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every step of the way
mother of our own, Sheila Lynn
— T o t h e o n e I o w e s o m u c h —

To Betty, my wonderful wife

T o t h e





A S K E T C H O F T H E L I F E O F J . C . C H O AT E

J. C. Choate was born on Feb. 6, 1932 near the city
of Corinth, Mississippi, and grew up in that vicinity.
As ayoung boy he attended several denominational
churches, but oddly enough, never became amember
of any of them. At the age of sixteen, he visited a
gospel meet ing of the church of Chr ist , was con¬
vinced of the truth, and was baptized by Bro. J. A.
Thornton. Afew nights later his parents also obeyed
the gospel.

The Lord’s church in that area was very small and
thus, almost immediately Bro. Choate began to wait
on the table, lead in prayer, and assist in other ways.
That same year he preached his first sermon, “A
CHALLENGE TO YOU,” to another small congre¬
gation called New Hope. Since that time he has
missed preaching only five Lord’s Days and that was
because of an extended trip in 1956.

Bro. Choate started his college education in 1950
at Freed-Hardeman College in Henderson, Tennes¬
see. From there he went to David Lipscomb in Nash¬
ville and Alabama Christian in Montgomery, grad¬
uating in the spring of 1965 with his B. A. degree.

That summer he went on atour, conducted by Bro.
J. T. Marlin, to the “Holy Land” and Europe, and upon
returning home he married Miss Betty Burton of
Winona, Mississippi on Aug. 6. They lived in Tupe¬
lo, Mississippi where he was preaching at the time,
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until the first part of 1966 when they moved to Bel-
zoni, Mississippi to begin work there.

From April 7, 1957 to May 11, 1968 he worked
with the church in Shatter, California; then he moved
to Minneapolis, Minnesota, where he has labored with
the Central congregation for the past two years.

. . . A f e w “ n u m b e r s ” a b o u t B r o . C h o a t e : h e h a s
published eleven books, founded abook club, edits a
Quarter ly, preached in twenty-five states and Can¬
ada, worked “full time” with six congregations, had
several debates, preached in numerous gospel meet¬
ings, writes extensively through the brotherhood pa^
pers, appeared on the Harding College Lectureship,
taught in the Wisconsin and Yellowstone Bible En¬
campments, helped to sell Minnesota on the idea of
beginning acamp, and is presently working on plans
to enter Bombay, India to preach the gospel.



F O R E W O R D

As the title of this little book suggests, it is com¬
posed of aseries of simple lessons pertaining to cer¬
tain fundamental truths of holy writ.

Anumber of the articles have appeared in differ¬
ent religious papers over the country and the one en¬
t i t l e d W H A T I S T H E C H U R C H O F C H R I S T ? h a s
been printed in tract form.

The purpose of these studies is to acquaint one and
all alike with the first principles that are set forth
in the word of God; to encourage the sinner to be¬
come aChr is t ian and no th ing more —to br ing the
erring one back to the fold before it is too late
keep the Christian pressing on toward the mark that
is se t be fo re h im.

It is hoped that this work will be ablessing to all
who come in contact with it; if so, may God have all
the praise.

t o

J . C . Choa te
Winona, Mississippi

September 20, 1960
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I

T H E W O R D O F G O D

God truly blessed mankind with his gift of the
scriptures. It would be well for every soul to realize
this and express his appreciation of the same through
astudy of them and an earnest endeavour to abide by
such. I t matters not how smart aman may become
he’ll never outgrow his need for God’s revelation.

The Bible is the greatest book the world has ever
known, and there are many reasons for th is. I t is
not just another book, but is unique and unusual .
H e r e i s a c o l l e c t i o n o f w r i t i n g s w h i c h h a s b e e n
banded down through the years, and yet, remains the
most timely and useful book ever penned. It has had
many foes but has outlived all of them, being victori¬
ous in every batt le. I t st i l l remains the best sel ler
from year to year, although many popular books are
being brought out continually.

One reason for the greatness of the scripture is
due to the fact that it is all given by inspiration of
God. Every word of it is of adivine nature. There¬
fore, man may read and believe it all without having
to fear that portions of it may be spurious or unin¬
spired. Along this line, Peter has said: “For the
prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but
holy men of God spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost.” (1 Pet. 1:21). Paul echo’s Peter ’s
statement, and carries the thought further, as he says,

( 1 3 )
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'All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruct ion in r ighteousness:
God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all
good works.” (2 Tim. 3:16,17). Doubt not God’s word
then, but believe it. To doubt one word of the Bible
is but to deny all of it as far as the Lord is concerned.

Since all scripture is inspired of God, it is to be
respected as such. Man has not been given the au¬
thority to add to it, subtract from it, or substitute for
it in any way. As amatter of fact, God has warned
against such. John informs us, “For Itestify unto
every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of
this book, If any man shall add unto these things,
God shall add unto him the plagues that are written
in this book: And if any man shall take away from
the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take
away his part out of the book of life, and out of the
holy city, and from the things which are written in
this book.” (Rev. 22:18, 19). Then Paul adds:
we said before, so say Inow again. If any man preach
any other gospel unto you than that ye have received,
let him be accursed.” (Gal. 1:9). It is aserious thing,
then, to deal with the word of God. Moreover, it is a
serious thing not to understand this fundamental
t r u t h .

The word of God is powerful; it has the power to
save all who will believe and obey it. (John 8:32; 17:
17). Not only will it save asoul, but it will keep him
in the pathway of light, thus, perfecting his soul for
the world to come. (Ps. 119:105; Rev. 22:14).

The Bible is an all purpose book; it will comfort one

U

T h a t t h e m a n o f
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in sorrow; encourage one who is in despair; strength¬
en one who is weak; give hoi>e to the lost, etc. If a
soul has aneed, the book of all books can supply it;
yea, if an individual has aquestion, the Bible will an¬
swer i t . The scr ipture tel ls where man came from,
his purpose here, and where he is going. Then too,
the Bible serves as man’s guidebook, his roadmap, etc.

The word o f God i s e te rna l i n na tu re i n tha t i t w i l l
never pass away. Chr is t says, “Heaven and ear th
shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.
(Matt . 24:35). And final ly, the Bible wi l l judge us,

for we read: “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not
my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that
Ihave spoken, the same shall judge him in the last
day.

9 9

9 9

Friend of mine, believe the word of God; make it
your daily companion; obey it and let it govern your
life in all that you say or do, and it will bless you in
t h i s w o r l d a n d i n t h e w o r l d t o c o m e . J u s t r e m e m b e r
the word will stand forever, and one day, judge the
world. Hence, the word can save, but it can also con¬
d e m n .



I I

B A C K T O T H E B I B L E

The religious world is where it is because God’s
word has been pushed aside and replaced with the
doctrines and commandments of men. But it is asad
day indeed when an individual will bow to man be¬
fore he will listen to the God of heaven. This should
make all quiver and cry out in one voice: “God, for¬
give us for we know not what we do.

Man as awhole needs to return to the Bible for a
thus saith the Lord.” Paul tells us why this should

be done, when he says: “All scripture is given by in¬
spiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous¬
ness :That the man of God may be perfect thorough¬
ly furnished unto all good works.” (2 Tim. 3:16, 17).
If the scripture completely furnishes man unto all
good works, why should anyone want to leave it for
something new? The answer must be that such a
soul does not have the love for the truth that he
shou ld have .

The church of Christ recognizes the Bible as being
the complete source book for those things pertaining
to spiritual matters. Consequently, this church en¬
deavours to speak where the Bible speaks and be si¬
lent where the Bible is silent, doing Bible things in
Bible ways. On this basis we plead with the religions
people around about us to return to the Bible for ev-

( 1 6 )
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1 7F I R S T P R I N C I P L E S

erything that is said or done in the name of Christ.
As long as one stays with the Bible he cannot go
wrong, but when he departs from it his troubles be¬
gin to pile up.

If we believe the Bible like we say we do, then it's
back to the Bible for the truth about the church.
Christ says: “And upon this rock Iwill build my
church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against
it.” (Matt. 16:18). He promised to build his church
and he kept that promise according to Acts 2. Now,
are we members o f t ha t chu rch?

Since the Bible is man’s complete guide, then it is
back to the Bible for the true gospel. You know, there
are many iwrverted gospels being preached but upon
turning to the scripture we learn that there is but one
gospel which will save, and that is the gospel of Jesus
Christ. Paul says of it, “For Iam not ashamed of
the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first,
and also to the Greek.” (Rom. 1:16). To believe and
obey the gospel one must repent of his sins, confess
Christ, and be baptized for the remission of sins. (Mk.
16:16; Acts 2:38). Have you obeyed this gospel?

The Bible being the book of God, then it’s back to
the Bible for true worship. We often hear that one
may worship as he pleases just so long as he is honest
and sincere, but this theory has no foundation as far
as the scripture is concerned. Christ tells us: “God
is aSpirit: and they that worship him must wor¬
ship him in spirit and in truth.” (John 4:24). True
worship demands that the Christian assemble each
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first day of the week to pray, study, sing, partake of
the Lord’s Supper, and give. (Lk. 18:1; 2Tim. 2:15;
Col. 3:16; Acts 20:7; 1Cor. 16:2). In light of the
truth, do we worship God in an acceptable way?

If we are going to obey God, it’s back to the Bible
for the truth about the Christ ian l i fe. The inspired
word no where says that if one is once saved he is al¬
ways saved, but on the other hand, it tells us that if
w e a r e C h r i s t i a n s w e m u s t r e m a i n f a i t h f u l t o t h e
Lord in order to eventually and eternally be saved.
We read: “Be thou fa i th fu l un to dea th , and Iw i l l
give thee acrown of l i fe.” (Rev. 2:10). To be atrue
Christian one must put the Lord first in all that he
does, following him every day of his life. In view of
this can we say that we are New Testament Chris¬
t i a n s ?

Yes, it’s back to the Bible for the things which have
been mentioned; but not only so, if we sincerely be¬
lieve God’s word, it’s back to the Bible for the name
(1 Pet. 4:16), for the foundation (1 Cor. 3:11), for

the head of the church (Eph. 5:23), for saving faith
(Eph. 4:5), for true baptism (Col. 2:12), for the way
(John 14:6), and yea, for everything that pertains
to truth and righteousness. (John 8:32; Tit. 2:11,
12 ) .
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T H E T W O C O V E N A N T S

The Bible is composed of two main books —the
O l d Te s t a m e n t a n d t h e N e w Te s t a m e n t . T h e O l d
Testament is commonly called the Old Covenant while
t h e N e w Te s t a m e n t i s c a l l e d t h e N e w C o v e n a n t . T h e
term covenant has reference to an agreement made
between two parties. In the Old Covenant, God sim¬
ply made an agreement with his people of long ago.
Coming on down to the New Covenant, God made a
new testament or new wi l l and sealed i t wi th the b lood
of his only begotten Son.

The Hebrew writer speaks of the first and second
covenants and shows the difference in the two, ex¬
plaining that the second is much greater than the
fi r s t . W e r e a d :

goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the un¬
clean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: How
much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the
eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God,
purge your conscience from dead works to serve the
living God? And for this cause he is the mediator of
the new testament, that by means of death, for the re¬
demption of the transgressions that were under the
first testament, they which are called might receive
the promise of eternal inheritance. For where ates¬
tament is, there must also of necessity be the death of
t h e t e s t a t o r . F o r a t e s t a m e n t i s o f f o r c e a f t e r m e n

( 1 9 )
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are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while
the testator liveth.” (Heb. 9:13-17). According to
these verses of scripture the first covenant has been
replaced by amuch better one; in this case it took
the death of its author to seal it and put it into effect.

Chr is t l i ved under the fi rs t covenant and he expres¬
s e s h i s a t t i t u d e t o w a r d i t i n t h i s m a n n e r :
not that Iam come to destroy the law, or the proph¬
ets: lam not come to destroy, but to fulfill. For ver¬
ily Isay unto you. Till heaven and earth pass, one
jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till
all be fulfilled.” (Matt. 5: 17, 18). Later, on the cross
Christ said: “It is finished: and he bowed his head,
and gave up the ghost.” (John 19:30). What was
finished? The law, or the first covenant. We know
t h i s w a s t h e c a s e b e c a u s e a f t e r t h e L o r d ’ s r e s u r r e c ¬
tion he said to his disciples: “These are the words
which Ispake unto you, while Iwas yet with you, that
all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the
law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms,
concerning me.” (Lk. 24:44).

The apostle Paul explained unto the Colossians that
Christ nailed the law to his cross. Listen to his state¬
ment: “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances
that was against us, which was contrary to us, and
took it out of the way, nailing it to the cross.” (Col.
2:14). Thus, when some trouble came up in the
church over circumcision and keeping the law of Mo¬
ses, the apostle Peter stood up in the midst of the el¬
ders and apostles and other brethren who were gath¬
ered in Jerusalem, and asked this question: “ N o w
therefore why tempt ye God, to put ayoke upon the

T h i n k4 t
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neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor
we were able to bear?” (Acts 15:10). Peter wanted
to know why anyone should want to bind alaw on the
Grentiles which the Jews themselves were not able to
keep. The law demanded perfection and they were
not able to keep it, consequently, it was taken out of
the way being replaced by alaw of grace. (John 1:
17) .

Every soul should make it apractice to follow
Paul’s advice: “Study to shew thyself approved unto
Grod, aworkman that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth.” (2 Tim. 2:15).
We must study, but we must also learn to rightly
divide the word as we study. Many have overlooked
this important factor and as aresult are striving to
hold to the law of Moses with one hand and to the
Lo rd w i t h t he o the r. Bu t Pau l i n f o rms us t ha t i f
we go back to the law we are fallen from grace. (Gal.
6 : 4 ) .

We must believe the entire Bible but we must also
remember that the Old Testament is no longer bind¬
ing. The inspired writer tells us that the first cove¬
nant now serves as an example, that we should not
sin as many of former days did, but rather we should
obey God. (1 Cor. 10; Rom. 11:22). Hence, we are to
look to the New Testament, or the New Covenant, as
being the perfect law of liberty for it is that covenant
which is binding.



I V

THE BROAD AND NARROW WAYS
There comes atime in one’s life when he must make

an important decision: He must determine which
road he is going to take —the broad way or the nar-

Christ laid down this truth in the sermon
Enter ye in at the

r o w w a y .

on the mount, when he said:
strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the

that leadeth to destruction, and many there be
Because strait is the gate, and

w a y ,

which go in thereat:
narrow is the way, that leadeth unto life, and few
there be that find it.” (Matt. 7:13, 14). Now think
seriously about what the Lord had to say, for such
not only touched the lives of those present but it also
involves each of us.

To begin with we should note that there are two
roads, or two ways. How many are there now ?Just
two and no more. This means then that we are going
to have to travel upon one or the other. There is just
no way of getting around it. In other words, one can¬
not travel on the broad and narrow ways at the same
time —there is no middle road in this case. If you

on the broad way then it means that you cannot
be on the narrow road, and visa versa.

Next observe that one of these ways is broad and
the other is narrow. No doubt about it, there is
plenty of room on the broad road, but the other is
quite the opposite. Also observe that there is nothing

( 2 2 )
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said about the broad way being strait, but the Lord
emphatically declares the narrow way to be strait.
This suggests, then, that one is crooked, but the other
is such that aperson can tell where he is going.

The Lord now states that many shall be upon the
broad way but only afew upon the narrow way. This
indicates that one is popular and the other is not.
Christ surely knew what he was talking about because
history bears out such atruth. Not only so, but just
look around you, and you can readily see what the
L o r d m e a n t .

The sad part about all of this is that one of these
ways leads to destruction, specifically, the broad way.
Since the Lord said that the majority would travel
upon the broad way, we know where the masses of
the people are going. But what about the other way?
Well, the Lord says the narrow way leads to life, but
since he tells us that only afew wiU travel upon thia
way, we know by divine authority that only afew will
eventually go home to heaven. Of course, many may
be saved as far as we are concerned but in comparison
with all the lost, it is even as the Lord has said: Only
afew will be saved in the world to come.

Christ invites all to enter the strait gate; he doesn’t
force people to enter but he does invite them to. If
one will enter, the Lord will surely bless him. How¬
ever, if one so desires, he may travel upon the broad
way. Again, it should be remembered that man is a
free moral agent and has the power to make up his
own mind about what he will, or will not, do.

To travel upon the narrow way is but to travel with
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the Lord. On the other hand, in taking the broad way
one is doing nothing more than following the Devil.
Christ is always pleading with man to enter the strait
gate, but the Devil works just as hard to keep man on
his side. So you can see, there is acontinual warfare
going on between the Lord and Satan. Not only is
that true, but when one makes up his mind about who

will stand with, he immediately takes up the fight.
My friend, if you have reached the age of account¬

ability then cast your lots with the Lord. However,
if you have been walking with the enemy for some
time why not reconsider and give your allegiance to
him who died for you? Remember, every time you
hear agospel sermon or meditate upon the truth you
have to decide who you will accept, and who you will
reject .

You may enter the strait and narrow way through
obedience to the gospel of Christ. Then if you will
but travel upon that road, ever being faithful to the
Lord one day it will lead you through the gates into
the heavenly city. Christ has said: “I am the way,
the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Fa¬
ther, but by me.” (John 14:6).

2 4
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V

T H E A L I E N S I N N E R

The alien sinner is that person who has reached the
of accountability but has not yet obeyed his crea-

The word alien itself means strange, foreign;
who belongs to another country or kingdom. Thus,

those who have not obeyed the gospel of God are citi-
of Satan’s kingdom, and consequenty, are aliens

a g e

t o r .

o n e

z e n s

as far as the Lord is concerned.

All people, whether considered good or bad, are
classified as aliens until they accept the terms which
make them citizens of the kingdom of God. The con¬
ditions which transfer one from the kingdom of dark-

into the kingdom of light are the same conditionsn e s s

that saves one from his alien or foreign sins. (Col.
1:13, 14).

When one enters the world he is without sin alto¬
gether, and should he die in such astate he would go
home to be with God. (Matt. 18:3). However, as a
child grows and develops he reaches the period of his
life which is commonly called the age of accountabil¬
ity. That is, he knows right from wrong. Some reach
this age sooner than others, depending upon the teach¬
ing which they have recieved, as well as other things.
But if an individual is normal, has agood mind, he is
going to grow up to know right from wrong,
upon reaching such an age he automatically becomes

sinner, an alien sinner. Of such people Paul has
( 2 5 )
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said, “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory
of God.” (Rom. 3:23).

Now if all have sinned then it stands to reason that
all stand in need of asaviour. Thus, God sent his Son
into the world to save the lost. (John 3:16). Yes,
Christ died on the cross to save the sinner. We read:
“But God commendeth his love toward us, in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” (Rom.
5:8). Without Christ man would surely die in his
sin, but with Christ there is hope. Of course, there
are those who still die in their sin, but it is not the
Lord’s fault, but rather their own. God has provided
salvation for all who want it.

Briefly now consider the conditions or terms which
one must meet in order to become acitizen of the
Lord’s kingdom. And keep in mind that one must
meet the Lord’s conditions:
draw up h is own terms.
Christ, and therefore, he has aright to say who
enter and who cannot; and it all depends on anum¬
ber of factors. But as we continue, please note that
the alien sinner must first of all believe in God. The
scripture reads: “But without faith it is impossible
to please him: for he that cometh to God must be¬
lieve that he is, and that he is arewarder of them
that diligently seek him.” (Heb. 11:6). After faith
one must repent of all his sins, for Paul has said:
“And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but
now commandeth all men every where to repent.
(Acts 17:30). Then after scripturally believing and
repenting one must confess with the mouth that
Christ is the Son of God. Listen again to Paul: “For

man is not at liberty to
The kingdom belongs to

c a n

9 f
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with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and
w i t h t h e m o u t h c o n f e s s i o n i s m a d e u n t o s a l v a t i o n .
(Rom. 10:10). One is stil l not in the kingdom even
though he believes, has repented, and has confessed
Christ, for now he must be baptized to wash away his
sins. The Lord himself tel ls us, “He that bel ieveth
and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth
not shall be damned.” (Mk. 16:16). But now consid¬
er this verse of scripture: “For by one Spirit are we
all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gen¬
tiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all
made to drink into one Spirit.” (1 Cor. 12:13). Thus,
one must obey the gospel in order to enter the body of
Christ. But the body of Christ is the church of
Christ and the church of Christ is the kingdom of
Christ. (Eph. 1:22, 23; Matt. 16:18, 19). My friend,
God’s way is the only way.

Upon entering the church or kingdom, one is no
longer counted as an alien sinner but rather acitizen
of the kingdom of God, achild of the most high God.
Furthermore, as acitizen of God's domain he is en¬
titled to all of the privileges and blessings of the king¬
dom. As achild of God he is not only saved, but if
he will remain atrue and loyal citizen one day he will
inherit that upper and better home, to live and dwell
w i t h G o d f o r e v e r .

Dear sinner, leave Satan behind and obey God
today.

9 t
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T H I N G S T H A T S A V E

One cannot put his finger on any one certain thing
which saves him from his past, or alien, sins. Some
attempt to do it but they only make fools of themselves
when their theories are placed beside the scriptures.
You see, the Bible informs us that it is acombination
of things which saves. With this in mind please con¬
sider the fol lowing:

1. Fa i th saves. Paul and Si las to ld the ja i lo r :
Bel ieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou

shalt be saved, and thy house.” (Acts 16:31).
Please observe that faith “only” was not men¬
t i o n e d .

2. Repentance saves. “For godly sorrow worketh
repentance to sa lva t ion . (2 Cor. 7 :10) . The
Lord said upon one occasion that one must eith¬
er repent or perish.

3 . C o n f e s s i o n s a v e s . “ F o r w i t h t h e h e a r t m a n b e -
lieveth unto righteousness; and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation.” (Rom. 10:
10). The Lord promised that if we will confess
h i m b e f o r e m e n h e w i l l c o n f e s s u s b e f o r e h i s
F a t h e r .

4. Baptism saves. The apostle Peter says: “The
like figure whereunto even baptism doth also
now save us (not the putting away of the filth

( 2 8 )

i t



2 9F I R S T P R I N C I P L E S

of the flesh, but the answer of agood conscience
toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus
Chr is t . ” (1 Pet . 3 :21) . Some re jec t bapt ism,
but regardless of what man says the Bible still
teaches that one must be baptized to be saved.

5. Blood saves. “Forasmuch as ye know that ye
were not redeemed with corruptible things, as
si lver and gold, f rom your vain conversat ion
rece ived by t rad i t ion f rom your fa thers ; Bu t
with the precious blood of Christ, as of alamb
without blemish and without spot.” (1 Pet. 1:
18, 19).

6 . G r a c e s a v e s . “ F o r b y g r a c e a r e y e s a v e d
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it
is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man
should boast.” (Eph. 2:8, 9). Observe that we
are saved by grace through faith.

7. Mercy saves. “Not by works of righteousness
which we have done, but according to his mercy
he saved us, by the washing of regeneration,
and renewing of the Holy Ghost.” (Tit. 3:5).

8 . Work saves . “Work ou t you r own sa l va t i on
w i t h f e a r a n d t r e m b l i n g . ” ( P h i l . 2 : 1 2 ) . To
obey God’s commands is to work out our salva¬
t i o n .

9. Love saves. Christ says: “If ye love me, keep
m y c o m m a n d m e n t s . ” ( J o h n 1 4 : 1 5 ) . To l o v e
him is to obey him.

10. Hope saves. “And every man that hath this
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hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is
pure.” (1 John 3:3). Had it not been for hope
man would have given up long ago.

11 . T r u t h s a v e s ,
and the truth shall make you free.
32). The word of God is truth.

12. Christ saves. Paul says: “ T h i s i s a f a i t h f u l
saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin¬
ners; of which Iam chief.” (1 Tim. 1:15).

13. God saves. “For this is good and acceptable in
the sight of God our Saviour; Who will have all
men to be saved, and to come unto the knowl¬
edge of the truth.” (1 Tim. 2:3, 4).

No, the Bible does not say that any one thing saves,
but it lists anumber of things which have to do with
the saving of asoul. One cannot come along and ac¬
cept part of the truth and be saved by it. But if a
person wants to obtain the remission of his sins he
must have aknowledge of the truth; he must believe
the will of God; and finally, he must obey the law of
God in order to be counted with the righteous.

And ye shall know the truth,
(John 8:

U

9 9
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HEARING GOD’S WORD

At the transfiguration of Christ, God voiced his -
proval of his Son. The record reads: “While he yet
spake, behold, abright cloud overshadowed them: and
behold avoice out of the cloud, which said. This is my
beloved Son, in whom Iam well pleased; hear ye him.”
(Matt. 17:5). ^
we are to hear Moses or one of the other greats of the
Old Testament, but rather that we should hear Christ.
Hence, that’s exactly what we are to do. The Hebrew
writer echoes this truth in affirming: “God, who at
sundry times and in divers manners spake in time
past unto the fathers by the prophets. Hath in these
last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath
appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made
the worlds.” (Heb. 2:1, 2). At one time God may
have spoken through the prophets, etc., but now he
speaks to us through his Son, and that means that
Christ speaks to us through the word.

a p -

Please note that God did not say that

We are to hear Christ and in so doing we hear God
and his word, for Christ has said:
spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he
gave me acommandment, what Ishould say, and what
Ishould speak. And Iknow that his commandment is
life everlasting: whatsoever Ispeak therefore, even
as the Father said unto me, so Ispeak.
49, 60).

F o r I h a v e n o t

(John 12:
It is imperative that we hear God’s word.

( 3 1 )
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for the word is truth and the truth makes fr̂ . Sanc¬
tify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.”
(John 17:17). “And ye shall know the truth, and
the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:82).

The Bible nowhere says that we are to wait for
some sign or miracle before putting forth an effort
to obey God’s will. The scripture nowhere hints to
the fact that we should wait on awee small voice, and
so on. The God of heaven does not reveal his will to
man through some miraculous medium; he does not
endeavour to speak to man in adirect way; he does
not send the Spirit upon asoul for the purpose of
converting him. But the Bible teaches that we are to
hear God’s word, and if we will do this we may know
fully what the Lord would have us to do to be saved.

“ H e t h a t h a t hTherefore, in the words of the Lord:
ears to hear, let him hear.” v

Some adhere to the doctrine that one can be saved
apart from hearing God’s word, but such is certainly
foreign to the language of the apostle Paul, for he
says: “For whosoever shall call upon the name of
the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on
him in whom they have not believed? and how shall
they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and
how shall they hear without apreacher? And how
shall they preach except they be sent? as it is written.
How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the
gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!
But they have not al obeyed the gospel. For Esaias
saith. Lord, who hath believed our report? So then
faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God.” (Rom. 10:13-17). According to these verses

(Matt. 11:15).
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of scripture one must hear God’s word before he can
obey it. This is emphasized throughout the New Tes¬
tament, and mind you, in every case of conversation
which is recorded, there was always apreacher on
hand to present the truth and then to assist the be¬
lievers in obeying their maker.

There are two ways in which one may hear God's
word: either by reading the scriptures or by the
mouth of afaithful gospel preacher. Hence, it is not
amatter of just hearing something. Many do this
but are still lost. In order for aperson to be saved
he must hear the truth. But on the other hand, it is
not enough just to hear the truth. If the truth is go¬
ing to save one, he must of necessity obey it. James
thus tells us to be doers of the word and not hearers
only. (James 1:22).

Friend of mine, there are many reasons why we
should want to hear God’s word. Through such one
is able to come to aknowledge of the truth, faith is
produced in the heart, and through all of this, there
is adesire to obey the will of God and to walk accord¬
ing to his precepts. Since this is so, every soul should
be intently interested in hearing God’s word, ever re¬
membering that he will bless those who handle aright
the truth; but on the other hand, those who refuse it
will have to face it as their judge in the world to come.
(John 12:48).
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F A I T H I N C H R I S T

If the Bible teaches anything it teaches that one
m u s t b e l i e v e t h a t J e s u s C h r i s t i s t h e S o n o f G o d .
Christ says, “Ye believe in God, believe also in me.
(John 14:1). He continues: “ T h i s i s t h e w o r k o f
God, that ye bel ieve on him whom he hath sent.
(John 6:29). “And many other signs truly did Jesus
in the presence of his disciples, which are not written
in this book: B u t t h e s e a r e w r i t t e n , t h a t y e m i g h t
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and
that believing ye might have life through his name.
(John 20:30, 31).

To believe in the Lord is but to do his works, for he
s ta tes : “Ver i l y, ver i l y, Isay unto you. He tha t be-
lieveth on me, the works that Ido shall he do also;
and greater works than these shall he do; because I
go unto my Father.” (John 14:12). The saviour goes
on to say: “Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I
command you.” (John 15:14). Therefore, if an in¬
dividual believes the Lord and his will he is going to
obey him without aquibble. But you mark it down:
When aperson begins to back off on something which
the Lord has said, you can say that he is an unbeliev¬
er. Remember then, to believe the Lord is to obey
h i m .

9 f

9 9

The scriptures further reveal to us that faith is a
condition of salvation. This faith is to come as are-

( 3 4 )
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suit of hearing God’s word. (Rom. 10:17). Thus we
read where the Lord commissioned the apostles to go
into all the world for the purpose of preaching the
gospel to every creature and, “He that believeth and
is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not
shall be damned.” (Mk. 16:16). Other verses of
scripture which convince us that one must believe in
o r d e r t o b e s a v e d a r e t h e s e : “ F o r G o d s o l o v e d t h e
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that who¬
soever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” (John 3:16). “And they said. Be¬
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved, and thy house.” (Acts 16:31). No doubt about
it then; one must believe and express his faith in the
Lord to be saved.

ABible faith will lead one to repent of his sins; it
will lead him to confess Christ as being the Son of
God; it will lead him to be baptized for the remission
of sins. (Lk. 13:3; Rom. 10:10; Acts 2:38). If one
understands what the Bible has to say on the subject
of faith, he can truthfully say that faith saves, of
course, understanding that obedience to the other com¬
mands of the gospel is involved. Thus, this kind of
faith may be referred to as aBible faith, asaving
fa i th , awork ing fa i th , and so on . Now th is i s the
use of fa i th in the broad sense of the word.

W h e n i t c o m e s t o f a i t h a s a c o m m a n d i t s h o u l d b e
understood that this is only one of the four commands
of the gospel. Faith must of necessity come first, but
after that comes repentance, confession, and baptism.
Thinking of faith from this standpoint, the apostle
Paul says that it is unto salvation. Listen to the man
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For w i th the hear t man be l ieve th un too f G o d :
righteousness.” (Rom. 10:10). Hence, faith is unto
salvation, or going in the direction of the same. Think
of the commands of the gospel in terms of four steps.
The first step is faith; the second repentance; the
third confession; and fourth and final step is bap¬
tism. Note, each step takes one alittle closer to sal¬
vation, and yet, one is not saved until he has taken
the final step. Thus, that step puts one into the
house of God, the body of Christ. (Rom. 6:3, 4; 1Cor.
12:13; 1Tim. 3 :15) .

t i

Faith only will not save any more than baptism
only will save. But faith plus obedience will save. In
the long ago, James said: “Ye see then how that by
works aman is justified, and not by faith only.
(James 2:24). Faith expresses itself in obedience, or
in works. As stated earlier, faith itself is considered
awork of God. Hence, man is saved in this sense by
w o r k s .

Good friend, how much faith do you have? Is your
faith dead or do you have aworking faith? Is your
faith strong enough to lead you to obey the gospel of
Christ , and to l ive the Christ ian l i fe? I f i t is, you
have the kind of faith that will save you in this world
and in the world to come. Yea, you have the kind of
faith which pleases God. (Heb. 11:6).

f P
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R E P E N T O R P E R I S H

As abasis for our study, please consider the fol¬
lowing statement made by Christ himself: “I tell you,
Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise per¬
ish.” (Lk. 13:3). In order to emphasize this truth
the Lord used the identical phraseology in the fifth
verse. Now in connection with all of this, two cases
were brought up where sinners had had to pay for
their ungodliness, and the conclusion was that if such
was true of them, then those present were in need of
repenting of their sins lest one day they should have
to reap the consequences. Thus, the Lord just made
it plain and simple:Yo u e i t h e r r e p e n t o r p e r i s h .
They were given achoice. Such was not only true of
them but the same warning and choice has come down
t o u s .

Paul later said that God now requires all men every
where to repent. He says specifically:
times of this ignorance God winked at; but now com-
mandeth all men every where to repent.” (Acts 17:
30). At one time God may have over looked certain
things, but Paul assures us it is different now. The
inspired apostle says that God now requires all men
every where to repent, and you know, that includes
you and me and everybody else. What about it? Why,
God has commanded us to repent. What if we don’t?
We ’ l l j u s t have t o answer f o r i t . Remember one

( 3 7 )
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thing: God has commanded us to repent and if we
fail to, he won’t be responsible.

The scripture further tells us that one must repent
of his sins in order to obey the gospel of Christ. You
remember after Peter had preached the first gospel
sermon in fact, agroup of people wanted to know
what they should do to be saved, “Then Peter said
unto them. Repent, and be baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” (Acts
2:38). No doubt about i t then; one must repent in
o r d e r t o o b t a i n t h e r e m i s s i o n o f h i s s i n s . L e a v e o f f

repentance and one could not be saved.

What is repentance? We know that it is more than
just feeling sorry for what had happened. Repent¬
ance is more than just aconfession of one’s past sins,
etc. True repentance involves achange of heart, a
complete turning around. In other words, i t means
that if one is going in the direction of sin, he imme¬
diately turns and goes in the other direction. To illus¬
trate further: It means that if one hates his neigh¬
bor he will now love him; that if he has been stealing,
in the future he will give to the poor; that if he has
been cursing, from now on he will praise God, etc.
Yes, repentance is acomplete change of life, disposi¬
tion, outlook, feeling, attitude, and so on. To repent
is to give up an old life in order to begin anew one,
no longer to be aservant of the Devil but henceforth
to be aservant of God. That is true repentance.

Paul expained to the Corinthians: “For godly sor¬
row worketh repentance to salvation not to be repent-



3 9F I R S T P R I N C I P L E S

e d o f : b u t t h e s o r r o w o f t h e w o r l d w o r k e t h d e a t h .
(2 Cor. 7:10). Repentance is acondition of salvation
but such does not mean that one is saved on the basis
of repentance only. Repentance is unto salvation, go¬
ing in the direct ion thereof. Repentance, scr iptural
repentance, must be preceded by genuine faith and
followed by the confession that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God, and finally result in baptism for the re¬
mission of sins. (Mk. 16:16; Rom. 10:10; Acts 2:38;
22:16). So you can see that there are more condi¬
tions of salvation than one; that each is equally im¬
portant, and must be dealt with with that thought in
m i n d .

P e t e r t e l l s u s t h a t t h e L o r d i s i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e
salvation of each soul, when he says: “The Lord is not
slack concerning his promise; but is longsuffering to
us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that
all should come to repentance.” (2 Pet. 3:9). Christ
is anxious that every soul repent of his sins. Why
does he desire that we take such astep? Because it
is necessary to the saving of our souls. Sin, or those
v/ho have sinned, will not be able to enter the portals
of heaven, so if we are allowed to go in we must re¬
pent of our sins and live holy lives before God.

Don’t forget: the Lord has put it on this basis —
repent or i>erish. Friend, repent of your sins and
obey the gospel of Christ that you might be saved.
Do it today.

f 9
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CONFESSING UNTO SALVATION
We often refer to the confession that Jesus Christ

is the Son of God as being agood confession. This
seems to be afine definition because if there is any
confession which can be called good, it would certain¬
ly be this one. The sweetest words that can fall from
the lips of mortal man is that he believes that Christ
is God’s only begotten Son.

To confess is to acknowledge; to make acertain
thing or things known; to declare acertain truth, or
truths, etc. This is exactly what takes place when
making the good confession. The Bible teaches that
before one can be saved he must publicly state his
f a i t h i n C h r i s t .

The Lord says: “Whosoever therefore shall con¬
fess me before men, him will Iconfess also before my
Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny
me before men, him will Ialso deny before my Father
w h i c h i s i n h e a v e n .
Lord has promised that if we will confess him before

he will confess us before the Father. On the oth-
hand if we deny him before men he will deny us

before the Father. Please note that the Lord assures
that WHOSOEVER shall confess him or deny him

shall be confessed or denied before the Father in
heaven. The decision is left up to man in either case,
with the assurance that Christ’s action will be based
on the same.

(Matt. 10:32, 33). Thus, the

m e n

e r

u s

( 4 0 )
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Now listen to the words of the apostle Paul as he
' F o r w i t h t h e h e a r tspeaks on this same subject:

man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth
c o n f e s s i o n i s m a d e u n t o s a l v a t i o n .
From this verse of scripture we learn that one must
confess with the mouth, and in the next place, the
confession is unto salvation. The last part is especial¬
ly interesting since many claim that all aperson must
do to be saved is to confess faith in Christ. But Paul
says here that the confession is unto salvation, in the
d i r e c t i o n t h e r e o f .

(Rom. 10:10).

On turning to the book of Acts we have an example
of one confessing Christ. The record says that Philip
joined himself to the Ethiopian eunuch’s chariot and
after having conversed over certain religious mat¬
ters: “Philip opened his mouth, and began at the
same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus,
as they went on their way, they came unto acertain
water: and the eunuch said. See, here is water; what
doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said. If
thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And
he answered and said, Ibelieve that Jesus Christ is
the Son of God. And he commanded the chariot to
stand still: and they went down both into the water,
both Philip and the Eunuch; and he baptized him.
And when they were come up out of the water, the
Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eu¬
nuch saw him no more: and he went on his way re¬
jo i c ing ,
learning the truth, the eunuch desired to obey it, but
before his baptism he had to confess Christ as being
the Son of God. This was not an exception: it was

A n d

(Acts 8:36-39). Please observe that upon
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the rule, and if this man had to confess Christ then
all others who desire to obey the Lord must do like¬
w i s e .

T h e c o n f e s s i o n i s a c o n d i t i o n o f s a l v a t i o n . I t m u s t
be preceded by scriptural faith and repentance but
followed by baptism for the remission of sins. (Heb.
11:6 ; Ac ts 2 :38) . I f one le f t o f f the confess ion i t
would be impossible to obey the gospel of Christ, but
upon making the good confession one is in position to
complete his obedience to the truth through the act of
baptism. Every condition, or every step in relation
to the gospel, is important.

Now to the big question: Have you made the good
confession? Won’t you confess your fai th in Christ
in order that you might continue your obedience and
be saved? I f you have made that confession, may
the Lord help you to live faithful to it all the days of
your life; but on the other hand, if you have not as yet
confessed Christ before men then may you soon real¬
ize your duty before God and determine within your
heart to do that which he had commanded. Yes, con¬
fess the Lord and if you will, one day he will confess
you. Dear one, you’ll never regret it and Ibeseech
you to own the Christ before it is too late.
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B A P T I S M F O R R E M I S S I O N O F S I N S

On the day of Pentecost Peter preached the gospel
of Christ for the first time in fact. Upon hearing the
truth the question was asked: “ M e n a n d b r e t h r e n ,
wha t sha l l we do? ” Now no te t he answer g i ven :

Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost.” (Acts 2:37, 38). In substance Peter
was saying: If you want to be saved you must repent
of your sins and be baptized to have the remission of
those sins; and as aresult of this, you’ll receive the
gif t of the Holy Spir i t . The record goes on to say
that around three thousand of them obeyed the Lord
and were added to the church.

In every example of conversion to be found within
the book of Acts, one particular act stands out, and
that is baptism. Aside from the example already giv¬
en consider the conversion of the eunuch, the conver¬
sion of Saul, the conversion of Cornelius, etc. (Acts
8, 9, 10). If people of New Testament times had to
be baptized in order to be saved, it stands to reason
that if we are going to be saved we must be baptized.
But somebody says: “I think one can be saved with¬
out being baptized.” It is not amatter of what you
think, it is amatter of what the Bible teaches.

There are those who teach that on repent ing of

( 4 3 )
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one’s sins, aperson receives the remission of his sins
and then may be baptized to express such. But ac¬
cording to Acts 2:88 one must repent of his sins and
then be baptized to have the remission of his sins.
N o w w h o i s r i g h t o n t h e m a t t e r ? F r i e n d , I d o n ’ t
know about you, but I’l l take the Bible any time. It
matters not what man may say about bapt ism, my
New Testament tells me that one must be baptized to
please the Lord.

To further emphasize the importance of bapt ism,
go with me to some other passages of scripture. Christ
commissioned the apostles: “Go ye into all the world,
and preach the gospel to every creature. He that be-
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that be-
lieveth not shall be damned.’’ (Mk. 16:15, 16). To be¬
lieve and be baptized is to be saved but to believe not
is to be damned. It’s just that simple.

Next consider another statement made by the apos-
te Peter: “The l ike figure whereunto even baptism
doth also now save us (not the putting away of the
filth of the flesh, but the answer of agood conscience
toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” (1
Pet. 3:21). The wr i ter here says emphat ical ly that
baptism saves. Who will be the first one to deny Pe¬
ter ’s statement? Friend, if you say that one can be
saved without baptism you are calling this apostle a
liar, and God as well. Think this over and ask your¬
self the question: “Do Ibel ieve the scripture?”

These verses also suggest the importance of bap¬
t i s m : P e t e r c o m m a n d e d C o r n e l i u s a n d h i s h o u s e h o l d
to be baptized. (Acts 10:48). Saul was asked to arise
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and be baptized to wash away his sins. (Acts 22:16).
The sinner is to be baptized in the name of the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Ghost. (Matt. 28: 19, 20). Now
in the light of these truths, and others, aperson would
be afool to think for aminute that baptism is unim¬
por tan t .

True baptism is aburial or immersion in water. An
example of this may be found in Acts 8. Then Paul
definitely says: “Buried with him by baptism.” (Col.
2 : 1 2 ) . A n y t h i n g s h o r t o f a b u r i a l i n w a t e r c a n n o t
be scriptural baptism. This is further stated in Rom.
6:3, 4). Also, he says that this act puts one into
Christ, and the church. (Gal. 3:26, 27; 1Cor. 12:13).
But how many baptisms are there? There is only one
true baptism. (Eph. 4:5).

Baptism alone will not save anyone. Yes, the scrip¬
tures say that baptism saves but they no where say
that baptism only saves. When does baptism save?
Only after one has scripturally believed, repented of
his sins, and confessed Christ as the Son of God. Also
remember that baptism does not assure eternal salva¬
tion. That is, after one has been baptized for the re¬
miss ion o f s i ns he mus t l i ve t he fa i t h fu l Ch r i s t i an l i f e
to go home to heaven. Baptism is atest; God wants
to see if you believe his word to the extent that you
will go down into the water to be immersed. Those
who pass this test are saved but those who fail aren’t
fit for the kingdom of God.
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W H A T I S T H E C H U R C H O F C H R I S T ?

No doubt you have been wondering about the group
of people near you who refer to themselves as being
members of the church of Christ. You have probably
asked yourself: W h o a r e t h e s e p e o p l e ? W h a t d o
they believe and practice? What is the church of
Christ? Well, that is the thing we want to talk about
a t t h i s t i m e .

First , the church of Christ is non-denominat ional
and non-sectarian. This church is neither Protestant,
Jewish, nor Catholic; i t endeavours to speak where
the Bible speaks and be silent where the Bible is si¬
lent. Neither does it substitute in any form, shape,
or fashion. (Rev. 22:18, 19; Gal. 1:7-9).

Second, the church of Christ is the church which
Christ promised to build. Christ spake these words
unto Peter: “That thou art Peter, and upon this rock
Iwill build my church; and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it.” (Matt. 16:18).

Third, the church of Christ is that church which
was established on the day of Pentecost, A. D. 33. The
record reveals that Peter preached the gospel for the
first time and around three thousand obeyed the Lord
and were added to the church. (Acts 2). That same
church has been in ex is tence ever s ince .

Fourth, the church of Christ is the spiritual body
( 4 6 )
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of Christ. The apostle Paul, in speaking to the mem¬
bers of the church at Corinth, has this to say; “Now
ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular,
(1 Cor. 12:27).

Fifth, the church of Christ is the one body of the
scriptures. This is the truth about the matter inas¬
much as the Bible speaks of but one body. “There is
one body.” (Eph. 4:4). But the body is the church.
(Eph. 1:22, 23).
one, and only one.

Sixth, the church of Christ recognizes Christ as its
head. “And he is the head of the body, the church.
(Col. 1:18). Christ is the supreme one.

Seventh, the church of Christ acknowledges Christ
a s i t s s a v i o u r . “ F o r t h e h u s b a n d i s t h e h e a d o f t h e
wife, even as Christ is head of the church: and he is
the saviour of the body.” (Eph. 5:23).

Eighth, the church of Chr is t is ablood bought
inst i tut ion. Christ purchased i t with his own blood.
(Acts 20:28). The church then is important.

Ninth, the church of Christ is composed of Chris¬
tians who have obeyed the Lord’s will and have been
added to the church. (Acts 2:47; 1Cor. 12:13). One
cannot join the Lord’s church.

Tenth, the church of Christ honors the name of
C h r i s t . T h e c h u r c h i t s e l f w e a r s t h e n a m e o f C h r i s t ,
Not only so, but each member l ikewise wears h is
name. (Rom. 16:16; 1Pet. 4:16). Man made names
and titles are rejected.

f f

Therefore, there is one church —

f 9
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Eleventh, the church of Christ accepts the Lord's
plan of scriptural organization. (1 Tim. 3). Elders,
e t c .

Twelfth, the church of Christ engages in the great¬
est work on earth, that of carrying the gospel to the
lost. (Matt . 28:18-20; Eph. 2:10).

Thirteenth, the church of Christ worships God in
spirit and in truth. This is done each first day of the
week through praying, studying, singing, giving, and
partaking of the Lord's Supper. (John 4:24; Acts
2 0 : 7 ) .

Fourteenth, the church of Christ practices Chris¬
tianity. Each member of the church must be faithful
unto death. (Rev. 2:10; 22:14).

Dear friend, consider the church of Christ in light
of these statements, and above all, in light of what the
Bible teaches. Attend the services of the church of
Christ and you will be considered an honored guest,
and at the same time, be scripturally taught.

You can be amember of the Lord's church by be¬
lieving in Christ, repenting of your sins, confessing
Christ, and being baptized for the remission of sins.
(Mk. 16: 15, 16). The truth will make nothing but
N e w Te s t a m e n t C h r i s t i a n s .
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I S C H R I S T D I V I D E D ? 9 96 6

Upon one occasion division reared its ugly head in
the church at Corinth. As aresult, Paul wrote: “Now
Ibeseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Je¬
sus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that
there be no divisions among you; but that ye be per¬
fectly joined together in the same mind and in the
same judgment. For it hath been declared unto me
of you, my brethren, by them which are of the house
of Chloe, that there are contentions among you. Now
this Isay, that every one of you saith, Iam of Paul;
and Iof Apollos; and Iof Cephas; and Iof Christ. Is
Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? and were
ye baptized in the name of Paul? Ithank God that I
baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gains; Lest
any should say that Ihad baptized in mine own name.
And Ibaptized also the household of Stephanas: be¬
sides, Iknow not whether Ibaptized any other. For
Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gos¬
pel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of
Christ should be made of none effect.” (1 Cor. 1:
10-17). Thus, Paul condemns division and makes a
plea for unity.

There were those at Corinth who wanted to follow
Paul; others wanted to follow Apollos, etc. Evidently
these brethren had completely lost their reasoning
power, and to get them to think the apostle asked a

( 4 9 )
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few questions. His first question was: “ I s C h r i s t
divided?” They knew that he was not, and therefore
not justified in the steps they were taking. Next, he
asked them: “Was Pau l c ruc i fied fo r you? ” The i r
answer had to be in the negative, and since Paul was
not crucified for them, he was not to be recognized as
the i r l eader i nasmuch as he was no t the Sav iou r. The
same applied to the others who were pointing to cer¬
t a i n i n d i v i d u a l s a s t h e i r m a s t e r s . T h e n t h e fi n a l

question was:“ W e r e y e b a p t i z e d i n t h e n a m e o f
Paul?” They knew that they had not been baptized
in the name of Paul, but rather in the name of Christ.
Neither had the others been baptized in the name of
some human being but had all been baptized in the
name of the Son of God. Hence, Paul was merely
showing them the absurdity of dividing up into little
groups in order to honor certain men like themselves,
when truly, they should honor Christ, their saviour.

Since division had entered the church at Corinth,
Paul was glad that he had baptized only afew of them
lest they should wear his name. On this basis Paul
explained that the Lord had sent him to preach the
gospel, not just to baptize. In other words, he was
saying that the Lord had sent him to preach, but it is
to be understood that when the gospel is preached,
baptizing will always follow if there are those who be¬
lieve and desire to obey the truth. Also, may it be
understood that the gospel has never made anything
but true Christians, members of the body of Christ.
As surely, then, as the gospel is preached and accepted
in obedience, it will make nothing but children of God.
The gospel will not make this kind of aChristian,
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a n d t h a t k i n d o f a C h r i s t i a n ; i t n e ve r h a s a n d i t
never wil l . The truth brings people together instead
of dr iv ing them apar t . The church in Cor in th was
divided, not over what the Lord had taught them, but
over their opinions and ideas. The same is true to¬
day: people are d iv ided re l ig iously, not over what
the Bible teaches, but over their opinions and ideas.
T h e c h u r c h i n C o r i n t h s t o o d c o n d e m n e d a n d t h e r e ¬
ligious world now stands condemned.

Division is an awful thing. I t causes heartaches,
sorrows, hatred, and above all, it will cause millions
of souls to be lost . Such is of the Devi l and i t is thus
s i n f u l t o t h e c o r e . T h e L o r d h a t e s d i v i s i o n a n d i n
the shadow of the cross he prayed that we might be
o n e . ( J o h n 1 7 ) . P a u l l a t e r g a v e a p l a n f o r u n i t y
when he said there is one body, one Spirit, one hope,
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God. (Eph.
4:1-6). Christ is not divided and he doesn’t want us
to be divided, but rather he wants us to be one, even
as he and the Father are one. When aperson up¬
holds denominat ional ism, etc. , he is upholding the
Devi l ’s work; when aperson says that we can’ t be
one he is denying God’s word. Hence, the church of
Chirst is pleading with people everywhere to return
to the Bible for all that they say or do; to speak where
the Bible speaks and be silent where the Bible is si¬
lent; to do Bible things in Bible ways. Yes, let us
ever strive for unity.
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A C H R I S T I A N O N L Y

Yes, my friend, you can be aChristian and aChris¬
tian only. Such is no exaggeration. Of course, you
may find it hard to believe since all the people around
you are members of one denomination or another, and
you yourself may belong to such ahuman organiza¬
tion, but nevertheless, it is true, you can be aChris¬
tian only.

By now you probably want to know: “How could
Ibe just aChristian?” Well, that question is easy to
answer. You may be aChr is t ian by s imply obeying
the gospel of Christ, or in other words, by obeying
the truth of God’s will. Now you may reason: “ I
have obeyed the gospel, or the truth.” My friend,
have you? Now be honest with yourself, and be hon¬
est with God. No doubt about it; you are honest and
sincere but sometimes even honest and sincere people
a r e m i s t a k e n .

Jus t now i t shou ld be obse rved t ha t i n New Tes ta¬
ment t imes the truth made Christians only. No, the
t r u t h d i d n o t m a k e o n e k i n d o f a C h r i s t i a n a n d t h e n
another kind of aChrist ian, etc. . I f you know any¬
thing at all about the New Testament you will have
t o a d m i t t h a t s u c h i s f a c t .

The scriptures mention the name Christian only
three times, but please note, each time it is spoken of

( 5 2 )
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it is specifically Christian, and furthermore, no other
name is mentioned or specified in regard to the name
o r t i t l e o f a f o l l o w e r o f C h r i s t . B u t n o w t o t h e v e r s e s
of scripture which give us the name Christian. First,
please observe Luke’s statement: “And the disciples
were ca l led Chr is t ians fi rs t in Ant ioch . ” (Ac ts 11 :
26). They were first called Chrsitians there, and fol¬
l o w e r s o f C h r i s t h a v e b e e n c a l l e d C h r i s t i a n s e v e r
s ince . Second , Pau l p leads w i th K ing Agr ippa to
obey the gospel and his reply is: “Almost thou per¬
suades ! me to be aChr is t ian . ” (Ac ts 26 :28) . Why
didn’t King Agrippa specify the kind of Christian he
was almost persuaded to become? Simply because he
could not have become anything but aChristian. Why
Paul didn’t preach to that man that he could be this
kind of aChristian or that kind of aChristian, but he
preached the truth only, and therefore, it would make
nothing more than aChristian, and evidently King
Agrippa understood this. And third, Peter speaks of
the Christ ian in this manner: “Yet i f any man suf¬
fer as aChrist ian, let him not be ashamed; but let
him glorify God on this behalf.” (1 Pet. 4:16). Hence,
if one must suffer as aChristian, or for wearing the
name Christian, then he should not be ashamed of it,
but rather, he should thank God that he is counted
worthy of the name of Christ and that he has the
privilege of suffering for the name of Christ. As a
result, God should be glorified through the same. But
look again, the writer speaks of the name Christian
and the name Christian only. He did not tack aman¬
made name on the end of it, and neither should we.

And now please observe these simple facts: (1) To
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be aChristian then one must accept the truth without
addition, subtraction or substitutions to it in any way.
(Rev. 22: 18, 19). (2) To be aChr ist ian one must
obey the gospel, believing in Christ, repenting of his
sins, confessing the name of Christ, and being bap¬
tized to be saved. (Mk. 16:16; Acts 2:38). (3) To be
aChristian then one must be amember of the church
which Christ established. (Matt. 16:18; Rom. 16:16).
(4) To be aChr is t ian one must wear the name of
Christ. (1 Pet. 4:1). (5) To be aChristian one must
worship God in spirit and in truth on each first day
of the week. (John 4:24; Acts 20:7). ( 6 ) T o b e a
Christian one must live faithful to God. (Rev. 2:10;
James 1:12) .
over again and each t ime ask yourself :
Ch r i s t i an i n v i ew o f wha t t he B ib le t eaches?

Please review these points over and
“ A m I a
9 9

Dear one, life is slipping away; you will soon be
gone. Hence, prepare today for the judgment and the
beyond. Obey the truth —be just aChristian, a
member of the Lord’s church; live faithful to God
unto death and heaven will be yours.

Yes, you can be just aChristian, no more and no
l e s s .
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“ I N C H R I S T ”

The Bible tells us that all spiritual blessings are in
Christ —not out of Christ but in Christ. Paul pro¬
claimed in the long ago: “B lessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in
C h r i s t . ” ( E p h . 1 : 3 ) .

Since all spiritual blessings are in Christ it stands
to reason that one must be in Christ to enjoy those
blessings. But the question immediately arises: “How
can one enter Chr is t?” And the scr ip tures answer
this question. The same writer who says all spiritual
blessings are in Christ also informs us that one may
enter him through the act of baptism. Thus, he
writes: “Know ye not, that so many of us as were
baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his
d e a t h ? ” ( R o m . 6 : 3 ) . P l e a s e n o t e t h a t P a u l o n l y
would have us know that it takes baptism to put one
into Christ, but at the same time, he includes himself
as being one of many who had been baptized into him.
Again he says: “For as many of you as have been
baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” (Gal. 3:27).
To put on something is to be in it. For instance, if
one puts on acoat then he is in it. Thus, for one to
put on Christ simply means that he is in Christ.
Again, keep in mind that it is baptism which puts one
i n t o t h e L o r d .

( 5 5 )
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There are multitudes of people who frown on bap¬
tism. Many laugh and scoff at the idea of going down
into the water for the purpose of being immersed. But
aquestion: Unless one is baptized how does he think
he can enter Christ? It just so happens that the word
of God tells us it is through baptism that one puts on
Christ. In light of such it would seem foolish to be¬
little an act which is so necessary to the welfare of
o n e ’ s s o u l .

It is said by some that faith is sufficient to salva¬
tion, and consequently, faith puts one into Christ. But
where does the Bible say that one must believe into
Christ? Where is the verse of scripture for such? If
there is such astatement in all of God’s word it has
never been brought to this writer’s attention. No
doubt about it; faith is important, but the scripture
says that one must believe unto salvation, not into it.
(Rom. 10:10). Hence, one must believe unto Christ,
faith carries one in the direction of Christ, but it alone
is not enough to put one into him. The same is true
of repentance and confession. (2 Cor. 7:10; Rom. 10:
10). One must repent unto salvation, and confess
unto salvation. But mind you, one cannot repent into
salvation or repent into Christ; neither can one con¬
fess into salvation or confess into Christ. But by be¬
lieving unto salvation, repenting unto salvation, con¬
fessing unto salvation, one may scripturally be bap¬
tized into salvation. That is, through scripturally be¬
lieving, repenting, and confessing one may be bap¬
tized into Christ, but not until.

Then there is always someone ready to say: “Well,
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Iam saved but Ihave never been baptized,
so? Mister, if you are saved, and yet you have never
been baptized, then you are saved apart from Christ:
for the word of God says that one must be baptized in
order to enter Christ. Now look at the mess you are
in. Somebody is mistaken about the matter, and I
rather suspect you, inasmuch as the Bible contradicts
that which you are saying —I’ll take the word of God
any day over what puny man has said. My fr iend,
you had better leave the Devil’s doctrine and get back
t o t h e t r u t h .

We have learned, then, that all spiritual blessings
are in Christ and that the only way to enter him is
through the act of baptism. It might also be pointed
out that the same act which puts one into Christ puts
one into his body. (1 Cor. 12:13). But what does it
mean to be in Christ where all spiritual blessings are?
It means that one is saved, that he may pray, that he
has the gift of the Holy Spirit, and above all, may
look to abetter world with hope through Christ. Yes,
it means all this and much, much more.

Friend, if you are not in Christ then enter him to¬
day through the act of baptism and the Lord will
surely bless you for it. Remember, you cannot be
saved until you put on Christ by baptism.

I s t h a t9 f
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T R U E W O R S H I P

In New Testament times the people of God assem¬
bled on the first day of the week for the purpose of
worshipping God. We have an example of this in
Acts 20:7. Thus, we are to come together on the
Lord’s day for the same reason. As amatter of fact,
we are exhorted to attend all of the assemblies. (Heb.
10:25). I f aChrist ian fai ls to do this i t means that
he has sinned before God. Now you may ask: “Is it
al l that important?” Yes, i t is.

The Bible speaks of three kinds of worship. Paul
came across agroup of people who were worshipping,
but there was something wrong. What was it? Well,
Paul explained that their worship was in ignorance.
(Acts 17:23). Have t imes changed much? No, be¬
cause many worship God throughout the world, but
much of i t is nothing more than ignorant worship.
Hence, it is not enough just to worship. Again, the
Lord informed agroup of people of his day that their
worship was in vain. (Matt. 15:9). Well, why? Be¬
cause, as he spake, their worship was after the doc¬
trines and conimandments of men. Finally, the scrip¬
ture out l ines ap lan for t rue worsh ip . Chr is t says :

God i s aSp i r i t : and they tha t worsh ip h im mus t
worship him in spirit and in truth.” (John 4:24). If
one is going to worship God in an acceptable way then
it must be in spir i t and in truth, for after al l , why

( 6 8 )
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should one bother to worship if it is not going to be
acceptable?

Now to this question: What does it mean to wor¬
ship God in spirit and in truth? Simply that one must
worship, understanding that which he is doing, and
at the same time, according to the Lord.’s will. Paul
s a i d :

with the understanding also.” (1 Cor. 14:15). As to
the truth, Chr ist has said:
thy t ru th : thy word is t ru th . ” (John 17:17) .

True worsh ip cons is ts o f what is commonly re¬
ferred to as five items, or acts, of worship. They sim¬
ply are: Bible study, prayer, singing, partaking of
the Lord ’s Supper, and g iv ing. Each one must be
done in spirit and in truth for God to acknowledge it.

First, the Lord’s people are expected to assemble to
study God’s word. (2 Tim. 2:15). This must be done
in spirit, or with understanding. In other words, one
must lay aside everything and fasten, or center, his
mind upon the word of truth. He must also study ac¬
cording to the truth, or will, of God. That is, he must
be willing to lay man’s thoughts and conceptions down
and simply take God at his word, of course, rightly
dividing the word of truth at all times.

Second, the people of God are to meet for the pur¬
pose of engaging in prayer. (1 Thess. 5:17). This too,
must be entered into with the spirit and the under¬
standing. Prayer is awonderful medium, and awon¬
derful blessing which God has bestowed upon man.
But this privilege can be abused. Many enter prayer
with their minds upon the things of the world, and so

Iwill pray with the spirit, and Iwill singi t

Sant i fy them throughi t
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on. Be it remembered then, that if one is going to
pray in such away as to be heard of God he is going
to have to be in the right frame of mind to do so.
Likewise, prayer must be according to truth. One’s
prayer must be in harmony with the will of God to be
a n s w e r e d .

Third, the Lord’s disciples are to come together to
sing. (Eph. 5:19). This must be done also in spirit
and understanding. The words of asong should truly
come to life as one puts his mind to his task. Fur¬
thermore, as one sings according to the truth, the
melody is made in his heart instead of on some instru¬
m e n t o f m u s i c .

Fourth, God’s people are to assemble to partake of
the Lord’s Supper. In this case, one is to remember
that the Lord was nailed to the cross, and thus, shed
his blood for the sins of the world. This supper is a
memor ia l . Then too , the t ru th wou ld requ i re tha t
one do this each first day of the week. (Acts 20:7).

Fifth, Christians are to meet on the Lord’s day to
give. (1 Cor. 16:2). In spirit, one is to recognize the
importance of such giving; in truth, he is to do it as
he has been prospered, being true to himself, and to
G o d .

Now, what about you? Do you worship God in an
acceptable way? Think on these things.
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H O L Y T H I N G S

In the long ago, Paul said: “ I b e s e e c h y o u t h e r e ¬
fore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present
your bodies al iv ing sacr ifice, holy, acceptable unto
God, which is your resonable services.” (Rom. 12:1).
Please ponder this verse of scripture very carefully
with emphasis on the latter part. Note that the peo¬
ple of God are to present their bodies as living sac¬
rifices, holy, acceptable unto God, and the writer adds,
“which is your reasonable service.” Consider espe¬
cially the little word “holy.” The entire verse is sim¬
ply aplea for hol iness.

Another apostle wrote: As obedient children, not
fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts
in your ignorance: But as he which hath called you
is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;
Because it is written, Be ye holy; for Iam holy.” (1
Pet. 1:14-16). Thus, Peter calls upon the people of
his time to be holy in all that they do, realizing that
the Lord is holy. Such has ever been his desire and
there is no danger of it changing.

t t

Since the verses of scripture cited, and others that
could be, speak of the word “holy” it might be good
that we define that term before continuing. The term
holy refers to that which is sanctified, or set apart;
tha t wh ich i s god ly and pure . In connec t ion w i th
this it should be pointed out that the word holy is a

( 6 1 )
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good, scriptural term. This truth is submitted inas¬
much as many people are afraid to mention the word
holy or the word holiness, in that agroup of religious
I)eople cal l themselves “Holiness,
know that such people are unscriptural in other ways
but they are right in emphasizing holiness. The point
is, those of us who claim to be the people of God, the
true church of Christ, should be the ones setting forth
the beauty of holiness. No, we should not be ashamed
of the word, but rather we should be holy even as the
Lord is holy, that is, we should ever str ive toward
perfection. Actually to be holy, as it relates to man,
means that one must be climbing the ladder of per¬
fection, not that he is perfect, but that he is striving
to be perfect. Then one day the faithful will be made
perfect and will dwell forever with the Lord.

f 9 O f course, we

Consider now those individuals, things, or places
which are holy:

1. GOD IS HOLY. (John 17:11). He has no be¬
ginning or ending, reigns in heaven, creator of
all things. His Son calls upon him as “Holy Fa¬
t h e r . ”

2 . CHRIST IS HOLY. (1 Pe t . 1 :15 ) . H e i s t h e

Son of God, came from heaven, lived aperfect
l i fe, and after his death, burial, and resurrec¬
tion ascended to his Father to reign as king of
kings and lord of lords.

3. THE SPIRIT IS HOLY. (Matt. 28:19). Christ
sent the Spirit upon the apostles; he directed
the men of God to pen the scriptures, and is pre-
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sented to every soul who obeys God. He is also
spoken of as being holy.

4 . T H E C H U R C H I S H O LY. ( H e b . 3 : 1 ) . C h r i s t
established it; purchased it with his blood; he
is i t s head and sav iou r.

5 . THE GOSPEL IS HOLY. (Rom. 1 :16) . Based
on the Lord’s death, burial, and resurrection; the
lost are called by the gospel; it has power to save.

6. THE BLOOD IS HOLY. (1 Pet. 1:18, 19). The
blood of Christ; it redeems or forgives; it remits
or washes away sin.

7. THE NAME IS HOLY. (Acts 4:12) . The name
of Christ; the Lord’s people are to wear it in¬
dividually and collectively; salvation is in it.

8. THE WORD IS HOLY. (2 Tim. 3:16, 17). The
word of God, and thus, al l inspired of him; i t
has the power to save.

9 . H E A V E N I S H O L Y . G o d a n d C h r i s t d w e l l
there; only the r ighteous wil l inheri t i t , and i t
w i l l s t a n d f o r e v e r .

Since all of these things are holy let’s ask afew
questions: How in this world does asinner think he
can be saved unless he obeys God and lives faithful
unto death? How on earth can an err ing Christ ian
th i nk f o r one m inu te t ha t he can be saved i f he d i es
i n s u c h a c o n d i t i o n ? H o w c a n w e t h a t a r e C h r i s t i a n s
think we can be saved unless we live holy lives for
God? The point is, if the things mentioned are holy,
we are going to have to be holy in order to have fel-
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lowship with them. All that is of God is holy and if
we are going to belong to him we must be holy too.
May the Lord help us then, to “TAKE TIME TO BE
H O L Y . ”

6 4



X V I I I

D A I L Y R E L I G I O N

The Bible speaks of different kinds of religions,
but sets forth one as being apure religion, the reli¬
gion of Christ. (Janies 1:27). Not only does God’s
word refer to anumber of kinds of religion but such
is seen on every hand in the form of Catholicism, de-
nominationalism, etc. But speaking only of the body
of Christ, it can be truthfully said that there are those
of our number who practice one type of religion or
another. For instance, there are certain members of
the church who practice a“summer” religion; others
who believe in “big meeting” religion; and still others
who have only a“Sunday” religion.

It is wonderful to see people attending the various
assemblies, as wel l as expressing their rel igion in
other ways, but it is not enough just to be religious
during the summer months. Continuing, it is thrill¬
ing to see people attending agospel meeting; backing
up every service with their presence, as well as en¬
couraging others to attend, and so on. But again, it
is not enough just to be religious during aseries of
gospel meetings. And in connection with these
thoughts, it is indeed heart warming to see members
of the d iurch get t ing out on Sunday morn ing and
evening to the worship services, but as before, it is
not enough just to worship God on the Lord’s day,
thus practicing aSunday religion only. The Bible
says that if one is going to practice the religion of

( 6 5 )
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Christ it must be adaily affair. Christ himself says,
If any man will come after me, let him deny himself,

and take up his cross daily, and follow me.” (Lk. 9:
23) . Now consider carefu l ly what the Lord had to
say. In the first place, he invites all to follow him.
In the second place, he says that if we would fol¬
low him we must deny ourselves, or give up the things
of the world. And finally, in the third place, he says
that if we are going to follow him we must take up his
cross, or his work, daily. So you can see, the religion
of Christ is adaily rel igion.

Now for aperson to practice the religion of Christ
he must understand that it will be afull time job, a
da i l y rou t ine . He mus t unders tand fu r the r tha t a
daily religion demands certain things. For instance,
dai ly rel igion demands dai ly fai th. I t takes fai th to
practice the religion of Christ. Paul informs us: “The
just shall live by faith.” (Rom. 1:17). To add to that,
he says: “For whatsoever is not of fa i th is s in.
(Rom. 14 :23) . Then don ’ t fo rge t tha t the Hebrew
writer says without fai th i t is impossible to please
God. (Heb. 11:6). It takes daily faith to accomplish
that which the Lord would have us do.

Dai ly rel igion demands dai ly love. We must love
God above everything else. And the Lord adds that
the next command to that is to, “Love thy neighbour
as thyse l f . ” (Ma t t . 22 :37 -39) . We mus t a l so love
one another according to the apostle John: “Beloved,
let us love one another: for love is of God.” (1 John
4:7). Christ ians cannot serve God apart from love.
Such is an impossibi l i ty. But keep this in mind: I t

U
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is not enough to talk about love, one must prove it, in
h i s a c t i o n s .

Daily religion demands daily prayer. Paul says:
Pray without ceasing.” (1 Thess. 5:17). The Chris¬

tian must pray at every opportunity. He should pray
for himself, for his friends, for the church, etc. One
can’t drift off from God if he communes with him as
he shou ld .

Daily religion demands daily Bible study. Paul
says that we are to study to shew ourselves approved
to God. (2 Tim. 2:15). It takes spiritual food for
spiritual living. This is where Bible study enters the
picture. So many fall down on the job here, and such
is evident by their actions.

Daily religion demands daily work, daily giving,
daily exhortations, adaily example, and so on. And
here is something that all should remember: D a i l y
religion brings daily results. This will always be the
case. Every soul who practices this kind of religion
will be helped, and consequently, will help others,
either directly or indirectly. Never underestimate
the power that is to be found in this type of religion.

What about your religion? Are you just playing
at the job, or is it aserious matter with you? Do you
work at it seven days aweek, twenty-four hours a
day? If not, then try it, and look at the results.

i f
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“ I L O V E G O D 99

How many times have you said: “I love God”? No
doubt you have uttered such hundreds and even thou¬
sands of times. But the question is: Do you love
God? Now you may think that you love him and
you may even convince others that you love him, but
do you? It is one thing to say “I love God” and it is
another thing to express your love. You may love
God as far as you are concerned but do you love him
when it comes to the Lord’s understanding of love?

If you love God ask yourself these questions: Have
Iobeyed God? Am Iamember of the Lord’s church?
Do Iworship God each first day of the week? Am I
living the Christian life? If your answer is in the
negative, then in God’s sight you do not love him. On
the other hand, if you can answer in the affirmative
you can not only tell the world that you love God, but
you have done more than that, you have proven it.

The average person will tell you readily that he
loves God, but in reality he doesn’t. It matters not
how much one may say that he loves the Lord; if he
refuses to obey Christ’s will that is proof enough that
he doesn’t love God. Bible love expresses itself in
obedience. As amatter of fact, the Lord tests man’s
love through this medium. In light of this, there are¬
n’t too many who are able to pass such atest.

Now the Lord speaks on this subject in this man-
( 6 8 )
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ner: “If aman love me, he will keep my words: and
my Father will love him, and we will come unto him,
and make ou r abode w i t h h im . He tha t l ove th me no t
keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear
is not mine, but the Father ’s which sent me.” (John
14:23, 24). Again, Jesus said: “If ye love me, keep
my commandments.” (John 14:15). The Lord makes
it very plain that if aperson loves him he will obey
his commands, and yet, if asoul does not love him he
wi l l not obey his word. Another way of put t ing i t :
Aperson will obey the Lord if he truly loves him, but
t h e i n d i v i d u a l w h o f a i l s t o s u b m i t h i m s e l f t o t h e
Lord’s will is the person who does not love God.

To love the Lord is to keep his commandments just
like if one loves his parents, he is going to obey them.
I f t r u e l o v e i s i n v o l v e d i n t h e s e m a t t e r s t h e r e w o n ’ t
be any problem when it comes to the matter of obedi¬
ence. Scriptural love will lead one to do many things,
as was the case w i th God i n re l a t i on t o h i s Son . We
are told that: “God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For
G o d s e n t n o t h i s S o n i n t o t h e w o r l d t o c o n d e m n t h e
w o r l d ; b u t t h a t t h e w o r l d t h r o u g h h i m m i g h t b e
saved.” (John 3:16, 17). As God looked down upon
m a n i n h i s s i n f u l c o n d i t i o n h e w a s m o v e d w i t h c o m ¬
passion. Hence, he decided to send his own Son into
the world for the purpose of saving man from eternal
ruin. In purposing this he promised man that such
would become areality. But get this: G o d d i d n ’ t
just talk about his love for man without doing some¬
thing about i t . He not only expressed his love for
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man in words but proved that love with the sending
of h is Son in to th is low land o f s in and sor row to d ie
on the cross. Yes, God proved his love for man.

He not only proved his love in the giving of his Son
but he has proven it in many other ways as well. At
the same time, the Lord would have us to prove our
l o v e f o r h i m

prove it by obedience and devotion to his cause.

Now in view of the things that have been said, do
you st i l l think you love God? Do you love God in
keeping with what the Lord has said on this subject?
Ihope you can truthfully say that you love him, but
if not, it is my prayer that you will bow yourself be¬
fore God and express your love for him in simple obe¬
dience. Don’t be hypocritical about the matter. Don’t
tell everyone that you love God but at the same time
refuse to obey him. Don’t tell God that you love him
and rebel before him. If you want to prove your love
for God then put it into action, for after all, as the
old saying goes, “action speaks louder than words.
Remember: Your love for God is based on your ac¬
tions, more than on what you say.

not just talk about i t —but actually

t f
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Y O U R T E M P E R A T U R E

Say you have obeyed the gospel; you are amember
of the Lord’s church; you are aChristian, achild of
God ?All of that is good, but the big question is: Are
you faithful to your calling? Now there’s one way
of finding out and that is by taking your temperature,
spiritually speaking. Upon one occasion Christ spake
unto the church of the Laodiceans in this manner: “I
know thy works, that thou are neither cold nor hot:
Iwould thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou
art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, Iwill spue
thee out of my mouth.” (Rev. 3:15, 16). What the
Lord had to say to the Laodiceans not only applied to
them but it would be well for you to consider that
s t a t e m e n t .

The Lord knew the condition of the Laodiceans, As
stated, he knew their works, whether good or bad. In
such acase Christ had the power to look upon the
hearts of those involved that he might know their
thoughts as well as their works. This suggests that
they could not hide their state from the Lord even
though they may have wanted to. It should also
teach you that it is impossible for anyone to hide from
him. All that you say or do is open before the Lord.

In the next place, Christ knew that the Laodiceans
were neither hot nor cold. This congregation was
made up of an indifferent group of people. They were

( 7 1 )
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not necessarily for the Lord and neither were they
necessarily opposed to him. In other words, they
seemed to have the idea that the could stay in the mid¬
dle of the road. Now my friend, the Lord knows
whether you are hot or cold. Yes, he knows if you
are walking along holding to him with one hand and
holding the Devil with the other. Itell you, he knows
y o u .

We now observe tha t the Lord knew the Laod iceans
to be alukewarm people. And the very fact, they
were neither hot nor cold meant only one thing —
lukewarmness. The same is true with water. If it is
neither hot nor cold it can be only one thing —luke¬
warm. Well, my friend, if you are neither hot nor
cold you must be lukewarm.

If the Lord had had his way about the people of
Laodicea he would have had them to be hot or cold.
Christ then, by his own acknowledgement, had rather
have aperson altogether for him or altogether against
him, for he hates hypocrisy. But these people were
neither, thus leaving them lukewarm. Lukewarm¬
ness is very distasteful even when it comes to drink¬
ing water. In the case of water, it is always better
cold or hot. However, if one takes amouthful of
lukewarm water it makes him want to spit it out. The
same is true with the Lord when it comes to lukewarm
Christians. Therefore, he said unto those who were
lukewarm, “I will spue thee out of my mouth.” My
friend, if you are lukewarm the Lord will treat you in
l i ke manne r. As s ta ted , t he re i s ha rd l y any th ing
more distasteful than lukewarmness.
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The Lord took the temperature of the Laodiceans
and found them to be lukewarm. What about your
temperature? Have you taken it lately? Why not
do it right now by beginning with:

1. Cold. Friend, have you drifted away from the
Lord altogether? If you have grown cold you
need to re turn to the sav iour and reso lve ever to
stay by his side.

2. Lukewarm. Dear one, have you become indif¬
ferent with your duties and responsibilities? You
should realize that if you are in this state the
Lord will spue you out of his mouth. To be
lukewarm is to be lost . Repent, confess your
faults, and pray to God that you may be for¬
given.

3. Hot. Beloved, are you daily serving the Lord?
If you are, more power to you. Always remain
on the Lord’s side and he’ll reward you with life,
and life everlasting.

Now Itrust you have taken your temperature ac¬
cording to God’s thermometer
you have, where do you stand? If your temperature
is not what it should be, correct it scripturally. And
yet, if it is where it should be according to the will of
God, then do all that is within you to keep it that
way. Remember, God’s thermometer never lies.

the Ho ly B ib le . I f
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T H E E R R I N G C H R I S T I A N

It is wonderful to know that God has provided man,
the alien sinner, with away of escape. But some¬
times, after asoul has obeyed the first principles of
the gospel, there is afall ing away. Hence, we refer
to such an individual as being an erring Christ ian,
or erring child of God.

Someone is ready to ask: “ I f aperson fal ls from
grace is there any chance of restoring him?
must aperson do in order to return to his first love?”
“Can aperson be eternally saved if he remains in that
state until he dies?” These questions, and many oth¬
ers, have been asked time and time again, but they
are very simple for the Bible readily answers them.

It is sad to see aperson drift away from God, but
it is even sadder to see that soul remain in such acon¬
d i t ion . Thus , i t shou ld be unders tood tha t i f one
strays away from the fold it is possible for him to
return, even as the prodigal son returned to his fa¬
ther in the long ago. (Lk. 15). Of course, this takes
faith in God’s will and humility to carry it out.

As suggested, one must have faith in God’s word in
order to return to his first love. In other words, one
must acknowledge God’s plan for the erring Christian
and follow it step by step. Such would mean that one
would have to repent of his sins, humbly confess his
faults, and pray that God might have mercy and for-

( 7 4 )
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give him. James says, "Confess your faults one to
another, and pray one for another, that ye may be
healed. The effectua l fervent prayer o f ar ighteous
man avai leth much.” (James 5:16). Then in Acts 8
we have an example of where Simon had sinned and
Peter asked him to do the very thing which James
submits. According to the scriptures he was forgiven
inasmuch as he re tu rned to the w i l l o f God .

Yes, God has promised to forgive every erring one
who wil l return. But be it known, that God has no
where, and at no time, promised to forgive those who
refuse to meet his terras of pardon. Such people will
not only be lost, but will at the same time, drag others
down to hell with them. What aterrible way to de¬
part from this world.

Who must confess his faults? Why, every one who
has sinned. But whether aperson should make apub¬
lic confession or not all depends on his sin. Hence,
keep this in mind: Aperson’s confession should be
made just as public as his sin. Therefore, if an in¬
dividual has sinned in his heart he should repent and
ask God to forgive him. But if aperson has sinned
against his neighbor he should take it to that neigh¬
bor and scripturally settle it. On the other hand, if a
child of God has so sinned that the community knows
about it, and that sin has brought shame and disgrace
on the Lord’s name and the Lord’s people (and i t
certainly has if the sin is of apublic nature), that
soul should take the matter before the church, and
with apenitent spirit, confess his faults, and ask the
congregation, and God to forgive him. Now that’s
the Bible way.
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S o m e b r e t h r e n d o n o t a t t e n d t h e a s s e m b l i e s . S t i l l
others attend but will not partake of the Lord's Sup¬
per. Well, this, and other things, is an indication
that such people need to go before the church and con¬
fess their faults. One cannot scripturally serve God
until all matters have been straightened out with him.

Of course, there are always those who feel that they
are too good to go before acongregation and confess
their faults. Some have too much pride; still others
love the world too much. But when aperson fails to
d o G o d ’s w i l l i t m e a n s c o n d e m n a t i o n .

A l l s h o u l d w a n t t o b e c o m e C h r i s t i a n s a n d r e m a i n
Christians. But if one has drifted away for one rea¬
son or another, he should return and resolve to ever
be true to the Saviour; for Peter has said: “For i t
had been better for them not to have known the way
of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to
t u r n f r o m t h e h o l y c o m m a n d m e n t d e l i v e r e d u n t o
them. But it is happened unto them according to the
true proverb. The dog is turned to h is own vomit
again; and the sow that was washed to her wallow¬
ing in the mire. ”(2 Pet. 2:21, 22).
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T H E D E A D

To be dead is to be lifeless; this term defined not
only describes the masses of people who have crossed
the great divide, but also thousands and even millions
of people who are still on this side of eternity. On this
basis it is suggested that there are at least three clas¬
ses of dead people, and they are:

1. Those who are dead to sin. Upon reaching the
age of accountability one automatically becomes
asinner. (Rom. 3:23). It is necessary then for
the soul to obey the gospel of Christ to be saved.
To do this he must die to his sins, be buried with
the Lord through baptism, and then be resur¬
rected from the watery grave to walk in newness
of life. This is in harmony with what Paul wrote
the Romans: “Know ye not, that so many of us
as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized
i n t o h i s d e a t h ? T h e r e f o r e w e a r e b u r i e d w i t h
him by baptism into death: that like as Christ
was raised up from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in newness
of life. For if we have been planted together in
the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the
likeness of his resurrection: Knowing this, that
our old man is crucified with him, that the body
of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we
should not serve s in. For he that is dead is f reed

( 7 7 )
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from sin. Now if we be dead with Christ, we
believe that we shall also live with him: Know¬
ing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth
no more ; dea th ha th no more domin ion over h im.
For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but
in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. Likewise
reckon ye also yourselves to be dead unto sin,
but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our
Lord.” (Eom. 6:3-11). For one to die to his
sins in this case, simply means that he must re¬
pent or turn away from all that is of the Devil.
Truly then when one dies with Christ it assures
h im that he wi l l l i ve wi th the Lord. A lso in¬
volved in this is the new birth. (John 3:5; 2Cor.
5 :17 ) .

2. Those who are dead spiritually. Multitudes of
people have spurned the Lord’s invitation, and
because of this, remain spiritually dead. Then
too, scores and scores of souls have accepted the
first principles of the gospel, but because of one
thing or another, have drifted back into the
world. Such people are thought of as being
those who are spiritually dead. But get this:
Whether one is dead as aresult of having not
obeyed the gospel or dead due to being led back
to the Devil’s path, it all amounts to the same as
far as those indiv iduals who are involved are
concerned; that is, if one is dead he is dead, and

unless drastic steps are taken it will spell eternal
condemnation. However, those who obey God
and then fall from grace do more damage than
those who never obey the truth, in that they will
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not only be lost but will drag others down to tor¬
ment with them. (2 Pet. 2:20-22). But Paul had
this to say to such people: “Wherefore he saith,
Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the
dead, and Christ shall give thee light.” (Eph.
6 : 1 4 ) .

3. Those who are dead physically. Regardless of
whether one is dead or alive spiritually, one day
he will have to depart from this old world, going
the way of all the flesh. Ever since Adam, man
has had to say goodbye to life by passing through
death’s door. Such is the rule then, and man
need not look for the exception. Paul has said.
And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but

after this the judgment.” (Heb. 9:27). We know
that death is coming. In away it is asad thing
to think about, but on the other hand it has its
advantages. For instance, one can prepare to
meet God, and in so doing, he no longer thinks of
death from the standpoint of what it can do, but
rather, what it will bring to pass —heaven and
all of its joys. (John 14:1-3).

Good friend, where do you stand on these matters?
Are you dead or are you alive in Christ? Remember
those who live for Christ in this world will live with
h im in the wor ld to come.

U
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P R E PA R E T O M E E T G O D

In the long ago aprophet of God said: “Prepare to
meet thy God, OIsrael.” (Amos 4:12). Although
this statement was made hundreds of years ago the
truth in it is still applicable to the present world. God
warned his people through his servant of the necessity
of preparing for the beyond. Likewise, the Lord con¬
tinues to warn us through the medium of his word of
the importance of preparing for the future. This
truth is exemplified in view of the fact that death,
judgment, and eternity will soon be upon all of us.

It is sad to know that multitudes of people believe
that they are preparing to meet God, but in reality
are doing nothing more than playing into the hands
of the Devil himself. Such is true of those who feel
that their good moral deeds will take them home to
heaven; of those who are associated with the various
religious organizations of man and have placed their
hope in such; of those who feel that since they are
members of the church all is well with their souls,
and so on. These people, and others in similar situ¬
ations, need to realize that if they are going to pre¬
pare to meet God they will have to lay down every
thing that is of man and turn to the Lord completely.

It is needful that man prepare inasmuch as he is a
sinner. Paul assures us that all have sinned. (Rom.
3:23). All who reach the age of accountability be-

( 8 0 )
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come sinners and consequently stand in need of a
saviour. (Rom, 6:8). Still another reason why man
must prepare is that those who die in their sins will
not be able to enter heaven. Hence, man must purify
himself in obedience to God and live holy before him
so that when he dies he may be able to enter that holy
city. (Rev. 22:14).

It has been said that this world is atesting ground.
Someone else has said that this life is really for the
purpose of getting ready for the life that is to come.
Hence, God is testing, trying, or proving us in this
world; he wants to see what kind of people we are.
If we pass the test, if we are found worthy of him, we
shall be saved in the world to come. However, if we
fail to prepare ourselves we will be cast out to de¬
s t r u c t i o n .

The alien sinner is to prepare through hearing
God's word, believing the Lord, repenting of his sins,
confessing his faith in Christ, and being baptized,
(Mk. 16:16, 16; Matt. 10:32; Acts 2:38). This is the
only way that he can be saved. Now if one has obeyed
the gospe l and has d r i f t ed away he mus t r e tu rn
through repenting of his sins, confessing his faults,
and asking for forgiveness. (James 6:16). If one is
in this condition he must of necessity take these steps
if he expects to live one day with the Lord. Coming
on down to the Christian, he must remain faithful to
the Lord if he expects to receive acrown of life. (Rev.
2:10). So you can see, the God of heaven has some¬
thing for each class of people to do. One cannot pre¬
pare to meet God by just sitting around on the stool
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of do nothing, but such matters demand one’s serious
attention, and moreover, his immediate action.

As stated in the beginning, all should prepare for
the future since certain things are going to take place.
To begin with, man’s death is certain. (Heb. 9:27).
After death the judgment will take place and all will
be judged according to their works, whether they be
good or bad. (2 Cor. 5:10). Finally, eternity will be
ushered in, and the Lord tells us that all will spend
eternity somewhere —in heaven or in hell. (Matt. 25:
46). In view of these solemn truths we should want
to use every minute to make ready for the things
which are certain to take place.

Christ invites all to come. (Matt. 11:28-30). Paul
Behold, now is the accepted time; behold,

(2 Cor. 6:2). The Lord
And whosoever wi l l , le t h im

e x h o r t s :

now is the day of salvation,
h a s f u r t h e r i n v i t e d :
take the water of life freely.” (Rev. 22:17). Sinner
friend, hear the Lord’s invitation and prepare to meet
God; err ing Christ ian, don’t let your pr ide and sin
send you to hell, but return to your first love that you
might prepare for the great beyond; dear Christian,
remain true to the Lord all the days of your life and
heaven one day will be your eternal home. God pleads
with man to get ready; let ’s prepare now because
heaven is worth preparing for.

U
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T H E G R E A T J U D G M E N T D A Y

There is agreat day coining; aday like no man has
ever seen before; aday of reckoning. This day will
i n vo l ve bo th t he d i v i ne and human e l emen ts . God w i l l
be on the one hand while man will be on the other;
one will be the judge and the other will be the judged.
On this day of all days the judgment will take place.
The Bible speaks of this event time and time again;
man has been warned to prepare for it and only that
day will reveal the results.

Now please observe afew facts in relation to the
judgment which is to come:

1. There will be ajudgment. The apostle Paul
says: “But why dost thou judge thy brother?
or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for
we shall all stand before the judgment seat of
Chr i s t . ” (Rom. 14 :10) . Some may doub t tha t
there wi l l be a judgment , and there are those
who publicly and intentionally denounce such a
truth, but all such people will be brought down
to their knees one day. The apostle says: “For
it is written. As Ilive, saith the Lord, every knee
shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess
to God . ” (Rom. 14 :11 ) . Yes , t he re w i l l be a
judgment whether you believe it or not.

2. All will be there. The Hebrew writer proclaims,

( 8 3 )
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“And as it is appointed unto men once to die,
but after this the judgment.” (Heb. 9:27). Since
the judgment will take place after death, and
death has been pronounced upon every man, we
know beyond ashadow of adoubt that a l l wi l l
appear on the day of judgment. All will be there
on that great day: The great and small, the rich
and poor, the educated and uneducated, the
healthy and sick, the saved and unsaved. Yes,
all the world who have lived, who are living now,
and who will live, shall be there. Not one soul
will be allowed to escape.

3. Each will be judged according to his works. We
read: “For we must all appear before the judg¬
ment seat of Christ; that every one may receive
the things done in his body, according to that he
hath done, whether it be good or bad.” (2 Cor.
5:10). All works wil l be open before the Lord;
he’ll know the hearts of all; not one thing will
be allowed to pass by unnoticed. Righteous works
wi l l be accepted, but evi l works wi l l be con¬
d e m n e d .

4. Christ will be the judge. The record reads: “Be¬
cause he hath appointed aday, in the which he
wi l l judge the wor ld in r ighteousness by that
man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath
given assurance unto all men, in that he hath
ra ised h im f rom the dead. ” (Ac ts 17 :31) . So
Christ wi l l be the judge, the r ighteous judge.
We shall have nothing to fear inasmuch as the
Lord will not be arespecter of persons, but will
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judge US according to our works. Man might not
b e a s f a i r .

5. The judgment wil l be final. Christ, in picturing
it, said: “And these shall go away into ever¬
last ing punishment: but the r ighteous into l i fe
e t e r n a l . ” ( M a t t . 2 5 : 4 6 ) . W h e n t h e j u d g m e n t
comes it will be too late to prepare. Moreover,
after man has been sentenced it will be perma¬
n e n t : B o t h t h o s e w h o a r e s a v e d a n d t h o s e w h o

are lost wil l spend eternity according to God’s
d e c r e e .

6 . A l l w i l l be rewarded . Pe te r s ta tes , “Fo r the
time is come that judgment must begin at the
house of God: and if it first begin at us, what
shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel
of God? And if the righteous scarcely be saved,
where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?
(1 Pet. 4:17, 18). Those who obey the Lord will
b e b l e s s e d w i t h a c r o w n o f l i f e b u t t h o s e w h o
refuse to obey him will be cast into the lake of
fire. There are only two classes —no place in
b e t w e e n .

The judgment is sure and eternity is certain. With
this in mind, what will you do about it? Friend, life is
too short, heaven is too wonderful, and hell is too hot
for you to take achance. Obey God now.

9 9



X X V

W H E R E W I L L Y O U S P E N D E T E R N I T Y ?

Life is short and one day before long we’ll have to
cross the chilly river of death. This is areality that
we mus t f ace soone r o r l a t e r. Someone has sa i d t ha t
death is the great equalizer for all must depart from
this world and go the way of the flesh. It matters
not whether one is rich or poor, educated or unedu¬
cated, and so on, he must die. This is atruth which
is impressed upon the heart of man every day that he
l ives. The inspi red wr i ter has affirmed, “And as i t
is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the
judgment . ” (Heb. 9 :27) .

L i fe is l i ke avapor
And soon will pass away;
Nought of works, but those of God
Will count that final day.

After this life has passed away God shall gather us
around h im for the purpose o f judg ing our works
whether they be good or bad. The apostle Paul ex¬
plained this very truth to the Corinthians in the long
ago. (2 Cor. 5:10). And way back before that, Solo¬
mon had sa id :
judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good,
or whether i t be ev i l . ” (Ecc l . 12:14) . On th is day
man will be sentenced to life, or damnation.

But af ter death and judgment , then what? We’ l l

( 8 6 )

For God shall bring every work into
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b e t h ru s t o u t i n t o a n e ve r e n d i n g e te rn i t y. I f o u t
works in the flesh were of arighteous nature we’ll be
eternally saved, but if our works were evil we’ll be
cast into the lake of fire. How wonderful i t wil l be
to be able to live with the Lord forever and forever,
but on the other hand, how terrible it would be to have
to spend eternity in adevil’s hell. In that eternal city
we’ll have access to the tree of life but hell is that
place where the evil “shall be tormented day and night
for ever and ever.” (Rev. 22:14; 20:10).

What w i l l heaven be l i ke? I t w i l l be ap lace o f
beauty and splendor. John received avision of it
but it was so glorious that he was not able to express
what he saw in words that man could understand, and
therefore was forced to compare it with those things
t h a t w e a r e f a m i l i a r w i t h — a c i t y w i t h s t r e e t s o f
gold, precious jewels, etc. God will dwell there along
with his Son and the many, many angels. Beautiful
singing will be going on at all times, praising him who
brought such to pass. Speaking of this holy city, the
man of God says: “And God sha l l w ipe away a l l
tears from their eyes; and there shal l be no more
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there
be any more pain: for the former things are passed
a w a y ,

happiness; the tree of life will ever be present, and
the righteous will dwell in the New Jerusalem.

What wil l hel l be l ike? It wil l be ahorrible place
in which to live. The Devil and all of his angels will
be there, along with all of the sinful and ungodly of
all the ages. Each soul will be tortured and tormented

(Rev. 21:4). So all will be filled with joy and9 9
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continually. It is aplace from which there will be no
way to escape; aplace of utter darkness, since the
light of the world will not be there.

Every soul must spend eternity somewhere —eith¬
er in heaven or hell. There is no middle ground to
take. Moreover, all may choose where they will spend
eternity. If one will obey the Lord’s will he may go
home one day to be with God, but if one chooses to
serve the Devi l he’ l l have to l ive wi th h im in the wor ld
to come. So it is all up to the individual, but mind
you, the Lord pleads with every soul to accept the
way of truth and the promise of eternal bliss. (Matt.
11:28-30) .

E t e r n i t y i s a h a r d w o r d t o d e fi n e . I t i s a p l a c e
without end, and because of that the human mind
cannot grasp the real meaning. We must simply think
of it as aplace which will go on for ever and ever, and
even then it is only started. With this in mind every
soul should tremble in his tracks and consider his po¬
sit ion in l i fe. Friend, l i fe is aserious business, es¬
pecially considering the vast eternity ahead. Man
c a n n o t a f f o r d t o m a k e a m i s t a k e .

Where will you spend eternity? In heaven or in
hell? If you want to go to heaven you must obey the
Lord in this life. Prepare to meet God —spend your
life preparing for that future life. Ibeseech you to
take no chances.


