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Introduction

Hebrews is one of the great books of the New Testament and one of
the deeper books of the Scriptures. It has its simplicity in some respects,
but in other ways there is a lot of meat in its pages. There is certainly
room for spiritual growth as one makes his way through it.

The theme of Hebrews is the superiority of Jesus and His way over
all else. One cannot read and study its chapters, especially if one is famil-
iar with the rest of the Bible, without coming to this conclusion.

My wife and I became particularly interested in this book in 1978
when we made a detailed study of it in preparation for my teaching a class
at Four Seas College of Bible and Missions in Singapore. We followed
this up with the writing of this material in commentary form.

It is our sincere prayer as you read and study this guide, along with
the book of Hebrews itself, that you will find it to be helpful, informative,
and inspirational. We, personally, have been tremendously blessed to be
able to work together on its production.

We would hope that, if you are not a Christian, you might be persuad-
ed through this study to become one. We would also pray that, if you are
a Christian, this might be the means of helping you to become stronger in
the Lord.

J.C. Choate
Winona, Mississippi, USA
October 2003



Background to Hebrews

The Author — As with all the men used to pen Scripture, the
author of Hebrews wrote by inspiration of the Holy Spirit (1 Timothy
3:16,17). Though the experiences and vocabulary of the individuals were
used in the language chosen to impart the truths, the choice of words and
the message were of God.

The book of Hebrews is unique because, unlike many of the other
New Testament books, the author of this letter is not named. There has
been a great deal of speculation and controversy over who might have
written Hebrews. Some argue that Paul wrote it, though he himself
seemed to make a disclaimer. He affirmed in Galatians 1:12, “But I make
known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not
according to man. For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught
it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ.” In contrast, the
writer of Hebrews admitted that his knowledge concerning salvation
“..was confirmed to us by those who heard Him [the Lord]” (Hebrews
2:3), This statement would exclude not only Paul but the other apostles
as well. The author — whoever he was — had been taught the Gospel by
others and had not actually seen the Lord himself.

Another indicator that Paul was not the author is the absence of the
form he followed in all of the books known to be written by him: he
always began a letter, and often ended, by identifying himself as the
writer, and also identifying various ones who were with him. The author
of Hebrews markedly omits any such form.

Some have thought that perhaps Barnabas or Apollos wrote the book.
Because of Apollos’ eloquence in the (Old Testament) Scriptures (Acts
18:24), he would be a likely choice, if opinion mattered. In the end,
though, we will have to agree with Origen of the third century when he
concluded that only God knows who wrote Hebrews. Regardless of the
name of the author, he was inspired by the Holy Spirit in all that he said.

Time of Writing — It has been thought that Hebrews was writ-

ten between 65 and 70 A.D. Obviously no exact date can be set, but
because of various statements made in the text itself, these dates have
been suggested.

Place of Writing — No specific information is available as to the



address of the writer at the time the epistle was penned, though the greeting
he gave from “those in Italy” (Hebrews 13:24) would indicate that he was
there.

To Whom Written — It is generally accepted by Bible schol-
ars that it was written to Christians of Jewish background, perhaps even
to Hebrew Christians in Palestine, but its message is certainly applicable
to all believers.

Purpose of Writing — The author’s main purpose was to con-
trast the old law and the new law, showing the stark differences between
the Levitical priesthood and the priesthood of Christ. He deals with the
problem of Jewish Christians being tempted to return to the old law, so
Christ is set forth as being superior to Moses and the prophets in every
way.

Genuineness — Both internal and external evidences have been
more than sufficient down through the ages to establish the book of
Hebrews as one that belongs in the canon of the New Testament. It is
fully accepted by Bible scholars everywhere as being inspired by God.
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Chapter 1
Text

1. “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past
unto the fathers by the prophets,

2. Hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son, whom He hath
appointed heir of all things, by whom also He made the worlds;

3. Who being the brightness of His glory, and the express image of His
person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had
by Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on
high;

4. Being made so much better than the angels, as He hath by inheritance
obtained a more excellent name than they.

5. For unto which of the angels said He at any time, Thou art My Son,
this day have I begotten thee? And again, [ will be to Him a Father, and
He shall be to Me a Son?

6. And again, when He bringeth in the first begotten into the world, He
said, And let all the angels of God worship Him.

7. And of the angels He saith, Who maketh His angels spirits, and His
ministers a flame of fire.

8. But unto the Son He saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever; a
scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Thy kingdom.

9. Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God,
even Thy God hath anointed Thee with the oil of gladness above Thy fel-
lows.

10. And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning has laid the foundations of the
earth; and the heavens are the works of Thine hands:

11. They shall perish, but Thou remainest; and they all shall wax old as
doth a garment;

12. And as a vesture shalt Thou fold them up, and they shall be changed;
but Thou art the same, and Thy years shall not fail.

13. But to which of the angels said He at any time, Sit on My right hand,
until I make thine enemies Thy footstool?

14. Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them
who shall be heirs of salvation?”



Theme:
The Supremacy of Christ Over Angels.

1. “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in
time past unto the fathers by the prophets,”

Contrary to the idea of many that throughout the Old Testament
period God was in regular continual spoken communication with His
people, it was at “sundry times” (intervals when there was a new or fur-
ther message to be related, or when the people were in special need of
instruction) that God spoke in divers manners (various ways) unto the
fathers by the prophets, those who were inspired by the Holy Spirit. As
in 1 Samuel 3:1, or during the years of the sojourn of the Israelites in
Egypt (Exodus 2:23-25; Exodus 3:13-16, evidently the name of God
had even been lost or forgotten by the Hebrews during this time), there
were often long periods of silence when the people were expected to
walk as we do, by faith in previous revelations. “Divers manners” has
reference to the dreams (Genesis 37:5-11), visions (Daniel 7:2), spoken
instruction (Genesis 7:1-17), written revelation (Jeremiah 30:2), signs
(Genesis 6:36-40), that were used as God’s tools for communication.

2. “Hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son, whom He
hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also He made the
worlds;”

... in this last period of history, not designating the length of
time. There is a great contrast between the prophets as spokes-
men, and Christ. It was easy to be deceived by a false prophet
(Jeremiah 14:14), even though the person deceived might be sin-
cere in his desire to please God. False prophets did arise and lead
people astray. And, even with the true prophet, his message was
only partial, for a particular time and a particular people. On the
other hand, the authority of His Son was confirmed beyond
doubt, and His message recorded and preserved for all people of
all time, as God’s final message; there would be no other revela-
tion at a later time by a later spokesman. In the beginning, as the
Word, as God, with God, the Word was equal with God and it

was by Him that all things were made (Colossians 1:16); as the
2



Word, equal in the Godhead, He was in position to give the inher-
itance; now as the Son, He has, because of His obedience, been
appointed heir of all things.
3. “Who being the brightness of His glory, and the express
image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His
power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down on the
right hand of the Majesty on high;”

7 <

“The brightness of His glory,” “the express (very) image of
His person (substance)” — the real nature of God, the divine
essence of God revealed to man by its existence in this One who
was begotten as His Son. It was through the instrument of the
Word that all things were made, and even now it is through the
Word of His power (the Son’s) that all things are upheld or con-
tinue to exist. He sat down on the right hand of God, showing
His position and authority as God’s spokesman, a position He
attained as a result of making atonement for the sins of man.
4. “Being made so much better than the angels, as He hath by
inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they.”

Initially, it seems that man was created to be superior to angels,
because angels are actually God’s ministers or servants for man
(Hebrews 1:14) while man, in his perfect state, was to have had
authority over all of God’s creation (Genesis 1:28). Sin changed
this and caused man to be made lower than the angels, in need of
salvation and help, in contrast to the angels who live in the pres-
ence of God (as man did in the garden) and who have not sinned.

The Word, in emptying Himself (Philippians 2:6-8) and tak-
ing the form and body of man, also in this physical sense became
lower than the angels. But in completing His work of purging
and purification, and being appointed heir of all things, Christ
was made better than angels, who are yet ministers doing service
for those who shall be heirs of salvation.

5. “For unto which of the angels said He at any time, Thou art
my Son, this day have I begotten Thee? And again, I will be to

3



Him a Father, and He shall be to me a Son?”

One religious group teaches that Christ is merely a created
being, not actual Deity, having never been a part of the Godhead.
They use this verse to substantiate this false doctrine, but in so
doing they forget such passages as John 1:1, “In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was ... God.”

This verse is not a record of the beginning of the existence of
the Word, the eternal person of the Godhead, but is God’s decla-
ration of the begetting of the physical form, the body He prepared
for the Word who had subjected Himself to Sonship. This verse
speaks clearly of the event that is recorded fully in Matthew
1:18-25. It also states by its very declaration that the relationship
of the Father to the Son, the obedient subjugation to the Father’s
will, began for the Word at the same time that He became the Son
of man. Neither relationship had existed before or from eternity.

6. “And again, when He bringeth in the first begotten into the
world, He saith, And let all the angels of God worship Him.”

These same denominational people say that Colossians 1:15
says that “first-born of every creature or all creation” means that
Christ was God’s first work of creation. But “firstborn” has ref-
erence to His pre-eminence as a Son, rather than to the time of
His “creation” as the Son. This verse is obviously descriptive of
the birth of Christ into the world (Luke 2) long after the begin-
ning of creation; also, angels (created beings) were already there,
and were instructed to worship Him. Yet, even at this time the
description “first begotten” is used of Him, showing that God is
declaring Christ as His “firstborn Son”, through whose sonship
and brotherhood many sons will be brought into the Family.

Since only Deity is allowed to be worshiped (Matthew 4:10;
Deuteronomy 6:13), and since God Himself instructed the angels
to worship the Son, we have God’s own testimony that the Word,
even in the physical form of the Son, subjected to the human
flesh, was still Deity and worthy of being worshiped.

7. “And of the angels He saith, Who maketh His angels spirits,
4



and His ministers a flame of fire.”

By way of contrast, God identifies the angelic beings, not as
Deity, but as spirits, as beings who sometimes appeared as a
flame of fire. Since angels are heavenly beings, it is not possible
for us to understand fully the description here made of them but
the basic contrast between the Godhead of Christ and the created
beings, called angels, is abundantly clear.

8. “But unto the Son He saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and
ever: a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Thy kingdom.”

Again, this verse testifies to the fact that the Son is yet Deity,
because God addresses the Son as “O God”. Reference is made
to the kingdom of Christ, the church, over which He reigns (1
Corinthians 15:25; Daniel 7:13,14; Revelation 3:21). The nature
of His rule is described as righteous, or upright, and pure.

9. “Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore
God, even Thy God, hath anointed Thee with the oil of gladness
above Thy fellows.”

As an inherent fact of Deity, the Son loved righteousness and
hated iniquity, evil. Included in this statement is the declaration
that even in the physical body, subject to temptations and weak-
ness, Christ continued to love righteousness and to hate evil.

“God, even thy God,” — this wording shows that God is
speaking to the Word after He became flesh, after He was “made
like unto His brethren” (Hebrews 2:17), because prior to that
time He was not designated as separate from the Godhead and
subject to God ( “thy God” indicates subjection). But because of
His faithfulness, God has elevated Him above His fellows. “His
fellows” must have reference to humankind, because He did not
take on the nature of any other beings (Hebrews 2:16).

10. “And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning has laid the foundation of
the earth; and the heavens are the works of Thine hands:”

“And, Thou, Lord” is a further testimony by God of the pre-
eminence of Christ, because it was He who, as the Word, spoke
5



the foundation of the earth into existence in the beginning, and
formed the heavens with His hands (John 1:3,10).
11. “They shall perish, but Thou remainest: and they all shall
wax old as doth a garment;”

The contrast is made between the physical world and its per-
ishableness and the eternal nature of the Son.
12. “And as a vesture shalt Thou fold them up, and Thy years
shall not fail.”

It was the Word, now become the Son, who had made the
world; it will be He who shall “fold them up as a garment”
(Psalm 102:26) when the elements shall be dissolved and the
earth will melt with fervent heat (2 Peter 3); but the Son partakes
of the substance (nature) of God and is eternal.

13. “But to which of the angels said He at any time: Sit on My
right hand, until I make Thine enemies Thy footstool?”

Again, we see a further declaration of the relationship
between the Father and the Son. The Son is “heir of all things,
sitting at the right hand of the Majesty on High,” the King with
the scepter of authority over the world; but He is Himself subject
to God, and only to God, as it is through God that His enemies
will be made His footstool (1 Corinthians 15:28). No angel or
other created being has ever been so elevated.

14. “Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for
them who shall be heirs of salvation?”

Today, people often wonder about angels and their work.
This verse sheds much light on the subject. Angels are identified
as spirits (therefore, in that form they would be invisible to the
eye of man even though they might completely surround him);
they are “ministering spirits”’: workers; they are (present tense,
being done today) sent forth (obviously, even during this
Christian age, God still sends out angels to do particular work).
“Sent forth” for what purpose? “To minister” (to do service) for
the sake of whom? “Them who shall be heirs of salvation” —
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the Christian, the obedient (Matthew 7:21). Therefore, even
though we do not see them and are not aware of their presence or
work, angels are at work in our world for us today. What a com-
forting reassurance, affirmed in the form of a question!

Discussion Questions:

1. Discuss various ways in which God has communicated with peo-
ple through the ages.

2. Are we living in “the last days”? Does this mean that Jesus is
sure to return in the next few days or weeks, or does it simply
mean the last dispensation of time?

3. Who was the One through whom all things were created? Who
is appointed to be heir of all that God possesses?

4. According to Romans 8:16,17, who shares in this inheritance as
“joint heirs with Christ”?

5. Discuss the ways in which Christ is said to be “in the image of God”.

6. What does it mean, “Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten
Thee? s this teaching that the Word is actually not Deity, that
He had a beginning?

7. What contrast is made between the status of angels and that of
the Son?

8. “God, even Thy God” seems to be saying that God is pre-eminent
over Christ. When did the Word empty Himself and become obe-
dient to God, even to the death on the cross (Philippians 2:5-11)?

9. Are verses 8, 10, 11, 12 teaching that the Son is eternal? In the
same text, when the “sceptre of thy kingdom (church)” is men-
tioned, is this saying that there is no end to His kingdom?

10. What is the work of angels? Are they still doing this work?
Would their interaction in our lives be “heavenly visitations” or
“miracles”, or would they be working invisibly and/or without
our awareness?



Chapter 2
Text

1. “Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things
which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip.
2. For if the word spoken by angels was steadfast, and every transgres-
sion and disobedience received a just recompense of reward;
3. How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the
first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them
that heard him;
4. God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and
with divers miracles and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to His own
will?
5. For unto the angels hath he not put in subjection the world to come,
whereof we speak.
6. But one in a certain place testified, saying, What is man, that Thou art
mindful of him? or the son of man, that Thou visitest him?
7. Thou madest him a little lower than the angels; thou crownest him
with glory and honour, and didst set him over the works of Thy hands:
8. Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. For in that he
put all in subjection under him, he left nothing that is not put under him.
But now we see not yet all things put under him.
9. But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the
suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that He by the grace
of God should taste death for every man.
10. For it became Him, for whom are all things; and by whom are all things
in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation per-
fect through sufferings.
11. For both He that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one:
for which cause He is not ashamed to call them brethren.
12. Saying, I will declare Thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the
church will I sing praise unto Thee.
13. And again, I will put my trust in Him. And again, Behold I and the
children which God hath given me.
14. Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He
also Himself likewise took part of the same; that through death He might
destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil;
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15. And deliver them, who through fear of death were all their lifetime
subject to bondage.

16. For verily He took not on Him the nature of angels; but He took on
Him the seed of Abraham.

17. Wherefore in all things it behooved Him to be made like unto His
brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things
pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people.

18. For in that He Himself hath suffered being tempted, He is able to suc-
cour them that are tempted.”

Theme:
Provision for Man's Salvation
through Brotherhood with Chwist.

1. “Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things
which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip.”

Considering the supremacy of Christ over the angels, we
should pay strict attention to the things we have been taught
through Him (chapter 1, verse 2). Without diligent attention, any
teaching, no matter how important, will slip away into forgetful-
ness.

2. “For if the word spoken by angels was steadfast, and every trans-
gression and disobedience received a just recompense of reward;”

Why should we give heed? Because in the past, even the
words spoken through angels have been true, and obedience or
disobedience received the proper reward.

3. “How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which
at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed
unto us by them that heard Him;”

So, since our Spokesman from God is so much greater than the
angels, there can be no escape for us if we neglect the salvation He
provides. Testimony of Christ, of His teachings, His works, His
death, and His resurrection was made by followers whose convic-
tion was so complete it led them to lay down their lives for Him.

9



The second part of this verse is a strong indication that neither
Paul nor any of the other apostles wrote the book of Hebrews,
because the statement that it was spoken at first by the Lord, and
“was confirmed unto us by them that heard him,” indicates that the
writer had not been taught personally by Christ. To have been with
Him during His ministry was prerequisite to apostleship; Paul
declared in Galatians 1:11-24 that the Gospel he preached had been
given to him by the revelation of Jesus Christ, not by any man.
4. “God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders,
and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according
to His own will?”

God testified to the veracity of the message of the apostles
(“them”) by working signs, wonders, miracles and gifts of the
Holy Ghost through them (see Acts 5:12-14). All of this was
according to the will or design of God.

5. “For unto the angels hath He not put in subjection the world
to come, whereof we speak.”

The angels have never been put in authority over anything.
They are ministers, servants. Power over the coming world does
not belong to them.

6. “But one in a certain place testified, saying, What is man, that
Thou art mindful of him? or the son of man, that Thou visitest him?”

This verse is a reference to Psalm 8:4-6. It shows the true
state of man because of his sinfulness, and declares God’s active
concern for him, even in his unworthiness.

7. “Thou madest him a little lower than the angels; Thou
crownest him with glory and honour, and didst set him over the
works of Thy hands:”

Man, certainly (and possibly Jesus as He became the son of
man), is the subject of this reference to the Psalm, “Being made ‘a
little lower than the angels’”. The word translated ‘angels’ in this
verse is elohim in the original Hebrew of Psalm 8. This is the plu-
ral form of the word for divinity. The proper reading of the verse
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may be: “Thou madest him [man] a little lower than deity or divine
substance...” Man was originally created to be master over all of
the earth and its creatures (Genesis 1:28). He was told to fill the
earth and subdue it, and to have dominion over all living things.
8. “Thou has put all things in subjection under his feet. For in
that He put all in subjection under him, He left nothing that is not
put under him. But now we see not yet all things put under him.”

If we continue with the thought that man is the subject of this
Psalm, we see that even though God’s purpose was to give man
authority over all things, that purpose has not yet reached fruition.
Because of sin, man is subjected to the limitations of a deteriorat-
ing body which must undergo death. Through his fall he has lost
his rightful dominion over the earth and the living creatures.

If this Psalm is having reference to the emptying of the Word
and His taking on human flesh, we understand that God has put
all things under the authority of Christ. However, the assumption
of that authority is not yet complete, because the last enemy that
shall be destroyed is death (1 Corinthians 15:24-28). When
Christ returns to claim His people, death will be no more (1
Corinthians 15:50-57). It would seem that these verses promise
that at some future point, man will again be given dominion, per-
haps as he becomes joint-heir with Christ and reigns with Him in
eternity (Romans 8:17; Revelation 3:21).

9. “But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the

angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour;
that He by the grace of God should taste death for every man.”

By emptying Himself (Philippians 2:6-8) and taking the form of

man, Christ also was “made” a little lower than the angels or “made

a little lower than deity (in exercising His rights and powers; not

meaning that He ceased to be deity in substance),” in order to par-

take of the brotherhood of man. Because of His obedience to God

in the suffering of death, He was crowned with glory and honour

(Hebrews 5:8,9; Philippians 2:8); by God’s grace (unmerited or
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unearned favour) toward man, Christ was allowed to experience
death on behalf of, or for the sake of, every man.
10. “For it became Him, for whom are all things, and by whom
are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the cap-
tain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.”

“For it became Him” (it was characteristic of the nature, a plan
worthy of His nature) for whom and by whom all things exist, that
this salvation be conceived; that the author of the salvation for the
many sons who would come to God, would be made perfect
through suffering. How was Christ, the Son of God, “imperfect”
or “incomplete”? There was no imperfection within Himself, but
in His role as a Saviour He had not done the work necessary for
qualifying as the Saviour until He had suffered the penalty for the
sins of the sons He came to save. Until He died for every man, He
had not paid the price for our salvation, and therefore He could not
be the Saviour. Thus, through His suffering, He was completed or
perfected in His role as Saviour.

11. “For both He that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are of
all one; for which cause He is not ashamed to call them brethren,”

The Word subjected Himself to God, becoming the Son of God
at the same time that He became the son of man (Hebrews 1:5,6),
learning an obedience that had never been required of Him in His
position of equality in the Godhead as the Word (Hebrews 5:8;
John 1:1-3). In taking the body of man, becoming man, He as the
sanctifier became one with man who was being sanctified, calling
them “brethren”. This was a new relationship. Man had lost his
right to be “sons of God”, but through the Word’s sonship and also
through the brotherhood He assumed with man, the bond between
man and God was renewed. We are brethren to Christ, who is the
Son of God, and therefore we are also sons of God.

We should consider carefully all that is implied in this broth-
erhood of Christ with men. Think of the lowliest, most despica-
ble person you have ever known. Would you proudly go before

your earthly father with your arm around this person, and pro-
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claim him as your brother? We were the enemies of God, yet
because of His great love for us, Christ has reconciled us to God.
But He does not present us to our Father in our filth. He washed
us Himself and gave us of His clean beautiful garments to wear,
so that He presents us to His Father as His brother, partaking of
His own cleanness and beauty.

12. “Saying, I will declare Thy name unto my brethren, in the

midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee.”

Quotation from Psalm 22:22. A prophetic messianic state-
ment showing the brotherhood of Christ with man, a public dec-
laration of the relationship, proclaiming a unity with man in
praising and worshipping God in the assembly of the church.

13. “And again, I will put my trust in Him. And again, Behold 1
and the children which God hath given me.”

Psalm 18:2, a messianic prophecy stating the fact that the
Word, as the son of man and brother of man, would live as man,
“putting His trust in God.” This was a dependency unknown to
Him before He took the form of man (Colossians 1:16,17).

This reference to Isaiah 8:17,18 is a messianic prophecy, per-
haps even a dual prophecy, concerning the struggle between the
faithful and the unfaithful. Among the children of Israel, there
were those who remained faithful to God and were restored to the
promised land, as “the children of God”. The messianic fulfill-
ment pictures Christ and “the children which God hath given
me”, indicating the obedient who answered the call to come out
of the world and into the Family of God. The wording also
shows their oneness with Christ by identifying them as “the chil-
dren” given to Him.

14. “Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and
blood, He also Himself likewise took part of the same; that
through death He might destroy him that had the power of death,
that is, the devil;”

Again, we see the bond Christ voluntarily assumed with man,
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subjecting Himself to the limitations, the weaknesses, and the
mortality of the physical body and human nature in order to be
absolutely one with man. But though He was tempted in all
things as all men are tempted, He did not submit to the tempta-
tion and He did not sin. Thus He was able, through conquering
death as perfect man, to destroy Satan’s power of death that pre-
viously held man captive.

15. “And deliver them, who through fear of death were all their

lifetime subject to bondage.”

Because Christ conquered death, He holds out the promise of
deliverance to His brethren, who were subject to the fear of death
all their lives. One of the amazing things about Christians during
the persecution of the early church was the fact that multitudes of
them went to their deaths actually singing hymns and praises to
God, absolutely without fear of death, because they trusted in
their resurrected Lord.

16. “For verily He took not on Him the nature of angels, but He
took on Him the seed of Abraham.”

Both human beings and angelic beings were created by God;
some of the angels fell (Jude 6) and man fell (Genesis 3:22). But
it was the nature of man that the Lord took, not the nature of
angels; it was to man that He gave help, providing a way for
restoration to God. It was not to angels that He provided this
help, presumably because they were spirit beings in the actual
presence of God at the time of their rebellion and, since they
knew God as a spirit Person and yet turned from Him, there
would have been no further revelation that could have been made
through which they could be drawn back to God.

In the same way, when a Christian fully knows the truth, has
experienced the care and protection of God, has grown in the
faith to maturity, and yet has fallen away from all of this
(Hebrews 6:4-6) it is impossible for another person to come to
him and to move him to repentance, because he has already
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known the fullness of Christianity and has left it — there is no
greater revelation or knowledge to use to draw him back.

He took on Him “the seed of Abraham’ obviously has refer-
ence to Abraham as the father of the faithful (it is in this sense
that he is discussed in Galatians 3 and Romans 4) and not as the
father of the physical Israelite nation.

17. “Wherefore in all things it behooved Him to be made like unto
His brethren, that He might be a merciful and high priest in things
pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people.”

As the “seed of Abraham”, as man, it was necessary that Christ
be like man in every facet of human nature, so that when He
became the high priest He would be able to mediate with mercy
and compassion, a true and reliable representative of man as
Mediator (1 Timothy 2:5). Much of Hebrews is devoted to a dis-
cussion of the role of Christ as our High Priest, and it is in this
verse that the subject is first introduced. One of the requirements
of a “high priest” was that he be chosen from among the people
whom he served, being of their race, so that he would be fully sym-
pathetic and understanding of their plight. In the same way, Christ
qualified Himself as our High Priest (not that He could not have
known all of this as God, but perhaps the greater necessity was for
our own confidence, that because we know that He lived and died
as man, we have greater boldness in approaching God through
Him), to make atonement for the sins of the people.

God’s nature does not change. His justice requires due pun-
ishment for sin. But when Christ took as His own the sins of man
(2 Corinthians 5:21) and in Himself received the punishment for
the sins of man, the sins were as though they had never existed on
the record of the obedient, the “brethren”. Therefore God, in
accordance with His nature, receives as His own these sons who
have been perfected through the blood of the Son, the High Priest.

18. “For in that He Himself hath suffered being tempted, He is
able to succour them that are tempted.”
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It is easy for men to assume that the divinity of Christ was so
dominant that He easily passed through His years in the flesh,
being far removed from all that is commonly endured by man, sim-
ply because He was God. But this was not so. He emptied Himself
in becoming man (Philippians 2:7) and lived as man in a man’s
world. He experienced hurt, disappointment, anger, insult, perse-
cution, weariness, poverty. He suffered in the temptations with
which He was confronted, but because He endured the temptations
and resisted them, He is able to feel with us and to offer help to us
as we are daily confronted with temptations.

Discussion Questions:

1. The question is raised, “How shall we escape if we neglect our salva-
tion?” With what seriousness are we urged to consider the things we have
learned from Scripture?

2. At the time of creation, what was the authority given to man?

3. Verse 9 says that Jesus, too, was made lower than the angels. When
did this happen? Was this part of His “emptying” of Himself when He
took the form of man?

4. According to verse 11, how is “He that sanctifieth” and “they who are
sanctified” described? What word is used to describe this relationship?
5. Psalm 22:22 is a prophetic messianic statement showing what?

6. What are two reasons given in verse 14 for Christ taking the form of
humans?

7. Through His own physical death, Christ was able to deliver His
brethren from what?

8. Verse 16 says that Christ provided no help for the angels who sinned.
Why not?

9. To which people does the term “the seed of Abraham” refer?

10. What was assured for man through Christ being “made like unto His
brethren”? Did Christ actually suffer, and was He actually subject to
temptation while He was in the flesh?
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Chapter 3
Text
1. “Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consid-
er the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus;
2. Who was faithful to Him that appointed Him, as also Moses was
faithful in all his house.
3. For this man was counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inas-
much as he who hath builded the house hath more honour than the house.
4. For every house is builded by some man; but He that built all things
is God.
5. And Moses verily was faithful in all his house as a servant, for a tes-
timony of those things which were to be spoken after;
6. But Christ as a son over His own house; whose house are we, if we
hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end.
7. Wherefore as the Holy Ghost saith, Today if ye will hear His voice,
8. Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of tempta-
tion in the wilderness;
9.  When your fathers tempted Me, proved Me, and saw My works forty years.
10. Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, They do
always err in their heart; and they have not known My ways.
11. So I sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into My rest.
12. Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbe-
lief, in departing from the living God.
13. But exhort one another daily, while it is called Today, lest any of you
be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.
14. For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our
confidence steadfast unto the end;
15. While it is said, Today if ye will hear His voice, harden not your
hearts, as in the provocation.
16. For some, when they had heard, did provoke; howbeit not all that
came out of Egypt by Moses.
17. But with whom was He grieved forty years? Was it not with them
that had sinned, whose carcasses fell in the wilderness?
18. And to whom sware He that they should not enter into His rest, but
to them that believed not?
19. So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief.
17



Theme:
The Supremacy
of Chwist owver Moses.

1. “Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling,
consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ
Jesus;”

Therefore, because He has made Himself one with man, as
His brother, because He has been tempted as man and is able to
help those who are tempted, let us (we who are holy or sanctified
as His brethren, we who have heard and answered the spiritual,
heavenly call to salvation) consider, or study closely, Jesus Christ
who is the high priest of Christianity.
2. “Who was faithful to Him that appointed Him, as also Moses
was faithful in all his house.”

Christ was obedient in all things to the One who had appoint-
ed Him to this work. When the Word emptied Himself and
became flesh, He accepted the role of obedient Son to God, the
Heavenly Father of man. Hebrews 7:28 says that Christ was
appointed as the Son, consecrated forevermore. Both Christ and
Moses were faithful to God in their obedience; Christ was faith-
ful as a Son over the house, Moses as a servant within the house.

3. “For this man was counted worthy of more glory than Moses,
inasmuch as He who hath builded the house hath more honour
than the house.”

The writer begins the contrast between Christ and Moses.
Though both had been faithful to their charge by God, there was a
great difference between the roles given to them, as great a differ-
ence as lies between the builder of a house and the house itself.

4. “For every house is builded by some man: but He that built all
things is God.”

The declaration is made that, just as in the physical world

every house had to have a builder, in the spiritual realm also
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everything must have a builder, and that builder is God, through
Christ.
5. “And Moses verily was faithful in all his house as a servant, for a
testimony of those things which were to be spoken after;”

God’s people have always constituted the spiritual house of
God (Ephesians 2:19-22). Each soul is a living stone (1 Peter
2:5), building up that house. Moses, as a redeemed, forgiven ser-
vant within the house, was faithful in doing the work God gave
him to do. This work included the testimony or prophecy con-
cerning the coming of Christ and His law (Deuteronomy
18:15,18,19).

6. “But Christ as a Son over His own house; whose house are we, if
we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the
end.”

Christ was not a servant within the house, but a Son in complete
authority over the house (Philippians 2:9-11). We, His brethren,
who have been sanctified (set apart from the world), are this spiri-
tual house (1 Peter 2:5). In refutation of the false doctrine that a
person who has been truly saved from his past sins can never be
lost, the writer states that we are this spiritual house if we hold
“tightly within our grasp” our confidence in Christ (and our salva-
tion in Him) and our happiness in the hope we hold, firm ... for how
long? “Unto the end” (Revelation 2:10). Faithfulness that does not
carry us through the gates of death means unfaithfulness, and those
who were “once enlightened” and have fallen away can expect only
condemnation (Hebrews 6:4-6; 10:26-29).

7. “Wherefore as the Holy Ghost saith, Today if ye will hear His
voice,”

So, because faithfulness is absolutely necessary, the Holy
Ghost, who inspired the writing of God’s word, warned: Today
— now — is the time to hear and obey, not some uncertain later
time that may never come.

8. “Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of
temptation in the wilderness:”
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Many will not even listen to the word of God in order to make
a knowledgeable decision concerning what to do about it; but the
plea is made to those who do hear what He has to say, that they
be careful not to harden their hearts to the message. The example
is given of the Israelites’ hardness of hearts and unbelief when-
ever any trial of their faith came upon them in the wilderness.
Their continual waywardness provoked God and left Him no
choice but to deal harshly with them, according to the measure of
their unfaithfulness.
9. “When your fathers tempted Me, proved Me, and saw My
works forty years.”

The Israelite fathers saw God’s marvels in the wilderness for
forty years. They tempted Him to destroy them over and over in
their unfaithfulness, even though He “proved” to them His
unlimited power in caring for their needs during those forty
years.

10. “Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said,
They do always err in their heart; and they have not known My
ways.”

A perfect, sinless heart is not required in order for a person to
be “a man after God’s own heart”. David sinned many times,
but this description was made of him because of his attitude
toward God. The Jews who came out of Egypt had attitudes so
unlike God that it was as though they had no knowledge of His
ways. Their hearts, so different from His, caused great grief to
Him. We should remember today that God loves us as He loved
them, and that when we think and act and speak from ungodly
attitudes, we bring grief to the Father in heaven. Surely we
would not want to use His love in such a hurtful way. Surely we
love Him enough that we want our lives to bring Him joy.

11. “So I sware in My wrath, They shall not enter into My rest.”

Today, when people are not living according to the doctrines
of the New Testament, the statement is often made, “But you
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know God is too merciful to condemn a soul to hell just because
he was not baptized, or was not a member of the church, etc.,
etc.” This example from the Old Testament is recorded in
Hebrews as a warning that God has wrath that is justly aroused
by disobedience, and that the punishments He promises He will
perform, just as He punished the Israelites with death in the
wilderness.

12. “Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart

of unbelief, in departing from the living God.”

Unfaithfulness, i.e., departing from God, is the result of unbe-
lief in the heart of the Christian. To God, unbelief is not merely
“indifference” or “neglect”, but one who is unbelieving, unfaith-
ful, is said to have an evil heart.

13. “But exhort one another daily, while it is called Today lest any of you
be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.”

To avoid unfaithfulness, Christians are told to encourage one
another daily. This means that if we see a brother becoming slack
and unfaithful, we are to go to him “today” to try to show him the
error in his life. It is disastrous to wait until the practice of indif-
ference and sin has so hardened his heart that he can no longer be
reached.

14. “For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of
our confidence steadfast unto the end;”

2 Peter 1:4; John 17:22-24; Revelation 3:21 and Romans 8:17
show that the Christian who is faithful partakes of Christ in His
glory, in His Sonship, of His nature, of His inheritance — if he is
faithful throughout his life. What riches are ours in Christ if we
continue with Him! What terrible loss if, after becoming Chris-
tians with the right of inheritance, we fall away and lose every-
thing!

15. “While it is said, Today if ye will hear His voice, harden not your
hearts, as in the provocation.”

Whatever of good or evil was in our lives yesterday is past, and

we are neither saved nor lost by the “yesterdays”. “Today” is the
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vital time. We can continue the righteousness of our yesterdays

today, or we may correct the evil of our yesterdays today. Tomor-

row is not yet ours and we cannot depend on that time to set our

lives in order before God. It is “today” that we must examine our

hearts and submit them to Him, not following the example of the

Israelites when they provoked God’s anger by their disobedience.
16. “For some, when they had heard, did provoke; howbeit not all
that came out of Egypt by Moses.”

God told the Israelites how to please Him, but even though they
knew the right path, they disobeyed and provoked God’s wrath.
Today His word is available for all men to know His will, but many
have indifferent or disobedient attitudes, and they also provoke God
to anger. Of the Israelites who came out of Egypt, only Joshua and
Caleb were obedient and were allowed to enter the promised land
(Numbers 14:2,4,11,29). Similarly, just such a small part of the
world’s total population is truly obedient to God today.

17. “But with whom was He grieved forty years? Was it not with
them that had sinned, whose carcasses fell in the wilderness?”

Again we see in this verse, cited as our example, the chain
reaction: men sinned, their sin grieved God, their bodies fell in
the wilderness in punishment. We are blind and foolish if we
ignore such grim warnings and deceive ourselves into thinking
that God’s great love and mercy will constrain Him to tolerate
almost anything. This has not been true of His past behaviour.

18. “And to whom sware He that they should not enter into His
rest, but to them that believed not?”’

The rest promised to the Israelites was entering into the
Promised Land. Those who were unbelieving and disobedient
were denied that rest.

19. “So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief.”

The unbelief of the Israelites took many forms: fear, idolatry,
moral decadence, murmuring, even the offering of their children
in burnt sacrifices to Molech. All sins have their roots in unbe-
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lief, because if we really believe God we will know that He will
do all that He promises, even to the punishing in eternal torment
of those whose unbelief causes them to fall away from Him.

Discussion Questions:

1. We who are children of God are asked to consider whom?
2. How was Moses faithful to God?

3. Why was Christ counted worthy of more glory than Moses, since both
were obedient to God?

4. Moses was faithful as a within the house of God.

5. Christ was faithful as a over His house. Reading 1 Timothy
3:15, what is another word for His “house”?

6. What does the Holy Spirit, through His inspiration of the word of God,
urge us to do about our hearts?

7. What had the Israelites done for forty years while they wandered in the
wilderness?

8. Why was God grieved with that generation of people? Was He grieved
with all of them, according to verses 16 and 17?

9. Who was excluded from entering into God’s rest?
10. All sins have their roots in what?
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Chapter 4
Text

1. “Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into His
rest, any of you should seem to come short of it.
2. For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the
word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them
that heard it.
3. For we which have believed do enter into rest, as He said, As I have
sworn in My wrath, if they shall enter into My rest; although the works
were finished from the foundation of the world.
4. For He spake in a certain place of the seventh day on this wise, And
God did rest the seventh day from all His works.
5. And in this place again, if they shall enter into my rest.
6. Seeing therefore it remaineth that some must enter therein, and they
to whom it was first preached entered not in because of unbelief;
7. Again, He limiteth a certain day, saying in David, Today, after so long
a time; as it is said, Today if ye will hear His voice, harden not your
hearts.
8. For if Jesus had given them rest, then would He not afterward have
spoken of another day.
9. There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.
10. For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own
works, as God did from His.
11. Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after
the same example of unbelief.
12. For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any
two-edge sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit,
and of the joints and marrow and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents
of the heart.
13. Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in His sight; but all
things are naked and opened unto the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.
14. Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.
15. For we have not a high priest which cannot be touched with the feel-
ing of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet
without sin.
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16. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

Theme:

The Rest Promised to Christians.

1. “Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering
into His rest, any of you should seem to come short of it.”

Fear can be used to mean “to be afraid” or to show “reveren-
tial fear”. Both meanings would fit this admonition to Christians
who are warned that even though the promise has been made of
the coming rest, it is possible to fall short of reaching it. This
verse says clearly that the doctrine “once saved, always saved” is
far from God’s truth.

2. “For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them:
but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with
faith in them that heard it.”

The gospel (God’s message of salvation) was preached to the
Israelites, but the words were not mixed with faith in the hearers’
hearts, so they were not helped. The Gospel has also been
preached to us. Will we receive it with faith, and live by it?

3. “For we which have believed do enter into rest, as He said, As 1
have sworn in my wrath, if they shall enter into my rest; although
the works were finished from the foundation of the world.”

There is a rest which God enjoys. When the work of creation
ended on the sixth day, He entered into the “rest”. All that is
involved in this rest is not fully revealed. Some people believe that
God is just sitting in heaven today, doing literally nothing but wait-
ing for the end of time to come. We know that this is not what is
meant by “rest” because Jesus Himself said, “My Father worketh
hitherto, and I work” (John 5:17). Regardless of the meaning of
the word, God is enjoying a certain rest, and He has promised that
those who truly believe will share in that rest. At the same time He

has sworn that the unbelieving will not enter into His rest.
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4. “For He spake in a certain place of the seventh day on this
wise, And God did rest the seventh day from all His works.”

This verse is a reference to Genesis 2:2 when God had ceased
from His work of creation.
5. “And in this place again, If they shall enter into My rest.”

This reference shows not only that God rested, but that there
would be some who would share in His rest.
6. “Seeing therefore it remaineth that some must enter therein,
and they to whom it was first preached entered not in because of
unbelief:”

These previous verses have shown that some people would cer-
tainly share in God’s rest. The Jews might have mistakenly
thought that the rest which was promised was their inheritance of
the “Promised Land”, but this was not the ultimate rest God had in
mind when the promise was made, as the following verses show.

7. “Again He limiteth a certain day, saying in David, Today,
after so long a time; as it is said, Today if ye will hear His voice,
harden not your hearts.”

Psalm 95:7-11 is the passages quoted in Hebrews 3:7-11,
3:15; and 4:7. It is a quotation from David who lived long after
Israel had entered the Promised Land, and it states several impor-
tant things:

a. Not yesterday or tomorrow, but today is the day for accepting
the salvation God offers.

b. It is possible to harden our hearts against God, and to grieve
Him with our disobedience.

c. Wrong attitudes alienate the heart from a knowledge of God’s
ways.

d. God swears to the unbelievers who have justly incurred His
wrath that they will not be allowed to enter into His rest.

8. “For if Jesus had given them rest, then would He not after-
ward have spoken of another day.”
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The name “Jesus” was a commonly used name among the
Jews; another form of the same name was Joshua. It is the man
called Joshua in Exodus who is meant here, not Jesus Christ.
Joshua took the place of Moses as leader of the Israelites when
they entered the land of promise. The Hebrew writer reasons that
if the rest into which the Israelites entered at that time was the
ultimate rest God had promised, David at a much later date
would not have spoken of another rest.

9. “There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.”

The conclusion is reached that a rest remains yet for God’s
people.
10. “For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from
his own works, as God did from His.”

Perhaps this verse gives some indication of what is meant by
“rest”. God rested when He ceased the work of creation. We will
rest also when we cease from our “own works”, perhaps the work
described in Philippians 2:12, “...work out your own salvation
with fear and trembling.” This is the work of this life for the
believer and it is, logically, the work from which he will rest
when he enters into God’s rest.

11. “Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man
fall after the same example of unbelief.”

The further exhortation is made for the believer to work, not
indifferently or haphazardly, but with diligence, putting his
whole energy into the work. Again believers are reminded of the
danger of falling because of unbelief, as the Israelites fell.

12. “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper
than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder
of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner
of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”

The message we have been given by God is not a dead, out-
dated letter, but is “quick” — living, and “powerful” — active.
This living, active word of God is compared to an extremely sharp
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sword that is capable of dividing between the soul of man and the
spirit, i.e., between the eternal element of man’s makeup and the
spirit of life that activates the mortal body; between joints and the
marrow of the bones; between the thoughts and the intents of the
heart (thoughts: voluntary or involuntary considerations passing
through the mind; intent: thoughts with purpose behind them, the
mind’s commitment to make the thoughts reality.)

13. “Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in His

sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of Him

with whom we have to do.”

Because we deal with God and with His living word, we need to
remember always that nothing can be hidden from Him. Everything
is open and exposed to His eyes, and it is with His unerringly right-
eous and just judgment that man must expect to deal.

14. “Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.”

These last three verses draw their weight from all of the previ-
ous verses, and they serve as a conclusion for the chapter. Based
on all that has already been said, “seeing then that we have a great
high priest,” Christians will surely want to hold to their profession
of faith in Christ. This One in whom we believe is the Son of God,
and He has passed into the heavens, entering into God’s rest,
preparatory for the entrance of all the faithful into that rest.

15. “For we have not a high priest, which cannot be touched with
the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as
we are, yet without sin.”

This verse is a further statement on the thought introduced in
2:18, showing that Christ is not an unfeeling, inactive high priest
who is detached from all of the trials and frustrations of living in
this world. He, Himself, endured temptations during His earthly
life, in all points, just as we face them. He qualified Himself to be
our Saviour by not only suffering the temptations but also by the
fact that He did not succumb to any of them. Therefore, He is able
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to feel with us in our temptations and in our weaknesses and inabil-
ities, and because He did not fall He is able to sympathize with and
strengthen those who are tempted. For those who desire it, a way
of escape from every temptation is provided (1 Corinthians 10:13).
16. “Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that
we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”

Christ is not a stranger to us. The revelation concerning Him
says that He is our brother, that He is touched by our problems
and temptations, that He has endured the same trials we face.
Therefore, because we can identify so closely with Him, we can
come with boldness and confidence before God, knowing that
our Brother is there to intercede for us (Hebrews 7:25), to help us
find the mercy and the help we need.

Discussion Questions:

1. In contrast to the denominational doctrine of “once saved, always
saved”, what warning is given to Christians?

2. The message preached to the Israelites was called what? Why did it
not profit them? We are profited by hearing the Gospel if we do what?

3. What has God promised the unbelieving about entering into His rest?
What has He promised the believing?

4. Which day is the day of salvation?

5. Was the entry of the Israelite nation into the Promised Land the lasting
and true rest God had in mind for His people?

6. According to verse 11, what two things are necessary in our behavior
toward God if we are to enter into the promised rest?

7. How is the word of God described?
8. Discuss the difference between the thoughts and intents of the heart.

9. Who is our High Priest? Where is He? What statement is made in
verse 15 to assure us that He can feel with us in our human infirmities?
10. On this basis, what are we told to do in verse 16? What can we expect
when we go to God for help?
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Chapter 5
Text

1. “For every high priest taken from among men is ordained for men in
things pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for
sins.
2. Who can have compassion on the ignorant, and on them that are out
of the way; for that He Himself also is compassed with infirmity.
3. And by reason hereof he ought, as for the people, so also for himself,
to offer for sins.
4. And no man taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is called of
God, as was Aaron.
5. So also Christ glorified not Himself to be made a high priest; but He
that said unto Him, Thou art my Son, today have I begotten thee.
6. As He saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for ever after the
order of Melchisedec.
7. Who in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and
supplications with strong crying and tears unto Him that was able to save
Him from death, and was heard in that He feared;
8. Though He were a Son, yet learned He obedience by the things which
he suffered;
9. And being made perfect, He became the author of eternal salvation
unto all them that obey Him;
10. Called of God a high priest after the order of Melchisedec.
11. Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing
ye are dull of hearing.
12. For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one
teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and
are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.
13. For every one that useth milk is unskillful in the word of righteous-
ness; for he is a babe.
14. But strong meat belongeth to them that are full age, even those who
by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and
evil.”
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Theme:

The Ppiesthood of Churist.

1. “For every high priest taken from among men is ordained for
men in things pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and
sacrifices for sins:”

Ordinarily, a priest is chosen from among men as a representa-
tive of his fellow men, and he is properly appointed to offer gifts to
God as well as sacrifices for the sins of the people he serves.

2. “Who can have compassion on the ignorant, and on them that
are out of the way; for that he himself also is compassed with
infirmity.”

A priest, who is a man and knows intimately the frailties of
men, is able to deal empathically with the two types of people
under his ministry: (1) he can deal gently and with compassion
with those who are ignorant of all the points of God’s will; (2) he
can work compassionately, also, with those who have succumbed
to their weaknesses and are “out of the way” or erring.

3. “And by reason hereof he ought, as for the people, so also for
himself, to offer for sins.”

Because of the needs of the people to be forgiven for the sins
they have committed, the priest offers sacrifices, not only for
them, but for his own sins, also.

4. “And no man taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is
called of God, as was Aaron.”

No man appoints himself as high priest. God appointed the
priests and the order of their successors, as in the case of Aaron
(Exodus 28:1).

5. “So also Christ glorified not Himself to be made a high priest;
but He that said unto Him, Thou art my Son, today have I begot-
ten Thee.”

In a parallel, Christ did not make Himself high priest in the

new priesthood, but He was appointed by God when God pro-
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claimed, “Thou art my Son, today have I begotten thee.” This
statement of begetting says again that Christ was not the Son
from eternity, but that there was a point in time when He was
begotten as the Son of God and as the Son of man (1:5,6).
6. “As he saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for ever
after the order of Melchisedec.”

Psalm 110 foretells the coming of the Christ’s kingdom, and
verse 4 of that psalm is the place from which this quotation was
taken. In this statement, the promise of a new priesthood (after
Melchisedec instead of Aaron) and a new priest (Christ who was
not of the Levitical line) was made, with the assurance that this
order would be established forever. (See Chapter 7 for further
discussion of Melchisedec.)

7. “Who in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers
and supplications with strong crying and tears unto Him that was
able to save Him from death, and was heard in that He feared;”

What a powerful verse, so filled with the picture of the agony
of Christ! Obviously, this is a description of the prayers in the
Garden of Gethsemane just before Christ committed Himself to the
endurance of the shame of the cross and the unutterable horror of
separation from God as He took on Himself, as His own, the sins
of all mankind. The penalty for sin is death, and Christ prayed with
strong crying and tears to be delivered from such punishment if it
could be possible. Early Christians, during the persecution of the
first century, went to their deaths singing and praying to God. Were
they more courageous than the Saviour they followed? No. I am
convinced that it was not the physical pain and death of the cross
that Christ dreaded; rather, it was the spiritual agony and the sepa-
ration from God that He would experience for the first time when
he shouldered man’s sin, which caused Him to cry out for some
other way. But even in the face of such an ordeal, His attitude
toward God was one of deep respect and reverence.

8. “Though He were a Son, yet learned He obedience by the

things which He suffered;”
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As the Word, there had been no “subjection”, no “obedience”
to learn; but when Christ took the form of man and subjected
Himself to the will of God, He learned by experience the attitude
of obedience to another’s will, as we are to learn subjection.

9. “And being made perfect, He became the author of eternal
salvation unto all them that obey Him;”

As in Hebrews 2:10, we see here another reference to the per-
fection Christ achieved when He qualified Himself as Saviour by
dying in man’s stead. Thus, He became the One through whom
eternal salvation is gained, as believers obey the Gospel.

10. “Called of God a high priest after the order of Melchisedec.”

A re-stating of verse 6.

11. “Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered,
seeing ye are dull of hearing.”

This verse is the introduction to the author’s further writing
about the two priesthoods in the following chapters. He shows
the difficulty of explaining the many things he wanted to say on
the subject because he knew that the readers had dulled their
hearing, spiritually.

12. “For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need
that one teach you again which be the first principles of the ora-
cles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not
of strong meat.”

How did he know? He knew that the time had long passed
when they should have been handling God’s word with maturity
in teaching others — yet they had not grown spiritually and were
actually in need of having someone to come and teach them
again the basic truths of the Gospel. They needed milk, not the
strong meat of God’s word. How often, today, do people take the
life-giving Book and, by mishandling it and wrongly reading and
ignoring its teaching, they make it an instrument of death to
themselves (2 Corinthians 2:16).

13. “For everyone that useth milk is unskillful in the word of

righteousness; for he is a babe.”
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The young inexperienced Christian does not know God’s
word well enough to use it with skill in his own life or in teaching
others. The Hebrew Christians had become like babies, because
they had not studied and grown.

14. “But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even
those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern
both good and evil.”

Mature people can eat and digest meat. Mature Christians
can handle the more difficult things of the word of God. Because
they have exercised their senses well, it is a simple thing to dis-
tinguish good from evil.

Discussion Questions:

1. What is the purpose of high priests who are chosen from among men?

2. Why is the high priest able to feel compassion for the ignorant and
those who have problems?

3. Who offers sacrifices for the sins of the high priest?

4. Can a priest appoint himself? Who appointed Christ?

5. Simultaneously with the Word’s appointment as High Priest over the
family of God was what statement concerning His Sonship with God?

6. How long will Christ be High Priest after the order of Melchisedec?
7. Describe the scene of Christ praying for some other way to save
mankind. Was it physical pain and death that troubled Him?

8. Even as a Son, what did Christ learn? What does this tell us about His
likeness with humans (in a learning process) compared with the omnis-
cience of Deity?

9. How was Christ “made perfect”? Does this mean that He was not per-
fect, that He had committed sins?

10. What was the great problem with the Hebrew Christians to whom this
letter is directed?
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Chapter 6
Text

1. “Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us
go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance
from dead works, and of faith toward God,
2. Of the doctrine of baptisms and of laying on of hands, and of
resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.
3. And this will we do, if God permit.
4. For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have
tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost,
5. And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the
world to come,
6. If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance;
seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh and put
Him to an open shame.
7. For the earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it,
and bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom it is dressed,
receiveth blessing from God:
8. But that which beareth thorns and briers is rejected, and is nigh
unto cursing; whose end is to be burned.
9. But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things
that accompany salvation, though we thus speak.
10. For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of
love, which ye have shewed toward His name, in that ye have min-
istered to the saints and do minister.
11. And we desire that every one of you do shew the same diligence
to the full assurance of hope unto the end.
12. That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith
and patience inherit the promises.
13. For when God made promise to Abraham, because He could
swear by no greater, He sware by Himself,
14. Saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will
multiply thee.
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15. And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the prom-
ise.

16. For men verily swear by the greater; and an oath for confirma-
tion is to them an end of all strife.

17. Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs
of promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an
oath:

18. That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for
God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for
refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us:

19. Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and
steadfast, and which entereth into that within the veil,

20. Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made a
high priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.”

Theme:
Steadfastness Urged in Christians
Because of God's Steadfastuess.

1. “Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ let us go
on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from
dead works, and of faith toward God,”

In the previous chapter, the contrast was made between those
who still needed the milk of the word and those who had exercised
themselves in the development of Christianity and were able to par-
take of the meat of the word. Therefore, the writer urges the
Hebrews to go on, past the doctrines of first principles, and to reach
toward the perfection of manhood in Christ. In the latter part of the
verse he lists some of the foundation principles: repentance from
dead works and the learning of faith toward God. These lessons
should be learned before a person obeys the gospel and during the
early period of the Christian’s life; they are not lessons in which the
mature Christian should need continual study and reminders.
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2. “Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and
of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.”

The writer continues the list of “first principles™:

® The teachings concerning baptisms:
a. The baptism of John which ended with the death of John
(Acts 19:1-5),
b. Christ’s baptism of suffering (Mark 10:38),

c. The baptism of fire which will be the punishment of the
wicked (Matthew 3:11),

d. The baptism of the Holy Spirit which God administered in
two cases: the apostles on the day of Pentecost, representing the
Jewish people (Acts 2:4); Cornelius and his household, repre-
senting the Gentiles (Acts 10:44).

e. The baptism of the Great Commission which was the only
one in force by the time Hebrews was written (Ephesians 4:4,5).

® Concerning the giving of miraculous gifts by the laying on
of the apostles’ hands (Acts 6:6; 8:17) during the infancy of the
church, before the scriptures had been completed.

® The teaching concerning the resurrection of the dead,
when Christ will summon from the graves both the good and the
evil, to face judgment and to inherit life or death, according to
their obedience to Him.

®  The teachings concerning the judgment that is coming. All
of these are doctrines of first principles that should be learned early
in one’s Christian life, as a foundation for further development.

3. “And this will we do, if God permit.”

3. He affirms the desire to move forward spiritually.
4. “For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened,
and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of
the Holy Ghost,”
Now the writer shows the state of those who have left the truth.
He describes his subjects as “those who were once enlightened”
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— they had a full understanding of the truth; and “have tasted of
the heavenly gift” — possibly this heavenly gift is the realization
of salvation, of having lived with consciences at peace with God
because they knew their sins were forgiven; they “were made par-
takers of the Holy Ghost” — this Person of the Godhead dwells
within each Christian (Acts 5:32) to strengthen him (Ephesians
3:16; Romans 8:9-11,26,27) and to sustain him spiritually. Those
who teach the impossibility of apostasy — that no one who was
actually saved can ever be lost — are ignoring this clear descrip-
tion of saved people who were being warned that they were in dan-
ger of being lost because of their lack of growth in Christ.

5. “And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the

world to come,”

“...and have tasted the good word of God” — the Christian
who has grown to maturity has learned the word of God and, in the
process, has discovered the marvel of seeing the mind of God
revealed in all its wisdom and love and compassion and purity;
“and the powers of the world to come” — in the world to come
the power of God will not be in opposition to the power of Satan,
but will be absolute after complete victory over evil. Satan and his
host will be confined to hell for eternity. But even in this world,
the Christian who walks by faith has been able to see God’s power
over-ruling and working in his life (Romans 8:28), so that he
knows a taste already of the powers of the world to come.

6. “If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance;
seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put
Him to an open shame.”

If Christians who have known this degree of maturity in Christ
fall away, then (verse 4) it is impossible for a person to go to them
and to exhort them so that they will repent. Why? Because they
have already known the fullness of life in Christ. They have a
knowledge of all the scriptures that should have kept them faithful,
yet they have left that relationship. Which words or promises

would one use to prick such consciences, deadened by sin?
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The only hope for such a person would be, not for someone
else to renew him to repentance, but that possibly his own knowl-
edge of God and his own experience in Christianity might even-
tually arouse a desire to return to that love he once knew. But
their state of rebellion borders on hopelessness and that is why
the writer reminds the weak Hebrews of the danger threatening
them if they don’t begin to grow up in Christ; it would certainly
be possible for them, too, to fall away. In their weakness they
have, in essence, cast their voice with those who cried, “Crucify
Him, crucify Him”, turning away from their confession of Christ
as their Saviour, and shaming Him before all men.

A Christian has made a verbal public proclamation and also has
spoken through his life, saying that Christ is the Son of God and is
worthy of being followed. When such a person turns away from
that profession of faith, he is saying, “I tried Christ as my Saviour
and found that He is not worthy of my love and allegiance.”

“For the earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft
upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom it is
dressed, receiveth blessing from God:”

The illustration is made in this verse of the earth drinking in the
rain from God and, in turn, bringing forth the fruit for those who
work the soil. The lesson is that those souls who receive the bless-
ings of God and bear fruit are pleasing to Him and will be blessed
for their fruitfulness.

“But that which beareth thorns and briers is rejected, and is
nigh unto cursing; whose end is to be burned.”

But briars and thorns, which consume strength from the soil,
are to be cursed and will eventually be burned. The Christian
who falls away produces spiritual “briars and thorns” — hin-
drances to himself and to faithful Christians. He will eventually
be cast into hell.

“But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things
that accompany salvation, though we thus speak.”
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The writer assures the Hebrews that he has confidence that
they will not fall, and he believes that their lives will be the kind
that can be blessed with salvation, even though he does speak the
dire warnings to them.

10. “For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour
of love, which ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister.”

He remembers, and says that God is also aware of the work of
love that they had done and continued to do in His name, in their
ministry and service to Christians who needed their help either
physically or spiritually.

11. “And we desire that every one of you do show the same dili-
gence to the full assurance of hope unto the end:”

He encourages each Christian to show this same dedication
and earnestness in his service, with full confidence to the end of
life, in his hope of eternal life with God.

12. “That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through
faith and patience inherit the promises.”

They were urged not to be lazy, but to follow the example of
others before them who, because of their faith and steadfastness,
their patience in endurance, had inherited the promises of God.

13. “For when God made promise to Abraham, because He could
swear by no greater, He sware by Himself,”

In Romans 4:13 and Galatians 3:8 God promised Abraham
that through his descendants the whole world would be blessed.
For assurance regarding that promise, God swore by Himself that
it would be fulfilled. When a person swears by something, it is
usually the thing he regards or reveres most highly. Since God is
the greatest Being in existence, there was nothing greater by
which He could swear than Himself.

14. “Saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying 1
will multiply thee.”

God promised to bless Abraham and to multiply his seed as
the sand of the sea shore (Genesis 22:16,17).
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15. “And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the
promise.”

Abraham did not receive the promise immediately. It was
many years before his son was born, so it was only after patiently
waiting, trusting that God would keep His word, that the promise
was finally fulfilled.

16. “For men verily swear by the greater; and an oath for confir-
mation is to them an end of all strife.”

When an oath or confirmation is needed, men swear by some-
thing greater than themselves, and this assurance is sufficient to
end all doubt of the promise being kept.

17. “Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the
heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by
an oath:”

God’s promise is actually sufficient to bind Himself to what-
ever He has said he would do, but for further assurance to those
who are promised salvation as heirs of the covenant He made
with Abraham, God not only gave His word but He confirmed it
by swearing by Himself that He spoke the truth.

The “heirs of the promise” are the souls in God’s family who
have been blessed with salvation in Christ. Though Isaac was the
initial fulfillment of promise to Abraham, his spiritual heirs are
those who accept God by faith (as Abraham did) and who become
His children through Christ, the true “seed” (Galatians 3:29).

18. “That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for
God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for
refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us:”

Thus, the believer has two unchangeable assurances: (a) God’s
promise and (b) the oath. In both of these things it was impossible
for God to lie, so we who have turned to God for hope of eternal
life have strong encouragement to continue faithful to Him.

19. “Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and
steadfast, and which entereth into that within the veil;”
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This hope that we have is therefore a guaranteed and irrevo-
cable thing. It serves as an anchor binding the soul firmly to
God, sparing it from being blown about with every doctrine
(Ephesians 4:14). Our anchor “enters into that within the veil,”
i.e., it binds us to God Himself (the veil is an allusion to the veil
in the temple before the Holy of Holies, where God’s presence
dwelled).

20. “Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made
a high priest forever after the order of Melchisedec.”

Our forerunner, Christ, has already entered into God’s pres-
ence for us. This is the same Jesus who has been made a contin-
uing High Priest for us after the order of the priesthood of
Melchisedec.

Discussion Questions:

1. What were mature Christians urged to do in verse 1?
2. Discuss the five “baptisms” mentioned in the Scriptures?

3. The writer lists four types of teachings that are categorized as founda-
tional. Discuss these.

4. Describe the Christian, in verses 4 and 5, who was fully taught but who
was in danger of falling away from the truth.

5. What does the writer say is impossible for another to do for such a fall-
en Christian?

6. Discuss some of the works of love which the recipients of the Hebrew
letter had done.

7. Verses 13 through 17 talk of God swearing an oath to two people or
groups of people, concerning promises. Who were these people and what
were the promises?

8. What are the two immutable things that assure us of the faithfulness of
God’s promise?
9. What does this hope do for our souls?

10. Who has entered into God’s presence before us, to prepare the way for
us?
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Chapter 7

Text
1. “For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most high God, who
met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed him;
2. To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by inter-
pretation King of righteousness, and after that also King of Salem, which
is, King of peace;
3. Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither
beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God;
abideth a priest continually.
4. Now consider how great this man was, unto whom even the patriarch
Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils.
5. And verily they that are of the sons of Levi, who receive the office of
the priesthood, have a commandment to take tithes of the people accord-
ing to the law, that is, of their brethren, though they come out of the loins
of Abraham:
6. But he whose descent is not counted from them received tithes of
Abraham, and blessed him that had the promises.
7. And without all contradiction the less is blessed of the better.
8. And here men that die receive tithes; but there he receiveth them, of
whom it is witnessed that he liveth;
9. And as | may so say, Levi also, who receiveth tithes, paid tithes in
Abraham.
10. For he was yet in the loins of his father, when Melchisedec met him.
11. If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood (for under it
the people received the law), what further need was there that another
priest should rise after the order of Melchisedec, and not be called after
the order of Aaron?
12. For the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a change
also of the law.
13. For He of whom these things are spoken pertaineth to another tribe,
of which no man gave attendance at the altar.
14. For it is evident that our Lord sprang out of Judah; of which tribe
Moses spake nothing concerning priesthood.
15. And it is yet far more evident: for that after the similitude of
Melchisedec there ariseth another priest,
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16. Who is made, not after the law of a carnal commandment, but after
the power of an endless life.

17. For He testifieth, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of
Melchisedec.

18. For there is verily a disannulling of the commandment going before
for the weakness and unprofitableness thereof,

19. For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope
did; by the which we draw nigh unto God.

20. And inasmuch as not without an oath He was made priest;

21. (For those priests were made without an oath; but this with an oath by
Him that said unto Him, The Lord sware and will not repent, Thou art a
priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec):

22. By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better testament.

23. And they truly were many priests, because they were not suffered to
continue by reason of death;

24. But this man, because He continueth ever, hath an unchangeable
priesthood.

25. Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come
unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.
26. For such a high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled,
separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens;

27. Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first
for His own sins, and then for the peoples; for this He did once, when He
offered up Himself.

28. For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the
word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is con-
secrated for evermore.”

Theme:
The Superiority of Chwist’'s Priesthood
over the Priesthood of Aaron.

1. “For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most high
God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the

kings; and blessed him;”
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The reference is made to Melchisedec (Genesis 14:18) who
was both king of Salem (ancient Jeru-Salem) and priest of God.
In this he typified Christ, who is also both priest and king. When
Abraham was returning from a battle, Melchisedec met him on
the way and blessed him.

2. “To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all, first being
by interpretation King of righteousness, and after that also King
of Salem, which is, King of peace;”

Abraham, recognizing Melchisedec’s priesthood, paid a tithe
of the spoils of the battle to him. The name Melchisedec means
“righteousness” and the title “King of Salem” means “King of
peace”, both of which are also used to describe Christ, the Prince
of Peace and the Son of righteousness (Malachi 4:2).

3. “Without father, without mother, without decent, having nei-
ther beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son
of God; abideth a priest continually.”

To the Hebrews, knowledge of genealogy and of one’s
belonging to the Hebrew nation were of great importance. In
contrast to this, nothing is known or recorded of Melchisedec’s
ancestry, or of his birth or death, so that in the mind’s eye he had
“no beginning and no end but remains a priest continually.” In
this way he is made “like unto the Son of God.” We know of
Jesus’ earthly mother, of His Jewish genealogy and of His phys-
ical birth and death. But the Son of God had no beginning of
days, and no end; He has no genealogy and He arose not of a line
of Jewish kings or priests, but stood alone as the beginning and
continuing king and priest in His dynasty.

4. “Now consider how great this man was, unto whom even the
patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils.”

To the Hebrew people there was no greater man than
Abraham, the father of their nation. But even Abraham acknowl-
edged Melchisedec’s greatness over his own by giving him tithes
of his spoils; yet Melchisedec in all his greatness was only a
shadow of true Priest and King, Christ Jesus.
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5. “And verily they that are of the sons of Levi, who receive the
office of the priesthood, have a commandment to take tithes of the
people according to the law, that is, of their brethren, though they
come out of the loins of Abraham:”

Abraham’s descendants, divided into the twelve tribes of
Israel, recognized the Levitical tribe as the one appointed to
priesthood among them. The Levites collected tithes of their
brethren, as though the Levites were honoured above the other
tribes, when in reality all of the Israelites were born of the loins
of Abraham and were therefore equal.

6. “But he whose descent is not counted from them received
tithes of Abraham and blessed him that had the promises.”

Melchisedec was not of the Israelites, or of the tribe of Levi,
yet he not only received tithes from Abraham but he also pro-
nounced a blessing on Abraham, the man who was so great in
God’s sight that he was called “the Friend of God” (James 2:23).
Abraham was singled out to receive the promises of God and to
become the one through whose lineage the Saviour was born.

7. “And without all contradiction the less is blessed of the better.”

The truth that was inferred in verse 4 is now stated plainly:
Melchisedec, who gave the blessing, was greater than Abraham,
who received it.

8. “And here men that die receive tithes: but there he receiveth
them of whom it is witnessed that he liveth.”

Under the Levitical priesthood the priests were constantly
changing because they were only men, subject to death. The con-
trast is again made between their changing priesthood and
Melchisedec’s, in which he was the only priest, abiding continu-
ally (verse 3), because there is no record of his death or of his suc-
cessor in the priesthood. Again, this is a figure of the Priesthood
of Christ, which has only one continuing priest forever.

9. “And as I may so say, Levi also, who receiveth tithes, paid
tithes in Abraham.”
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Levi, the father of the tribe of priests, who received tithes of
his brethren, paid tithes through Abraham to Melchisedec.
10. “For he was yet in the loins of his father when Melchisedec
met him.”

Levi was yet to be born when Abraham paid tribute to
Melchisedec.
11. “If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood (for
under it the people received the law), what further need was there
that another priest should rise after the order of Melchisedec, and
not be called after the order of Aaron?”

The writer begins now with his reason for contrasting the
priesthood of Melchisedec with the priesthood of Levi. The
Israelites received the law of Moses in conjunction with the
Levitical priesthood. Some of the Hebrew Christians wanted to
cling to that law and priesthood. To combat this error, the ques-
tion is raised, Why was a priest (Christ) raised after the order of
Melchisedec, and not after Aaron or the Levitical priesthood, if
perfection came by the Levitical priesthood? The answer is obvi-
ous: perfection could not be attained by that priesthood, and so a
new one after the order of Melchisedec was raised up.

12. “For the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity
a change also of the law.”

The second point of the writer’s discussion is stated in this
verse: (1) the priesthood has been changed; (2) this necessitates
a change also in the law which authorizes the priesthood.
13. “For He of whom these things are spoken pertaineth to
another tribe, of which no man gave attendance at the altar.”

According to the law of Moses, only men of the tribe of Levi
could be priests. Christ, who is the new high priest, was not of
this tribe and could not, therefore, lawfully serve as priest if the
law of Moses continued in force.

14. “For it is evident that our Lord sprang out of Judah; of which
tribe Moses spake nothing concerning priesthood.”
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Christ was born of the tribe of Judah, David’s family line.
The law of Moses did not allow for any of the tribe of Judah to
serve as priests.
15. “And it is yet far more evident; for that after the similitude of
Melchisedec there ariseth another priest,”

So, he says, this is a very evident truth: a new priest has arisen
after the likeness of Melchisedec, who preceded the Levitical
priesthood both in time and in greatness (verses 7,9,10).

16. “Who is made, not after the law of a carnal commandment,
but after the power of an endless life.”

This new Priest was not made by a carnal law, such as that given
by Moses, through which dying men served as priests; but he was
made Priest because of the power of eternal life which He held
within Himself (John 5:26; 10:17).

17. “For He testifieth, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of
Melchisedec.”

God testified (Psalm 110:4) that Christ would be a continuing
priest forever, after the order of Melchisedec.
18. “For there is verily a disannulling of the commandment going
before for the weakness and unprofitableness thereof.

The “carnal commandment” was disannulled or removed
because it held inherent weakness and was therefore unprofitable
in accomplishing God’s ultimate purpose of saving men.

19. “For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a bet-
ter hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto God.”

The law that Moses gave pointed out what man should do and
what he could not do. Thus, sin was made evident as sin by the
Mosaic law (Romans 7:7). But though offering was made under
that law for sin, the blood of animals could not actually remove
the guilt (Hebrews 10:4). All of their sacrifices would have been
worth nothing to them if Christ had not died, thus covering the
obedient Israelites with His cleansing blood. Therefore, though
the law of Moses could not remove sin, the blood shed by Christ
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did accomplish that, and through Him we are able to enter into
God’s presence, cleansed from the sin that had separated us from
Him (Isaiah 59:1,2).
20. “And inasmuch as not without an oath He was made priest:”
The priesthood of Christ is irrevocable, because it was con-
firmed by the very oath of God.
21. “For those priests were made without an oath; but this with
an oath by Him that said unto Him, The Lord sware and will not
repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec:”

The priests of Levi were born to their priesthood and were not
made priests by oaths, but God confirmed Christ’s priesthood
and will not change it, in His promise, “Thou art a priest forever
after the order of Melchisedec.”

22. “By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better testament.”

No oath confirmed the Levitical priests; the oath of God con-
firmed Christ’s priesthood, and His testament or covenant or law
is just that much greater than theirs. Another point to be noted
here: Jesus is the surety of this new covenant. We have received
this law, the New Testament. It stands or falls on the genuineness
of Christ. If He is truly the Son of God, as He claimed, then He
is our guarantor that every word of this new will shall stand. If
He can be proved false, the New Testament falls with Him.
Truly, He is our surety, or guarantee, as we follow the law He has
given.

23. “And they truly were many priests, because they were not suf-
fered to continue by reason of death:”

Under the Levitical priesthood there were many priests
because of death.
24. “But this man, because He continueth ever, hath an
unchangeable priesthood.”

Christ is the eternal Word, the Son of God, so He continues
forever and there will never be another priest to replace Him.
25. “Wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost that
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come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make interces-
sion for them.”

New priests had to learn the work and the people before they
could be of much help, but because Christ continues to be the
priest forever He is always there, ready to save and knowing best
how to help those who come to God by Him (and it is only
through Him that we have access to God).

God, standing alone, and man, standing alone, are forever
separated by the wall of sin. But Christ, the Son of God and the
Son of man, is able, because of His sinlessness, to stand in the
presence of God; and when men are washed by His blood
(Hebrews 9:14) they, too, can stand with Him, through Him, by
Him, in the presence of God without sin being imputed to them
or counted against their record. In other words, Christ’s blood
removes every stain of sin from His brothers — the obedient
children of God (Mark 16:16; Romans 6:3,4; Romans 8:17;
Galatians 4:4-7; Ephesians 1:7; Hebrews 10:19; 1 Peter 1:18,19)
— so that they, with Him, again have the right to enter into God’s
presence as faithful children. That Christ “ever liveth” shows a
continuing state; Christ continues to live in order to speak for His
brothers.

26. “For such a high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, un-
defiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens;”

This is the High Priest whom we have: One who is holy, without
guile, unstained by sin, separate from sinners. While in the world
Jesus associated with sinners, but He did not partake of their sins;
now, as the exalted Son at the right hand of God, His mercy is
extended to sinners, but He is separate from sinners in this way:
those sinners who truly come to Him do so in obedience, believing
in His Sonship, and washing themselves in baptism in His blood.
Thus, in the process of coming to Him they are cleansed of their sins
and are no longer counted as sinners. A man who remains in his sin
cannot be with Christ in association with Him.
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Christ is also made higher than the heavens, i.e., He has all
authority in heaven and in earth (Matthew 28:18); only God
Himself is not placed under subjection to the Son (1 Corinthians
15:27).

27. “Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sac-
rifice, first for his own sins, and then for the peoples’s, for this He
did once, when He offered up Himself.”

Under the law of Moses it was necessary for sacrifices to be
made repeatedly, first for the priests and then for the people.
Christ had no sins for which to make sacrifice; and the sacrifice
of Himself was so great that it needed to be made only once to
atone for all sin for all time, for those who are obedient.

28. “For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity;
but the word of the oath, which was since the law maketh the Son,
who is consecrated for ever more.”

The high priests who were appointed under the law were still
only men, with the weaknesses and sins of men; but the oath of
God which was since the law (Psalm 110:4) was a promise made
after the law of Moses had been given. This shows that even
though that law was in force at that time, it was not to continue
forever. “... maketh or appointeth” — “eth”: continually making
or confirming the Son, who is consecrated (set apart for this
work) or perfected (made wholly fitted for His work) forever.

Note, too, that though the Word did not have the relationship
of Son with Father before He was born as the Son of God, Son of
man (Hebrews 1:5) and before He learned obedience (Hebrews
5:8), yet that relationship is here described as one that will
remain forever. If we are children of God through our brother-
hood with Christ, and if we are to continue to be children of God
for eternity, it must of necessity be through Christ’s continuing to
fill the role of Son of God and brother of man for that same eter-
nity (Romans 8:17). What price was my salvation!
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Discussion Questions:

1. Why was the priesthood of Melchisedec superior to that of Aaron (the
Levitical Priesthood)?

2. Review the points about Abraham offering tithes to Melchisedec, and
discuss the significance of this.

3. To the Hebrew Christians who wanted to go back to the Law of Moses,
how did this argument establish the superiority of the Priesthood of Christ
over the Levitical Priesthood, and of His law over the law of Moses?

4. When the priesthood changes, what else is changed, of necessity?

5. Did the law of Moses point out sin? Were sacrifices made for sin under
that law? Were animal sacrifices sufficient to cleanse sin?

6. How are we able to draw nigh to God?
7. Describe the holiness of the High Priest who is over us.

8. How does the blood of Christ cleanse us, as the blood of animals could
not do?

9. Christ is consecrated as our High Priest for how long?
10. Discuss the cost of our salvation to God and the Word, (Christ).
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Chapter 8

Text
1. “Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have
such a high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the
Majesty in the heavens;
2. A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord
pitched, and not man.
3. For every high priest is ordained to offer gifts and sacrifices; where-
fore it is of necessity that this man have somewhat also to offer.
4. For if He were on earth, He should not be a priest, seeing that there are
priests that offer gifts according to the law;
5. Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as
Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the taberna-
cle; for, See, saith He, that thou make all things according to the pattern
shewed to thee in the mount.
6. But now hath He obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much
also He is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon
better promises.
7. For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have
been sought for the second.
8. For finding fault with them, He saith, Behold, the days come, saith
the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and
with the house of Judah;
9. Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers, in the day
when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because
they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the Lord.
10. For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after
those days, saith the Lord; I will put My laws into their mind, and write them
in their hearts; and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to Me a people;
11. And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his
brother, saying, Know the Lord; for all shall know Me, from the least to
the greatest.
12. For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their
iniquities will I remember no more.
13. In that He saith, A new covenant, He hath made the first old. Now
that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.”
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Theme:
The Levitical Priesthood Abolished by
the Coming of the Priesthood of Chwist.

1. “Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We
have such a high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne
of the Majesty in the heavens;”

The writer summarizes his major points: Christ, who is our
high priest, is seated at the right hand of God in heaven (Mark
16:19; Ephesians 1:20).

2. “A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle,
which the Lord pitched, and not man.”

He is pictured as the one who ministers the heavenly sanctu-
ary, the true tabernacle. We are not to suppose that there is liter-
ally a tabernacle or physical building for a sanctuary in heaven,
but the likeness is suggested in order to help the readers under-
stand by earth’s ideas, at least to a shadowy degree, the heavenly
scene of worship. This heavenly place of worship was made
entirely by God, in contrast to the physical sanctuary made by
men, in which the earthly priests served. Christ, as our high
priest, mediates between God and Christians, offering to God our
sacrifice of worship and devotion.

3. “For every high priest is ordained to offer gifts and sacrifices.
Wherefore it is of necessity that this man have something also to

offer.”

The work of a high priest is to offer sacrifices; therefore
Christ, too, had to have something to offer as atonement for sins.
What He brought into the Holy of Holies was His own blood,
shed outside the gate, even as the sin offering was burned outside
the camp after the blood had been brought to the altar (Hebrews
9:13-15; 13:11,12; Leviticus 16).

4. “For if He were on earth, He should not be a priest, seeing

that these are priests that offer gifts according to the law:”
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As stated previously, Christ did not qualify to be a priest
according to the law of Moses, but the Levitical priests offered
the sacrifices under that law.

5. “Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as
Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the tab-
ernacle; for, See, saith He, that thou make all things according to
the pattern shewed to thee in the mount.”

Those priests served simply as a copy of the heavenly priest,
i.e., Christ Jesus, just as the tabernacle built by Moses was only
a copy of the pattern God had shown him in Mount Sinai
(Exodus 25:40).
6. “But now hath He obtained a more excellent ministry, by how
much also He is the mediator of a better covenant, which was
established upon better promises.”

The superiority of the New Way is established over the Old:
(1) Christ’s ministry is more excellent than Moses’, (2) because
He mediates a better covenant, (3) in that the new covenant is
founded upon better promises, i.e., salvation from sin, and eter-
nal life with God.
7. “For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no
place have been sought for the second.”

The question is raised, since God was the writer of the old
covenant, too, how could it be called “faulty”? Can any imper-
fect thing come from God? The fact that the first covenant was
faulty does not reflect in any way on its author, when we under-
stand what its faults were.

(1) God never intended the law of Moses to supply the real need
of mankind, which was to be met in the sacrifice of Christ. The law
was given after the descendants of Abraham proved their inability
to remain faithful to God; it was to fill the interim period until the
promise made to Abraham could be fulfilled in the coming of
Christ. Galatians 3:19 says that it was added (to the promise made
to Abraham) because of transgression, to be a schoolmaster to
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bring the people to Christ;

(2) That covenant was faulty because the priesthood was
faulty, in that it was made up of sinful, dying mortals (7:23-25);

(3) It was faulty because the sacrifices had to be repeated con-
tinually (10:11-14);

(4) It was faulty because animal sacrifices could not take away
sin (10:4). These priests and sacrifices were a shadow of the real
atonement and intercession that were later to be made possible in
Christ, but when Moses’ law was given, “the fullness of time”
(Galatians 4:4) for Christ’s birth had not come. So the shadows of
the real were given under the first covenant, with the understand-
ing that at the proper time the new and better covenant would be
given.

8. “For finding fault with them, He saith, Behold, the days
come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and with the house of Judah:”

If the people could have obeyed all of the laws given to
Moses, that law would have been sufficient, because its one
inadequacy lay in its inability to atone for sin. But because the
people sinned and God found fault with them, the promise was
made that the day would come when God would make a new
covenant with His people (Jeremiah 31:31-34).

9. “Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers,
in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the
land of Egypt; because they continued not in my covenant, and 1
regarded them not, saith the Lord.”

People who want to insist that the law of Moses is still binding
on men today overlook such clear passages as verse 9. The
covenant that is being done away is described as the one made with
the fathers (here, again, people need to note that only Jews were
under that covenant; it was never given to Gentile people and no
Gentiles, therefore, can scripturally claim to be under its authority
today). When? At the time that God led them out of Egypt. There
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can be no doubt that the law of Moses is the only one which can
possibly fit this description. The reason the covenant was being
done away was because the people broke it and, as a result, God’s
protection and care for them had to be withdrawn.
10. “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of
Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their
mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God,
and they shall be to me a people:”

The new covenant would differ from the old in that it would
not be a system of laws but a way of life, remolding the heart and
attitude so that the people living under it would truly be people
“after God's own heart”.

11. “And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every
man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know Me,
from the least to the greatest.”

Does this verse teach that, with the coming of the new
covenant, the whole world would know of it and there would be
no need to evangelize? If so, does not this verse contradict
Christ’s command to “Go into all the world and preach the
gospel ...” (Mark 16:16)? No, in order to understand this state-
ment, one must understand the “membership” in the two
covenants. With the first covenant, people were born physically
into the family of Israel, and they were Israelites whether they
knew the law of God, or obeyed it, or even believed in God. But
with the new covenant, one is born spiritually into God’s family
— the church — after he has been taught of God and has made
the decision to submit his will to God’s. Therefore, the “they” of
verse 11 refers back to the antecedent noun of verse 10, “people,
God’s people.” And among God’s family there is no need to
teach each other, saying, “Know the Lord,” because all of them
had to know Him before they could become a part of the family.

12. “For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their
sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.”
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Because of the cleansing power of the blood of Christ, for
those who are walking in the light (1 John 1:7), their sins are not
marked against their record (Romans 4:7,8) and they stand before
God, pure.

13. “In that He saith, A new covenant, He hath made the first old.
Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish
away.”

This verse is another one that clearly sounds the death knell
for following the old covenant, or the law of Moses. We can also
see God’s patience with a situation in these words. Judaism had
existed as the law of God for 1,500 years, and the Israelites were
deeply entrenched in following that system. God knew that it
could not be replaced overnight by the new way, in the minds of
the people, so He allowed a period of toleration when the practice
of the law of Christ and of the law of Moses was permitted side
by side. The actual ending of the old law and the beginning of
the new took place at Christ’s death (Colossians 2:14) but, in
practice, both continued until the destruction of the temple and
the end of the Jewish system of worship in 70 A.D. Thus we can
see why the words “decayeth” and “waxeth old” and “ready to
vanish away” are used in this verse, because this was written dur-
ing the period of transition.

We can see a glimpse of the practice of toleration also in Acts
21:17-26, when the apostles encouraged Paul to follow the tradi-
tional system of purification in order — hopefully — not to
arouse the hatred of the Jews in Jerusalem. The years between
the beginning of the church and the destruction of the temple
must have been difficult for the Christians in Palestine, and espe-
cially in Jerusalem, because they had the touchy task of convinc-
ing people that the old had been superseded by the new — yet
they had to be careful not to show disrespect for the old covenant
because it had been given by God and was still held as the bind-
ing law of God by most of the people.
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Discussion Questions:

1. How does the writer sum up his discussion concerning our High Priest?

2. Christ is High Priest where and in what kind of tabernacle? Who made
this tabernacle?

3. All priests were ordained to offer gifts to God. What is the gift Christ
offered?

4. How did the Law of Moses serve as an example and shadow of the real
spiritual tabernacle and sacrifice?

5. What words are used to describe the ministry, covenant, and promises
under the Law of Christ?

6. How was the Law of Moses inadequate?
7. Was it with the Law or the sinful people that God found fault?

8. Discuss the contrast between the Law God had made with the fathers
at Sinai, and the Law of Christ.

9. Where would the new Law live?

10. When the Holy Spirit spoke of the “new” covenant (the Law of
Christ) what did this indicate about the first covenant? Does it remain in
force today?
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Chapter 9
Text

1. “Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine service,
and a worldly sanctuary.

2. For there was a tabernacle made; the first, wherein was the candle-
stick, and the table, and the shewbread; which is called the sanctuary.

3. And after the second veil, the tabernacle which is called the holiest of
all;

4. Which had the golden censer, and the ark of the covenant overlaid
round about with gold, wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and
Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant;

5. And over it the cherubim of glory shadowing the mercy seat; of
which we cannot now speak particularly.

6. Now when these things were thus ordained, the priests went always
into the first tabernacle, accomplishing the service of God.

7. But into the second went the high priest alone once every year, not
without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the peo-
ples:

8. The Holy Ghost this signifying, that the way into the holiest of all
was not yet made manifest, while as the first tabernacle was yet standing:
9. Which was a figure for the time then present, in which were offered both
gifts and sacrifices, that could not make him that did the service perfect, as
pertaining to the conscience;

10. Which stood only in meats and drinks, and divers washings, and car-
nal ordinances, imposed on them until the time of reformation.

11. But Christ being come a high priest of good things to come, by a
greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say,
not of this building;

12. Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by His own blood He
entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption
for us.

13. For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of a heifer sprin-
kling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh;

14. How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal
Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, purged your conscience from
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dead works to serve the living God?

15. And for this cause He is the mediator of the new testament, that by
means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under
the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of
eternal inheritance.

16. For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of
the testator.

17. For a testament is of force after men are dead; otherwise it is of no
strength at all while the testator liveth.

18. Whereupon neither the first testament was dedicated without blood.
19. For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according
to the law, he took the blood of calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet
wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book and all the people.

20. Saying, This is the blood of the testament which God hath enjoined
unto you.

21. Moreover he sprinkled likewise with blood both the tabernacle, and
all the vessels of the ministry.

22. And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without
shedding of blood is no remission.

23. It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens
should be purified with these; but the heavenly things themselves with
better sacrifices than these.

24. For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which
are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the
presence of God for us:

25. Nor yet that He should offer Himself, often, as the high priest entereth
into the holy place every year with blood of others;

26. For then must He often have suffered since the foundation of the
world; but now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away
sin by the sacrifice of Himself.

27. And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judg-
ment;

28. So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them
that look for Him shall He appear the second time without sin unto salva-
tion.

61



Theme:
The Superiority of
the Blood and Covenant of Christ
over the Law of Moses.

1. “Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine
service, and worldly sanctuary.”

The writer begins a review and comparison of the first
covenant with the second. He states that there was worship under
the first covenant, and that there was a place set aside for wor-
ship, i.e., the sanctuary.

2. “For there was a tabernacle made; the first, wherein was the
candlestick, and the shewbread; which is called the sanctuary.”

The description is of the tent house of worship, the tabernacle,
built by Moses at God’s direction. Inside the Holy Place (the sanc-
tuary) were the candlestick and the table with the loaves of shew-
bread which were changed once each week (Exodus 25:8,23,30,31;
26:1,35; Leviticus 24:5,6).

3. “And after the second veil, the tabernacle which is called the
holiest of all;”

Between the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies was a veil
(Exodus 26:31,33; 40:3,21). This veil was torn from the top down
at the death of Christ. The tearing into two signified Christ’s entry
into the Holy of Holies, with His blood being brought to God in
atonement for the sins of men (Mark 15:38; Hebrews 9:24-26).

4. “Which had the golden censer, and the ark of the covenant
overlaid round about with gold, wherein was the golden pot that
had manna, and Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tables of the
covenant;”

The ark of the covenant (Exodus 25:10-16) was overlaid with
pure gold, and contained a golden pot of manna (Exodus
16:33,34), Aaron’s rod (Numbers 17:5,10) and the tables on
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which the law had been written (Deuteronomy 10:2,5).
5. And over it the cherubim of glory shadowing the mercy seat;
of which we cannot now speak particularly.

No mention is made of the ark after the Jews returned from
captivity in Babylon, so no detailed description is given concern-
ing the design of the cherubim that had once overshadowed it.

6. “Now when these things were thus ordained, the priests went
always into the first tabernacle, accomplishing the service of God.”

According to the order of worship specified by God, the
priests were allowed to enter the Holy Place each day and per-
form the various rituals in worship to God.

7. “But into the second went the high priest alone once every
year, not without blood, which he offered for himself and for the
errors of the people:”

Only the high priest was allowed to enter the Holy of Holies,
on one day a year, and even he could not enter without an offer-
ing of blood (Exodus 30:10; Leviticus 16:2,11,12,15).

Before entering, the priest bathed and dressed himself in spe-
cial linen clothes; he offered a bullock as a sin offering for him-
self and then entered the Holy of Holies with the blood, sprin-
kling it over the mercy seat. After this he offered a goat for the
sins of the people and sprinkled the mercy seat with its blood.
This was followed by the ceremony of the “scapegoat” which
symbolically took the sins of the people far away into the wilder-
ness. After this offering, he sacrificed a burnt offering for him-
self and another for the sins of the people, then he burned the sin
offering completely, outside the camp.

Four important points to be noted concerning this special day
of atonement are these: (1) The Holy of Holies could be entered
only one day each year. (2) Only the high priest could enter; nei-
ther the other priests nor the people had access to that area. (3)
Even the high priest could not enter into God’s presence without
blood. (4) The sacrifices were made for the high priest’s sins as
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well as for the people’s sins.
8. “The Holy Ghost this signifying, that the way into the Holiest
of all was not yet made manifest, while as the first tabernacle was
yet standing:”

The word of God was given through the Holy Ghost. He sig-
nified or testified of this truth: that as long as the first tabernacle,
or the covenant which it symbolized, was still standing, the way
into the Holy of Holies was not clearly visible to all; i.e., the
minds of the people were clouded so that all they could see and
accept was the old priestly system and sacrifice — they could not
see the sacrifice of Christ which opened the Holy of Holies to all
of God’s children.

9. “Which was a figure for the time then present, in which were
offered both gifts and sacrifices, that could not make him that did
the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience;”

The tabernacle was a figure suggesting the spiritual temple
and worship which would be possible through Christ. In the tab-
ernacle, gifts and offerings were made, though these sacrifices in
themselves had no power to cleanse consciences or to make the
worshippers perfect before God.

10. “Which stood only in meats and drinks, and divers washings,
and carnal ordinances, imposed on them until the time of refor-
mation.”

The various ceremonies and rituals were imposed on people
until (showing a time limitation, when this system would end) the
time of reformation, or a new order of worship.

11. “But Christ being come a high priest of good things to come,
by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands,
that is to say, not of this building;”

In contrast to those priests and those ceremonies, Christ has
become the high priest of good things to come; He entered into the
presence of God, into a “greater and more perfect tabernacle, not
made with hands.” Daniel 7:13,14 shows His triumphant entry
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into the heavens.
12. “Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by His own
blood He entered in once into the holy place, having obtained
eternal redemption for us.”

Even as the earthly high priests did not enter the holiest of all
without blood, Christ also brought a sacrifice of blood — His
own — to offer (not for His own sins, for He had none) for the
eternal redemption of all who will submit to being washed by His
blood (Romans 6:3,4; Revelation 1:5).

13. “For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of a heifer
sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh:”

As a figure, the blood of animal sacrifices sanctified the wor-
shippers.
14. “How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the
eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, purge your
conscience from dead works to serve the living God?”

By contrast, how much more are we assured of eternal cleans-
ing by the blood of Christ Himself, who through the Spirit made
of Himself a sinless offering before God, and is therefore able to
cleanse our consciences of their dead works so that we may faith-
fully serve God who lives?

15. “And for this cause He is the mediator of the new testament,
that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions
that were under the first testament, they which are called might
receive the promise of eternal inheritance.”

This verse states: (1) Christ is the mediator (the one making rec-
onciliation between man and God) of the new festament (showing
that the old is no longer binding: two laws cannot be in force at the
same time); (2) How is He the mediator, and by what means does
He do what He does? By means of His own death; the sacrifice of
Himself; (3) Why did He die? Not only for those who would live
under the New Covenant, but also for those who had lived and died
in faith, performing the rites and ceremonies under the old law; (4)
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He died so that those who had heard and answered God’s call to
obedience and salvation under that first covenant might also receive
the eternal inheritance for which they had hoped.
16. “For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the
death of the testator.”

A testament is a will. The fact is stated that no will goes into
effect until the death of the person who made the will.
17. “For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it
is of no strength at all while the testator liveth”

No will is executed until the writer is dead. As long as the tes-
tator is alive he can do whatever he pleases to do with his posses-
sions; he can make demands or promises or gifts as he chooses.
But when he is dead, the will — as he wrote it — becomes the
governing power over all that was his. Galatians 3:15 adds that,
even with a man’s will, once he is dead, no man changes it or
adds to it. How much more should man fear to try to change,
or add to, the will sealed with the blood of Christ!

18. “Whereupon neither the first testament was dedicated without
blood”

Neither covenant was sealed or dedicated without blood.
19. “For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people
according to the law, he took the blood of calves and of goats,
with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the
book and all the people,”

After Moses read the law to the people, he took blood and
sprinkled both the book and the people.
20. “Saying, This is the blood of the testament which God hath
enjoined unto you.”

The words Moses spoke were: This is the blood of the testa-
ment God hath enjoined upon you (Exodus 24:8).
21. “Moreover he sprinkled likewise with blood both the taberna-
cle, and all the vessels of the ministry;”

He also sprinkled the place of worship and the various vessels
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used in worship.
22. “And almost all things are, by the law, purged with blood; and
without shedding of blood is no remission.”

According to the law, almost everything has to be cleansed by
blood; and there is no forgiveness without purging (Lev. 17:11).
23. “It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the
heavens should be purified with these; but the heavenly things
themselves with better sacrifices than these”

The earthly tabernacle and vessels were a figure of the heav-
enly. The figures were dedicated with animal blood; but a better
sacrifice was necessary for the heavenly things.

24. “For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with
hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself,
now to appear in the presence of God for us”

Christ has not entered as a high priest, behind the veil and in
the Holy of Holies in the earthly tabernacle. He has entered for
us into the heavenly sanctuary, into the actual presence of God.

25. “Nor yet that He should offer Himself often, as the high priest
entereth into the holy place every year with blood of others;”

It was not necessary for Christ to offer Himself yearly as a
sacrifice, as the earthly priests made offerings. His offering was
once and for all.

26. “For then must He often have suffered since the foundation of
the world: but now once in the end of the world hath He appeared
to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.”

If that had been necessary, He would have died yearly since the
beginning. But His offering is so far superior to that of the earthly
priests that it was necessary for it to be made only once in order to
absolutely remove the sins of the people who are cleansed by it.

27. “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the
judgment:”

Contrary to many religions, the scriptures declare that each

man will die only once; after that, he must face the judgment.
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28. “So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and
unto them that look for Him shall He appear the second time
without sin unto salvation.”

Therefore, Christ died only once, bearing in His body the sins of
men (2 Corinthians 5:21). His sacrifice was great enough to atone
for all men. Not all will accept the salvation He provides, but for
those “that look for Him” He will one day return without sin. When
He left the earth to make His offering of His own blood in atone-
ment for the sins of mankind, His work and purpose were the deal-
ing with sin and the purification from it; but when He comes back
it will not be to deal with sin, but to bring the eternal inheritance of
salvation. He will come to save those who have lived faithful lives
of obedience. He will also come to bring judgment on the ungodly
and sinners, but this verse deals with the righteous only.

Discussion Questions:
1. Describe the tabernacle and the furnishings in it.
2. What was in the Holy of Holies?
3. What happened to the veil between the Holy Place and the Holy of
Holies in the temple when Christ died?
4. How often did the High Priest go into the Holy of Holies? What prepara-
tion did he make? What did he take with him, and what did he do with it?
5. Describe the parallel in Christ’s going into the heavenly “Holy of
Holies” with the sacrifice for us.
6. Christ became the Mediator of what? Is He also the Mediator for those
who lived and died under the first covenant?
7. Before a will or testament is binding, what must happen to the one who
made the will?
8. What is necessary if sins are to be purged? Was the blood of animals
adequate for the cleansing?
9. What is appointed for all men? What comes after that?
10. Why was Christ offered? How many times was it necessary for Him to
sacrifice Himself? When He returns, will it be to die again for man, or will

it be to complete our salvation by taking His brethren home to be with God?
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Chapter 10
Text

1. “For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the
very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices, which they
offered year by year continually, make the comers thereunto perfect.
2. For then would they not have ceased to be offered because that the
worshippers once purged should have had no more conscience of sins.
3. But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of sins
every year.
4. For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take
away sins.
5. Wherefore, when He cometh into the world, He saith, Sacrifice and
offering Thou wouldest not, but a body hast Thou prepared Me:
6. In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin Thou hast had no pleasure.
7. Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of Me)
to do Thy will, O God.
8. Above when He said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and
offering for sin Thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which
are offered by the law;
9. Then said He, Lo, I come to do Thy will, O God. He taketh away the
first, that He may establish the second.
10. By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body
of Jesus Christ once for all.
11. And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes
the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins;
12. But this man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat
down at the right hand of God;
13. From henceforth expecting till His enemies be made His footstool.
14. For by one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sancti-
fied.
15. Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us; for after that He had
said before,
16. This is the covenant that [ will make with them after those days, saith
the Lord; I will put My laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I
write them;
17. And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.
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18. Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin.
19. Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the
blood of Jesus,

20. By a new living way, which He hath consecrated for us, through the
vail, that is to say, His flesh;

21. And having a high priest over the house of God,

22. Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having
our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with
pure water.

23. Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; for He
is faithful that promised;

24. And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good
works;

25. Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of
some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the
day approaching.

26. For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of
the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins.

27. But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation,
which shall devour the adversaries.

28. He that despised Moses’ law died without mercy under two or three
witnesses:

29. Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought wor-
thy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the
blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and
hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?

30. For we know Him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto Me, I
will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge His
people.

31. It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

32. But call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye were illu-
minated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions;

33. Partly, whilst ye were made a gazingstock both by reproaches and
afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became companions of them that were so
used.

34. For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the
spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a
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better and an enduring substance.

35. Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recom-
pense of reward.

36. For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God,
ye might receive the promise.

37. For yet a little while, and He that shall come will come and will not
tarry.

38. Now the just shall live by faith; but if any man draw back, my soul
shall have no pleasure in him.

39. But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them
that believe to the saving of the soul.

Theme:
The Superiorvity of
the Sacrifice of Christ over
the Sacrifices under the Law of Moses.

1. “For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not
the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices,
which they offered year by year continually, make the comers
thereunto perfect.”

As the shadow is not substance, so the law of Moses com-
pared to the law of Christ was not able to bring perfection to its
followers.

2. “For then would they not have ceased to be offered because
that the worshippers once purged should have had no more con-
science of sins.”

If perfection, or cleansing so that sin was not imputed
(Romans 4:8), had been gained under the law, the need for yearly
sacrifices would have ceased. Those who had worshiped faith-
fully would have ceased to have had guilty consciences.

3. “But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made
of sins every year.”
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The year’s sins were “compiled” and remembrance was made
of them as they were committed; therefore the yearly Day of
Atonement was necessary.

4. “For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats
should take away sins.”

Because Christ was “the lamb slain from the foundation of the
earth” (Revelation 13:8), in the mind of God Jesus’ blood was
already shed, so God accepted the obedience of people in the form
of sacrifices of animals for the period of time when that law was in
force. But without the death of Christ, no animal sacrifice could
have had any cleansing effect on sin. It is impossible for a beast to
actually substitute for the just death of man in payment for his sins.

5. “Wherefore, when He cometh into the world, He saith,
Sacrifice and offering Thou wouldest not, but a body hast Thou
prepared Me:”

When Christ came, it was with the realization that God did
not want more animal sacrifices and offerings, but a human body
had been prepared for the Word, so that He might become the
perfect atonement for man (John 1:1-3,14).

6. “In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin Thou hast had no
pleasure.”

Even though the ceremonies and sacrifices of the Old
Covenant had to be observed “until the day of reformation”
(9:10), if a person was to be faithful, still those things alone were
not sufficient to take away sin and to restore God’s pleasure in
man.

7. “Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is writ-
ten of Me) to do Thy will, O God.”

The Word said, “Lo, I come to do Thy will, O God.” These two
statements suggest the contrast between the sacrifices of the Old
Covenant in which God had no pleasure, and the New Covenant

made by Christ, which He declares to be the very will (or desire)
of God (John 4:34).
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8. “Above when He said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offer-
ings and offering for sin Thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleas-
ure therein; which are offered by the law;”

The writer explains that the reference to sacrifices and burnt
offerings is to the old law, and that God had no satisfaction from
all of that.

9. “Then said He, Lo, I come to do Thy will, O God, He taketh
away the first, that He may establish the second.”

But Christ declared that He came to do God’s will, in which
He would have had great pleasure. The Hebrews writer says that
by the very contrast the point is being made that the first
covenant was removed so that the new one could come into
force.
10. “By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of
the body of Jesus Christ once for all.”

It is by God’s will — this new covenant — that we are
cleansed through the giving of the body (the one prepared for
Him) of Jesus Christ, offered once for the sins of all men.

11. “And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering
often times the same sacrifice, which can never take away sins:”

Earthly priests continually ministered, offering useless sacri-
fices for sins.
12. “But this man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins for
ever, sat down on the right hand of God;”

It was necessary for Christ — as man, the brother of man —
to offer His body in sacrifice only once, and after that He sat
down at the right hand of God to speak for His brethren (Hebrews
1:3; 1 Timothy 2:5). No further blood sacrifice of any kind was
required.

13. “From henceforth expecting till His enemies be made His
footstool.”

The promise is made in 1 Corinthians 15:25-27 that Christ
must reign at the right hand of God until all enemies are put
73



under His feet — and the last enemy that will be destroyed is
death.
14. “For by one offering He hath perfected forever them that are
sanctified.”

Under the old law, new offerings had to be made annually for
sin; but Christ, through the offering of His body, has removed for-
ever all sins from the records of those who are sanctified, or set
apart from the world, and are in His kingdom (Colossians 1:13).
Christians are continually cleansed as they walk in the light (1
John 1:7).

15. “Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us: for after that
He had said before,”

The Holy Ghost also corroborates this promise because He
was the one who inspired the writing of the prophecy.
16. “This is the covenant that I will make with them after those
days, saith the Lord; I will put My laws into their hearts, and in
their minds will I write them;”

The verse is a re-statement of Jeremiah 31:33,34, the promise
that the people who would live under the new covenant would
serve God from the heart, having knowledge of His word for the
shaping of their attitudes and desires.

17. “And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.”

Because it is required that real Christians be “likeminded”
with Christ, then they are constantly cleansed in His blood (1
John 1:7), and their sins are not marked against them or remem-
bered (2 Corinthians 5:19; Romans 4:8).
18. “Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering
for sin.”

Remission of sin means that the sins have been removed.
Where this is the case, and no sin is left to stain the record, then
naturally no further offering needs to be made for sin.

19. “Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest
by the blood of Jesus,”
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Thus, because we stand unstained in the blood of Christ, we
can with boldness enter into the Holy of Holies by that blood.
Without that offering serving as our unspoiled garment, we
would be barred from God’s presence because of our sins.

20. “By a new and living way, which He hath consecrated for us,
through the veil, that is to say, His flesh;”

Hebrews 9:8 said that as long as the old covenant and taber-
nacle were intact, the opening into the Holiest was not clearly
seen; but in Christ, Who is the new and living way, the uncertain-
ty and obscurity are removed and we can walk the way He has
consecrated for us, passing through the veil (His body) to enter
into the actual presence of Almighty God. Christ opened the
entrance into the Holy of Holies.

21. “And having a high priest over the house of God;”

We have, in a continuing sense, a great high priest (there need
be only one, now and forever, under the new way) who ministers
in authority over the family of God (Philippians 2:9,10;
Ephesians 3:14,15).

22. “Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith,
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our
bodies washed with pure water.”

Because of this new access to God, made possible through
Christ, we are encouraged to commune with the Father out of a
true heart and confident faith, because our hearts have been
“sprinkled” (symbolic of the sprinkling of the blood on the mercy
seat) from an evil conscience; i.e., our consciences are cleansed
and have become good toward God, because we know we have
obeyed His will, and our bodies have been washed with pure water
(also recalling the physical purification of the priest before enter-
ing the Holy of Holies). The time this purification takes place for
the Christian is when he is buried in baptism into the death of
Christ (Romans 6:3,4; Acts 2:38; 22:16; 1 Corinthians 12:13;
Galatians 3:27; 1 Peter 3:21).
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23. “Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering;
for He is faithful that promised;”

After the Christian has been cleansed, he is admonished to
hold tightly to his new conviction and life, not doubting or
wavering back and forth. The reminder is made that God is the
One who has promised salvation, and He keeps His promises.

24. “And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to
good works:”

Christians are taught to have a concern for each other, encour-
aging the doing of good works and the growth of love.
25. “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the
manner of some is; but exhorting one another; and so much the
more, as ye see the day approaching.”

The admonition is also made that Christians are not to neglect
gathering together for worship. Some did this, even in the first
century. Stronger Christians were to encourage the weaker ones,
increasing their encouragement as they saw the day of worship
drawing nearer.

26. “For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowl-
edge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,”

Contrary to the attitude of many (that forsaking worship is a
small thing) the writer of Hebrews, by the direction of the Holy
Spirit, calls it a sin — a wilful or deliberate sin — and he uses
this “small thing” as the basis for the stern warnings in the fol-
lowing verses. When a person knows the truth, and then wilfully
chooses to disregard it by failing to worship, he has turned away
from the only sacrifice that was ever made, or could be made, or
will ever be made, for his sins. Christ is God’s all; if He is not
enough to keep us faithful, there is nothing greater that can be
given, and we are hopelessly lost.

27. “But a fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation,
which shall devour the adversaries.”

The only thing left to a person who chooses wilful sin is mer-
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ciless judgment and the just reward (the fierceness of fire in hell)
of fiery wrath from God (Hebrews 12:29) which shall consume
His enemies — and remember, among His enemies are those
who sin wilfully in forsaking worship. No “small thing”.
28. “He that despised Moses’ law died without mercy under two
or three witnesses:”

A comparison is made between the old law and the new:
under Moses, those who had no respect for that law were put to
death, mercilessly, under the testimony of two or three witnesses
(Deuteronomy 17:2-6).

29. “Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be
thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and
hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanc-
tified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of
grace?”

Since the writer has worked to prove the superiority of Christ
and His law over Moses and his law, the conclusion is rightly
reached that people who disregard Christ’s law deserve a worse
punishment than physical death, because

(1) they have trampled the Son of God under their feet.
Romans 8:9-11 shows that the Spirit of Christ dwells in the
Christian. Christ would have His brethren to worship, and He
would exert all of His influence to strengthen them toward obedi-
ence. If they sin wilfully, it means that they have had to war
against the Spirit of Christ in them and overcome Him spiritually;

(2) the blood of Christ was shed to seal the covenant between
God and man, and yet those who wilfully sin value it as something
unclean and despised, even though it was by this very blood that
the Christian was once purified;

(3) they have treated the Holy Spirit of grace with contempt, as
though He is an inferior being, and as though the Christian who is
sinning wilfully thinks himself to have more authority than the
Spirit God gave him at his baptism (Acts 5:32).
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What terrible things such a Christian has had to do to the
Godhead, just in order to choose to miss worship, or to commit any
other sin wilfully! How can anyone who wears that Name do such
a thing lightly?

30. “For we know Him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto
me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall
judge His people.”

The warning is made that God had said that He will wreak
vengeance on those who sin wilfully (Deuteronomy 32:35,36;
Romans 12:19). Some people teach that when a person has been
saved, he cannot be lost, but the plain statement, “The Lord shall
Jjudge His people” proves that both judgment and condemnation
can come even on the children, if they are wilfully disobedient and

do not repent.
31. “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”

When the time for judgment comes, the time for mercy and for-
giveness will be past. Every unforgiven sin that a man takes to the
judgment will be exposed by God and will fall under His sure con-
demnation, from which there will be no escape. “Fearful” is the
word used in Revelation to describe the terror of standing before
God, condemned.

32. “But call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye
were illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions;”

The Hebrew Christians are encouraged to remember their ear-
lier days in Christ when, soon after they had learned the truth,
they had endured extreme persecution. For application today,
Satan mercilessly assaults the new Christian with obstacles,
temptations, and every other type of discouragement in his arse-
nal of weapons, when the babe in Christ is least able to defend
himself. All of us should be aware of the certainty of these
attacks and should prepare for them, personally, and also come to
the aid of the young Christian who is not yet well equipped to
protect himself against the wiles of the Devil.
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33. “Partly, whilst ye were made a gazingstock both by reproaches
and afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became companions of them
that were so used.”

Becoming entertainment for the pagans, many Christians
were condemned to the arenas in the first century as they were
crucified or burned at the stake, or eaten by wild animals; others
who did not suffer actual martyrdom shared their possessions
with those in prisons and helped them spiritually and physically,
thus partaking with them in their afflictions.

34. “For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully
the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in
heaven a better and an enduring substance.”

Even the writer had been in prison and had been helped com-
passionately by the Christians. He reminded them that they gave
of their earthly possessions because they knew that in heaven
they had greater and better things laid up for their inheritance.

35. “Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great
recompense of reward.”

The encouragement is again made that they not throw away
all that is in store for them as a reward for the boldness they had
in Christ.

36. “For ye have need of patience, that after ye have done the will
of God, ye might receive the promise.”

A Christian must not only do the will of God, he must have
the patience to continue doing it until he receives the inheritance
promised him. Often, endurance to the end is the challenge.

37. “For yet a little while, and He that shall come will come, and
will not tarry.”

We do not know at what time Christ will come (Matthew
24:36-51) but one day He will delay no longer and then those
who have followed Him faithfully will be accepted by Him.

38. “Now the just shall live by faith; but if any man draw back,
my soul shall have no pleasure in him.”
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The godly, the righteous, will walk through life by their faith.
But for those who begin and then draw back from Christ, God
will have no pleasure in them. This passage clearly refutes the
false doctrine that once a person is saved he cannot be lost.
39. “But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of
them that believe to the saving of the soul.”

The writer uses “we”, coupling himself with the Hebrew
Christians, to encourage them. He says that neither he nor they
are the type of Christians who leave Christ and fall to destruction
(perdition), but that they are the type to believe in Him so deeply
that their faithfulness will result in the saving of their souls.

Discussion Questions:

1. Because the Law of Moses was a “shadow” of the Law of Christ which
was to come, could it make its followers perfect or whole before God?

2. Who came into the world to make atonement for the sins of man?
What had been prepared for Him?

3. In fulfillment of prophecy, what did Christ say He had come to do?

4. After making the sacrifice of Himself for sin, once and for all, what did
He do? Where is He now?

5. By His sacrifice, He has done, what, forever for those who are sancti-
fied (set apart, by their obedience to God)? Does this mean that Chris-
tians cannot sin? According to 1 John 1:7, how are sinful people contin-
ually cleansed so that they can appear as “perfect” before God?

6. Where do the laws of Christ live, in relation to His people?

7. Because of His sacrifice, we have to enter the Holiest by
the blood of Jesus. Recalling the two sections of the temple, the veil that
separated those rooms is paralleled with the of Christ. Through

His body we are able to go into whose presence?

8. What warning is made about Christians forsaking the worship assem-
bly of the church?

9. What awaits those who die in wilful sin?

10. When a Christian sins wilfully, describe what he has done to God,

Christ, and the Holy Spirit.
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Chapter 11

Text
1. “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen.
2. For by it the elders obtained a good report.
3. Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the
word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which
do appear.
4. By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain,
by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his
gifts; and by it he being dead yet speaketh.
5. By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was
not found, because God had translated him; for before his translation he
had this testimony, that he pleased God.
6. But without faith it is impossible to please Him; for he that cometh to
God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that dili-
gently seek Him.
7. By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved
with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he con-
demned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.
8. By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which
he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not
knowing whither he went.
9. By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country,
dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the
same promise;
10. For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and
maker is God.
11. Through faith also Sarah herself received strength to conceive seed,
and was delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged
Him faithful who had promised.
12. Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, so
many as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the sand which is by the
sea shore innumerable.
13. These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having
seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and
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confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.

14. For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country.
15. And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they
came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned.

16. But now they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly; wherefore
God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He hath prepared for them
a city.

17. By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac; and he that
had received the promises offered up his only begotten son,

18. Of whom it was said, That in [saac shall thy seed be called,

19. Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead;
from whence also he received him in a figure.

20. By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come.
21. By faith Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph;
and worshiped, leaning upon the top of his staff.

22. By faith Joseph, when he died, made mention of the departing of the
children of Israel; and gave commandment concerning his bones.

23. By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of his par-
ents, because they saw he was a proper child; and they were not afraid of
the king’s commandment.

24. By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the
son of Pharaoh’s daughter;

25. Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season;

26. Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in
Egypt; for he had respect unto the recompense of the reward.

27. By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he
endured, as seeing Him who is invisible.

28. Through faith he kept the passover, and the sprinkling of blood, lest
He that destroyed the firstborn should touch them.

29. By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry land; which the
Egyptians assaying to do were drowned.

30. By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were compassed
about seven days.

31. By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not,
when she had received the spies with peace.

32. And what shall I more say? For the time would fail me to tell of
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Gideon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephtha, of David also, and
Samuel, and of the prophets;

33. Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness,
obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions,

34. Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of
weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the
armies of the aliens.

35. Women received their dead raised to life again; and others were tor-
tured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrec-
tion;

36. And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yes, moreover
of bonds and imprisonment;

37. They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain
with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being
destitute, afflicted, tormented;

38. Of whom the world was not worthy: they wandered in deserts, and in
mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.

39. And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received
not the promise:

40. God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us
should not be made perfect.”

Theme:

The Recounting of the Faithful.

1. “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence
of things not seen.”
This verse is a clear and precise definition of faith.
We hope for the fulfillment of the promises made to us, and
our faith serves to assure us that those things will be, as the evi-

dence or conviction that the things we do not see truly exist.
2. “For by it the elders obtained a good report.”

Because of their faith, the righteous men of old lived such
godly lives that a record of them is made in the Scriptures.
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3. “Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by
the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of
things which do appear.”

We were not there when the creation took place, but through
our faith in God we believe that the worlds were formed by His
spoken Word. Matter was made up of atoms which are too tiny to
even be seen. Since the writer of Hebrews would not have had
access to this scientific truth, it is an amazing point of revelation
and proof of inspiration that this knowledge was written here
almost two thousand years before men discovered it (Genesis 1:1).

4. “By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice
than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous,
God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh.”

God Himself (through inspiring the record in Genesis) tells of
the gifts of Abel and of the fact that they were accepted over
Cain’s. Since faith comes by hearing the word of God (Romans
10:17), it must have been by direction from God that Abel
offered a blood sacrifice which was acceptable, while Cain’s
offering of produce from his fields was not. By his example of
obedience, Abel speaks today (Genesis 4:4-10).

5. “By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death;
and was not found, because God had translated him: for before
his translation he had this testi