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F O R E W O R D

It is easier to write an autobiography if one has lived
all his life in the same country, city, house, attended school
where his eyes first beheld daylight, and from his childhood
days has grown up with fr iends and classmates. If one
has people, places, and objects to act as sign posts during
his life, they help to keep events always fresh in his mem¬
ory. But it is quite adifferent story when one has left the
place of his bir th and immigrated to another continent,
and wandered from place to place for years. He must be¬
come so identified with the past as to be able to give a
comprehensive descr ipt ion, or p ic ture, of events which
transpired.

Each person is endowed with some quality to express,
some with more, and others with less. However, Irealize
my limitations in academic power and in use of the English
language. Therefore, Iask the reader to be charitable. I
have tried to give adescription to the best of my memory,
a n d a n h o n e s t a n d a c c u r a t e n a r r a t i o n . I t r u s t t h e r e a d e r
will read in the same spirit as it has been written. Also,
Ihope that the reader wil l have some conception of the
transformation that takes place when one embraces the
s a l v a t i o n o f C h r i s t .

Stephen D. Eckstein



I N T R O D U C T I O N

M o s t o f u s d o n o t k n o w w h a t i t m e a n s t o h a v e b e e n b o m

and brought up in aforeign country. Neither can we under¬
stand the trauma involved tn being reared in the Jewish
religion and then leaving that to become afollower of Christ.
The author of this book experienced both of these things.
The telling of his story gives us some Insight into the faith
of Stephen D. Eckstein and the challenges he met in hfe.

From Sinai to Calvary was first published in 1959 and
is presently being printed for the third time. Although it
made its appearance more than thirty years ago, the mes¬
sage is needed today, and the book is stdl In demand. Of
course brother Eckstein has already gone to meet God, but
through his writings he continues to speak and to Influence
people for Christ.

When brother Stephen Eckstein, Jr. contacted me about
the possibility of reprinting his father’s book, Iwas delighted
to be able to have part tn this good work.

If you want to read an enjoyable and informative book,
this one is for you. If you have ever wished to view Chris¬
tianity through the eyes of one brought up with the expec¬
tation of the coming Messiah, to see more vividly the
relationship between Shial and Calvary, then again this is
the book to help you understand.

Surely brother Eckstein could say with the apostle Paul:
“For Iam not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the
power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to
the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” (Romans 1:16).

J . C . C h o a t e

W i n o n a , M S

January 1, 1990
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C H A P T E R I

B E G I N N I N G S A T S A S S M A C H

Iwas born in 1893 in the small city of Sassmach, situated
on the Baltic Sea, in the Province of Kurland in the north¬
e rn pa r t o f Cza r i s t Russ ia , f o rmer l y La tv ia . I t was a
peaceful l i t t le town surrounded by rol l ing hi l ls of inde¬
scr ibab le beauty, unmatched in the whole count rys ide.
Presen t l y, the who le c i t y i s was te . The en t i re Jew ish
population was killed by the Nazis during the second world
war. It was so completely devastated that i t would take
an archaeologist to find the city. Latvia is one of the oldest
countr ies in Europe. I t has amild cl imate through about
six months of the year. It is an agricultural country. The
peasants are mostly small farmers. The tillers of soil use
pr imi t ive methods, only afew having modern machinery.
The barons, the large land owners, have dominated and
controlled them polit ically as well as economically.

The major i ty of the populat ion were Let ts; re l ig iously
Lutherans, Roman Catholics, Greek Orthodox and Jewish.

The Latvian language is one of the most ancient lan¬
guages spoken in Europe today. Lettish was spoken in their
homes, churches, schools, and on the streets. (The Jewish
people among themselves spoke “Yiddish”—a high German
d ia lec t deve loped under Hebrew and S lav ic i nfiuence .
It is spoken by Jews in Russia, central European countries
a n d t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d i s w r i t t e n i n H e b r e w c h a r a c ¬

te rs . ) German was a lso used . The mi l i t a ry personne l ,
such as the mayor, chief of police, judge, and some of the
lesser l ights, spoke Russian, the official language. They
acquired the Russian language while they were in military
service (mil i tary service was compulsory in Russia). The
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barons who lived in old, but beautiful, villas, spoke mostly
German and French, and some Engl ish. Their influence
upon the population was very noticeable, as the vast popu¬
lace was dependent upon them for their livelihood.

Young Lettish women as arule wore certain bonnet head¬
dresses indicating whether they were married. Abright
colored headdress was worn by the unmarried women. I
do no t know i f tha t cus tom s t i l l ex is ts in La tv ia .

The Jewish population in our little town was strictly
Orthodox (there was no such thing as Conservative and
Reformed Jews, as there are in this country). The Jews
lived with their Gentile neighbors in an amicable manner.
The majority of the Jews were either small merchants or
tradesmen, such as shoemakers, tailors, painters, watch¬
makers, etc. Not many r ich industr ial Jews l ived in our
t o w n .

The Lettish people and others who came from the var¬
ious parts of the great Czarist Russian Empire, were rather
religiously inclined. In the language of today, they were
very devout people. On Sundays and Sabbaths, you could
see them dressed in their flnest, going to their respective
churches for worship. Their faces beamed with joy and
expressed happiness and contentment, as they traveled on
the streets in their best attire; elderly men, and aged
women; young men and maidens; boys and girls; even lit¬
tle children. Many of the worshippers came in from the
country in tlie summer via horses and wagons (in the win¬
ter on sleds). These gatherings were duplicated on holi¬
days, such as Christmas, Easter, or on one of national
character. Rarely would anyone engage in labor on these
days, except in emergencies, such as an impending storm.
Farmers who would suffer much hardship from loss or
damage to their crops would hurriedly gather their precious
grain. Thus, the population lived in peace, harmony and
quietness.
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The community did not have any newspapers of its own,
but had to depend on the very few copies received once a
week from the large cities which served as channels for
news of current events and the happenings of the world.
Therefore, the little news which trickled into our town was
already aweek or more old. The news was eagerly awaited
and received. The speed with which it was disseminated
among the inhabitants of that l i t t le town, which was in
the interior of northern Russia, was amazing.

One day in 1903, a ter r i fy ing repor t appeared in the
newspapers headlined with box car letters of agreat “po¬
grom” (Jewish massacre) that had taken place in the city
of Kishinev, Russia, the slaughtering of innocent Jewish
men, women and children. The news spread like aprairie
fire, and caused fear and alarm to fall upon our pious, peace
loving Jewish community. The majority of the Jewish
population gathered themselves together in the synagogue
to pray (chanting psalms). I t certainly struck terror into
the hearts of the Jews everywhere. The rabbi t r ied to
calm us with the promise that God would protect us from
the wicked forces which were conspiring to destroy and ex¬
terminate us. We thought we might be next to experience
torture and death comparable to those at Kishinev. You
could see anxiety in the face of every Jew.

Within afew months, asmall town about 14 miles from
us had a“pogrom” where numbers of Jews were killed,
homes burned, stores pillaged and plundered. Obviously,
our peaceful little town was next.

At two o’clock in the morning, we were awakened as
shooting began. The shrieks and screams of men, women
and children pierced the silent night as they tried to escape
from the infuriated “Cossacks” (fierce cavalry men). I
will never forget the horrified countenances of my parents.
Some who had horses and wagons, hitched up, packed hur¬
riedly and with their families and afew more necessities
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fled into the country. Many did not escape. The morning-
rays of the rising sun arose on all the horror, crime and
cruelty of that massacre! The horrible picture of terror
wil l always remain green in my memory. Ican st i l l hear
the agonizing cries, and the moaning of the tortured and
dying. Naturally such terrors were indelibly impressed on
my childish mind, and Ilived (we all l ived) in an atmos¬
phere of constant fear of death from then on. Ithank God
that He spared me to later become aWITNESS for Jesus,
the Mo-chi-ach (Messiah), the anointed of God, to my
brethren, the Jewish people.

One incident of particular horror is engraved upon my
mind . There was ab lacksmi th who had purchased new
and modern machinery for his blacksmith shop. Everyone
marveled at the modern devices. He was agood man and
always took an interest in chi ldren by giving us candy,
f ru i t , nuts, and patt ing us on the head notwi thstanding
that we were Jewish. He treated all alike, Jew and non-
Jew. He was abachelor, aProtestant, preached on Sun¬
days, and also conducted some funerals. As adeeply re¬
ligious and very charitable man, he wielded much influence
in ou r commun i t y. One day, the v i c ious “Dragooners
(cavalry men) surrounded his humble residence, dragged
him out, tied his hands behind his back, and destroyed ev¬
erything this good man possessed. With sledge hammers
they broke up the new machinery and the furniture, and
even tore the wallpaper from the walls. Then they led him
up to the market place, which was the center of the city,
and in the presence of horrified and bewildered people, shot
him in cold blood, not even allowing him two minutes to
pray. The government accused him of the terrible crime
(supposedly committed) of repairing the bicycle of astu¬
dent who, they claimed, rode around to distribute revolu¬
tionary literature which was against Czar Nicholas’ regime.
Of course the blacksmith did not have the slightest con-
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ception that the bicycle he fixed belonged to astudent who
was not in sympathy with the tyranny and oppression of
the Czarist government.

The market place was in the center of our little town.
Once every week, the farmers and small tradesmen would
assemble and display their various wares and products,
live poultry, fish, smoked fish of various kinds, honey, but¬
ter, eggs, fruits, vegetables, etc. One of the liveliest ac¬
tivities was horse trading and horse buying.

The Gypsies, who are anoisy, boisterous and shift less
people, had monopolized this field and played aprominent
part in stimulating an otherwise dull business. In connec¬
tion with horse trading were cheating, fraud, and distor¬
tion of truth, as each side would try to fool the other. Free
consumption of vodka (a popular Russian whiskey) often
helped create bad blood, cause fights and necessitate the
judge to decide which side lied the most. As arule they
would finally make up and wait for the next time, hoping
f o r b e t t e r l u c k .

The Letts are tall, powerful men of muscular build. On
market day as arule, the needy Jewish housewives would
bake aconsiderable amount of bakery goods, such as rolls,
buns, cookies, and other delicacies made of white flour.
The rural population used only corn flour and displayed
the i r wares in f ron t o f the i r homes on tab les bedecked wi th
w h i t e l i n e n t a b l e c l o t h s , i n o r d e r t o m a k e t h e m m o r e
attractive and induce buyers to take home for their fam¬
i l ies, especia l ly thei r chi ldren. I t helped to supplement
the earnings of their husbands, and particularly those who
had ahouseful of children, large families being common¬
place.

Many Jewish housewives were eagerly looking forward
to the weekly market, as ameans to help out in the home.
My own beloved mother displayed her baked goods count¬
less times. Occasionally at the height of business, neigh-



F r o m S i n a i t o C a l v a r y6

bors often came to help, desir ing to perform a“Mitzvah”
(holy deed).

However, once ayear during summer there was ageneral
m a r k e t w h e r e f o l k s c a m e f r o m t h e s e v e r a l d i s t r i c t s o r
counties. At that time, the whole market took on adiffer¬
ent air entirely. Toward evening, when the time came to
disband and go home, the whole atmosphere became somber,
depressing and gloomy. The Jewish population would
close up earlier than usual, lock the doors and window shut¬
ters (windows were covered as aprotection), for fear of a
riot because many had become very drunk. They would
hide in attics, cellars, and sometimes go to their Gentile
neighbors. Fortunately, however, the Jewish inhabitants
usually only suffered ascare, for which they were very
thankful. On several occasions, riots had developed which
got out of hand, as it was impossible for asmall police
force to control them. They were often in sympathy with
the infuriated hooligan mob.

The late Brother Stephen A. Neederman, one of our aged
Jewish converts, related an experience while serving in
the Austro-Hungarian army in 1882 when his regiment
was called out to protect the Jewish population from mob
violence in Pressburg, alarge city. It was with much
difficulty that the regiment of cavalry men prevented a
blood-bath of the Jewish population, thanks to the fearless,
energetic action of the later Kaiser Frantz Joseph, who took
apersonal hand in defense! So every Jew gave adeep sigh
of relief, and thanked their Creator when the market was
over. They had lived through those few hours in terror
and fear, yet without harm!

As Isaid at the outset, the little town of my birth and
youth was situated in the prettiest spot in the province of
Kurland. It was located near abeautiful lake, which had
several vil las on the shore. Athick forest provided acon¬
siderable quantity of timber for firewood, bridges, houses.
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and especially ties to build railroads. Lumbering was a
t h r i v i n g i n d u s t r y w h i c h g a v e q u i t e a f e w e m p l o y m e n t .
Those who worked at the forest felling trees were usually
hired from the interior of Russia. They could speak nei¬
ther Lett ish nor German, only Russian.

Because of their occupation, many of our town merchants
were compelled to learn some Russian. It was amusing to
hear aJewish storekeeper t ry ing to sel l to h is Russian
customer and use the Russian language. The few words
which he had learned with difficulty (which he could not
pronounce anyhow) were mixed with Yiddish, German and
Lettish. As amatter of fact, neither understood the other,
but both the buyer and the seller got athrill from the dis¬
cussion, as each boasted and bragged that he spoke Russian
and Lettish. Often sales were made even though the pur¬
chase was not exactly what they wanted.

Apart from the military, the pharmacist, who attended
and graduated from aRussian academy, was the only person
who really understood Russian. Everyone who had to attend
to some official business, such as writ ing adocument or
other transactions necessitating the use of the official Rus¬
sian language, came to the pharmacist for service and
counsel. He was always will ing and ready to furnish in¬
formation as he thought it was his duty to assist his co¬
rel ig ionis ts , as wel l as those not of h is own fa i th . He
treated all alike, which should be the rule of all mankind.
He had athermometer, and when they came, relayed the
i n f o r m a t i o n t o o t h e r s . E v e n t h e e x t r e m e c o l d o f 3 2 d e ¬
grees below zero did not prevent them from going three
times aday for divine worship in the synagogue. However,
as arule they combined the vesper (5 P.M.) and evening
service (7 P.M.) by remaining after vesper for the eve¬
ning service without going home.

The pharmacist was one of the very few who subscribed
to newspapers. Because the chief of police lived above his
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pharmacy, no one dared to dispute his comments on the
various news happenings. He received added prestige and
influence to whatever he said and it was always considered
the r ight in terpretat ion.

Besides these resiionsibilit ies, the pharmacist was also
the president of the synagogue and contributed much of
his time, talent and means to the Jewish community. He
was very hospitable and would always look for astranger
or hungry person to be aguest in his home! He and his
family would consider it an honor to have aJew, particu¬
larly one who was learned in Hebrew literature, as their
guest . He h imsel f was aTalmudic scholar and had the
abil i ty to solve difficult rabbinical problems with afaci l i ty
which would set even our scho lar ly town rabb i in the
background!

The pharmacist served also as a“Chadchan” (match¬
maker) .As amatter of fact, he was the most respected
a n d s u c c e s s f u l m a t c h m a k e r i n t h e w h o l e a r e a . H e c o n ¬
sidered matchmaking most noble and vir tuous and took
upon himself the solemn obligation to see that it was car¬
r ied out with digni ty. He fel t the sacred act of match¬
making was bestowed upon him by God. Therefore, he took
much pains and patience in that matrimonial service. He
always said that marr iage was asacred inst i tut ion, and
effected many excellent matches.

There was amiddle aged man, pious, respected and well
thought of by all. He boasted that he could sing, and was
blessed with agolden voice. As amatter of fact, he did
assist the “Chazan” (cantor) to sing in the synagogue. I
w e l l r e m e m b e r h o w h e s t o o d b e f o r e t h e A r k o f t h e C o v e ¬
nant on the three high holidays and helped in singing. Al¬
though he was agood, clean, hard working man, it was de¬
batable whether he possessed agolden voice.

There was also in our town an orphan girl of exceptional
grace and beauty. At the age of 25, she was slender and
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they began to operate and cooperate was amazing, and in
ashort time the fire was brought under control. Everyone
was proud of the job done and with such efficiency.

In case there was afire on the “Shaboth” (Sabbath), the
Jew was permitted to violate the ordinance of the Holy
Sabbath restrictions, provided life was at stake. The Jew¬
ish people would strictly adhere to all the precepts and
observe to the smallest detail every rule of the holy Sab¬
bath. Every place of business was closed tight as adrum.
No labor was done, such as making fire by lighting amatch,
driving, or carrying awatch. It was not permissible to
carry ahandkerchief or even aneedle or pin in the lapel.
Iwas reared in such an environment where the precepts
and the doctrines of men were followed and obeyed with
s a c r e d n e s s .
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C H A P T E R I I

C H I L D H O O D I N A N O R T H O D O X J E W I S H H O M E

My parents were pious Orthodox Jews who steadfastly
clung to their ancient religious customs and traditions.
They were led in the footsteps of their forefathers. Every
morning my father used to sit down before the heavy
tome (folio) of the Talmud to meditate upon it.

One command from the word of God that was never min¬
imized was that of c ircumcision. I t is one of the basic
commands in Judaism. This fundamental and indispensable
rite is kept up regardless of how irreligious the parents of
amale child may be. Circumcision must be performed on
the eighth day of the boy’s birth unless the health of the
child makes postponement necessary. Where no postpone¬
ment is necessary, circumcision may and should be per¬
formed even on the Sabbath and on the Holy Days, includ¬
ing Yom-Kippur (day of atonement). Circumcision is also
called “The Covenant of Abraham.
Genesis 17:1-4, and 10-14. Beside the chair on which the
Sandek” (godfather) sits and holds the child is placed
Elijah’s Chair’’ (Kisse Shell Elijohu Hanovih).

fant lies on the right seat, near the back-piece of the chair
upon which Elijah is believed to be seated at every “Berith-
Milah” (literally. Covenant of Circumcision). The desig¬
nation is because of Elijah’s restoration of the son of the
widow to life (1 Kings 17:17-24). Elijah thus came to be
regarded as aprotector of children.

The “Sandek” holds the infant on acushion, or pillow
placed on his lap. The “Mohel” (circumciser) examines the
infant, and if the sexual organs are normal, necessitating
no postponement, proceeds to perform the rite. Circum-

I t i s c o m m a n d e d i n

T h e i n -
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c is ion is per fo rmed wi th as tee l kn i fe whet ted on both
edges, aregulation based on an interpretation of Psalms
149:6, “Let the high praises of God be in their throats and
two-edged swords in their hands.” (If achild dies before
its eighth day, it is circumcised just before it is buried, and
named Abraham.)

There was great joy and rejoicing in our home after that
no tewor thy event . Each t ime ason was born , re la t i ves
and friends gathered for the occasion, celebrated in tradi¬
tional fashion, and wished the parents “Mahzel-Tov” (good
luck, congratulat ions on the new arrival in your family).

May you see children and children’s children brought up
unto the knowledge of the holy law, unto marriage and unto
good deeds.” The rabbi of our community too was present
and paid homage to the father, by saying, “Fortunate are
you to beget ason. The Almighty God will grant him fa¬
vor. He will be acrown in this world, and in the world to
come.” Each mother, her heart experiencing unspeakable
delight, would exclaim, “From the mouth of the rabbi, into
God ’s ears . ”

From early childhood my life was molded according to
t h e J e w i s h r e l i g i o n . W h e n I w a s a v e r y s m a l l l a d m y
father carried me to the synagogue. As the “Saifer Torah
(the holy scroll containing the five books of Moses) was
carried from the reading table to be placed in the Ark,
where it was kept, my father lifted me up in order that I
m igh t k i ss i t . A l though Id id no t unders tand , I rea l i zed
that what my father was doing must be well pleasing to
God, noble and important. According to “The Ethics of
the Fathers,” afive year old chi ld should study the Old
Testament. When Ireached that age, Iremember how my
father wrapped me in h is “Thal iss” (prayer shawl) and
carr ied me into “Chaider” ^Hebrew school) ,
with face smiling because of his inward joy, greeted us,
placed his hand upon my head, and pronounced aheavenly

t l
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blessing upon me. Iknew already the Hebrew alphabet,
and could read some. Iwas seated upon ahigh stool, be-
because Iwas so l i t t le. The rabbi opened alarge “Sidur”
( the dai ly prayer book in Hebrew). Ibegan to read the
large Hebrew print, but the rabbi was not surprised, as he
knew that my father had taught me. On many occasions
the rabbi visited in our home where they engaged in godly
conversation and talked of the holy doctrine and of holy-
men. He also knew that my father was very well versed
in the majesty of the holy “Torah” (the five books of
Moses). My mother was very devoted and like my father
tried to instill into my tender young heart the sacred prin¬
ciples of Judaism. She, like Hannah, hoped that her boy
would some day dedicate himself to God. Just before the
holy Sabbath, my pious mother baked “Challeh” (loaf of
white bread, usually in braided or twisted form, expressly
baked on Friday for the Sabbath and holidays). While
making the “Challeh,” Mother separated asmall portion
of the dough from one of the Sabbath loaves, cast it aside
and pronounced the following blessing: “Blessed art thou,
0Eternal, our God! King of the universe, who hath sanc¬
tified us with his commandments, and enjoined us to sep¬
arate the dough.

With the same zest, zeal, devotion and reverence, my
mother said the following benediction, “Blessed art thou,
0Eternal! Our God, King of the universe, who hath sanc¬
tified us with thy commandments, and enjoined us to kindle
the Sabbath l ight.

It was customary for the father to pronounce abenedic¬
tion on his children upon his return from the synagogue
on Sabbath evening. The father placed his hands upon the
head of ason and said, “God make thee like Ephraim and
like Manasseh!” Placing his hands upon the head of his
daughter, he said, “God make thee like Sarah, Rebecca,
Rachel and Leah. The Eternal cause his countenance to

f f
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shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee. The Eternal
direct his countenance toward thee and grant thee peace.
So you, dear reader, will understand with what fragrance
spiritual sweetness saturated our humble home.

My parents placed tremendous importance on keeping
our modest home open for “Orchims” (guests). We were
happy when Father brought aguest home from the syna¬
gogue, especially when that guest happened to be aTal¬
m u d i c s c h o l a r . “ H a c h n o s e s O r c h i m ” ( e n t e r t a i n i n g s t r a n ¬
gers) means furnishing food and shelter. The rabbis have
declared that “Mitzveh” (good deed) is even greater than
if you were to take the “Shechino” (Divine Presence) home.
From that, one can derive the great blessing that is at¬
tached to performing such a“Mitzveh.” We divided our
meager, limited rations with that guest. One boy, astudent
whose mother had died, came to our home one day each
week to eat. Many times my mother deprived her children
in order that this boy would have sufficient food. Ithank
God for agood mother, awonderful, God fearing mother.
These attributes stemmed from her deep love for God.

There are five national fast days during the year. Father
used to fast on these days and on some others also. It was
not burdensome to him but, on the contrary, adelight. He
even wished that there were more. Two fast days were
to him of particular significance and he manifested more
enthusiasm and devotion as he observed them, if that were
possible, in view of the fact that the other fast days were
observed with great zeal and fervor. Yet he singled out
these two fast days, and observed them in ecstacy beyond
all reason and self control. The two fast days were “Tishah
B’Av” (the fast of the ninth of Av—the anniversary of
the destruction of the first and second temples, 586 B.C.
and 70 C.E. respectively) and “Yom-Kippur” (Day of
Atonement). While other national fast days commence at
dawn and last till sunset, the fast of Av, like that of “Yom-

9 9
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Kippur” begins at sunset of the previous day and is con¬
cluded in the evening of the fast day.

Tishah B’Av prevailed in the synagogue amid amournful
and quiet atmosphere. The pious Jews do not forget the
importance of that day. Some remove their shoes and put
on a foo t cove r i ng made o f some ma te r i a l o t he r t han
leather; others wi l l go stocking-footed, s i t on the floor,
boxes, or on low benches and mourn. No one is permitted
to greet another on that day. The “Poroches” (the cover
over the Ark) was removed from the Ark (the holy scrolls
are kept in the Ark) as though even the Torah (the Law
of Moses) would join in mourning, and the few lights are
low. On the evening of that fast, Jeremiah’s “Book of Lam¬
entation” is plaintively read. In the morning eulogies are
recited concerning the destruction of the temple.

Very few Jews today, who have fa i th in the Book of
books, the most remarkable document in existence, wi l l
perform any labor on “Yom Kippur” (day of Atonement).
On the afternoon of the day previous to the Atonement,
every kind of work is laid aside. Friend and foe meet, all
enmity is put away, wrongs are freely confessed and for¬
given one to another and harmony is once more restored.

Yom Kippur,” the last of the “Ten Days of Penitence,
the great and solemn day of judgment or “Yom-Hadin” is
observed on the 10th of Tishri (from sundown of the 9th
to the evening of the 10th), corresponding in 1957 to our
FYiday, September 14th, 1957 and Saturday, the 15th, Yom
Kippur. For nearly twenty-seven hours, not even asingle
drop of water is put to the lips, lest the significance of the
fast ing become nul l and void. Scores and hundreds of
pages of prayers in Hebrew are read and recited for the
forgiving and forgetting of their sins. Ivery well remem¬
ber how my pious father walked in stocking feet on these
two days, “Yom Kippur” (day of Atonement) and Tishah
B'Av (the fast of the ninth of Av). He wore his shoes on

i t i f
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the other days he fasted. It was customary that parents
bless each child before going to the synagogue on Yom
Kipper evening as follows: “May God bless you. May you
have faith in God. May He grant you agood life, and a
good understanding heart, that you choose the righteous
way of life and good deeds.”

The most amazing part of my father’s fasting w'as that
after it was all over, and he was permitted to take food,
he was in no hurry whatsoever to eat, and took his time, as
if to say, “It is too bad that the fasting period is over.”
Mother had repeatedly told him that the meal was ready,
as he was immersed in reading some holy volume, of a
certain rabbi whom he not only held in high esteem, but
almost deified. His face beamed because of the inward joy
he received from perusing the holy Hebrew literature. Not
only had arazor never been on his face, but not one older
Jew in our little town ever shaved. However, several young
Jews who were called for military service, shaved, and thus
were looked upon with scorn.

The dietary laws were str ict ly observed in our home,
yea, even to the most minute detail. My pious mother
strictly adhered to all the precepts of the Jewish religion.
We had four sets of dishes. One set of dishes was “flaishig”
for meat (permissible only at MEAT meals). The second
set of dishes was “milchig” (for MILK) permissible only
a t DAIRY mea ls . Th i rd and four th se ts , “Pa isachd ike”
(for the 8th day passover) were used for meat and milk
dishes. The first two of the above sets of dishes cannot
under any condition or circumstances be used for the Pass-
over. Iremember how Ihelped my mother unpack the
few dishes we kept completely separated and apart in the
garret so that we could use them especially for the “Pai-
sach” (Passover). After the eight days of Passover, we
wrapped each individual dish or kettle and put it back in
the garret, ready for use the following year. Strange as it
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may seem, we rarely ever mixed up the dishes, yea, even a
knife, or aspoon. And if perchance, for example, aknife
that was used for meat, by mistake was used to cut apiece
of cheese, or to spread butter, or aspoon that was used in
dairy food, by mistake was used to eat soup that had meat
in it, we took that knife or spoon, stuck it in the ground
for one hour, as that would purify and cleanse it, and then
utilized it properly. The cleansing process of purification
was beyond understanding, but they believed and prac¬
ticed it zealously in every respect, yea, conforming to these
traditions as much as humanly possible.

The meat was strictly “Kosher,
t e r e d b y a “ S h o c h e t .
the meat accord ing to s t r ic t rabbin ica l laws. The meat
was first placed in avessel of water to soak for one-half
hour. Then it was placed upon athick board about two
feet square at aseventy-five degree angle and salt was put
upon the meat in order to facilitate draining of blood. The
Jews are strictly prohibited from eating blood. The soak¬
ing and salting of the meat proves conclusively the pro¬
h i b i t i o n .

The animal was slaugh-
My beloved mother used to prepare

That rigorous rule is strictly observed,
revolting for aJew to even think of eating blood,
far worse than eating swine, from areligious view.

On Friday night when the holy Sabbath is ushered in, a
non-Jew went from house to house (there were several
such non-Jews) and turned down the flame of the lamps
or extinguished the flame. It was considered afire hazard
to let alamp with ahigh flame burn the whole night; also,
it would consume much of the precious petroleum which
was abig expense.

I t i s

I t i s

Often aGentile, who for the first time came into the syna¬
gogue to turn down or turn out the lamps on Friday night,
realized it was ahouse where God was worshipped, and
immediately removed his cap. But soon achorus of Jewish
voices would order him to put his cap back on his head.
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On one occasion, afellow became so frightened and con¬
fused, that he placed his cap upside down, the wrong way
o u t .

Everyone prayed with his cap, hat, or aaskull-cap on.
This was also true in regard to their work. Rarely would
aJew go out with his head uncovered. Even in their homes
they would wear acap or ahat all the time. It was cus¬
tomary even for children to wear their hats or caps in the
house . I t wou ld be un th inkab le to s i t down a t t he tab le t o
eat w i thout ahat , o r sku l l -cap. These and many o ther
things may look absurd to anon-Jew, but for the children
of Abraham it was as natural as breathing. It would also
be inconceivable for aJew to partake of food, such as
breakfast, dinner or supper, without FIRST washing his
hands and saying certain prayers from the Hebrew prayer
b o o k .

Suppose one would sit down to the table for ameal with¬
out first washing his hands. The mistress of the house
would not begin to debate, argue or scold him. Neither
would she engage in discussion with him, but would swiftly
remove the food from the table. That is enough, especially
when one is hungry, and has aravenous appetite. What
could be more tantalizing than that?

This only illustrates and gives aclearer, fuller picture of
what we read in the Gospel of Mark, “Now when the Phar¬
isees gathered together to him, with some of the scribes,
who had come from Jerusalem, they saw that some of his
disciples ate with hands defiled, that is, unwashed. (For
the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they wash
their hands, observing the tradition of the elders; and
when they come from the market place, they do not eat
unless they purify themselves; and there are many other
traditions which they observe, the washing of cups and
pots and vessels of bronze.) And the Pharisees and the
scribes asked, “Why do your disciples not live according
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to the tradition of the elders, but eat with hands defiled?
( M a r k 7 : 1 - 5 ) .

They believed then and now hold to the traditions, think¬
ing they merit the favor of the Holy One. Naturally, rabbis
and parents are united now more than ever in the teaching
of the children, the “traditions, the commandments of men.
Fo r examp le , agood Jew w i l l wa i t s i x hou rs be tween

Milchig” and “Flaichig”; in other words between eat ing
meat and milk. For instance, if you ate meat at dinner (12
o ’c lock) , you must wa i t s ix hours be fore you can ea t
milchig, such as cheese, butter, cream, milk, dairy products
made out of milk. It is fresh in my memory in regard to
supper. My mother had prepared ahumble, but del icious
meal consist ing of some kind of meat. Being hungry, I
would ask, “Mother, how long before we can eat supper?
Before answering, she would go and look at our old but very
dependable clock on the wall with its large hands, and then
tell me how long Iwould have to wait. To plead, to beg,
to cry never entered our minds, and we went back out to
play until the time when the full six hours was fulfilled.
T h e m o t h e r a s a r u l e i s e n t r u s t e d w i t h e x e c u t i o n o f t h e s e
traditions in the home and naturally can fulfill them more
efficiently, especially with her children.

On entering our home, or any Jewish home, one would
notice asmall receptacle, “Mezuzah” ( l i teral ly door-post),
made of wood or metal, fastened to the door-post. This
object conta ined apiece of parchment upon which was
handwr i t ten the words f rom Deute ronomy: “Hear, 0 Is¬
rael: The Lord our God is one Lord; and you shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with al l your might. And these words which I
command you this day shall be upon your heart; and you
shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk
of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk
by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.

f y
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And you shall bind them as asign upon your hand, and
they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. And you shall
write them on the doorposts of your house and on your
gates” (Deut. 6:4-9; 11:13-21). The name “SHADDAI”
(A lm igh ty ) was wr i t ten on the case . Trad i t i ona l l y, the
“MEZUZAH” was placed on the door-post of the house and
on the door-post of every room in which the family resided.
This excluded storerooms, cellars, the bath, and any con¬
nected bui lding for animals. The house of worship was
exc luded a lso . P ious Jews who en te red and le f t the house ,
put their fingers on the word “SHADDAI” on the “MEZU¬
ZAH” and then kissed their fingers. My pious father made
sure that the “MEZUZAH” s tayed secure ly in i ts p lace
on every doorpost. If the “MEZUZAH” became loose in its
place, he carefully adjusted it to the exact spot on the door¬
post to which it had been originally affixed. AJew is for¬
bidden to tarry in ahouse overnight if there is no “ME¬
Z U Z A H .

Abuse and misuse of the “MEZUZAH” were strictly pro¬
h i b i t e d . T h e s e r a b b i n i c t r a d i t i o n s a r e s t i l l b e l i e v e d a n d
taught. Even unti l my conversion, Icontinued to practice
this t radi t ion; for such observance was the doing of a
Mitzveh” (holy deed). Of course, these things are all

man made and God had nothing to do with these human
t r a d i t i o n s a n d i n v e n t i o n s !

f f
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C H A P T E R I I I

S T R I C T R A B B I N I C A L S C H O O L I N G , B A R - M I T Z VA H

Near our town was avery beau t i fu l l ake . The wate r
was blue and crystal clear and the various species of fish
were c lear ly v is ib le . I t was about aha l f mi le f rom the
market place, which was situated in the middle of the town.
Notwithstanding that there was an abundant variety of fish,
very little fishing was done by pole and line. However, in
the winter time, fishermen cut alarge hole in the thick ice,
cast in large nets, pulled out the net full of fish with ateam
of horses, and sold them to the highest bidder.

I t was customary fo r the rabb i ( teacher ) and pup i ls
(boys 7-13 years old only) to go bathing in the lake twice
aweek during the summer. It was done more for recrea¬
tion than for the importance of cleanliness. Each carried
awhite sheet securely under his arm instead of atowel.
With the exception of the Sabbath and high holidays, we
studied twelve to th i r teen hours dai ly, wi th a l i t t le p lay
during the afternoon. It was very different from the school
hours in this country. Hence we all looked forward to that
s u m m e r s e s s i o n .

This occasion was often accompanied by incidents of
various sorts. One day coming back from bathing, Ino¬
t iced ash iny ob ject on the path . At the firs t g lance, I
thought it was asilver coin and naturally picked it up,
looked at it, then placed it in my pocket. Aclassmate who
did not like me too well, because Iwould not assist him in
his studies, held it as agrudge against me and looked for
an occasion to get even. Having seen me pick up some¬
thing, he demanded that Igive him half, evidently thinking
it was acoin (a 20 cent piece, Russian money). Since he
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was much larger and physically stronger than I, and for
fear he might exercise his athletic powers over me, Itook
the object out of my pocket and showed him that it w'as
not money, but rather asilver cross. Ithought Icould go
to the watchmaker, as he w-as also ajeweler, and sell that
silver cross easily for half aruble (about 25 cents in Amer¬
ican money). Immediate ly, he went and to ld the rabbi ,
who always went along with us, that Ihad found something
that was unlawful to even touch, let alone carry or have
in my possession. The rabbi came over to me and asked
me in astem, sharp voice to unhesitatingly show him what
Ihad found and p laced in my pocke t . I took the s i l ve r
cross out of my pocket and held it in my hand. He paled
and fell into such aterrible rage that his long gray beard
quivered. Immediately, he grabbed me and sank his teeth
in my arm, and yelled with aloud voice, “Throw that abom¬
ination into the corn field, throw that abomination into that
corn field!” (There were fields of com on each side of the
road that led to the lake.) (It is strictly prohibited to bow
before anything that even alludes to idolatry, such as a
graven image,” statue or cross. According to the “Mid¬

rash”—expos i t ion o f the Hebrew scr ip tu res—the rabb is
s a i d w h e n o n e h a s a t h o r n i n h i s f o o t , h e i s f o r b i d d e n t o
stoop down to extricate the thorn in front of across, for
fear that it might be interpreted that he bowed down be¬
fore an idol. This is binding upon both male and female—
it is based on Exodus 20:5. ) Natura l ly, Icompl ied wi th
his demand at once and threw the s i lver cross into the corn
field. Then the rabbi started to chant apassage of scrip¬
ture from Deuteronomy and the whole group of boys joined
with him in chanting: “Neither shalt thou bring an abom¬
ination into this house, lest thou be acursed thing like it,
but thou shalt utterly detest it, and thou shalt utterly ab¬
hor i t for i t is acursed thing” (Deut. 7:26).

By that act he only planted in my young heart and mind

( <



F r o m S i n a i t o C a l v a r y 2 3

hate and disgust for such action. It only created contempt!
Many of the Gentiles wore crosses as ornaments. It was
very common to see them and one had probably lost his.
Sometimes life is stranger than fiction.

Living near athick forest, we boys and girls used to go
into the heavy wooded areas to pick blueberries. Each one
had to look to find the places where the berries grew. Al¬
though they were plentiful, they were scattered out and
not so easily found. On one occasion we kept spreading out
until Isuddenly realized that Ihad wandered away from
the others and was lost. Icould neither see nor hear them.
It was avery hot and humid day, and after several hours
Ibecame very thirsty. Iwas famishing and the farther I
walked the more weary and bewildered Ibecame. The
summer days are very long with hardly any real night.
In June, sunset was a t 9P.M. and sunr ise a t 2A.M. I
became so fatigued Isat down to rest, realizing that even¬
tually the others would begin looking for me. The thirst
began to bother me considerably, and Iwished Ihad some¬
thing to drink. Icould not find berries from which Icould
squeeze juice and quench my thirst. Suddenly in the dis¬
tance, Ihappened to see asmall creek. At first Ithought
it was only amirage, but the closer Iwalked and the nearer
Icame, Isaw i t was rea l .

My heart was filled with joy as by that time my throat
was so dry that Icould hardly whisper, let alone talk. Now,
Ithought, Iwill quench my thirst with that pure, cold,
refreshing water. But alas, as Icame to that stream, my
eyes focused upon an object that struck my heart with
terror. To my amazement, opposite me on the other side
of the creek was alarge wooden cross. With great vivid¬
ness Irecalled the incident of the silver cross which Ihad
found. How could Ias aJew, only ashort time ago pun¬
ished by my rabbi for picking up across, now bow to drink
from astream where there is across? Ibegan to debate.
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Sha l l I o r sha l l I no t bend down , and d r i nk f rom tha t
water to quench my thirst?” Ireasoned, “I may not im¬
mediately be found and there is apossibility Imay fall into
unconsciousness for lack of water, and by drinking the
water, it would sustain and refresh me, and perhaps keep
me alive for several days if necessary. In the meantime, I
may find some berries.” Finally, Isummoned enough cour¬
age and fortitude to drink, thinking that God who is most
merciful, will not punish me, aJewish boy who is famishing,
for drinking from astream of water because awooden cross
w a s i n f r o n t o f m e .

Ibowed down and drank from that refreshing water and
quenched my thirst. Soon afterward, Iheard in the far
distance voices calling, as Iwas not the only one that be¬
came separated from the group, and soon we were all to¬
gether again. Frankly, Iwanted to relate what had hap¬
pened to me, and how Idrank water from that small creek
where there was alarge wooden cross, but fear held me
back. It came into my mind, Imight be deprived or ex¬
cluded from being selected with the other group of boys
t o g o t o a h o m e w h e r e a d e a t h o c c u r r e d .

When aJew died, the rabbi (our teacher) was immedi¬
ately notified and as arule he selected boys from the poorer
class (no girls) and sent them to the home of the deceased
to pray. Somet imes we arr ived at the home where the
body was still in bed. The “Chevroh-Kadisho” (the holy
association), Jews who were to help prepare the dead for
burial according to the strict Jewish precepts, would take
the body out from the bed, put it on the fioor, and place a
large, thin blanket over it. It had the inscription in large
Hebrew letters, “Righteousness shall go before him, and
shall set us in the way of his steps” (Ps. 85:13).

They then would take candle holders (few homes had
many so they would borrow from neighbors) and put candles
in them, place around the body, and light them. Accord-

i t
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ing to the “Midrash,” “The spirit of man is the candle of the
Lord” (Prov. 20:27). Rabbinical commentary treating
Proverbs 20:27, says, “Therefore has the soul pleasure from
the l i gh t i ng o f l i gh t . ” Hence , when ape rson i s dy ing ,
candles are lit, so the soul will not be sorrowful as it leaves
the body. Then we boys were given books of psalms and
began to chant from the beginning, sometimes chanting
through the entire book. While chanting, we rarely looked
into the psalm book. The majority of the boys had learned
the psalms pretty well by memory from early childhood.
After chanting, as arule, one of the relatives of the de¬
ceased, according to their financial ability, gave each boy
some money. Thus we received for the “Mitzveh” (holy
deed) asmall coin which helped us as needy students.

As our town did not have amortuary, the preparation for
the burial rites was made in the homes of the deceased by
the men of the “Chevroh Kadisho” (holy association).
While carrying the body to the cemetery, we boys used to
march before the funeral procession, holding in our hands
the open Hebrew psalm books and repeatedly chanting
aloud, “Tzedeck lefonov yehalich vejoseim lederech ponov
(Ps. 85:13). After leaving the cemetery, it was unlawful
to look back. According to the Jewish tradition, the angel
(named Dumoh) appears at the grave and asks the name
of the deceased, and takes his soul and carries it into
heaven. The name of the angel, Dumoh, may be alluded
from Psalms 94:17, where it says in the Hebrew “Dumoh-
Nafshi” (My soul had soon dwelt in silence).

Since the cross incident, my classmate, who had informed
the rabbi (my teacher), became more and more unfriendly
toward me and his animosity increased from day to day.
He would greatly exaggerate the slightest thing and im¬
mediately not i fy the rabbi.

i f

In our little town, as in any other small town, there was
a n “ A i r e v . 9 9

An “Airev” in plain language consists of a



F r o m S i n a i t o C a l v a r y2 6

wire strung between two poles outside the city limits. That
would connect (figuratively speaking) the city, making it
one big household. Therefore aJew was permitted to carry a
watch, handkerchief, prayer book, etc., on the Sabbath with¬
out violating the holy Sabbath ordinances. But somehow
the wire broke or became unfastened, and according to the
tradition, the “Airev” became void, invalidated, and viola¬
tion would thus desecrate the holy Sabbath! Since Idid
not know of agreat calamity that had befallen our town,
Icarried abig red and blue handkerchief in my pocket.
Immediately my classmate, “Musar” (informer), told our
rabbi. As my rabbi would understand that Icarried a
handkerchief in my pocket unwittingly, Ifully realized
that Iwould receive only asharp reprimand, and not be
excommunicated. Although Iwas aboy, nevertheless I
fully realized and comprehended the great significance of
the holy Sabbath, and the multiplicity of TRADITIONS and
r a m i fi c a t i o n s t h e r e o f .

The following example is cited to illustrate the powerful
influence the rabbis wielded upon the Jews. There were
two schools of thought which flourished about the time of
Christ’s first advent. They were those of Hillel and Sham-
mai. Each school represented adifferent thought concern¬
ing certain interpretations on some theological problems.
Avery heated debate (as if it were aquestion of life and
death) raged as to whether it was permissible to eat an
egg laid on the Sabbath day. As aresult of this debate, an
ent i re t rac t was wr i t ten ca l led “Betzah” (egg) .
Hillel, that eminent scholar, claimed that the egg was not
to be eaten, while that learned Rabbi Shammai claimed
that the egg could be eaten. These two great giants were
greatly honored, revered and respected by their co-religion¬
ists. Finally, a“Bass-Koul” (a voice from heaven) came,
and made known the decision: Both of the opinions are
the words of God, but the rule of Rabbi Hillel should be

R a b b i
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Thus one can conceive of the entanglement,f o l l o w e d ,

fences, maxims, and dogmas of the rabbis. As adrop of
water is to Lake Michigan, so is this one tradition to the
Talmud which has been termed, and rightly so, “a literary

f fw i l d e r n e s s .
Ihad an aunt who was awidow. In the fall she would se¬

cure geese and fatten them. Before the Passover she would
have them ki l led and then sel l for cur ing. Everyone in
our community knew very well the process of curing meats.
Great quantities of meats were consumed by the Jewish
people. Naturally, the geese were killed by a“Sochet” (one
who slaughters animals in accordance with the Jewish re¬
ligious rituals). She cleaned and prepared the geese ac¬
cording to the strict Jewish religious laws. It was quite a
task, because the Jews are not permitted to scald in hot
or boiling water in order to facilitate the removing of the
feathers. They had to pluck the feathers dry, then singe
the goose over afire, and pick out here and there some deep
roots of the feathers. Such was the tedious, tiresome job,
in order to make them “Kosher” (conforming with Jewish
dietary laws) . As my aunt (she was my favor i te aunt)
was very good and kind to me, Iwas always willing and
ready to help out in various ways. At times Iused to go
on errands for her; at other times bring in wood for the big
brick oven. It was large enough for agood sized man to
c r a w l i n t o !

When the time came for her to have the geese killed, as
arule some of the neighbors assisted. Although five geese
were agood day’s work, the financial remuneration helped
greatly in caring for afamily of seven children. She was
devoted, tender and sweet to her precious children, truly a
God fearing and pious mother.

While preparing the five geese, suddenly atumult arose,
then asilent hush fell upon my aunt and the neighbors who
came to lend ahelping hand. What had happened to cause
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a l l th is? Almost unbel ievably, arusty needle was found
in agizzard whi le c leaning the entra i ls . In such acase,
the rabbi (not the teacher, but the rabbi of our community),
played avery prominent role, as we shall soon see. Imme¬
diately my aunt called and asked me if Iwould be so kind
as to bring abowl. She placed the gizzard and the rusty
n e e d l e a s s h e f o u n d i t i n t h e b o w l a n d t o l d m e t o t a k e t h e m
to the rabb i i n o rde r t o de te rm ine whe the r i t was “Koshe r ”
or “Traif” (NOT KOSHER ... an unclean, forbidden food
under Jewish dietary law). The rabbi alone had the au¬
thor i ty to render adecis ion.

Itook the bowl with that gizzard and rusty needle to the
rabbi, who happened to be in the synagogue immersed over
the tome of a“Gemara” (The commentary of the Talmud).
After carefully examining the gizzard, he went to the book
shelves and looked into one volume, then into another,
then fel l into deep meditat ion. Realizing what the r i tual
problem involved, he gave his solemn pronouncement. The
fowl (the goose in whose gizzard the rusty needle was
found) was “Tra i f . ” Af ter h is dec is ion was pronounced,
no Jew wanted to disobey and eat that which the rabbi had
said was “Traif.” According to the Talmud, the word of
the rabbi is equal to the word of God.

Natural ly, i f “Traif,” my aunt would not think of using
it for herself. The fact that she took the pains to inquire
proves conclusively that she had faith, and was willing to
abide unhesitatingly and uncompromisingly by the rabbi’s
d e c i s i o n .

Icame back with the sad news hesitat ingly, for Iknow
full well the loss of money would hamper the purchase of
enough things to prepare for the eight days of Passover
Festival, to buy “Matzos” (unleavened bread), wine, meat,
shoes, etc. Our landlord, apious man and alover of sacred
literature, met me as Icrossed the threshold of the room
as he too was interested in the outcome, and asked me the
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r a b b i ’ s d e c i s i o n . I a n s w e r e d t h a t t h e r a b b i s a i d i t w a s
' ‘ Tr a i f . ” A s I t u r n e d a r o u n d t o t e l l m y a u n t , w h o h a d
heard already, our landlord said, “If she will not have five
geese, then she will have four geese. It is not such acalam¬
i ty. ” But ins tead of answer ing my land lord, she pa led,
speechless. Suddenly, choking back her tears, she ex¬
claimed, “Woe is me, woe is me.” Why? She had mixed
the five geese and did not know which one was unclean. In
that case, naturally all five geese were “Traif.” (Yes, they
could sell them to non-Jews, for much less and considerable
loss.) That unreasonable and senseless pronouncement
m a d e a p r o f o u n d i m p r e s s i o n u p o n m e . I w a s t e r r i b l y
grieved that such hardship was inflicted upon awidow who
was honestly with dignity endeavoring to earn bread for
h e r c h i l d r e n a n d h e r s e l f .

Such grievous, unbearable things took place almost daily
in the Jewish community and in one way or another made
me hope for at ime when Icould throw off “ the yoke of
bondage,” the commandments and doctr ines of men. As
mil i tary service was compulsory in Russia, I thought that
i t would be the ideal opportunity, notwithstanding that I
did not l ike the Czarist regime. Iheld utter contempt for
the i r savagery and bruta l i ty wi th which they ru led and
oppressed their subjects. However, it was to come in an¬
other manner years later.

My father was ascribe (sopher) who wrote the parch¬
ment scrolls containing Moses and the prophets. One day
when Iwas alittle fellow, Icame to the shop where my
father was working and noticed that he was immersed in
deep thought. Ispoke to him, but he did not answer. I
knew that something very heavy was upon his mind as I
heard him saying the words after he had written them. I
asked, “Father, why did you not answer me?” He said,
Iam trying to complete the first chapter of Genesis.

Then Isaid, “When Ispoke to you at other times you an-

i 4
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swered me. Why not now ?” He answered, “My dear child,
when Iam writing scripture in which the name of God is
ment ioned, my at tent ion must not be d iver ted. Even i f
the king of Israel should greet me, Iam forbidden to reply.
(After writ ing in the “Saifer Torah”—the Law of Moses-
the scribe must say aloud the words after he has written
them.) In the first chapter of the book of Genesis, the
word ELOHIM (which means the plurality of God) is found
30 t imes. (ELOHIM, which is auniplural noun, is formed
from the word EL (GOD). Thus God the Father, God the
Son, and God the Holy Spirit, are latent in Elohim.) Isaw
many bottles of ink, and asked Father about them. He sol¬
emnly said, “Son, when Icome to write the word, God, I
change ink and pen because it is so holy, sacred, and di¬
vine.” Then he further tried to infuse into my heart and
mind the majesty of God by quoting the fiery prophet Isa¬
iah ’s v i s ion : “ In the year tha t K ing Uzz iah d ied I saw
also the Lord sitting upon athrone, high and lifted up and
the twain fi l led the temple. Above i t s tood the SERA¬
PHIMS each one had six wings, with twain he covered his
face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain
did he fly. And one cried (or sang) one to another HOLY,
HOLY, HOLY.” He said the word SERAPHIM comes from
the root “SOROF” (to bum, fierce fire). He said, “Imagine,
that angelic beings who are attending upon the divine
majesty, they being composed of fire, when standing in the
presence of God, that even one composed of fire had to
cover his face.” The holiness of God is so glorious and
great that it staggers the human imagination. And what
would be the appropriate words to say? “KODOUSH, KO-
DOUSH, KODOUSH” (HOLY, HOLY, HOLY) as other
words would not be fitting when even angels or whatever
celestial creatures they were) who were composed of fire,
when they stood before God Almighty had to cover their
faces. How much more should His ho l iness mean to us mor-

9 9
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tals! And even that descript ion of the prophet Isaiah is
very tame, as words are inadequate to describe the holiness
of God. Isaiah used these expressions faintly to explain
the holiness of God, as he could not find any better thing
than FIRE “Sera Phims” ( l i teral ly means “fire, burners”).

Although Iwas young, Iwas brought to realize why he
did not stop while he was penning with painstaking care
the parchment scroll and the name of God. This experience
made aprofound impression upon me. He grappled for
words to express his inner thoughts, feeling and the great
responsibility it involved. Yes, indeed, it was chiseled
upon my heart and mind, and from that time Iwas more
careful not to disturb my father when he was writing the
“Saifer-Torah” (the five books of Moses).

Once as asmall boy Iwent along with my aged grand¬
father to the country. He was apeddler, and went to the
country in order to sell his wares to the farmers. He left
rather early in the morning (immediately after morning
service) and as arule returned in the evening, in time to
attend vesper and evening services in the synagogue. The
days in the summer are very long. Every grown male over
12 years of age had to have a“passport” (a document per¬
mitting free and unmolested travel, exit, entry, etc.) and
had to carry it on his person at all times. No one would
think of venturing out without his “passport,” for fear he
might be stopped and asked to show it. The punishment
was very severe for those who had no passport.

As my grandfather and Iwere turning from the main
highway into aside road leading to afarm house, we saw
in the distance three cavalry men r iding toward us. By
the time we came to the farm house, they caught up with
us. One, asergeant, dismounted from his horse, came up
to my grandfather and demanded that he show his “pass¬
por t . ” My grandfather kept i t in h is inner vest pocket ,
but being old was frightened and not fast enough to unbut-
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ton h is vest . Therefore, the sergeant took h is revolver
from his holster and with the gun barrel ripped every but¬
ton from the vest, scattering the buttons in every direction,
tore his undershirt and made agash on his chest, while
t h e o t h e r t w o r e m a i n e d m o u n t e d o n t h e i r h o r s e s . W h e n I
saw this, Ibegan to cry. One ol the horsemen took his cav¬
alry sword, but luckily for me did not remove the blade
from the scabbard, o therwise Iwould not have l ived to
tell the story. He swung at me, but at that instant Iducked,
and the blow landed upon my shoulder, knocking me down,
and Ifell to the ground crying. Had he struck me on the
head , he cou ld have k i l l ed me .

After seeing that the passport of my grandfather was
in good order, they helped themselves to some items such
as combs, bars of perfumed soap, small looking glasses, etc.
Seeing the suffering and humiliation of adefenseless old
man and a9year old boy, they laughed heartily at the
e n t e r t a i n m e n t .

The sergeant mounted his horse and with the two others
rode off amidst laughter. At once, we both thanked God
for sparing our lives from these brutes and savages and
said several different chapters of Psalms from memory.
My grandfather knew the whole book of Psalms by heart.

After that ordeal and being delayed cortsiderably, my
aged grandfather inquired of the farmer what time it was.
He wanted to hurry home because he did not want to miss
espec ia l ly the “Mincho” (second prayer) serv ice in the
s y n a g o g u e .

According to the doctors of the Talmud, Rabbi Yehoshua
stated that from the three daily prayers aJew must pray,
the “Schachar i s ” (morn ing) ,

Maar i v ” (even ing ) p raye r,
prayer is the most beloved by the “Hakadesh Baruch Hu”
(the Holy One, Blessed be He). It is further thought that
aJew should not fa i l to pray “Mincho” and should pray

( ( M incho” (a f te rnoon) , and
T h e “ M i n c h o ” ( a f t e r n o o n )

( t



F r o m S i n a i t o C a l v a r y 3 3

with more zeal and devotion, because Elijah the prophet
received answer to the prayer he offered at the time of

M i n c h o .

It was customary for parents to send their boys away
to learn atrade which was very vital. To pursue rabbinic
s tud ies w i thout acqu i r ing a t rade such as ta i lo r, shoe¬
maker, watchmaker, etc., was to equip oneself for life in
an incomplete manner. There is aprecept in the “Ethics
of the Fathers,” “Im aim kemach, aim Torah, im aim Torah,
aim kemach” (If there is no bread, there can be no study
of the Law, and if there be no Law, there will be no bread).
That was more or less prevalent among the poorer and
m i d d l e c l a s s .

Since my father had died while Iwas just alad, the sit¬
uation at our home became critical and my dear mother was
confronted with the fundamental problem of life, providing
for the ch i ldren. Hence the fami ly suffered much want
and privation. Truly, my mother had aterrible struggle.

AJewish neighbor of ours whose business was buying
furs, such as fox, otter, etc., sought the best market. When
he accumulated agoodly lot, justifying him to make atrip
to another city, he would go about 100 miles from our lit¬
t le town. Horse and wagon (a sled in the winter) were
the conveyances used to travel this rather long distance.
On the muddy roads, it took nearly ten days to make the
journey. Upon arrival, he sold the furs for ahigher price
than he could possibly have received in our town. The same
was true with other traders who dealt in flax, wax, etc.

My mother asked our neighbor while he was in the other
town to kindly inquire if there was any place where Icould
learn atrade. By his investigation, he would earn a“Mitz-
veh” (good deed).

When he came back from that city, he told my mother
that he had found aplace in afine Jewish family where
Icould learn watchmaking. Hearing that, my mother was

f 9
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overwhelmed with joy, and thrilled at the wonderful oppor¬
tunity for her boy to learn the fine trade of watchmaking.
Iwould also have the opportunity to attend the “Talmud
Torah” (Hebrew school), where Iwould get further in¬
s t r u c t i o n i n H e b r e w s a c r e d l i t e r a t u r e .

Mother and Iwere making ready for that long journey.
My uncle, who was awonderful, God fearing man, always
eager and anxious to perform anoble and righteous act,
told my mother that he would be happy indeed to take us
to the town. Upon arrival, we all immediately went to the
home of the Jewish family and were graciously received.
Arrangements were made that Iremain there four years
as an apprentice. Icould receive board and room, and
some clothes too. After having learned that trade, Iwould
always have something to fall back upon, as watchmakers
are constantly in demand.

The transaction was very satisfactory to both of us. The
lady of the house told her husband to show me to the room
and that Icould take up the little wooden box containing
my belongings. It was in the garret on the second floor
where Ihad to climb asmall narrow stair and go through
a d a r k h a l l w a y.

In my room was alittle lamp, achair and abed. Al¬
though it was clean, it was also very small, but Ifelt still
smaller than my eleven years. Arrangement was made, we
talked about various things, and as it was getting rather
late, everyone was tired and ready to retire. The lady
said that Ihad better go up to my room, as Iwould have
to get up early to carry in water from the cistern, which
w a s a l m o s t a b l o c k f r o m t h e i r h o u s e .

As soon as my good mother heard it, she instinctively
remarked, “Mrs. Zimmerman, Iwill go with him as it is
so dark and strange, and he is so young.” She demon¬
strated atrue mother’s love and concern which is constant
and consistent. Without any hesitation, Mrs. Zimmerman
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replied, “Frau (Mrs.) Eckstein, who wil l go with him to¬
morrow n ight?” Therefore, Iwent up by mysel f , ho ld ing
back my tears.

It is important for us to examine the motive of the lady.
It was not meanness on her part, not at all, but rather the
outgrowth of the reality of l i fe, the unfolding of ageless
truths. Life is hard, but we must not permit its mysteries
to embitter or to discourage us. Evidently, all such things
are in the program of life. We must press on!

Icame there in the fal l . Af ter four months, something
happened that nearly left me without hands. The winters
were extremely cold. For weeks the thermometer stayed
at between 25 and 30 degrees below zero. The cistern from
which Ihad to carry water in wooden buckets was nearly a
b l o c k f r o m t h e h o u s e . A d o z e n o r m o r e f a m i l i e s c a m e a n d
drew water with the wooden bucket from that 30 foot deep
cistern. The cistern was covered by ashed in order to bar
animals and keep i t f rom freezing sol id. When Icarr ied
the water, my hands nearly froze because Ihad no gloves.
As aresult, my skin cracked open, bled and became so swol¬
len, Icould hardly close my hands. Seeing my condition,
the lady put some goose grease on my hands thinking it
would have aheal ing effect. However, the goose grease
had salt in it and caused so much pain that the agony al¬
most drove me mad. Since my hands were not getting
any better and Icould not work anyhow, the watchmaker
feared that Iwould lose my hands and thought Ihad bet¬
t e r g o h o m e .

Fortunately, aJewish merchant from our town who came
on business, attended morning service in the synagogue,
and inquired about me, in order to take agreeting to my
mother. Hearing the bad news, he told the watchmaker
that he would be glad to take me along as he was returning
home after service. Naturally, Ijumped at the oppor¬
tunity, as Idid not know how Icould get back home. The
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responsibility of keeping me around when Imight lose my
hands was more than they wanted, they being responsible
indirectly. When Iarrived home, my good mother and my
relatives were horrified. Here is where our good old friend
the pharmac is t came in to the l ime l igh t aga in . Thanks
to his skill and tireless efforts, he was able to prevent the
infection from spreading, and after several weeks my hands
were completely healed. Needless to say, Idid not go back
to the city and resume my old job.

When Ireached the age of thirteen, Ibecame “Bar Mitz-
vah” ( l i teral ly, Son of the Commandment). I t also refers

. to confirmat ion, assuming respons ib i l i t y in re l ig ious mat¬
te rs . Accord ing to the “E th ics o f the Fa thers , ” (When
aboy reaches the age of 13 years, he is to observe the SIX
HUNDRED AND THIRTEEN PRECEPTS) . Ce r ta i n p re¬
rogatives such as wearing of “Tfill in” (Phylacteries) were
deferred to the t ime of his “Bar-Mitzvah” (confirmation).
According to the custom, the father goes with the boy to
the synagogue for the Sabbath morning service and recites
the “Boruch Shepotrani” (benedict ion). Here is what the
father says: “Blessed be he who has freed me from being
responsible for this young man’s (sin) conduct.” In other
words, the father of the boy thanks God for removing from
him further responsibi l i ty for the sins of his son. From
now on, the boy himself is responsible for the “Mitzvehs”
(good deeds) and “Avairohs” (evil deeds).

Since my father had died, my uncle went with me to the
synagogue, took the place of my beloved father and recited
the above benediction. However, amonth before my “Bar-
Mitzvah” Iwas instructed by my rabbi ( teacher) in “ lay¬
ing TFILLIN” or putting on the phylacteries. The phylac¬
teries are composed of two parts. One part is for the arm.
the other for the head. The phylacteries are small leather
boxes, or cases, which contain four sections from the “To¬
rah” (Pentateuch section of the Bible), written on parch-
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ment. The four sections of the Torah are Deut. 6:4-9, Deut.
11 : 1 3 - 2 1 , E x . 1 3 : 1 - 1 0 , E x . 1 3 : 11 - 1 6 , a t t a c h e d t o t h e s e
leather straps. The phylacteries are put on the left arm
and on the head, only at the morning service, with the ex¬
cept ion of the Sabbath and the five pr incipal fest ivals.
They are worn also at the afternoon service on the 9th day
of “Av.” The phylacter ies are put on the lef t arm over
against the heart. It is wound seven times around the arm,
and three times around the middle finger, and the following
is said: “Blessed art thou, 0Lord! King of the universe,
who hast sanctified us with thy commandments, and did
c o m m a n d u s t o w e a r t h e ‘ T fi l l i n ’ ( p h y l a c t e r i e s ) . ” T h e
other box is placed between the eyes on the forehead, and
two leather straps fall on, or over, the shoulders. The fol¬
lowing is said: “Blessed art thou, 0Lord! Our God, King
of the universe who hast sanctified us with thy command¬
ments, and did commend us respecting the precepts of
‘Tfill in’.” The word phylacteries is derived from the verb
Phylatto, to guard, to protect. Orthodox Jews conform to
the literal interpretation of the words of Deuteronomy 6:8,
“And thou shalt bind them for asign upon thy hand and
they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes.” The Jews
as arule interpret i t to mean, put your head, heart and
hand at the service of Almighty God, and what we think
and feel ought to be hallowed by the love of God and pro¬
found gratitude for his loving kindness!

After “Bar Mitzvah” (confirmation) Ibecame areal Jew,
assuming responsibilities in religious matters. One may
ask, “Were you not aJew before?” Iwas, and Iwas not.
Iwas aJew in the sense Iwas born of Jewish parents, but
Iwas not permitted to be counted in a“Minyan. Apublic
Jewish service is never begun unless the quorum fixed by
tradition is present. This quorum is called a“Minyan
and consists of ten men. These males must be above the
age of THIRTEEN YEARS. According to rabbinical law.
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less than ten men is never considered acongregation suffi¬
ciently large for public devotion. (I’m just thinking, such
are the teachings, the doctr ines, and commandments of
men. How different are the teachings of the Savior when
he declared “Where two, or three”—the smallest possible
number that can be called EKKLESIA—church, “are gath¬
ered t oge the r i n my name the re am I i n t he m ids t o f
them.”) Ifelt so big, proud, and puffed up. One time, I
watched and saw NINE men enter the synagogue. The

Shames” (sexton) came out from the synagogue and
looked up for stars (they cannot pray without stars in the
heavens). He was looking for the tenth man to come in
when Iwalked up so very big, put out my chest, and began
to walk as if Iwas walking by. The sexton said, “Were
you not Bar Mi tzvah las t week?” I rep l ied, “Yes. ” Then
he said, “You are the very one we need, as we are delayed
on account of being one short of composing a‘Minyan’.”
Every Jewish boy looks forward to the age when he can
be counted in a“Minyan.” When a“Minyan” assembled
themselves for divine worship service, the “Schechino”
(Divine Presence) came into their midst. Of course, Iknew
the importance and immediately went into the synagogue.
It brought joy to my heart.

i t
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C H A P T E R I V

S T R A N G E E X P E R I E N C E S I N A N E W L A N D

Iwanted to go to America s ince Ihad heard so much
about that country, from abrother, uncles, aunts and cous¬
ins who lived there. Several years after my “Bar Mitzvah,”
my anticipation became areality and Ihad the opportunity
t o g o t o A m e r i c a .

While crossing the Atlantic Ocean, our long journey was
marked by several events. One morning early, there arose
aterrible storm, and all the passengers were ordered to put
on their l ife preservers as aprecaution. There was much
commotion, but no panic. Agreat many could not even sit
up, much less stand up, as they were seasick. Iv iv idly
remember eat ing breakfast dur ing the s torm. Suddenly
abig wave hit the ship, and all the dishes clattered to the
floor. Luck i l y, the d ishes were no t made ou t o f g lass
or some other breakable substance, but were tin.

Among us third class passengers, there was aJew in his
middle thirt ies. He had ared beard, well cult ivated, and
took much pride in his whiskers. However, due to his red
beard, he became very conspicuous. He was ajolly good
fellow and full of humor. Everyone liked him because he
told very interesting tales from his Russian army life while
s ta t ioned in the Caucasus sec t ion o f Russ ia . Th is Jew w i th
the red whiskers was among those of us who were fortunate
in not being seasick. We were kept exceedingly busy wait¬
ing on the sick, serving them and bringing hot water and
lemons, so they could make tea.

Practically all had sacks full of hard rolls, buns, “baigel”
(made of white flour, shaped like adoughnut, and hard
with aglazed surface), dried sausage, and other food that
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was not perishable. Therefore, many offered us their food
as they themselves were too sick to eat; others offered us
money, which naturally Icould use readily as Iwas finan¬
cially lacking. Iremember Ihad aruble and ahalf in Rus¬
s ian money (75 cen ts i n Amer i can money ) . I r ece i ved
blessings and praise galore, especially from good women,
who sa id Iearned a“Mi tzvah” (good deed) .

It was probably the first time in the life of some since
their “Bar Mitzvah” (confirmation) that they did not “ lai-
g in -Tfi l l in ” (use phy lac ter ies) in the i r morn ing serv ice .
They could not get up from their cots. (If aJew is not in
synagogue, he is obligated to pray for himself, and use
phylacter ies.) When the storm subsided, and the ocean
was calm again, some pious Jews prayed the “Birchas
Hagomel” prayer. Persons returning in safety from travel¬
ing by sea, or recovering from asevere sickness, say the
f o l l o w i n g ; “ B l e s s e d a r t t h o u , 0 E t e r n a l o u r G o d ! K i n g
of the universe who bestowed kindness even upon the
guilty, for on me hast thou bestowed all good.

When we saw aship coming in the distance, everyone
became excited and the deck immediately filled with pas¬
sengers, all of whom lined the railings and looked at the
big liner as it passed. Countless hands went up, waving
whi te handkerch ie fs . Notwi ths tand ing tha t i t was qu i te
adistance between the ships, the passengers presumably
on the other ship too got abig thrill, as they waved back
with their handkerchiefs. We all began to turn our heads,
as the ships got farther apart, and disappeared on the
eastern horizon. Gloom and loneliness swept over us, and
all returned to their quarters, but when we saw birds, we
knew we could not be far from land. All longed to see the
s h o r e a n d t o d i s e m b a r k i n A m e r i c a .

After the long voyage of 29 days, we finally reached the
land o f f reedom and oppor tun i t y. The exc i tement was
beyond description, as we viewed many large ships, tall

9 9



F r o m S i n a i t o C a l v a r y 4 1

buildings, and many astonishing things. Everyone put on
his best clothes, those worn on the Sabbath.

To our amazement the Jew with the red beard, whom
everyone knew, and liked so very well because of his enter¬
tainment, had his whiskers shaved off, and one could hardly
recognize him. (Orthodox Jews do not shave. Their pro¬
hibition is based on Numbers 6:5, and other passages in
the Bible.) Acommotion broke loose and everyone, so to
speak, was up in arms. Some said that he Americanized
himself even before he put his foot on its soil; others said
that he had plenty of time to become a“Goy” (a Gentile);
st i l l others remarked that his shaving of his beard was
only astepping stone to “Schmad” (annihilation by Chris¬
tian baptism). But he paid little or no attention to all the
calumnies heaped upon him. He was not embittered, but
laughed and joked as i f nothing had happened. On the
contrary, he remarked very ser iously that s ince he had
shaved off his whiskers, he had already received several
proposals. He thought that was his own affair. The last
Isaw him was when he went down the gangplank with a
comely Jewish miss.

When we landed at El l is Is land, where the Statue of
Liberty is located, atag was placed upon my lapel after
inspection. From there Iwas placed on atrain to go west
to my relat ives. When in Russia, Isaw var ious pictures
of different kinds of tropical fruit such as figs, bananas,
grapes, etc., but had never seen nor tasted any of them.
Ialways hoped sometime to have the opportunity to eat
these various luscious looking fruits.

This longing started when Iwas alittle boy at home.
When aJewish man and his family came from Africa to
visit his aged parents and brought some grapes which
were packed in fine cork, it became the talk of the town
as none had ever seen “wine-trauben” (grapes). Because
we children and grown-ups too had read so much in the
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Bible about “wine-trauben,” the news had athril l ing effect
on us. In our childish way we talked about the grapes,
now become areality. So everyone in our little community
went over to the visitors’ quarters to meet them. Every¬
one who came to greet them extended “Sholom-Alaichem
(Peace be unto you, traditional Jewish greetings for all
occasions). He in return gave each one “wine-trauben.”
My mother brought home one large white grape and cut it
into FOUR quarters, giving each child apiece. The thrill
was beyond description, and it brought to my mind the
story we studied in the Bible about the “Meraglim” (spies)
(Numbers 13).

Now while on the train, the news boy passed by with var¬
ious tropical fruit and Isaw afruit which Ihad seen in
pictures. Ithought, “Here is my change to fulfill longing.”
Immediately, Imade up my mind to buy, regardless of the
cost, even to my last copeck (Russian penny). Ihad two
dollars sent by my relatives with the ticket which was given
me upon boarding the train. Ilooked at the basket of fruit
and selected the long, thick, round shaped one that looked
like acarrot. Of course Ihad no idea what i t tasted l ike
o r w a s .

Having atag pinned upon my lapel, naturally Idrew the
attention of the passengers in that car. They watched my
every movement, every articulation, but Itook it philosoph¬
ically. My clothing, heavy cap, and thin whiskers made
me very conspicuous. Ibought two of what Ilater learned
were bananas. Not knowing what kind of fruit it was or
how it must be eaten, Ifirst took abig bite and began to
chew. Immediately, alady who sat opposite me observed
my predicament and came over, took the banana out of my
hand, and peeled it. She motioned to me as though trying
to tell me not to eat the peelings, but it was already too
late, as Ihad swallowed that bite. Ido remember that it
w a s
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somewhat bitter. Several smiled but not one ridiculed
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or made fun of me. Iwas alittle embarrassed, but became
amazed and overwhelmed when several brought me figs,
grapes and more bananas. They literally bought all of the
tropical fruit that the news boy had. Ihad so much fruit
that Icould almost have opened afruit stand. Ideeply
appreciated their kindness and consideration shown me, a
young immigrant .

Iarrived at Cleveland, the home of my relatives. Sev¬
eral who preceded me by several years recognized me and
were all very happy to see that Ihad come from Russia.

Ia r r i ved on aFr iday. A t home, Iused to see a l l t he
Jewish housewives busy in preparation for the holy Sab¬
bath. To my astonishment and bewilderment, Inoticed
Friday evening when the sun was setting on the western
horizon there was not asemblance of preparation for the
approaching holy Sabbath. Isaw how my own relatives
desecrated the holy Sabbath by lighting the gas fires, work¬
ing, driving, keeping their places of business open, etc. I
became so despondent and depressed that Idid not know
wha t t o make o f i t a l l .

Icould not sleep that night. Ilay awake thinking. It
was to me anightmare. Saturday morning, without ask¬
ing me they took me to the barber shop, so that Icould get
my FIRST shave (I had never had arazor upon my face).
Iprotested, and told them that it was my face, my whisk¬
ers and no one had aright to tell me what to do with them.
They laughed heartily, and said to me, “You are in anew
world, with new customs, and have no alternative but to
get ashave.” Since it W'as on the holy Sabbath, it would
be adouble transgression.

The Jew on the ship with red whiskers came into my
mind. He had shaved off his whiskers, and had been cen¬
sured, condemned and terribly criticized by the Jewish pas¬
sengers, including myself. Now Imyself was guilty of
the same offense. My indignation and embitterment
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mounted because Isaw the holy Sabbath being desecrated.
No tw i ths tand ing my g r ie f and d isgus t , I rea l i zed tha t I
would have to comply with their demands. No arguing, no
pleading would do any good.

They secured employment for me in abox factory, and
Ihad to work on the Sabbath day. Everyone of my rela¬
tives worked on the holy Sabbath day, in their various oc¬
cupa t ions . I remember tha t w i th t remb l i ng hands I t ook
hold of ahammer, lifted it up and held it for several seconds
before Idrove the nail into aboard, feeling as though in
the sight of God Iwas driving anail in my coffin (figurative¬
ly speaking, as the Jews do not use coffins or caskets, but
are buried in shrouds). That was the first time in my life
that Ideliberately desecrated the holy Sabbath. Quick as
aflash there came into my mind the narrative of that Is¬
raelite who went out to gather up sticks on the Sabbath
day. The consequences were swift and terrible, as he was
stoned to death (Num. 15). Ifelt so miserable, wretched,
and contemptible that tears began to roll down my cheeks
and Iwanted to leave the work in that factory. The mental
suffering was terrific. Although it was ahard decision to
make, Ikept on work ing.

The irony of it was, that the owner of that box factory
was himself aJEW who had emigrated from Russia many
years previously. After working two weeks, Iwas laid off
because, as Iwas told, there was not enough work.

My relatives with whom Iwas staying became so unrea¬
sonable that it was unbearable for me to remain with them.
They thought it would be much better for them and for
me to leave, and go to adifferent city. Ileft my relatives
and went farther west, staying there only ashort time.
Though desperately seeking employment, Iwas turned
down time after time on account of not having sufficient
knowledge of the English language or for some other reason.

Tired in body and tired in spirit, sometimes cold and



F r o m S i n a i t o C a l v a r y 4 5

often in the pangs of hunger, Iwent to sleep many times
supperless. Ieven slept in parks. From childhood, Iwas
always taught to work by the sweat of my brow for my
bread. Ifully comprehend Ineed not be flattered for that,
as that should be the rule of all men. Atremendous rest¬
lessness and wanderlust came over me; so Ibegan to travel,
touching nearly half of the states in the Union.

Ihad remarkable experiences, some of which were har¬
rowing. Since Iwas not traveling first class or on plush
cushions, Idid not consult the information and descriptive
travel folders (they would be of little use, as Icould not
read, not even one syllable).

On one occasion, Ihad astrange experience. One eve¬
ning, Ientered acheap rooming house, paid ten cents for a
“chicken coop” (each sleeping room or suite was partioned
by chicken wire) and laid my weary body on acot. The
sheet was dirty and crawling with lice. Itook newspapers,
spread over it and went to sleep. Several hours later, sud¬
denly Iwas awakened by aflashlight beam in my face. Two
plain-clothes men showed their badges and asked everyone
from al l the rooms on that floor to dress quickly. After
addi t ional quest ions which Ihard ly understood, about a
ha l f -dozen o f us were to ld to fo l l ow them downs ta i r s . Then
we were herded into apatrol wagon (in those days there
were hardly any cars) and taken to the outskirts of the
town near the railroad yards. There we were literally
dumped out” in apile of humanity. Each one fell upon

the other. After untangling myself from the group, Iarose
to hear the gruff words of the policemen, “Get out of town;
don’t ever come back. If you are caught in town again, you
will get thirty days or six months in jail.” At that moment,
Ivividly recalled aformer traumatic experience in Russia,
when we were all together—men, women and children—
huddled in an attic for fear of the fierce Cossacks, who
thrust apiece of cold steel through you without batting an

n
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eye. (A classmate of mine was shot dead in cold blood as
he was runn ing to ace l l a r. ) I neve r though t th i s cou ld
happen in the United States because Ihad violated no law!
Iwas informed that the police periodically went to the “flop
houses” and unceremoniously expelled from town all who
did not have jobs or were viewed as beggars. And so,
broken in spirit and heavy of heart, Ihopped the next train
f o r n o w h e r e !

Once Ihad aterr i fy ing experience. Whenever Irecal l i t ,
I s h u d d e r. I w a s r i d i n g a “ b l i n d ” ( i t i s a p l a c e b e t w e e n
the baggage car and coal tender) on afast passenger train,
with my felt hat pulled over my face so as to keep the
cinders out of my eyes. Every time apiece hit you, it felt
like the sting of abee. Suddenly Ifelt ajerk, and Iraised
my hat from over my eyes. Ilooked and noticed that the
chain on one side was broken and that the engine was pull¬
ing the long passenger train on one chain plus the coupler.
The train was traveling at ahigh rate of speed and imme¬
diately Irealized the danger. If the train made acurve,
it would probably cause awreck. The first thought that
came into my mind was of the safety of the passengers.
Somehow Imust inform the engineer or fireman as they
would most certainly stop the train.

Although it was very risky, Icarefully stretched out my
hand so as to touch the railing that was on the coal-tender.
Aslip between the cars and Iwould have been ground to
pieces. Luckily, the train was traveling on astraight line.
Igot ahold on the railing of the coal and water tender, and
quick as aflash, swung myself upon the coal and took a
piece and threw at the fireman so as to get his attention.
The fireman immediately turned and was bewildered when
he saw me. He began crawling toward me with ashovel
in his hand, as he evidently did not know what Iwas going
to do. He talked to me, but Icould not understand what he
was saying. Imotioned to him and pointed down. He ap-
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parently realized what had happened and told the engineer,
who stopped the train without delay. The chain was bro¬
ken, and it might have caused awreck if they had gone
at ahigh rate of speed and come to acurve. My reward
was aride in the cab of the engine, where Iwas warm and
not exposed to the wind and c inders. A l though i t was
against the rule of the railroad for anyone to ride in the
cab, an exception w’as made because of my action.

The next stop was adivis ion point where crews were
changed. They inv i ted me to arestaurant where we a l l
had breakfast. They and others asked me alot of ques¬
tions but Idid not understand what they were saying. They
were very nice to me and Iwould not have been surprised
if the incident had appeared in some newspaper. Of course
Inever knew, as Icould not talk, read or write English.

Th is occu r red nea r asma l l t own , p robab ly a ra i l r oad
junc t ion , and Iwanted to go to ab ig c i ty. There fore , I
caught afreight train that was going the same direct ion
and crawled into an empty box car and shut the door. Late
in the afternoon, the freight train stopped.

Iheard someone walk ing, went to the door, and saw
through the small crack that i t was the brakeman. Evi¬
dently the brakeman knew that someone was in the empty
box car, as he stopped in front of it. He shoved open the
door and looked in as Iwent to acorner and crouched down.
Since he was abig muscular fellow, powerfully built, I
knew Icould not resist him in physical combat. Icould
tell from his tone of voice as he talked rather sharply, also
from his gesticulation, that he wanted me to come to where
he was standing. At first Ihesitated because he appeared
angry. On the other hand, Iknew the Bible said, “A soft
answer turns away wrath,” and thought 1would try that
f o r m u l a . I c a m e n e a r h i m a n d s m i l e d . T h e b r a k e m a n
jumped out from the box car and motioned for me to jump
too, and Icomplied. Itried hard in some way to explain.
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b u t c o u l d n o t m a k e h i m u n d e r s t a n d . F r o m h i s m a n e u v e r ¬
ing Isuspected that he wanted to know how much money
Ihad. Actually, the only thing that Ihad was an old silver
double faced Swiss watch that formerly belonged to my
father. I t was acheap, old fashioned watch and did not
even keep correct time. However, it had been my father’s
watch and was priceless to me. It had two small openings,
places for the key with which to wind it, and the other
to regulate the hands.

The brakeman, while searching me and not finding any
money, noticed the old watch. Seeing that i t had al i t t le
key attached to it, he evidently thought that it was avery
expensive watch and undoubtedly of great worth in dollars
and cents. Itr ied my best to explain to him that it was
my dead father’s watch, and that it did not keep accurate
time and was the only thing Ihad left from my father. I
p leaded but he would not l is ten to my begging. Tears
speak any language but that hard brakeman would not
listen and seemingly did not want to understand my appeal,
w h i c h w a s o f n o a v a i l . A s t h e b r a k e m a n w a l k e d t o w a r d
his caboose, he was looking at the treasure which he forcibly
t o o k . I c o u l d s e e h i m a s h e t u r n e d t h e w a t c h o v e r a n d o v e r

examining it. As it turned out, he possessed aworthless
watch, for as Igave i t to h im Ikept the l i t le key, wi th
which he would have to wind it and regulate the moving
hands. Without that key, it was valueless. To have such
avery delicate little key made to order would cost adozen
t i m e s m o r e t h a n a n e w w a t c h . N e v e r t h l e s s i t w a s l i t t l e
comfort to me that he would not be able to use his ill-gotten
gain.

Instinctively, Iput my hand in my vest pocket, so as to
feel for my watch, as Ihad had it for such along time and
jealously guarded it. Now it was no more. My spirit was
crushed, and Ifelt awfully bad. Even now after so many
years, whenever Ithink of it, Iam saddened. Ibrooded
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over the loss of my father’s watch, as that was the only
item Ihad left of his. Idid not even have apicture of him.
There is apossibility that Ifailed to make the brakeman
understand its significance and sentimental value to me.
Also, he might have thought that such alesson would
greatly discourage me from traveling on freight trains.

When the train pulled out, Iwas in the tiny community
of St. Gabriel, Louisiana, with only one general store. I
found twelve cents in my vest pocket which he either over¬
looked or did not care to take, as he did not bother. Iwent
into that store, and bought anickel’s worth of loose crack¬
ers and anickel’s worth of cheese. The man who operated
the general s tore was aFrenchman but he spoke some
German . I cou ld speak German ( I speak German ve ry
well) and he told me in German that Icould not eat in his
store as he would soon close and go to his home several
miles away. To my amazement and astonishment, he said
that after he closed his place, Iwould be the ONLY white
person in th i s sma l l commun i t y. I had no t i ced a l l who
came into the store were Negroes.

As he closed his store, Istood outside and ate my crack¬
ers and cheese. Young Negroes, boys and girls in their
ear ly twent ies, were standing in groups. I t was get t ing
dark and began to rain. Old houses scattered here and
there were occupied by Negroes. Iapproached one group
and tried to explain my plight and need of aplace to stay.
One young boy, of about 18 or 19, took me about aquarter
of amile from the general store to his humble old home.
F i r s t he wen t i n to the house and ta l ked w i th h i s fo l ks be¬
fore he asked me to come in. Maybe they were afraid to
have awhite man in their home, and too, one who could
not speak their language.

The family motioned for me to come in and Ientered
their home. Obviously they were very poor, as little furni¬
ture was evident. The parents placed an old rocking chair
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near the fireplace and told me that Icould sleep in it warm¬
ly, as it was rather cold outside. Asmall lamp provided
the only light in the humble abode. The father turned out
the lamp and except for the light from the fireplace, it
would have been pitch dark. Icurled up in that old rocking
chair and undoubtedly fell asleep within minutes, and slept
soundly until morning. When they awoke me, it was al¬
ready dayl ight.

Shortly, several colored people came into their place, pre¬
sumably to find out why awhite man had wandered into
such a forsaken count ry and s tayed in aNegro ’s home.
Evidently they did not often see white people, and felt such
was an unusual experience. Iremember very well several
t r i e d t o t a l k t o m e b u t I c o u l d n o t u n d e r s t a n d t h e m . H o w ¬
ever, Idid understand their act of kindness and thoughtful¬
ness in shar ing the i r crowded quar ters wi th ast ranger.
Ithanked them as much as possible, and Itried to make
them understand my deep appreciation of their hospitality.
Ion ly regret ted that Icou ld not ta lk w i th them, as Iam
sure they could have told me alot, and Iin return could
have related much about the old country especially about
R u s s i a .

S t range ly, wh i l e Iwas i n Russ ia Ihad neve r seen a
Negro, nor even apicture of one, and of course knew little
about them. That is also true of everyone who lived in the
little village of my birth. As amatter of fact, Ihad never
heard anyone mention the word “Negro” in my village.
Now Ihad been taken into aNegro home, sheltered, and
shown wonderful hospitality.

From San Gabr ie l where Iwas the on ly whi te man I
walked several miles, and finally came to Baton Rouge on
the Miss iss ipp i R iver. I remained ashor t t ime and then
Itook asteamer to New Orleans where I intended to go.
The decks were loaded wi th number less ba les o f cot ton and
different types of heavy merchandise. My quarters were
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upon the deck, between the bales of cotton or wherever
there was room. Ihad to move from place to place not to
be in the way of those who worked with equipment loading
and unloading goods. The captain and two officers were
white, but the crew were all Negroes, real dark, muscular
fe l lows, ra ther young. The r iver boat s topped at many
places to load and unload merchandise, mostly bales of
cotton. Before each stop, the boat’s searchlight played its
beam on various places, circling here and there, as if to
find the right location to make asafe and perfect landing.

As Iwatched in the night, Ihad to sleep (?) in astand¬
ing position because every inch of space was utilized for
cargo. The searchlight pierced the night darkness, spot¬
ting here and there farm houses, barns, mules, cows, etc.
It was quite picturesque scenery. Once the searchlight
spotted young lovers, but they immediately covered their
faces as they evidently did not want to be seen. They
must have been afraid of the searchlight, but they were not
a f r a i d o f “ t h e m a n i n t h e m o o n .

Drinking water was scarce. Inoticed the crew members
took empty bean cans (not beer cans—in those days there
was no such thing as beer in cans. However, beer was sold
in tin buckets, to be taken out from the saloon), and leaned
over the railing, dipped up water and drank it.
very same thing. It was not altogether clean, but had a
brownish heavy silt concentration. Idrank it with no ill
effect. Undoubtedly the captain and his staff must have had
plenty to quench their thirst, as Inever saw them dipping
w a t e r t o d r i n k !

After two days, we landed in New Orleans. It was quite
an adventure , and a thr i l l ing exper ience. Ev ident ly, the
captain must have been aman of good humor. He had
passed by and undoubtedly saw me between the bales of
cotton. He called one of the crew, and said something to
him which Icould not hear, and probably would not have
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understood anyhow, smiled, and walked away. My menu
for two days consisted of two bean sandwiches. When one
IS hungry, such food is quite adelicacy.

By th is t ime Ihad al ready been in the Uni ted States
about ayear, and was beginning to pick up the Engl ish
language and appreciated what Ihad found in th is new
c o u n t r y. I s e c u r e d e m p l o y m e n t i n a l a r g e r e s t a u r a n t .
After working there for awhile, the head waiter said that
t h e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s w o u l d b e i n t h e c i t y.
Iasked the waiter rather jokingly i f i t would be possible
for me to see the President of th is great and glor ious
country. To my astonishment, the waiter replied that not
only could Isee the President, but that it would be possible
f o r m e t o s h a k e h a n d s w i t h h i m .

At first Ithought that he was ridiculing me, but another
w a i t e r w h o o v e r h e a r d t h e r e m a r k s n o d d e d h i s h e a d i n a s ¬
sent. He said that it was not ajoke, but that he was seri¬
o u s a n d t h e fi r s t w a i t e r ’ s s t a t e m e n t w a s c o r r e c t . T h e r e f o r e

Idecided, if possible, to shake hands with the greatest man
on earth, the man who “made the world safe for democ-
rary.” That was during President Woodrow Wilson’s sec¬
o n d t e r m .

Iwent to the hotel where the great President was stay¬
ing; Inoticed there were throngs of people l ined up, al l
eager to see him, and if possible to shake hands with him.
Isqueezed myself through the huge crowds and came in
line where Icould not only see him, but actually shake his
hand. When Iheld out my hand and shook his, Ithought
the who le wor ld was m ine and was m igh ty p roud . O f
course not being aUnited States citizen made it mean more
than words cou ld express . In hear t , m ind and sou l , I
classed myself as agood loyal citizen. The thrill was be¬
yond descr ip t ion. . Imagine, Ihad the great pr iv i lege of
shak ing hands w i th the PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
S T A T E S .
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At that moment there flashed through my mind the vast
d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d R u s s i a . I n R u s ¬
sia it was impossible for the average man to see the Czar
of Russia, let alone come near enough to shake his hand.
As far as your eyes can behold, you could see tens of thou¬
sands of bayonets lined along the road he had to travel.
One can imagine how much the people loved the Czar when
he had to have literally hundreds of thousands of soldiers
t o g u a r d h i m . I t a l s o r a n t h r o u g h m y m i n d h o w t h e
Dragoneers” (mounted troops) rode into our little village,

took innocent human beings, and shot them in cold blood;
how dangerous it was for amale over 12 years of age to
go outside his residence without having on his person a
passport” (a document permit t ing f ree and unmolested

travel). My father would not risk even going to the syna¬
gogue without his passport. It was too hazardous. Truly
as Irving Berlin, who came over from Russia when he was
three years old, wrote that wonderful song, “God Bless
Amer ica, ” we should a l l b less i t ! Here Iwho could not
even speak the language had the opportunity not only to
see the President , but actual ly extend to h im “Sholom
Alaichem” (greetings in Hebrew, “Peace be unto you”). It
was so wonderful, so marvelous!

Isaw my own father take off his cap (Orthodox Jews
as arule always have their heads covered, either with a
cap, hat, or askull-cap), bow down and kiss the baron’s
hands and those of other titled people! Some of the per¬
sons to whom we all had to bow down, were not even clean,
honest, and decent. They were the big landowners who ter¬
ribly oppressed the people. So you can imagine the thank¬
fulness, excitement, joy and pleasure it brought to me. A
silent prayer came out from the innermost recesses of my
heart, “Yevorechecho” (“The Lord bless thee, Mr. Presi¬
d e n t ” ) .

Countless times Iheard our aged, pious rabbi, as he stood
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up with the whole congregation every Sabbath morning in
the synagogue, solemnly recite aprayer for the Czar, Czar¬
ina, the Czarevitch (crown price), uncles, and the whole
immediate family. Everyone stood up and l istened spell¬
bound. One could hear his heart beat as the rabbi, with
clear, distinct tones, recited the prayer in the Hebrew for
t h e C z a r . H e r e i s a l i t e r a l t r a n s l a t i o n :

May He who granted victory unto kings, and dominions
unto princes, whose sovereignty is everlasting, who deliv¬
ered David, his servant, from the destroying sword: who
maketh away through the sea, apath through the mighty
waters, 0, may He bless, preserve and guard, aid and extol,
magnify and exalt on high, Nicolai Alexanderovich, Maria
Feodrovno, etc., etc., whose glory he enhanced. May the
Supreme King of Kings in His mercy prolong their lives
and protect them, deliver them from all sorrow and trouble
and loss, subject nations to their sway, and cause their foes
to fall before them; and may they prosper in all their un¬
dertakings. May the Supreme King of Kings inspire their
hearts and the hearts of all their counsellors and repre¬
sentatives with tenderness to act kindly toward us and all
Israel. In their days and in ours may Judah be succored,
and Israel dwell in safety, and aRedeemer come unto Zion,
in accordance with God’s gracious wi l l : and let us say
Amen. ” What afiasco ! What abur lesque ! How revo l t i ng
to be compelled to say prayers for those who permitted the
savage “Pogroms” such as in Kishenev, and other places
in Russia. Without the Czar ’s and his clique’s consent it
would have been physical ly impossible for “Pogroms” to
happen, as he could dispatch Cossacks or other military
forces to put down any uprising easily. The mere presence
of these fierce cavalry men put terror in the people’s hearts,
and of course they would not dare to plunder and murder.
On the contrary, the Czar’s government assisted and gave
its approval in such outrages.
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The rabbi, with the whole congregation, stood in fear
and trembling when he recited the prayer for the safety
of the Czar and family, for fear that an informer or some
vi l la in might accuse the Jews of making fun, r id icul ing
the Czar, in aso-cal led “sham pet i t ion.
Jews knew from past experience the terrible consequences
t h a t w o u l d f o l l o w !

But here in the United States, the President 'was really
atrue friend; honest, sincere and cultured; alover of man¬
kind, regardless of race, color or dress; truly, apromoter of
true democracy. How could Ido otherwise than to bless
our great President with health, wisdom and longevity of
l i fe ! I remember very wel l how t i red Mr. Wi lson looked.
Presumably the great stress and strain of the war had a
telling effect upon him. The great responsibilities that
rested upon his shoulders must have been heavy.

I f I had rece i ved ag rea t , p rec ious and cos t l y g i f t , I
could not have been as happy as Iwas in getting to shake
h a n d s w i t h t h e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s .

W h e n I c a l l e d a t t e n t i o n t o t h e h e a d w a i t e r t h a t I h a d
s h a k e n h a n d s w i t h t h e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , h e
calmly remarked, “What of it?” as if to say, “There is noth¬
ing to get excited about. Next year we will have another
m a n f o r P r e s i d e n t o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s ,

surprised and amazed. Icould not understand why he had
not become excited. On the contrary, he changed the con¬
versation, as if one would sa3% “It is not even worth re¬
peating; before long there will be another President, and
he will be just another plain citizen like you and me, hav¬
ing just one vote.

f t O f c o u r s e t h e

t t I w a s r e a l l y

t t
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C H A P T E R V

I N T H E D E P T H S O F T H E M I R Y C L A Y

After working in New Orleans several months, Iquit my
job and went to Denver. Because Iyet had little knowledge
of English, the only job Icould find was in apool hall. My
job was to rack up the balls on the pool tables, sometimes
to attend the cigar counter and sell soft drinks when the
clerk was out. Naturally, there was much betting in con¬
nection with the pool games.

A t t i m e s I w a s e n t r u s t e d t o h o l d t h e “ s t a k e s ” o f t h e
two players who gambled when they would not trust each
other. Many t imes fist fights ensued as each contestant
claimed that the balls were not hit the right way, touched
another ball, or that his opponent had violated the rules of
pool. Frequently, Ior those who happened to hang around
the pool hal l watching aimlessly hour af ter hour, were
called to help make the decision as to who made the error
or tried to cheat. It was not only aquestion of the bet at
s take, but the p layers ’ reputat ion was in the ba lance.
Strange as it may seem, they had acode of ethics which
was scrupulously observed and an impartial decision was
rendered. For a“pool shark” to lose agame of pool to an
amateur, anovice, was horr ible. But as arule, he would
take it graciously and openly compliment him.

Usually, the winner would give me atip for holding the
stake.” When one came in for agame of pool, and there

was no one to play with him, he would come to me. If he
lost the game, naturally he had to pay, and Irang up the
money for the game in the cash register. Therefore, Iwas
an asset to the house. Irarely lost. When Iwas too busy
taking care of five pool tables plus having at times to look

4 (
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af ter the c igar counter, Ihad to turn down many chal¬
lenges.

Pool is agame that cannot be easily fixed because it
depends entirely on the skill of the players. One cannot
buy but must have or acquire ability to play pool. Also,
too many eyes were watching; therefore, it was almost im¬
possible to cheat.

Some of those who hung around from early morning till
closing time came from fine homes; others were educated,
but victims of misfortune, domestic trouble and such like.
Evidently they finally lost interest in life, and spent their
flee t i ng days i n no th ingness . Among those who hung
around were n ice ly dressed fe l lows who had p lenty of
money, but no aim in life.

After working there for some t ime, Iquit that job and
got another at asummer resort as abell hop. The wages
were meager, but the tips were pretty good. The place was
alittle Sodem—so much sin, smut, and slime. Iwas asked to
make dates for male and female, even married people. It
was so sordid that it was sickening. Of course, they knew
that Iwas afloater, astranger, and that af ter the season
Iwould leave, if Istayed that long. They knew that I(pre¬
sumably as other bell boys) was only interested in making
tips. Iwas in such amiserable and wretched state of mind
that Idid not care if it was day or night, summer or winter.

As soon as the tourist season was over, and business be¬
came very slack, Ileft the summer resort and went to Mich¬
igan. Since my use of English was increasing, Isecured
work booking for an independent moving picture company.
The silent movie, “The Boy and the Law,” received wide
advertisement in the various leading newspapers of the
country. That was before the era of radio. This particular
film was shown in several states simultaneously. Iwas
assigned with agroup who called in small towns. Iremem¬
ber very well how Ihad to crawl up several stairs, then lit-
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erally crawl through an opening just large enough for a
man, in order to get to the “picture machine.” The quar¬
ters were so crowded and c lose that there was not room to
turn around. Many times Ioperated the moving picture
machine while the operator was out (in those days there
was not such athing as a“coffee break”). Ihad to make
just so many turns in order to keep it up and well balanced,
not too fast and not soo slow, but equal. Otherwise the film
would blur or tear. Isoon learned, however, and did not
have one film break to my record.

The Boy and the Law” was good, wholesome entertain¬
ment for the whole family. It had the endorsement of civic
leaders, educators, and various religious organizations. Ad¬
mission was ten cents. While working for the Independent
Moving Picture Company, Imet many folks who later be¬
came celebrities. Some are still living. Sometimes we
showed our films where vaudeville acts were performed.

After several months, the company, operating on aper¬
centage basis, began to lose money and finally went out of
business. Iwas out of ajob and decided to go farther west
and arrived in St. Louis. Iwas tired of wandering around
f r o m t o w n t o o w n .

Ihad saved alittle money, but did not want to get down
to my last dollar, so Iwent out to look for work. The first
day, Isecured employment in alarge second hand store.
The proprietor of the store told me when he was ayoung
man he had attended arabbinical college in Russia. Al¬
though he could have become arabbi, he decided against it,
came to America and entered business. He most certainly
w a s a Ta l m u d i c s c h o l a r a n d s u b s c r i b e d t o a H e b r e w n e w s ¬
paper. Not very many Jews can read aHebrew newspaper.
Avery small percentage of Jews can actually understand
the meaning when reading the prayers in the prepared He¬
brew prayer books.

One day my boss came and told me Iwould be delighted

H
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to meet aman who was standing near the glass show case.
1walked to him and immediately noticed his well cultivated
beard, mixed with al i t t le gray. However, f rom his man¬
ner Ibecame somewhat suspicious as to his intentions. I
hi t the nai l squarely on the head. The Jewish stranger
was a“Chadchan” (matchmaker) . He in t roduced h imsel f
and asked if we could talk in private since he had some¬
thing important to discuss. He refused to divulge even a
hint of his “deep secret.” He asked if it would be possible
for me to meet him in a“Kosher” delicatessen at eight that
night and gave me the address, as there were several
Kosher” delicatessens in the city. To entice me, he hinted

it would prove to be the milestone in my life.
After del iberating for several minutes, Iconsented and

told him that Iwould be in the delicatessen at the desig¬
n a t e d t i m e . I a r r i v e d a t t h e s t o r e a n d e n t e r e d . T h e “ C h a d -
cham” was sitting at atable. He arose and extended to me
again “Sholem Alaichem” (tradit ional Jewish greeting for
al l occasions), and asked me to be seated. Before he began
to ask me certain questions in detail, he touched upon the
central question, asking me rather nervously, “Are you a
single man?” When I repl ied that Iwas not marr ied, h is
face lit up and he gave adeep sigh of relief. Without wait¬
ing further, he began to ask in detail as to what kind of

l andsman” (na t i ona l i t y ) Iwas , my age , i f my pa ren ts
were sti l l l iving, and how long Ihad been in the United
S t a t e s a n d i f I w a s a n A m e r i c a n c i t i z e n . T h e n h e a s k e d i f
Iwould be interested in abusiness and said rather smiling¬
ly that he had selected avery fine girl whose mother owned
atwo story brick building, awell established business and
fine home. The mother promised $4,000 dowry if the match
was satisfactory to BOTH parties. The matchmaker added
hopefully, “I know she (an only child) and her mother (her
father was dead) will be delighted, even well pleased.

Ttold him that Ihad nothing and only ajob and that was

U

u
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rather uncertain. Also, she had never seen me and maybe
would not even like me. To my surprise, he said, “I know
all about you. You have no money, no home, but if this
matchmaking results in ahappy wedding, you will not need
ajob as you will have abusiness of your own.

Iasked that “matchmaker, ” “Don’ t you th ink that i t is
rather risky? Ihave been in St. Louis only three months.
As amatter of fact, you do not even know if this is my
right name! It seems to me you are taking agreat chance
and assuming aheavy obl igat ion.”

He replied, complimenting me, “You are too good and
conscientious ayoung man to deceive anyone. You un¬
doubtedly have been reared in agood Jewish home and had
pious parents who strictly adhered to all the precepts of
Jewish religion. Iknow you will observe them rigidly.
Therefore Ican see you are noble, will not cheat or mis¬
lead.

1 9

9 9

Iargued that Istill thought, notwithstanding his lauda¬
tion and complimentary remarks, that it was rather unwise
to try to make amatch with one who is here today and
gone tomorrow. He concurred but moving his hat back off
his wide forehead, looked at me with his searching eyes,
smiled, and said, “I repeat and insist that you are too fine
ayoung man to betray, and violate the marriage vows.” I
told him that Iwas not yet ready to settle down, but if I
were Imight consider. He kept on insisting that Imeet
the girl because her charm would cause me to fall in love
at first s ight . He fur ther said, “ I am so sure that Iam
ready to set the date for the wedding,
make any promises but he kept on urging that Inot dis¬
appoint him because he had spent so much time and effort
in arranging the meeting with the eligible young lady. I
final ly consented (against my bet ter judgment) to meet
him at the girl’s home where the introduction would take
place.

I d i d n o t w a n t t o
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Before the zero hour came, Idressed in my best and
shaved. Itook astreet car and got off at the designated
address. As Iapproached the house Inot iced abeaut i fu l
home, shrubbery, flowers, etc. Iwalked up the few steps
to the porch and rang the bell. Amiddle aged lady of small
stature opened the door, greeted me with asmile and kindly
i n v i t e d m e i n t o t h e h o u s e . S h e i n t r o d u c e d h e r s e l f a s E t h ¬
el’s (the girl’s name) mother. There in the very large re¬
ception room was our friend, the matchmaker, who asked
me if Ihad met the mother. Isaid, “Yes, she met me at
t h e d o o r. ” B o t h m o t h e r a n d m a t c h m a k e r a t t h e s a m e t i m e
told me to be seated. Ithanked them kindly and sat down.

The girl’s grandparents were sitting on alarge sofa. The
grand fa the r w i th h i s l ong s i l ve r bea rd and ya rmuke le
(skull cap) looked like apatriarch and first gave me Sholom
Ala ichem. He took ou t an o ld bone snu f f box f rom h is ves t
pocket, opened it and politely asked if Iwould not like to
have a“scmeck tabback” (a p inch o f snuff ) , apparent ly
endeavoring to st imulate me prior to my meeting Ethel.
All were eager to lend their weight in amoral way in order
that favorable results might come of this meeting. In or¬
der to oblige the old gentleman, Itook atiny pinch of snuff
and placed it to my nose but Ialmost sneezed. Iused all
my power to refrain from sneezing. Were Ito sneeze under
such circumstances where everyone was at high pitch, pan¬
demon ium wou ld have b roken loose !

You see, dear reader, there is asuperstition among the
Jewish people that when you tell something or hear some¬
thing and one happens to sneeze AT THAT VERY MO¬
MENT, it proves what you said or heard is true, and that it
will come to pass.

Conscious of the fact that Iwas the central figure of the
whole procedure—in joking we would say, Iwas the whole
cheese right then—I knew every word uttered was weighed,
and every move was noticed. Knowing their superstition re-
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garding sneezing, especially at atime like this, Iwas posi¬
tive such would have been utilized one thousand percent.
All would proclaim that awedding was sure to follow, that
i t cou ld no t be o the rw i se .

You fully understand and of course sympathize why I
su f fe red and re f ra ined f rom sneez ing. A l though i t was
tor ture, i t was worth i t . I fu l ly real ize that to anon-Jew
it is rather humorous, but in the old country among the
Jewish people, this is afact nevertheless.

The old gentleman related that he tpo had come from
the old country many years ago and all his children were
born in this country. Also, he and his wife had observed
their golden wedding anniversary, symbolic of ahalf-cen¬
tu r y o f ha rmony and conco rd o f f am i l y l i f e . Then he
pointed to his wife and said, “She is more beautiful and
a t t r a c t i v e t h a n b e f o r e .

Suddenly, the door of the main room opened and agirl
appeared, abrunet te , e legant ly dressed, not flashy, but
smart. Immediately, her mother came with her and intro¬
duced the daughter. She was not beautiful by any means,
but looked like avery nice girl.

Naturally, al l tr ied to impress me with her attr ibutes—
cooking, sewing, housekeeping. The matchmaker did his
utmost to show that she was simply divine, wonderful, and
blessed with many God-giv'en traits. However, the first
look convinced me that she was not my type, as she did not
appeal to me in the least. Irealized that it was avery
delicate situation. Idid not want to hurt anyone, especially
the girl, but she did not show interest in me either. Both
parties must feel physical attraction for each other, other¬
wise amarriage will prove sooner or later disastrous.

The matchmaker came over where Iwas sitting, and
whispered in my ears, “You have good taste for the pure
and the beautiful, and Iam greatly delighted.” After his
remarks, Itold him Iwas not going to masquerade under

f J
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t h e c l o a k o f m a k e - b e l i e v e . I c o u l d n o t a n d d i d n o t l o v e t h e
girl and was determined to be frank, candid and truthful.
Isaid to the mother, “I can never love your daughter, and
of course she could never be happy with me. Itrust that
you will think the matter over clearly from all angles and
will arrive at the conclusion that Iam doing the only hon¬
orab le th ing . ” Iwas not te r r ified by the respons ib i l i t ies
that marr ied l i fe incurred. Is imply did not love the gir l .
Love is necessary to ahappy marriage. It is the fortress
to fidel i ty. Isaid to them al l , “ I am only try ing to make
you understand that Ican never love her. How could she
be happy with ahusband who did not love her?”

I fu l ly real ized asizeable bank account was good and
would help meet any emergency that arose in amaterial
way, but it could not and would not take the place of love
and happiness. Love is far more important and precious
to ahappy life than anything else. Asuccessful marriage
demands love and understanding.

We all talked in Yiddish, and finally reached abetter un¬
standing. Ipaid the young woman every conceivable com¬
pliment, and assured her she would find amate. Ileft the
home wi th the matchmaker yet ta lk ing wi th the mother
and grandparents, shrugging his shoulders as if in bewil¬
derment. The girl and Iwent to the door. With asmile,
she bade me good bye forever.

After passing through this rather unpleasant experience,
I d e c i d e d t o l e a v e S t . L o u i s . A f t e r s e v e r a l w e e k s o f t r a v e l ¬
ing, Iarrived in Denver. After several days of sight see¬
ing, Isecured employment in alarge liquor establishment.
In connection with this enterprise were abig saloon, acafe,
cigar store, aservice bar, and alarge delicatessen. Iwas
tired of previous misadventures and tried hard to settle
down. Ithought, “Here is my wonderful opportunity to
climb up the ladder of success and some day have abusiness
of my own.
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W i t h i n a f e w m o n t h s I w a s m a d e a “ c e l l a r m a n . I s o o n

learned how to bottle whiskey and wine and to put the la¬
bels on the bottles. As it was not amodern establishment,
Ihad to put asmall rubber pipe into the fifty-gallon barrels
of whiskey and by aquick suction bring the whiskey up
and fill the various sized bottles, cork and label them. I
did the same with the different brands of wine and cordials.
From the cellar, Icarried the stock to the large liquor
shelves for retail trade. From the amount bottled, they
most certainly must have done athriving business. Ialso
had to carry liquor to the large bar in the saloon as well as
to the service bar. In addition, Ihad to deliver the “stuff”
to customers in the city twice weekly.

The proprietors complimented me for remembering all
the different brands of liquor and the labels that went on
the different bottles. Rarely did Imake amistake in plac¬
ing awrong label on abottle.

Idid not drink whiskey because Ithought that it was
wrong, harmful or bothered my conscience. Isimply had
no desire, no craving for the stuff .

After several weeks, bottling whiskey was just another
job, like driving astreet car, repairing shoes, or cutting
hair. The moral issue did not faze me in the least.

Iremember one occasion when the United States govern¬
ment rectifier came around while Iwas putting labels on a
certain brand of whiskey. It happened to be their own
famous triple XXX. One of my bosses asked the govern¬
ment agent, “Do you think that he would make avery effi¬
cient rectifier?” The agent did not answer but smiled.

After the agent left (he came and inspected frequently),
my boss said, “You are learning fast. Keep it up and you
will succeed.” Evidently some envied the work Iwas
doing. Although it was very hard work, long hours, and
small pay, several persons told me they would be very happy
if they could only exchange jobs with me for one hour.
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Many asked me to slip aflask of whiskey into my pocket
when Igot o ff work, s ince there was nei ther watchman
nor door man. Ihad the key which opened and closed the
c e l l a r. I r e p l i e d b y q u o t i n g t h e E i g h t h C o m m a n d m e n t
(Thou shalt not steal). Iwas astonished when Idiscovered
the woeful ignorance of the people. They did not know
what Iwas talking about or to what Iwas referring when
Imentioned the Eighth Commandment. Of course they
cared less; some looked at me in bewilderment. Ihad to
be plain and explained that it was against the law to steal,
be it whiskey or something else. But the majority thought
it was rather smart and slipping out aflask of whiskey was
not stealing, but aclever act. Also, the proprietors would
not miss it anyhow as they were far from being honest
themselves. With afirm voice, Idirected them to the coun¬
ter to make their purchase, as it would only take aquarter
(25 cents) to buy ahalf pint of whiskey; afull quart was
only 85 cents. Their reply was harsh condemnation of me.
Iwas approached and pestered so many times in the lodg¬
ing house where Istayed that Ifinally was compelled to
live in another place, even though Icontinued working
t h e r e .

Of ten someone came to the ce l la r door where Iwas work¬
ing, begging for adrink of whiskey, never beer. Perhaps
they knew that it could be procured only in bottles or
draught and was only avai lable at the bars. To ask for
that would be too much, but to beg for adrink from the
supply was nothing. What astrange code of ethics!

Iopened countless cases of various brands of whiskey,
wines and cordials and rarely broke one. One of the bar¬
tenders said to me, “You handle that stuff like an old vet¬
e r a n . ” I f e l t fl a t t e r e d f r o m s u c h a r e m a r k . O n a S a t u r ¬
day, we used as many as ten large barrels of beer on
draught , p lus count less bot t les of beer. Two Chinamen
(father and son) worked in the place also. The father was
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the chef who prepared famous Chinese dishes; the son iced
the bottled beer, prepared ice for the two bars and did some
porter work. They had very little in common with the rest
of those who worked in that establishment, because many
times they were humiliated by being called “Chinks.” That
made them very angry but they would not revile against
them, only sometimes looking with disgust and contempt
upon their accusers. They told me that Iwas the only em¬
ployee that did not insult and humiliate them.

Irelated to the father and son aremarkable experience
Ihad with three of their countrymen. However, Iassured
them the experience which Iwas about to relate did not bear
in the least on why Itreated them well. Isimply believed
that one human being should treat his fellow man as an¬
other human being regardless of his color, race or dress.
Here Ina r ra te the s to ry I t o ld them.

Iwas r id ing on bl ind baggage train through anorthern
state, on an extremely cold day, with ablizzard raging and
fine snow blowing into my face, enough to drive me mad.
The snow on the ground was quite deep. All of asudden
the train came to astop, as it had to meet another train.
It was in the open country. There was not any town in
sight, not even aranch house, that 1could see. The brake-
man came up, saw me and literally pulled me off, and scolded
me for riding the train. He said the next stop would be
40 miles away, and there were tunnels to pass through. If
Idid not freeze to death by the time we reached the tunnel,
Imost certainly would choke to death from the heavy smoke
of the puff engines. The train had double engines. In a
few minutes, the t ra in they were wai t ing for came and
passed by swiftly. The brakeman and the conductor were
watching to make sure that Idid not get on the train again.
By that time, the engineer and firemen were aware of me,
so Idid not try to get on the train. Inoticed several pas¬
sengers looking out of the windows to see what was hap-
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pening. The train left, but Iremained standing near the
swi tch . Iwas ha l f f rozen. I t r ied to wa lk , bu t the snow
was too deep. The wind was blowing the fine snow, making
it hard for me to see where Iwas going.

S u d d e n l y I h e a r d a s h o t . I k n e w t h a t s o m e o n e m u s t
b e n e a r m e . F r o m t h e s o u n d I c o u l d t e l l t h a t i t w a s n o t
too far from where Iwas. So Iwaved my hand, then took
my cap and waved it. In afew minutes, Inoticed someone
w a l k i n g t o w a r d m e c a r r y i n g a g u n . I s t i l l c o n t i n u e d t o
wave. The person saw me waving and trying to walk to¬
w a r d h i m .

As we walked toward each other, Isaw aperson so bun¬
dled up in aheavy fur coat, the big collar turned up, that
Icould not see his face. When Iwas near enough to look
into his face, Inoticed he was aChinaman who was out
hunting. He had been working with the section gang for
the railroad. Itold him in my very broken English how I
came to be in this isolated spot. Ihad no overcoat and
Iwas so cold, Icould not speak clearly.

He immediately real ized my predicament and told me
that he had acabin not too far away, which he shared with
several other Chinamen. He helped me to walk to h is
cabin. But before he permitted me to come inside, he took
snow and rubbed my hands, and let me stay for awhile in
awood shed which was not heated, then he took me into
the cabin. Therein was astove shaped l ike abig bulging
belly. There were two more Chinamen in the cabin. The
h u n t e r m u s t h a v e r e l a t e d t h e i n c i d e n t t o t h e o t h e r t w o .

They were so friendly to me and each one tried to outdo the
o t h e r t o m a k e m e c o m f o r t a b l e .

They all worked as section hands for the railroads. They
had afive-gal lon jug of whiskey, and poured out alarge
glass of whiskey and handed it to me. The one whom I
firs t met s i )oke some Engl ish. I turned to h im and ex¬
plained politely that Idid not care for whiskey, but if they
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had it, would like hot coffee. They all began to talk among
themse l ves t ha t wh i ch I d i d no t unde rs tand . Howeve r,
they did not ask me again to drink the glass of whiskey,
but obliged me with hot coffee, and prepared apretty good
meal. They made me understand that Icould stay there
until the blizzard was over. They told me that they were
only six miles from Hosier, Wyoming, and that they were
planning to go early in the morning on their hand car to
th is smal l town and Icould r ide wi th them there. Ear ly
the next morning, notwi thstanding that i t was st i l l very
cold, we went on the hand car to the outskirts of town
where they let me off. I thanked them for their kindness
and hospitality, which perhaps saved me from freezing to
death. Ishall always cherish awarm memory of them the
remaining days of my life.

After Irelated to father and son the story of this expe¬
rience, we became very good friends, and they manifested
their utmost confidence in me which Iappreciated very
m u c h .

Once aweek the bo t t l e man came to the ce l l a r t o co l l ec t
the empty beer bott les that had accumulated during the
week. The young Chinaman helped him place them into
the wooden barrels from which they were taken. The cel¬
lar had the appearance of abottle factory, there were so
many bottles. The bottle man was the only one who came
and did not ask for adrink of whiskey. If he desired one
or more, he could have helped himself to adrink, as no one
would have censured him. He had been buying the bottles
from them for the past quarter of acentury and of course
was well known. Evidently he did not care for full bottles,
and must have been satisfied with the empty ones. There
was apossibility that he was an abstainer from strong
d r i n k s .

Idoubt ser ious ly i f the th ree propr ie to rs d rank , as I
never saw any of them take adrink in their establishment.
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They may have drunk in their homes, clubs, or elsewhere.
Because they were in the liquor business was no reason
that they themselves drank.

As my wages were not very much, Igladly accepted the
manager ’s invitation to make an extra dollar by working
every Saturday night from 7in the evening till midnight in
the serv ice bar. My work was to ass is t the bar tender
(whom I l iked very much) in the serv ice bar where we
served exclusively the large dining room. For this extra
Saturday serving work Iwas dressed in aspic and span
white starched jacket with ablack bow tie, and white apron
over my regular clothes. Istood behind the bar where we
served adozen or more wa i te rs d ressed in smar t b lack tux¬
edos, who in turn served the guests in the large and elab¬
orate dining room. The music and singing convinced us
everyone was merry, gay, and hilarious.

The pale-faced waiters with blood-shot eyes moved ner¬
vously but swiftly with their trays of distilled damnation
to and from the service bar and the dining room. There
was constant coming and going. Their language and ges¬
tures were neither noble nor elegant. Instinctively they
counted their tips to see what was their accumulation of
filthy lucre. ('They did not overlook me as Ireceived from
each waiter something for prompt service.) With immense
rel ief I looked forward to midnight, as Iwas gett ing t ired
o f t h e s t r e n u o u s w o r k .

The singing accompanied by music was intended to ex¬
cite lewd passions and thoughts. The shouts and laughter
of the crowd became louder, and the noise heightened as
the hour moved toward midnight. Friends would depart
with friends in cabs, and speed away, uttering unintelligible
w o r d s o n a c c o u n t o f t h e i r i n t o x i c a t e d c o n d i t i o n . I s a w
drunkards, derelicts, those despondent and in despair.
These were human wrecks, male and female. It was like a
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terrifying nightmare. Ialso saw men who sobered up and
found their money gone. They would stare into space in
miserable silence, bewilderment, shame and disgrace. Some
made the violent plunge into aChristless eternity.

As Istated previously, although Ihandled the “stuff,”
Idid not drink. Quite unintentionally and unconsciously,
directly and indirectly, Ihelped those enslaved creatures
to strong drink and to the road that leads to wreck and
ruin, broken hearts and broken homes. Naturally, the en¬
vironments and associates were not conducive to the up¬
building of character and lofty ideals. They were the rep¬
resentatives of evil, debasement and abnormality. Irecall
one particular case of aman who was an associate editor
of anewspaper. He was so addicted to drinking that he
made afool of himself. Many times he had to be led out
and taken to his home. Several times some of his family
came to the rear or side door and inquired if he was in the
saloon. In those days, very rarely would awoman be seen
in asaloon. Sometimes they would come in through the
rear door, but immediately would be asked to leave. Iwas
amazed, astonished and terrified that alcohol could have
such agrip on people. It was shocking and inconceivable
that smart, educated people could be made slaves to whis¬
key.

When Ifirst came to town, Ihad intended to secure ajob
and positively settle down. However, now Iwas going to
quit my job, and leave town,

the rocks. Musing, Ithought, “I can restore myself
All my plans were dashed

u p o n
to ahealthy condition and rid myself of ‘wanderlust’.”

greatly depressed, but realized that Icould not continue
I

w a s _

bottling whiskey. Imust quit this job that Ihad held for
ayear and ahalf. Ileft Denver for anywhere. By that
time I, who was accustomed to alife moderated by the
strict laws of the Jewish religion, had drifted completely
into materialism. Idid not even observe “Yorzait” (the
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anniversary of the death of my father) by going to the
sjmagogue to say “Kaddish” (prayer recited for the dead),
which is said on each anniversary after death of parents,
even by irreligious Jews.
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C H A P T E R V I

F R O M D E S P E R A T I O N T O D A W N

Iarrived in Pittsburgh almost in despair and began walk¬
ing the st reets a imlesslJ^ My l i fe was adai ly s t ruggle,
and Irealized the inevitable consequences that were to fol¬
low. Unless something happened very quickly, Icontem¬
plated ending it all. Imade avow with myself that before
the sun went down, Iwould carry out my plan.

In my desperate moments while sitting in apark, it be¬
gan to rain rather hard. Ileft the park and walked toward
the r iver. Inot iced alarge awning and inst inct ively went
under the awning for shelter from the rain. Iwas not ex¬
actly afraid of getting wet, as that was the least of my
worries, but simply reacted as ahuman being.

Suddenly my eyes were arrested by asign on the door
in Hebrew let ters. I t read, “Bruching Haboim” (Blessed
are those who enter here). And as Iturned, Inoticed on
the large plate glass window another sign in large golden
le t te rs , a lso in Hebrew, wh ich read “YESHUA HA-MO-
C H I - A C H - G O A I L Y I S R O A I L ” ( J e s u s C h r i s t i s I s r a e l ’ s
Messiah). At once Irealized that this was aHebrew mis¬
sion, aplace where “Meshumodim” (Jews who annihilated
themselves by Christian baptism) and Jewish missionaries
lived. They believed that Jesus is their God and were try¬
ing to make other Jews believe Jesus to be their God. My
inner man recoiled, since Ihad been reared from childhood
to hate and despise “Meshumodim.” Here in this place
they wanted Jews to renounce their religion and accept
C h r i s t i a n i t y. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g , I h a d n o t o b s e r v e d t h e
teaching and inculcation of my fathers up to this decisive
moment. I resolved before making the v io lent p lunge to
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do something that would outweigh all the deeds that were
not pleasing to God. Iwould redeem myself . Iwould re¬
pent, and ask God for forgiveness. Iwould enter the mis¬
sion and utterly denounce its directors. The more Ithought,
the more hatred and contempt for them increased. Ire¬
p e a t e d t o m y s e l f , t h e y a r e “ M e s h u m o d i m ” ; t h e y a r e

M a u m r i m ” ( t h e y c h a n g e d t h e i r r e l i g i o n ) ; t h e y a r e
Poosheh Yisroailim” (sinners in Israel); they are responsi¬

ble for all the anti-Semitism that exists in the world. They
are the ones who implanted hate for the Jews among the
nations. They want us Jews to betray our faith but the

Meshumodim” will never succeed. Only adegenerate will
stoop to such alow level, and change his religion. Every¬
one has contempt for adeserter.

Ibecame so angry and fu r ious tha t Iwan ted to p i ck
up abrick from the sidewalk and hurl it through the large
plate glass window (Some of the sidewalks in the large
eastern cit ies were paved with red bricks, yea, in many
places they were loose). The window was covered with
large heavy curtains, so that no one could look inside and
see what was taking place.

Suddenly, notwi thstanding that i t was covered with a
thick heavy curtain, Igathered courage and fortitude, feel¬
ing that Ihad nothing to lose, since this was to be my last
day upon this earth anyway. Also, Iwould do something
worthwhile which would stimulate and uphold the banner
of the “Torah” (God’s divine law, the Old Testament). Too,
it would discourage the “Meshumodim” from pursuing such
d i a b o l i c a l w o r k .

It stopped raining. As Iwas ready to place my hand
upon the door knob, fear again came into my heart and
possessed me. It brought to mind what the doctors of the
Talmud had said concerning anyone who enters aplace
where JESUS is worshiped as God: “When aman runs
after another man to kill him, and when aman is pursued

< <

i *

i t
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by apoisonous serpent to bite him, he can enter into ahouse
of apagan, but under no circumstances shall he enter into
ahouse of aJewish Christian, because the Jewish Christian
knew God, but denied Him, while the pagan does not know
God, therefore denies Him.” And too, “No sacrifice is ac¬
cepted from a“Meshumod” (a baptized Jew) nor have they
any respite from the eternal doom, in Gehinnom, the doors
of gehennah are forever closed behind Meshumodim.” (The
Adversary, the Devil, Satan, is constantly on the spot. He
fights for each individual life, lest he turn to JESUS and
be saved! If the church would fight only half as hard and
as zealously as Satan does, there would be aSPIRITUAL
R E V O L U T I O N . )

Unexpectedly the door opened before me and aman in
his late sixties, neatly dressed, his head covered with silken
hair, and with asmile on his smooth shaven face, looked
at me with searching eyes as he began to pull up the heavy
awning. Consciously or unconsciously, Isaid to that el¬
derly man, “Let me help you pull up the heavy awning; or
better still, Iwill do it myself.” Idid it and he thanked me
very kindly for such adeed, in helping an old man, and
asked me to come in i f Iwished. He expressed agreat
desire to meet and get acquainted with me. He already
impressed me as akind and gent le man. Iaccepted h is
invitation but as he went inside, Ihesitated outside. This
Ithought to myself, “I will come in all right and tell you
what Ireally think.” I intended to say to him, “You are a
miss ionary who bears test imony to the Messiahship of
Ch r i s t among the Jew ish peop le . ” I f u r t he r t hough t t o
myself , “As Ispeak, Iwi l l put my indignat ion and embit-
terment on every word that Iwil l say concerning JESUS,
and the ‘Meshumodim’ who accepted Him as their Messiah.

At the outset, Ishal l begin by saying, “I acknowledge
that I, as aJew, have desecrated the Holy Sabbath, the die¬
tary laws. Ihave not observed the services of God in the

9 f
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I h a v e n o t e v e n a t t e n d e d s e r v i c e s t h e t h r e es y n a g o g u e ,

times ayear that most of the Jews who do not attend any
o t h e r s e r v i c e s a t t e n d . I h a v e t r o d d e n u n d e r f o o t ‘ R o s h -

Hashona’ (New Year), ‘Yom Kippur ’ (Day of Atonement).
Yet Idid not change the God of Israel and accept another
God, astrange God.” In my heart I fe l t that noth ing he
or anyone else could say, or would say, could nullify my
faith in the “Torah Kakdosha” (the Holy Scriptures, Old
Testament). Iheld him responsible for al l the calamitie.s
t h a t h a d b e f a l l e n t h e J e w s . “ Y o u ‘ M e s h u m o d i m ’ a r e r e ¬

sponsible for the ‘pogroms’ inflicted upon innocent Jewish
men, women and children; you and your kind are account¬
able for the heinous crimes committed again and again
aga ins t you r f o rmer co - re l i g i on i s t s . ” Yes , Iwou ld say,
“All the crimes and bloodshed were because of you and your
kind. You claimed to have been in the ‘Yeshivah’ (Rab¬
binical College) and sat at the feet of pious and holy men.
of eminent rabbis. Now your family, relatives and friends
have rooted you out from their hearts and erased you from
their memory, and cast you out as aleper. You sold your
soul for amess of pottage. Ihad seen with my own eyes
what the Christ ian (every non-Jew is regarded by aJew
a s a C h r i s t i a n ) d i d t o t h e J e w s i n R u s s i a . T h e J e w s h a v e
been driven from pillar to post for centuries, cursed, mas¬
s a c r e d a n d h u n t e d l i k e w i l d b e a s t s . ” I w a n t e d t o r e m i n d

him that the Jews pronounce the 12th of the “EIGHTEEN
B E N E D I C T I O N S ” f o r t h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e B A P T I Z E D
J E W S , T H R E E T I M E S D A I L Y.

Iwondered what induced h im, who cou ld have com¬
manded aprominent position as arabbi in the synagogue
or ateacher in arabbinical college, apride and glory among
Israel, to choose to tread such adangerous path, despised,
rejected and spit upon! Yet, something caused me to go
in. As Icame into that Hebrew mission, there was no one
there except the aged man Ihad met at the door and for
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whom Ipulled up the awning-. The furniture consisted of
alarge table, several chairs and abookshelf which did not
impress me very much.

Apecul iar, indescribable feel ing came over me as we
s h o o k h a n d s a n d h e e x t e n d e d m e t h a t t r a d i t i o n a l g r e e t i n g
among the Jewish people, “Sholom Alaichem” (Peace be
with you). He said, “I noticed that your clothes are alittle
wet. Take off your coat and sit down awhile and get dry.”
He remarked rather humorously that i f i t had not been
raining, Iprobably would not have taken shelter under his
awning. “But you happened to want to be shielded from
the rain and just as you were about to leave, Icame out
to pull up the awning. You desired to help an old man by
offering to do akind deed. Otherwise we probably would
n o t h a v e m e t e a c h o t h e r. ” I a n s w e r e d , “ I t i s a r a t h e r
strange way to meet!” His approach and tender tone of
voice softened my feeling toward him and Idid not wish
to say to him the things Ihad planned.

This man with whom Inow fel t somewhat acquainted,
asked me what sort of a“ landsman” (fel low-townsman) I
was, where Ilived originally and in what section of the old
count ry. I to ld h im my name and where Iwas born. He
said to me, “I thought you must have come from that part
of Europe. Id iscerned that f rom the way you talk Yid¬
dish.” He remarked, “You see, Icame from that part of
the country forty-five years ago.” He then inquired i f I
w a s e v e r i n S l a b o d k e w h e r e t h a t f a m o u s “ S l a b o d k e Y e -

shivah” (Rabbinical College) was located. I told him that
Ihad never been in that town, but that Iknew all about
that great seat of learning, as my teacher attended the same
“Yesh ivah . ” Rabb is o f g rea t eminence g radua ted f rom
that “Yeshivah” and were holding rabbinates all over the
w o r l d .

As soon as Imentioned the name of my teacher, his face
lit up and he exclaimed with emotion. “He was my class-
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mate and the sharpest Talmudic scholar in the school. He
r a n k e d fi r s t i n Ta l m u d i c l i t e r a t u r e ,
was the outstanding rabbinical college in the world in which
to study the Talmud.

The Talmud (traditional Jewish Law) was not composed
at one time, and is not the writing of one man, but was
written by hundreds of Jewish scholars, who lived in var¬
ious countries during aperiod of almost 1000 years. Writ¬
ing of the Talmud began soon after the return of the Jews
from Babylonian captivity, several hundred years before
Christ. The Talmud consists of two general divisions: the
Mishnah,” acommentary on the Old Testament, and the
Gemara,” akind of superstructure on the foundation of

the “Mishnah” which contains countless laws, explanations,
commentaries, maxims, witty sayings, and agreat many
other explainable and unexplainable sayings on anything
and everything. The doctor of the Talmud compared the
Talmud to amighty ocean because of its vastness.

Strange as it may seem, the vicious, vindictive things
which Iheld toward the director of this mission were one
by one leaving my heart. But Istill was bitter in regard
to the violent persecution of the Jews. Before Ihad time
to express myself, he beat me to the punch so to speak, and
took the wind out of my sails by remarking, “With horror
and indignation, Icondemn the ‘Pogroms’ of the Jews, the
brutality, torturing and murdering of innocent Jewish men,
women and children. Such atrocities must be condemned,
and Ishall continue as aChristian to condemn these un¬
c i v i l i zed ac t s ,
many who called themselves Christians did not condemn
those who have sanctioned, commanded and perpetrated
the massacre of the Jews. They are not Christians, they
are not imitating the pattern of .Jesus. Jesus said, atrue
Christian must love even his enemies.
Semitism, and Ias ahumble follower of the meek and lowly

f f ( iS l a b o d k e Ye s h i v a h 9 T
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He further said, “I grant, unfortunately.

I d e p l o r e a n t i -
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one, the Mo-chi-ach (Messiah), am doing all Ican to help
uproot this great evil. Love is, and must be, the controlling
element of aChristian’s every action.”

Suddenly, he took out his big watch from his vest pocket
and exclaimed, “It is six o’clock and the sun has already set.
It is getting dark. We’d better go and get something to
eat. Iam very hungry and probably you are also. Come
a n d b e m y g u e s t a t s u p p e r. I k n o w a g o o d r e s t a u r a n t
where we can enjoy awholesome meal and relax.”

Those words, THE SUN HAS ALREADY SET, brought
to my mind the covenant Ihad made with myself, that
before the SUN SETS, Iwould carry out my desperate act.
But now it was past. The contemplated covenant of self-
destruction gave way that moment to anew covenant—TO
L I V E O N A N D B E U S E F U L , H E L P F U L , TO B E A J O Y
T O G O D A N D A B L E S S I N G T O M Y F E L L O W M E N . T h e
new covenant, by the grace of God, Ihoped to scrupulously
keep till the end of my journey.

Isaid to the missionary, “Did we talk so long that the
sun has already set?” He said, “Yes, and you did all the
ta lk ing , wh ich was in teres t ing indeed. You must come
back by all means.” By our discussion (if it could be called
adiscussion) Iwas delayed and prevented from carrying
out my plan. In reality, such likely saved my life and even¬
tually saved my soul. It now appeared to be the plan of
the A lmigh ty K ing , the Prov idence o f God. And Isa id .

You are right, we are both hungry.” So we went into a
restaurant. Before we began to eat, he bowed his head
and gave thanks for the food, which Ihad not done for so
long. Notwithstanding that Ihad been taught to say grace,
even before Icould talk clearly, Ihad almost forgotten how
to pray. After the meal we talked and he told me to visit
h im aga in . Then he asked i f Iwas work ing . I t o ld h im
that Ihad worked in apool hall, but quit and was not work¬
ing now. He inquired if Iwould like to work in afood proc-

i t
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essing plant, as he could secure my employment there with¬
out any difficulty. Iconsented and was immediately em¬
ployed. Although Ihad to work long hours, Idid not mind
because it was respectable work.

Several days later, Iagain visited him. He inquired if
Iliked my new work. Itold him Iwas catching on and
were it not for the rather long hours, Iwould l ike it. He
asked if Iwould like to see “Les Miserables.” He said he
knew the titanic master of French romance, Victor Hugo,
who wrote “Les Miserables.” As ayoung man and student
in Paris, France, he had met him and later read his works.
Iwas impressed that my friend knew Victor Hugo, the
g rea tes t l i t e ra r y figu re o f F rance . I assu red h im Iwas
flattered by the invitation to see such afine entertaining
picture.

Iasked him if he would take his family. He replied, “I
am not married.” Itold him that Ihad one opinion as to
why he changed his religion. He had fallen in love with a
pretty non-Jewish girl and she would not marry him until
he changed his religion. He smiled, and immediately
changed the subject, saying he did not get me the job in
the food processing plant in order that Imight come to
the Hebrew mission, but because he did not want me to
work in apool hall, even if he never saw me again. At first
Iwas alittle suspicious, but soon found out that he had my
welfare at heart. Our acquaintance ripened into true
fr iendship.

One summer, Friday evening, the missionary told me
that he was going to speak to the Jews in Yiddish in the
Jewish section. He asked if Iwould like to come. He ex¬
plained he did not expect many Jews to listen but the few
who did would probably ask questions. Itold him Iwould,
but might leave if he was ridiculed or attacked. Ihoped
that for his sake everything would go well.

We a r r i ved a t ace r ta in s t ree t co rner. Abou t adozen
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Jews assembled. He had not been speaking more than
three or four minutes when suddenly, without any provoca¬
tion, amiddle aged Jewish woman threw aboard from an
upstairs window which hit him in the face and immediately
caused his nose to bleed. Standing on the sidewalk, Ipicked
up abrick and was ready to throw it at the woman. The
missionary, with one hand holding ahandkerchief over his
nose trying to stop the bleeding, reached out his other hand
to stay my hand from throwing the brick, and told me under
no c i rcumstance shou ld I th row i t . He c r ied , “Throw i t
down, Iwould not think of having her arrested, as she did
it ignorantly.” Ithought that was going too far and the
woman should be ar rested and prosecuted. I remember
his remarks: “What would HE do, af ter whose glor ious
name Iam called CHRISTIAN ?Do you think for one mo¬
m e n t t h a t t h e S U F F E R I N G S E R V A N T O F J E H O V A H , o f
whom the prophet Isaiah speaks, and who was led as a
lamb to the slaughter, would do that? In his humiliation he
opened not his mouth but humbled himself, and became obe¬
dient unto death, yea, even the death of the cross, to die
for your sins and mine. On the cross he said, ‘Father for¬
give them.’ He did not only himself forgive, but he also
asked the Father to forgive them. It cannot be right in the
sight of the Lord for aChristian who speaks in the Mes¬
s iah ’s name to have one a r res ted ,
haps it is amisunderstanding rather than murder that
prompted that Jewess to do me violence. Iam no better
than my blessed Lord who was made atarget of scorn, ridi¬
cule, abuse and finally was put to death.” He said that he
had learned 40 years ago that the Messiah has already come
a n d t h a t h i s n a m e i s J E S U S .

The incident of the missionary had atelling effect upon
m e . I f o u n d i t d i f fi c u l t t o e r a s e f r o m m y m e m o r y t h e
things Ihad seen and heard! Icontinued to work at the

N O ! N O ! N O ! P e r -
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food processing plant, and came occasionally to the Hebrew
m i s s i o n .

One day he told me something that crushed my heart
and ground it to dust. He said that when the news reached
h is mo the r t ha t he had been BAPTIZED in t he Se ine R i ve r
in Paris, France, she immediately left her home to go to
Paris. However, she never reached her destination. Be¬
cause of terrible grief and sorrow, she had aheart attack
and died on the train. Like any other pious mother among
the Jews (in those days especially) who had ason attend¬
ing a“Yeshivah,” she hoped, prayed, wished and longed to
see her son become aleader among the Jewish people. No
greater aspiration can be desired by aJewish mother. But
what grieved him most was that she died without the joy
of salvation and the hope of eternal life.

Isaid, “Then in reality, your act of being baptized killed
your beloved mother. Hence you are responsible for her
death.” He replied that Jesus himself, not through an an¬
gel, not through aprophet, not through his disciples, pro¬
claimed, “He that loveth father and mother more than me,
is not worthy of me.” That he, as aJew, joyfully sub¬
mitted to baptism was full proof that he had the faith and
fortitude to follow his Master all the way. He said to me,
Should you ever yield and accept Jesus as the Mo-chi-ach

(Mess iah ) , you w i l l be BAPTIZED IN GLAD SUBMIS¬
SION, regardless of the consequences to yourself or to oth¬
e r s .

i t
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Isaid, “God forbid that Ishould go through such asevere
test. Ibetter not even think of it, as such could NEVER
happen to me.” Nothwithstanding that Ihad acquired
great respect for that old sage, admired him for his honesty
and his integrity, and was convinced he was not looking for
fame or fortune, nevertheless, Ifelt Icould NEVER SUB¬
MIT TO BAPTISM. Nothing, no nothing could lure me
to take that fatal step. The mere mention of that word
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BAPTISM filled me with horror, rage and contempt. It
shook my foundation. No other act or word but BAPTISM

account for such tremendous curses being pronouncedc a n

by one Jew on another. Every BAPTIZED Jew is faced
with the accusation that he is mentally irresponsible for
the step he has taken, or that he has adegenerate mind.

On my every visit to the Hebrew mission, the missionary
quoted from the Scriptures proving that Jesus is the
Christ of God, and Iadmit it was powerful and persuading.
Yet, these did not have as much weight and influence upon

the remarkable incidents that we have already men-m e a s

tioned. Although Iwas exposed to this teaching for some
months and finally told the missionary Ibelieved his teach¬
ing, Ifelt Icould never make the sacrifice of giving up my
religion. Idid not want to be guilty of bringing the curse
of God upon myself and disgrace upon my family. Idid
not want to murder my mother as the missionary had (my
father was dead). The treacherous act of being BAP¬
T I Z E D W O U L D M O S T C E R TA I N LY K I L L m y m o t h e r ,
and of that Iwould never want to be guilty. My patience
was tested to the utmost. Frankly, Imust confess Ihated
to quit my job in that food processing plant and leave town,
but there seemed no other alternative, except to sever our
relationship to avoid any further sight and influence of a
man who proclaimed such destructive philosophy for me
o r f o r o t h e r J e w s — B E B A P T I Z E D .

Iwas deeply saddened to think that our wonderful friend¬
ship should come to an end. However, Iexpressed my
gratitude for his patience and kindness. As aman, his ac¬
tion had been so different from what one would have ex¬
pected. He answered, “Before Ibecame aChristian, a
BAPTIZED believer in JESUS, as the Mo-chi-ach (Mes¬
siah), Iwould not have acted thus. But taking HIM into
your heart changes one completely.” Ileft town, but many
thoughts and questionings kept pursuing me!
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C H A P T E R V I I

P A S S I N G T H E A C I D T E S T

After some t ime, Iarr ived in Denver and tr ied harder
than ever to settle down. By now Ihad picked up the Eng¬
lish language and could speak it fairly well but read with
great difficulty. Isecured employment in aJewish bakery
which also handled dietary products, such as milk, cheese,
cream, etc. The Jewish proprietor was Orthodox and closed
his bakery during the whole week of the Passover. He
placed asign in the window notifying the public that it was
aJewish holiday, the Passover, and his bakery would be
closed during that period of eight days, primarily for quite
a f e w n o n - J e w i s h c u s t o m e r s .

Among the non-Jewish customers was acertain man who
often came at night. My work was in the evening, and
sometimes Iassisted in waiting on customers. This gentle¬
m a n c a m e i n a n d I w a i t e d o n h i m . H e s a i d , “ I s e e w h e r e
you are going to celebrate the Passover and eat ‘MATZO’
(unleavened bread).” He said the word “Matzo” with such
perfect pronunciation that it amazed me, as Iassumed that
he was anon-Jew. To my further astonishment, he said
that he could read Hebrew, as he studied the Biblical lan¬
guage while in college. He told me that not far from the
bakery, on the corner of the next block, was located achurch
building and he was the minister of the congregation. “I
am sure you have passed it many times when you went
d o w n t o w n .

Irepl ied, “I know quite well where the church is, and
have passed by anumber of t imes.” He warmly inv i ted
me to visit his study at any time. It would be apleasure
f o r h i m t o t a l k t o s o m e o n e i n H e b r e w. A l s o , h e w a n t e d
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l o s h o w m e s e v e r a l H e b r e w b o o k s . I t o l d h i m I w o u l d n o t
work during Passover week, and would be happy to visit
h i s o f fi c e .

Instead of going to the synagogue to say “Yiskor” (me¬
morial for the departed soul of my father), Iwent to see
this man who said he was apreacher. As Iapproached the
church, Inoticed several people coming out of the preach¬
er ’s study and thought perhaps he was busy. But Iwas
certain that he was not observing the Jewish Passover holi¬
day by conducting services. He noticed me as he was bid¬
ding ayoung couple best wishes, and asked me to come right
into his study. He had just united acouple in marriage.
He asked i f Iwas marr ied and I repl ied “No.”

As Iwalked in, he requested that Ibe seated in the chair
wffiere he had been sitting. Ideclined, but he insisted that
Icomply wdth h is w ish . A f te r look ing a round, I compl i¬
mented him in respect to his huge library, and for several
books in Hebrew. He told me that he acquired those books
over aperiod of many years. He remarked that the more
h e r e a d a n d s t u d i e d t h e m o r e h e f o u n d o u t h o w l i t t l e h e
k n e w . H e s h o w e d m e t h e O l d Te s t a m e n t i n t h e H e b r e w
which he used in co l lege; a lso the “Br i th-Hachadosho”
(New’ Testament) in the Hebrew’.

Itold him that Iknew’ quite well the “Brith-Hachadosho”
and had studied i t considerably. Also, Iwas deeply im¬
pressed by the Sermon on the Mount. It would be heaven
on earth i f i t were carr ied out only in ameasure. Iwas
also profoundly impressed when Iread of the crucifixion
of Jesus. I thought i t w’as terr ib le. What impressed me
most was that in the midst of the insult and savage cries
of the mult i tude, Jesus manifested no hatred, bitterness
or revenge. On the contrary, he not only forgave them
himself, but also asked the Father to forgive. Itold him
frank ly that the demarcat ion l ine w'as BAPTISM. Bap¬
tism is an almost insurmountable obstacle to aJew in ac-
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cepting JESUS as the Mo-chi-ach (Messiah) for BAPTISM
cuts him off effect ively from the Jews. Were i t not for
bapt ism, Iwould have embraced Chr is t ian i ty. That fa ta l
step (baptism) taken by aJew is not easily forgotten. The
family will mourn for him as if he were dead. Pious Jews
wil l “si t-Shivah” for them, removing their shoes, putt ing
on a foo t cove r ing made o f some ma te r i a l o the r t han
leather, as is the Orthodox Jewish custom when amember
of the family dies. They sit for seven days on the floor,
boxes, or remove the cush ions f rom the i r fu rn i tu re to
mourn their loss. These weeks of intensive mourning are
called “sitt ing-Shivah.

When aJew is BAPTIZED, he becomes arenegade, trai¬
tor, an outcast, and is depicted in the darkest colors as a
mor ta l enemy to h is fo rmer co- re l ig ion is ts . The who le
horizon of Jewish thought is filled with utter contempt for
abap t i zed Jew. Bap t i sm to aJew symbo l i zes the ve ry
essence of Christ iani ty. Truth, knowledge, just ice, pr in¬
ciple, etc., are dissolved and smothered by hate at the mere
mention of “SCHMAD” (BAPTISM). Frankly and candidly,
Itold my new fr iend that Icould not bring myself to the
point where Ias aJew could submit to baptism. He read¬
ily admitted he knew it was hard for aJew to obey the
Lord, but he had no idea what it really meant for one to
accept JESUS as the Christ, and be buried with him in
BAPTISM, unt i l Ihad exp la ined i t .

From the first meet ing, our acquaintance turned into
real warm fr iendship. He invi ted me to his home many
t imes, where his gracious wife and charming daughters
gave me wonderful reception. Whenever Icame, they in¬
sisted Istay for lunch, or supper. His wife, besides being a
wonderful hostess, was an excellent cook. Above all they
were adevoted Chr is t ian fami ly. His genuine f r iendship
was abundantly confirmed in various ways.

In our fur ther d iscussions, I to ld him that Ihad heard
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of several religious organizations, and all said they were
Christians, yet each one was in sharp contrast with the
others. One religion thought that it was imperative to
study the “Catechism.” Another religious sect stressed
the necessity of having an “experience.” Still another
taught that we must keep the “Sabbath” (Saturday). I
could not see how so many different patterns could all pos¬
sibly be right. Instead of satisfaction, this caused me con¬
sternation and confusion and left me in astate of bewil¬
d e r m e n t .

The preacher. Brother C. A. McDonald, who proved to
be agreat lover of Israel, said to me, “Mr. Eckstein, Iam
identified with the i>eople called ‘The Church of Christ’ be¬
cause o f the i r name and the i r c la im to take the B ib le a lone
as their only rule of faith and practice. Iregard all BAP¬
TIZED believers (Mark 16:15-16) as members of the same
body and there should be ‘no division among them.’ The
New Testament provides everything we need as to leader¬
ship, government, method of work, worship and edification.
Human names and creeds are repugnant to God. Ideplore
divis ions, str i fe, spl i ts, sects which have weakened the
church and become the greatest curse in Christendom. The
damaging effect is sending countless souls to perdition.

BAPTISM is essential to salvation; it is no human aspi¬
r a t i o n b u t d i v i n e r e v e l a t i o n a n d d e c l a r a t i o n . I t w a s c o m ¬
manded by JESUS in the scriptures. It is the inviolable
Word of God. No one can modify or move its position by
ahairsbreadth; neither amend nor revise; it cannot be soft¬
ened or toned down.” He emphatically stated to me, “After
careful study and prudent investigation of the scriptures,
you will see that you must be BAPTIZED FOR THE RE¬
MISSION OF YOUR SINS. We must be loyal to God’s
Word, obedient to his Son, and manifest faith and courage
in the face of sneers, jeers, opposition and contempt. By

i t
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his help we become capable of rising above the difficult
conditions that human imagination can conceive.”

As an ambassador of Christ, Imust tell the message of
his love unflinchingly and uncompromisingly, trying to en¬
l ighten sou ls to the fac t that un less they are ‘TWICE
BORN’ they cannot hope for eternal life.” In our conver¬
sation he clung tightly to the subject of what the scrip¬
tures teach concerning the new birth, trying to impress
upon me the duty of everyone to seek the truth. That is
e x a c t l y w h a t I w a s , a t r u t h s e e k e r. B u t t h i n g s b e g a n
crowding me. I t came into my mind, “You hope to see
you r be loved mo the r. Don ’ t you? You l ove you r dea r
mother. Don’t you? Jehovah says, to ‘honor your father
and mo the r. ’ Tha t commandmen t i s so impor tan t t ha t
there is alegacy attached to it, ‘that thy days may be long.'
How can you ever face her?” Icould almost hear her say.
“My son, have pity on me, Ithat gave you birth and nour¬
ished you. Ikindled the fire of the .Jewish spirit in your
young heart, and now you are tearing my heart out and
throwing it to the dogs. Your pious father, ‘olev Hasho-
iem’ (upon him be peace—added after mentioning the name
of the deceased person), would not rest in his grave,
could envision the expression of grief, extreme sorrow and
agony on her face, knowing Iwould bring into our humble
but holy home, sorrow, gloom and sadness to reign, until
o u r C r e a t o r w o u l d t a k e m e t o t h e e t e r n a l w o r l d . T h e s e
thoughts and many more revolved in my mind and Irealized
the tremendous importance of that solemn and sacred rite,
BAPTISM. I t is the breaking of affi l ia t ion between son
and parents, bringing humiliation, sorrow, yea, even pos¬
sibly causing their death.

Before Isubmitted myself to obey the Lord in BAPTISM,
the resistance and the hosti l i ty toward baptism not only
fil led my heart, but was overflowing. Igrapple for words
to express the indignation. Isaiah prophesied that when

< <
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the Mo-chi-ach (Messiah) came, he would be “despised
and rejected of men.
tu res , Iwas s t ruck w i th what aper fec t sense o f o rder,
clarity and compelling force JESUS spoke to Nicodemus,
aman of great learning, wealth and influence; one of the
leading men in the Jewish nation at that t ime, that he
MUST BE BORN AGAIN.” Jesus also said, “I AM THE

WAY, T H E T R U T H A N D T H E L I F E . N o m a n c o m e t h
unto the Father but by me” (John 14:6).

Peter on the day of Pentecost pleaded with his former
co-religionists to repent of their dead works (of the law,
and traditions of men) toward God and faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ, placing themselves in the Lord’s will, under
the yoke of his law, and “BE BAPTIZED FOR THE RE¬
M I S S I O N O F T H E I R S I N S .

Unquestionably one of the most important verses in the
Bible (Jews generally avoid using the expression “Old Tes¬
tament” as it implies the recognition of alater divine mes¬
sage, the New Testament) is found in Deut. 6:4, “HEAR, 0
I S R A E L : T H E L O R D O U R G O D I S O N E L O R D . ” W h e n
aJew is in mortal danger, he will cry out that verse.

Iwas to ld tha t dur ing the fi rs t Wor ld War, when the
Americans made an attack on the German lines, sometimes
acry was heard in the Hebrew tongue of the above verse,
and thereby perhaps, he was saved from death. That verse
is also said several times daily in their prayers. So you
can see the insight and the true meaning that verse holds
to aJew. Yes, the importance and great significance are
t r e m e n d o u s !

Yet , when I thought of that verse, Jesus immediate ly
came into my mind, and Icould see him hanging on the
cross dying in agony. Also, Icould hear him say, “ I t is
hard for thee to kick against the pricks.” Also the words
that were spoken to that eminent thornbearer, the apostle

f f

As Ikept on studying the scrip-
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Paul, “Why tarriest thou, arise, and be baptized, and wash
away thy sins calling on the name of the Lord.

Isaid to myself, “I cannot stand it any longer, Isimply
MUST obey the Lord in BAPTISM, regardless of the con¬
sequences to myself or to others. Jesus said, ‘He that lov-
eth father and mother more than me is not worthy of me.’
Imust ar ise, and be BAPTIZED.

Imade my decision right then and there, Iwas not go¬
ing to tar ry any longer. Yes, Imust fo l low JESUS, the
M o - c h i - a c h ( M e s s i a h ) i n B A P T I S M . M y s i n s a n d l o s t
condition were manifest in HIS CROSS, and through His
death upon that CROSS, my redemption was obtained, as¬
suring me of eternal l i fe. Asudden glory passed through
my soul, and instead of hatred—love; instead of bondage—
freedom; instead of death—life, salvation, resurrection and
heavenly treasure. Icould not sleep that night, and could
hardly wait till morning. Yes, Iwaited joyfully for that
momentous moment, to be buried with my Lord in BAP¬
T I S M .

Iphoned Brother C. A. McDonald and told him of my de¬
cision. He exclaimed, “Praise the Lord!” As Iprepared to
be BAPTIZED, Isa id , “ Is there anyone (as there were
several that had gathered) who happens to have amatch,
or toothpick, or apointed l i t t le piece of wood?” He and
the others were amazed, and the preacher said in his aston¬
ishment, that although he had no match, toothpick, or thin
pointed piece of wood, he would get it for me. But what
did Iwant wi th such athing at th is very moment before
being BAPTIZED? He was perplexed, and so were the
others. Ifelt solemnly serious, and replied, “You all know
that Iwork in abakery and dough gets under my finger¬
nails. Ido not want anything to be between me and the
w a t e r a s I w a n t t o h a v e a F U L L I M M E R S I O N , t h a t m y
whole body should be touched by water when Iam buried
with my Lord in BAPTISM.” To me that was not aminor

9 9
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matter. Tearfully, they all concurred with me and some¬
one brought apointed piece of wood since all understood
my feeling.

The great day was April 9, 1920. After Iconfessed the
sweetest name of Jesus and arose from the liquid grave,
my soul was overwhelmed with joy and gladness; old things
seemed passed away, and new things were before me! I
heard aword exc la imed that thr i l led my soul , that Id id
not hear dur ing our near ly three months of s tudy and
f r iendsh ip . That one word, “BROTHER” Eckste in . Pre¬
viously, Brother McDonald always addressed me Mr. Eck¬
stein. Oh, how sweet and precious! One asked me to say
afew words. Isa id, Icould only express wi th the words
of the poet: when the earth would be turned into paper,
and every drop of water would be turned into ink, and every
human being becoming awriter, they could not begin to
write of the great blessing, joy, hope and peace that came
into my heart! Glory be to his Name! Matchless is his
power! Marvelous is his grace!

Iarose from the liquid grave to walk in newness of life
where the saints are at peace and where God in holiness gets
g lo ry. However, as a fo rmer Jew, Iconnected BAPTISM
with horror and fear beyond human explanation. Fantastic
allegories had been inculcated and ingrained into my mind
from early childhood. Hence, legions of legends had been
f o r m e d c o n c e r n i n g “ S C H M A D ” ( B A P T I S M ) . T h e r e f o r e ,
Ithought something mysterious would happen to me. For
example Imight find some mark on my forehead, such as
aCROSS, or my color may have changed to purple. There¬
fore, Iasked Brother McDonald if he had alooking glass.
Again, he became more bewildered, puzzled and nonplussed
t h a n w h e n I a s k e d f o r a t o o t h p i c k , o r a s m a l l p i e c e o f
pointed wood just before my BAPTISM. Now Iasked him
f o r a m i r r o r ? H e t o l d m e t h e r e w a s a m i r r o r a t t h e e n ¬

trance of his study, only afew feet from the entrance to
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the baptistry. Like alittle child, Iwalked at avery slow
pace, nervously as my heart was thumping. Ifinally came
to the door where the mirror was hung. Gradually, Icame
nearer and nearer, and then with one grand kind of aswing,
Icame into ful l v iew of the mirror. Suddenly, Isaw my¬
self in the looking glass. The same old familiar face, noth¬
ing had changed, nothing had happened. Then with a
broad smile and adeep sigh of relief, Iexclaimed, “Nothing
has happened to Brother Eckstein.” Truly joy and glad¬
ness filled my soul. That incident did not necessarily mean
that my faith had lessened or dimmed, but on the contrary
it had been strengthened (II Cor. 5:17). Truly, supersti¬
tions, ignorance, fear of foolish mysteries had completely
disappeared. All became new. His name be praised. Then
Brother McDonald and all the rest realized why Iasked for
amirror and again blessed tears were shed for the grace
of God which was manifested toward us. Icould not have
hoped to be delivered by my own strength, but the Lord
delivered me! Glory be to His name. Matchless is Hi.s
power. Marvelous is His grace. Arise and walk in liberty!
B l e s s G o d !

After the heart veil was lifted, my heart was so much
inflamed, like the apostle Paul, my Jewish Christian broth¬
er, Iwanted to tell my brethren of the gospel of Christ. If
the type was precious because it prefigured the anti-type,
how precious was He of whom the many types were ap¬
pointed interpretations. The Lord Jesus is altogether
lovely before the Father, and those redeemed by His blood
should be so grateful for the joy that God the Father has
in their salvation. God the Father is well pleased with His
beloved Son, and well pleased with all in Him.
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C H A P T E R V I I I

W ITNESSING FOR THE MESSIAH

When you have something- good and valuable, you want
to share it with others. So the first thing that came into
my heart and mind was to go to the synagogue where the
bulk of Jews were gathered, but that was impossible. Im¬
mediately, Iwould be arrested for disturbing religious
worship as it is guaranteed in the Constitution that every¬
one can worship according to the dictates of his conscience
without being molested. The idea then came to me to go
out on the street in the Jewish neighborhood where Icould
bear testimony among the Jewish people. So several
months later, Idid just that. Iwent out and spoke in Yid¬
dish, on the streets.

The second time Iwas bearing witness for my Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ among my brethren, Inoticed aJewish
storekeeper talking to apoliceman and pointing toward
me. What he was telling the police officer, Idid not know.
Within minutes the officer came up to me and asked in a
rather nice way if Ihad apermit to speak on the streets.
I r e p l i e d “ N o .
from the Police Department. He said, “I could not under¬
stand what you were saying and was told that you are a
Bolshevik.” He politely cautioned me that the next time
he saw me speaking on the streets within his beat without
apermit, he would take me up to the City Hall where the
police station was located.

Itold him that Iwas not aBolshevik, but aJew who
was converted to Christianity, “I am only trying to tell
the people that JESUS is the Messiah and that he desires
that everyone should confess Him and be Baptized.” But

He explained that Imust secure apermit
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in view of the fact that i t was aci ty ordinance for one
speaking on the street to have apermit, Iwould try to com¬
ply and secure one so that it would not be necessary for
him to take me to the police station. The very next day,
Iwent to the City Hall and secured apermit. That permit
which gave me the r ight and privi lege to speak on the
s t ree t , Ip r i ze very h igh ly. Dur ing these many years , I
have kept it.

One week later when Iwas out speaking on the street,
the o fficer came up to me. AJewish s tore keeper was
watching and following every move the officer made. In¬
stead of asking for apermit, he asked if Iwas annoyed or
molested very much. Iwas ready to show him my permit,
when he said, “I know you secured apermit and are not
aBolshevik.” However, several t imes it was pretty rough.
Iwas spit upon, cursed, and countless times Iwas called
MESHUMOD” (ann ih i la ted by Chr is t ian bap t i sm) . One

time, aJew grabbed my collar and tore it off as Itried to
get out of his clutch.

The most fantastic thing hatched was when aJew told
m e t h a t I w o u l d b e s e n t b a c k t o R u s s i a . I t o l d a g o o d
fr iend of mine, a lawyer, amember of that congregat ion
where Iwas baptized. He said, “Don’t worry, no one can
send you back to Russia just because you have accepted
JESUS as the Mo-chi-ach (Messiah). He is trying to in¬
t im ida te and f r igh ten you . The Un i ted S ta tes i s a f ree
country. As long as you are alaw abiding citizen there is
noth ing to worry about . The Jewish man who to ld you
that is only trying to scare you so you might leave town.
He knows better than that, Iam sure.

At that t ime, Iwas not an American cit izen (of course
in my heart Iwas perhaps amore devoted and loyal patriot
than some who are born here). But Idid not have final
citizenship papers. That made me alittle uneasy. But
my brother in Christ, the lawyer, alleviated my fear.

U
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These incidents did not discourage me, but instead, made
me the more anxious to present JESUS AS THE CHRIST
OF GOD and with more power, zest and zeal than before.
With grief, Inoticed that many non-Jews take that divine
ordinance, BAPTISM, very lightly or eliminate it entirely.

A s a l o o n w a s l o c a te d o n e a c h c o r n e r o f t h e s t r e e t i n t e r ¬
section where Iwas permitted to speak. Practically all
the stores in the vicinity were owned by Jews. The saloon
o n o n e c o r n e r w a s h o u s e d i n a w o r l d f a m o u s h o t e l . I w a s
told the hotel rooms were occupied by many celebrities of
t h e w o r l d w h o v i s i t e d D e n v e r . T h e b a r fl o o r w a s c o v e r e d
with s i lver dol lars, so Iwas told by old t imers. States¬
men, actors, actresses, gamblers, wealthy mining prospec¬
tors and others won and lost hundreds of thousands of dol¬
lars there; truly the Devil reigned in the “Gay Nineties
and “Roaring Twenties.” Strangely, here was I, one born
and raised in an Orthodox Jewish home in Russia, standing
in such alocation lifting up the crucified Messenger of Cal¬
vary before my former co-religionists! It was so fantastic,
b u t a f a c t n e v e r t h e l e s s !

Once while speaking on aSabbath (Saturday), many of
the Jewish stores were open. Several Jews came from a
store and with slurring remarks called me “Poshe Yisroeil”
(one who has fallen away from Israel, or asinner in Israel)
and other non-respectable names. Ignoring their slurring
by attributing it to their misunderstanding, Iexclaimed,
Jews! Suppose the newspapers would come out in their

morning editions with big, black headlines on the front
page, ‘Thousands of Jews were killed yesterday in our
city!’ That would be fantastic because it could not happen!
Yet, that is exactly what would have happened according
to your holy scriptures if God would have carried out His
divine ordinances.” And Iread from the Hebrew scripture
in the holy tongue, Hebrew: “While the people of Israel
were in the wilderness, they found aman gathering sticks

9 f
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on the Sabbath day. And those who found him gathering
sticks brought him to Moses and Aaron, and to all the con¬
gregation. They put him in custody, because it hath not
been made plain what should be done to him. And the Lord
said to Moses. The man shall be put to death! All the con¬
gregation shall stone him with stones outside the camp.
And all the congregation brought him outside the camp,
and stoned him to death with stones as the Lord commanded
Moses” (Numbers 15:32-36).

Adisagreement arose among the few Jews who gathered
and were standing on the sidewalk. One part icular Jew
who mani fested contempt for me agreed that Iwas one
hundred per cent correct in my assertion as many Jews
(he called them by name) could close their stores on the
Sabbath day without any difficulty or hardship whatsoever.
They were financial ly well fixed, and had no excuse for
keeping their stores open, and thus desecrating the holy
rest day. There were some who had a lease over the i r
head, and were compelled to remain open on the Sabbath
day. If not for the Saturday trade, they could not stay in
bus iness . By h is remarks , Id i scerned amore favorab le
disposition was being manifested toward me.

Considering that the mere mention of the name of JESUS
was considered agreat crime, Iwas very much encouraged
by their even listening. Although some walked away after
alittle while, afew remained. Iwas talking to intelligent
Israelites, yet Iknew that they knew nothing of Christian¬
ity or the Christ whom Iwas now trying to follow.

It is to be regretted that the Jewish people are not much
acquainted with the Old Testament although on the Sab¬
bath day aconsiderable part of the old law book is read
mthe synagogues. What was true then is even more so
today. Unfortunately, even this is given little weight. A
Rabbinical commentary, which in their mind occupies the
same position as the word of the sacred scriptures them-
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selves, is studied with it. They put in far more time study¬
ing the traditions, the doctrines, dogmas, and the maxims
of men, than the word of God! Therefore, i t is quite a
problem for the missionary to the Jews to be in aposition
t o r e m o v e t h e R a b b i n i c a l f e n c e s .

We must in an intelligent manner, work to remove the
rubbish of human doctrines so that atrue impression may
be made, leading them to investigate the Messianic claims
of Jesus. I real ize that they (my brethren, in the flesh)
too can surmount the inheri ted and acquired misunder¬
standing concerning JESUS and His gospel. Since Iac¬
cepted Jesus as my Messiah, Ihave endeavored to tell the
Jewish people that JESUS took the sin of men upon Him¬
self, offered Himself as an expiatory sacrifice and is Re¬
d e e m e r o f I s r a e l a n d a l l m e n .

Though of ten insul ted and persecuted, Ihave learned
that as ablood bought Chr is t ian, Imust return good for
evil. By the manner of l i fe of the Jewish convert, other
Jews will become impressed, and make an unbiased study
of the “Tenach” (Old Testament Scriptures) which con¬
tains the prophecy about the coming of the Lord Jesus
Christ. They will then rejoice in the fact that JESUS is,
and ever will be, the Savior of all that trust and obey His
blessed teaching and follow His glorious life.

Some days later while out speaking on the same street
corner, Inot iced aJew in his late th i r t ies whom Irecog¬
nized as having been present before. He was pale faced
and had asad look in his eyes; but what attracted me most
was t ha t he s tood ahead t a l l e r t han t he o the r f ew Jews ( I
never had alarge group). Af ter the others lef t , Inot iced
that he remained. Iwent up to him and introduced myself
by ex tend ing “Sho lom Ala ichem” (Peace be unto you) .
He said, “You speak excellent Yiddish and your pronuncia¬
tion is very good.” I thanked him for the compliment!

Then he asked me to take awalk, as he did not want to
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go alone in the neighborhood. He did not have one good
word to say about his co-religionists but on the contrary,
had plenty to say in the negative because their deeds con¬
tradicted their creed. As we walked and talked, he told
me that he was from the East, and that he came out West
because he was afflicted with tuberculosis. He was aclock
operator, but somehow contracted the terrible disease of
consumption. He was breathing with difficulty, evidently
suffering considerably. He told me that he was born in
Rumania where in his youth he attended a“Yeshivah”
(Rabbinical College) and was well versed in Talmudic lore.
As we walked, we came into aresidential district. We
passed two Jewish women talking in Yiddish in front of a
grocery store. As soon as they saw us, one quickly dashed
into the store, and immediately returned with two other
Jews. They looked and pointed at us as if we were wild
animals. Iheard one woman say with a“Krechtz” (sigh).

Got gaith ther-langer. Mishtome is shoun noch alunger
geshtorben” (Here goes the tall man. Evidently another
tuberculosis one must have died). My acquaintance no¬
ticed abewildered look upon my face, as he realized that
these remarks of the Jewish women must have puzzled me.
Notwithstanding my amazement, Idid notice that these re¬
marks by the Jews were utterly disgusting to him. It was
disgusting to me too that we could not walk on the public
streets without being ridiculed.

Then he said, “I will tell you my story, Mr. Eckstein. I
was in ameasure in bondage to the Jewish community here,
because Iwas financially cramped in spite of what my half
sister in the East sends me and Idid not have enough to
meet my obligations. So whenever there was adeath, as
arule, Iwas called upon to sit with the dead person during
the night.” (They generally have two men to watch, sit¬
ting through the night with acorpse. According to the
Jewish traditions, adead person is not permitted to be left

i i
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alone without someone watching, for fear that amouse, cat,
or some other creature may jump upon that body or chew
upon alimb, etc., thereby desecrating the dead.) He re¬
marked, “I was paid for sitting through the night, but ‘As
is ein ooch un vaih zu aza parnosah’ (Woe, woe, to such a
livelihood). Iam well known here. Therefore, when Jews
see me walking on aresidential street, they naturally
sume that Iam on my way to ahome where adeath has
occurred. Otherwise, Iwould not be walking in this resi¬
dential district.” He said that it was not the first time he
had heard such remarks and had even been stopped and
asked who had died. Once when on the way to take
shower in the public bath house, he had been questioned.
1warned him that should he decide to resume watching the
dead again, the Jewish people might reject him because
he had walked and talked with a“Meshumod” (a BAP¬
TIZED Jew). He said, “I never intend to do that again. I
don’t care what they think. Iconsider you abetter Jew
than the ones with whom Ihave had dealings. Ihope that
our acquaintance will ripen into warm friendship.”

Denver had alarge influx of Jews from all over the coun¬
try because of its healthful climate. Some whole families
moved there because one of their members was afflicted
with tuberculosis. Hence, the death rate among them was
rather high, but only when one died in the afternoon was
someone called to watch over them and to sit through the
night. When an Orthodox Jew dies early in the morning, ac¬
cording to the Jewish custom, or tradition, he is buried on
the same day. Jews are not permitted to keep the body
until the next day. Therefore, no one is hired to sit through
the night. The custom to bury the dead person on the
same day he died, is based upon apassage of scripture
found in Deuteronomy 21:23, ‘‘His body shall not remain
all night. ..but thou shalt in any wise bury him that day.”
From that phrase they interpret that the dead must be

a s -
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buried on the same day on which they have died. Orthodox
Jews wil l not violate this teaching. Iremember very well
that my grandfather died in the morning and was buried
in the afternoon of the same day. However, there are ex¬
ceptions when it is permissible to delay it until the next
day. For example if there was doubt that the person was
really dead, it might take aday until adoctor ascertained
for sure. I t would be horr ib le to bury al ive person. Of
course it would be possible to make amistake.

Iexplained to my new acquaintance that the Jewish re¬
ligion has no comfort to offer. The renowned Jewish schol¬
ar (Rabbi Johannan Ben Zakkai) founder of the school of
Jabneh (some claim that he was head of the Sanhedrin) is
represented as weeping just before his death because he
did not know whether he was to be led in the w'ay of “Gad-
Eden” (Paradise of Delight) or the way of “Gehinnom”
(Pi t o f torment) . Iasked h im i f aman of whom i t v. ’as
said when he died that “The glory of wisdom departed” had
doubt as to his destiny, how much more should this apply
to the average Jew and to his fate? Itold him we “all have
sinned.” Sin separated man from God, and its evil effect
can be removed only by the power of the blood of the Mo-
chi-ach (Messiah). The Jew must acquire “a new spir i t
and anew heart” before he can approach God. Jesus, the
sin bearer, and burden bearer’s death on the CROSS, has
put away our transgressions and loosed the bonds which
he ld us under the dea th sen tence . He l i s tened w i th marked
attention, and Itold him that Iwas glad that Ihad the op¬
portunity of conversing with him.

Since i t was summer, Imade an appointment with my
Jewish fr iend to meet again in the City Park. It was a
very beautiful place with lovely flowers, fountains, etc. It
was aquiet place where one could rest, relax, and meditate.
At the designated hour, Isaw my Jewish f r iend coming
w d t h h i s H e b r e w O l d Te s t a m e n t h e l d u n d e r h i s a r m . I
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g r e e t e d h i m w i t h a “ S h o l o m A l a i c h e m J
he was alittle tired and that he had coughed considerably
during the night, but that he was not too tired to talk with
me about sp i r i tua l mat te rs . For an Or thodox Jew who
zealously and faithfully clung to and endeavored to observe
the traditions of his fathers to express such an attitude,
really caused my heart to be on fire. My Jewish friend
might realize that no matter how interesting and fascinat¬
ing the traditions of the elders might be, without Christ,
the Mo-chi-ach (Messiah) he is lost. As he began to talk
with me, he manifested an amicable disposition and showed
m u c h c o n fi d e n c e a n d i n t e r e s t .

He told me that he noticed when Ispoke on the street
and was rebuked with rude language and sneers several
times, Ikept on speaking. In the United States, the Jews
who do not want to hear have the privilege of passing
but have no right whatsoever to abuse you. Iexplained that
the police officer was on his beat and would protect me since
Ihad apermit to speak without being molested. He said
further, “If you don’t want to do that, you could have had
some prominent Gentile Christians with you and they would
prevent the Jews from attacking you.
neither, it proved to him Ihad not taken Christianity be¬
cause it was an easy way, but because Ifelt it was the only
r i g h t w a y.

In humility of spirit, Itold my Jewish friend that what
he said in behalf of me should be the rule of every follower
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Iremarked, what would aJew
think who heard the love, power and protection of Christ
exalted and magnified, and then saw apolice officer with
agun and club standing by me as asentinel? It would be
afarce! Aburlesque! Suppose Iwould ask my Gentile
Christian friends of prominence to accompany me, as Icall
upon an Orthodox Jew who is the President of abig de¬
partment store! Of course under such circumstances, I

H e t o l d m e t h a t
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would be protected and could report Ihad awonderful re¬
ception and was asked to come again. But Iwould be de¬
ceiving the Gentiles and receive only ridicule from the Jews.
The Jew knew full well that Iwould not dare come by my¬
sel f wi thout prominent Gent i le Chr is t ians accompanying
m e b e c a u s e I w o u l d h a v e b e e n k i c k e d d o w n t h e s t a i r s i n

liatred. Iwould be using the Gentile Christians as arefuge.
Many Gentiles are deceived by the attitude of aJew under
such circumstances. To resort to such procedure would be
hypocrisy; to report accomplishment when Iaccomplished
nothing would be making merchandise of calling on aprom¬
i n e n t J e w. T h i s i s n o t t o l d t o d e n o t e d e g e n e r a t e n a t u r e
in the Jews, but is prompted by their religious belief, even
as in Saul of Tarsus that persecuting Christians, although
ignorant ly, is do ing God honor. Er roneous impress ions
and claims only hurt the cause of Christ now and in that
GREAT DAY will bring His rebuking words, “Depart from
me.” What te r r ib le words! What adreadfu l separa t ion !

He said to me, “I, as aJew, know what you just said is
one hundred percent r ight , and Iadmire you that much
more for your courage and conviction.” We spent several
hours together in the park. It was agreat delight as his
illuminating rays shed upon the prophecies and fulfillment
concerning HIM who is “THE LAMB OF GOD WHO TAK-
E T H AWAY T H E S I N O F T H E W O R L D . ” O n e n i g h t , I
invited my Jewish truth seeker friend to come to the church
where Iwas to speak. To my amazement, he came into the
building and sat down right on the front row. When Isaw
him, my heart rejoiced greatly for HIS goodness, loving
kindness and longsuffer ing manifested toward al l of us.
The Jew listened very intently!

After four months of personal work and intensive study,
Ezekiel Herkowitz obeyed the gospel, and was buried with
his Lord in BAPTISM in the same congregation where I
was BAPTIZED. As he came out of the water, his counte-
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nance fairly beamed with joy and gratitude. Ican assure
you dear reader that Iexperienced ajoy which can be fully
felt only by one who has come out of Judaism into Chris¬
tianity, out of extreme bondage into the glorious light and
l iberty of the Lord Jesus Christ. Then too, Isaw visible
fruit of my efforts to lift up the crucified Messenger of
Calvary before my brethren in the flesh. What aprivilege,
what aglorious goal to strive for, to some day lay many
trophies at His blessed feet!

The object of missionary work is the winning of souls
for Christ. While Iwas out bearing the good news to my
brethren after the flesh, Iexperienced again and again
things that would appear to anon-Jew incomprehensible,
unintell igible and of no consequence. Only aJewish mis¬
sionary can fully understand these problems. Only aJew¬
i s h C h r i s t i a n r e a l i z e s w h a t a J e w l e a v e s w h e n h e b e c o m e s
a C h r i s t i a n .

He must always keep in mind the place, the time and the
occasion that are involved. For example: Icame near a
store and saw aJew standing in front of the entrance to
his store and heard him talking with afellow co-religionist
in Yiddish. Inoticed that the lapel on the coat was rent,
and had been LOOSELY stitched together. (At the death
of aparent the children “risen-kreoh” (rent their garment).
After seven days they stitch together rather loosely that
tear, generally in the lapel of the coat and vest. However,
after “sheloshim” (thirty days of mourning) they properly
mend it together. That peculiar identification sign is the
outward expression of grief and sorrow. It also revealed
that the “sheloshim” is not over, or the Jew would have
properly mended the tear in his coat lapel.) Of course I
immediately real ized that there had been adeath in his
immedia te fami ly and tha t he must be are l ig ious man
because he observed the r i te .

To approach him at atime like this with regard to JESUS



1 0 3F r o m S i n a i t o C a l v a r y

as the “Mo-chi -ach” (Messiah) would only provoke and
a r o u s e a n i n t e n s e h a t e w h i c h i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a m o n g t h e
Jews toward Christ at any time. But on such an occasion
as this, athousand times more, if he could be approached
at all, he knows too well, that Ias aJew know better (or
shou ld know) . I f Ido not know that , Iam apret ty sor ry
Jew even for apeddler. (A JEW WILL ALSO REND HIS
G A R M E N T AT H I S S O N ’ S B A P T I S M . ) T h e s e t h i n g s
must be taken in to cons idera t ion and cannot be brushed o f f
lightly or put aside, even though to anon-Jew they might
be no problem at all.

For centur ies the t radi t ions, doctr ines, commentar ies,
commandments of men have been observed as if they were
the voice of God. These dogmas and dictums have been
u n c o n t r o v e r t e d a n d u n a s s a i l e d . A t a m a t t e r o f f a c t , t h e y
have assumed acharacter as comparable to the inspired
word of God. With fanatical passion and zeal, Jewry is
trying to conform to them. But of course it is impossible.

Seeking an opportune time and place to witness for my
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, Iwent to the very heart of
the Jewish community. Some Jews l ived in the rear of
t h e i r s t o r e s . I c a u g h t a g l i m p s e t h r o u g h a n o p e n d o o r
t h a t r e v e a l e d v o l u m e s o f i n f o r m a t i o n t o m e . W h a t I s a w,
1am sure, to anon-Jew would have been insignificant. They
would not have given it asecond thought, perhaps not even
noticed it. But to me, it was of profound importance. Here
IS what Ireally saw in that glimpse: Afew pounds of meat
on awooden board that was supported by abrick, 2" by 4",
s o t h a t t h e b o a r d w a s a t a s l a n t . S u c h r e v e a l e d w h a t k i n d
of aJewish family they were and what method must be
used to approach them.

I immed ia te l y r ea l i zed t ha t Iwas i n as t r i c t O r thodox
Jewish place. Al l were pious Jews and were observing

k a s h r u s h ” ( s t r i c t l y c o n f o r m i n g t o t h e J e w i s h d i e t a r y
laws). The meat from the animal was slaughtered by a
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schochet” (a Jew who has prepared himself to slaughter
animals in Jewish rel igious r i tuals). First the meat was
washed. Then i t was placed in water for half an hour.
Then the meat was placed on aboard and salted. The salt
m u s t r e m a i n o n e h o u r s o t h a t i t w i l l s o a k i n a n d d r a w t h e

blood from the meat. Under no circumstance is aJew per¬
mitted to eat blood. Before making use of the flesh of a
slaughtered animal, he must carefully extract the blood,
fo r t he use o f t he b l ood , even t he ve r y s i gh t o f i t , has a
hardening, cruel effect. The sight of blood is more abhor¬
r e n t t h a n w i n e .

Having received the clue to their philosophy of l i fe, I
knew how to approach them. Yes, it told me in no un¬
certain terms that they were devoting their life to uphold
the traditions, the precepts, and doctrines which they be¬
lieved were of God, but actually were of men. Iknew full
well that it would be exceedingly difficult to approach them
a n d b e a r w i t n e s s t o C h r i s t , t h e “ M o - c h i - a c h ” ( M e s s i a h ) . I
put out my hand and said to the Jewish storekeeper “Sho-
lom Alaichem” and he placed his hand in my hand, and
answered “Alaichem Sholom.” When this pious Jew found
that Iwas aJew who accepted JESUS, as the Messiah (mo-
chi-ach), he exclaimed, “Are you mad? Are you drunk?
Such nonsense!” When he real ized my persistence and
ea rnes tness , a l so t ha t Iwas f a r f r om be ing “mad ” o r

drunk,” he said to me, “Had Iknown that you were a
‘Meshumod’ (a Baptized Jew) Iwould not have contami¬
nated my hand by extending to you ‘Alaichem Sholom’.”
With fanatical passion he contended that the “meshumo-
dim” (the BAPTIZED Jews) were responsible for al l the
calamities, suffering, pogroms and persecutions of the Jews.

The BAPTIZED Jew is adisgrace to all religions, and you
wil l not succeed in your adventure, trying to ‘SCHMAD’
(BAPTIZE) Jews. You or any other ‘turn coat’ will never,
no never succeed in changing Jews from their ‘MUNOH’

< (
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(Faith) to yours. You are wasting your time; your efforts
are all in vain. Ias aJew repeat every morning with deep
devotion, and aheart overflowing with gratitude, ‘SCMAH
YISROAIL’.” (Hear 0, Israel). Deut. 6:4.

As Imentioned previously, many Jews operating small
businesses live in the back of their stores. So that is the
best place to go talk to them. Irelate here another occa¬
sion which Ifeel will enlighten the readers. Early one
morning, as Icame to aparticular store ayoung man was
standing in the open door. In the back Isaw aman with
his “Talith” (prayer shawl) over his shoulders, his phy¬
lacteries upon his left hand and upon his forehead, engaged
in solemn morning prayer. Hearing that we were talking
in Yiddish, the man who proved to be the father came out
when he had finished his prayer. Before he had achance
to ask what it was all about, his son told him that Iwas a
missionary and was going from Jewish store to store telling
people that Jesus is the “Mo-chi-ach.” The father asked
me what kind of a“landsman” Iwas and Itold him that I
was from Russia. He replied that Iwould have been better
o f f i f I h a d r e m a i n e d i n R u s s i a a s I w o u l d n o t h a v e

schmad” (annihilated myself in Christian Baptism) my¬
self. He said to me that he and his household were per¬
fect ly sat isfied wi th thei r bel ief and that of thei r fore¬
fathers. “I do not need another God.” Then he said, “I am
righteous.” As soon as he said righteous, Ichallenged him
to tell me how he became righteous. He said that every
Jew is righteous because he obtained his righteousness by
reading the Law, because in God’s sight reading the Law
is equivalent to having fulfilled it! (According to the Rab¬
bis, he that studies the “Torah” pertaining to the tenets
or laws, governing the manner in which the sacrifice is to be
brought and offered in the temple worship, “Torahs Hoaulo
Hi Hoaulo” is as acceptable to God as he who brought an
offering and sacrificed it.) So Ibought asmall article, and

i t
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asked for areceipt which he readily gave me. Upon re¬
ceiving the receipt, Iread it out loud and started to leave.
He said, “Hey, did you not forget something?” Isaid, “No,
Ihave not fo rgot ten any th ing . ” Then he remarked, “Do
not act funny. You know ful l well you did NOT pay for
the handkerchief which you just bought and for which I
gave you a rece ip t . ” I p romp t l y rep l i ed , “D id Ino t read
aloud that RECEIPT, and you just said, reading athing
is equivalent to having fulfilled it!” Ah, that is entirely
different! How sad, that they have the shell, but do not
taste the sweetness of the nuts therein. To be sure they
have azea l bu t no t acco rd ing to know ledge , bu t on ly
through re l ig ious r i tua ls . Chr is t is the end of the Law
(Romans 10:4). All our righteousness is like polluted gar¬
ments ( Isa. 64:6).

Agreat many Jews fall into the following groups. On
abeautiful Sabbath (Saturday) morning, very suitable for
outdoor work, Inoticed several Jews standing and convers¬
ing. As Icame near, one Jew immediately recognized me
as the one whom he saw in the neighborhood of the syna¬
gogue talking with Jews, and telling them that the Jewish
Mo-chi-ach (Messiah) had already come in the person of
Jesus of Nazareth. He said in asharp voice, “You are a
‘A Poche Yisroail’ (One who has fallen away from Israel).
I t i s be low my d ign i ty to car ry on ad iscuss ion wi th a
‘Meshumod’.” Ignoring his slurring remarks by attributing
it to his misunderstanding, Iexclaimed, “Jews, which ‘Haf-
torah’ (a portion from the prophets read in the morning
services of the Sabbath in the synagogues) is being read?”
He gave ashrug of his shoulders, and admitted frankly
that he did not know, as he only attends services three
times ayear, the three festivals, “Rosh Hashona” (New
Year), “Yom Kippur” (Day of Atonement) and “Paisach
(Passover). On those days, he closed his place of business
and refrained from doing any work. What aconception of
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even the d is tor ted Jewish re l ig ious l i fe ! This seems a
fitting time to portray how these three are observed by re¬
ligious Jews.

Rosh Hashona” was observed in 1958 September 5, or
the first day of “Tishri,” year 5717 (Jewish calendar). In
addit ion to this being the beginning of anew year, i t is
also the first day of preparation for the day of atonement,

Yom Kippur,” which is ten days hence. According to the
Talmud, God is sitting on his throne with three books be¬
fore him, writing the names of every Jew and dividing them
in three classes: those who have performed many righteous
acts; those who have committed much sin; and those who
have done an equal amount of good and evil. They have
ten days of grace during which to repent. As warning, the
“Shofar” (a ram’s horn) is sounded in the synagogues
that all might be called to repentance. Part of the day is
spent in prayer from special prayer books. In the after¬
noon, they go to ast ream of running water, turn the i r
pockets inside out, and shake their clothing, with the belief
that they are throwing off their s ins. Later in the day,
they visit the graves of the dead and make intercession
f o r t h e m .

Yom Kippur,” which was celebrated September 15th or
10th day of “Tishri,” is held by Jewry throughout the world.
It is observed by every Jew regardless of how irreligious
he may be. Every place of business is closed, and praying
and fasting are engaged in by everyone. About four o’clock
mthe afternoon, special prayers are offered after which
their destiny is sealed and the suspense of that day is over.
I f found worthy, they are granted the “seal” of l i fe for
another year. (Alas! The great th ing is what does the
Tenach” say? Old Testament scriptures, not the Talmud

will judge. Men’s word may be clever, but God’s word is
t r u e ! )

The Passover is inaugurated at Sunset on the 14th of the

< <
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month of Nisan and ends on the night of the 22nd. These
dates corresponded in 1958 with Monday evening, April 15,
and Tuesday night, April 16. The first two days and last
two are sacred. During the Passover season, “Matzo” (un¬
leavened bread) is eaten in commemoration of the flight of
the children of Israel from Egypt, “And the people took
their dough before it was leavened” (Exodus 12:34). That
is observed throughout the length and breadth of Jewry.
1vividly remember as alittle boy how my father dressed
in awhite linen robe, leaned back on acouch supported by
two pillows, took a“Matzoh” and broke it into two parts.
He put one part under the pillow and placed the other part
on the table for the “Saider” (order). Saider is the name
a t t r i b u t e d t o t h e h o m e s e r v i c e w h i c h i s h e l d o n t h e fi r s t
two evenings of the Passover. The hidden part is called

aphikomen” meaning hidden manna,
o f “ M a t z o h

The hidden piece
is regarded as very precious and my pious

father guarded it very jealously. After the “saider,” he
took the hidden “Matzoh,
each one of us apiece of that precious cake. It thrilled and
filled my heart as Ilooked forward to that solemn occasion
to partake of apiece of “aphikomen.” Apeculiar feeling
came over me when my devoted father distr ibuted that
piece of unleavened bread and Iate it with such an awe¬
inspiring seriousness.

broke it up, and distributed to

As aBAPTIZED Jewish believer, who now is busy
spreading the New Jerusalem gospel message of salvation
among my brethren after the flesh tel l ing that Christ is
the TRUE PASSOVER (I Cor. 5:7), it reminds me very
forcibly of that gripping and compelling scripture, “TO HIM
T H AT O V E R C O M E T H W I L L I G I V E T O E AT O F T H E
HIDDEN MANNA” (Rev. 2:10). Oh, the joy and blessing
when Ishall be apartaker of the heavenly manna. The
heavenly manna “LECHEM SHAMIAM” (bread of heav¬
en), Psalms 105:40, is laid up in store for the saints of God.
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How thrilling is this anticipation when we shall be admitted
association with them (Rev. 3:20; 19:9). Such periodic
o b s e r v a t i o n i s t r u e w i t h h u n d r e d s o f t h o u s a n d s o f J e w s i n
th is count ry.

Isaid, “You who claim to be strictly Orthodox Jews be¬
lieve in the ‘Torah Haldosha’ (Holy Scriptures) should
know and be in the synagogue for morning worship. In¬
stead, you are in your stores, keeping your place of business
open, thereby desecrating the Holy Sabbath,
discussions were in Yiddish, it would be impossible to bring
out the ful l significance in English. Ifurther stated, “You
are inconsistent in your observation. You close your places
of business on ‘Yom Kippur’ (Day of Atonement) and cease
from pursuing any kind of work. Yet on the Sabbath, you
keep your stores open, when according to rabbinical teach¬
ing, the Sabbath is by far more important and sacred than
‘Yom Kippur. ’ He who desecrates the Holy Sabbath wi l l
receive far greater punishment than those v io lat ing the
sanctity of ‘Yom Kippur ’.” From the Jewish point of view,
that is aterrible indictment. They found themselves in a
difficult position and displayed amore favorable disposition,
becoming somewhat interested in what Ihad to say. Itold
them that Iknew what it was to be under the “yoke” as I
too was brought up in the tradition, teaching, doctrine and
c o m m a n d m e n t s o f m e n .

Another s i tua t ion o f ten found, is as fo l lows: Afa ther
informed me that his son marr ied aChrist ian gir l . Since
they were married in acivil ceremony, his son remains a
good Jew. Ipro found ly d isagreed wi th h im and po in ted
out from purely religious view such was impossible. (Mar¬
riage with anon-Jew is prohibited because of RELIGIOUS,
not ethical object ion.) I to ld him that i f h is daughter- in-
law were areal Christian, she would not have married an
unbelieving Jew. If his son were an Orthodox adherent in
the Jewish religion, he would not have married anon-Jew.

9 9 S i n c e o u r
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Ifurther told him, that does not mean that she is not a
devoted wife, awonderful mother, beautiful, talented, char¬
itable and possessor of other good qualities. But she is not
a C h r i s t i a n .

The belief among the Jews is that all non-Jews are Chris¬
tians. They do not differentiate between aChristian and
aGentile. Through ignorance and misunderstanding, this
erroneous idea persists among them. In discussions with
them, Ihave been confronted with this question many
times. Therefore, Iendeavor to elucidate in regard to the
vast difference between aChristian and one who is not.
With fairness and frankness, Iconceded that his
doubt is agood husband, adevoted father, kind-hearted
and loyal citizen, but he is not agood Jew. He readily ad¬
mitted that Iwas correct, when Ipointed out that his deeds
contradicted his creed. Itold him that he must humbly
learn of God, resolve to be obedient to His will, and study
the “scriptures of Moses and the prophets” concerning the
fulfillment of prophecy in Jesus as the Mo-chi-ach (Mes¬
siah). Then without prejudice, he must evaluate the facts
p r e s e n t e d .

Iwas growing in knowledge of my Lord and Savior, and
my soul rejoiced in the fellowship with HIM and Christian
friends. But moving from one place to another was not
pleasant. Imoved into aprivate home where there were
two roomers. One day coming home from work and enter¬
ing my room, Iimmediately noticed that things were dis¬
arranged and my suitcase was missing. My dresser drawer
had been pilfered. When Icalled it to the attention of the
lady of the house, and told her that someone was in my
room, she related sorrowfully that one of the roomers left
and evidently he must have taken my suitcase and the other
things that were missing. She was very sad indeed over
what had happened, as he seemed to be such anice and
quiet person. She said that she carried fire insurance but

s o n n o
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not theft insurance. Of course that did not help me and
was of no consolation at all. There was something in my
suitcase that was irreplaceable: my “PASSPORT” (a docu¬
ment issued by the Russian Government, granting one per¬
mission to leave the country). Ivalued i t very much, as
that “passport” literally saved my life. If Iwas stopped
by Russian military personnel, which happened often, and
asked for my “Passport,” woe, woe, woe, unto me if Idid
not have i t on my person. Wi thout a“Passpor t , ” Icould
not legally have left Russia for the United States. In Rus¬
sia, mil i tary service was compulsory. When one reached
che age of 21 years, he must serve for four years. Only
the sick and the cripples were exempted and turned down.
In order to escape military service, agreat many bribed
the officials at the border and were transported by profes¬
sional smugglers into Germany. However, sometimes
something went wrong and guards fired on and killed those
who were trying to escape. It was very risky at best for
those who were trying to evade military service. Thus, it
made me feel very bad that my “Passport” had been stolen.
Ihoped that the one who took it might return it. To him
it would be just another piece of paper and of no value at
all. Iwrote later to the landlady, if perchance he might
have sent it back to her address, but Ireceived no reply.

The experience Iam about to relate was very distressing.
In the summer of 1920, while out laboring in the gospel of
Christ among the Jewish people, after Igot through speak¬
ing on the streets of Denver, Iwas approached by aman
who made apology because he could not understand what
Iwas say ing , a l though he heard tha t Iwas aconver ted
Jew. He said, “I am glad indeed to shake hands with aJew
who is saved, as my Savior was aJew, and salvation is of
the Jews. When Iam under the influence of the holy spirit,
Ican speak in tongues, Turkish, Russian, French, etc., and
1know that Ispoke in the language you spoke awhile ago.
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You see, Iam apreacher.” He gave me ahandbill announc¬
ing the coming of the famous woman evangelist, Amy Mc¬
Pherson, from the west coast. The big revival was to be
held in the city Municipal Auditorium. There w’as to be a
great “healing campaign” every night for two weeks. The
handbill urged that everyone be on fire and enthused for
the for thcoming “heal ing campaign.” I t a lso stated that
the auditorium had aseating capacity of fourteen thousand.

The preacher asked me to attach myself to the great
“Divine Healing Campaign.” He said that he was on the
publicity committee and wielded great power and influence.
By my wholehearted cooperation, he would see that Ihad
the privilege of receiving ablue ribbon with agold lettered
inscription, “Usher,” to be pinned on my lapel. That would
identify me officially as an usher. The preacher explained
that some remarkable “healings” occurred in his church.
S a i n t s w h o s e h e a l t h w a s b r o k e n a n d w h o w e r e i n t h e
shadow of death were now well, healthy and strong. “How¬
ever, these are only trifles, insignificant in comparison to
the marvelous div ine demonstrat ions which the ‘heal ing
campaign’ wil l produce. Her boundaries in divine healing
are limitless. She is sinless! Her messages are absolutely
unerring. Her spirit filled messages are full of power be¬
cause every word uttered is through the holy ghost,
though Ihad heard much of the so-called “Divine Healing
Movement,” Inever had attended or seen for myself how
it operated. Thus, Ithought, here is wonderful opportunity
to investigate and get first hand information on the whole
aspect of the “campaign.” Here is agolden chance, and I
must not let it slip.

Since Denver had many hospitals, sanitariums, health
resorts, institutions for recuperations, rest homes and
health farms, it was an ideal location for adivine healing
campaign. Many were afflicted with tuberculosis. Thus,
Iwould certainly know at the conclusion of the “great

A l -
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whether divine healing was true or plain “hum-s e r v i c e s

b u g .
f 9

Iaccepted the assignment as an “usher.” The preacher
t o l d m e t o c o m e t o t h e a u d i t o r i u m f o r i n s t r u c t i o n i n o r d e r
to acquaint myself with functions of an usher. It was not
as simple as it sounds. One had to manifest skill and think
quickly. Denver was keyed up for the great forthcoming
hea l i ng campa ign . ” The sh rewd pub l i c i t y agen ts had

plastered the c i ty wi th b i l lboards announcing the great
revival plus “healing campaign” which the famous woman
e v a n g e l i s t w a s t o c o n d u c t . C o u n t l e s s c a r d b o a r d s w e r e
placed in business windows, in restaurants, barber shops,
on streets; innumerable handbil ls were distributed in the
homes, on the streets; the daily newspapers carried huge
a d v e r t i s e m e n t s .

t s

When Amy McPherson arrived in Denver, she gave spe¬
c ia l i n te rv i ews . She ce r ta in l y rece i ved pub l i c i t y. Yes ,
even some churches which did not approve of the “healing
campaign,” nevertheless announced it from their pulpits.

As Iarrived at the auditorium for the first service, Iwas
utterly astonished to see thousands of people standing,
waiting for the doors to open. When the doors finally
opened, the huge auditorium was filled to capacity in no
time and hundreds gathered on the streets who were un¬
able to enter. The ushers certainly had ajob. It was aw¬
ful. However, the crowd finally quieted down. There was
alarge platform erected upon the big stage. Lovely flow¬
ers dotted the platform. Everything was so arranged by
the shrewd publ ic i ty agents to create asupernatural at¬
mosphere, and make it appear inspiring. The great audi¬
ence, many with their Bibles, had their eyes riveted upon
the platform where the expensive mahogany stand was cen¬
tered. Upon that stand was abig open Bible. It was espe¬
cial ly for Amy McPherson.

Suddenly the side door leading to that platform opened
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and Amy McPherson entered. She was avery attractive
woman in her late thirties, dressed in white, not too glam¬
orous, but smart! Her hair was immaculately groomed!
First, she looked up, in order to appear as if angelic.

The ushers (including myself) were trying to help clear
the aisles, as many somehow got in. It was against the
law for people to stand in the aisles, for fear of creating a
fire hazard. Ushers with blue ribbons pinned on their la¬
pels moved swiftly, the light refiecting from the gold let¬
tered ribbons. Everyone was excited, enthused, and anx¬
ious waiting for Amy McPherson to begin her great revival
plus “healing campaign.

She was flanked on the huge platform by preachers, male
and female, and afew other preachers who believed in di¬
vine healing, but did not believe in “speaking in tongues.
The great choir, uniformly dressed, presented abeautiful
and impressive scene. The zero hour came and she began
to speak with asmile. She certainly had amagnetic at¬
traction, using good diction and excellent psychology.
Whenever she desired shouts of “Hal lelujah” or “Praise
the Lord,” she would give asort of asignal (pre-arranged)
and some on the huge platform would start, and of course
others would follow. Everyone was waiting to see the
cripples, the sick, the blind, etc., brought to the platform
that she might pray for their health to be restored. There
were also ante-rooms, where male and female preachers
prayed for the sick, cripples, deaf, blind, etc.; Mrs. Mc¬
Pherson was not present. The local male and female
preachers ministered to those in the ante-rooms. No audi¬
ence present, just folk from the inner circle. Even now,
after many years have elapsed, my blood boils with right¬
eous indignation when Ithink of what took place in those
a n t e - r o o m s . I t w a s t h e l o w e s t a n d m o s t b r a z e n c o m m e r ¬
cialism upon human misery that Ihave ever seen.

f f



1 1 5F r o m S i n a i t o C a l v a r y

Before she began to pray for the sick, she said with a
big smile that she was selling miniature little chairs that
would be placed in the building of agreat temple she was
erecting. The cost was only $25 per chair. Everyone was
urged to secure as many chairs as they wished, but she kept
on reminding the vast audience in no uncertain terms, not
to forget that each miniature l i t t le chair was aseparate
$25. Evidently the audience liked her offer as they en¬
thusiastically applauded her with achorus of “hallelujahs.
She did abooming business.

I reca l l ve ry v i v i d l y when aman was b rough t t o t he
platform while she prayed for his deliverance from dreadful
tuberculosis. She first explained that the man who was
afflicted with consumption had gone to many doctors and
spent afortune. He could not find acure and for the past
11 years had been apatient in various hospitals and sani¬
tariums, etc. What Isaw in the ante-rooms, where male
and female preachers prayed for the blind, deaf, etc., was
nothing compared to this sickening, nauseating, revolting
spec tac le . Iwas t e r r i b l y a f f ec ted ! He re i s wha t I saw :
She told the man to lift up his hands. As he lifted up his
thin hands with much difficulty and began breathing hard,
his eyes sank in his sockets and he finally closed them. She
began to pray for aPOSITIVE HEALING. She prayed
for the man, then Iremember that she quoted averse from
Hebrews, “Jesus, the same yesterday, today and forever.
J e s u s i s v i c t o r ! A h e a l i n g h a s b e e n e f f e c t e d . T h a n k

you, Jesus! But let this dear brother speak for himself.
Then, the dear brother with atrembling voice said that he
had been completely healed from the tuberculosis wi th
which he had been afflicted for eleven years, and spent a
fortune with various doctors, hospitals, etc., etc.
you, Jesus, for your miraculous healing.” Being close to
the platform, Inoticed that the preacher who had invited

1 *
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me to be an usher gave the man anudge, as if to remind
him of something. Immediately, the man placed his hand
in his coat pocket and pulled out abottle of medicine, and
showed it to the audience, and said that he was going to
throw it away, as he was through taking medicine. “I am
C O M P L E T E L Y h e a l e d ,

testimony of being COMPLETELY healed, apandemonium
broke loose, especially from the followers of the evangelist
w h o w a s t h e h e a d a n d f o u n d e r o f t h e s e v e r a l c h u r c h e s i n

that ci ty. Many began to speak in “tongues” (babbl ing).
They were mentally intoxicated from that miraculous heal¬
ing which took place right before their eyes.

I s tayed w i th a fam i l y who ope ra ted amor tua ry. They
lived next door to the mortuary. It was asmall place, but
very, very dignified in every respect. The mortician was
wor thy o f the communi ty ’s es teem. Somet imes when I
came in late, Ihad to go through the hall, part of the mor¬
tuary, in order to get into my room. One night during the
second week of the “healing campaign,” Icame in late. As
it was my custom to switch on the light in the hall, Idid
so and noticed abody that had been brought in for prep¬
aration; embalming took place in another room. No one
was permitted in it. To my amazement and bewilderment
as Ilooked, it came immediately into my mind, that Ihad
seen that person somewhere and only recently, but in that
moment Icould not place him, Iwas so surprised. Then,
suddenly, like aflash, it came to my mind; he was the same
man Isaw in the municipal auditorium for whom the fa¬
mous woman evangel ist prayed. He was the same man
that had been completely healed. Iheard him say, “I am
completely healed from the tuberculosis that plagued me
for eleven years.” Iwas so shocked, that in horror Iyelled.
W h a t a ‘ h u m b u g ’ ! W h a t a r o t t e n o u t fi t ! T r a f fi c k i n g

with holy things. Such ahealing campaign being carried

After he got through giving his

t t
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o n i n t h e n a m e o f J e s u s s h o u l d b e c o n d e m n e d . I t i s r e ¬

pugnant, as it obliterates all distinction between truth and
evil.” Iwas told the man stopped taking medical treatment
and died four days later. The undertaker told me he had
enough germs in him to infect every man, woman and child
i n t h e e n t i r e S o u t h w e s t .

Naturally Idid not go back as an usher and did all Icould
to expose such humbug. I t r ied to discourage folk f rom
attending that “healing (?) campaign,” even out of curios¬
ity. What atragedy that so many people with good inten¬
tions were misled by such QUACKERY and even lent their
influence. I told Brother McDonald who had baptized me
of the incident. Tens of thousands of people who saw and
heard, and countless thousands who read in the newspapers
of that particular healing, did not know that he died four
days later from tuberculosis. Brother McDonald told me
there were folk from “Highland,” where he preached, that
had attended that “revival plus healing meeting.” He re¬
marked that he did not know if any of them bought chairs,
$25 per chair, “But even if those ‘babes’ did, they will And
them too small to sit in in the Kingdom of God.”

T h e t u b e r c u l a r a f fl i c t e d f o l k w h o w e n t t o b e c u r e d o r

healed and stopped taking medicine were terribly disap¬
pointed and thereby only aggravated their condition. They
had used every imaginable means trying to find health.
Now their dearest hopes were dashed to the ground. Isay
this without any prejudice,-1 was not able to find one af¬
flicted with tuberculosis, or one blind, or one who had lost
alimb, that had been prayed for, healed, their l imbs re¬
stored or the blind made to see. And Isaw and met agreat
many. Italked with several that had been prayed for and
the depths of their despair and bitterness were such that
words failed to express such. They clung desperately to
the woman evangelist’s power to heal, but their hopes were
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dashed and sca t te red “ l i ke the cha f f o f the summer th resh¬
ing floors” (Daniel 2:35).

Notwithstanding that the tens of thousands did not know
of the QUACKERY, yet there were many who did find out,
Iam sure of that. If folk would only seek their spiritual
life with the same fervor, zeal and enthusiasm.
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C H A P T E R I X

F A R A B O V E R U B I E S

This unpleasant incident coupled with other things, urged
me to think more of ahome of my own. Now that Ihad ex¬
perienced the new birth and become afollower of my Cord
and Savior Jesus Christ, my whole outlook and uplook was
changed; yea, all things became new. Iwas living alone,
working part of every day and trying to find some oppor¬
tun i t y to w i tness fo r my Lo rd . A l though Ihad f r i ends ,
yet Iwanted ahome and family. In various religious circles
Imet young people, and on occasions went with some to
different gatherings, but none of the dates appealed to me
as more than friends though they were indeed fine girls.

I v i s i t ed cosmopo l i t an Kansas C i t y, M i ssou r i , i n t he
summer of 1921. Whi le there Imet apreacher, who in¬
vited me to speak in achurch (undenominational) which I
readily accepted. Iremember very well the theme for that
occas ion. Ispoke on the book o f “Esther. ” The goodly
audience l istened with marked attention, as Ispoke in a
rather heavy foreign accent. Iwas warmly complimented
by all, notwithstanding my articulative efforts to pronounce
some words. Iwas also introduced to several young men
and young women. However, Iwas especially interested in
one young lady, Miss Bertha Foster, and very eager and
anx ious to get bet ter acquain ted wi th her for a last ing
friendship. Iknew one thing, she was not threatened with
spinsterhood. Also, she had some very charming sisters
with charming manners, but she attracted me greatly. After
the midweek evening meeting, Iheard the gracious daugh¬
ter of the preacher, who had awonderful personality, re¬
mark that the girl whose loveliness captivated and attracted
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me, planned to visit asick lady the next day. Frankly, I
could hardly sleep that night and waited anxiously for the
daylight. It was summer and she happened to be on her va¬
cation. Ihad to do some fast, clear, Ialmost said clever,
th ink ing to approach her. Icame up and sa id, “Pardon
me for taking the liberty of asking you something, but I
heard you are going to visi t asick lady.” Icomplimented
her thoughtfulness and nobility and agreed such attributes
were worthy of emulat ion. Iwas deeply touched by her
understanding of the Christ l i fe. Then Isaid, “Among the
Jewish people , v is i t ing the s ick is par t icu lar ly joy fu l .
Clearing my throat several t imes but not stammering, I
said, “We are having such lovely weather and all nature is
resplendent in beauty and loveliness. If it is suitable, and
you wish, Iwould like very much to accompany you on your
noble mission of visiting this aged sick lady.” She smiled
a n d s h o w e d t h e w h i t e s t t e e t h I h a d e v e r s e e n a n d w i t h a
l i t t le shyness sa id , “You can! ” Iexc la imed enthus ias t i¬
cally, “Praise the Lord.” We took the street car, and rode
to the end of the line. Iwas hoping we would be delayed.
Of course Idid not want to cause inconvenience or put any¬
one in danger but simply be detained. When we came to
the home where the aged lady lived, Irang the door bell.
Awoman came to the door and informed us the sick lady
was asleep and it would be about half an hour before we
c o u l d s e e h e r . I n t h e m e a n t i m e w e c o u l d l o o k a r o u n d a n d

enjoy the beautiful flowers and shrubbery unti l the lady
awoke. Iwas th r i l led by th is unexpected but de l igh t fu l
delay and we thoroughly enjoyed the next half hour in the
garden. Suddenly, Inoticed that there was only one chair
in the garden. Politely, Isaid, “Miss Foster, you must be
t i red f rom wa lk ing . S i t down in th is cha i r and re lax . ”
But to my great del ight and thr i l l , she said, smi l ingly,
“ T h e r e i s r o o m f o r T W O . ” I w a s s o t h r i l l e d a n d fi l l e d w i t h

excitement Iforgot there was only ONE seat and Igladly

f f
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accepted the wonderful invitation. Iexperienced apeculiar
feeling; such alifting, such arefreshing, such agreat de¬
light !That can only happen once in alifetime. We walked
and talked; it was amemorable afternoon. Her loveliness
attracted me more and more as we experienced such adeep,
holy, sweet, and satisfying fellowship. In speechless hu¬
mility, Ithanked God for the blessed privilege it afforded
to visit with one of whom it could be said, “My delight is in
Thee” (Isaiah 64:2). Jesus through His ambassadors, bids
us carry His love, care, and comfort.

Afew days later on alovely day, while Miss Bertha Fos¬
ter and Iwere walking, she appeared more beautiful and
graceful. She dressed plainly, but smart. She did not use
eye makeup, yet was pleasing to the eye without it; her
fingernails were not carefully manicured and polished, nor
did aruby gleam from her ring fingers. Isaid, “Miss Fos¬
ter, let’s go into adrug store and get an ice cream soda
(It was only five cents). She answered, “ I would much
rather hear you talk than to eat ice cream.” Of course, I
cou ld d i sce rn t ha t she no t i ced tha t I t ook an undue amoun t
of interest in her. Idid not have to push the Empire State
Bui lding upon her to evidence that Iwas madly in love
with her. We talked and discussed about love, companion¬
ship, home, family, etc., etc. Ihad enjoyed an extraordi¬
nary experience never to be forgotten. Yet Idid not have
the courage to ask her to become my helpmate for life. I
did not know what her answer would be, notwithstanding
that with lovely gestures of her hands and expressive voice,
she had made known her feeling. But Iwas not so positive
that she would marry me.

Ibegan dating her and she always greeted me smiling,
poised and dignified. Icould see in her eyes radiance, ten¬
derness and understanding. And as the days went by, she
became more and more lovely and attractive. Best of all she
was aCHRISTIAN. Ihad learned enough to know aChris-

9 9
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tian should marry aChristian. Now my concern was, could
she care for me? Ifound out several fine Christian boys
were interested in her, so Irealized Ihad some COMPETI¬
TION, but our interest in each other increased. We had
much in common, and both had deep interest in the work
of the Lord. We prayed together for His will in our lives.
It seemed only the providence of God could have brought
about our meeting, and we felt we were meant for each
other. Ihad the least of this world’s goods of any seeking
her, but real love does not consider this. She had com¬
pletely surrendered her soul, her l i fe, her al l to Him in
service and sacrifice. She real ized agreat hardship and
many difficulties would come in her path, but that did not
daunt her. When Iasked her to be my wife, she accepted
and took the path to become the wife of one who dedicated
his life for service in this needy but difficult type of work,
labor among the Jewish people. She now looked forth as
the morning, brimming with bright expectation at her com¬
ing marr iage.

We both looked forward with joyful expectation to our
w e d d i n g d a y. T H E R E I S J O Y I N A N T I C I PAT I O N O F
JOY! The great day came Dec. 24, 1921, when we were
made one for life. She was dressed smartly, but not ex¬
travagantly, and looked so radiantly, charmingly sweet. I
found in my fair one more than Icould have hoped for. Her
love for me was sweet, deep and real. She lost sight of
everything else and has spent her life in helping me. My
beloved wife was born in Wyoming, Iin Russia, but now we
were start ing l i fe together.

We were married in Kansas City, Missouri; but did not
remain there long. We spent our honeymoon in A l len,
Kansas, where Iconducted cottage meet ings for several
weeks. Whi le in tha t fa rm communi ty, we had ara ther
humorous exper ience . As new lyweds , and Ias v i s i t i ng
preacher, we were inv i ted out for meals f requent ly. In



F r o m S i n a i t o C a l v a r y 1 2 3

the first home to which we were invited, the good lady of
the house said, “Brother Eckstein, you do not have to fear
with regard to the meat. It is not pork, but good choice
beef . You do not eat pork , do you?” Isa id , “Yes, Ieat
pork!” She exclaimed, “You do?” Ireplied, “Of course
Ido, since Iembraced Christianity.” She spoke up, “We
al l thought that you would not eat pork.” Wel l , for the
n e x t t w o w e e k s w h e r e v e r w e w e r e i n v i t e d o u t f o r d i n n e r ,
w e h a d P O R K .

Now that Iwas married Ifaced anew accusation by my
former co-religionists: The reason Iembraced Christianity
was because Ifell in love with apretty non-Jewish girl, and
she would not marry me unless Ibecame aChristian. Iwill
wholeheartedly concur that she was pretty, and beautiful
and had agracious personality. But they were one hundred
per cent wrong that she would not marry me until Ibecame
aChristian. Ileft them puzzled when Istated that Iwas
already aChristian and bearing testimony for my Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ among my brethren when Imet her.

We both had, and still have one aim, one purpose, and
one aspiration—to serve our blessed Lord, the Mo-chi-ach
(Messiah), the anointed of God, Jesus Christ, faithfully,
and with all our ability.



F r o m S i n a i t o C a l v a r y1 2 4

c h a p t e r X

A H E B R E W M I S S I O N I N D A L L A S

While still on our honeymoon, we received aletter from
agroup of women, calling themselves “Prayer Circle for
Israel,” in Dallas, Texas, who were deeply interested in giv¬
ing the gospel to the Jews in the best possible way. Mrs.
Homan Stark, i ts President, stated that Ihad been very
highly recommended to the group to do this missionary
work among the Jewish people by Dr. Addison Blanchard,
acongregational preacher whom Ihad met in Denver. From
the letter Iknew that they were profoundly interested in
the salvation of Israel. However, they failed to give me a
detailed idea of their plans, etc. They placed so much confi¬
dence in my integrity, that they enclosed acheck for fare. I
deeply appreciated the confidence the group manifested in
one whom they had never met and, too, Iwas young. Iknew^
l i t t le o f the d i f fe rences o f p rac t ice and in terpre ta t ions
among those calling themselves non-sectarian, non-denom-
inational, etc. Therefore, Iaccepted believing Iwould have
afree hand to conduct the work among the Jewish people,
according to the New Testament pattern.

Upon arrival in Dallas, we were treated royally. From
the very recesses of my heart, Ideeply appreciated what
the good and gracious ladies did for us. They were very
k ind and the i r l ibera l i t y was superb ! Sudden ly, some¬
th ing happened . There was ayoung Jew ish man, ve ry
well educated, who held avery responsible position in Dal¬
las. This Jewish man kept company with anon-Jewish girl
and even went w i th the non-Jewish g i r l somet imes to
church services. The good ladies told me that they wanted
me to meet him, as he was “SAVED.” Therefore, Iwent



1 2 5F r o m S i n a i t o C a l v a r y

to the place where he worked and interviewed him. When I
touched the nerve center, by that Imean, when Iasked him
if he was BAPTIZED, he looked at me with astonishment,
and in his bewilderment said to me in no uncertain terms,
that he was NOT, and furthermore under no circumstances
w o u l d h e s u b m i t t o B A P T I S M . H e a d v i s e d m e n o t t o b o t h e r

him any more with BAPTISM, etc. When Irelated the in¬
cident to the prayer group, one good lady said that he most
certainly was converted, and adear Christ ian; “I bel ieve
in water baptism but it has nothing to do with aperson’s
salvation. I t is the blood of Jesus alone!” Another lady
said, since it was just ashort while since Iwas converted
to Christianity, they would take this into consideration, and
would be tolerant of me. Since the ladies’ group liked us
very much, they determined to overlook the incident. An¬
other good and gracious lady from that group told me that
the i r min is ter, who was arenowned Bib le scho lar, sa id
that water baptism has nothing to do with salvation. How¬
ever, we discussed it at length, and Itried to show them
that they were wrong in their posit ion. Iam exceedingly
sorry to say that Iwas unable to convince them. So we
severed our relationship, notwithstanding that it was ex¬
ceedingly hard, as they were so good and kind toward us.
But Ihad no other alternative, because Iknew better, and
Iwas sure the posit ion I took was r ight. Yea, scriptural ly
r igh t ! A l though we d isagreed on doc t r ine , ye t we re¬
mained good friends.

Ibegan doing missionary work on my own among the
Jews. Dallas had even then agoodly Jewish community
(of course much more now). Icarried on the work from
our home, two rented rooms. As Idid not have amission,
it was rather difficult, but Idid the very best under the
trying circumstances. And too, it was difficult to get a
place, ahall suitable for aHebrew mission.

We finally located aplace, ahall that was for rent. We
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phoned the real estate agent, and inquired how much the
rent would be. The agent replied that in view of the fact
that he was only arepresentative, it would be wise to phone
the owner of the building, as the proprietor would let me
know if he wanted to rent it for such apurpose.. We phoned
the ovmer of the building, and asked him if he would be
willing to rent the hall for the purpose of aHebrew mis¬
sion. We learned that the proprietor was aJewish man.
When asked how much the rent would be, he answered that
he would not rent his property to be used for aHebrew-
mission, not even for one thousand dollars per month. Of
course Iwas not surprised at all by the action of that Jew¬
i s h m a n . A J e w c a n c o n v e r t a c h u r c h i n t o a s y n a g o g u e
but he cannot convert asynagogue into achurch. Renting
his property for aHebrew mission where JESUS would be
proclaimed as the true Mo-chi-ach (Messiah) would be a
great sin to this Jewish man.

In the providence of God we got aplace in one of the
best locations in Dallas. It was opposite the City Hall on
Harwood. Many Jewish businesses were in and around the
area. Quite afew Jews passed by the Hebrew mission. On
the window in large golden letters we put the words “HE¬
BREW MISSION” sufficiently large to attract the attention
of all, even the aimless passerby. On the door we printed
in Hebrew “BRUCHIM HABOIM” mean ing “B lessed a re
those who enter here,” which also acted as an invitation.
In addition to these were several signs bearing passages of
scriptures of aprophetic nature, and also those recording
t h e i r f u l fi l l m e n t i n H e b r e w a n d Y i d d i s h . T h e f u r n i s h i n g
of the Hebrew mission consisted of adesk, atable, upon
w h i c h w e r e H e b r e w a n d Y i d d i s h O l d a n d N e w Te s t a m e n t s
and afew chairs. Whenever we had ameeting of Jews and
Gentiles together, we used to borrow nearly 200 chairs
through the graciousness of the Anderson furniture store,
for which we were very grateful. The same was true with
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electric fans. On entering the Hebrew mission, one could
notice also alarge skylight which allowed the sun’s rays
to beam upon us, helping to make the Hebrew Mission Hall
m o r e c o m m o d i o u s .

The opening March 12, 1924 was one of significance and
solemnity, one which shall pass into history for the church.
As far as Ican determine, the New Testament church had
not had aChristian Jew laboring primarily among Jewish
people since apostolic days. We frequently had preaching
brethren speak at the Hebrew mission on Friday nights.
They sought to awaken the church to its duty and privi¬
lege to give the gospel of Christ, the GOOD NEWS, to the
Jewish people. Besides these speakers being consecrated
men of God, they were eloquent and forceful, and occupied
positions in the front rank of educators, writers and evan¬
gelists. Among the speakers were: Morgan H. Carter,
professor at A.C.C.; G. C. Brewer, preacher; Charles Brew¬
er, preacher; R. C. Bell, teacher; Howard L. Schug, teacher ;
John E. Dunn, preacher; Gus Dunn Sr., preacher; George
A. Klingman, professor at A.C.C.; Hall C. Calhoun, preach¬
er; R. H. Boll, preacher; W. T. Kidwill, preacher; F. L.
Rowe, editor of Christian Leader; F. L. Young, preacher;
Dr. E. V. Wood, dentist and preacher; W. L. Oliphant,
preacher. On Sunday afternoons, Iproclaimed the gospel
of full redemption through Christ the Son of God, the
CRUCIFIED, RISEN and ASCENDED SAVIOR, our
blessed Mo-chi-ach (Messiah) to Jews mainly, but to any¬
one, for the occasion. While having the Hebrew mission,
our baptisms were not many, but we thank God for those
we did baptize. We certainly labored in amanner to take
advantage of every opportunity to lift up Christ.

Within afew days after the mission opened, Jews started
coming by to see what it was. Some glanced in as they
hurried by; some stopped aminute and passed on; still
others stopped quite awhile and looked at everything and
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went on their way. Of al l these, some came back and
showed interest, but looked around to see if any of their
friends might see them. If no one was present they would
step inside. Ihad large signs hanging in the window bear¬
ing passages of scriptures printed in Hebrew. Also as you
entered the Hebrew mission, you could see large signs in
Hebrew framed under glass on the walls. In the summer
and since it was hot, in spite of the fans, Ikept the door
wide open. If you passed by, you could look in, and of
course you could immediately see the large Hebrew signs
that were framed and hanging on the walls.

Whi le ta lk ing in the doorway to ayoung Jewish man
who taught Hebrew in Kansas City, Missouri, arabbi passed
by and the Jewish man who knew the rabbi stopped him
and s ta r t ed aconve rsa t i on . The rabb i sco lded and censu red
him for coming into the Hebrew mission, and informed him
the signs he saw in Hebrew hanging on the walls, were not
from the “Tenach” (Old Testament) but f rom the “Br i th-
Hachadosha” (New Testament). The rabbi passed on and
Iagain began to talk to the young teacher, reminding him
that the rabb i knew fu l l we l l tha t i t was taken f rom Exodus
12:13, “And the blood shall be to you for atoken upon the
houses where ye are: and when Isee the blood, Iwill pass
over you;” and from Isaiah 53:5, “But he was wounded for
our transgressions: he was bruised for our iniquities: The
chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his
stripes we are healed.” Evidently the rabbi did not like it be¬
cause it speaks of the blood of Christ which is God’s one
AT O N E M E N T. T h i s s h o w s t o w h a t e x t e n t e v e n a l e a d e r i n
Israel will go in order to prevent his brethren in the flesh
from studying the scriptures in an unbiased manner, espe¬
cially those that are able to make him wise unto salvation
that is in Christ Jesus. Fortunately, the young man did not
take the advice of the rabbi, but kept on coming to the
Heb rew m iss i on and even a t t ended some mee t i ngs .
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AJewish man in his late sixties came for over ayear to
the Hebrew mission and also visited in our home. Finally,
he confessed Jesus as the Mo-chi-ach and was baptized.
The next day after his baptism, he came and said that he
would like to talk with me and tell me something of pro¬
found impo r tance . Iwas somewha t su rp r i sed . F rank l y,
1was puzzled! He re lated in detai l the fo l lowing story:

While we talked, argued, discussed and walked together,
when Iwas in you r home, Iobse rved eve ry th ing ,
f u r t h e r s a i d , “ Yo u w i l l r e c a l l o n s e v e r a l o c c a s i o n s w h e n I
was in the Hebrew miss ion , you wou ld s ta te you had to go
away for alittle while and would have to close up the He¬
brew mission. Immediately Ireplied, ‘You can go, but you do
not have to close the Hebrew mission. Iwill most certainly
take good care until you come back. Should anyone call,
or come in, Iwill tell them that you will be back shortly’.”
Isaid, “Yes, Iremember and thought you were very kind
and gracious. Ireal ly did not want to close the mission
against anyone who might come, but sometimes Ihad to
a t t e n d t o c e r t a i n m a t t e r s .

< <

H e

Then he said, “Do you really
know why Id id i t? Ihad agood reason. ” My rep ly was.
Of course Ido, you wanted to show me kindness,

said, “You are wrong. My motive was to be alone in that
H e b r e w m i s s i o n .
(Gal. 2:4).
and see what was going on. Iwas a‘SPY’ whi le Iwas a
guest in your home, while Iwas so graciously entertained.
Iscrutinized everything that Icould lay my hand on during
the time you were gone from the Hebrew mission to see if
you had something that would throw light on your activi¬
ties; if you were really sincere, and to find out if your ap¬
paren t lo f ty in ten t ions had a foundat ion tha t wou ld no t
contradict what you were trying to present to us Jews,
from your ‘Bri th Hachadosha’ (New Testament) teaching.
After watching you so long, and being on the lookout, I

J f

i t B u t h e

f y

Then he sa i d fi rm l y, “ I was aSPY
y y

i t Iwanted to SPY out whi le you were away
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must say that you proved to be sterling, sincere and au¬
thentic as to what you thought and that your life was true.
This reve la t ion t remendously influenced me. Of course
there rests upon every individual the obligation of seeking
to find the Truth. You most assuredly presented the Truth
uncompromisingly to me.

Here are afew lines from the pen of the former Jewish
Spy” wh ich demons t ra te the power (Dunamis ) o f the

Word of God. The following appeared in “ISRAEL’S MES¬
SENGER” and in other religious papers:

9 9

( t

W I T N E S S I N G F O R C H R I S T

As ason of Abraham for many years Ihave been
l o o k i n g f o r t h e t r u e C h r i s t i a n r e l i g i o n . I t r a v e l e d
from New York to Seatt le, without satisfaction: and
Ifeel that it was by the providence of God that Ifinal¬
ly settled in Dallas, Texas. And through the UNSO¬
LICITED acquaintance of Brother Eckstein’s convinc¬
ing explanations, Iconcluded that the religion of the
Church of Christ is the genuine one. Iacknowledged
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and accepted
Christ as my Saviour, as Iwas bur ied wi th Him in
baptism. By doing so, Ihave the posit ive assurance
of everlasting life. Praise the Lord, who said, “I am
come that they might have life and that they might
have it more abundantly. For to be carnally minded
is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.”
But as for me, Iwill praise the Lord unceasingly for¬
e v e r .

Signed: Stephen A. Neederman.
L e t t h e r e d e e m e d o f t h e

Lord say so” (Psalm 107:2).
The work was blessed, and more were learning of our

work among the Jewish people. Afew congregations and
several individuals from other congregations, realizing the
obstacles before the Jews who embraced Christianity, and
seeing the wisdom of amission for the Jews where they
could study and discuss with one who understands their

n
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problems, desired to help us to maintain the Hebrew mis¬
s ion . We were l i v ing in amost s imp le and economica l
manner, yet were just paying expenses. But we thank God
we kept out of debt and never asked help of anyone.

There was in Dallas awealthy lady, Mrs. J. B. Wilson,
who was deep l y i n te res ted i n re l i g i ous work , he lp ing
churches, colleges, Bible schools, missionaries and others.
She told me later she had been watching the work of the
Hebrew mission and wanted to see it expand. She learned
how and where we were living, and that we had one small
child and that my wife was in the hospital with asecond
baby. Therefore, she decided to go there and see her. They
had anice visit and though short, spent most of the time
speaking of things spiritual. Then she sent beautiful flow¬
ers to her. When Icame to the hospital, Ifound the flow¬
e r s w i t h t h e s e n d e r ’ s n a m e . T h e fl o r i s t h a d n o t r e m o v e d
the price tag which indicated they were expensive flowers.
Although my wife and Iappreciated the good heartedness
of that lady very much, under our circumstances, we wished
the money had been spent for the Hebrew mission work.

The next day she phoned me and inquired as to when my
wife and baby were to come home. We thanked her for
such kindness. She came with her chauffeur and brought
my wife and baby home, and spent some time talking with
me of the work we were doing among the Jewish people.
She informed us that she would like to share in bringing
the gospel to God’s ancient people, the Jews. She said,
her minister. Dr. W. M. Anderson, Presbyterian Church,
spoke very highly of me, and that he had frequently walked
by the Hebrew mission and observed our activity. Iknew
of him and from that time we were acquainted. She asked
me many questions concerning the Hebrew mission w'ork,
and Iquickly discerned she had unusual interest in the Jew¬
ish people. She suggested that she would like very much
to establish or build apermanent Hebrew Mission. In ad-
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dition, we would be well supported. She asked if we had
many conver ts . Ianswered, “We have severa l who ex¬
pressed belief in Christ, but only two have submitted to
BAPTISM.” She then remarked, “ I do no t be l ieve tha t
baptism is necessary for salvation whether Jew or Gentile.”
My wife and Iwere deeply touched by her graciousness
t o w a r d u s a n d h e r c o n c e r n f o r t h e J e w i s h w o r k . B u t i n

spite of that, we could not accept. Imade it plain that to
m e t h e s c r i p t u r e s t a u g h t B A P T I S M I S E S S E N T I A L T O
SALVATION, and Icould not compromise Biblical teaching
under any condition, regardless of what some eminent theo¬
logians thought. Al though this was amost promising of¬
fer from amaterial point of view, Ihad to politely decline.
Itold that good lady, “We are members of the church of
Christ and we recognize all BAPTIZED believers as Chris¬
t ians” (Mark 16:15-16) .

How sad, many conscientious, honest folk think that one
doctrine is just as good as another. If it were so, why did
the Apostle Paul through the Holy Spirit use such stern
words to the Galatian churches: “If we or an an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which
we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.” Some
said to me, “Was it hard for you to make such adecision and
turn down such an offer?” I repl ied that I found strength
in the Lord to do His will, in this, as in other matters. I
did only what every “twice born” one should have done, and
Ineeded no pat on the back for such adecision. God for¬
bid, that such should ever come into our hearts and minds.
N o w w h i l e w r i t i n g t h e s e l i n e s , I t a k e a r e t r o s p e c t i o n ,
greatly rejoice and thank God that He gave me grace and
power in that trying hour in order that Idid not compro¬
mise, or destroy my firm foundation. How blessed it is t@
do something today of which you can rejoice tomorrow!
The philosophy that so long as one is sincere, it matters
not what they believe, is an indirect opposition to the teach-
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ing of Christ. He made one indispensable condition to in¬
herit eternal salvation, “Repent and be BAPTIZED for the
r e m i s s i o n o f s i n s .

It -was customary for the Dallas Morning News and the
Dallas World to send areporter to some churches on Sun¬
day to gather news. He occasionally came to the Hebrew
Mission and the following items appeared in Monday morn¬
ing editions:

> >

L O Y A L T Y O F P A U L U P H E L D A S M O D E L

Loyalty to the Christ such as has been recorded by
the Apostle Paul can be accounted to alove of the
qual i ty expressed in h is own words. ‘Now abideth
faith, hope and love, these three: and the greatest of
these is love’,” said the Rev. Stephen D. Eckstein, di¬
rec to r o f t he Hebrew M iss ion , 111 Sou th Harwood S t . ,
in amessage delivered Sunday afternoon.

The Apostle Paul, apupil of the well known scribe
Gamaliel, was in possession of asound knowledge of
the Holy Scriptures, and of the traditions of the eld¬
ers , ” he reca l l ed .

Whenever there was aSynagogue, he reasoned
with the Jewish people from the Scriptures, ‘that it
behooved Christ to suffer and to rise again from the
d e a d ’ . ”

n

n

u

From his epistle to the Romans and to the Gala¬
t ians we know h im, bu t the secre t o f h is success was
in the burning love he bore for his fellows,
z a t i o n i s i n d e b t e d t o t h e H e b r e w s f o r t h e C h r i s t i a n
rel igion,” said Dr. Howard L. Schug at the Hebrew
Mission, 111 South Harwood St. , Fr iday night . Dr.
Schug is professor of modern languages in Abilene
Christian College. He asserted also that civi l ization
takes its philosophy and art from the Greeks, its law
and order from the Romans, but owes the biggest
debt of all to the Hebrews for religion. Other speak¬
ers were Professor R. C. Bell, of Morrilton, Arkansas,
and the Rev. Stephen D. Eckstein, missionary to the
Jews in charge of the mission.

i t

C i v i l i -
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D I R E C T O R O F M I S S I O N T E L L S R E D E M P T I O N
P L A N

God’s plan of redemption was discussed in the ser¬
mon of the Rev. Stephen D. Eckstein Sunday at the
Hebrew Mission, 1921 Live O.ak Street, of which he is
d i r e c t o r .

Through God’s plan of redemption His perfect im¬
age is again restored to man.” he said, “and anew
life is created within which is up to the original stand¬
ard not in the flesh, but in the spirit. It is this life
which is to conquer to reign.

t i

The new l i fe in manifestat ion prevents the old:
the old is still there, but is kept under, and the new

The new life functions the will of God, andI S s e e n ,

it is He who keeps our conduct along the line of sacri¬
fice for others and equips us in the spirit of His pas¬
sion, so as to produce the fruits unto righteousness.
It is he who gives us life from the dead, pardon from
s in , de l i ve rance f rom capt iv i t y, and power to the
saints, heaven to the weary and athrone to the over-

»
c o m e r s .

P R O P H E C I E S O F C H R I S T ’ S C O M I N G A R E
D I S C U S S E D

Utterances of the Hebrew prophets looking to the
coming of Christ were discussed by the Rev. Stephen
D. Eckstein, d irector of the Hebrew Mission, 1921
Live Oak St., in atalk there Sunday afternoon.

In the far distant ages. God had watched this little
w o r l d a s i t t o o k o n t h e c o n d i t i o n s w h i c h w e r e t o fi t
i t f o r t h e h a b i t a t i o n o f m a n . ” s a i d t h e R e v . M r . E c k ¬
stein. “Often through the Old Testament was fore¬
shadowed Christ’s coming and often had the inspired
word announced tha t some day the Lord H imse l f
w o u l d c o m e t o e a r t h a n d d w e l l i n t h e m i d s t o f H i s
people. God had manifested Himself in nature, but
now He was to come to live among men in human flesh,
through the Incarnation of His Son.

B A P T I Z E T W O J E W I S H S I S T E R S A T G A R R E T T

An unusual scene was witnessed Sunday morning.

i i
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March 25th, when two Jewish young w'omen (sisters)
were baptized at the Garrett Avenue Chui'ch of Christ
by t he pas to r, D r. E . V. Wood . These make five
Jewish converts through the work being carr ied on
by the missionary, Stephen D. Eckstein, in this local¬
i t y.

D A L L A S M A N S P E A K S I N F O R T W O R T H
Stephen D. Eckstein of Dallas, missionary to the

J e w s , a d d r e s s e d s e v e r a l h u n d r e d m e n a t F o r t W o r t h
Tuesday when he spoke to the combined employed
forces of the Armour and Swift Packing plants. His
s u b j e c t w a s “ T H E L I F E T H AT W I N S . ” M r . E c k s t e i n
has been working as amissionary in Dallas and vi¬
cinity for several years.

E C K S T E I N T O V I S I T L O N G V I E W S U N D A Y
Longview, Texas, will be visited by missionary Ste¬

phen D. Eckstein, who is working among the Jewish
people in this locality: he will leave Saturday and will
spend the day visiting his kinsmen, and Sunday will
p r e a c h a t t h e C h u r c h o f C h r i s t . H i s t h e m e w i l l b e
“DIVINE MERCY.” The object of the trip is adouble
one, first, that he may become acquainted with the
people there, and second that interest in the work
which he is carrying on might be stimulated.

The above are apart of the news articles which appeared
in the Dallas Morning News from time to time. Since it
was asecular paper, we deeply appreciated the recognition
it gave us. Religious activities are not accorded such pub¬
licity in some areas.

An interesting conversion occurred after aseries of un¬
u s u a l e v e n t s . A n e x c i t e d J e w i s h m a n c a m e i n t o o u r H e ¬
brew Mission and without saying aword, first gave the
Mission asearching look. The more he looked, the more in¬
flamed he became. He picked up abook from the several
that were on the table (the Old Testament in Hebrew and
in Yiddish, also the New Testament in Hebrew and Yid¬
dish). He picked up one but noticed that it was a“Tenach”
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and placed it back on the table. Then he picked up aNew
Testament and opened it. His face flushed and he began
tearing out pages, and then tore it from cover to cover,
threw it on the floor and trampled the pages. With arms
waving, he began shouting that he was going to break the
large plate glass window in front of the bui ld ing. Isaw
that he was infuriated and meant to carry out his threat.
Ip leaded wi th h im not to do such av io lent th ing. I to ld
him Icould easi ly get another New Testament with l i t t le
cost. Ibegged him not to break the large, expensive plate
glass window. Iinformed him the building did not belong
to us, and that if he broke the window, he would have to
pay for it and be arrested.

People frequently came in to use our phone, especially
brethren who knew me quite well. Just then it so hap¬
pened abrother was using the phone. He could not under¬
stand Yiddish, but from what he saw, it was enough to
m a k e h i m u n d e r s t a n d t h e J e w i s h m a n w a s n o t r e c i t i n g a
Psalm, but was very angry. From his gestures he discerned
that the mad Jew planned to do something violent. Itold
the bro ther what he sa id he wou ld do, and the bro ther en¬
d e a v o r e d t o w a r n h i m o f c e r t a i n t r o u b l e i f h e c a r r i e d o u t
his plan. Ipleaded with my former co-religionist to sit
down and calm himself, as he was greatly upset, disturbed
and troubled. Of course Irealized exactly how he felt and
his attitude was not surprising to me, but Idid not want
him to get into trouble. Also Iwanted with all my power
to avoid an incident which would cause an uproar in the
Jewish community.

H e t o l d m e i n Y i d d i s h t h a t t h e H e b r e w M i s s i o n w a s a
disgrace to the Dallas Jewish community. How did it hap¬
pen that Iinvaded such aprominent place, such anice spot,
alocation right opposite the City Hall where so many Jews
passed to and fro? After he calmed down somewhat, I
a s k e d h i m i f h e h a d a “ Te n a c h . As arule, the average
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Jew has “Sidurim” (Hebrew Daily Prayer Books), “Mach-
zairim” (Hebrew Prayer Books for the Holidays) and some
commentaries, but does not have the “Tenach.” Such is
avery common occurrence, strange as it may seem to a
n o n - J e w. H e r e p l i e d , t h a t h e t h o u g h t t h a t h e h a d a

Te n a c h ” b u t w a s n o t c e r t a i n . A t l e a s t h e w a s h o n e s t . I
remarked, “Even though you are pressed for time, and do
not care to talk—not even one minute—I want you to read
the 5th chapter of the first book of the Pentateuch. If you
don’t have aTenach, Iwill be happy to let you have either
o n e i n H e b r e w o r i n Y i d d i s h . ” I n a m i n u t e o r t w o , w i t h a
disgusting look, he left, shaking his head, uttering these
words, “A broch zuh aich” (Woe unto you) and left the
Miss ion . However, I knew wha t I sa id wou ld revo l ve i n
his mind, and he would wonder why Iasked him to read that
particular portion, the fifth chapter of Genesis.

I fe l t cer ta in i t would make him cur ious, and that he
would most certainly come back, his anger and fury less¬
e n e d .

Several days later, he phoned me at my home and asked
m e i f I w o u l d b e i n t h e H e b r e w M i s s i o n a t a c e r t a i n h o u r .
I t o l d h i m t h a t , a l t h o u g h I h a d o t h e r p l a n s , I w o u l d b e
most happy to change and be there at the hour he desired.
As servants of Christ, we must set an example of love to
the world and show forbearance. Iwas in the Mission only
afew minutes, when the Jewish man who afew days be¬
fore destroyed aNew Testament and wanted to break the
plate glass window arrived. He manifested an entirely
different attitude and remarked that he was very happy
indeed that during his terrible wrath, he had been pre¬
vented from carrying out afoolish act which would have
caused ascandal, and brought personal loss of himself. I
explained that Isympathized with him and understood per¬
fectly his behavior. Then Iasked what he wanted to talk
about. He said, “First Idid as you suggested. Iread the

i t
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chapter through several times, but Icould not find any¬
thing pertaining to me in the least. Although not aspe¬
cia l is t in the Hebrew, Icou ld read and unders tand the
meaning of what Iread.” Incidentally, he frankly admitted
t h a t i t w a s t h e fi r s t t i m e t h a t h e r e a d A N Y T H I N G f r o m
t h e “ Te n a c h ” s i n c e h i s “ B a r - M i z t v a h .

Desiring to explain, Isaid, “If you are pressed for time,
Iwould like to leave athought with you, on this, the fifth
chapter o f Genes is , wh ich i s commonly known as the
DEATH chapter. Not apretty name at al l ! But in reali ty,
every moment of our lives there is less, and less and less in
our hour glass. The Ostrich philosophy won’t work. So
whether we like it or not, we must face it. There is no
other alternative. For some it is ahorror; for others it is
a‘walk’ (Psalm 23:4) into another world, where there is
PEACE, and E'TERNAL JOY, etc. The fifth chapter tells
of people who lived and died. It gives only their chronol¬
ogy. In other words beside this we do not know much about
them, only that they lived so many years and died. Lived
and died. L ived and died. However, somet imes, only a
short paragraph reveals so much. For example, we read
that ‘Jabez knew the God of Israel.’ That says something
that is profitable in this world, and in the world to come.
Suppose you live until the age of 120 years like Moses.
That is along, long t ime. You accumulate much wealth,
yes, and make many friends. When you die, it will be said
that you lived 120 years and died. Lived and died. What
asad commentary to give in aeulogy, ‘lived and died.’ For
what shall aman be profited, i f he shall gain the world
and loses his soul? Or what shall he give in exchange for
his soul? But we must ‘seek FIRST the kingdom of God
and His righteousness.’ Is it not time for you to make an
inventory?” I fur ther said to h im, “You know as wel l as
Ido, that when aJew dies, other Jews take small stones
and place upon their eyes. You know why they do it? As

9 9
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long as aman has his eyes open he strives, he makes ef¬
forts, he labors, he continually drives to accumulate more
and more. Yet the more he has, the more he wants. But
when he dies, he has ENOUGH. The earth covers him.
His eyes are covered. No more craving. Stop! Enough!
‘Naked did Icome and naked must Igo.’ In the ‘Ethics of
t h e F a t h e r s ’ w e r e a d t h u s : ‘ A K I VA H B E N M H A L L E L’
s a i d ‘ U L O N ATO H - H A U L A I C H . L I M K O N O F O R R I M O H
YESOLAIOH’ (Whither art thou going? To aplace of
dust, worms and reptiles).”

We talked and discussed for several hours, and Icould
tell he was now as stirred to learn the truth, as he had
been in anger at our first meeting. He came to our Hebrew
Mission for four years. He also visited our home many
times. We studied together the “Britl'-Hachadosha.” His
hunger and thirst increased. He enjoyed the study of
God’s Word, and finally came to the point where he said.
All the time Iwas denouncing you and the Mission, Iwas

really denouncing the Mo-chi-ach. Now Isee the Mo-chi-
ach must be HE of whom the prophets spoke, so Iaccept
Him as such.” Then he made his decision to be BAP¬
TIZED. There was no false bravery or insincerity in the
manner in which he made his decision, but real valor. After
he was buried with his Lord in BAPTISM, he desired to
know what was right and do it. Of course this purpose of
heart should be the rule of every “twice born” one, be he
Jew or non-Jew. He, like myself, was sure to suffer terrible
persecution, but he did not compromise what he believed
the word of God taught. We must continue to make an
endeavor to rescue the Jews who are perishing because of
their unbelief and hardness of heart. We must have pa¬
t i e n c e . “ H e t h a t b e l i e v e t h s h a l l n o t m a k e h a s t e . I t i s n o t
His will that any should perish but all will certainly perish
unless they are brought to repent, confess and be baptized.”

Depending on the background and the degree of their
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loyalty to God or their adherence to Jewish traditions, one
working among the Jews finds avariety of obstacles when
trying to make the first entrance for the Word that brings
light concerning the Christ and His salvation.

T i l l n o w I h a v e t o l d o f t h e v i c t o r i e s o f t h e o n e s w h o w e r e

led to accept JESUS as the Mo-chi-ach and be BAPTIZED;
but the following Jew, Iam sorry to say, went away with¬
out surrendering. This elderly Jew who was once a“Shamos”
(Sexton) in Russia came frequently to the mission. For
along time, Idiscussed with him about Jesus and quoted
from the Old Testament which attested to the indisputable
fact that Jesus is the Mo-chi-ach who was predicted by
Moses and the prophets. I informed him during my dis¬
courses, that atrue understanding of the “Tenach” is in¬
dispensable for aproper real izat ion of the “Bri th-Hacha-
d o s h a .

woman, and between thy seed and her seed: he shall bruise
thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel” (Genesis 3:15).

The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor the rulers
staff from between his feet. Until Shiloh come, and unto
him shall the obedience of the people be” (Genesis 49:
10) . “ I w i l l ra ise them up aprophet f rom among the i r
brethren, l ike unto thee, and Iwi l l put my words in his
mouth, and he shall speak unto them all that Ishall com¬
mand him” (Deuteronomy 18:18).

Therefore the Lord Himself wi l l give you asign: be¬
hold avirgin shall conceive and bear ason and shall call
h i s n a m e I m m a n u e l ” ( I s a i a h 7 : 1 4 ) .

“For unto us achild is born, unto us ason is given, and
the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Ever¬
lasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6).

But THOU Bethlehem Ephratha, which are little to be
among the thousands of Judah, out of thee shall one come

f y And Iw i l l pu t enm i t y be tween thee and t he
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forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel: whose going
forth are from of old; from everlasting” (Micah 5:2).

But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was
bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace
was upon HIM, and with his stripes we are healed. All we
like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to
his own way, and Jehovah hath laid on him the iniquity of
us all” (Isaiah 53:5-6).

Paul through the gospel of the Mo-chi-ach brought sal¬
v a t i o n t o t h e J e w a n d n o n - J e w. We c a n s e e t h e t r u t h f u l ¬
ness with regard to JESUS as the Christ, through the Word
of God. The apostle Paul, whenever he had the opportu¬
nity, bore witness powerfully and effectively for JESUS.
The following adds additional light. “And Paul as his man¬
ner was, went in upon them, and three Sabbath days rea¬
soned with them out of the scriptures (Acts 17:2). He
further spoke glowingly, “But this Iconfess unto thee,
that after the way which they call heresy, so worship I
the God of my fathers, believing all things which are writ¬
ten in the law and in the Prophets” (Acts 24:14). “Opening
and al leging that Christ must needs have suffered and
risen again from the dead, and that JESUS whom Ipreach
unto you, is Christ” (Acts 17:3). “Having therefore ob¬
tained help of God, Icontinue unto this day, witnessing
both to small and great, saying none other things than
those which the Prophets and Moses did say should come
(Acts 26:22).
since the foundation of the world, but now once in the end
of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the SAC¬
RIFICE OF HIMSELF” (Hebrews 9:26).
this day, when Moses is read, the veil is upon their heart.
Nevertheless, when aman shall turn to the Lord the veil
shall be taken away” (2 Cor. 3:15,16).

Ispoke in Yiddish, and said to that aged son of Abraham,
Ibecame thoroughly convinced that JESUS is the Mo-

‘ F o r t h e m m u s t h e o f t e n h a v e s u f f e r e d

B u t e v e n u n t o
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chi-ach, sent by God, the Father to redeem the world, be¬
cause he has fulfilled all prophecies written aforetime con¬
cerning himself, to the letter, and is stil l fulfilling them.

Kiss the Son lest he be angry, and ye perish from the
way, when his wrath is kindled but al i t t le. Blessed are
all they that put their trust in him” (Psalm 2:12).
asked me i f Ihave seen JESUS? Certain ly, Ihave seen
him in the ‘Tenach’ as afaithful shepherd of Israel, and
in the New Testament, as the Lamb of God, my Lord who
died for me on the Cross, to redeem me and bring me back
to the Father.” Of course these are only afew of the many
Mess ian i c re fe rences Ip resen ted . He made th i s t e r se
s ta tement , “Were i t no t fo r BAPTISM, Imigh t embrace
Chr i s t i an i t y.

When Iwent out to preach to Gentiles, besides feeding
their souls, Ihad an opportunity to acquaint them with
the work of the Hebrew Mission. Joy and sweetness fill
and thrill my soul for the blessed privilege afforded me to
devote my l i fe to the g lor ificat ion of His holy name. I
truly thank Him that Ihad the humble part in helping to
s ta r t aNew Tes tament congrega t ion in Gar land , Texas
(about 15 mi les f rom Dal las). Innumerable t imes Iwent
out on Sunday to Garland. We met in aschool house. Many
times we had to go out and gather wood to build afire in
the stove, since we were prohibited use of the coal which
be longed to the schoo l . Io f ten fe l t the re shou ld have
been more fire in the “pulpit” and less fire in the stove. What
was true then, is even true now in many places. Only a
few fa i th fu l members c f the “one body” assembled “ to
break bread” and they kept the work going. From that
nucleus grew aflour ishing and prosperous congregat ion.
We were just afew, but we kept plodding along preaching
the gospel of Christ uncompromisingly! Abrother, an oc¬
togenarian, led the singing. It was edifying, truly stirring
up our love to Christ. We had sweet, tender, deep and
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melting communion with our blessed Lord Jesus. We all
enjoyed it greatly! His Word when preached and accepted,
gives l i fe, beauty, growth, and frui tage. These few ex¬
pressed such adeep desire for the fellowship of the King.

Ihad asimilar experience at Prairie Creek in the 1920’s.
It was afew miles from Dallas, Texas. Adaughter and her
aged mother came by my house on Sunday morning and
took me out to preach. This work was started by them.
Again we met in aschool house, and many times Iwent
and gathered wood to make afire in the stove. (Sometimes
they brought kindling wood with them.) We were only a
few but we kept the torch burning clear and high. Icame
back for services at the Hebrew Mission in the afternoon
and returned in the evening when they were able to have
two services. At times, Itaught the Bible Class, preached,
and waited on the Lord’s table, but was very happy, as we
all did it for the glory of God and the honor of His Son!
As Ilook back, Igreatly rejoice that the Lord used me to
help blaze the way and establish acongregation where
“ C h r i s t C r u c i fi e d

waters, but God gives the increase. His name be praised!
Iwent out many times to Irving, Texas (a short distance
from Dallas), where afew met in an old, dilapidated wood¬
en church building near acemetery. But now Ibelieve it
has several flourishing churches. To Him be all the glory.

Ipreached in churches all over Texas and at some places
in Oklahoma during the 1920’s and 1930’s.
claiming the salvation that is in Christ, Itried to enlighten
the people concerning the spiritual state of the Jews. I
visited cities where there were large Jewish communities
and called on them in their places of business when Ihad
the opportunity. Therefore, when Iwent to alarge city,
the best approach was to speak on the street in the Jewish
neighborhood. Since Iwould remain only afew days, I
could bear witness for Christ to more Jews than by visiting

was p reached. One p lan ts , ano ther
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ind iv idua l l y. I spoke many t imes on the s t ree ts i n the
Jewish neighborhood in several cities. There were always
afew who would stop and l isten as Ibore test imony for
JESUS the “Mo-chi-ach” (Messiah).

When Ia r r i ved in Hous ton wh ich had a la rge Jew ish
population, Iwent to the City Hall in order to secure aper¬
mit to speak on the st reet . Af ter afew quest ions, they
i s s u e d a p e r m i t f o r w h i c h I w a s t r u l y g r a t e f u l . I h a v e
shown it to anumber of people. Ihad to renew the permit
whenever Icame to Houston. Before Ispoke, I took abox
and placed alarge cardboard sign upon i t . On the sign
printed in large black Hebrew letters was, “JESHUAH HA-
MO-CHI -ACH GAUAIL Y ISROAIL” (JESUS CHRIST IS¬
RAEL’S MESSIAH) . Then Ip laced my “Tenach” Hebrew
(Old Tes tament ) , the “BRITH-HA-CHA-DOSHA” Hebrew
(New Testament) and the “Siddur” (Hebrew Daily Prayer
B o o k ) o n t h e b o x . I n c i d e n t a l l y, t h e “ S i d d u r ” a n d t h e
“Br i th Hachadosha” (New Testament ) looked a l i ke and
t h e c o l o r o f t h e c o v e r s w a s i d e n t i c a l . F r o m o b s e r v a t i o n
you could not tel l which was the “Siddur” ( the Hebrew
prayer book) and which was the Hebrew New Testament.

On one occasion, aJewish store was located ashort dis¬
tance from the corner where Istood. The proprietor came
out of his store, took off his glasses, wiped them, put them
back on, and then looked closely at the large Hebrew sign,

Jesus Chr ist is the Messiah.” Through the s ign, Iwas
telling the Jews in no uncertain terms that Iwas abeliever
who had accepted Jesus as the Christ of God. At that
time, alittle boy of about 10 or 11 came out from the store,
and talked to the man who was his father, and asked who
Iwas and what Iwas do ing . H is fa ther d id no t answer
but came to me and said, “I wish that you would have taken
adifferent corner, and not in front of my place of business.”
(In real i ty Iwas about 50 feet from his store.) Ishowed
him my permit but he did not care to look at it. As he

H
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turned around, his boy unwittingly picked up the little book
from the box. His father, assuming the little book was un¬
doubtedly some of the paraphernalia of the Meshumodim”
(Baptized Jews) said with avoice full of anger, “Throw
that abomination into the gutter.

The boy immediately obeyed the wish of his angry father.
Iwent and picked it up, took out my handkerchief, wiped
off the covers, and said to my former co-religionist, “I am
shocked that you should throw away a‘Siddur ’ (the Daily
Hebrew Prayer Book) where God’s Holy Name is recorded,
and from which Jewry prays three times daily. If you are
from the old country, and Iassume that you are, you should
know how the Jewish people col lect the torn, worn out
‘S iddu r im ’ (Da i l y P raye r Books ) , ‘Machza i r im ’ (P raye r
Books for the Holidays) and ‘Tenachs’ (Old Testaments')
and other sacred literature, and place all in the attic of the
Synagogues.” When asufficient quantity was gathered,
it was carried to aJewish cemetery and buried because a
Jew is strictly prohibited from burning them since they
have God’s name there in. I fur ther reminded my former
co-religionist, that according to some rabbinical teaching,
aJew is prohibited from burning aNew Testament, “Brith
Hachadosha” because God’s name is there. “You told your
boy to throw it into the gutter thinking that little volume
was some kind of amissionary book, and that you would
have done a‘miztva’ (good deed) and would receive agreat
reward in the world to come. But you have committed two
evils by commanding your son to throw it into the gutter.
As you said, he is not yet ‘Bar-Mitvah’.” (As Ipreviously
explained, aJewish boy reaches his religious responsibility
at the age of thirteen. Before his “Bar-Mitvah” (Confirma¬
tion) ,the boy’s father is responsible for all the sins his son
committed. But after he becomes “Bar-Mitvah,” he him¬
self is responsible for the sins he commits. Therefore, on
the day of his “Bar-Mitvah” which takes place in the syna-
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gogue on aSabbath morning, the father says the “Baruch
Shepotrani Blessing” (Blessed be He who has freed me
from being responsible for this young man’s sin—conduct.)
You caused him to sin by throwing God’s name to the

ground. Secondly since the rabbis teach that- each Jew is
responsible for others, you are responsible for his sins, as
he was not ‘Bar-Mitvah. ’ Even i f he were al ready ‘Bar
Mitvah,’ still you would have been responsible.”

That Jewish man paled and literally trembled, knowing
that he had done athing like that. However, he took his
boy’s hand and both walked into the store, unreceptive to
further teaching. 0, how my heart surged’ with emotion,
and with alonging, to see not only him and his boy, but
al l the Jews turn from darkness unto the Light that is
C h r i s t J e s u s .

< <
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C H A P T E R X I

L A B O R I N G I N A N E W F I E L D

By 1930, we had three young sons, Stephen, Paul, and
John, and my wife was expecting afourth child. She be¬
came our only daughter. Our expenses were increasing,
but our help was decreasing. Desiring to give the Lord’s
work first consideration, we moved the mission to abuild¬
ing where the rent was cheaper. Then the depress ion
years came upon the whole country and many suffered
heavy loss. Many lost their interest in the Lord’s work
and ours was no exception, and after atime we had to va¬
cate that bui ld ing. Icont inued working among the Jews
throughout the city as long as Iremained in Dallas. After
laboring without amission, it became evident that it would
be best to make achange and move from Dallas, with the
hope of having amission in some other city. After labor¬
ing among the Jewish people in Dallas, Texas, from 1922
to 1935 , where we fa i th fu l l y p resen ted the Mess ian ic
claims, and tenderly pleaded for His acceptance, certain
things developed which were beyond our control. We hated
to leave, where for so many years we pioneered, suffered
and sacrificed in order that my kindred in the flesh might
be brought to asaving knowledge of the Mo-chi-ach.

After much prayer and deliberation, we decided to move
to Kansas City, Missouri, where there was also alarge
Jewish communi ty. Here we have been ever s ince. As
missionary work never ceases, Iimmediately began to la-
'oor among the tens of thousands of Jews in greater Kansas
City. Having no mission hall, Ihave been carrying on
from our home. To this task Ihave dedicated my time, to
spend and be spent” in His service where Imay continue
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to proclaim the gospel of full redemption, through Christ
the Son of God, the crucified, risen and ascended Savior.
Iam the only JEWISH CHRISTIAN who labors among the
Jewish people in greater Kansas City.

Although we had experienced serious economic trials in
Dallas, Texas, we came face to face with even more hard¬
ship in Kansas City, Missouri. During the past 28 years,
our life has been and continues to be fraught with dan¬
ger, trials, testings and tribulation. Having to be excom¬
municated from all of your own is something that is in¬
describable. Many times the pillars of my foundation were
shaken, because of terrible persecution, poverty and priva¬
tion, especially when our children had to go to school with¬
out their lunch. That was atest indeed. It was only be¬
cause of His matchless grace and power that we endured.
Instead of looking for pi ty, we were steadfast ly looking
unto Jesus, and keeping in communion with Him. All of
this worked ahardship on my wife. Naturally every woman
longs for amodest, humble home. That is her pride. None¬
theless, she never complained, nor murmured. On the con¬
trary, she said, “I cannot but feel rich and extremely happy
with the lot that the Lord set out for me.” She stood by
me during these years unflinchingly, and kept on encour¬
aging me in the work of faith and labor of love! She used
over and over the things we had, that nothing be wasted.
Her s imple t rust ing fa i th , her whole-hear ted surrender,
and her unt i r ing sel f sacr ifice, were agreat st imulus to
me in the work. Not very many are blessed with such a
helpmate. Truly, the Lord is good. (I frankly admit, that
1have not lived up to my promise, and have not shown her
the consideration and tenderness and understanding that
are due her. Now, after 45 years of our married life, she
is more precious and wonderful than before.)

We have five wonder fu l ch i ldren, four sons and one
daughter, and they all helped us in bearing the load that I
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m i g h t c o n t i n u e i n t h e L o r d ’s w o r k . T h e h o m e i s t h e f o u n ¬
dat ion of al l p iety and morals! I t is no simple task to
rear afamily in privation, but we thank God that, through
Christ who strengthened us. we can do all things. Isay
for the glory of God and the honor of His Son that all our
children are BAPTIZED believers, seeking to live for Christ
and that others may know of His saving grace. Iam hop¬
ing great things for them. God enabled us to rear our
children as earnest sacrificing Christians.

Though He may send me some affliction,
’Twill but make me long for home.

For in love, and not in anger,
All his chastening will come.

So while here the Cross Iam bearing.
Meeting storms and billows wild,

Jesus for my soul is caring.
Naught can harm his faithful Father ’s child.

Although Iknew some watchmaking which Ihad learned
in Russia, Iwas unable to secure employment in that trade,
a s I l a c k e d s o m e o f t h e m e c h a n i c a l s k i l l t h a t w a s n e c e s ¬

sary, also, in some places, when Iwas making out my ap-
lication, Iwould prove in one way or another unsatisfactory,
so Ihad to find employment at anything that Icould get.
Idid various kinds of work using the languages Ihad ac¬
q u i r e d , b u t w i t h o u t m u c h m a t e r i a l r e m u n e r a t i o n . O u r
boys were growing up and that relieved some of the pres¬
sure o f t he ob l i ga t i ons wh ich had to be me t . Th ings
seemed alittle better, but Ibecame ill with what appeared
aslight ailment, but as the months passed, the affliction
got worse, compelling me to seek medical care. After a
thorough diagnosis, i t was discovered that my afflict ion,
although not malignant, was astubborn case of ulcer of
the colon. It is hard to treat, but it is still more difficult to
o v e r c o m e s u c h a d i s o r d e r . I w a s a l s o t o l d t h a t t h e n a t u r e
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of the disease is “frequent recurrence.
Jonged sickness, Ibecame so weak and thin that Icould
hardly walk and was at the gates of death. The doctors
informed us if ahemorrhage should occur internally, there
was nothing that could be done. My very efficient doctor,
who is aspecialist in this particular field, kept on treating
me, first to build me up, because Idid not have much re¬
serve left to fight off the disease. Finally, my doctor suc¬
ceeded in arresting the disease by localizing it, but Iwas
caut ioned Imight have arecurrence. During these years,
I h a v e h a d s e v e r a l r e c u r r e n c e s . I t l e f t m e w i t h a c h r o n i c

affliction. It has been acontinual drain on my energy.
In spite of my affliction during the years, except w’hen I

was critically ill, Ihave been out almost daily bearing wit¬
ness among the Jewish people for my Lord and Savior Je¬
sus Christ, trying to bring about the conversion of Jews,
who in turn will go out among their fellow men as living
testimonies, bringing Christ to them. Hence through the
undiminishable supply of God’s grace afforded us, our spir¬
itual fortification has thus been maintained. My good wife
spent many nights and days in nursing me, besides caring
for the family. The attention, care and devotion which she
bestowed upon me, are beyond description. The good Lord
w i l l r e w a r d h e r f o r h e r f a i t h f u l n e s s .

From the pro-
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C H A P T E R X I I

T E R R I F Y I N G W A R A N D B L E S S E D P E A C E

Then upon the horizon came the European dictator Hit¬
ler, who plunged the world into war; the most terrible and
most devastating war in all the annals of history. Millions
of human beings perished. It fell heavily upon the Jewish
people. Over six mil l ion innocent men, women and chil¬
dren were kil led, nearly half of the Jewish population of
the earth. Ihad anumber of relatives in Europe and the
anxiety over them aggravated my i l lness. To this day, I
know nothing of what befell them.

In the space of 11 months, all three of our older sons,
still in their teens, were called into the armed forces, as
were mill ions of other American boys. This was aterrible
blow, causing anxiety over them and depriving us of their
help. We learned that every place they were sent, they
would at once seek aplace to worship wi th the Lord ’s
church. In places where there were none, they would as¬
semble with agroup of fellow service men of like precious
faith and have an assembly of their own. It brought great
rejoicing to our hearts, and helped me physically. Anyone
who had sons in serv ice knows what anerve-wrack ing,
trying life it is to have to think of the things that their
spirit, soul and body are exposed to day after day. You
can only write, pray for them, wait, and hope they wil l
return and again be able to take aplace of service in the
Lord’s kingdom, which was your aspiration all the while
you were bringing them up in the nurture and the admoni¬
t i o n o f t h e L o r d . I d o n ’ t s e e h o w t h o s e w h o t h e m s e l v e s
were not Christians, and whose sons were not Christians,
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could endure the thought of being without God, without
hope and devoid of comfort.

When Christians commune with Christians under any
circumstances, they can converse in the language of faith
and strengthen one another. Our boys, knowing Iwas ill,
tried to strengthen me and we in turn endeavored to fortify
them by our letters and prayers. When Isaw them laying
hold on the sustaining grace of God in carrying their ter¬
r ible load, I fel t in comparison mine was l ight afflict ion.
Day after day, for over three years, this went on. As I
was able, Iwent out among the Jews trying to win some
to Him who alone can bring hope, light and salvation. Be¬
cause of the atrocities befalling their relatives, they showed
much bitterness and placed the heaviest blame for it on
the Jews who like me had embraced Christianity. My
heart was heavy all the while and we felt almost mean
when we went into awarm room with aclean, comfortable
bed while they were out in acold, muddy surrounding with
death raining down upon them from the sky.

It was in December, 1944. Ihad been out bearing testi¬
mony among the Jews as was my cus tom. As I came
home, Iturned the corner (we lived in acorner house) and
noticed agroup of people in front of our home. I imme¬
diately knew that something brought them there, but did
not know what . The i r a t t i tude made me fee l a t once i t was
some bad news. When Icame near, Iwas told by aneigh¬
bor that we received atelegram from the War Department
that our oldest son Stephen was “MISSING IN ACTION.

When Icame into the house, Ifound the house ful l of
people, friends, neighbors, all trying to comfort and console
my wife who was alone when the message came. This ter¬
rible shock and though we did not know how or where he
was, the realization that the Lord was with him helped us
s t a n d .

We bowed low at the nail pierced feet of the CRUCIFIED

9 9
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ONE in prayer and he helped us up. We fully compre¬
hended that we are pilgrims, and that we are only tenting
here, that we have no abiding city, but seeking one which
is to come. Although our hearts were weighted down be¬
cause of our dear ones, we knew that “UNDERNEATH
ARE THE EVERLASTING ARMS” and we must cont inue
under any and all conditions to cling to the Lord who trav¬
eled from heaven to earth for us. Jesus is our Friend, a
bosom companion, atender loving ever-present Arm of
comfort and strength. In times of trial, testing, tribula¬
tions, and tears, we as blood bought Christians, must con¬
tinue to remain steadfast in faith. Our remaining FAITH¬
FUL does not depend upon our own strength.
LORD HAVE ISTRENGTH.” Of course we deeply appre¬
ciated the profound interest manifested by brethren,
friends and neighbors, who showed their friendship and
deep sympathy by their telegrams, letters and cards, trying
to help lessen the terrible shock. This strain brought on a
recurrence of my illness. We shall always cherish awarm
memory of their prayers and words of comfort.
T I E t h a t b i n d s h e a r t s i n C h r i s t i a n l o v e . W h e n o n e m e m ¬
ber of the body suffers, the whole body suffers, and when
one member of the body rejoices, the whole body rejoices.

After twenty-six days of SUSPENSE, we received an¬
other te legram from the War Department, that our son
Stephen was a l ive and back wi th h is outfi t aga in . We
grappled for words to express our thanks to the INFINITE,
B O U N D L E S S , T I M E L E S S , S E L F - E X I S T E N T G O D F O R
HIS “RACHAMIM” (MERCY) i n spa r i ng ou r son ’s l i f e .
Iknow that mountains of prayers went up in his behalf.
When we learned that only avery few came back from his
outfit, we felt almost as if he came back from the dead.
As long as the war continued, we realized that danger hung
over all of them and the countless other boys in service, and
t h e r e f o r e , c o u l d n o t f e e l t h e t r i a l s w e r e o v e r . I d i d n o t

U I N T H E

O h , t h e
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seem able to gain back my physical strength till the follow¬
ing summer, when he came home in July, 1945, and
our eyes could behold him. We poured our hearts in deep
gratitude to the Gracious, Merciful, Loving heavenly Fa¬
ther for sparing him. It was truly atime when “a good re¬
port maketh the bones fat” (Prov. 15:30). My head will
always be bowed in deep humility and respect for the
who did not come back, and my heart goes out in deep
sympathy to the loved ones who never returned.

Our second son Paul was injured while out in tank ma¬
neuvers, and had his leg in acast for several months. It
still bothers him, but we thank God that it was not perma¬
nent and the news of that did not give me another setback.

In February, 1945, word came that John, our third son,
had been wounded while his Division was crossing the
Rhine River and that he was in ahospital in Belgium. How
serious his condition was, we did not know, till we heard
from him. Though he had gone through much, he was be¬
ginning to improve and we were given assurance he would

Our hearts were lifted up in deepest gratitude
and we began to look forward to his return home. Ide¬
sired to be well enough that he would not have anxiety
over me and that Icould spend more time working among
my kinsmen according to the flesh.

While Iwas yet expressing over and over our gratitude
to God for sparing our sons, Iwas impressed anew with
the uncertainty of life and decided to visit aJewish man
Ihad visited many times. Icalled on this Jewish merchant
at his business establishment many, many times,
really had some very interesting discussions about JESUS
as the Messiah, His miracles, etc. He always assumed an
expression of complete candor. That should be the rule
of all. As Iengaged his attention, Ipleaded with him to
make adecision on that momentous step to confess CHRIST
the SON of the Living GOD, and be BAPTIZED. During

a g a i n

o n e s

r e c o v e r .

W e
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the years that Ihad ta lked and discussed with him, he
of ten remarked s t ra ight forward ly as I t r ied to en l ighten
him, “Were Ito accept JESUS as the Messiah and be BAP¬
TIZED, those treasonable acts would automatically remove
me f rom Judaism. Therefore, Imust cont inue to ponder
upon it. And too, Isee no hurry. The sun rises and the
s u n s e t s . So he kept on procrastinating in claiming JE¬
SUS as God’s one atonement. But, alas, the funeral bells
are ceaselessly tolling (I only use the bells as an example).
Iwent again to call on this man at his business place. In¬
stead of him, Inoticed acard upon the door, notifying the
public that he died suddenly of a. heart attack. By not
accepting JESUS as the Christ of God and being BAP¬
TIZED he went into aChrist less eterni ty. I f that son of
Abraham had obeyed the gospel, he could have rejoiced
at that very moment, that he did something that he could
have re jo iced in today. What is t rue wi th that Jewish
man, is also true with many other Jews or non-Jews.

t f

Now (1967) we are enjoying the blessings of peace and
the good reports of our children as they faithfully serve the
Lord. Our oldest son, Stephen, Jr., is Professor in Religion
and director of the Bible Chair, Eastern New Mexico Uni¬
versity, Portales, New Mexico. For his doctorate, he wrote
History of the Churches of Christ in Texas 1824-1950.”

He also has another book which has been published, “The
Both of these have circulated widely. He

t t

P e n t a t e u c h ,

has acharming, godly wife, one son and three daughters.
Our second son Paul is preaching Christ Crucified in Spring-
field, Il l inois. He nurtures awonderful work, stressing the
importance of the spiritual. He has adear Christian wife,
one son and two daughters. Our third son John and his
lovely wife l ive and work here. Our daughter Ruth who
teaches ayoung ladies Bible class, and her husband, Dr.
Earl Engle, work and worship with the Gladstone congre¬
gat ion. Our youngest son Wi l l iam Louis , now amedical

f y
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doctor, is aresident surgeon at University Hospital, Cleve¬
land, Ohio. He has proclaimed the gospel in several con¬
gregations in Kansas City, St. Louis and Cleveland. My
beloved wife, often beyond her ability, continues her untir¬
ing labor in the home, visiting the sick, encouraging the
burdened, pointing them to Jesus and His precious prom¬
ises. As much as Iam able, Iwork among the Jewish peo¬
ple, preach at various places where Iam called. Iteach an
adult Bible class Sunday morning and another on Wednes¬
day night. Thus our family remains devoted to our blessed
Lord who has done so much for us. We pray that we may
remain humble at His feet, desiring only to have known
among us Christ and Him crucified. May God enable us to
continue the walk of faith, as we press onward and upward,
until that great day.



F r o m S i n a i t o C a l v a r y 1 5 7

C H A P T E R X I I I

B A P T I S M — S C H M A D — M E S H U M O U D — J E W R Y

Ihave been asked often, “What is the greatest obstacle,
hindrance, which stands in the way of aJew accepting

JESUS as his Messiah?” My unequivocal answer is
“SCHMAD” (BAPTISM). Ido not pretend to give the
reader an exhaustive analysis as to why Israel’s attitude
toward BAPTISM is the almost unsurmountable obstacle
between him and accepting JESUS as the Christ of God.
Yes indeed, it would take volumes to explain all their rea-

for their horror toward the BAPTISTRY. Ifully real-

o r

s o n s

ize my limitation, but in my humble ability Ishall try to
give an explanation. Ihave been witnessing for JESUS
among my brethren in the field for many years. The more
Istudy, the stronger and more impelling becomes my faith
in Him. My experience and observation among my breth-

Hebrew missionary work give me aclear insight.r e n i n o u r

Grounded in the philosophy of Judaism and in the tradi¬
tions of the wise men, Iknow whereof Ispeak.

The Jews congratulate themselves that they have amis¬
sion with adivinely prescribed destiny. “Atto Bechartony
Mikal Hoamim” (Thou selected us from all other people).
This is from aprayer in the service of the three festivals!
True, according to prophetic prediction, my nation was to
bring the Messiah. That has been fulfilled. The heart of
the Messianic revelation was the principle of the blood
atonement. The incarnation of God on earth is inseparably
linked with the Cross. He endured the same, and went to
the Cross for our sins, and He arose for our justification.
As “twice born” ones, our motives, our aims, should govern
and guard us. The Crucifixion of the Messiah was neces-
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sary to make possible the forgiveness of men’s sins, be he
J e w o r n o n - J e w . “ H E C A M E T O S E E K A N D S AV E T H AT
W H I C H I S L O S T . '

tinually be before us. So now only those who are spiritual¬
ly members of the body of Christ compose the TRUE IS¬
R A E L o f G o d !

As Baptized believers, He should con-

It is generally conceded and realized and rightly so, that
th i s phase o f work , HEBREW MISSIONARY WORK IS
T H E H A R D E S T A N D M O S T D I F F I C U L T O F A L L M I S ¬
S I O N A R Y E F F O R T S . This fie ld o f miss ionary act iv i ty
has so long been sadly neglected that real progress is
classed with the impossible! The maintaining of this at¬
titude is in some measure, at least, due to lack of realiza¬
tion of the responsibility laid upon us by the great com¬
mission. Was Jesus Christ wrong when he commanded his
disciples to “Preach the gospel to every creature, he that
believeth and is BAPTIZED shall be saved, and he that
d i s b e l i e v e t h s h a l l b e c o n d e m n e d ” ? A r e w e e x c u s e d f r o m
sowing the seed of life for fear that it will fall on “stony
ground” or by the wayside?

It has always been diflScult to approach aJew. However,
the f r i gh t fu l pe rsecu t i on du r ing the Wor ld War I I has
caused the gulf to become wider and wider, fanning the
embers of intense hate and bitterness, placing myself (in
the capacity of amissionary) as Iam endeavoring to hold
up JESUS as the LAMB of God and Son of God as the true
Messiah who was prophes ied in the “Torah Hakdosha
(Holy Scriptures) among my former co-religionists in an
immeasurab ly harder c i rcumstance. The Jews a t t r ibu te
all of their calamities and troubles, the “Pogroms” (massa¬
cre of Jews, especially in Russia) during the past two thou¬
sand years, as on account of Christ. The Inquisition and
bloody atrocit ies, where hundreds of thousands of Jews
where tortured, burned alive, and thousands were forcibly
baptized (usual ly sprinkled), under threat of torture and
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d e a t h , l e f t a h e a v y m a r k u p o n t h e m ! S u c h d e t e s t i b l e
wickedness is engraved, yea, chiseled in their hearts. The
h o l o c a u s t o f t h e “ a n t o d a f u ” w h e r e t h o u s a n d s o f J e w s
were burned at the s take wi l l never be forgot ten. The
Jews think such terrible tyranny, crime and bloodshed were
instigated and executed by followers of Christ! Hitler ex¬
cel led in the tyranny and oppression of fire and sword
against the Jewish people, more than during the dark days
of the Spanish Inquisit ion. Hence, their ignorance about
Christ, their prejudice against His people, and the bitter¬
ness o f the Jewish hear t . A l l these e r roneous and mis lead¬
ing ideas stem from inculcation in childhood on through
the centur ies! Even yet i t is f resh on their minds and
hearts: concentration camps; crematoriums; gas-chambers.
Iam afraid that the Jewish prejudice is not altogether un¬
founded. They do not differentiate between Gentiles and
C h r i s t i a n s . A n o n - J e w i s c l a s s e d a s a C h r i s t i a n .

Countless times while Iwas in Russia, Iheard the ugly
w o r d s “ C h r i s t K i l l e r . ” T h e J e w h o l d s t o t h e d i s t o r t e d i d e a
t h a t w h e n a J e w r e c e i v e s B A P T I S M b e c a u s e o f h i s t h i r s t
for the TRUTH and for the HOPE of eternal Life, to be
with and be like HIM, that immediately something inex¬
plicable ignites in him aburning hatred for his former co¬
religionists. He is transformed into a“Poshe Yisroail” (a
rebellious transgressor in Israel) and brings terrible per¬
secution upon the Jews, even causing suffering and death.
These are thoughts rooted in the minds of the vast major¬
ity of the Jewish people!

Of course there were, and always will be, those that will
bring reproach upon the church of the living God, who
should be condemned in no uncertain terms. AJew will at
times admit faith in Christ, but will not submit to BAP¬
TISM, for BAPTISM cuts him off from the Jewish race. I
feel my responsibility toward God and my brethren is very
great. Hence, from my own experience, before Isubmitted
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to the sacred and solemn rite of BAPTISM, the resistance
and hostil ity to Baptism in my heart and mind were in¬
descr ibab le . (A f te r Ia rose f rom tha t l i qu id g rave , I fe l t
an enormous load had been lifted from my heart and mind.
Having been redeemed with the precious blood of Christ,
therefore, “It is no longer I, but Christ that liveth in me.”)
Consequently, Ifeel it is my duty to shoulder the responsi¬
b i l i t y w h i c h T R U T H i n v o l v e s , t o c a r r y t h e g o s p e l o f
Christ to my brethren. By accepting Christ and His sal¬
vation only, men can move on safe ground.

My experience and observation during the many years
are, that BAPTISM is the main l ine of demarcation be¬
tween the Jew and the non-Jew. AJew will not recognize
another Jew as aturncoat, traitor, deserter, renegade, or
apostate because he has married outside of his faith, at¬
tended services in achurch, or given of his means to help
achurch. Yea, he may be appointed adeacon, or change
h is name, BUT AS LONG AS HE IS NOT BAPTIZED,
YES, AS LONG AS HE IS NOT IMMERSED, HE WILL
N O T B E R E C O G N I Z E D A S A M E S H U M O D ( O N E W H O
H A S A N N I H I L A T E D H I M S E L F B Y C H R I S T I A N B A P ¬
T I S M ) .

Here are some very mild examples. While Iwas out la¬
boring in the harvest field among the children of Abraham,
o n e s a i d t o m e t h a t h e w o u l d l i k e t o s e e m e o n t h e o t h e r

side of the fence. In these few seemingly innocent and
insignificant words, lay so many smoldering embers of in¬
tense hate and bitterness that one lacks words of descrip¬
tion. Here is what he really said: “I wish you were dead,
and bur ied with your k ind.” ABAPTIZED Jew cannot be
bur ied in aJewish cemetery, but can be bur ied on the
o u t s i d e o f t h e f e n c e .

While witnessing among the Jewish people in St. Joseph,
not far from Kansas City, Ientered aplace of business and
met the proprietor, aman past the age of three score and
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ten years. As he approached, Ishook his hand and said,
“Sholom Alaichem.” He replied, “Alaichem Sholom,” and
courteously asked me to be seated. (Very, very rarely am
Ioffered aseat.) He said, “You look like a‘Ben-Torah’
(son of the doctrine, alearned man). It will be apleasure
to talk with you.” He stated he could hardly cease think¬
ing of the “Churban” (the fiendish tortures and killing)
of six million of his brethren. That octogenarian was alert
and still active in his enterprise, and took pride in relating
that he was acharter member of the first Orthodox Jewish
synagogue in town. He asked if Iwas married and if my
wife was aJewess. Ihave been asked that question count¬
less times. Ireplied that Iwas married and my wife was
aGentile Christian. He said with sharpness that the char¬
ter contained an ironclad clause that if aJew has married
anon-Jew, as long as he (or she) is NOT “Meshumod” (an¬
nihilated himself in Christian BAPTISM), he, himself, when
he dies, may be buried in their cemetery. But his wife, if
not aproselyte to the Jewish faith, is absolutely excluded.
As Id iscussed in YIDDISH wi th h im, he expla ined how
distasteful i t was for aJewish family to have one of i ts
members marry outside of the faith. However, as long as
he did not “‘Schmad’ (be baptized), we can bear with him
and manifest tolerance. But you did not only annihi late
yourself, but are trying to ‘Schmad’ other Jews. Shame on
you! Here is the great Jewish novelist Sholam Asch. Al¬
though he wrote considerable about Jesus, yet he did not
‘Schmad’ himself, and remained avery devoted Jew.” That
famous author, and renowned Yiddish writer, died ashort
while ago in Israel. The aged Israelite was right, he re¬
mained agood Jew in spite of all his writing about Chris¬
t i an i t y.

Here are afew extracts from my brochure The Glad Life.
There are inher i ted doctr ines, t rad i t ions, and ingra ined
prejudices, di fficul t ies and obstacles of which anon-Jew
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can scarcely conceive which must successfully be overcome
before that soul is brought to asaving knowledge of the
Lord Jesus Christ. In addition to the natural barriers be¬
fore the children of Israel to things Christian, we are con¬
fronted with multiple conditions which are equally bad,
caused by the various religious groups engaged in Jewish
mission work, each representing aconflicting pattern and
doctrine. It does not take akeen eye to see that such a
jumble makes it exceedingly difficult to approach them,
and adds only to their confusion. It is hard enough at best
to make contact, but this fact makes it immeasurably
d i f fi c u l t .

The denominational organizations teach, preach, and pro¬
mulgate that if aJew accepts aleaflet, tract, or aNew
Testament, he is heralded as “Converted.” BAPTISM,
which was sanctified by Christ’s submission to it, and the
Apostle Peter’s gripping and compelling words to sinful
Israel on the day of Pentecost, “REPENT AND BE BAP¬
TIZED FOR THE REMISSION OF YOUR SINS,
taken lightly, and made valueless. Some have even elim¬
inated BAPTISM ent i re ly,
compromising and incontestible. None can alter. To teach
that BAPTISM is not essential to salvation discredits the
scripture and brings injury to Christianity. Truth is ir¬
revocable and irreversible. Men are not saved by mere
c o n f e s s i o n .

It is indeed gracious of God who is more than just, and
very merciful, that HE offers salvation to all alike, and on
the same terms (Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38). The almost
insurmountable obstacle to aJew is BAPTISM, for Bap¬
tism effectively severs him from the Jewish nation. One
needs only to mention “Schmad” and the Jew pales and
t remb les w i th rage . BAPTISM TO AJEW SYMBOLIZES
T H E V E R Y E S S E N C E O F C H R I S T I A N I T Y. T h a t i s i r ¬
r e f u t a b l e .

m o r e

f f
a r e

The way of salvat ion is un-



1 6 3F r o m S i n a i t o C a l v a r y

Avery interesting article by an educated Jewish man ap¬
peared in one of the most widely circulated magazines in
this country in the English language, stating why he could
not accept the Christian religion. In his lengthy article,
that conscientious, learned Jewish gentleman frankly ad¬
mits that he is interested in Christ ianity, and in alarge
sense he BELIEVES in HIM as aleader; but there are two
things that prevent him from embracing the Christian re¬
ligion, “BAPTISM AND COMMUNION.

I k n o w o f t w o i n s t a n c e s w h e r e m o t h e r s d i e d w h e n t h e y
received word that their sons were BAPTIZED. The fatal
step taken by aJew is not so easily forgotten. The family
will mourn for him as if he were dead. Pious Jews will
“Sit Shivah” for them, removing their shoes, putt ing on
foot coverings made of some material other than leather,
as i s t he Or thodox Jew ish cus tom when dea th o f amember
of the family takes place. As the Bible mentions Abraham
sitting in sackcloth and ashes to mourn the death of his
wife Sarah (Gen. 23:2), they sit for seven days on the floor,
or on boxes, or remove the cushions from their furniture,
to mourn their loss. This week of mourning is called “Sit-
ting-Shivah.” It should, therefore, help us to understand
that we are not dealing with ahypothetical premise, but
with an inescapable fact. In the Journal of Religion, Jan¬
uary, 1955, is the following quote: “Simone Weil was nei¬
ther an apologist for the traditional faith, trying to defend
i t aga ins t ma te r i a l i s t i c a t t ack , no r a fug i t i ve f r om the
emptiness and confusion of the secular world to the for¬
tress of an Orthodox religious frame of reference. Jewish
by faith, she refused BAPTISM, choosing to identify her¬
s e l f w i t h t h e i m m e n s e a n d u n f o r t u n a t e m a s s o f u n b e l i e v ¬
ers . ” What asad p ic tu re .

My eldest son Stephen talked to ayoung Jew who told
him that his father urged him to commit suicide rather
than be baptized. Countless other cases could be cited.
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AJew can say that he believes in Jesus, but as long as
he is not BAPTIZED, he is aJew.
denounce Jesus, but he cannot divest, or shake himself
from BAPTISM. The Jews are very suspicious of the sin¬
cerity of aJew who forsakes the religion of his fathers,
whether they are Or thodox , Conserva t ive o r Reformed
(Their attitude toward Christ is no different). He is also
accused of treachery and selling out for base gain. They
speak with such abhorrence and revolting animosity, that
they tremble with rage, and some will go even into aspasm.
Truth, knowledge, justice, principles, etc., are dissolved by
blind hate at the mere mention of “SCHMAD.
when speaking of aconverted Jew, always refers to him by
tha t defi led and ha ted word “MESHUMOD.
times Ihave been called “MESHUMOD” and pointed out,
“There goes that Meshumod.” As amatter of fact, any
expression other than that name would leave him ignorant
of what you were talking about. AJew to be classed as a
(Christian without being BAPTIZED, would be incompre¬
hensible, IMPOSSIBLE,
sense as if you said “hot ice” or “cold fire.” Were it not
for Baptism, Icould claim in 39 years of work, 2000 Jews
saved. Actually, however, only 24 have been baptized, evi¬
dencing the extreme difficulty of removing the heavy veil
blinding them. Of course the scorching condemnation of
Almighty God would descend upon me, for though Imight
deceive men, Iwould not deceive God.

It is harder to approach aJew now than ever before,
notwi thstanding repor ts to the contrary. The res is tance
and hostility are very pronounced; Do not let anyone from
behind adesk, or at amicrophone who does not do personal
work, and does not even speak their own language, Yiddish
(Hebrew is entirely out of the question) tell you otherwise.
Tracts, pamphlets, charts, all these are primarily for Gen¬
ti le consumption. The Jew does not read them. What I

He can renounce and

T h e J e w

C o u n t l e s s

I t w o u l d m a k e a b o u t a s m u c h
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am about to say may be revolutionary and perhaps mis¬
understood and unappreciated. YOUR MANNER OF LIFE
MUST BE CONSISTENT AND UTTERLY SINCERE,
LEAVING NO ROOM FOR ATHOUGHT THAT YOU ARE
C O N S I D E R I N G A N Y F I N A N C I A L G A I N W H AT E V E R
IN YOUR ATTITUDE TOWARD THE MESSIAH, BUT
T H AT I T I S W H O L LY B Y C O N V I C T I O N . T h e J e w i s h
preachers running around from towm to town speaking in
churches (It is hard enough to get aJew to Come to aHe¬
brew Mission let alone to the despised church), telling of
converting hundreds of Jews, yea, even rabbis, and sons
of rabbis, are not presenting true facts. Where are all the
Jews converted that have been reported? Every religious
group shou ld have anumber o f conve r ted Jews i n i t s
midst, but where is even one? It is ajoke for them
to say that they have influence upon the Jews. That is so
absurd, that were it not so tragic, it would not even be
worth repeating.

We cannot look with tolerance on those who are under¬
mining the Christian faith with their false claims and prac¬
tices. Many “flaming evangels” have caused irreparable
damage, spreading fabrications of converting thousands
of Jews, disgusting to thoughtful Gentiles. They are brag¬
ging of converting thousands of Jews. Where are they?
Who baptized them? Where do they attend worship?
What are their names and their addresses ?Where do they
work? How many does anyone know? (Reader, how many
do you know?) The words may be distasteful, but “Am I
your enemy because I tel l you the truth?” (Galat ians 4;
16). Agrave responsibility rests upon all to correct these
evils, especially the religious papers.

No, dear reader, the Jew does NOT read religious litera¬
ture nor is he interested in i t . DO NOT LET ANYONE
TELL YOU OTHERWISE. Iknow they produce letters
from Rabbis; if not Rabbis, then from sons of Rabbis, that
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they are thankful for the material sent. When they ac¬
cept such in the presence of their Gentile friends whom
they have purposely brought, they discard the same after¬
wards without even looking at the material. I t is al l for
t h e G e n t i l e s .

I t is aphysical impossibi l i ty to explain inte l l igent ly in
2 5 o r 3 0 m i n u t e s t o a J e w t h a t J E S U S i s t h e M E S S I A H .
His conception is so remote that even if he listened that
long, it could not be done. Therefore, Irecoil at denomina¬
tional proclamations that aJew should KNEEL and PRAY
at the radio, or put his hands on the radio and thereby he
w i l l b e “ s a v e d ” o r “ c o n v e r t e d .

Imagine aJew who is commanded to wear “TEFFILLIN
(Phylacteries) during the week day morning service, with
the exception of the Sabbaths and Festivals, hearing such
with any spir i t other than disgust. In that cube shaped
l i t t l e l ea ther box in the “Tefi l l i n ” i s one o f the mos t sac red
phrases in the Old Testam.ent, “SCHMAH YISROAIL, ADO-
N O I E L O H A I N Y A D O N O I E C H O D ” ( H E A R 0 , I S R A E L :
T H E L O R D O U R G O D I S O N E G O D ) . O n t h e c o n t r a r y ,
these programs are designed to make the Gentiles believe
that because they mention the Jew% that the Jew is really
listening. Such programs, charts and tracts are prepared
for the Gentiles, because they know that no Jew listens to
them or reads their pamphlets.

T h e J e w i s h C h r i s t i a n c a n a n d m u s t s h o w h i s f o r m e r c o ¬

rel igionists true Christ ianity. These deplorable condit ions
should not distress us. On the contrary, we should humble
ourselves “under the mighty hand of God” and pray for
stronger faith, greater sacrifice, increased devotion, among
the Jewish people, so that they will come to see JESUS,
as God’s ONLY Begotten Son, the Messiah, the Prince of
Peace, the ONE who implants LOVE and life in the hearts
of men! I t is the Christ ian l i fe which shines powerful ly
and effectively as awitness for Christ by holy living and

H e i s n o t e v e n l i s t e n i n g !i f
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humble sacrifice which will be noticeable indeed, and will
impress the Jew. HEREIN LIES THE KERNEL TO THE
W H O L E S Y S T E M O F J E W I S H M I S S I O N W O R K . I a m
not perfect, but long for God’s righteousness, and pray that
God w i l l con t inue to make me wor thy to serve ! AJew
s a y s t h a t h e i s s a v e d b u t w i l l n o t s u b m i t t o B A P T I S M .
This proves conclusively my assertion that he or she is
NOT converted or saved. Why will they not yield in glad
s u b m i s s i o n t o t h a t w h i c h G o d c o m m a n d e d m e n t o d o — r e ¬
pent and be BAPTIZED? How awful it is that some say
that it has become necessary to abandon BAPTISM. There¬
by, JESUS might be accepted by the Jewish people. What
next is no idle question! As blood bought Christians we
realize the demoralizing effect of aCOMPROMISE of any
kind on any part of the scripture, in order to numerically
increase names on the ledger. It can only make wreck and
ruin of the heart of the Jew, placing him in still deeper (if
he can be in deeper than he is already) confusion.

There is “ONE BODY.” Christ is the head of the body,
the Church. Al l Bapt ized bel ievers compose the “BODY
OF CHRIST.” I t is not abui lding, or an organizat ion as
is unfor tunate ly and commonly known and understood.
The church is the mightiest body on earth. She is like a
l i v i n g s t r e a m , “ A N D E V E R Y T H I N G S H A L L L I V E
W H I T H E R T H E R I V E R C O M E T H ” ( E z e k i e l 4 7 : 9 ) . T h e
organizations add board after board, committee after com¬
mittee. They introduce human machinery into God’s things,
and that necessitates more machinery to keep the machin¬
ery running. Oh, how many folk are crushed between the
cog-wheels or entangled and torn by the belts of religious
m a c h i n e r y. W i t h o u t B A P T I S M w e c a n n o t t h i n k o f t h e
ONE BODY, ” THE CHURCH.

For many years there lived in acertain city in eastern
Europe afamous watchmaker. He was known all over the
Province for his skil l in watchmaking. He built and per-
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fected aclock and instal led i t in that town’s towei ' . Not
only did that marvelous masterpiece, the clock, give the
perfect time, but gave out chimes whose tones were filled
with indescribable loveliness. The ringing of the bells was
simply entrancing and could be heard for along distance.
People from far and wide came to look at that wonderful
clock and hear the ravishing music. The clock was the at¬
traction for tourists and that town did alucrative business.
One day the renowned watchmaker received an offer to
come to another city and build there areplica of the one
he so masterfully built in his own town.
Council heard that he had accepted an offer to build asim¬
ilar clock in another city, they hastily called ameeting and
began scheming how to prevent the watchmaker from at¬
taining his purpose. They realized that if he were to suc¬
ceed, it would take away the tourist trade which was their
s o u r c e o f r e v e n u e .

They finally agreed upon adiabolical scheme. PUT HIS
EYES OUT AND MAKE HIM BLIND. That heinous crime
was carried out. “Now,” they said, “that will halt him
from carrying out his plan.” The great master wept bitter¬
ly at their merciless and cruel act. His heart was full of
hate, rage and fury; wrath burned within him. When one
of his friends came to comfort him, he asked his loyal and
devoted friend to lead him up into that tower, as he wanted
one more time to be near his great beloved clock, and to
hear the melodious tones that the c lock gave out. His
trusted friend led him into the tower, and as they stood
near the clock, he asked to remain until the clock struck
t w e l v e .

When the clock began to strike, he stretched out his hand,
and swiftly placed his hand in the movement, and pulled
out SOMETHING. Immediate ly, yes, instantaneously the
great beautiful clock stopped, and the lovely music ceased.
The clock was silent. No watchmaker, no mechanic was

W h e n t h e C i t y
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able to repair i t . I t was ruined, worthless, t ruly apiece
of junk.

There are many who would like, yea, be eager to take
out and remove BAPTISM from the great costly master-
work of the church. Salvation without Baptism is IMPOS¬
SIBLE. I t is meaningless. Yes, i t is ru ined. I f we may
say so, i t is just adisorganized col lect ion of facts! You
cannot set your sp i r i tua l watch f rom i t . I t is dead. To
those who make light of, ridicule and scoff at those who
b e l i e v e a n d t e a c h t h a t B A P T I S M I S E S S E N T I A L T O S A L ¬
VATION, we can only say, let us continue to resolutely and
unshakably voice with clearness and courage its importance.
As one studies and ponders upon that profound question,
or subject, the more he is convinced that BAPTISM IS
E S S E N T I A L T O S A LVAT I O N a n d t h e c l e a r e r i t b e c o m e s
why they attack BAPTISM. That is definite proof that i t
contains some very, very important and v i ta l t ruth and
must be worth studying. The more vicious the attack, the
deeper and stronger become the roots. Satan delights to
fetter our path by denouncing us as “ringleaders of sedi¬
t ion. ” Were i t not for the BAPTISTRY, the flood gates
would be open. In the result ing conglomeration, no one
would know who is, and who is not, in the ark of safety.
We thank God for His WISDOM, MIGHT and marvelous
GRACE. If this book leads only one to become scripturally
bap t i zed , Iwou ld be g rea t l y r ewa rded . The gospe l o f
Christ can be in the possession of all, Jew or non-Jew, who
will avail themselves of the blessed privilege to hear His
w o n d e r f u l W o r d o f P o w e r a n d o f G r a c e .

BAPTISM is acommand of Jesus. “Go ye therefore, and
make disciples of all the nations, BAPTIZING them into the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit:
teaching them to observe a l l th ings whatsoever Icom¬
manded you: and lo, Iam with you always, even unto the
e n d o f t h e w o r l d ” ( M a t t h e w 2 8 : 1 9 - 2 0 ) .
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B A P T I S M I S A B U R I A L I N WAT E R , I N TO C H R I S T ’ S
D E AT H . “ We w e r e b u r i e d t h e r e f o r e w i t h h i m t h r o u g h
BAPTISM into death: that like as Christ was raised from
the dead through the glory of the Father, so we also might
wa lk in newness o f l i fe ” (Romans 6 :4 ) . “Hav ing been
buried with him in Baptism, wherein ye were also raised
with him through faith in the working of God, who raised
him from the dead” (Colossians 2:12).

WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED? Those who believe. “He
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved: but he that
d isbe l ieveth sha l l be condemned” (Mark 16:16) . Those
who repent. “And Peter said unto them. Repent ye, and
be BAPTIZED, every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of your sins
who confess Jesus as the Christ of God. “And Philip said.
If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And
he answered and said Ibelieve that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God. And he commanded the chariot to stand still:
and they went down both into the water, both Philip and
the eunuch; and he Baptized him” (Acts 8:37-38).

TO DO HIS WILL MUST BE OUR AMBITION

Not every one that saith unto me. Lord, Lord shall en¬
ter into the kingdom of heaven: but he that doeth the will
of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me in
that day. Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy by thy name,
and by thy name cast out demons, and by thy name do
many mighty works? And then will Iprofess unto them,
1never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity
(Matthew 7:21-23).

BAPTISM IS TO GET INTO CHRIST, AND TO PUT ON
CHRIST, “For as many of you as were BAPTIZED into
Christ, did put on Christ” (Galatians 3:27). “Or are ye
ignorant that all we who were Baptized into Christ Jesus
were Baptized into his death?” (Romans 6:3).

(Acts 2:38) . Those9 9

f t

9 9



1 7 1F r o m S i n a i t o C a l v a r y

INTO THE BODY: “For in one spirit were we all Bap¬
tized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether bond
or free; and were all made to drink of one spirit” (I Co¬
rinthians 12:13).

C o n f r o n t e d w i t h c o n c r e t e S C R I P T U R A L e v i d e n c e , i t
ijrants man the power of choice, the eternal fires, or eternal
l i f e . i tChoose ye this day. f t

Iam not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the
power (dunamis) of God unto salvation to every one that
be l i eve th , t o the Jew fi rs t and a l so to the Greek ” (Romans
1:16). In order to approach aJew on the subject of reli¬
gion, the Jewish missionary must sometimes engage in a
long conversat ion pertaining to other matters before he
c a n m e n t i o n t h e c e n t r a l fi g u r e ( T H E M E S S I A H ) . T h e
necessity of this as arule is incomprehensible to Gentiles.
It is only in this manner that we can reach them with the
word o f God . I t mus t be remembered tha t the Jew has no t
changed since Moses’ day. Most do not want to hear the
gospel. They possess no love for Christ or for His follow¬
ers, and are naturally indisposed to listen to His servants.
The Jewess, who would likely be more tender toward the
things of God, usually possesses little knowledge of reli¬
gious matters; in fact, so little that adiscussion with them
is exceed ing ly d i f ficu l t . The pos i t ion o f women in the
Jewish religion is unique. The man says in his morning
s e r v i c e , “ B O R U C H A T O H A D A U N O I E L A I H A I N U M E -
L E C H H O A U L O M S H E L O H O C H A N I I S H O H ” ( B l e s s e d
art thou, our God! King of the universe who hath not made
me aWOMAN) . Bu t desp i te such h inde r ing obs tac les ,
we must patiently and constantly continue our efforts in
this direct ion. Though often insulted and persecuted by
my former co-religionists, the Jewish missionary must re¬
turn good for evil.

H
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In services conducted in Orthodox Jewish synagogues,
the women are separated from the men by apartition.
They are NOT permitted to sit together. Such is strictly
observed. Recently, Iread of asmall Jewish synagogue
in St. Clemens, Michigan, composed of Conservative and
Reform Jews. The Reform Jews wanted to do away with
the partit ion. They even went so far as to have tickets
printed to be used by both sexes to sit together in the syna¬
gogue during the High Holidays (New Year and the Day of
Atonement). However, the minority (the Orthodox) got
so angry that they went to court, and the court judge (a
Gentile) issued an injunction prohibiting them from using
the tickets. Of course it remained in force until after the
Holidays. (The Orthodox and Conservative Jews both sell
tickets for the High Holidays.) From this revenue they
derive the bulk of funds to cover the expense of maintain¬
ing the synagogue, salaries, benevolence, etc. Most Jews
do not attend the synagogue during the year (only on the
day of “Jahrzait”—Memorial day for his parents). Not¬
withstanding, he pays his dues and attends three days, the
two days of New Year, and the Day of Atonement.

By the manner of life of the missionary, the Jews become
impressed with what it means to be aChristian, and are
sometimes made eager to listen to the missionary’s story of
the Christ. Day after day, week after week, month after
month, through perso)iaI dil igent study of the Bible, the
pilotless and rudderless Jew is led intelligently, step by
step, to absorb and digest its message. His horizon widens,
interest increases, the spiritual culture enlarges, and finally
he confesses the sweetest name that ever graced the lips
of man, the bles.sed name of Jesus, and is buried with Him
in Baptism. It is awe inspiring IThe scene presented is
unforget tab le . Iv iv id ly remember when Iy ie lded to that
sacred and solemn rite in glad submission.
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Only those who are spiritual members of the body of
Christ, compose the true Israel of God. The pure gospel
is preached and men become Christians only. At times
our patience is taxed to capacity, and our nerves upset. It
demands divine grace to endure. But what aglorious vic¬
tory! That is worth a l i fe ’s bat t le.

We feel sure that if we could get the Jewish people to
study the Old Testament instead of their “traditions” if
would lead them to the promised Messiah. We cannot reach
them all, but God will never count us faithful if we do not
reach everyone possible. This important missionary work
among my brethren Iwill continue the remaining days of
my active life, and Ihope that my last days will be my best
days. They should be, for Ican thank God for many vic¬
tories won, that my wife and Ihave yet been spared to
each other and know the great joy of having seen our four
sons and one daughter grow up in the nurture and admoni¬
tion of the Lord to godly lives being spent in His service,
all for the glory of God and the honor of His Son!

Ipurposely waited until the declining years of my life
to write this autobiography, in order that no one could ac¬
cuse me of mercenary motives. This narration is from my
long experience and out of my heart. If this volume,
“FROM SINAI TO CALVARY,” will lead one soul to obey
SCRIPTURAL BAPTISM, Iwill have been abundantly re¬
warded for my effort, toil and strength. This is written
in asimple way, as Iam no specialist. Should Istill be
living when you read this book, Iwould appreciate your
prayers, that Imay be faithful unto death, and be worthy
of an abundant entrance into the eternal presence of my
Lord! This is ahymn Iwrote in 1927, several years after
my conversion. It has been published in several hymn
books.
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I G L O R Y I N T H E C R O S S O F C H R I S T

The Christ who died and shed His blood,

On Calvary’s cross my soul to save,
We n t i n t o h e l l a n d t h e r e w i t h s t o o d

Grim Satan and the fearsome grave.

He snatched the keys of death and hell.
And holds them now in mighty power.

And every saint who fought and fel l
Shall rise and stand in that glad hour.

On Calvary ’s mount I la id my s in :

The cleansing blood poured out, like balm.
And now Ica r ry peace w i th in .

And await the grave with perfect calm.

O r i f H e c o m e s b e f o r e I d i e ,

I know Iw i l l see h is g lo r ious face :
And in His l ikeness Ishal l cry.

All hail to His redeeming grace.


