
should be no schism in the body; but that the members-

m o r e
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should have the same care one for another. And whether
one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one
member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it.
Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in parti¬
cular.” (1 Corinthians 12:12-27). Now what is he saying
here? He shows how that in ahuman body there are
many members but they do not oppose each other,
rather, they all work together in perfect unity, being
directed by the head. So Christ has aspiritual body,
the church, and it is made up of many members and all are
directed by one head. He shows that all of the members
should work together as one, that they might do God’s
w o r k .

Afourth example would be Christ’s prayer for
unity. Praying to the Father concerning his disciples, he
said, “I pray for them: Ipray not for the world, but for
them which thou hast given me; for they are thine. And
all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and Iam glorified
in them. And now Iam no more in the world, but these
are in the world, and 1come to thee. Holy Father, keep
through thine own name those whom thou hast given me,
that they may be one, as we are ...Neither pray Ifor
these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me
through their word; That they all may be one, as thou.
Father, art in me, and Iin thee, that they also may be
one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent
me.” (John 17:9-11, 20, 21). Now who is Christ praying
for? His people, his church. He wants even them to be
united, to be one, even as he and the Father are one.

Fifth, But what about all of the religious division that
is in the world? Paul said, in speaking to the brethren at
Corinth where there was some division, “Now I
beseech you, brethren by the name of our Lord Jesus
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Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be
no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined
together in the same mind and in the same judgment.
(1 Corinthians 1:10). Paul said to the Romans that they
should mark those who caused divisions among them
because he said that such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ.
(Romans 6:17, 18).

Sixth, Yes, but there are all of the denominational
groups and don’t they teach that everyone has aright to
his own belief and don’t they thank God for all of the
churches? That is true, but that means that all of these
people speak for themselves and not according to the
word of the Lord. Christ prayed that we might be one,
n o t d i v i d e d .

But that’s all the time we have for today. Sorry we
can’t continue, but we’ll do that next time. If we can send
you some literature or help you in any way in your
search for God’s will, then please let us know.

Until next time. I’ll say goodbye for now.
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L e s s o n 1 4

T H E W A Y T O H E A V E N

Thank you, and Icome to you in the name of Jesus
Christ with this period of Bible Study.

Ihope you will join me as we ask some questions
about some Bible subject and then go to the scriptures
for the answer. Ithink you will find this avery profitable
way to study.

Our lesson for now will have to do with the way to
heaven. Many people seem to be interested in this
subject and of course our aim will be to see what the
truth is on this matter.

First, What does the world say about the way to
heaven? We’ll answer this question to show you the
contrast in what man says and in what the Bible teaches.
The religious world, and man in general, thinks in terms
of there being many ways to heaven. They say that the
different religions, for example, are traveling different
roads but all are trying to go to the same place. Members
of denominational churches say the same thing except
for the fact that we are all trying to go through Jesus
Christ. To all of these people, the destination is the
important thing. All of this is to say that just about
anything goes in the religious world. Regardless of what
is done, in the end if one is trying to go to heaven, then
everything is going to be all right.

8 6



Second, Now, what does the Bible say about this?
Let’s look at the words of Christ to begin with. He said,

Iam the way, the t ru th , and the l i fe : no man cometh
unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6). Please notice
that he said that he was the way. How many ways was he
talking about? Just one. How many Christs do we have?
Just one. And he said that way to heaven was through
him. How could wc misunderstand such clear, plain
1anguage?

i t

Third, But could he have been saying that even
though one might go in one direction, and another in
still adifferent direction, all were still passing through
him? Iask how could that be when the scriptures tell
us, “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for bre¬
thren to dwell together in unity.” (Psalm 133:1)? Then
this question was asked, “Can two walk together, except
they be agreed?” (Amos 3:3). Going on, we are told that
God hates division (Proverbs 6:16-18), that Christ prayed
that we might all be one (John 17:20-23), and Paul said,
“Now Ibeseech you, brethren, in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that
there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in the same judg¬
ment.” (1 Corinthians 1:10). Now can we see in any of
these verses any room for division, or any room for the
teaching that there arc more ways to heaven than one?
Surely not.

Fourth, what did Paul say about God, Christ, etc.,
in Ephesians 4:1-6? Listen to what he says: “1 therefore,
the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy
of the vocation wherewith ye are called. With all lowliness
and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another
in love; Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in
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the bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit,
even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One
Lord, one faith, one baptism. One God and Father of
all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.
Please notice now that he speaks of one God, one Lord,
one Spirit, one faith, one baptism, one body or church,
and one hope. Now in all of these, do you see in them
two or more? If one means one then you know that there
is but one of each, not two or more. My friends, there
are just as many ways to heavens as there are Gods,
Lords, Spirits, Faiths, Baptisms, Churches, and Hopes.
But how many are there of each of these? Just one.
Therefore there is but one way to heaven. The Bible also
says that there is but one death, one judgment, one
heaven, one hell, and so on.

Fifth, why would the Lord provide several ways to
heaven? That is the point. The Bible says that God gave his
only begotten Son to die for the sins of the whole world.
(John 3:16). Christ was willing to die that man might
be saved—he shed his blood for that purpose. (Romans
5:8; Ephesians 1:7). Why would God give his Son to die
for the whole world and then turn around and save some
one way and others in yet another way, and send some
on their way to heaven in one direction and send others
to heaven in adifferent direction? And why would Christ
die for the sins of all mankind and then make it possible
for man to choose the way he wants to go to heaven?
T h i s w o u l d b e r i d i c u l o u s .

Sixth, in what ways has Christ stressed there is
but one way to heaven? As we just said, he died for the
sins of the world. Now in doing that it was certainly
within his right to expect that man meet certain condi-

, t ions to be saved. But wouldn ’ t tha t mean that sa lvat ion
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is by works and not by grace? My friends, we could never
do enough, no matter what the Lord asks us to do, to
e a r n o u r s a l v a t i o n . B u t Christ has asked every
accountable being to do the same thing to be saved.
Christ said that one must believe and be baptized to be
saved. (Mark 16:16). He also says that we must repent
of our sins and that we must confess Christ as being the
Son of God. (Luke 13:3; Matthew 10:32). He makes
exception to this. He therefore saves all alike, since all
obey the same commands. Now when he saves
many, he adds them to his church. (Acts 2:47). No, he
does not add some to one church and some to another
church,. Christ has but one body or church, and he built
it and died for it, and therefore he adds all the saved to
that one church. (Matthew 16:18; Ephesians 5:25; Acts
20:28). Then he requires that all wear his name (Acts 4;
12; Acts 11:26), that all worship the same way (John
4:24), and that all travel that same narrow way that leads
to heaven. (Matthew 7:13, 14). My friends, there is just
one way. There is simply no other way.

Seventh, What does Christ say about those who try
to climb up another way? Christ pictures the church as a
sheepfold, that he is the shepherd, that the members
the sheep, that he has but one sheepfold, that there is
but one door, etc. Concerning these matters, Christ said.
Verily, verily, Isay unto you. He that entereth not by

the door into the shcepfold, but climbeth up some other
way, the same is athief and arobber.” (John 10:1),
That means then that those who try to go to heaven in
some other way than what the Lord has said, then such
people are but thieves and robbers. Now what does the
scripture say will happen to those kind of people? We
know that the scriptures condemns this kind of thing.

n o

o n e o r
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Let him that stole steal no more.” (EphesiansPaul said,
4:28).

< <

Eighth, Now why would anyone advocate that there
are many ways to heaven? He would do that if he knows
that he is not doing all that Christ would have him to do
or that he is not all that the Lord would have him to be.
For example, he would reason like that if he knows that
he is not amember of the Lord’s church or if he is not
wearing the Lord’s name. But again, he would reason
like that if he wants to do what he wants to do or if he
is trying to justify himself in following the teachings of
men. In either case, one would be on shaky ground. He
would not be able to prove his case from the scriptures.
Human reasoning is fine in some areas but it will not
stand the test when it is placed beside the teaching of
t h e B i b l e .

My friends, we are either on that one way to heaven
or we are not on it. There is but one way to heaven. You
can call us narrow minded or whatever you like, but still
Christ tells us that he is the one and only way to heaven
and besides him there is no other way.

Are you following that one way? If not, let me urge
you to learn about it, become abeliever in the Lord,
obey his will, and he will save you and add you to his
church. In so doing you will be following Christ, who
is the one way to heaven.

If we can be of help to you, please let us hear from
you. Until next time, Ibid you goodbye.
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L e s s o n 1 5

W O R S H I P

Thank you, and in the name of Jesus Christ Igreet
you with this period of Bible Study.

In this present series of studies we arc asking some
questions and then we arc going to the Bible for the
answers. Our questions for this occasion will have to do
with worship.

First, What is worship? Simply put, it is praise, honor,
and service rendered to ahigher being.

Second, Who is to be worshipped? Certainly
not to worship man, as you have in some cases even in
our day. Neither is nature to be worshipped, or idols of
men. In the long ago, God said, “Thou shalt have no
other gods before me. Thou shalt not make unto thee
any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is
in the water under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down
thyself to them, nor serve them: for Ithe Lord thy God
am ajealous God ...” (Exodus 20:3-5). Paul found the
people of Athens bowing down to man-made objects and
of course he pointed out that their worship
ignorance. (Acts 17:23).

Christ said concerning worship, “God is aSpirit: and
they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in
truth.” (John 4:24). Please notice that he says that God

m a n i s

w a s i n
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is the one that is to be worshipped. He further says that
he must be worshipped in spirit and in truth if it is to be
accepted. That just means that it must be in all sincerity
and according to the Lord’s teaching.

Third, Who is to worship God? God would have all
people to worship him, but of course all do not choose
to do so. Neither can all worship the Lord because all
do not belong to him. As we turn through the scriptures
we observe that only those who obeyed the Lord, that is,
those who became Christians and members of the church,
were in position to worship the Lord in an acceptable
way. These are the true worshippers that God was seek¬
ing according to Christ’s statement in John 4:23, 24.

Fourth, Does the Bible teach different types of
worship? Well, in Old Testament times God’s people
worshipped him by offering animal sacrifices, keeping the
Sabbath holy, etc. There was atime when God required
that atabernacle be bui l t and that they carry out atype
of worship, with the High Priest and priests directing the
people in worship. Even God would meet them at this
place. Later, there was the temple form of worship,
basically the same as the tabernacle form of worship,
but the temple was built in Jerusalem and it was a
permanent place of worship. But these types of worship
passed away with the coming of Christ and the giving
of anew and better way.
does not dwell in temples or buildings made with hands.
Paul explained, “God that made the world and all things
therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth,
dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Neither is
worshipped with men’s hands, as though needed any
thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all
things...” (Acts 17:24, 25). God’s people now are

Under the law of Christ, God
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able to worship him wherever they happen to be and the
Lord has promised to meet with them. (John 4:24;
Matthew 18:20) .

Fifth, What are some of the ways that man worships
God? As mentioned earlier, there are those who worship
man-made objects, nature, etc. This is said to be worship
that is done in ignorance. (Acts 17:23). That type of
worship then is unacceptable. Then another type of
worship is spoken of by the Lord himself as being vain
worship. In Matthew 15:9 Christ said, “But in vain they
do worship me, teaching for doctrines the command¬
ments of men.” Being vain worship, then that means
that i t was void, awaste of t ime. I t was counted to be
vain because it was done according to the doctrines and
commandments of men, or according to the teachings
that originated with man. The Lord has not authorized
any human being to decide how to worship God.

Sixth, What does God require of his people today
when they worship him? God does ask that we do certain
things in worship. It is only as we do these things in a
sincere way, and according to his will, that he will accept
the things that we do as being worship to him. We will
now note these acts pf worship. First, when we meet for
worship, God wants us to read and study his word. He
speaks through his word and therefore he wants us to
know his will. Christ says that we should search the
scriptures. (John 5:39). Paul said, “Study to shew thyself
approved unto God, aworkman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” (2 Timothy
2:15). Second, when we assemble for worship, the Lord
wants us to pray. .In Acts 2:42 we read of those early
Christians, “And they continued stedfastly in the
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of
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bread, and prayers.” Paul exhorted, “Pray without
oeasing.” (1 Thessalonians 5:17). Again, he said, “Be
careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known unto God”. (Philippians 4:6). Also John wrote.

And this is the confidence that we have in him, that,
if we ask any thing according to his will, he hcareth us.
(1 John 5:14).

Continuing, and third, as we assemble for worship,
are to sing praises unto the Lord. We know that in

the world there are two types of music, vocal and
mechanical. Most religious groups use both types of
music in their worship to God. But the Lord says in his
word that he wants us to sing praises to him, or he wants
us to praise him through vocal music,
mechanical music? He has not authorized his people to

this type of music in worship to him. He wants his
people to praise him with the fruits of their lips (Hebrews
13:15), not through some mechanical or man-made form
of music. Paul declared, “Speaking to yourselves in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody in your heart to the Lord.” (Ephesians
5:19). Notice, that the melody was to be made in the
heart, not on some mechanical instrument. Again, Paul
said, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all
wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in
your hearts to the Lord.” (Colossians 3:16).

Fourth, When we assemble as the Lord’s people for
worship then we are to partake of the Lord’s Supper,
that is, we are to partake of the bread in remembrance
of the body of Christ and the cup or fruit of the vine in
memory of the blood of Christ, (1 Corinthians 11:23-29).

f r
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When Paul met with agroup of Christians at Troas,
the record says, “And upon the first day of the week,
when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul
preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow;
and continued his speech until midnight.” (Acts 20:7).

Fifth and finally, the Lord wantsfus to give of our
means when we come together to worship. Paul wrote
the Christians at Corinth, “Upon the first day of the
week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God
hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I
come.” (1 Corinthians 16:2).

Now, these are simple acts of worship. Yet, the Lord
wants us to engage in them exactly as he has specified in
his word. To add to this, or to take away from it, then
that means that we cannot worship God acceptably.

Seventh, When are we to worship the Lord? We are
told by example and command that this is to be done on
the first day of the week or on Sunday. (Acts 20:7; 1
Corinthians 16:2). We can meet to study the word of
God, to pray, to sing praises untofGod any day of the
week, but in addition to doing these things on the first
day of the week, we are also to partake of the Lord’s
Supper and give as we have been prospered.

Eighth, Where are we to assemble for worship? The
Lord has not told us» We can worship in ahome, in an
auditorium, in ahall, under atree, in achurch building,
or wherever there are two or more people gathered.
Christ promised to be with us in this case. (Matthew
18:20). Some think that the only place they can worship
is in alarge elaborate church building. They think that
God confines himself to such places. This is not true.
God has asked us to worship but it is up to us as to
where we worship. He has specified the day and what
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he wants us to do in worship and those arc the things
t h a t w e s h o u l d b e c o n c e r n e d a b o u t .

Are you aworshipper of God, atrue worshipper, one
who is aChristian, amember of the Lord’s church, and
you meet with other Christians to worship as the Lord
as specified? If not, we pray that you’ll want to know
more about God’s will so that you may obey him and
worship him in spirit and in truth.

But my time is up. Ihope to continue my study with
you on the next broadcast. Until then, Ibid you
goodbye.
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L e s s o n 1 6

T H E D A Y O F W O R S H I P

Thank you, and greetings to you in the name of
C h r i s t .

Iam happy to be with you again for astudy of God’s
word. We cont inue our quest ion and answer ser ies on
various Bible subjects. We invite you to study with us
and to let us know if you have your own questions you
w o u l d l i k e t o a s k .

Our question at this time will have to do with the day
of worship.

First, Why is it important to worship the Lord on
some particular day? Why wouldn’t any day do? True,
we may praise and honor God on any and every day of
the week. Paul said, “And whatsoever ye do in word or
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
to God and the Father by him.” (Colossians 3:17). As
amatter of fact, we have meetings on many different
days of the week in which we pray, study God’s word,
and sometimes we are even given an opportunity
to give to some special need. But still, God has specified
in his word that there is aday that has been set aside
for us to assemble on for the specific purpose of worship¬
ping God. There are different reasons for this, as we
will see, as we continue, but perhaps if there was no
particular day for worship, then worship would be so
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common place that we would eventually completely get
away from it. Also, had God not set aside aday then
man would have probably done that anyway, and some
would have set one day and some another, and there
would have been alot of confusion over that, so God
saved man alot of trouble by setting aside the day for
worship himself. That means then that if we respect
God’s wishes then we accept that day as being the day
of worship and that settles the matter.

Second, What is the day that the Lord has set aside
for worship? We have an example of Christians meeting
on the first day of the week for worship. The record
says, “And upon the first day of the week, when the
disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached
unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued
his speech until midnight.” (Acts 20:7). The Apostle
Paul wrote the Christians at Corinth, “Now concerning
the collection for the saints, as Ihave given order to the
churches of Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the first day
of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as
God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings
when Icome.” (1 Corinthians 17:1,2). You will note
that in both scripture readings that the first day of the
week was specifically mentioned. Now, some other day
of the week could have been set aside for these things,
but that wasn’t the case. Evidently then the Lord wanted
his people to meet on the first day of the week to worship
h i m .

Third, But what is the first day of the week? As we
all know, there are seven days in each week. But if
Christians are to meet on the first day of the week, then
what day of the week would that be? Would it be
Saturday, Sunday, Monday, or what? We know that in
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the secular world that Monday is often listed as the first
day. But in Old Testament times God’s people were to
worship on the Sabbath Day and that day is said to be
the seventh day of the week or Saturday. That means
then that Sunday is the first day of the week and most
Bible Scholars agree with this.

Fourth, But what is the Sabbath Day? Is it also aday
of worship, or is it no longer binding? There arc asmall
percentage of people who try to hold on to the Sabbath
Day and they insist that it is still the day of worship.
The Seventh Day Adventists would be the best known
group who advocate this. Then there are small groups
among the Baptists and the Pentecostals who practices
this. Of course to try to justify this they must go back
to the Old Testament, and especially to the ten command¬
ment law to prove it. When pressed about all of the law,
including the ceremonial law, they try to make adistinc¬
tion in the ceremonial law and the ten commandment
law. They say that the ceromonial laws, such as the
offering of animal sacrifices, were discontinued, but that
the ten commandment law continues to be binding up to
this time. That means that they arc actually holding on
to what they want and rejecting the other. But if they
accept part of it then they must accept all of it. Or if
part of it has ceased then all of it has been removed as a
law. And of course the scriptures clearly show that all
of the old law was removed and it was replaced with a

and better law, and that law is the law of Christ
or the New Testament portion of the scriptures. If that
be not the case, then why did Christ come?

Fifth, Where does it say that the Old Testament law,
covenant, or testament was taken away and replaced with
anew one? Please turn with me to the book of Hebrews,

n e w
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and to Hebrews 10:9, 10. Now listen to what he says:
Then said he, Lo, Icome to do thy will, OGod. He

taketh away the first, that he may establish the second.
By the which will we are sanctified through the offering
of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” In Hebrews
9:15-17, he says that Christ is the mediator of the new
testament and that it was through his death that it was
brought into force. Again, he reminds us that God speaks
to man today through his Son, Jesus Christ. (Hebrews
1:1, 2). God spoke from heaven and said, ‘‘This is my
beloved Son, in whom Iam well pleased; hear ye him.
(Matthew 17:5). Now what day of the week does the
New Testament teach that we should assemble on for
worship? The first day of the week. That should settle
t h e m a t t e r t h e n .

Sixth, What is the significance of the first day of the
week? To begin with, Christ arose from the grave on this
day. After the death and burial of Christ, we read, “In
the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the
first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the
other Mary to see the sepulchre. And, behold, there
was agreat earthquake: for the angel of the Lord
descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the
stone from the door, and sat upon it. His countenance
was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow: And
for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead
men. And the angel answered and said unto the women.
Fear not ye: for Iknow that ye seek Jesus, which was
crucified. He is not here: for he is risen, as he said.
Come, see the place where he lay.” (Matthew 28:1-6).
In Mark 16:9 we read, “Now when Jesus was risen early
the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary
Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils.

c c
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Later, on the same day, the first day of the week, Jesus
met with the disciples. (John 20:19). Then we read,
“And after eight days again his disciples were within,
and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being
shut, and stood in the midst, and said. Peace be unto

(John 20:26). Now if Jesus appeared to they o u .
disciples on the first day of the week, and appeared to
them again eight days later, what day would that be?
That would also be the first day of the week, wouldn’t it.
Isn’t it strange, if the first day of the week is not impor¬
tant, how this day keeps popping up. Finally, we read
in Acts 2, on the day of Pentecost in the city of
Jerusalem, that the Holy Spirit was poured out on the
Apostles, some three thousand obeyed the gospel and

saved, and then we are told that the Lord added the
saved to the church. But what day did Pentecost come
on? It always came 50 days after the Passover, and
therefore Pentecost always came on the first day of the
week. That means then that the Lord established his
church, along with all of the other things that accom¬
panied it, on the first day of the week. Surely that was
not by accident.

Seventh, Finally, what has to be done on the first day
of the week? The Lord’s people were directed to meet on
this day, each first day of the week (Hebrews 10:25), to
study God’s word, for prayers, to sing praises to the
Lord, to partake of the Lord’s Supper, and to give as
they had been prospered. (2 Timothy 2:15; Acts 2:42;
Ephesians 5:19; Acts 20:7; 1Corinthians 16:2). Please

that Christians are to remember the body and

w e r e

n o t e t o o

blood of Christ on the day that he arose from the grave
and made it possible for man to be saved and to have
hope in the world to come.
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Now, on what day of the week do you worship? Do
you worship as the Lord has instructed? Are you a
Christian and amember of the Lord’s church? My friend,
all of this ties together.

If you are not aChristian and amember of the Lord’s
family, the church, we would like to encourage you to
do so. If you will believe in the Lord, repent of your
sins, confess your faith in Christ, and be baptized for
t h e r e m i s s i o n o f your sins then the Lord will save you
and add you to his church. Then you will also be in
position to worship God on each first day of the week.
Please consider all of these things in light of what the
Bible says. If we can help you with any of these things,
please let us know.

God be with you till we meet again, and goodbye for
n o w .
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L e s s o n 1 7

M U S I C I N W O R S H I P

Thank you, and we come to you again in the name of
C h r i s t .

We appreciate the opportunity to greet you with this
period of Bible study. We arc glad that you can join us
and we hope you will stay with us for the next few
m i n u t e s .

For some time now we have been devoting our time
to questions and answers that have to do with some
important Bible theme. As we discuss these matters you
may think of questions that have to do with this subject
or some other subject. If you will send them to us then
we’ll try to get to them as early as we can. By all means,
let us hear from you.

Our questions at this time will have to do with the
type of music God wants us to use in the worship that we
d i r e c t t o h i m .

First, Why does God want us to use music in worship?
God desires that his people worship him. Christ said'that
God seeks true worshippers and that he “is aSpirit and
they that worship him must worship him in spirit and
in truth.” (John 4:24). One of the avenues through
which we may do this is through music. As we continue
our study, Ithink it will become even clearer why he
wants us to praise him through music.
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Second, What is music? To begin with, let us note that
there are two types of music. One is that which is made
w i t h h u m a n v o i c e s . T h e o t h e r i s t h a t w h i c h i s m a d e o n
mechan ica l ins t ruments . One comes f rom the hear t o f
man and the other comes from the bands of men. One is
alive and the other is imitation or mechanical.

Third, What kind of music does God want us to use
in worship? From studying the scriptures, we find that
God wants vocal music to praise him. Paul said, in
speaking to the Christians at Ephesus, “Speaking to your¬
selves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
and mak ing me lody i n you r hea r t t o the Lo rd .
(Ephesians 5:19). To the Colossians, he said, “Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching
and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the
Lord.” (Colossians 3:16). Continuing, he said to the
Corinthian Christ ians, “For i f Ipray in an unknown
tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is
unfruitful. What is it then? Iwill pray with the spirit,
and Iwill pray with the understanding also: Iwill sing
with the spirit, and Iwill sing with the understanding
also.” (1 Corinthians 14:14, 15). James said, “Is any
among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him
sing psalms.” (James 5:13). The Hebrew writer said.
By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to

God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks
to his name.” (Hebrews 13:15). And on it goes with
the oher verses in the New Testament concerning the
type of music that God wants his people to use as they
worship him. There are not very many statements made,
but all of them indicate that God has specified that vocal
m u s i c b e u s e d .

«
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Fourth, But what about mechanical music? Can’t it
be used? What would be wrong with it? Can’t aperson
who has talents and abilities to play instruments of music
use his abilities to play those instruments to the glory of
God? But the question is, what has God said in his word?
If he says that we can praise him both with vocal music
and mechanical music then that would be fine. But if he
says that we must use mechanical music only then that
means tha t we cannot use voca l mus ic . On the o ther
hand, if he says that we are to use only vocal music in
worship then that means that we cannot use mechanical
music. You see, we must understand that it is God that
is to be praised and it is God that has decided how we
can do that. He has not left that up to you and me.

Fifth, But what is the difference? Ithink we have
already pointed out the difference when we said that vocal
music comes from man, God’s creation, but mechanical
music comes from man, man’s creation. One can be
offered from the heart, but the other has no heart. One
can be done in spirit but instruments of music have no
spirit. As amatter of fact, the only reason that mechanical
instruments makes sound is because man plays on them,
beats on them, plucks the strings, etc. My friends, God
has not authorized you and me to detour our worship
through mechanical instruments like that in praise to him.
But what if we have the ability to do that? We may have
the ability to do alot of things, or to use all kinds of
instruments, musical and otherwise, but that does not
mean that God would want us to use our abilities to play
or to use those instruments for the purpose of praising
him. We have aLord and Master to please and we must
find out what pleases him and then we must proceed to
do what he wants us to do. Remember that the Hebrew

105



writer said that God wants us to praise him with the
fruits of our lips, that is, with our singing. There is no
prettier music in the world than the blending of human
voices. Then Paul said that God wants us to make the
melody in our heart, not on some mechanical instrument
of music. There is atremendous difference.

Sixth, What kind of music did the early Christians
use? All we have to go on, as far as the scriptures are
concerned, are the statements made by Paul and others.
Surely if they were using mechanical music then there
would have been something said about it. But nothing
was said. Bible scholars and historians will tell you that
in the early days of the church no mechanical instruments
were used. There was vocal music only. Do you suppose
that this was the case because mechanical instruments
were not available or the Christians were so poor that
they could not afford them. Neither one. They did not

them because the Lord did not authorize them.
Seventh, Then when did mechanical instruments begin

to be used? It was at least several hundred years later
before they began to be used. The Catholic church came
into existence in the 600’s as aresult of amajor falling
away or apostasy of the Lord’s people. Then eventually
there was asplit within the Catholic church. Several
things brought about the split but one of them had to do
with the kind of music that God wanted his people to

The group that became known as the Roman

u s e

u s e .

Catholic church chose to use mechanical instruments in
their worship. The group known as the Greek Orthodox
Catholic Church said that they would have vocal music
only and they continue to sing only in their worship to
this day. Then of course the Protestant groups or
denominations began to come out of the Roman church
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after the 1500’s and they also brought their mechanical
inst ruments wi th them.

Eighth, But what happened to Christ’s church? After
the falling away, the Lord’s people, although in the
minority now, and this is the way it has continued since
that time, have carried on in different parts of the world.
Of course today the Church of Christ can be found all
over the world. What about the kind of music it uses in
its worship to God? It uses vocal music or singing only.
This is one of its distinctive marks.

Ninth, Didn’t they have mechanical music in Old
Testament worship? Possibly so, but we are not living in
Old Testament times. We are living under the law of
Christ, and as such, we are to have the kind of music
that the Lord has specified in the pages of the New
Te s t a m e n t .

Tenth, What’s wrong with having mechanical music in
the home? Who said there was anything wrong with that.
But we have alot of things in our home that we cannot
bring into worship.

Eleventh, Won’t there be music in heaven? Iam sure
there will be but it certainly won’t be mechanical music.
Nothing earthly will be there. God’s people will be
singing praises to him forever more. Remember too that
there will be things in heaven that we do not have on
e a r t h .

But to sum it all up, it doesn’t matter what man does,
what we like, and athousand other things, when it comes
to our worship to God. When it comes to music in our
worship to God, or anything else that we direct to the
Lord, it must be on the basis that the Lord has command¬
ed it or endorsed it. He is the one to be pleased. If he
is pleased then we should be happy about it.
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If you are abeliever in God, Ipray that you are-
following his teaching in all that you say and do, that
you are aChristian only and amember of the Lord’s
church. If you are not believer in the Lord, Ipray that
you will become one. If we can study with you by post,
send you some literature, answer your questions, or assit
you in your obedience to the Lord, then please let us hear
from you.

I’ll go for now, but Ihope to be with you again on
the next regular broadcast. Goodbye till then.
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L e s s o n 1 8

P R A Y E R

Thank you, and Icome to you again in the name of
C h r i s t .

1count it an honor to be able to study the Bible with
y o u .

If you like this type of study, let us know. We can
also furnish you with literature, answer your questions,
send you aBible correspondence course, etc., on receiving
your request.

For our consideration today we are going to answer
some questions about prayer.

First, What is prayer is simply talking to God, making
requests of him, thanking him for his blessings, and such
like. God speaks to us through his word, the holy scrip¬
tures, but we speak to him through prayer. Paul wrote.

Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known unto God.” (Philippians 4:6).

Second, To whom do we pray? Should our prayers be
to God, to Christ, to saints, or to others? As we just
noticed in Philippians 4:6, he says that our requests
should be made known to God. Likewise, throughout
the scriptures we are pointed to God, who is our Father,
as being the one that will hear and answer our prayers.
Christ is the Son, not the Father, therefore we do not
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pray to him. As for saints, that is, Christians, or whoever,,
they have no power to answer our prayers. They are but
human beings as we are. They also need God’s help
as we do.

Third, Are we to pray directly to the Father? The
scriptures tell us that Jesus is our advocate and
mediator and therefore we are to pray through him. John
wrote, “My little children, these things Iwrite unto
that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And he is the
propitiation for our sins: and not for our’s only, but also
for the sins of the whole world”. (1 John 2:1, 2). Paul said„
“For there is one God, and one mediator between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus.” (1 Timothy 2:5). Christ
himself said “And whatsoever ye shall ask in
that will Ido, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.
If ye shall ask any thing in my name, Iwill do it.” (John
14:13, 14). Going on, he says, “And in that day ye shall
ask me nothing. Verily, verily, Isay unto you. Whatso¬
ever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it
you.” (John 16:23). In other words, Christ had been
with them, and they could personally ask his help. But
now he was going to go away, that is, he was about to
re turn to the Father in heaven. He there fo re to ld h is
disciples that they should then make their requests known
to the Father and that they should do that through his
name. It was as though Christ knew them, and they knew
Christ, and therefore in speaking to the Father through
the name of Christ it was like having Christ to recommend
that he answer their requests.

Fourth, Who can pray? Anyone can pray, but the
Father has promised to hear only his children, and the
faithful ones at that. We read in Acts 2:42 how the

e v e n

o u r

y o u , .

m y n a m e .
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T h e b l i n d m a n .early Christians continued in prayer,
who had been healed by Jesus, said, “Now we know that
God heareth not sinners; but if any man be aworshipper
of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth”, (John 9:31).
The scriptures talk about praying to the Father. Who
would do that? His children, of course. What about
those who are not his children? Then they could not pray
to God as being their Father because he is
Father. Neither can they expect one who is not their
Father to answer their prayer,
physical world. How could we expect it to be done
spiritually? If it were, then what advantage would the
child of God have over the one that does not belong to
the Lord? Even God’s children must remain pure and
godly and faithful to be heard of their Father. Peter
said, “For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous,
and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of
the Lord is against them that do evil.
It is certainly possible to get to the point of being cut off
by God, as Isaiah said, “Behold, the Lord’s hand is not
shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that
it cannot hear: But your iniquities have separated between
you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from
you, that he will not hear.

Fifth, When can we pray? We can pray anytime that
desire. Of course Christians meet on the Lord’s

Day to worship and one of the things they do in worship
is to pray to their Father. But we can pray also at home,

the road, at work, at night, during the day, and
Take alook at Jesus’ prayer life and you will see

t i m e a n d

n o t t h e i r

That is not done in the

(1 Peter 3:12).

(Isaiah 59:1, 2).

w e s o

o u t o n

s o o n

that he prayed on all kinds of occasions, any
anywhere he happened to be. That is one of the blessings
of the child of God. He knows that God is always there
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to hear him anytime he wants to speak to him. Paul says
we should pray without ceasing, that is, we should always
have the attitude of prayer. (I Thessalonians 5:17).

Sixth, What should one’s attitude be in prayer? Jesus
spoke of those in Matthew 6who loved to be seen and
heard of men in their prayers. He condemned that
attitude and also that of praying long prayers as
though God would more likely hear that type of
prayer. Surely
obedient, and sincere as they approach the Father in

should be humble, forgiving,o n e

p r a y e r .

Seventh, For whom should we pray? We should p r a y
for ourselves, for the church, for our family, for our loved
ones, for the lost, for those who are sick, for all. Paul
said to Timothy, “I exhort therefore, that first of a]l,
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks,
be made for all men; For kings, and for all that
authority; that we may lead aquiet and peaceable life in
all godliness and honesty. For this is good and accept¬
able in the sight of God our Saviour; Who will have all
men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the
truth.” (1 Timothy 2:1-4).

Eighth, For what should we pray? As God’s people of
course the Lord has said that we may ask of him whatever
we will. (Matthew 18:19) That is conditioned, however,
on the basis that it is according to his will.
And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if

we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth
And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we
know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.

a r e i n

John said.

u s :

9 »

(1 John 5:14, 15). God answers our prayers then accord¬
ing to what is best for us. Afather will grant every
request to his children that he can, if it is for their good,
but if they request something of him that will harm them.
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T h e s a m e i sthen naturally he will not give it to them,
true with our Father. Many times we ask those things
that are not in our interest. Therefore, he withholds those
things from us. Someone says that God answers every

but to some he says yes and to others he says no.p r a y e r

But we may ask the Lord to forgive us of our sins, to
help the sick to get well, for food and other necessities of

I t i s s olife, to help us with our work, etc., and so on.
wonderful that we have aFather that we can turn to and
ask for his help in time of need.

Ninth, In what position must we be in to pray? Some
think that we must always kneel. But really, the Bible
speaks of anumber of positions. It does speak of kneel¬
ing, but it also talks about standing while praying. (Acts
21:5; Mark 11:25). Actually, one may pray in any
position he happens to be in, depending on the circum¬
stances that one may find himself in at the time.

Well, seemingly we could go on and on asking and
answering questions about prayer. Perhaps the ones that
we have covered has helped to answer your own questions
about prayer.

We want to invite you to obey the Lord by believing
in him, by repenting of your sins, by confessing Christ as
the Son of God, and by being baptized for the remission
of your sins. Once you do this then the Lord will save
you, make you amember of his family, the church, and
as such you will be achild of God and therefore with the
privilege of praying to your Father in heaven through
Jesus his Son. Acts 2tells us that this was what the
people did in those days when the gospel was preached
for the first time. The Lord requires the same today.

Thank you for taking time out to study this lesson
with me. Ihope we can do this again at the next appoint¬
ed time. Goodbye till then.
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L e s s o n 1 9

T H E L O R D ’ S S U P P E R

Thank you, and Igreet you in the name of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Do you have one or more questions that you would
like to ask about God, Christ, the Bible, or some Bible
subject? If you do. please send them to us and we’ll
try to answer them as soon as we can.

In the mean time, we are dealing with a
of Bible questions on this program,

are taking aparticular theme, asking question about
are a t tempt ing to g ive you the.

answers from the Bible itself. We hope that you will
find this to be helpful.

Our questions and answers at this time will have to
do with The Lord’s Supper.

First, we’ll begin by asking the question. What is the
Lord’s Supper? Iam sure that these things will become
much clearer as we go along, but basically, the Lord’s
Supper involves that of partaking of the bread in
rememberance of the body of Christ and the cup or the
fruit of the vine or grape juice in remembrance of the
blood of Christ. Paul said, “For Ihave received of the
Lord that which also Idelivered unto you. That the
Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took
bread: And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and

s e n e s

For each study.
w e

i t , a n d t h e n w e
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said, Take, cat: this is my body, which is broken for
you: this do in remembrance of me.
manner also he took the cup, when he had supped,
saying. This cup is the new testament in my blood: this
do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.”
(1 Corinthians 11:23-25). Although the Lord’s Supper
requires that the participants partake of bread and the
fruit of the vine, but still it is aspiritual feast,
engaged in to satisfy one’s hunger or to quench the
thirst, but as ameans to remember Jesus and what he
did to enable man to be saved.

Second, Who instituted or who began this Supper?
Jesus himself did. During the feast of the Passover,
and annual feast according to the Law, Christ gathered
his Apostles together to celebrate this last supper before
his death on the cross. It was on this occasion that he
introduced the idea of the Lord’s Supper, asupper that
would be partaken of by his followers for the express

of remembering his suffering and the shedding of
his blood. But let’s read some of the setting and the
part that deals with the institution of the Lord’s Supper
so we can get the full picture. We read: “Now the first
day of the feast of unleavened bread the disciples came
to Jesus, saying unto him. Where wilt thou that we

for thee to eat the passover? And he said, Go

Af te r t he same

I t i s n o t

r e a s o n

p r e p a r e
into the city to such aman, and say unto him. The
Master saith. My time is at hand; Iwill keep the

at thy house with my disciples. And thep a s s o v e r
disciples did as Jesus had appointed them; and they
made ready the passover. Now when the even was come,
he sat down with the twelve. And as they did eat he
said. Verily Isay unto you, that one of you shall betray,
me. And they were exceeding sorrowful, and began every
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one of them to say unto him. Lord, is it I? And he
answered and said, He that dippeth his hand with
the dish, the same shall betray me. The Son of man goeth
as it is written of him; but woe unto that man by whom
the Son of man is betrayed! it had been good for that
man if he had not been born. Then Judas, which betrayed
him, answered and said. Master, is it I? He said unto
him. Thou hast said. And as they were eating, Jesus took
bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the
disciples, and said. Take, cat; this is my body. And he
took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them,
saying. Drink ye all of it; For this is my blood of the
new testament, which is shed for many >for the

remission of sins. But Isay unto you, Iwill not drink
henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I
drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom. And when
they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of
Olives.” (Matthew 26:17-30).

m e i n

So this was the supper
that the Lord’s people would be partaking of after his
departure from them. Yet he would continue to be with
them in Spirit and have fellowship with them as they
partook of this supper. (Matthew 18:20).

Third, What was the bread made from in this case?
As with the feast of the Passover, the bread would be
unleavened bread, that is without any yeast or leavening
mIt. (Exodus 12:17; Matthew 26:17).

Fourth, What was the cup? This was the fruit of the
vine or grape juice. It was something that was most
pentiful at that time and it continues to be that way up
to this time. Even in those places where grapes are not
grown, they are still available on the market.

Fifth, Was the bread the literal body of Jesus Chrisf>
There arc those who teach that the instant that one
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partakes of the bread that it automatically turns into the
physical, literal body of Christ. Of course this is not true.
Surely the Lord would not want us to be cannibalistic.
The idea for this probably developed on the grounds that
Jesus said, “Take eat, this is my body.” (Matthew 26:26).
But Paul said in ICorinthians 11:24 that the bread should
be partaken of in the remembrance of the body of Christ.
The Lord was merely giving the disciples something that
would help them to remember the body of Christ, the
suffering of his body, all that he went through to make it
possible for man to be saved.

Sixth, Was the cup or the fruit of the vine the literal
blood of Jesus Christ? No, it was not. Christ said that
the cup was his blood in the sense that it represented his
blood. (Matthew 26:26, 28). But again, Paul said that
we should partake of it in remembrance of the blood of
Christ. (1 Corinthians 11:25). The fruit of the vine then
would be something that would help the disciples to re¬
member how Christ had shed his blood that man might
be saved. That is the true significance of it. The Scriptures
forbid the eating or drinking of any kind of blood. (Acts
15:29).

Seventh, Where was the Lord’s Supper to be partaken
of back then, and even today? In the Lord’s kingdom,
the church. (Matthew 26:29).

Eighth, On what day of the week should the Lord’s
people partake of it? We read in Acts 20:7 where Paul
and the brethren met on the first day of the week to
worship and apart of that was the partaking of the
Lord’s Supper. We read: “And upon the first day of
the wcek, when the disciples came together to break bread,
Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow
and continued his speech until midnight.” The breakin g
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of bread here has reference to the Lord’s Supper.
Ninth, Wouldn’t some other day of the week do just

as well? No, since the Lord has specified that the first day
of the week is to be the day of worship, then we must
confine our worship to that day.

Tenth, How often are Christians to partake of the
Lord’s Supper? Well, there is afirst day of the week in
each week, and Christians are to meet each first day of
the week. (Acts 2:42; 1Corinthians 16:2). Therefore we
are to partake of the Lord’s Supper each first day of the
w e e k .

Eleventh, How should we approach the Lord’s Supper?
Paul spoke of the Lord’s instituting this Supper, and then
he said, “For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this
cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come. Wherefore
whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the
Lord, unworthily, shall be guilt of the body and blood of
the Lord. But let aman examine himself, and so let him
eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. For he that
eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh
damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body.
(Acts 11:26-29).

Twelfth, What then is the real purpose of the Lord’s
Supper? The Lord’s Supper was intended to be a
memorial feast, ameans of helping one to remember the
Lord’s body and all the suffering that he experienced so
that man might be saved, and the means of helping one to
r e m e m b e r t h e b l o o d o f C h r i s t a n d h o w t h a t i t w a s s h e d

that man might have the remission of his sins. The bread
then reminds of the body of Christ and the cup reminds
u s o f t h e b l o o d o f C h r i s t .

Thirteenth, Who is to Partake of the Lord’s Supper?
Christ ians, that is, fai thful members of the Lord’s

» »
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C h u r c h .

Fourteenth, Who is to be honored and benefitted by
partaking of the Lord’s Supper? Christ is the one to be
honored and remembered. Each Christian that partakes
of it is strengthened. It helps us not to forget the price
that was paid for our salvation. In partaking of it, we
look back to the cross of Christ; we look forward to the
Lord’s return; and we point the world to Christ and the
s a l v a t i o n t h a t h e o f f e r s .

My friend, if you are not aChristian and amember
of the Lord’s church, we would like to invite you to
become obedient to the Lord that you might be saved,
that you might be added to the church, and that you
might partake of the Lord’s Supper each first day of the
week in rememberance of the Lord’s Suffering and the
shedding of his blood that you might be saved. If we can
help you with this, please let us know.

Thank you for listening, and goodbye for now.
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L e s s o n 2 0

G I V I N G

Thank you, and in the name of Christ Iwelcome yoa
to this Bible program.

Iam back with another set of questions that have to
do with amajor Bible subject. Iinvite you to study with
m e a t t h i s t i m e .

We arc going to be asking and answering some
questions about Bible giving or what the Bible teaches
about scriptural giving.

First, What do you mean by giving? Why schould we
have to give anything? Doesn’t the Bible teach that it is
God that gives? Contrary to what some think, the Bible
does teach the importance of giving or contributing to the
Lord’s cause. It is also true that God has given the
greatest gift of all—His Son. (John 3:16, 17). For sure,
we cannot out give God, but still he expects us to give a
portion of what we have to him and his cause. Paul said.

Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said.
It is more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35).

Second, Who is to give? Giving is required of God’s
people. It is up to those of us who belong to the Lord to
give of our means to enable the church to do its work.
In 1Corinthians 16:1, 2Paul refers to both the churches
in Galatia and in Corinth as having the responsibility of
giving.

( <
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Third, What are some of the rules or guidelines for
giving? Paul mentions several of these, but before we list
them, let’s read the actual statements. For example, he
said, “Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I
have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do
ye. Upon the first day of the week let every one of you
lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that
there be no gatherings when Icome.” (1 Corinthian*
16:1, 2). He continues, “But this Isay. He which soweth
sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth
bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every man
according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give;
not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God lovcth acheerful
giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:6, 7). Now from these passages
of scripture, let us notice some specific points that are
m a d e .

1. The giving was to be done on the first day of the
week. This is the day of the week that God’s people are
to come together to worship. Giving is apart of worship
in the sense that i t is to be done when the church is

assembled, and that which is given represents hours or
time that has been spent to earn that money and then
that is given so it can be used in help to promote the
L o r d ’ s w o r k .

2. Every Christian is to participate, that is, if they
have earned and are able to give.

3. Each one is to lay by in store, that is, according to
what he has. If he has money, then he is to give according
to the way he has earned. If he lives out in avillage and
doesn’t have money then he may want to give some rice,
some eggs, or whatever he can give.

4. Each one is to give as he has prospered. If he
hasn’t earned anything during the past week then he is
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not expected to give because he doesn’t have anytninĝ o
If he has earned then he is to give as he has

prospered. In Old Testament times the people were
expected to give one tenth of their earnings. We arc
living under the law of Christ, which is so much better.
Although the Bible doesn’t teach that we are to give a
tenth today, but that we give as we have been prospered.
It would be assumed that we should give more than a
tenth. But each one knows what he has earned and the
Lord leaves it up to each one to decide for himself what

give.

he will give.
5. We are to give as we have purposed. That means

that we should think about what we have earned during
the past week, and that even before it is time to give that
..: should decide what we are going to give. When an
individual reaches into his pocket or purse at the last
minute and pulls out afew coins or afew small paper
notes and puts that into the collection plate or basket then
it means that in all probability that he has not given
he should. Certainly he didn’t plan his giving. Remember
that one should give as he has been prospered.

6. We are not to give grudgingly or of necessity. In
other words, we should not feel that we are being forced
to give. No one is making us give. Not even God would
force us to give. Giving is something that God wants us
to do, but it is afree will offering. If we are giving
grudgingly or of necessity, then it is for the wrong motive
and therefore the Lord will not be pleased with our

w e

a s

g'ving. , _ ,
7. We are to give cheerfully. God loves cheerful

givers, those who happily give.
Please note that Paul laid down aprinciple of sowing

and reaping in 2Corinthians 9:6. He says that if one
1 2 2



«ows sparingly then his harvest will be small. But if he
sows bountifully that his harvest will be bountiful. He
applies this to our giving. If we give little then we will
receive less. If we give more then we will receive more.
Even then one should not say, “I am going to give more
s o t h a t I w i l l r e c e i v e m o r e . 9 f W h e n o n e h a s t h i s a t t i t u d e

then it means that his motives are not what they should
b e .

Fourth, What does the Bible teach about tithing?
Tithing was practiced under the Law of Moses. It ceased
to be binding when the law was removed by the death of
C h r i s t . Under the new law we are to give as we have
been prospered. That might mean giving more than one
tenth of our earnings, but the Bible does not mention any
figure .

Fifth, What does the Bible say about the Corinthians
giving themselves first to the Lord? Paul spoke of the
churches in Macedonia being poor, materially, but they
still wanted to give and did give because they had first
given themselves to the Lord. (2 Corinthians 8:1-5).

Sixth. How did the early Christians look on giving or
fellowship? We read concerning those who obeyed the
Lord on the day of Pentecost in the city of Jerusalem,

And they continued stcdfastly in the apostles’ doctrine
and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.
(Acts 2:42). Fellowship here is said to be giving. There
is no greater way of having fellowship than through that
of sharing in giving.

Seventh, What arc some other ways of giving? The
Apostles talked about giving up their lands, houses, and
families to follow Christ. We read, “Then answered Peter
and said unto him, Behold, we have forsaken all, and
fallowed thee; what shall we have therefore? A,ijd Jesus

« <
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said unto them. Verily Isay unto you,, that yc which have
followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man
shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon
twelve throne, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And
every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren or
sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands,
for my name’s sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and
shall inherit everlasting life. But many that are first shall
be last; and the last shall be first.” (Matthew 19:27-30.)

Now, what have we learned from all of this:
1. God has given more to man that man can ever

give to him. He has given his Son, Jesus Christ, to save
the lost and dying wold, and he has blessed man

imaginable, and above all, has promised toin every way
give the obedient and the faithful eternal life.

2. Still God requires that his people give aportion of
their earnings to him so that his cause might be advanced.
The church then is expected to give and then the church
is to take that money and use it to preach the gospel, to
help the needy, etc.

3. The giving of the church is to be done on the first
day of the week.

4. All of God’s people are to give, as they have been
prospered, as they have purposed in their heart, and they
arc to do it cheerfully.

5. God will bless those who give according to his
w i l l .

My friend, there is nothing greater than being a
Christian. We have been talking about what we owe God
o r o u r

given . .
giving is done out of aheart of love and thanksgiving.

If you are not aChristian, we want to encourage you

responsibility of giving to God’s cause, but he has
t o h i m . O u rus far more than we can ever give
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to get acquainted with Christianity. Learn of God and
his Son, Jesus Christ. Become abeliever. Obey him by
repenting of your sins, confessing your faith in Christ and
by being baptized for the remission of your sins,
the Lord will save you and add you to his church
according to Acts 2.

Should you need some literature, have questions, need
assistance in your obedience to the Lord, or whatever,
just let us know.

God be with you and bless you, and goodbyei till next

T h e n

t i m e .
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Lesson 21

T H E C H R I S T I A N L I F E

Thank you, and Iam happy to be able to greet you
again in the name of Christ.

Iam back with another lesson in aseries of lessons
where we are asking questions and giving Bible answers

some important Bible theme. Please join me as we
study together.

For our consideration at this time we are going to

o n

think about the Christian life.
First, What do you mean by the Christian life? We
talking about those who have obeyed the gospel by

believing in Christ, repenting of their sins, confessing
Christ to be the Son of God, and have been baptized for
the remission of sins, and thus they have been added to
the Lord’s church and now they are Christians, and as
such they are living for Christ. Now that is the Christian
life that we are talking about.

Second, What else docs the Christian life suggest? In
becoming aChristian then one is born again according to
John 3:3-5 and as such he is anew creature or person in

Therefore if any man be in Christ,

a r e

C h r i s t . P a u l s a i d ,
he is anew creature: old things are passed away; behold,

(2 Corinthians 5:17).

( (

all things are become new.
To be aChristian, then one is afollower of Christ.

Christ said, “If any man will come after me, let him deny
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himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.
(Luke 9:23). Here Christ is saying that if we are going
to follow him then we must repent, quit putting our
trust in ourselves, and give up any and every thing that
would keep us from giving our all to him, that we should
take up his work daily, and follow him or live only for
h i m .

To be aChristian we must wear the Lord’s name. We
told that the disciples were first called Christians at

Antioch. (Acts ll:26). After Paul had preached to King
Agrippa, he responded by saying, “Almost thou persua-
dest me to be aChristian.” (Acts 26:28). Peter said, “But
let none of you suffer as amurderer, or as athief, or as
an evildoer, or as abusybody in other men’s matters. Yet
if any man sufier as aChristian, let him not be ashamed
but let him glorify God on this behalf.” (1 Peter 4:15, 16).
We are told that salvation is in the name of Christ (Acts
4:12), and Paul said, “And whatsoever ye do in word or
deed.'do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
to God and the Father by him.” (Colossians 3:17). How

claim to be aChristian if we do not even wear the

a r e

c a n w e

Lord’s name? And how can we honour the Lord if we give
all the credit to someone else? Such things would be
impossible.

To live the Christian life we must live pure and godly
lives. The Apostle Paul wrote Titus, “For the grace of
God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men.
Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts,

should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this
present world; Looking for that blessed hope, and the
glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour
Jesus Christ; Who gave himself for us, that he might'
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a
peculiar people, zealous of good works. These things

w e
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speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no
man despise thee.” (Titus 2:11-15). To Timothy, Paul
exhorted, “Lay hands suddenly on no man, neither be
partaker of other men’s sins: keep thyself pure.” (1
Timothy 5:22). Peter declared to the Christians of his
day, “Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober,
and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought
unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; As obedient,
children, not fashioning yourselves according to the
former lusts in your ignorance: But as he which hath
called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of
sation; Because it is written. Be ye holy; for Iam holy.
And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of
persons judgeth according to every man’s work, pass the
time of your sojourning here in fear: Forasmuch as ye
know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things,
as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received
by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious
blood of Christ, as of alamb without blemish and with¬
out spot: Who verily was foreordained before the founda¬
tion of the world, but was manifest in these last times for
you. Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up
from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and
hope might be in God. Seeing ye have purified your souls
in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned
love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a
pure heart fervently: Being born again, not of corruptible
seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which
liveth and abideth for ever. (1 Peter 1:13-23).

To live the Christian life we must grow and become
strong in the power of his might. Being born again
spiritually, then we begin as new creatures or as new
born babes. Peter reminds us, “As new born babes, desire

c o n v e r -
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the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby.
(1 Peter 2:2). As we feed upon God’s word, then we
begin to add those things that helps us to grow. Peter
continues, by saying, “And beside this, giving all diligence,
add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge: And
to knowledge temperance: and to temperance patience;
and to patience godliness; And to godliness brotherly
kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. For if these
things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye
shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh these things
is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that
he was purged from his old sins. Wherefore the rather,
brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election
sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: For
so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly
into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ.
(2 Peter 1:5-11).

To l i ve the Chr is t ian l i fe we must be workers and
bear precious fruit for the Lord. Paul wrote, “Therefore,
my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” (1 Corin¬
thians 15:58). When Christ compared the Church and
Christians to avine and branches, then he showed the
importance of the branches abiding in the vine and
bearing fruit. Hear him, as he says, “I am the true vine,
and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch in me
that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth
more fruit. Now ye are clean through the word which I
have spoken unto you. Abide in me, and Iin you. As
the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in
the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. Iam

» >
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the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and
1in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit; for without

If aman abide not in me, he isme ye can do nothing,
cast forth as abranch, and is withered; and men gather
them, and cast them into the fire, and they arc burned.
If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall
ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. Herein
is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye
be my disciples”. (John 15:1-8). Christ says that we are

salt of the earth and lights of the world.
Let your l ight so

t o b e t h e

(Matthew 5:13-15). He continued,
shine before men, that they may see your good works,
and glorify your Father which is in heaven. ( M a t t h e w

5:16).
To have eternal life with the Lord, the Christian must

be faithful unto death. Christ said, ‘‘Be thou faithful unto
death, and Iwill give thee acrown of life.
2:10). Continuing, ‘‘Blessed are they that do his command¬
ments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and
may enter in through the gates into the city.” (Revelation

(Revelation
» »

22:14).
Third, But isn’t the Christian life too hard? Isn’t it a

God doesn’t ask more of ussad dull life? Not at all,
than we can do. Furthermore, as Christians we are free
from so many things that would hurt us and that would

Paul declhred, ‘‘For the wages of sinfinally destroy us.
is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.” (Romans 6:23). Again, Paul wrote the

Rejoice in the Lord alway: and
(Philippians 4:4).

i iPhilippian Christians,
again Isay, Rejoice.

My friends, don’t feel sorry for the Christian. Rather,,
the Christian feels sorry for those who are not Christians.

Please think about the Christian life, the blessings that
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it brings to one, and the hope that it gives. We would
pray that you might want to become aChristian. If we
c a n be of help, please let us know.

Thank you for your time, and we hope to be back on
the next regular broadcast. Until then, Ibid you
goodbye.
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Lesson 22

M A R R I A G E

Thank you, and Igreet you in the name of Jesus
C h r i s t .

We are ready now to resume our question and
answer se r ies o f B ib le s tud ies .

Our subject for this time will have to do with
m a r r i a g e .

First, How would you define marriage? Marriage
involves a“ceremony, act, or contract by which aman
and woman become husband and w i fe ,
legal side of it, or complying with the rules and regula¬
tions required by the law of the country. Most do not
consider that marriage is complete until the husband and
wife have come together in sexual contact or until the
marriage has been consumated. Spiritually, God reco¬
gnizes any couple is being married, whether they or
followers of Christ or not, as long as they have aright
to marriage, and they meet the requirements of the law.

Many countries recognize what they call common law
marriage. This is where acouple begin to live with
each other, and after aset period of time, the law says
that they arc legally married. Most people frown on
this type of practice because they do not go through the
normal procedure prescribed by law.

Second, What was the first marriage that we have on

T h i s i s t h e
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record? That was the marriage of Adam and Eve, the
first man and woman. God created Adam and then he
took arib from Adam's side and made an help meet for
him. We read, “And the Lord God caused adeep
sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one
of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; And
the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made
he awoman, and brought her unto the man. And
Adam said. This is now bone of my bones, ■and flesh
of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was
taken out of Man. Therefore shall aman leave his
father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife:
and they shall be one flesh.” (Genesis 2:21-24). Thus,
marriage is the oldest living institution in the world
today, dating all the way back to the very beginning.

Third, What about marriage under the Law of
Moses? In Matthew 19 we have Jesus discussing this
matter. We read, “And it came to pass that when
Jesus had finished these sayings, he departed from
Galilee, and came into the coasts of Judaea beyond
Jordan; And great multitudes followed him; and he
healed them there. The Pharisees also came unto him,
tempting him, and saying unto him. Is it lawful for a
man to put away his wife for every cause? And he
answered and said unto them. Have ye not read, that he )
which made them at the beginning made them male
and female. And said. For this cause shall aman leave
father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they
twain shal l be one flesh? Wherefore they are no more
twain but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined
together, let no man put asunder. They say unto him.
Why did Moses then command to give awriting of
divorcement, and to put her away? He saith unto them„
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Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered
you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it
was not so.” (Matthew 19:1-8). Now what is the Lord
saying here? He points out that under law of Moses the
people were allowed to give awriting of divorcement
because of the hardness of their hearts, but that from
the beginning it was not so. Such is to say that it has
always been God’s will that there should be one man
and one woman in marriage, and that they should
cont inue to l ive as husband and wife unt i l one or the
o t h e r d i e d .

Fourth, What did Christ have to say about divorce
and remarriage? Continuing in Matthew 19, he said.

And Isay unto you. Whosoever shall put away his
wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry
another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her
which is put away doth commit adultery.” (Matthew
19:9). Now please note that Jesus makes this statement
after acknowledging that Moses had allowed the people
of their day to give awriting of divorcement because of
the hardness of their hearts. But he says that now, and
that would come on up to our time, that if acouple are
mar r i ed and tha t t he re i s no cause fo r d i vo rce , t ha t
neither one have been unfaithful to the other, that there
has been no sexual immorality, then if they divorced
and both remarried then both would be committing
adultery and the ones that married them would be
guilty of adultery. Or if just one should marry again,
then he or she would be committing adultery and the
one that married that person would be committing
adultery. The one that was divorced and did not
remarry then of course that person would not be guilty
of committing adultery. At the same time, if the divorce

u
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had come about without any scriptural reason, then even
that person could not remarry without committ ing
adu l te ry.

Continuing, Jesus says that there was but one reason
for divorce and remarriage and that was for the cause of
fornication, or sexual immorality. In that case, the
innocent party could put away or divorce the guilty
party, and the innocent party would be able to remarry,
provided the marriage was with someone who had not.
been married before or who had ascriptural right to
remarry. What about the person who was guilty of
fornication? Although divorced by the innocent party,
the guilty party cotild not remarry. If the guilty party
should remarry then he or she would be committing
adultery. Furthermore, the one that marries the guilty
party would be entering into astate of adultery.

Fifth, What is divorce? It is alegal dissolvmcnt of a
marriage. It is aseparation. Let it be understood though
that while the law may recognize adivorce, the Lord may
not. In the eyes of the Lord, the only way there can be
adivorce or the breaking up of amarriage is where one
of the marriage partners has been unfaithful to the other
o r h a s c o m m i t t e d f o r n i c a t i o n .

Sixth, What is adultery? That is where aman and a
woman live together in an unlawful or unscriptural state
even though the law of the land may recognize it.

Seventh, What can adulterers do? They can repent of
their sin, or quit living in their adultery. Once one has
committed adultery then even though he gives up his
adultery, he can never be scripturally married again. That
means that he must then live alone for the rest of his life.
But wouldn’t that be difficult to do? Yes, and many will
not pay this price. But when one sins, then sometimes
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the penalty for it is great.
Eighth, What will happen to those adulterers who will

not repent? Not only will they be lost, but they may
cause others to be lost. Adultery is something that one
cannot do by himself. It always involves at least one
other, and the side effects would be that others could
follow the example set and that would also cause them
to be lost. In Galatians 5:19-21 Paul lists adultery as-
being one of the works of the flesh and he says that
those who do such cannot inherit the kingdom of God.
He says that these kind of people cannot even enter the
church, but if they can’t enter the church because of
such asin, what if they commit adultery after they
become Christians? Then that means that they have
sinned and unless they repent of it, and quit living in ,
adultery, then they cannot go to heaven.

Ninth, What if one’s companion dies? Then the
one living is free to remarry, provided he or she marries

Paul wrote, “For thesomeone that is free to marry,
woman which hath an husband is bound to her husband
so long as he liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is
loosed from the law of her husband. So then if, while
her husband liveth, she be married to another man, she
shall be called an adulteress: but if her husband be dead,
she is free from the law; so that she is no adulteress,
though she be married to another man.” (Romans
7:2, 3). Paul goes on to show that the same is true
spiritually with the Lord’s people. He states that since
the law has died, then God’s people have been free to
marry again, and in that case, they were free to marry
Christ. All Christians today are spiritually married
to Christ, or as the church, we are the spiritual bride of
Christ. (Romans 7:4; Ephesians 5:23-33). Should we
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leave the Lord and his church, and join ourselves to
some religious group or denominational church, then we
would be committing spiritual adultery.

Tenth, What does God want then? He wants us to
be scripturally married—one husband and one wife—and
that they should be faithful to each other until death
separates them. Spiritually, he wants
t h a t w e us to obey him so

can be members of the church, Christ’s bride
and he wants us to be faithful unto death.

So. marriage is avery important institution, physi¬
cally and spiritually. Are you married? Do
scriptural marriage? Are

y o u h a v e
you married to Christ, that

IS, are you aChristian and amember of his church?
It not, Ipray that you’ll want to. If we can answer
question or help in any way, please let us know.

I’ll close for this time. Bye for
a n y

n o w .
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L e s s o n 2 3

F A L L I N G A W A Y

Thank you, and 1come to you again in the name of
Jesus Christ. Greetings to each one of you, and Ihope

will take the next few minutes to study with me fromy o u
the word of God.

We will be asking some questions today about the
erring child of God or that of falling from God’s grace.
We will not only ask questions but we will be seeking

for those questions, and to do that we’ll turn toa n s w e r s

God’s word i tself.
the Bible teach that once one has beenFi rs t , Does

born again, or saved, that he can so sin as to fall away
be lost? To begin with, let it be understood

Christ that he will always be in
member of the Lord’s

a n d fi n a l l y
t h a t o n c e o n e e n t e r s

Christ, that once he becomes a
family or church, that he will always be amember. But
there are two ways that one can be in Christ and the
church or achild of God. One can be faithful member

For example, when one isu n f a i t h f u l m e m b e r.or an 

born into afamily then he will always be amember of
that family. He cannot be unborn. His father and mother,
because of his conduct or his rejection of them.

B u t s t i l l , h e i smay disown him or disinherit him.
amember of that family. Likewise, once b o r n i n t o t h e

will always be amemberLord’s spiritual family then w e
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of that family. We may so live as to cause our selves

JSh Z' ^ ^ r e u n f a i t h f u lmembers then we cannot be eternally saved, but
still members.

w e a r e

. Where does the Bible teach this? Wei) let’s
.lust give some examples of what we are talking about

Sapphira were members of the
church but when they lied about the amount of
they had received for their
that both were struck dead.

m o n e y
property, then the record s a y s

fActs 5:1-11). Now would
say tliatthey will be eternally saved in spite of their

lying. Surely not. Then in Acts 8:9-25 we have the
story of Simon the sorcerer, and how he obeyed the
gospel, along with many of the Samaritans. Then
Peter and John

y o u

w h e n

lay their hands on some of the
people that they might have the power of the Holy SpiritSimon tried to buy the power of the Holv Spirit with
money. The record says, “But Peter said unto him
Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thoughi
t̂ liat the gift of God may be purchased with monev. Thou
hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is
not right in the sight of God. Repent therefore of this
thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of
thine heart may be forgiven thee. For Iperceive that
thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of
iniquity. Then answered Simon, and said. Pray ye to the
Lord for me, that none of these things which ye have
spoken come upon me.“ ‘ Now who was Simon? He
1child of God? What crime did he commit? He tried
5uy the power of God with

> >

w a s

t o

money. What did Peter say’
le told Simon that be should repent. And by the way
his shows that he vvas amember of the Lord’s family!
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Peter did not encourage him to obey God to become a
child of God, but he simply told this child of God that
he make things right with his Father,
do? He asked for prayer. Evidently then, he repented
and was restored. But what if he had not repented?
Could he have been saved anyway? Surely not.

Paul said that Demas had forsaken him because of his
love for the present world. (2 Timothy 4:10). Paul said
on another occasion to Timothy, “This charge Icommit
unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies which
went before on thee, that thou by them mightest war a
sood warfare; Holding faith, and agood conscience;
which some having put away concerning faith have made
shipwreck: Of whom is Hymenaens and Alexander; whom

delivered unto Satan, that they may learn not to
blaspheme.” (1 Timothy 1:18-20). Now did Paul know
what he was talking about? He said that these brothers
had made shipwreck of their faith and that he was
delivering them to Satan. But you might say. They

not real Christians.” Surely Paul would
He was being guided by the Holy Spirit

W h a t d i d S i m o n

I h a v e

probably were
h a v e k n o w n ,

surely the Holy Spirit would have revealed to him
that these men were imposters if indeed they were. But

them as being God s

a n d

he didn’t, and Paul looked upon
children. In spite of that, they made shipwreck of their
faith. Even if they had corrected their lives later, what if
they had died while they were in alost condition? Andreturned to the Lord.from all indications, they never

Third, Why would achild of God go back into sin?
He may be tempted toThere are many reasons for this,

back into the world. He may be deceived by false
He may love the praises of men more than the

of God. There are many reasons, of course, but
g o
t e a c h e r s ,

praises <
1 4 0



1he fact is, one cannot fall away from the grace of God
and finally be lost. Peter said, “For if after they have
escaped the pollutions of the world through the know*
ledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they
again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is

with them than the beginning. For it had been
better for them not to have known the way of righteous¬
ness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the
holy commandment delivered unto them. But it is
happened unto them according to the true proverb. The
dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that
was washed to her wallowing in the
22). Now how in this world could one conclude after
reading this scripture that one cannot fall away?

Fourth, What will happen to those who fall away? I
think that has already been made very clear. Surely if
one is achild of God, and then goes back into the world,
he will be lost, and if he remains in that state until he
Jies, then he will be eternally lost. In picturing the time
Df the Lord’s return, we read,
lend forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his
cingdom all things that offend, and them which do
niquity; And shall cast them into afurnace of fire:
here shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then shall
he righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of
he i r Fa ther.

a r c

w o r s e

9 > (2 Peter 2:20-m i r e .

T h e S o n o f m a n s h a l l

Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.
Matthew 13:41-43). Now that doesn’t sound as though
hose people are going to heaven, does it? Where were
hey? In the Lord’s kingdom or church. But still they
/ere lost and therefore the Lord sent his angels to gather
hem out so they could be cast into the fire. What about
le righteous of the kingdom? They would go to be with
l e L o r d .

9 9
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Fifth, But how can anyone pluck achild of God out
of the Lord’s hand? No one can. Christ said, “My sheep
hear my voice, and Iknow them, and they follow me;
And Igive unto them eternal life; and they shall never
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.
My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and
no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand.
(John 10:27-29). Again, no man can pluck God’s children
out of his hand, but what if they choose to leave. God
cannot keep them if they don’t want to remain. He would
not force them to be saved if they didn’t want to be
s a v e d .

For Iam persuaded, that neither death.Paul said,
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor
things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth,
nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
(Romans 8:38-39). Yes, that is true, but we can do what
others cannot do. We can simply walk off and leave God.
Hopefully, we won’t, but the point is, we can.

Sixth, Now let me ask this question: What about all
of the many conditions stated in the scriptures? What are
those for if it doesn’t matter any way, if we can’t be lost;
But what does the scripture say? We are told to take heec
lest we fall. (1 Corinthians 10:12). Christ says that w<
must remain faithful unto death to receive the crown o
life. (Revelation 2:10). And there are hundreds of othei
conditions given in the scriptures. Why are those there i
it doesn’t matter whether you comply with them or not?

My friends, God has done his part in making it possi
ble for us to be saved. And as long as we will compl;
with God’s wishes, and we’ll remain faithful, then ther

t o s n a t c h uis no way for us to be lost or for anyone
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away from God. But we are free moral agents. We can
choose to obey God or to deny him. And if we are
children of God, we may choose to be faithful or unfaith¬
ful. Then God will save us or not save us on the basis of
how we respond to his will.

Are you aChristian? Are you afaithful Christian? I
pray you are, but if you are not, Ipray again that you
may. Obey the Lord by believing in him, by repenting of
your sins, by confessing Christ to be God’s Son, and by
being baptized for the remission of your sins. (Acts 2).
Then as aChristian and as amember of the Lord’s family,
the church, be determined that you are going to remain
faithful so that heaven may be yours.

If we can help you with any of these matters, please let
u s k n o w .

But my time is up. More next time. Until then, I
bid you goodbye.
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L e s s o n 2 4

F A L S E T E A C H I N G

Thank you, and greetings to our listeners in the name
o f C h r i s t .

Welcome back to another broadcast of the Voice of
Truth. It is apleasure to be able to visit with you again
for the purpose of studying the word of God.
that you will join me for the next few minutes as we
consider some very important matters.

We will continue now with our series of lessons that
have to do with Bible question and answers. Our subject
has to do with false teaching.

First, What do you mean by false teaching? Iam
referring to any teaching that is contrary to the teaching
of Christ and the scriptures. That also means that behind
every false teaching there is afalse teacher. In other
words they teach things that are not true. Christ warned,
Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s

clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. (Matthew
7:15).

I t r u s t

t i

Second, Why would anyone teach things that are false?
Most of them don’t do it purposely or intentionally.
Such is to say that they are deceived themselves and then
they sincerely pass it on to others. Christ said, “Not
every one that saith unto me. Lord, Lord, shall enter into
the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my
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Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name?
and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name
done many wonderful works? And then will Iprofess
unto them, Inever knew you: depart from me, ye that
work iniquity.” (Matthew 7:21-23). Now who were these
people? Religious people, evidently. And surely they
were honestly and sincerely mistaken. The Lord said then
that he would have to disown them on the day of
judgment because they did not belong to him. But before
that time think of the many they would deceive and then
those deceived would deceive others, and so on.

Third. What are some false teachings of our day?
There are so many, but we’ll consider afew of the most
popular ones. For example, it is said that one can be
saved without being baptized. True, baptism only will
not save, but the scriptures definitely teach that one must
be baptized. Christ said, “He that belicveth and is
baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be
damned.” (Mark 16:16). Peter told acrowd of believers
in Jerusalem that they should repent and be baptized for
the remission of their sins. (Acts 2:38). Furthermore,
the scriptures teach that one must be baptized to enter
Christ and his church. (Galatians 3:26, 27; 1Corinthians
12:13). Now does that sound like one can be saved
without being baptized? But another false teaching is that
the church is not important or that one church is as good
as another. That may be true with denominational
churches, but the Bible teaches that Christ is saviour of
the body, the church. (Ephesians 5:23). We read that
there is but one body or church (Ephesians 4:4), that
Christ died for it (Ephesians 5:25), and that he shed his
blood that he might purchase it. (Acts 20:28). Now
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would all of that be true if the church was not important?
Still another false teaching is that there are many ways
to heaven. They say that we just go different ways but
that we are all trying to go to the same place. But Iread
that Christ is the way to heaven (John 14:6), that it is a
narrow way (Matthew 7:13, 14), and that if one tries to
climb up another way then he is considered athief and a
robber. (John 10:1). Still another false teaching is that
Christ will come back one day and reign over the righte¬
ous in the city of Jerusalem for one thousand years. This
is not true. There is no verse of scripture in the Bible
that says that Christ will ever set foot on this earth again.
Why should he come back to the earth when he was
rejected and crucified when he was here before? When
Christ comes, he will come as athief or at atime that the
majority will not be expecting him, and then he shall
appear in the clouds, the righteous will be caught up to
meet him, the heavens and the earth shall be destroyed,
the judgment will take place, and the wicked shall be
into eternal punishment, and the righteous will go to be
with God forevermore. We may read all of this in John
14:1-3; 1Thessalonians 4:13-18; 2Peter 3:10-13; Matthew
25:46).

c a s t

Fourth, What are some other warnings concerning
false teachers and the things they teach? Paul said, “Now
Ibeseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there
be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined
together in the same mind and in the same judgment.’’
(1 Corinthians 1:10). In writing to the Romans, Paul
said,
cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which
ye have learned; and avoid them. For they that are such

Now Ibeseech you, brethren, mark them which
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serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and
by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the
simple”. (Romans 16:17, 18).

Fifth, How may we be able to tell whether one is
telling the truth or not? John said, “Beloved, believe not
every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God:
because many false prophets are gone out into the world.
(1 John 4:1). Now John says that when apreacher comes
along preaching something then we should test them or
try them. How can we do that? By taking what they say
and comparing it with the teaching of God’s word. Now
if it contradicts with the scripture, then guess who is m
error? It is certainly not the Lord’s word. Paul said that
he had preached the true gospel to the Galatians. He
also said that should he or an angel come from heaven
and preach another gospel, agospel different to the one
he had already preached, then the curse of the Lord would
be upon that person. (Galatians 1:6-9). My friends, there
are many preachers that are preaching adifferent gospel
to the one that Paul preached. Who are we going to listen
to? Man or the Lord? But what difference does it make?

makes the difference between being saved and being
lost. You cannot follow the teaching of man and expect
to go to heaven.

Continuing, John wrote, “Whosoever transgresseth,
and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God.
He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both
the Father and the Son. If there come any unto you and
bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house,
neither bid him God speed: For he that biddeth him God
speed is partaker of evil deeds.” (2 John 9-11). We read
in Revelation 22:18, 19 these words, “For Itestify unto

that heareth the words of the prophecy of this

I t

e v e r y m a n
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book, if any man shall add unto these things, God shall
add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:
And if any man shall take away from the words of the
book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out
of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from
the things which are written in this book.” (Revelation
22:18, 19). So if one comes teaching something cont ra ry
to the doctrine of Christ, or if one adds to the word or
subtracts from it, then he is afalse teacher that is teaching
those things that will damn and destroy.

So if you don’t want to be deceived in religious
matters, Iwould urge you to get aBible or New Testa¬
ment and begin to read it and to study it. Then with a
knowledge of what the Lord wants, and
along teaching something else, then you will be able to
see that. Therefore, you can reject false teaching.

Remember that God’s word is the truth (John 17:17),
and only it can save you and take you to heaven. (John
8:32; John 14:6).

s o m e o n e c o m e s

Are you aChristian? Are you amember of the church
that we can read about in the scriptures? If not, w e u r g e
you to become one. Remember that man-made churches,
man-made names, etc., cannot save you and take you to
heaven. Only by knowing the truth and obeying that
truth can the Lord save you and add you to his church.
(Acts 2).

If we can study with you, answer your questions, or
assist you in your obedience, please let us hear from
y o u .

Thank you for listening and Ihope to s e e y o u a g a i n
real soon. May God be with you till we meet again.
Goodbye for now.
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L e s s o n 2 5

W O R L D L I N E S S

Thank you, and greetings in the name of Christ to my
friends of the radio audience. Ihave no way of knowing
how many of you are listening but Iam confident that
many are listening at this time and Iam encouraged by
t h a t .

Icertainly want to welcome you to this period of
Bible study and hope you will find it profitable.

We will continue our studies along the line of asking
questions on some subject and then we’ll go to the Bible
f o r t h e a n s w e r s .

For the lesson at this time we are going to be thinking
a b o u t w o r l d l i n e s s .

First, you would naturally want to know. What is
worldliness? Worldliness is aterm that describes the
things of this world, actually to be more exact, the bad
things of this world. In other words, one is worldly when
he engages in the wicked things of this world.

Second, Was Christ worldly by coming into this
world? Jesus came into the world, and lived in the world
for some time, but he was not of the world, or did he do
the sinful things of the world. In speaking to the people
of his day, he said, “Ye are from beneath; Iam from
above: ye are of this world; Iam not of this world.
(John 8:23). In John 17:14 Christ said again, ’“I am not
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of the world.” After Jesus had been taken into custody
to be put on trial for his life on afalse charge, he said to
his captors, “My kingdom is not of this world: if
kingdom were of this world, then would
fight, that Ishould not be delivered to the Jews: but
is my kingdom not from hence.” (John 18:36).

Third, Were the Lord’s disciples of the world?
Concerning the disciples, Jesus said,
world, the world would love his own: but because ye are
not of the world, but Ihave chosen you out of the world,
therefore the world hateth

m y

m y s e r v a n t s
n o w

If ye were of the

» >

(John 15:19). In speak-y o u .

ing to his Father concerning his followers, Christ prayed,
Ihave given them thy word; and the world hath hated

them, because they are not of the world, even as Iam
n o t o f t h e w o r l d . ”

< (

Forth, What about Christians today ?The same
is true of them that was true with Lord’s disciples of his
day and that was true of Christ himself. We are in the
world, that is, we live on the earth with the people of
the world, but we are not of the world in the sense that
we do not do those things that are counted to be of the
world, that is, the sinful acts of the world. Again, we eat
and drink water, sleep, have our families, go to our jobs,
and do many other things that all other people do but
we do not do the works of the flesh or the sinful and
bad things of the world. For example, as Christians do
not kill, steal, curse, drink strong drink, gamble, engage
in immoral activities, and so on, with many other such
things. But you might point to on or more who claim
to be Christians that engage in some of those things,
and your question would be, “What about them.” It
just simply means that they are human beings and they
were tempted to do those things, and instead of refusing
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to do them, then they went on and did them. They
sinned in doing such things. They have brought

the Lord’s name. Theys h a m e o n t h e m s e l v e s a n d o n

must repent and return to God to be forgiven. John
wrote, “Love not the world, neither the things that
are in the world, If aman love the world, the
love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in
the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of
the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust
thereof; but he that doeth the will of God abideth for
ever.” (1 John 2:15-17). John here was talking about the
sinful things of the world, the lust of flesh, the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life, which covers the whole
spectrum of sinful activities. He says that all of these
things will perish but the one that does the will of God
will live for ever. Now which group had you rather be
w i t h a t t h e e n d o f t h e w o r l d ?

Fifth, But how can we separate ourselves from those
things that are worldly? It is true that we live in aworld
of sin, and that those who do bad and wrong things live
all around us. With this thought in mind, Paul said, “I
wrote unto you in an epistle not to company with fornica¬
tors: Yet not altogether with the fornicators of this world,
or with the covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters;
for then must ye needs go out of the world, But now I
have written unto you not to keep company, if any
that i s ca l led abro ther be a fo rn ica to r, o r cove tous , o r
an idolater, or arailer, or adrunkard, or an extortioner;
w i th such an one no no t t o ea t .

Paul says here that we live in aworld of fornicators, the
covetous, extortioners, and all other kinds of wicked
people, and to escape that we would have to leave this

m a n

(1 Corinthians 5:9-11).
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present world, but he says when it conies to abrother in
Christ who has engaged in such sinful practices that we
should not continue to fellowship him. The point that he
is making is that by not eating with him or having any¬
thing to do with him, we will not become spotted with
his sin, and then without our fellowship he may be
brought to the point of repenting of his sin and returning
t o G o d .

Sixth, How can we overcome the things of this world?
Paul said, to the Galatians, Grace be to you and peace
from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ,
Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us
from this present evil world, according to the will of God
and our Father: To whom be glory for ever and ever.
Amen.” (Galatians 1:3-5). We cannot overcome the world
by ourselves, but with the help of the Lord, who died to

us from the world, and by obeying his will, we can.
Again Paul said, “But God forbid that Ishould glory,
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the
world is crucified unto me, and Iunto the world.”
(Galatians 6:14). Here Paul says that he cannot take
credit for his salvation, or anything that he had done, but
that it was only through Christ that he had been able
separate himself from the world.

Seventh, Can you be more specific about what is
involved in becoming afollower of Christ and living the
Christian life? Of course Christ died on the cross that
man might be saved from his sins.

s a v e

t o

If one is to take

advantage of this then he must believe in the Lord, repent
of his sins, or quit doing those things that are bad and
wrong, and then he must confess Christ before
being the Son of God, and finally he must be baptized
to wash away his sins. This is taught in Mark 16:16 and

m e n a s
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N o w w i t hActs 2and many other p&ssages of scripture,
forgiveness, then the Lord adds one to the church. (AcU
2:47). He is now anew creature in Christ Jesus,
Corinthians 5:17). . .

Paul writes to the Colossian Christians about their
new life in Christ, and he says, “If ye then be risen with
Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ
sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on
things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead
and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Chr ,
who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear
with him in glory. Mortify therefore your members whicn
are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, mordmarc
affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness wic
idolatry: For which things’ sake the wrath of God cometn

the children of disobedience: In the which ye as
B u t n o w y e

o n

walked some time, when ye lived in them,
also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy,
fithy communication out of your mouth. Lie not oneanother, seeing that ye have put off the old man with
his deeds; And have put on the new man, which is renew
in knowledge after the image of him that created him.
Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor
uncircumcision. Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free, bu
Christ is all, and in all.” (Colossians 3:1-11). And on
and on we could go, but surely enough has been said to
show you the difference in worldliness and godlineŝ
James reminds us, “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know

that the friendship of the world is enmity with
whosoever therefore will be afriend of the wor

y c n o t
G o d ?

is the enemy of God.” (James 4:4).
My friend, you cannot be at

friend of God at the same time. You cannot engage in
friend of the world and a
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those things that are bad and »,„ng ,„d still plea-e GodIf we are gorng belong to the Lord then we nt« torn
s°it'an7 obf; rL’„?d"'V„d”f* ;,or;''"^‘ .
faithfuHo him. We pray that you will wanUo d̂ ĥ ®
LotdMase-LrS' "''f obey the

be back at the

a r e

Thank you for listening and i’ll i.
regular time. Until then, I’ll say goodbye.
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Lesson 26

t h e h e r e a f t e r

of Jesus Christ IgreetThank you, and in the name
with another period of Bible

o n a

y o u .
We are coming to youhave been studying with us

,but if this is the first time
want to warmly

Study. Perhaps you
regular basis, and Ihope so

hear this broadcast, then we
family of radio Bible students,

have to do with Bible
for this occasion will

The Future. It will deal
of Christ, the

for you to
welcome you into our

ies of studies at this time
O u r l e s s o n

Our se r i es

questions and answers.

b-L Gol created man’s physical ôdy. and then he°“1“=- . , r r,>ne<! is 2-7; Genesis 1:26, 2/J .

a s

e v e r y
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w i t h i n e a c h o fu. important, and worth more

Wftat then will happen to the soul? It will
spirit world to await the judgment
Hebrew writer said In Hebrew '
and then that will be followed by
said, “For as the body without
faith without works is dead also.”

escape death? No. All
changed if
then when the

enter into the
That’s what the

9.27. Death will come
the judgment. James

the spirit IS dead, so
(James 2:26). Can

must physically oie or be
are alive when the Lord

w e

w e
.. r e t u r n s , b u t e v e n

Seconrt r f'om the body then it dies.Second, Can we know when we are going to die?
foo isf ' " h o a r e s ofoolish as to take their own live
The scriptures tell 3or to commit suicide,

we are not to kill our fellow-
we sin against ourselves by taking

gave us life and we should not be
we would put an end to it.

we are conscious of what
we will have to
Then there

u s t h a t
man. Neither should

f o u r o w n l i f e . G o d
such an ingrate that
d o a n d I f w e

are doing then
answer to God for having done so

near death “ " V b enear death, and they may be aware of the fact thattheir death may come within mi

w e

m i n u t e s . B u t t h e a v p r a < r f >

might die in his youth Th“ fu ft. ^should nr.n, . ^ b’'̂ 'ble then teachcs that wetLt hel odh meet God. We are assuredhat the Lord has prepared aplace for us
Let not your heart be troubled:

believe also in me. In mv Fathe
sions: if it

Christ said,
ye believe in God,

r’s house are m a n y m a n -

you. Igo towere not so, Iwould have told
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prepare aplace for you. And if ierr. afor you Iwill come aoa- ĵ So and prepare aplace

oV-iva.,™,,-.
Third, What does the

Sm 5»r H.T-3° cVrI."®come a^in ’ P r o m i s e d t h a t h e w o u l d

S-^it“15'SrES=
of he Lord, and from the glory of his
shall come to be glorified i
in all them that believe

n o w i s t h e

B i b l e say about the return of

the presence
power; When he

in his saints, and to be admired
you wa, believed) in ih.t .WOContinuing Pau/savs ‘40^1' '‘""“'o"'”"® 1:7-10).s, x-dui says, But Iwould not have vnn trv k»

£=ES:r“ '^-H
^hem is, ^ God WnTwitr him°
:r.;tL::;rarra-rti~
Lô „te,r.â dr„j"gror'44:rS'
-::^d.reia^irers“"-“
which are alive and

Lord sha l l

a s h o u t ,
the trump of

rise first: Then
remain shall be caught up together

w e
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with them m Lord Wherefore comfort oneso shall we ever be with the Lo d 4.13.I8).
another with these wor ■ ^
Peter -ys/‘But the day othe Lô ^̂ ^
in ihe night; in the whic s h a l l m e l t w i t h
with agreat noise, works that are there infervent heat, the earth aho and
shall be burned up. ( purist said that he would
all of this mean? It means thâ
c„„.= again, and he vnll c o u r s e
f t a > h e w i l l c o n r e a s ■> „ „ a „ „ „ „ „ c . d
that just means that he wi e x p e c t e d ,
time. He will come atorepared Then when he
":es,’he’’wmco"’m“'in rdonds, every eye shall see hi™,
and the tighteons will be ““.harchrist will

“̂“"̂ I'er!::..:Sg,f .hem for one tbons.nd,will reign with
the earth? No, the

Rather it says that when
meet the Lord,

r e t u r n t o . the righteousand during this time
nd there will be peace upon

scriptures no where teach this. .
he contes again that «. Ube

y e a r s
h i m a

t h a t t h e

S ' i -S“
whom he hath

A s w e

c o m e

he hath appointed aday, m

:r.e-;;y;=;:ĥ v̂r:ssnrarme,u„m.,,̂ ^̂■ha, hehathraisedhintfrontthede^ (A s.3^,Pan, speahs of God,'he 'chrltian,
i n

H e r e

world in righteouness. Again, i n s
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at Corintl), Paul
judgment

says, “For "

,h,n a ‘ h a tthings done in his bodv
whether it be good '’
Christ said,
words, hath

we must all appear before the
Vaepn “ a y r e c e i v e t h e

or bad,- cS’Lto'na'jdO)"'
spoken, the same shall mdse I* ^
«ohn 12:48). So, .here wil be 'S

A n d

according
they be goodbad. o r

of thSgmen'. "ill l"d'° Speaking
would go

given eternal life (Mauu’^ righteous

(2Thessalo„ia„s,'„ ,m1 s'" “'I

,Cord un to death
they that do hi

'ght to the

eternity.
n 2 1 : 8 .

It will be aplace
who have been

.̂ _-P.a„dme„,s,Sf:l:;‘̂ -'™'-‘
ates into the city.” ‘ h t ° u g h t h e

of life... (Re,e°a,t*“';."'’ ' '"'o
III bo like, we read, “And OoJ' wlmt Itrs from their eves- and m

r e
I S

“ a y h a v e

a

I t

Wipe away all
no more death,
there be a n y
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passed away.
more pain; f«
(Revelation 21:4). .,11 r,f this‘s Death will come^So, what ':yte resurrected from

VOU need to do is to believe in God, obey

that we can C-

The first thing
l^is teachings,

study those
do tha t ,

send to you

t o

t o
th is o n

things on
also have literature

receiving your request.
But that’s all for this time,

the next regular broadcast

W e
to be with you.I h o p e

,Goodbye till then.
again on
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