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To all those throughout the centuries who have
given their lives to the spreading of the Gospei... To
those who are hard at work with the Message today...
And to those of future generations who will take up the
banner and go forward with the invitation, “He that
believeth and is baptized shaii be saved... y f



In the Year of our Lord, 2018
Recently two sisters in Christ contacted me about writings in our

“ancient history”! One had checked from the church library acopy
o f H e r e A m I

I960 as avoice to help raise awareness and support for our efforts to
go to India as missionaries. She was motivated by it enough that she
was ordering copies for herself and to share with others. Of course
the book has been out of print for decades, but we did have copies
in the Archives room, so Isent her what she wanted
decided to scan the book anew, just to see what had impacted her so.
The message stirred me too, so Ihave gone through the process of
doing the needed editing to make it relevant to today
end of the original text Iam doing an update on how much the picture
has changed since that year, six decades ago. So we have a“new”
book that Ipray will still motivate Christians to obey the command
t o “ G O ! ”

The second call was from asister who was looking through old
copies of “Christian Woman” and found an article of mine, written
as we were living in Karachi, Pakistan in 1963.

“One of the strongest memories Ihave of my early childhood
is of my mother drumming into me that it is wrong to tell alie. I
believed her, but like most children, one day Ireached afork in the
road when Ihad to make achoice between lying to her about some¬
thing Ihad done or telling the truth and “facing the music”! Ichose
the “easy” way. I’ll never forget the days of torment Ihad before my
conscience finally got the best of me and Iowned up to the truth.
Ilearned right then that the “easy” way is not always the best one.

“I grew up, obeyed the Gospel and married —apreacher. We
had agreat deal in common: abackground of mother-taught hon¬
esty, for one thing! Week after week and Sunday after Sunday, as
we worked teaching people what the New Testament says one must
do to be saved, we found ourselves continually confronted with the
verse preceding the familiar Mark 16:16. All the emphasis at first

Send Me, printed by my husband, J.C. Choate, in

and then I

and at the
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seemed to be placed on “He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved,” but our eyes often seemed to fall on the fifteenth verse of
that chapter. “Go'
looked when we felt we were doing all we could to spread the bor¬
ders of the church. Idon’t know what J.C. thought at that time, but I
was not st irred to action then.

“I can’t put my finger on the day that my conscience first began to
work on the subject but it seemed that, all too often in the sermons I
heard, that verse kept popping up: “Go and teach,” “Go and preach.”
Ibegan to look at my soul. Yes, Ihad accepted Christ as God’s Son; I
had been baptized into His death; Iclaimed to be aChristian, Christ-
like; Iwas faitfhflil in worshipping God; we didn’t rob Him in our con¬
tribution; we tried to treat others as we wanted to be treated; we had
dedicated our lives to the work of teaching the truth to others. We made
mistakes and fell short of the mark, as all people do, but we felt that we
were doing our best —except, that word kept coming back: Go —Go!

“We were living in California when the real awakening to the
Great Commission finally came. We chose India as the prospective
field, but we decided it would be worthwhile to spend two years in
amission area of the States in order to gain more “mission” experi¬
ence before going to acountry that would be so new to us in every
w a y .

it was such alittle word, and so easily over-

“After those very helpful years in Minneapolis, Minnesota, we
moved back to my childhood home in Winona, MS, into abedroom
of my parents’ house. India proved to be adifficult country to deal
with, so in the time involved in making three separate applications
for visas, J.C. visited churches throughout the South on weekends
and Wednesday nights to raise funds for the proposed work. During
the week he attended classes at the Harding Graduate School in
Memphis, TN, taking every course they offered on mission work.

“Finally, the third application for visas was rejected, and we re¬
alized we would have to turn our thoughts to some other area. Paki¬
stan, apart of India until 1947, seemed to be the logical answer. We
made applications and received the visas on January 30, 1962, and
were ready to leave with our 11/2 year-old daughter on February
19.
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The following text is an edited version of Here Am I—Send
Me, leaving out the introductory explanation about our desire to
work overseas and limiting the message to the motivational part of
the book with some occcasional updates in statistics and evangelis¬
tic tools. The closing chapters are an over-view of the many wonder¬
ful advances made during the last five-and-one-half decades in the
challenge to evangelize the world.

Very little about the over-all picture has changed since these
words of urging, pleading, and exhortation were written. Percent¬
age-wise, most congregations in the U.S. do not have as their prima¬
ry focus the evangelization of their own neighborhood, city, coun¬
ty, or state. Instead, for decades, the shift has been away from the
preaching of definitive doctrine to lessons primarily on morals, val¬
ues, and biblical history —lessons that, in too many cases, could be
taught in any denominational church without imparting new Truth
to the listeners or angering anyone with our message of “oneness”.

Because of this passivity and lack of doctrinal knowledge on the
part of many members, there may not be as much divisiveness in
congregations today, but we see many of the larger churches drifting
into denominationalism, some being honest enough to cease calling
themselves the “church of Christ”.

J.C. passed into that eternal world February 1, 2008, but if he
were here today his heartfelt plea would be the same. For that rea¬
son, Ifeel compelled to bring his message back into print and to
pray that readers of this generation will be moved to do what evi¬
dently has not been done since the first century: to take the Gospel
t o t h e w o r l d !
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C H A P T E R 1
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“Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but
he that believeth not shall be damned.” Our Saviour spoke these
words to His apostles just before His ascension into heaven to take
His place at the right hand of God. These men who were gathered
around Him had followed Him since His baptism by John in the Jor¬
dan River; they were loyal and faithful to Him even though they did
not always understand Him. But this command they could under¬
stand. Peter had just asked, “Lord, wilt thou at this time restore
again the kingdom to Israel?” and Christ’s answer had been, “Tar¬
ry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power
from on high: “... after that the Holy Ghost Is come upon you,
... ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and In Ju¬
dea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

Christ was speaking to the men who would be the first members
of His body, the church, and He was giving them the instructions
they were to follow. This command to go into all the world and
preach the good news of the gospel was not an idle one —it was
to be the propelling force that should move God’s people not only
in the first century, but throughout every generation since that time.

In making the statement we have just quoted, Jesus gave two eom-
mands: the first one is to the church; the second one is to the world. What
did he say to the church? Go and preach. What did he say to the world?
Believe and be baptized. For years, we of the body of Christ have won¬
dered at the blindness of our religious friends when they fail to understand
the second command, that they must believe and be baptized to be saved.
But we have neglected to turn the mirror around and look at ourselves in
it. Is it any more unforgivable for them to refuse to obey than it is for us?
As individual Christians we have complied with the second command, but
we have somehow failed to see the importance of the first one —to go and
preach this gospel to others. Are we also blind to the whole tmth?

When Ithink of our attitude toward the great commission, Iam re¬
minded of the statements Jesus made concerning the man with abeam in

S 9
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his eye who tried to pick the mote from his neighbor’s eye. And He said,
“Thou hypocrite!” That isn’t avery pretty word, is it? And yet many
times we are no more than pious hypocrites. We can’t see that we are
failing our Lord even more than is our neighbor who is in religious error.

To most of us, the great commission is no more than afew words that
we believe, but not very strongly. We have heard our duty along this line
pointed out so many times that our ears have callouses on them about an
inch-and-a-half thick and oui- hearts are covered by an even thicker shell.
And, brethren, we just don’t much care! We are content to drift along in
our little world of indifference and let the rest of mankind go by, unsaved.

Iwonder: What will it take, short of that final jolt at the end of the
journey, to get us to realize that the direction every “little world of indif¬
ference” floats toward is HEI.L! We can’t drift and float into eternal salva¬

tion —we have to paddle like the devil is after us, because he is! And the
majority of us have already been caught, and just don’t realize it. Brethren,
the consequences of failing to preach the Gospel to all the world is eternal
punishment for every person responsible. When will we wake up to the pit
that lies before us, and all mankind?

But there is another reason for going into all the world and telling the
story of Jesus. Just think for aminute: What would this world be today
without the influence of Jesus Christ? What would your own life be with¬
out Him? Think what ablessing this one Man —God’s Son —has been
to all those who have accepted Him! And yet there are millions of people
who have never even so much as heard the name of “Jesus”. They have not
even an inkling of an idea that almost two thousand years ago this Jesus
died for their sins. They have never been told of the perfect example after
which they can pattern their own lives. They have received none of the
blessings that come to all Christians. Just place yourself in their position
for aminute. Wouldn’t such alife be one of terrible darkness? Well, yon as
aChristian can turn that darkness into light. It is your responsibility to do
everything in your power to see that these people hear the story of Jesus.

But this is more than aresponsibility: it is aprivilege. Just think: you
have aSaviour. He has wiped away your past sins, and continues to plead
with God on your behalf He has given you full instructions as to how to
conduct your life. He has blessed you abundantly with both material and
spiritual gifts. He has promised to save you for all eternity; to give you a
home with Himself and the Father. How much more could apeople ask?
And yet, all that He wants in return is for you to share this blessing of
Christianity with the rest of the world! Can we be true Christians and do
any less? Ithink not. Christ gave everything He had, even His life, for
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mankind; not only for you and me, but also for those in other lands who
have never heard His name. Surely, if He gave all, we can at least share
what we have from Him with those who deserve it as much as we. “Go ye
t h e r e f o r e a n d t e a c h a l l n a t i o n s . . . f t
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C H A P T E R 2

Listen to the words of Jesus: “... As thou hast sent me into the
world, even so have Ialso sent them into the world.. . Neither
pray Ifor these alone, but for them also which shall believe
on me through their word. That they all may be one; as thou.
Father, art in me, and Iin thee, that they also may be one in us:
that the world may believe that thou hast sent me” (John 17:18,
20,21).

Christ came into the wcirld for one purpose: to save mankind. All
that He did while on this earth was done to bring about this result.
In the prayer we just read we can see this truth pointed out clearly.
Why did God send His Son into the world? For the same reason that
Christ sent His apostles forth: “Go and preach... he that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved. ”Christians have no other mission
in life but to obey their Lord and to lead others to Him.

But how far away we have gotten through the years! Today we
as Christians live and work for the comforts of life, first. We seek
secturity in aworld that has never known security. We play with the
true religion of Christ, bringing it down to acommon-place thing.
We can see no further than the scant hour or two we spend in “wor¬
ship” on Sundays. Our goals have fallen far short of the goals of the
early disciples —to gain the crown of life, no matter what obstacles
stood in the way.

Because we have aimed ourselves in the wrong direction, as a
body of believers we are not united in the sense that Christ prayed
we would be. Nowadays one Christian seeks for one thing in life
and another seeks for something else and they can never be united
on one major goal to the (jxtent that they will put every ounce of
effort they possess into the work of reaching that goal. But Christ
prayed, fervently and earnestly, that even as He and the Father are
one, we might be one also. What does this mean? It means that from
the beginning of time, God’s purpose was to make away for man to
be saved. Jesus had the same purpose as His guide during the entire
time He walked upon the earth. He allowed Himself to be shame-
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fully and cruelly crucified in order that one thing might be made
possible: that you and Imight have away of escape made for us!

All of this was done to give us the hope of eternal life. Does it
mean less to us, the beneficiaries, than it does to our Benefaetors?
Surely we are not such ingrates as that! And if we are not, let us open
our eyes to the great task that has been set before us.

Is it possible for us to lift our sight above the material things of
this life, and to see the home that waits for us if, and only if, we are
obedient to our Master? Every one of us should strive with all that
is within us to do this very thing, beeause unless and until we do,
we’ll continue to drift along in the unconcerned way we have gone
in the past.

Just think what we could do if all of us would put Christianity
first and foremost in our lives! Here in Ameriea we would be abody
of one-and-a-half million eourageous soldiers of the cross
even eounting the many Christians in other countries. The preachers
in our midst wouldn’t have to spend the major part of their time
keeping the weak Christians faithful for all of us would be out work¬
ing to win our neighbors and friends to Christ. We would use every
minute of time possible in building up the kingdom. We would sac¬
rifice in our giving so that the church would be financially able to
earry out its task of reaching the lost souls of the world. We would be
such shining lights of real conversion that the people around about
us would fiock to the kingdom in order that they might have apart
in such awonderful thing! Why were people drawn so irresistably to
Jesus during His lifetime? Because He was living proof that He was
willing to give His all for the sake of the truth He preached. Iam
convinced that this dedieation of first eentury Christians, even in the
face of death, was what so impressed on-lookers that “the world was
turned upside down” by the spreading and acceptance of the Gospel.

Our very lack of having world conversion as our goal is the thing
that is dulling our infiuence every way we turn. If we today literally
lived to see others eonverted from sin to righteousness, it wouldn’t
be so hard to aceomplish. But when we preach that we have the truth
and want all men to accept it, and then live like we don’t mueh eare
what happens next in the spiritual realm, you can see what the end

n o t
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result will be. In the eyes of all of these who are watching us, we, by
our manner of unconcerned life, make the effect of the truth void.

Why is it necessary that we be united, even as God and His Son
are one? Jesus said, “That the world may believe that thou has
sent me.” So, if we fail to march forward, even as one man, we will
fail in reaching the world with the message of the Gospel. It’s just
that simple: either we put everything else behind us and march, or
we fail, and if we fail, not only have we lost the world, but ourselves
in the bargain.

But notice further: did (Christ pray “That the people in Jerusalem
may believe,” or “That the people in Judea may believe?” No! He
prayed, “That the world may believe.” The field in which we are
to work is not just our home town, or our home state, but the whole
world. The Gospel of Christ is too great for one area
world, and all mankind, is its home. That’s where it belongs, and
when we try to confine it to one area, either by our neglect, or by our
lack of faith, we are doing nothing less than limiting the power of
God! Think about it! We hold within our grasp apower much great¬
er than any other, and yet we. smother it down with our smallness.

And think about this: The sacrifice that would make it pos¬
sible for humans to be forgiven of their sins had been planned
since the foundation of the world. All of God’s work, from Gen¬
esis to the last chapters of the Gospel accounts, had been done
with that goal in mind! Then the completion of that work —
taking the message to humanity
humans! Does its message die with mel Does it go further than to
your heart? What will we do with God’s treasure? The light of truth
that we possess is strong enough to illuminate the whole world, but
how often do we put abusliel over it so that even those in our own
area cannot see its radiance?

Christ taught in principle that we should march as aunited front
and let the world, all of it, see and believe. When will we begin to
carry out our work? Ipray that we’ll not realize too late that it is
our task, and that we must be up and about the Master’s business
if we expect to be rewarded. One thing is certain: We can’t earn
eternal life, but God has never promised it to shiftless, lazy bums

the en t i re

was en t rus ted t o t he hands o f
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who won’t lift afinger in His vineyard after the “great task of being
baptized.” So often we preach “faith and works ”and then practice
“faith only. ”

It seems to me that the prayer we have been considering should
make adeep impression upon our minds and move us to strive to be
obed ien t . Bu t the c i r cumstances under wh ich i t was u t te red shou ld

make us even more aware of the grave importance of its every word.
Christ was praying in the very shadow of the cross. He knew that
torture and torment and death —all that the human body could en¬
dure —lay just ahead of Him. Therefore, in this. His last major
request to the Father on the disciples’ behalf. He was praying for the
things uppermost in His mind. His words to God expressed fully His
desire for His followers, not only for the eleven around Him at that
time, but for all who should believe on Him —for you and me. He
wanted God to help us carry out the work He left in our hands, and
He prayed to that end.

One thing we can be sure of: God will do His part, if we will do
o u r s .

17



C H A P T E R 3
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With the establishment of the church, twelve men began to sound
forth the glad tidings of the Gospel. These men were not especial¬
ly well educated, nor were they recognized as prominent figures in
their society. They were no more than simple, humble people who
had apurpose in life, and that purpose was to tell the world that the
Sav iour had come.

When the first Gospel sermon was preached, so fervent and con¬
vincing was the message that around 3000 of the listening audience
were moved to obey the voices of the apostles. The record says that
they were buried in the waters of baptism and added to the church.
It’s interesting to note what they did then: “And they continued st-
edfastly in the aoosties’ doctrine and feilowshio. and in break¬
ing of bread, and in gravers. And fear came upon every soui:
and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. And
all that believed were together, and had all things common;
And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to
all men, as every man had need. And they, continuing daily
with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house
to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of
heart, praising God, and having favor with all the people. And
the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved”
(Acts 2:42-47).

We can see by the text that their acceptance of the Gospel was
no light thing. It changed their whole lives immediately, and their
main purpose in life now was to follow Christ every step of the
way. In short, they were converted! They were truly translated out
of the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of light. Everywhere
they went and everything they did bespoke the church at work. And
what effect did this have upon the people of Jerusalem? The light
of Christianity shone so brightly that others, by the hundreds and
thousands, obeyed the Gospel of Christ!

Two things came as aresult of the widespread acceptance of
Christianity. (I) The whole affair snowballed and thousands were
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converted in avery short time. (2) The religious leaders of the
day became jealous and brought about severe persecution upon the
church. In Jerusalem, the persecutions were begun by the stoning
of Stephen by the Jews, but instead of helping to stamp out this
“new sect” as intended, these trials and tribulations only served as
more fuel for araging fire. “And at that time there was agreat
persecution against the church which was at Jerusaiem: and
they were ali scattered abroad throughout the regions of Ju¬
dea and Samaria, except the aposties ...therefore they that
w e r e s c a t t e r e d a b r o a d w e n t e v e r y w h e r e p r e a c h i n g t h e w o r d ”

(Acts 8:1,4).
The Biblical record, and secular records, recording the trials of

early Christians prove to us that they were willing to suffer anything
for the Saviour they professed. Before they obeyed the Gospel they
knew full well what the consequences could be, so they, as Jesus
advised, “counted the cost”. Then when they did take up the cross to
follow Him, they did so with their whole heart and soul.

The plan Jesus gave for evangelizing the world is recorded in
the first chapter of Acts. “And ye shall be witnesses of me both
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1:8). The Gospel, as we have
seen, was first preached by the apostles in Jerusalem, with the re¬
sult of thousands answering the call. Next we find the people who
were dispersed because of the persecution going throughout Judea
and Samaria preaching; Philip’s work in Samaria is especially men¬
tioned in the eighth chapter of Acts. Beginning with the ninth chap¬
ter, we read the story of Paul, the apostle called out of due season,
and in following him in his travels we witness the preaching of the
truth in much of Asia. Later aman of Macedonia appeared to him
in avision, saying, “Come over into Macedonia and help us. ”So
Paul, and those of his company traveled on into Europe, preaching
in such cities as Thessalonica, Athens, Corinth, and Berea. Other
Christians established the church in Rome, and soon the plan had
been followed in its entirety, and the whole of humanity had heard
the glad tidings of the Saviour.

What achallenge this feat is to us, especially when we realize
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how much more we have than they, in the way of material posses¬
sions, transportation, and communication. But they possessed two
things that we lack, at least to adegree. (1) They walked by faith. If
they had not, they would not have risked giving up all —material
possessions, success, security, worldliness, and even life, in many
cases —just to call themselves “Christians”. In the light of all they
gave up, and since they did this because of their faith, they believed
that they could preach the Gospel to all of mankind. So they did! (2)
They were Christians twenty-four hours aday, and thus when op-
portunites presented themselves, they took immediate advantage of
them, and they also made doors of opportunity. Because of this ea¬
gerness to teach others, we see Stephen pouring out his heart to the
men of the Jewish Council, when he was called in question concern¬
ing his beliefs —and he paid for his eagerness with his life. Philip
was directed to go and join one man on alonely road from Jerusalem
to Gaza, and when he found him reading from the Scriptures, he be¬
gan to teach him concerning the Christ. The results? the Ethiopian
eunuch was baptized, and went on his way back to Africa, rejoicing
as aChristian. Peter preached to an interested man, Cornelius of
Caesarea, and his family and friends, and they all obeyed the words
of the Gospel. Paul and Silas preached to the jailor of the prison in
which they were held, and converted him and his family. Later Paul
took advantage of opportunities to speak before the Jewish Couneil,
before Felix and Festus, governors, and before King Agrippa. As a
prisoner, he lived in Rome for two years in his own hired house, and
taught all who came to him. History tells us that he died amartyr’s
death in Rome. Secular history also recounts the work of the apostle
Thomas in south India, where he was martyred and lies buried.

This is what the church did, with few workers and little equip¬
ment, in the first century. It has been God’s will that this same mis¬
sion be accomplished in every generation. In about thirty-five years
the early church was able to evangelize the world —no group of
Christians since that time, as far as we know, has fulfilled the great
commission, “Go... And preach the gospel to all the world.”
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C H A P T E R 4
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Dare we do sueh athing? Let’s faee it, brethren: for too many
years we have been telling ourselves that we’re “Christians”, bound
for heaven. And we’ve been afraid to take areal close look at our¬
selves. Why? Because, surely, deep down inside we’ve known all
along that for many of us our “Christianity” is areligion of con¬
v e n i e n c e !

“You’re judging,” some pious brother is ready to shout. “You
have no right to make such astatement.” But, brethren, unless we
begin being honest with ourselves and stop using as an excuse,
“Judge not, that ye be not Judged,” we’re going to be in pretty
poor shape when that real and last judgment comes.

Iknow, and you know, that the majority —and alarge majority
—of the modem day “Christians” are not converted to Christ. What
happened with them in their conversion was that they tried to slip
“sheep’s clothes” over their worldly wolf’s costume, and the wolf is
sticking out all over! It’s not necessary to judge such aperson: you
can easily see —in fact there’s no way you can look at him without
seeing that he’s not what he claims to be.

During the years Ihave been preaching Ihave seen this ugly
tmth manifested time and time again. Don’t get me wrong —lam
not saying that all members of the church have only been half-con-
verted. There are staunch soldiers of the cross in every congrega¬
tion, and thank God for such men! But these sincere, dedicated
brethren so often are so outnumbered by the weak majority that it’s
aheart-breaking sight to behold. How often have Icome home from
so-called business meetings with my hopes for real progress in the
church literally cast down into abottomless pit. Why? Because with
every suggestion to do something, the half-converted would holler
loud and long, “That’s not important,” or “We can’t,” or “Let’s not
decide anything on that until the next meeting.” Why did they al¬
ways object? Simply because they were afraid that if the church got
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involved in doing anything, they might have to put an extra dollar in
the collection plate to help take care of the expenses involved. Or,
they might have to work alittle themselves, and with aperson who
is only half-won to Christ, these things just cannot be.

Another dark spot in the picture of the church today is the ma¬
terialistic attitude expressed. How can any one get really concerned
about the souls of the people around him, or those in some far-off
country, when the value and importance of his own soul is hidden
from his eyes by the lure of the things of this world? And all of us
are guilty, at least to some extent, of being too attracted by the lux¬
uries of life. Perhaps we have been blessed too much, and now we
aren’t satisfied with what we have. How many of my brethren have
Iseen who would be willing to work all hours, any hours, for the
sake of that extra dollar they would earn! And I’m not speaking of
working for the necessities of life either. I’ve heard brethren over
and over again make the statement, “I have achance to get in some
over-time Sunday (or on some night that would interfere with the
planned work of the church) so I’m going to take advantage of it
—we can always use the money to buy those little ‘extras’.” Does
this sound like aChristian who is sincerely seeking to put God first
and striving to do all within his power to spread the borders of the
kingdom? How few there are in the Lord’s body today who are able
to withstand the temptations offered by the world!

These people who have been only half-converted to Christ, and
are more interested in preparing for ease in this life than in the life
to come, are so weak spiritually that they can hardly hold on to the
cross of Christ from one week to the next. They may manage to “go to
church” on Sunday mornings, if they don’t have anything else to do,
but no dependence can be placed upon them at all. Just recently, one
such brother who is so zealous in word and lazy in work was asked to
wait upon the Lord’s table (a shame) and he made arather long speech
about “we as Christians assemble every Lord’s Day to remember our
dear Lord and Saviour and the suffering he endured for us'
afternoon he and his family had a“family get-together” (all of them
“faithful” Christians) and the whole kit and kaboodle missed the eve¬
ning worship service. Brethren, this is why the body of Christ is in the

t h a t

2 2



position it’s in today —the world looks upon the ehurch as awhole as
abunch of piously bloated hypocrites (don’t try to fool yourself into
thinking that onlookers can’t see through the sham-acting so many
are engaged in) and many of the people in religious error are trying
more sincerely to do the right thing than we are! Iwonder, who is to
be held more responsible in the day of judgment: those who were
erroneously, but sincerely, striving to please God, or those who know
the paths of righteousness and just won’t trouble themselves enough
to walk therein?

I’ve got astring of excuses amile long, or maybe more, that have
been offered by weak Christians who were conscientious enough
that they felt they must justify themselves in the preacher’s eye,
and yet didn’t have enough love for God about them to make areal
effort to avoid situations where they would have to make excuse!
How often have Iheard: “I was too tired to come.” “I had to work a
little later than usual and just couldn’t make it.” ‘’Well, you know, I
just forgot!” “The baby’s not feeling very good.” “By the time we eat
supper it’s too late to attend the meeting.” “I went to aparent-teachers’
meeting at school.” “The children have to get up early, so I’d better
not bring them out.” “I didn’t have away to come.” “Sunday is the
only time Ihave to rest —Iwork all the other days of the week.”
“The children make too much noise and Ican’t get anything out of
the lesson because of that, so I’ll just stay at home.” “We just can’t
afford the long trip in to the meeting house more than once aweek.”
Does this sound like the early Christians who, for the cause of Christ,
were crucified, boiled in oil, sewn up in the skins of wild beasts and
drowned, burned at the stake, eaten by wild animals, beheaded, beaten
to death with clubs, and stoned? Can we even dare to claim the same
eternal reward as they, when our faith is so weak that even agood-
sized threat would make the majority of us deny our Lord?

It has been said by some that the lives of the Christians of the
first century consisted of “persecution above ground and prayer
below ground.” What will people of tomorrow say that the lives
of twentieth and twenty-first century Christians consisted of? You
just think about that question for aminute, truthfully, and you’ll be
surprised at the answers that come to your mind! But even more
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astounding is the thought that, with the depth of the imprint we’re
making, people of tomorrow may not even know that there were any
Christians during this era!

As though half-converted, material-minded, spiritually-weak
Christians aren’t enough to hamper the church today in fulfilling its
mission, we are bound and tied by brethren in authority who have
no vision whatsoever. Evidently they feel that the threat of war and
destruction is so great that tomorrow may never come, so there’s
no need to make any preparation for it. Or else, they feel that since
Christ is the head of the church, He’ll see to it that it gets to where
it’s supposed to go without any assistance from us.

Where do we fall short in our vision? In almost every phase of
the work of the church! Sometimes meeting houses are built with¬
out any eye toward firture needs. Iknow of one congregation that
built anice meeting house afew years back, with two little, bitty ole
classrooms. Adequate? Of course not, and the children there today
are lacking in interest because all ages have been cramped together in
those two rooms to study. Are any plans being made for “adding on”
to the building? No. Probably every member there feels that he would
be faced with paying the debt out of his own pocket, so they just drift
along, losing their precious children to the world. On the opposite side
are the congregations that are investing most of their contributions in
paying off the enormous debt for their enormous, luxurious building.
Brethren, would we make our personal commitments so foolishly?

In many cases no long range programs of work are planned for
the church, and therefore it drifts along from year to year, just ex¬
isting. They don’t grow much numerically because they have made
no plans for reaching outsiders. They grow even less spiritually be¬
cause their interest and enthusiasm lie dormant or dead. They just
meet once or twice aweek to “worship and serve” God and then go
home and live as they please the rest of the time. Will we ever get
the truth to the whole world with acomplacent attitude like this?
No! Athousand times, NO!

But the same complacent attitude is present in most business
meetings. They remind me of ahot potato game: you pitch a“hot”
issue or suggestion around among the few men present, until it
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“cools” off, and then nobody’s interested in it because it has literally
been worn out. How men can get together and discuss different mat¬
ters in the work of the church pro-and-con for two to six hours, and
go home with practically nothing decided upon, and call such meet¬
ings “business meetings” is beyond my understanding. It sounds
more like afive-year-old handling Papa’s affairs! Brethren, more
than anything else, we need to grow up and be men in the Lord’s
work. Surely if we can handle our own business matters competent¬
ly as individuals, we ought to have more ability in seeing after the
needs of the church than we usually manfest.

Probably one of the biggest reasons, though, that we fall short
in our Christianity is that we’ve let the two thousand years of time
since Christ died come between us and Him. He should be just as
real to us today as He was to those of the first century, but He isn’t.
That’s why the pleasures and niceties of the world hold so much
attraction to us —we’ve got our good eye on the things around us,
and our near-blind one on the events that took place so many years
ago. And we can’t see the important things.

People today aren’t touched much by the things Jesus suffered
for us —they don’t feel the need the early saints felt for convert¬
ing even one soul to the truth. They aren’t too concerned with wor¬
shipping God, or working for the crown of life. Why? Because the
years gone by, and the world around them, have dulled their minds
in these things —they Just don’t seem real enough to seem urgent.
We don’t think on such matters enough, or of our own souls, or of
hell. Will we have to be dangled above the pits of fire and brimstone
and have our shell of indifference melted away before we realize
wha t sa l va t i on and damna t i on mean?

If we ever come to the point that we realize how valuable our
own soul is, we’ll be more concerned about the souls of the rest of
the world. But most of us hardly realize we possess, and are, an eter¬
nal being that will never, NEVER, NEVER die and will live after the
death of this tabernacle of clay, in aheaven of peace and bliss, or in
ahell of torment. Ithink so often of the scripture, “If the righteous
SCARCELY be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner
appear?” (1 Peter 4; 18). And Iwonder how many of us could hon-
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estly class ourselves as “righteous”? Yes, we live good moral lives,
but are they truly righteous putting God first in everything! What
aterrible fate awaits those of us who fall short of being righteous
unless we realize in this life how real these matters are!

Iknow that one reason such weak spots appear in the picture
of the church today is that the elders, preachers, and teachers have
failed to some extent in teaching their fellow Christians how to rec¬
ognize the really important things of life. Too many have just not
been properly taught of their responsibilities. It has been said, “As
the leaders go, so goes the church,” and this is true. How can you
expect acongregation to be enthused and on fire for God when its
leadership has gone to sleep in the rocking chair of contentment?
When elders and preachers can see no farther than the tips of their
noses, how can the church have much vision, either in the work at
home or in taking the Gospel to all mankind?

So far, brethren, we have been considering what we are. Perhaps
you think the things I’ve said are alittle too critical and hard, but I
think not. The truth is that these problems do exist among us, and
the sooner we admit our faults and begin to work out ways to better
ourselves, the happier the whole situation will be. In the last few
years just such an honest examination has awakened many Chris¬
tians to their failures and their responsibilities, and no one on God’s
green earth is any happier to see these signs of progress than Iam.
We must have ageneral awakening among us if we are ever to fulfill
our mission, to preach the Gospel to every creature. Is that mis¬
sion the focus of the church with which you worship, the focus
of the men in leadership of the congregation of which you are a
member? Is it your own focus?

We’ve discussed pretty fully our hindrances in carrying out the
commands of God toward evangelizing the world, and now that we
have faced them, surely in ashort time they’ll be wiped from the
picture completely —they will be, that is, if we really want to be
saved in the world to come. Now that the canvass is clean, let’s see
what points we have on our side.

First of all, before we will really become involved in preaching
the Gospel to the world, we will all become more dedicated to “liv-
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ing” Christianity. Then, the church, as abody of zealous and faithful
Christians, will begin to make tremendous strides forward. Why?
Because it will be marching with the truth, and nothing can stand
in its way. Brethren, denominations send their ministers of error far
and wide over this world of ours, and even they are able to reach
many thousands with their error. Think, just think what we can do
with the truth if weTl only take it into our hands as the precious seed
it is, and sow it in the hearts of men and women throughout the land.
What apower we have within our grasp, and yet we hear the ones
of little faith say, “We won’t be able to convert anybody even if we
do try.” How often we belittle God’s power unto salvation! If in the
past years He has given life to the dead, turned the tide of battles,
preserved His people through anything and everything they faced,
and done any other mighty deed that pleased Him, can He not today
through His word draw men unto Himself?

Yes, we have the truth, amighty weapon for good, and we can¬
not afford to fail to use it. But Christians of today have other advan¬
tages, too. Think of the material blessings that have been poured
out upon us. If we’ll just be honest with ourselves, we’ll have to
admit that most of us are getting along pretty well, financially and
otherwise, in this old world. And what do we do to show God how
thankful we are? Most of us slip Him afraction of what we ought
and expect Him to be happy with us. Our attitude toward money
reminds me of aremark Iheard aBaptist preacher make once. He
said, “If you want to kill aBaptist, just shoot him in his pocket book,
’cause that’s where his heart is.” And Christians are just as guilty
as Baptists, brethren! But if we’d turn loose of the money that, in
reality, belongs to God, think what we’d be able to do! The treasury
of every congregation would be bulging, and we wouldn’t have such
ahard time digging up support for the men who want to preach the
Gospel in foreign lands. We wouldn’t have to fall back on the worn
out excuse, “We’re just poor people.” Think what we could do if
each one of us would give only $1.00 —just $1.00 —more each
w e e k ! We a r e t o l d t h a t t h e r e a r e a b o u t a m i l l i o n - a n d - a - h a l f m e m ¬

bers of the Lord’s body in this country. If each one gave $1.00 more
e a c h w e e k t h a t w o u l d m e a n t h a t w e w o u l d h a v e o n e - a n d - o n e - h a l f
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m i l l i o n d o l l a r s m o r e e a c h w e e k t o w o r k w i t h ! 7 8 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s a

year! It’s unbelievable isn’t it? But it shows what material power we
possess, and what ablessing it would be to all mankind if we would
only use it for good!

Along with our material blessings though, we have other advan¬
tages that the generations of the past have lacked. We have the very
best in methods of transportation and communication. At no other
time in the history of mankind have people had the blessings we
possess in this field. It wouldn’t be much fun to try to evangelize the
world from adonkey’s back, would it? And yet we know that this
was one of the major ways of traveling during the first century. To¬
day we have comfortable, and even luxurious, cars to speed us from
place to place. We have trains and ships and planes. There’s nothing
to keep us from going anywhere we want to go to preach the Gospel,
except our own reluctance or lack of vision.

Think of the systems of communication we have today. There
are newspapers through which we can advertise the Gospel. We can
easily print books, Bible courses, and tracts in the many languages
of the world. We have radio stations that can be the means of reach¬

ing millions with the truth, television can be employed in the task
of preaching to the masses, telephones can be used to this end, and
le t te rs w r i t t en .

And surely it is through the providence of God that the world¬
wide Internet, with Twitter, Facebook, YouTube, etc. are available
to the masses everywhere. Whenever before, in the world’s history,
has it been possible for aChristian in the USA to serve as a“teacher”
for someone on the opposite side of the world, and to have instant
communication back and forth in the lessons being studied through
the Internet connections? Whenever, before, has it been possible for
churches to carry their entire worship service over the Internet, so
that people anywhere can hear the lessons being taught? Iam ex¬
cited to know that many congregations are taking advantage of this
tool, bringing the Gospel to souls who would otherwise never have
the opportunity to learn. There are countless ways to get the mes¬
sage of God before the lost. All we need is the vision to see them and
the determination to put them to work.
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Another thing in our favor in evangelizing the world is this: we
live in anation that is respected by most other nations of the world.
The people in almost any land will stop and listen to what we have
to say (1) because we are Americans, and (2) because after hearing a
little, they will become attracted by the truth and will stay to be con¬
verted. This has been proven time and time again, and should be used
to the advantage of the cause of Christ.

So, brethren, let us lift up our eyes and look out upon the world.
It’s ahuge field, white, and ready for harvest. People, both here and
abroad, are searching for the right way and will be eager to accept
it if we will let Christianity shine throughout the universe as God
intended it. Remember, God is with us, and if we are on His side,
how can we fail? The challenge is set before us. Let’s grasp faith in
one hand and the truth in the other and conquer the world for Christ!
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C H A P T E R 5
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By our actions we say NO! Can it be that, in this one eommand,
Christ has asked too much of His followers? Let’s reason alittle: It

is an admitted fact that, if we are to be Christians and if we are to
gain Heaven as our final home, we must do everything within our
physical power to “do His commandments.” Looking at the picture
the other way, if we don’t obey His words, we are not true Chris¬
tians and cannot hope to be eternally saved. World evangelism is
one prominent command to each member of the chureh; if we fail to
be obedient to that command, we forfeit our right to the tree of life.
Therefore we must conlude that since Jesus has told us to preach
His word to every creature, someway, somehow, it is possible. And
if it is possible, WE will be held accountable with our souls if we
neglect to be obedient to the fullest extent of our ability.

It is possible to take the Gospel everywhere! It has been done
before, and it can be done again! Our trouble is that we haven’t yet
learned to think highly of ourselves and of our ability. Brethren, we
have such an inferiority eomplex and sueh apessimistie attitude that
Imarvel at us. How can we expect to be successful when we defeat
ourselves with, “We ean’t,” long before we ever start? Why, as indi¬
viduals, in the seeular world if we had sueh an attitude the entire
ehurch would be on relief —we would literally be starving to death!
And yet, when we band together, in what one would suppose to be
our greatest strength, we look like the big healthy Tomeat running
from the mouse! We, the ehureh, tuck tail and run from the world,
and yet we have on “our side” the most powerful force in existenee
—the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

What’s wrong with our eyes and our minds? Why are we deter¬
mined to be such defeatists? Even in spite of almost unbearable per-
seeution in the first eentury, the church believed that it could teach
the world of Christ, and it did. Today we have no such obstacles and
opposition to overcome, and yet we have defeated ourselves!
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During the Freed-Hardeman Lectures one year, brother Alvin
Jennings made astatement to this effect: “The church of today
would be better off, and would make more progress, if it had to
suffer persecution as did the early church.” He may have hit the nail
on the head. We have had it so easy, and the world has left us so
completely unhindered that we’ve felt no challenge. Tell achild that
he can’t have apiece of cake or acookie, and it’ll get that forbidden
treat or bust tryin’! If the world did forbid us to serve Christ and to
teach others of Him, it would be like ared flag waved in front of a
bull —agrowing number of us would charge toward our task with
such fervor and faith that no power on earth could stop us!

But we can be thankful, from the human standpoint, that we live
in acountry of freedom and can preach Christ and Him crucified
without having our mouths stopped. The task that lies before us now
is this: since we haven’t been awakened to our responsibilities by
the opposition of the world, we are going to have to wake our¬
selves! This is the only answer! The truth is evident that we can
teach all humanity of Christ: He would not ask us to do something
we can’t do, and what others have done, we can do. So now, if we
really mean business as Christians, and if we expect to be received
with joy as faithful and profitable servants at the judgment, we will
have to get up and work.

Let’s stop saying we ’re too little and tell the world that since
Christ is with us, we ’re big enough! Not “big enough” to stop grow¬
ing, but ‘big enough” to conquer every obstacle set in our path.
Every night before going to bed the Christian ought to count “We
Cans” instead of sheep, and this should be our philosophy through¬
out every day. Before we can hope to begin the real work of evan¬
gelizing the world, we’re going to have to re-train ourselves in our
thinking. We’ve undermined our strength with negative thoughts —
or in most cases, with not thinking about it at all —for so long
that we’re going to have to teach ourselves to believe we can be
successful before we’ll even take the first step toward real success.

In this modem world of greeting every suggestion or project with
the question “How?”, it might be good to think of afew ways through
which we can perform the task that has been set before us. Have you
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ever thrown apebble into alake and watched the ripples of water
spread farther and farther out until the whole surface was affected?
Well, Christianity is like that. In the first century Jerusalem was the
point where the “pebble” was dropped and, with the spread of the
Gospel, the whole world became affected.

Today, we might think of the starting place as our own town: If
we live and actively preach genuine Christianity in our home town,
soon the neighboring cities, states, countries, and even the world
will feel the impact of truth, because the truth is never bounded by
political lines and barriers. But in order to have this effect, we must
get outside of our church buildings with the message! We must
stop waiting for the world to come to us, and we must go out into the
highways and byways to the world!

Christianity starts, first of all, in the home. Every father and
m o t h e r w h o h a v e b e e n o b e d i e n t t o t h e t r u t h s h o u l d m a k e i t t h e i r

aim to bring up their children (1) with athorough knowledge of the
word of God, and (2) with the assurance that, as Christians, they
must work for Christ. There is no better way of teaching those les¬
sons than by example. Make spiritual things the center of life in your
home, and see what adifference it will make for everyone.

When our homes become more like they are divinely meant to
be, we will be more zealous and fruitful in the Lord’s work. We will
do all we can to strengthen the local church, and to carry out its mis¬
sion in this world. There are countless ways for the church to spread
its influence and to eventually, in avery short period of time, carry
out the great commission.

There is an old saying that “an idle mind is the devil’s workshop.”
In these days, so many are idle that when any workable program is
suggested for evangelizing any part, or all, of the world, the devil
immediately begins to plant his seeds of discord. I’m not saying that
we should use just any means to reach the lost, but Ido believe that as
long as aplan doesn’t violate the Scriptures in any way we should put
our minds to the task of seeing it performed, and not spend months
and even years “questioning” whether we should do it or not. It seems
to me that in more cases than one this has been used as an excuse

to do absolutely nothing. Brethren are so afraid they ’re going to do
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Imight fear that, too, if Ididn’t know them sosomething wrong
well! As it is, /am afraid they ’re going to do nothing! Brethren, let’s
face the suggestions that are made for doing our work and if they are
Scriptural, let’s stop haggling about the thing and get busy.

When we really begin to put the various methods of reaching
the lost to work for us, we will see the effect spread far and wide
around us. In order to help spread this influence even further, it
should be our goal to see the church established, not only in
our own cities but also in the neighboring cities that are without the
Gospel. If every congregation would accept, as its God-given re¬
sponsibility, the challenge of starting the work in the neighbor¬
ing areas, it wouldn’t be but avery short time before the whole
wor ld wou ld have the t ru th . You don ’ t be l ieve i t? Then th ink about

it for awhile and you will see that with this small amount of effort we
could teach the wor ld .

But, as congregations, and individuals, we can do more than
that. How many times have “Christians” moved from one part of the
United States to another, or even to another part of the world, and
left their “Christianity” behind with their “other unnecessary junk”?
Of course we know that there will always be some who will do this,
but beloved, this percentage today is far, far too high! Hasn’t it been
estimated that there are 100,000 unfaithful members of the Lord’s
body in New York City alone? Can that figure be right? And the ter¬
rible thing is that almost every city has its quota of erring Christians!
Think what apower we would be if we only had these multitudes
back “in the running” again!

Ibelieve there are two things we can do to correct this situ¬
ation, at least in part. (1) We can have an effective teaching pro¬
gram that includes instilling within every member of the church the
knowledge of their responsibility of remaining faithful to the Lord
no matter where they go. We need to teach them to think in terms of
starting the work, first in their own homes if they move to an area in
which the Lord’s church has not previously existed. By doing this,
soon they’ll be renting aplace to meet, then building or buying their
own building; and another city will have the truth. Think what this
would mean i f Chr is t ians the wor ld over would be determined to do
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their part! We must teach them of their importance in the work of the
Lord. (2) When aChristian does move to a“mission area”, his breth¬
ren back home would do well to write to him, encouraging him, and
to write to the elders or preacher of the nearest congregation, telling
of his arrival in their locality. This way, perhaps fewer and fewer
would get weaned away from the truth.

If we truly put Christianity to work in our own home towns, and
if we train members of the church to face up to their responsibility of
establishing the church in the mission fields into which they move,
weTl pretty well have the task of taking the Gospel to the world
licked. But there is one other major thing we can do to speed up the
accomplishment of our mission. We can work together to send mis¬
sionaries and workers into the areas without the Gospel, both in our
own country, and abroad.

How can this be done? In avery simple and scriptural way: the
one being sent can be completely sponsored and supported by acon¬
gregation large enough to do this, or several small congregations can
volunteer to support him. The funds in that case could be (1) sent
directly to the preacher, or (2) one congregation could have the over¬
sight of the man in the mission field, and handle the funds coming in
from the other congregations and individuals for his support. (And as
long as this “sending” is on avolunteer basis, no scriptural principle
is being violated.) The first method would have several drawbacks,
such as: the preacher then would have to spend agreat deal of his time
trying to keep the funds coming in, and informing all the supporting
congregations of the ways the money was spent; also, since sever¬
al congregations would be individually overseeing the work, one of
two things would be likely to happen: (1) He would be hampered and
pestered to death with too much oversight, or (2) each congregation
would leave most of the responsibility to the other congregations, and
in the final analysis, nobody would know what was going on.

So the second method, of having one sponsoring congregation
and several volunteer congregations to help with the financial sup¬
port, is the better way. And no group is too small to have apart, in
one role or the other, in this work of evangelizing the world. Breth¬
ren, we can do it —now let’s get up and get busy!
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C H A P T E R 6

Naturally, before we do anything, we would want to be abso¬
lutely sure that it is necessary. This prineiple would apply to mission
work just as it would to any other undertaking.

Ibelieve there are four reasons that make evangelization of the
entire world during our generation anecessity. The first two rea¬
sons are based on the individuals involved: Myself and the person
to whom Imust teach the truth. Every Christian should reason from
this point of view, first.

Is it necessary, ybr my own sake, to evangelize the world? From
our former studies we have found that the answer to this question
is “YES”. It has been said that “you can’t go to heaven alone,” and
this is true. As Christians we must be doing all within our power to
win, at the least, one soul to Christ during our lifetime. If we don’t
make this our task, we are refusing to obey countless commands in
the New Testament. “Let your light so shine ...that they may
see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heav¬
en” (Matthew 5:16). “Go and teach ail nations ...” (Matthew
28:19). “How shall they believe in him of whom they have not
heard? And how shall they hear without apreacher?” (Romans
10:14). Going on, we have such statements from the Bible as these:
“In meekness, instructing those that oppose themselves.”
“Preach the word. ” “Let h im know, that he which conver te th
the sinner from the error of his ways hides amultitude of sins.”
“Be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh
you areason of the hope that is in you.” “For when for the time
ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again
which be the first principles of the oracles of God.” “And oth¬
ers save with fear, pulling them out of the fire.”

These verses, and many, many others, teach us of our duty not
only to ourselves but also to the rest of mankind. If we are to be
saved, it is not enough that we obey the first principles of the Gospel
—the remainder of our obedienee lies in the teaching of that truth
to others. Therefore, it is neeessary for our own soul’s sake that we
b e “ m i s s i o n m i n d e d ” .
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T h e o t h e r i n d i v i d u a l i n v o l v e d

teach the t ruth

as aChristian. He is in error; perhaps he is in modern-day denomi-
nationalism, or he might be an atheist, or an idolator, or just nothing
religiously. Whatever be the case, he walks in darkness without the
truth and it is my God-given responsibility to bring the light into his
l i f e .

the person to whom Imust
also has agreat deal to lose if Ifail to do my duty

I’ve heard members of the church say, “I know so-and-so well:
he’s in acertain denomination, but he’s satisfied there so Inever talk
to him about religion.” Is this the attitude we should express? If that
person, ignorantly, were in aburning house, would we leave him
there, unwarned, just because he was “satisfied”? Surely if he knew
of his danger, he would no longer be satisfied to remain where he
was! The same principle is true of religion
aware of the danger of losing their souls, so that they will desire to
come into the “ark of safety”.

We also have astory to tell the atheist and the idol-worshipper.
Perhaps they will accept it, perhaps not, but they must have the op¬
portunity to hear the truth, even as we did. It is the belief of some,
possibly in order that they will feel less burdened, that in the day of
judgment surely God will not eternally condemn those who have
never heard the Gospel. They argue that this would be unjust. There¬
fore, because they have convinced themselves that “ignorance is
bliss”, they feel absolutely no responsibility in teaching these people
the truth. But, is “ignorance bliss”? Paul makes the statement that
when Christ returns. He will “take vengeance on all those that
know not God, and obey not the gospel. ”Does this sound like
they’re “safe”?

But look how far we could go with reasoning such as that: if one
will be spared because he has not had the opportunity to know the
truth, let’s stop teaching anyone, even our own generation of young
people growing up, and let the world live and die in ignorance. Ev¬
eryone would be saved that way! But if we teach them, they may
not obey, and even if they knew the truth they might not live in ac¬
cordance with it, and would then be lost. But, no, this theory is not
founded on God’s word. The truth is that God has done His part: He

w e m u s t m a k e m e n
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has given His will to the whole world. Now it is left in our hands
who know His truth to deliver it to the rest of mankind. If we neglect
or fail to do this, that poor soul who has never even heard of Christ
will be condemned, and WE will be held responsible! What terrible
consequences for laziness and indifference!

Not only are the two individuals, myself and the hearer, involved,
but the church as aunit and the world as aunit must be considered.

God has placed the task upon us, as His people, to do acertain work:
to preach the Gospel. When we do as we are commanded, we make
great strides of progress, we’re happy, contented, and redeemed.

But the situation is different when we neglect to do the work that
has been given to us as abody. We begin to grow lazy and slack in
our service to God. We have idle time on our hands and if we don’t
turn to the world to spend our time usefully in teaching the truth,
we turn on ourselves. One thing is certain: people are going to be
busy, and they will be doing one of two things: either building up,
or tearing down! If we don’t build up the church by converting new
workers for it, we will begin to tear that body down. How? We’ll
begin to “pick” at one another; we’ll be constantly “finding fault”
—nothing will be done right; we’ll question and hinder every move
that’s made toward progress. And soon, we’ll be like the mythical
lion chasing his tail around the tree
selves. Or we will die spiritually from indifference. These are the
dangers that faces the church constantly, for the church without a
mission is comparable to the young women without husbands that
Paul speaks of in 1Timothy 5:13: “And withal they learn to be
idle, wandering about from house to house; and not only idle,
but tattlers also and busybodies, speaking things which they
ought not.” Isn’t this apathetic picture of many of us today? How
far we have strayed from our purpose! And how can we hope to be
spared hell-fire when we maul and destroy the power of the truth
which we possess?

The world must hear the message of God if it is to have any hope
of salvation. One thing is certain: no one else is going to teach them
for us! We can’t depend on them to learn the truth for themselves;
we can’t expect idolatrous people to teach mankind the will of God;

we w i l l have devoured ou r -
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d e n o m i n a t i o n a l d o c t r i n e s

the pure Gospel. Only we, the church, are left! If we don’t teach men
the truth, they will go untaught and unsaved.

We ask “Can we afford to do all of this work?” Brethren, we
can’t afford not to! Actually, we have no choice whatsoever in the
matter —it’s teach, or else\ There is too much at stake to take the
or else,” so it is necessary, and may God help us to do the work we

must do .

will not lead people closer toe r r o r
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C H A P T E R 7

Time and time again I’ve heard people say, “Why go to afor¬
eign mission field to work? There’s plenty to do at home.” My own
friends and relatives have used this reasoning in answer to my state¬
ments concerning my desire to preach in aforeign field. I’ll admit
that there are countless “mission areas” here in the United States.

Some are places that are entirely without the Lord’s church (parts of
the north, in particular); some are places in which the church exists
in asleeping form (parts of the south). Both areas are mission fields
and need the truth to awaken them! But Idon’t believe that we have

any right to confine the gospel to the U.S.A. just because there are
many here who are lost!

Those same people who say “there’s plenty to do at home” ad¬
vocate the theory that “we need to convert the people at home first, ”
implying that this is the only right thing to do. But Iask you: Is this
the truth? Do Americans deserve to know God’s will any more than
that poor heathen in the wilds of some far-off land? Where in the
holy Scriptures does it say that Americans have aright to the truth
FIRST? Ihave yet to find ascriptural basis for such reasoning. God
is no respecter of persons: He loves the European, the Asian, the
African, just as much as He loves the American! And this one error
in our thinking explains almost entirely why we have been so slow
to share the truth with the rest of the world. Brethren, we think quite
alot of ourselves, but in our concern we have grown so selfish that
we are denying that truth to other souls, just as important as we! I
think often of Paul’s admonition to the Romans in the 12th chapter
and third verse of that book: “For Isay ... to every man that is
among you, not to think of himseif more highly than he ought
to think. ”Perhaps our failure to heed this warning has warped our
conception of the worth of “thee” and “me.”

Yes, there are many in the United States who have not even
heard the pure truth, and there are thousands more that have heard
it and just haven’t accepted it. Think of the people, especially in the
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South, who have heard the Gospel over and over and over again
and yet continue to live out their lives in error. Not only will they
not obey the truth, but in many cases they become so calloused and
hardened to it that they no longer feel any need to respond. More¬
over, some have become bitter enemies of the church and do all
within their power to destroy it and its influence for good. Christ
commanded, “Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither
cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under
their feet, and turn again and rend you. ”In Luke 9:5 He told the
apostles, “And whosoever will not receive you, when ye go out
of that city, shake off the very dust from your feet for atesti¬
mony against them. ”Later, in Acts 13:51, in the account of Paul’s
first missionary journey, the record says, “But they shook off the
dust of their feet against them, and came unto Iconium.” These
verses point out clearly that it is not our responsibility to keep on
keeping on preaching God’s word to those who will not accept it. In
fact, not only is it not our responsibility, but it’s wrong! Why? For
two reasons: (1) God’s truth is too holy and precious to “cast it be¬
fore swine.” (2) As long as we continue working and laboring with
those who have time and time again rejected the truth, we will be
neglecting to preach it even the first time to souls who in all proba¬
bility would obey it.

Don’t get me wrong. I’m not saying that we should stop striving
to persuade interested souls to obey God’s will, but it is my firm
belief that the power of the truth is being wasted when we continue,
year in and year out, to press it on people who don’t want it. There
are too many souls in the world who are starving for that first invita¬
tion, and they’re dying without it!

The church today, as awhole, is going around in a“vicious cir¬
cle”: preach to the members, hold abig meeting and preach to the
few outsiders who come to the church building, preach to the occa¬
sional visitors, preach to those who have heard the word and know
it almost as well as the preacher, but are waiting for a“convenient
season” in which to obey it. Brethren, we need to break this circle
and expand —we need to add to it: Go out into the highways and
byways and preach to the souls who have never heard, and we need
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to concentrate the major part of our effort on this phase of the work.
Let’s open up our mission fields and make them mission fields no
m o r e !

For two years Iworked in the state of Minnesota whieh had a
population of approximately 3,000,000 people, and the members of
the ehurch in the whole state numbered only about 300. This is truly
one of the mission fields of the United States! Several asked me:

‘Why do you want to go to acountry overseas when you are living
in astate in which the church is as weak numerieally as almost any
plaee that eould be found?” The answer to this question is simple,
and eonsists of three reasons.

First: Ifeel apersonal responsibility to go into some other part
of the world and do my best to open it up for Christ. When Iread the
great eommission Iean’t help but read it with the understood subject
inserted. Then it reads ""(You) go into all the world and (you) preaeh
the Gospel to every creature”. You means me and Ican’t push my
responsibility off on someone else and expeet him to do my work
while Istay at home. Imust go and do all /ean, with God’s help,
before I’ll feel that Iam “free from the blood of all men.”

Second: There is no real reason why Iean’t go. Ihave the desire;
my wife is perfectly willing; we have good health; our family is
small enough, in age and numerically, that we don’t have aproblem
there. There’s nothing to hinder us from going and doing our part to
evangelize the world. There are many able preachers who can’t go
because of one reason or another. It is their duty to do all they can
to help those who can go, and it is the duty of those of us who are
able to go to get up and go and stop trying to find exeuses. Iknow
it’s hard to leave family and friends and country and customs behind
to go into acompletely strange land and work for several years, but
it must be done. And somebody sgot to sacrifiee these things if the
world is ever taught the truth.

Third: Yes, Ilived in an Ameriean mission field, but Ilooked
at the situation this way: there are approximately 10,000 preachers
of the Gospel in the United States. Out of that number, it would be
many times easier to get aperson to move to the city of Minneapo¬
lis to work than it would be to get him to go to aforeign land. Yes,
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Minnesota is along way from the South where most of the preachers
live, and it’s hard to get them to give up “home” for the cold north-
land! But think how much harder it would be if he were thinking
of going several thousand more miles away from home, and for a
much longer period of time! So, Idon’t worry about the mission
fields in America being taken care of —sooner or later they can be
evangelized effectively. But at the rate we’re going now, if the other
countries have to wait for the truth until we “overflow” here. I’ll
never live to see that day.

This is why my conscience has driven me to go, according to the
L o r d ’ s w i l l .
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C H A P T E R 8

( ? ( ^ m m m m ^
Have you ever stopped in reading the following passage of scrip¬

ture, and just thought for afew minutes about the tremendous subject
Paul was discussing? Listen to his words: "How then shall they call
on him In whom they have not believed? And how shall they
believe in him of whom they have not heard? And how shall
they hear without apreacher? And how shall they preach, ex¬
cept they be sent?” (Romans 10:14,15). What asermon we should
receive from these four questions, and yet Idon’t believe Ican recall
ever having heard apreacher of the Gospel use them, as such, spe¬
cifically! Isn’t this an indication that we, as God’s people, aren’t as
mission-minded as we should be? If more were said in the pulpits and
through our excellent Gospel papers on this subject Iam sure more
would be done. Most members of the church haven’t yet been awak¬
ened to this phase of the Lord’s work and it is our place, as ministers
of His word, to prod them into wakefulness. Let’s think for awhile on
these four questions that deal so fully with the problem of evangeliz¬
ing the world.

“ H O W S H A L L T H E Y C A L L O N H I M I N W H O M
T H E Y H AV E N O T B E L I E V E D ? ”

No man can be saved unless he calls on God through obedience
to the Gospel. There are millions and millions of people living today
who have never done the will of God and who, therefore, are lost in
sin. These people have not asked and received forgiveness for their past
errors. They don’t pray daily, as do you and I, that the wrongs they
commit in ignorance will be wiped clean by the blood of the Lamb.
They don’t ask for the spiritual and material blessings that the Almighty
Father has the power to bestow upon them. They never praise him for
all that he has done for humanity. Their eyes are not set in hope, on that
home of the soul that has been promised to the faithful. Why? Why
do they not recognize the God of Heaven? It is because they have not
believed in him. How many times do the phrases “By faith” ‘Without
faith,” “Whosoever believeth,” “Through faith,” etc., appear in the Bi¬
ble? Everything we do as Christians, we do because of our strong belief
in God and His power. But some have not believed. Why?
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“ H O W S H A L L T H E Y B E L I E V E I N H I M O F W H O M
T H E Y H AV E N O T H E A R D ? ”

“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word
of God” (Romans 10:17). Faith, or belief, cannot fill aperson’s heart
unless he has heard of the Father, and countless souls in this world
have never heard. The man deep in the wilds of Africa, worship¬
ping his jungle god does not know of the true Creator. The Indian
woman who lives by the laws of the Hindu religion, believing ani¬
mals to be gods, doesn’t know that Jesus died for her. The Japanese
and Chinese children grow up worshipping their ancestors because
they haven’t been told of the Father of all men whom they should
serve. The Arab believes Mohammed is his saviour, for he hasn’t
learned of the true Messiah. These people are bom, live, and die in
total darkness. The majority of them, not only in this generation but
throughout the centuries, have never heard “God” and “Jesus” spo¬
ken in their own language or in any language. Why?

“ H O W S H A L L T H E Y H E A R W I T H O U T A P R E A C H E R ? ”

In our own country aBible can be seen in practically every
home. The tmth, the pure will of God, is to be found between the
covers of that book. As stated before, in addition to having God’s
word to read, we have more than 10,000 men who stand in pulpits
and proclaim the glad tidings of the Gospel! In countries outside
of our own, we have afew American missionaries and some native
preachers but in many of the nations there is no Gospel preacher
and the people would not even know where they could purchase
aBible to read in their language. How shall they hear of God?
They grope along in darkness, walking blindly, because there is no
one to bring them the Lamp of Life so that it may light their way.
Why is there no preacher to teach them the word of God?
“ H O W S H A L L T H E Y P R E A C H E X C E P T T H E Y B E S E N T ? ”

This explains why, and is the root of the whole problem. When
this question is answered and blotted out, the preachers will be sent,
they will proclaim the word, souls will believe and will call on the
name of God in obedience. But, first, the messenger must be sent. Even
in Paul’s day, when he went out as missionary, he was “senf
church in Antioch of Syria “sponsored” him, and other congregations

t h e
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(Philippi, for one) over the country helped in his support. Today, aman
cannot just “up and go”. Even if he wanted to, he wouldn’t be allowed
to enter aforeign nation on that basis. In order to be granted permission
to live and work in another nation, one must be able to guarantee its
government that he won’t become a“liability”. In order to do that, he
must not only have the money necessary to pay for the trip to the coun¬
try, but back home as well. Asufficient amount of support monthly
must be guaranteed, and if asuccessful job is to be done, money, much
money, is necessary for a“working fund”. So there’s alot more to
preaching the Gospel abroad than just “going”: one must be sent, and
with the complete backing of the brethren at home. Let us SEND, so
that the word may be PREACHED, and men and women may HEAR,
and CALL upon God. Amen.
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C H A P T E R 9

m i n ( B m m m m ^

Irealize that problems exist in our desire to “go into all the
world”. Some countries make it very difficult to obtain avisa; some
hold such tight reigns on the missionary once he gets inside their
borders that it makes his work very difficult. But, brethren, look at
the situation this way: What is more powerful than right and truth?
Who can stand against the will of God? The Creator of the whole
universe is working with us to take His message to all of mankind.
No matter what obstacles, or trials, or refusals we have to face, if
we are determined to do His will and preach His truth in every na¬
tion under heaven, He will see to it that away is made. Our trouble
is that when Satan puts ablock before us, too often we are willing
and ready to say, “We can go no further.” Brethren, there’s always A
WAY, if we’ll only seek to find it.

Yes, the challenge is great, almost overwhelming. But as long as
we look upon the work to be done as achallenge, and are willing to
accept it, we’ll be able to overcome it. Challenges don’t worry me,
but acomplacent attitude toward them does. When brethren begin
to look back at all the work behind them, and to feel that the future
tasks are anything but urgent, Ifear for their souls —in fact, Ifear
for the souls of humanity when those who have the truth have lost
their sense of responsibility and urgency.

We have along road ahead in evangelizing any country, even
those that have several preachers now. When people reason, “They
have enough, and we won’t help financially or otherwise to put an¬
other man on the field,” Iwant to ask: Can ONE man evangelize a
NATION? Can one drop of moisture water alawn? Can one bite of
food fill an army?

Can ONE man evangelize anation? Of course not! If we brought
that thinking alittle closer to home, we might not be proned to so
reason. Could one man evangelize the United States? Could one
man evangelize even one state, or one county, or one city, such as
Minneapolis, Chicago, or Los Angeles? Why, it would be virtually
impossible for him to do such awork alone, and yet we believe that
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just because the missionary is five or ten thousand miles from home,
he can perform such afeat!

No! One man cannot do the work alone even in alifetime, and
we need to realize that. Let’s not be so stingy with our support! Let’s
decide that until the church in the individual nation is strong enough
to support and take care of its own work, we will do all within our
power to help it.

Can one man do the work alone? No, but even one man can do a
tremendous amount more than none\ Let’s not forget those nations
that haven’t had achance to lay hold on the truth as yet. It should
be our goal, as the body of Christ, to put the first man into each
of those countries within the next five years. It can be done, and
it must be done. One, working alone, can’t do the impossible, but
there are many invaluable things that he can do.

In the first place, he will serve as astarting point. Nothing, and
no work, great or small, can be done without abeginning. It’s true
that we’d like to see an army of ahundred missionaries go into each
nation, and really turn that place upside down, inside out, for Christ,
but we might as well face facts —we won’t be doing that any time
soon! But isn’t asmall beginning of even one man and his family
better than nothing at all?

Countless doors, in the second place, are opened when one man
goes into acountry that has not heard the truth. In his preparations
to go, he will awaken and arouse many brethren to awareness of the
needs of the country to which he is going. Perhaps those people had
been sleeping in indifference, but because of one man’s desire to
teach lost souls about Christ, they have become “living” Christians
again. They are willing to give and work and pray to help share their
salvation with another nation. This side-effect always comes when
one goes out “raising support,” and who can say that this awakening
is not one of the first great results of preparation to do mission work?

Athird thing that one man can do is to lay afoundation so that
those who follow can build upon it. In the south, in this nation, the
church is strong today because of the work of afew pioneers. These
men first introduced the truth in its purity to the people, and through
the years others have continued to teach them, building upon the
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ground-work already done. In foreign nations, we’re going to have
to get at least one man in their midst to teach and live Christianity.
After he has begun to train their minds with the truth, others com¬
ing in can take up the work and see it grow faster and faster. And
no doubt, after many years, results will still be coming in from the
efforts of that first Gospel preacher.

In all the countries that have one evangelist, it has been found
that the training of the native converts is an all-important thing.
When young men learn the truth and desire to teach their own peo¬
ple, they need the help and guidance of one who is sound in the faith.
This can be the work of that first missionary. He may not be able to
interest many others back home in coming to help, and he may find
it hard to gain and keep the necessary financial help he needs, but
one thing is sure: no matter where it’s preached, the truth has the
power to draw souls to it, and in that number, there will always be
some who have astrong desire, themselves, to go out preaching the
glad tidings they’ve heard. This is an all-important work that the
first missionary can accomplish.

Finally, the one who goes and opens the door of the foreign
country can interest other workers in coming to help. Have you ever
noticed that years may pass with no one seriously considering evan¬
gelizing acertain country, but just as soon as one man begins to
preach and talk and write about going —and then actually goes —
others develop such an interest that within ashort time two or three
additional mission-minded preachers are headed for the new field?
Why does this interest develop? Because of the work of the first
missionary; he leads the way and spearheads the attention toward
greater evangelization of the chosen country.

Can one man evangelize anation? Surely, not one of us would
say “yes,” hut there is agreat work that he can do, and how much
better off the entire world would be if each country had at least that
first man! Let this be our goal!
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C H A P T E R 1 0

About the first question that pops into aperson’s mind when he
hears the subject of mission work mentioned is this: “How will you
go about reaching the people?” Such aquery deserves much consid¬
eration and planning.

Some first things are obvious: Landing in that city that is to be
“home”, the newcomer must locate aplace to live and in which the
potential contacts can meet for studies/worship. He must make ar¬
rangements for equipment, print calling cards and other literature,
place advertisements in the local paper, etc. The “new-comer”
should go out purposely to meet people, and he should keep alist of
the names and addresses of those he meets. Since he is obviously a
foreigner, he can drop into the initial conversation the piece of infor¬
mation that he has come to the country to teach people about Christ
and His church. When interest is shown, he should make it his busi¬
ness to get to know those individuals, and other such acquaintances,
and to become their friend. Before long, there will be occasions for
serious religious discussion and, in time, here and there, souls will
begin to obey the Gospel of Christ.

Idon’t suppose that establishing the work in amajor city such as
Bombay would be so drastically different than doing the same thing
herein the States in an area where the Gospel has not yet gone. After
all, the people to agreat extent do speak English in India, and even
though there would be strange customs to which one would have
to accustom himself, the work shouldn’t be too much hampered
by those differences. In time, and after making acquaintances and
friends among the people, there would be many ways of teaching
t h e m .

Naturally, the preacher and his family would begin to conduct
worship services on the Lord’s Day upon arrival. Perhaps, for a
short period of time others would be hesitant to attend, unless by
a w o n d e r f u l f o r t u n e i t w a s f o u n d t h a t o n e o r t w o C h r i s t i a n s w e r e

living in the city already. But, regardless, before many worship pe¬
riods passed by, the people would begin to trickle in, and soon those
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that had become interested would be attending regularly to hear the
preaching of God’s word. If they are English-speaking, the situation
is much simplified, but the language obstacle can be overcome: in¬
terpreters can be used, or after aperiod of time the preacher may be
able to speak the local tongue fluently enough to preach in it.

Along this line of reaching the lost souls by preaching is the role
of the traditional Gospel meeting. In many countries this has proven
to be asuccessful way of attracting the attention and interest of the
masses, and winning them to Christ. As in the cities of the United
States, radio, and television preaching and advertising, when avail¬
able, are excellent ways of reaching the multitudes. Perhaps these
will prove to be excellent methods to use in establishing the work,
since such programs would reach agreat number of people con¬
centrated in one area. One of the obstacles we would face, though,
is that the cost is reported to be relatively high in comparison to a
similar program here. Be that as it may, if athorough investigation
it is found that such awork would “pay for itself’ in the long run,
certainly the missionary would want to take advantage of it.

While living in Minneapolis, I’ve found that it isn’t hard to
get “news” in the religious section of any of the newspapers, even
the “Star” which has acirculation of more than 400,000 daily. Our
preaching brethren here in the states seem to be pretty slow in snap¬
ping up this free advertisement, and it’s ashame. But, certainly, in
working in aforeign country, we would want to take advantage of
every opportunity that came our way. Newspaper articles and ads,
both free and paid, would be an effective way of introducing the
church to the people and making them aware of its existence in their
city.

In amore personal way of teaching individuals, “cottage classes”
and the such l ike have been used in several countries most success¬

fully. Nothing takes the place of personal contact and the opportuni¬
ty for discussion. As for equipment to be used in the classes, slides,
the blackboard, charts, or the Bible alone, would be the answer.
Probably more people would be converted and sufficiently taught
through this method than by any other. And after converts have been
made and taught, they should be thoroughly schooled in the idea
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that it’s their responsibility
others in home-study classes and by any other scriptural means they
are capable of using. Our failure to teach new converts even in this
country of that responsibility has proven to be acrippling blow to
the growth of the church. Let’s not make that same mistake as we
“begin anew” in other nations!

Personal visitation and hospitality

not solely the preachers’ to teach

visiting in the homes of
contacts and inviting them into your home for visits and meals —
are two more ways that contacts can be strengthened and souls even¬
tually won to the truth. In going to a“strange” nation, one should
make it his “occupation” to get to know the people and to under¬
stand them. He should do his best to learn how they think and what
customs guide their lives, and as opportunities present themselves,
he should show them what American life is like, not for the purpose
of “Americanizing” them but in order that areal interest and friend¬
ship can be developed.

Personal contact coupled with hospitality will go along way
toward turning interest into real concern, and finally resulting in
conversion. What equipment can be used in making and developing
these personal calls?

(1) Calling cards, to be used to introduce the church and the
preacher, should be employed when the person being visited is a
very casual acquaintance and has no special interest as yet in the
“new religion.”

(2) For those who are abit further along, tracts written about
subjects in which they have shown aparticular interest would be
good. These could be printed tracts, or neatly copied articles that the
missionary himself has worked up. During the two years we lived in
Minneapolis, we mimeographed abulletin containing ashort article
and afour-page “Meditations” each week to be mailed to about four
hundred people, most of whom lived in the area. The comments and
contacts made as aresult of that work have proven its effectiveness
to us, at least in this part of the world. Whether it will get the same
results overseas. I’m not able to say, but one thing’s sure: We’ll try
i t !

(3) For those who are ready for adeeper study of God’s Word,
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the Bible, periodicals, and books should be provided. Where the
people don’t speak English, translations in their language would be
necessary of course, but among English-speaking people, not even
this problem would be present. As aresult of having the Bible and
religious literature to read and study for themselves, many would
eventually read their way into the truth. Never overlook or underes¬
timate the power of the printed page —it’s been strong ever since
Gutenburg invented the printing press long years ago —and copies
of the “written Word” have been God’s choice of spreading His mes¬
sage since the first century!

(4) Even as here in America, correspondence courses have been
used effectively in some of the countries now being evangelized.
This provides agood way for the contacts to study for themselves,
but would not be “at its best” without the personal visits of the evan¬
gelist for the purpose of discussing points of disagreement when that
is possible.

(5) It is our purpose to begin a“sort” of school as soon as possi¬
ble after we reach India. Several reasons have prompted us to form
such aplan. In the first place, it will help us in getting our visas
because the Indian government is much happier if missionaries con¬
tribute to the upbuilding of the country as well as to preach “Chris¬
tianity”. Secondly, probably many who do not know English well
or would like to study it further, would be anxious to attend such
aschool for that purpose. What better textbook could be used than
the Bible? Thus, they would not only learn English, but the truth as
well, and another soul would be brought to Christ!

An additional reason for establishing such aschool would be to
train the new converts to teach their own people. We don’t plan to go
to India to establish awork that will depend forever on Americans
to keep it going. That would be afar cry from success! Our desire
and our goal will be to make real Christians of as many as we can
possibly reach, and to see them —as the Lord’s church —become
dependent on no one but themselves and God. We would strive to
teach them of their responsibilities: to assume their own financial
obligations, to pay for their own meeting houses, to support their
own preachers, and to send Indian converts out over the nation to
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teach the multitudes. Until this goal has been reached, the work has
not been established in the fullest sense of the word and cannot be

counted as alasting success. But we believe that such agoal can be
reached, and thus the American churches and preachers will eventu¬
ally be able to concentrate on other mission fields.

These are afew of the methods amissionary might use in teach¬
ing aliens of Christ. How many of them will we use in India? Which
ones will be most effective? WeTl have to wait until we get there
to be able to answer those questions! But I’m sure that there, as in
every other location, we will find that there’s afar greater amount of
work to be done, and many more opportunities waiting to be accept¬
ed, than one man could possibly handle alone. Won’t you begin to
make plans now to join us?
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C H A P T E R 1 1

What does mission work mean to you? Does it oeeupy the plaee
in your thinking and life that God intended?

Iam firmly convinced that the negative answers to these ques¬
tions explain fully why we, as the people of God, have not yet awak¬
ened to everything that we should stand for. For too many years
we’ve been blissfully ignorant of the great challenge we face. Now
is the time to awaken our minds and our sense of responsibility and
to be about the Master ’s business.

Who is challenged by mission work? The first person usually
who feels his conscience being pricked by the lost condition of the
world is the preacher who decides to GO. And, oh, what arough
and rocky road lies ahead of him before he even leaves the shores of
home to begin the work he has set out to do!

When aman decides that he must do his part in evangelizing the
world, he first begins to cast about to find acongregation to sponsor,
and if possible, support his work. What happens? He sits down, and
through long and weary hours, writes letters or makes calls to the
churches he feels could help. He soon learns to be aprofessional
beggar! And what becomes of many of the appeals he makes? Usu¬
ally the preacher of the congregation gets the mail and goes through
it. There may be pleas for help from several different places. Per¬
haps the preacher personally knows the writer of one or more of the
letters, he may have aspecial interest in aparticular request, or there
might be aplea from one of the better known “big preachers’’. In
either of these three cases, the letters are usually saved and relayed
to the elders or leaders of the church. But what happens to the other
requests that are equally and perhaps more important? They don’t
mean anything to him personally, and he feels that it would be a
waste of time to present them in abusines meeting, so into the waste
basket they go!

Is this the way the business of the church should be handled?
If the preachers of the various congregations weren’t such good
“weeders” perhaps more mission work would be done! And look-
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ing on the other side, if they not only referred to the elders all the
“church mail”, but also did what they could to encourage them to
respond to worthy pleas, how much more they would mean to the
cause of Christ .

Very few congregations are going to be enthused and interested
in any program abroad unless the preacher who works with them
keeps the fire burning under that enthusiasm. Surely, what we need
as much or more than anything else is preachers who are willing to
open their own eyes, and then do all they can to get other Christians
to do the same.

One thing is certain: if you as apreacher are not interested
enough in foreign mission work to even pass requests on to the el¬
ders, to the men of the church, and even to the congregation, you’ll
not be doing much to go yourself. Won’t you realize the power you
hold in your own hands? What you say in encouragement may mean
the difference between the congregation sending or helping aman,
or not doing one little thing. Ichallenge you to do what YOU can.
Don’t fool yourself; there’s something, no matter how great or how
small it may seem to be, that you and only you can do! If you fail to
do that part, can you feel that you’re worthy of being called aGospel
preacher?

Many of you can GO yourselves. All you need to do is to put
the kingdom first as you’ve been preaching all these years. Decide
that CHRISTIANITY is worth alittle sacrificing. Isn’t obedience to
God more important than living within driving distance of “home”,
having all the luxuries Americans can possess, and taking the easy
way out? It may sound as if Ihave awarped feeling toward my
preaching brethren, but in all honesty Ican say “NO” to that accusa¬
tion. Ijust want them to wake up! Brethren, Iknow that many aren’t
doing what they could to carry out the great commission, and my
heart bleeds when Ithink about it. The easy way isn’t usually the
best way or the right way. Preachers must be more mission minded
if the world is to have the truth, and it’s going to take atremendous
amount of teaching in the local church by the local preacher.

If for any reason you, as apreacher, can’t go, surely you can
work to help someone else to go. Every congregation should be
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helping in aforeign field, and every congregation can help some, if
it’s no more than twenty-five or ahundred dollars amonth. But, I’ll
tell you something: the majority aren’t going to turn ahand to do
one thing unless you preachers push the suggestion and encourage it
to pass. Ichallenge YOU to do what you can.

When our preaching brethren throughout the nation begin to
wake up, we’ll see the elderships and leaders in the various congre¬
gations changing their attitude toward mission work but, as it stands
today, how do the usual pleas for help fare in business meetings and
discussions? Well, if they get by the preacher they’ve gone along
way! Then the gauntlet to be run is an “efficient” eldership. So many
are so efficient that the majority of the requests received never get
by them. Why? Because “we can’t answer all the needs, and we
can’t help all of those who write, begging, so since we can’t do it all,
we just won’t do anything.” Of course that last part is never voiced
aloud, but it’s the answer, nevertheless.

Brethren, what’s happened to our reasoning? In buying the ne¬
cessities of life, individually, would we reason that since we can’t
afford everything, we’ll just not buy anything? In performing the
countless “never-finished” tasks in our personal lives, do we think:
“Unless Ican get everything done, I’ll just sit down and not do any¬
thing?” Truly it is as Christ said, “The children of this world are
in this generation wiser than the children of light!”

Elders and deacons and leaders in God’s church have accepted
agrave responsibility, too grave to be treated as lightly as it usually
is. Most of the business-meeting decisions, the church activities,
and the spending of the Lord’s money are done purely on the
local level and for the local church.That’s not what God intended!

This work of evangelizing the world should be the greatest chal¬
lenge for the church and for our lives individually. Iplead with you,
if you fill the office of an elder, don’t be an hindrance to the cause
you have espoused. The future and eternal welfare of the souls of the
entire world rests in your hands! WHAT will YOU do with it?

There’s one fact we must admit. The restoration movement has

restored “New Testament Christianity,” but thus far, for the most
part, we are functioning without the driving, motivating power that
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possessed the early church. By that Imean: we exist, but with no
direction; we are going, but nowhere! Why? Because the very life
of the church is its “mission work”! Brethren, we’ve been placing
this work, not first on the list, but in the position of a“sideline”. It’s
high time that the ones in the places of leadership, both elders and
preachers, begin on the overwhelming task of re-aiming the church.
Sermons need to be preached on this subject: we must educate
Christians on their purpose in existing as abody of people.

In the past years, to agreat extent, the church has presented itself
as astriking parallel to the Dead Sea: forever willing to receive, but
giving nothing. You can see what the end result would be: astagnant
body, pandering only to itself Surely this is not adescription of the
church for which our Saviour is returning. Early Christians gave all
they had, materially and physically, to share their salvation with the
rest of the world. They gave, brethren, and until we learn that this
is our purpose too, we will continue to be our own greatest enemy!

Mission work is achallenge to every congregation —great or
small, poor or rich, weak or strong —each one has aduty to do and
will be held responsible for it on the day of judgment. It’s true that,
as in the parable of the talents, some can and must do more than
others; but the comparable insignificance of one responsibility in
the light of agreater one doesn’t excuse anyone. Iknow that if each
congregation would only do what it could, the work would be done.
When are we going to make this theory into living testimony?

In the teaching program of the church we need to begin now to
train the youngsters. If they grow up with the importance of world
evangelism firmly planted in their minds, the next generation will
have amuch easier task to perform than we have. The answer to
the whole problem is our way of thinking. We are always able to
do what must be done. Now if we can just be made to realize that
mission work is amust, not an extracurricular activity, we’ll see that
work accomplished!

Teachers should plan their teaching program around the mission
of the church and spend agreat deal of their time in training the
thinking of their students along these lines. Youngsters should be
taught that one of the reasons we give money on Sundays is so that
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the little boys and girls across the sea can hear about Jesus. Those
who are old enough to obey the Gospel should be thoroughly taught
of their responsibilities to train themselves so they can do their
part in the Lord’s work as they grow older. Young men and women
should be encouraged to get aChristian education so they’ll be able
to contribute more to the cause. They must be taught that the burden
of going rests upon them, because they are the church of tomorrow.
Perhaps they will have the desire to go as full-time preachers of the
Gospel, or as missionary wives, but if that isn’t the case there is a
great deal more they can do. As Christian doctors and nurses and
teachers and workers in mission fields, both here and abroad, they
would be invaluable. How much more effective the missionary’s
efforts would be if he had faithful workers to go along with him and
to support him in the struggle to establish the cause in Satan’s land!

Yes, the years to come will be easier if we’ll change our teaching
and working programs now, and such achange will make it possible
for more and more to be done even today. Truly the work is great
and the workers are few, but we can do it if we’ll try hard enough.

There are some congregations, though, that seemingly are deter¬
mined to go on sleeping peacefully through their duties and oppor¬
tunities. What can be done in such acase? Iwould suggest that if the
group just isn’t going to do what it can, the Christians in it who are
interested in mission work should do as much as they can, individu¬
ally. Perhaps the congregation could help support aman in amission
field and won’t. Well, this is abad situation, but it shouldn’t stop the
interested souls from doing their part. For the sake of easing their
own consciences they should, as individuals, send what they can
each week or each month to support the work elsewhere. This is the
only way they can rest assured that their souls are safe from hell-fire,
for verily “He that knoweth to do good and doeth it not, to him
it is sin” (James 4:17).

In the past few years the Gospel papers have accepted the chal¬
lenge of mission work in awonderful way. They have done all they
could to encourage the churches in carrying out the commission,
and they’ve made available every possible scrap of information rel¬
ative to the work being done abroad. I’m sure that agreat deal of
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the credit for the gradual awakening of the church throughout this
nation rightly belongs to the papers that have set the example of be¬
ing “mission-minded”. May God help us to find more effective and
appealing and stronger words to print for the purpose of pricking the
hearts of the readers!

The latest challenge that has been accepted is to the Christian Col¬
leges. Through the years, I’m sad to say, the colleges have made the
same mistake in teaching that the congregations are guilty of; most
of them have miserably failed to stress the necessity and urgency of
mission work. Every other subject thinkable was offered, but none,
or almost none, were available in the field of mission work! What
were they thinking about? Here was the greatest, most important,
and interesting subject imaginable, and it was —as awhole —com¬
pletely overlooked! Atragedy indeed! But finally, at long last, some
brethren with some vision about them decided that the empty space
had to be filled. This past fall North Central Christian College
began operation with brother Otis Gatewood as its first president,
and several former missionaries on its staff as teachers. The primary
aim of this college is to make its students, and all interested parties,
more pointedly aware of the tremendous challenge of mission work.
Heritage Christian University in Florence, Alabama also focuses
first on evangelism and the equipping of men and women to do that
work well. Bear Valley School of Preaching and World Video Bi¬
ble School are additional training programs, with facilities available
to students in many parts of the world. Freed Hardeman Univer¬
sity, Harding University, and Sunset School of Preaching also
offer courses to equip those who want to do foreign work. I’m sure
that with such an aim, new life and direction will be characteristic of
those who come under the influence of these and other brotherhood

schools. If such agoal had been present in the colleges twenty-five
or thirty years ago, we would now be years ahead of our present po¬
sition. But let’s be thankful that the error is being corrected, in part,
and let’s do all we can to see to it that similar programs are begun in
the other colleges throughout the nation.

There are many challenges facing us, and Ithank God that we
are answering more and more of them. Brethren everywhere are be-
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ginning mission programs; they’re planning and conducting special
studies in solving the problems of world evangelism; lectureships
are being centered around this theme; more congregations are sup¬
porting or helping to support aforeign work. New life and interest
are springing into existence. The day of preaching the Gospel not
only to every nation but to every creature is beginning to dawn. Let
us work, for the night cometh when the work must be done!
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C H A P T E R 1 2

m m m m m
It thrills me right down to the depths of my heart when Iread the

declaration of the Thessalonian Jews in Acts 17:6, concerning the
early Christians and their work. Listen: “These that have turned
the world upside down are come hither also. ”What greater tes¬
timony could they have had of the tremendous work they were do¬
ing? None! Imagine what the situation must have been: this “new
religion” was spreading as aburning flame throughout the whole
world, completely changing the lives of those who accepted it —
even ultimately affecting the secular culture over the globe! So dras¬
tic was the change and so powerful was the impact of Christianity
that news of it traveled on the wings of the wind until even those
who had never met one of the “CHRISTIANS” knew who they were
and what they stood for. The whole world was buzzing with talk of
the religion of Christ, and when Paul began to preach to the Thessa-
lonians, they immediately realized that “These .. are come hither
a/so/” Naturally, some listened to the truth and obeyed it
completely rejected its blessings. But the word was preached and
within that one generation, every living soul had heard the message
of the Christ !

How Ilong for the day to come when these words will again be
characteristic of God’s people. It’s within the realm of possibility,
and in fact, it’s within the realm of necessity. We cannot fail in our
generation to obey God’s command.

The church of the first century, small and hampered as it was,
has set the pattern and the pace for us. We have achallenge that
would stop the strongest body of people, working alone. But, breth¬
ren, with an effort we’ll be able to meet that challenge because we
have the strength of God to undergird us when we get up and help
o u r s e l v e s .

o t h e r s

You ask: “How can we do this? How can we preach the word
to billions of people when we are so smal l?to every creature

Isn’t this an impossible task to perform?'
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In answer to these questions, I’d like to suggest some simple
things that would be giant steps in executing the great commission.
Recently Iworked in ameeting with achurch in Bedford, Indi¬
ana. The congregation is made up of about 300 members and their
contribution averages $325- $350, which is typical of many con¬
gregations, especially in the south. But anybody with one eye and
half-sense can see that such an average is far too low —and the
members of the church there admitted as much. On the last Sun¬

day of the meeting Ichallenged them with this thought: They were
barely making ends meet, due to their own financial responsibilities
and the help they were supplying for the Southland congregation,
just newly established. They didn’t have the funds to support, or to
help support, aman in amission field
members would just give 50jz; (that’s all!) in addition to his regular
contribution (which surely was not, on the whole, as he’d truly been
prospered, or the total contribution would have been higher) the fig¬
ure would jump from $350 to $500! And only 500 more would have
to be taken out of their pockets each week! Well, some of them tried
it, and some didn’t, but that Sunday they gave atotal of $486. That’s
$136 more than they’d been averaging, and plenty enough to help
supply the support of amissionary in aforeign field! Now if they
would only keep that extra 500 in mind and give accordingly each
week, you can see what they could do.

Now look at the church as awhole. There are probably 14,000
congregations here in the United States, and about two million
members in those congregations. If each Christian would only
give 500 more each week, we would have $1,000,000 more in the
treasury each week for the preaching of the Gospel abroad! That’s
$52,000,000 ayear, brethren! And such an amount of money would
support and provide for three or four thousand preachers in foreign
lands each year!!! Now compare that with our sickly, scrawny, piti¬
ful, pathetic number of maybe 200! And you ask, “Can We Do It?”
Why, shame on us! Look what we can do! It makes me nearly have
heart failure to think of how much we have to do with, and how little
we ’re doing with it!

The church in Minneapolis briefly considered sponsoring the

but if each one of the 300
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work in India but decided in favor of the negative answer because of
the negative attitude of some. But, nevertheless, I’m thankful for the
brethren there who were willing to do what they could to help the
work go forward throughout the world. One of the brethren made a
thought-provoking statement concerning the financing of mission
work. He suggested that if each congregation of the 14,000 here in
America would put aside $5.00 more each month for preaching the
Gospel abroad, each month we would have $70,000 more to work
with. Divide that amount by the required support for one preacher,
and we cou ld a lmos t doub le the number o f m iss ionar ies we ’ re now

supporting !
Let’s raise the amount alittle. Suppose each congregation, or

one individual from each congregation would give $5.00 aweek for
mission work. We’d have $280,000 more amonth to use in preach¬
ing the Gospel and hundreds more preachers could be supported
throughout the world! Why, there’s just no end to what we can do,
and every congregation
carrying out such simple suggestions as these.

But someone is bound to complain “Five dollars aweek, espe¬
cially for an individual, is just too much.’’ Oh, it is? I’d like for you
to read an article Ireceived this week. Iquote: “It is conservatively
estimated that there are 1,600,000 members of the church in the U.S.
If one out of every eight members (200,000) buys one package of
cigarettes per day, the cost would be $60,000 aday ... If one out of
8(200,000) takes one coffee break aday, or buys one coke, the cost
would be $20,000 aday. If one out of eight (200,000) bought one
50 package of chewing gum per day, the cost would be $10,000 a
day. Now: The total of these three items (items that could hardly be
classed as necessities of life) is: $90,000 per day, or $32,850,000
per year!!!” [Translate those figures to the economy of 2018, and
the total increase in funds available for evangelizing the world
will blow your mind!)

We literally have no excuse, brethren, for not doing our work.
Now let’s look at the situation, not from the financial standpoint,

but in view of what each individual Christian could do. Have you
ever stopped to think of the many cities and towns in which one or

no mat ter how smal l can do its part in
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more Christians live and yet there’s “no chureh”? If these people,
each Christian, would decide that he and he alone is responsible
for starting the church in the community where he lives, think
of the result! Why, all over this world of ours, congregations would
spring up, like the lights in acity on adark night! What abeautiful
sight for the soul to behold! Yes, the major cities and many of the
smaller, more insignificant ones would soon harbor an industrious
body of the Lord’s people. Members of the church today move ev¬
erywhere because of their work, their service in the armed forces,
their families, or just agood case of wanderlust. Why can’t we take
the Gospel with us, and go everywhere preaching as did the early
church? This would be one of the quickest methods we could use to
evangelize the world.

Isuppose these figures may sound incredible, and to tell the
truth, my multiplication might be alittle off, but not much. I’m sure.
At any rate let’s think about this for awhile: If you as an individu¬
al Christian would set out in determination to convert one soul to

Christ each year, and convince him after his conversion of his duty
to teach another person each year, just think what the chain reaction
would be! At the end of one year two people, you and another per¬
son, would be loyal and faithful to Christ because of your efforts.
After two years there would be four people; three years would result
in eight Christians. The number sounds insignificant doesn’t it? But
look what ten short years would bring: 1,024 faithful Christians!
Twenty years would end in 648,576 won to the cause! And all be¬
cause of your work in the beginning!

Now, let’s say that you and 99 other Christians win one to Christ
each year, and convince the new converts that they must do the
same. In ten years time 102,400 would be serving God acceptably
—20 years would find the number increased to 64,857,600!

If the two million members of the Lord’s body would decide
today that they’re going to put such aprogram into effect, individ¬
ually, we would number 4,000,000 in one year, 8,000,000 in two
years and 2,048,000,000 in ten years! Do you realize that that is
equivalent to the entire population of the world [Remember, these
statistics were the numbers in I960...]? It took the early church
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35 years to preach to the people through the world. In athird of that
time, according to these figures, we could do the same job!

Beloved, there’s no end to the possibilities! The doors are opened
so far ahead of us that there’s not aclosed door in sight. We have the
people, the money, the opportunities, and the power to teach every
creature about God. All we lack is the faith! Now, what will our
f u t u r e h o l d ?
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C H A P T E R 1 3

“A certain man was blessed, beyond all expectation, with the goods
of this world. He had afine home, aluxurious car; his family had warm
clothes in abundance, food was plentiful, and there was nothing to cause
him to worry. He could look around him and see all the comforts with which
he was blessed; he never had to fear that his wife and children would be in
need or that he would have to deny them of anything their hearts desired.
Yes, he was blessed.

“But this man had aneighbor. The neighbor was poor, and he had no
fine home: his shelter let in the cold when the winter winds blew, and the
rain poured through the roof. He did not choose to be poor, nor was he
lazy: he did the very best he could to care for his family, but even his best
was not enough. His children did not have clothes to keep out the cold of
winter; they were thin and sickly because they never had enough food. He
did not know where to turn to find the help for himself and his family that
he so sorely needed.

“Day after day, the man who was blessed with plenty walked past the
poor man’s wretched shack. He saw his neighbor as he worked to feed his
family and care for them; he saw the man’s wife as she did the best she
could to make their little bit of food and scanty clothing fill their needs. But
he saw, too, that in spite of it all, they shivered in the cold. Every bone of
the children’s pitiful little bodies stood out in testimony of starvation; their
eyes followed him when he carried groceries home, haunting him with
their longing; their scrawny hands reached out to him as he passed by,
grasping his clothes, and they begged for just alittle to eat.

“But he walked on and never gave them abackward glance. Now and
then he threw them acrumb or two, but he never put forth any effort to see
that they had enough for just one time. He never took asmall part from his
blessings to help his neighbor. And one day as he passed the shack, he
saw them taking one of the children away, and as time went by, another
and another died, for the lack of the care he could have given them, until
finally the whole family was gone.

“The rich man went to his home and he looked around at all that he
had. He reasoned with himself: “They had need of food and clothes and
ahome, but Idid not have enough to spare. Ibarely have enough for my
own family, and alittle savings for the future. It isn’t my fault that they
died in want. Imust take care of my own family first.” So he cleared his
conscience, and it never even bothered him. He had not especially cared
for his neighbors’ terrible plight all along, and now that they were gone,
it passed from his mind like clouds from the sky. He lived in peace with
h i m s e l f . ”
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How would you feel toward such acalloused man as this?
Would you not hate his indifference, his coldness, his hardness of
heart? Would you not say that he was amiserable man? My breth¬
ren, THOU ART THE MAN!

Yes, you are the man who is so blessed, and so uncaring to those
around him in need. How? You are blessed not only temporally, but
above all, spiritually. You have God’s TRUTH! You have everything
that can be desired in this world, because you have food and cloth¬
ing and shelter for your soul, and you have the words of eternal life!

But you have aneighbor —aman living next door, people in the
next city, the families of the states around you, the crying, begging
population of the whole world —you have aneighbor who is in
need of help. He is doing the best he can to do right, but he cannot
help himself more; you have the spiritual blessings that he needs,
and unless you help him he will never have those needs filled. Your
neighbor’s family is large: there are millions that cry out in darkness
for the Light. They are starving for the bread of life and the water to
quench their thirst; their souls are starved and twisted and sick and
dying because they have taken anything to fill their needs —denom-
inationalism, atheism, idolatry —when they could not get the truth
they desperately need.

Day after day, month after month, year after year, you are re¬
minded of your neighbor’s condition. You know that his hands reach
out hungrily for the truth you hold so thanklessly in your grasp. You
know that he will die eternally without that truth, and yet you walk
carelessly by and pay no heed. You see your neighbors dying by the
thousands each day, lost and damned, and you don’t care! You don’t
care, brethren.

You reason within yourself that you don’t have the money to
take the truth of God to those poor souls. You know that without
it they stand condemned; you know that it is your responsibility to
teach them of the Saviour’s will, but you excuse yourself with “I
am too poor. First Imust take care of my own self and all my needs.
There isn’t enough to spare for any one else.” Since you aren’t very
concerned about their salvation all along, their passing from this life
means nothing to you. So you live in peace with yourself
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Yes, thou art the man, and you’re wretched and miserable and
blind because you don’t care for any soul but your own. You buy
fine cars, elaborate homes, expensive clothes; you eat to the point
of being gluttonous; you spend your money on luxuries: television,
theaters, long vacations, trifles! You throw money to the winds, and
then you whine that we’re too poor to do anything about taking the
blessed truth to the rest of mankind.

Well, bless your heart, you are too poor, but not materially; your
own soul is near death because you would not take to yourself the
truth you possess. You know that you are blessed to have the truth in
your possession, and you have fooled yourself into thinking that you
have accepted it, but listen: “Because thou sayest, Iam rich, and
increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest
not that thou are wretched and miserable, and poor, and blind,
and naked: Icounsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire,
that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest
be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not ap¬
pear; and anoint thine eyes with eye salve, that thou mayest
see. As many as Ilove, Irebuke and chasten: be zealous there¬
fore, and repent” (Revelation 3:17-19).

My brethren, unless we wake up and make Christianity alive
religion instead of adead or sleeping one, not only will we be re¬
sponsible for the lost condition of the rest of the world, but our own
souls stand in jeopardy of being cast into hell. Let’s stop fooling
ourselves! Neglect will be the condemning sin in the lives of the
majority of “Christians”. It is said that death is the common denom¬
inator of all men, and it may very well be that death will snatch away
our robes of piety and leave us to stand before the judgment bar with
no cloak to cover our hypocrisy.

Brethren, let us wake up. The end is coming, and our own souls
are in danger of hell. That is too great asacrifice to pay for indiffer¬
ence. Don’t let yourself make that sacrifice.

Brethren, let’s go into all the world and preach the Gospel, so
that many souls will be saved, including our own.
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C H A P T E R 1 4

Well, Brethren, that’s about it. That’s the story thus far. What it
will be ten, fifteen, twenty, or even fifty years from now will be an¬
other picture altogether, but there’s one thing for sure: the story then
will depend much on what is done right now.

The Lord willing, my wife and Iare going to India. But Ihear
someone asking, “Why should we give you afree trip around the
world?” Well, if that was all it would amount to —just afree trip —
Icouldn’t blame you. But Iam not going for the trip, or for the glory,
or for prestige that might come from it. Iam going to preach the
Gospel; to give more souls the opportunity of being saved. There are
some who feel that the only reasons that prompt people to work as
missionaries are selfish ones, but when the situation is reversed, and
the suggestion is made, “You go, then,” the answer always comes
back: “No! I’ll stay here where it’s safe.”

There are agood number of brethren who don’t intend to go and
they aren’t going to help, but they can criticize. They can always tell
you why the other fellow is going. They surmise that it is because
of aheart of selfishness, or for atrip, or for the popularity that he
gains from it, or maybe because of the money that is involved. Yes,
they’ve got it all figured out!

But let’s just concede that there is atrip in it, that one does re¬
ceive some attention, and that perhaps the salary may be increased
alittle (or maybe not; few missionaries draw asalary equal to state¬
side preachers), but that isn’t the whole picture.

Why not tell the other side? Tell how the man and his family
are giving up the comforts of home to go to aland of poverty and
inconveniences. Tell how he and his wife are leaving their families
behind for aperiod of three or four or more years, to go and live in
aland of strangers. Tell how he has to give up his own language to
learn anew one, that he is leaving his own country for another; he
is giving up fellowship in strong congregations, the conveniences
of home and of awell-developed economy, perhaps agood salary,
to go to apeople who know nothing of Christ to begin anew work
from nothing and to toil and pray that it might be at least somewhat
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established while he is there. Explain all the hardships, difficulties,
red tape, and heartaches that go hand-in-hand with beginning such a
work; tell of the money it takes to advertize, to rent aplace in which
to live, the work and responsibility of arranging for aplace for the
church to meet or to build ameeting house. Emphasize the cost of
food and clothing and equipment while in aforeign land; tell of all
the begging and pleading that are necessary in order to raise the sup¬
port, travel expenses, etc.; tell of the many decisions that had to be
made in preparing to go; tell of all the work that is involved in send¬
ing out reports, and of all the work that is expected and demanded
of one while in such aland; tell of all that one endures in order to
take the Gospel to the world; yes, tell the whole story. If this were
only done, Christians wouldn’t have such awarped conception of
the preaching of the Gospel abroad.

Dear ones, what can Isay to get you to realize that this commit¬
ment is not all glory and little work? What can Isay to get you to
see that this is not child’s play, but serious business? Iwant you to
see people hungry, naked, and in the gutter of sin. Iwant you to see
thousands and millions begging, crying, and pleading for the bread
and water of life. Iwant you to see the poor decrepit souls dying
without hope. Then, maybe then, you will be moved with compas¬
sion and have mercy upon them. Don’t harden your hearts and turn
thumbs down on them! Give them what you can, now, while there
is hope.

One of our big needs in the church today is to be stirred up.
We need to get mad at sin. The Devil is being allowed to run free
when we should be challenging his every move. Paul says that the
Christian should put on the whole armour of God. Why? Because
we are in afight for our [eternal] lives and therefore we need to
act like it. We must be fighting sin, error, religious error, immorali¬
ty, ignorance, and everything that the devil represents. What do we
care how few we are in number in comparison with the world and
denominational churches? As long as the Lord is with us, nothing
can stop us! Not even the devils of hell can keep us from marching
on to victory, conquering the world for Christ. No, nothing can stop

bu t ou rse l ves !u s
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“O ye of little faith. ”Is that what the Lord has said of you and
me? Is that what He has said of the chureh? Let not that be our end,
but rather may we have the kind of faith that will move mountains.
May we say that we can do athing, and then work to see it accom¬
plished. We can do anything we want to do as long as it is right, and
there are plenty of doors for us to pass through to demonstrate this
principle. What are we waiting for?

Let’s turn our communities upside down for Christ! Let’s turn
our nation upside down with the Gospel! Let’s turn the world upside
down with the truth that makes men and women free! Brethren, here
is the thing that mankind needs! This will bring peace. This is the
thing that will save the world.

May the Lord give us the kind of zeal that will be as aburning
fire within us, that refuses to go out. And may it keep us restless,
ever on the move, proclaiming and declaring the truth to dying man
and woman, both at home and abroad. Let’s not be satisfied unless
we are preaching, teaching, and publishing the word to the multi¬
tudes .

Iam my brother’s keeper. Iam debtor. Ihave something for
my fellowman and Imust deliver it to him.

What of you? Will you not join with us to take this good news
to the rest of the world? Who will go with us? Who will go to the
countries that are yet in darkness? Do you mean to tell me that you
can say you are aChristian, and yet be willing to sit with folded
hands? Get up off the stool of do-nothing, lest the Lord come and
find you sleeping!

Brethren, Icould go on and on; maybe it would be only to restate
what has already been said, but it needs to be said so often that we
cannot forget it. It needs to be said to the point that it will constantly
ring in our minds. We must be moved, someway, somehow!

H o w D A R K T H E N I G H T ?
B i l l i o n s — Y E S !

Grope through aworld of night;
They have no Saviour’s hand to hold
To lead them in the light.

of precious souls
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The gods they have are made by hands,
Yet blindly do they serve,
For not one man has gone to them
To t e a c h t h e M a s t e r ’ s w o r d .

They have not learned the sweetest name
That mortal lips can say;
They do not know that Jesus died
To take their sins away.

They do not know the Saviour said:
“Ye weary, come to me.”
They have not heard, and turned away
They die, and never see.

Like them, we too shall cease to live
We’re looking toward arest;
We long to see that heavenly home
A n d d w e l l t h e r e w i t h t h e b l e s t .

But will God say, “Well done, my sons,”
And take us home with Him,
When those poor souls we should have taught.
In blindness, stand condemned?

Oh, let us see them saved, my friends;
Let’s work while yet ’tis day
And tell them Jesus died for them

To show that perfect way.

Billions —YES! —of precious souls.
Just waiting for the truth—
Will they die, just waiting still?
The answer lies with you.

J .C . Choa te
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Covering These Last Six Decades...
Betty Burton Choate

Would you like to follow J.C.’s dream through these passing
decades? I’ll give you abrief but exciting overview, one that was
covered beautifully in the annual India Mission Conference which
our team was privileged to host this year at Heritage Christian Uni¬
versity in Florence, Alabama:

For most of two years we tried to get visas as Americans for
long-term work in India. When our attempts were unsuccessful, J.C.
wrote about it in the brotherhood Gospel papers. Canadian brethren,
knowing that both Canada and India were in the Commonwealth of
Nations, realized that they needed no visas! Brothers J.C. and Cecil
Bailey, as well as Carl and Jim Johnson, and others began to make
plans and to raise funds to go. In fact, we were already settled in
Karachi, Pakistan when brother J.C. Bailey stopped to visit with us
on his way to India in late 1963.

The Canadian missionaries worked primarily in states in South
India, the Baileys in Andhra Pradesh, and the Johnsons in Tamil
Nadu. Conver ts were made and churches came in to ex is tence. Wi th

the spreading of the news, many American brethren made short
working trips of two or three weeks to add to the outreach that was
being done. The Gary Walkers, Craig Phillips and other Ameri¬
cans discovered that they could get student visas or other types that
allowed them to live and work in India. So the work force grew
through the years.

Six decades later, what progress was reported during the 2018
Conference? That the church in India is no longer in its infancy but
has made tremendous gains in size as well as in maturity! Numerous
congregations number in the hundreds of members, have their own
buildings, are blessed with elders and deacons, and are financially
and spiritually able to take care of their own needs. Orphanages exist
and care is provided in many places for widows. There are leadership
training programs, Bible colleges, evangelistic outreach programs,
Bible camps, seminars, leetureships, and monthly preaehers’ meet-
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ings that provide study opportunities as well as door-knocking and
Bible studies with contacts in the city or village where the meeting
is taking place. Radio and TV programs continue to add to the num¬
ber who have opportunity to learn the truth, with monthly magazines,
Bible courses, and other printed materials provided for follow-up, in
addition to all the personal studies that take place every day.

How many churches exist in India now? Adefinite number would
be difficult to name, but it would be no exaggeragion to say that there
are certainly more members of the Lord’s church in India today than
in the United States! What wonderful changes these six dacades have
brought for the souls in that land who were hungry for God’s truth!
And how thankful we are for the many brothers and congregations
on this side of the world that have made this dream become areality!

Now, Back to our Particular Part of the Story:
Since we were not able to get visas to go to India, we went to

Karachi, Pakistan instead, beginning the church in that multi-mil¬
lion city, working there from 1962 and into 1967. Others took our
place, and we did interim work in Colombo, Sri Lanka for almost
ayear (1968), planting the church in that capital city. At the end of
1968 we moved to New Delhi, India to sow the seed and were there
until the middle of 1969. You can read about these years of work
and the churches that developed in my book. First Steps in Faith.

The David family, and afew others, had been converted in New
Delhi during the first seven months we spent there, up to the middle of
1969. Even though it was not financially possible to move afamily of
five in and out, functioning on 3-month tourist visas, J.C. knew that he
needed to be with the infant church to help it in its growth toward ma¬
turity, so the children and Istayed in the States and he returned alone
to India at the beginning of 1970. His times outside of India were
spent profitably, encouraging Christians in Sri Lanka, Singapore, Iran
and other neighboring countries where young churches existed.

In 1972 we returned as afamily, finishing out a3-month visa,
then a3-month extension, then our landlord helped us to meet agov¬
ernment official who had enough clout that we were able to apply
for 1-year journalist visas. Ultimately, permission was denied, but
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we had been allowed the time anyway before the decision was hand¬
ed down! Those months saw tremendous progress in the church, not
only in Delhi but also with the work being done by other brethren
throughout the country. Capable preachers and workers, now with
6-8 years of experience, were working with the foreign missionaries
to expand the growth of the church.

And anew opportunity was also opening up: brother Reggie, one
of those first converts in Sri Lanka, had informed us that the radio
station —“the Giant of Asia” —[and this was before television had
come to that part of the world] was being opened for religious broad¬
casting! Even while we had lived in Pakistan, we had listened pri¬
marily to that radio station, so we knew something of its coverage.
Actually, it could be heard throughout the Eastern Hemisphere, from
the Fiji Islands in the east to the Scandinavian countries in the west!

We were thrilled beyond words with the developing scenario:
(1) Our time in India was up, and we had to return to the States.
(2) There was the possibility of broadcasting programs, spon¬

sored by churches of Christ, on “the Giant of Asia”.
(3) We knew of men, sound in the faith, who could record ser¬

mons in five of the major languages of India!
(4) If funds could be raised for those programs, the message of

the Gospel would go out all over the country, and millions would
have the opportunity to hear, learn, and obey!

(5) In support of the programs, Bible correspondence courses
and other printed materials would have to be offered.

(6) Follow-up work would be done by the local Christians and
preachers.

When we were first considering the undertaking, we knew that
it would require long periods of separation for our family. J.C.’s
attempt to encourage me was, “Let’s just try it for awhile and see
how it works.” My reply was, “You know there will be such an over¬
whelming response that there would be no way either of us could
ever say, ‘That’s enough —we can’t go on with this separation’;
either we go into it for the long term, or not at all.” With the commit¬
ment made, we came back to the States in mid-1974 and J.C. began

75



visiting churches, telling of the great open door and raising funds for
the proposed programs.

Apattern developed of three months in India in the spring to re¬
cord the radio tapes and to work with the brethren on the developing
and printing of literature, three months in the summer to raise funds
to pay for all of that new undertaking, three more months in India
in the fall for the recording, and three months in the winter to visit
more churches and to raise more money. That continued for twenty
years, until our children were out of the nest and Icould accompany
him on each trip.

So what has been the result of those voices being heard through¬
out the country for these many years? Thousands of congregations
have been established, and hundreds of thousands have been
born into God’s family. Bible correspondence courses, coupled
with monthly magazines in the local languages, and many study
books have been printed and distributed free of charge through¬
out the country and even in neighboring countries. Most of the ra¬
dio programs have now morphed into television programs, since
TV is available everywhere, and the response continues to grow.

Combined with the efforts of others and our continued efforts to
teach the Gospel through mass media, there are now several Bible
colleges in the country, orphanages, work among the blind population
(which numbers more than half the blind people of the entire world),
many programs to help those in need, seminars for maturing Christians,
family Bible camps, monthly area preachers’ meetings, and annual lec¬
ture programs that draw thousands from neighboring congregations.

What has happened in these almost six decades? Through the
combined efforts of Canadian, American, and Indian brethren the
church has grown from non-existence through birth, infancy, and
now into ablossoming maturity in many parts of the country.
Though there are still not enough local resources to pay for the
mass-media efforts, many churches pay their own preachers, build
their own buildings, and cover the cost of local work.

In addition to the work in India, evangelism continues in Paki¬
stan through the efforts of local Christians and preachers. Churches
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exist in Nepal and Myanmar, and through the printing of our quar¬
terly magazine, The Voice of Truth International, teaching is being
done in about 60 additional countries. It is also printed on site in
India, Nigeria, and Ghana.

In 1993, largely through volunteer help from American breth¬
ren, an 8,000 square foot, two-story office building was constructed
in Winona, MS for the use of World Evangelism team members.
Barbara Oliver and Eulene Ramsey worked with us in that office
for fifteen years. J.C. served as Editor of The Voice of Truth Inter¬
national from its first issue in 1994 until his death in 2008; Byron
Nichols, who had been the Associate Editor, then moved into the po¬
sition of Editor. Byron retired in 2017 and Louis Rushmore became
the Editor, with Jerry Bates serving as Associate Editor.

When J.C.’s cancer returned in 2005, we began the prayerful
search for others to join the team, to continue with the work J.C. had
been doing here at home and overseas. Betty learned to do what she
could do as awoman. In the late summer of 2007, Jerry and Paula
Bates moved to Winona, joined amonth later by Louis and Bonnie
Rushmore. God has so graciously provided for every need!

Let me share some photos that illustrate the dramatic changes in
the spiritual picture in these countries, since we looked at them with
longing in 1960:

¥

I

Our office facilities in Winona, MS

7 7



%
J L

Wor ld Evange l i sm

\

U * V

I

Our World Evangelism team in the US has grown from two to awon¬
derful fellowship of brothers and sisters working together. At the
present time, Jerry and Paula Bates, and Louis and Martha Rush-
more and I(Betty Choate) work from our base in Winona, and Dennis
Larson does distance computer-problem-solving. Wayne and Janet
Barrier, with their sons, Jamie, Joey, and Jeremy, living in Florence,
AL are also important members of the team. The Barriers have been
avital part since 1983, and we are so thankful for them!

IThe dream of evan¬gelizing through print¬
ed materiais has grown
a n d m a t e r i a l i z e d i n

these years. The boxes
o n t h e l e f t h o l d o u r 1 2 0

pocke t -s ized , t r i - fo id ,
fu l i -color t racts. They
are used wideiy in the
US and overseas, sa i l¬
ing for 10 cents each in
bundies of 25 copies.

i n i M y l l n
i i n i r »

m f m i
KU|!ni!il!!i! fill
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i i fi

Volunteers come to Winona to help with many things, includ¬
ing bundling the tracts and unloading pallets of books.
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Left: Helpful volunteers putting
together sets of our tracts.
Below: Betty Choate in The
V o i c e o f T r u t h I n t e r n a t i o n a l

s torage area; our supply o f
printed materials fills the lower
floor of the World Evangelism
building.

i td ■L

' l i^ i y

E v e r y y e a r w e
s h i p t h o u s a n d s
o f c o p i e s o f
b o o k s o v e r s e a s ,
t o b e s h a r e d f r e e

of charge to the
recipients —get¬
ting the message
ofthe Gospel out!

I n t h e a r c h i v e s r o o m

! tJ l >14..BI

w e p r e s e r v e c o p i e s
of each book printed
here i n the s ta tes and

among our brethren i;ĵ
overseas. Through |||
the years, hundreds
o f t h o u s a n d s o f c o p - j
ies have been print¬
e d a n d s h a r e d i n

many nations of the
w o r l d .

. . I

I I
!P-j T i r

i l
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In addition to foreign work,
our team has sponsored an
annua l Miss ionary Ret rea t ,
a t t ended by app rox ima te l y
100 people each year. This is
a t i m e f o r m i s s i o n a r i e s f r o m

many countries to share with
e a c h o t h e r a n d w i t h i n t e r e s t ¬

ed Chr ist ians the methods,
means, and exper iences in
the work they are doing.

n ¥

I n c o m b i n a t i o n
w i t h t h e l e c ¬

tures and ques-
t i o n - a n d - a n -

swer sessions,
p a r t i c i p a n t s
en joy b reak¬
fast, noon, and
evening meals
together, and
t a l k s l a t e i n t o

the night.

^We also partici¬
pate in brother¬
hood lec tures ,
t a k i n g a l o n g

!a display of
o u r b o o k s a n d

giving informa¬
t i o n a b o u t o u r

work , a lways
e n c o u r a g i n g
others to join

C h

u s .



These are photos of
C h r i s t i a n s i n P a k i - 1
Stan, in Lahore (iow-
er ieft), in Toba Tek ^
Singh, and Burewa-
i a . Congregat ions h- *
s t i i i ex is t in Karach i ,
t h o u g h b e c a u s e o f
the tense reiationship
b e t w e e n P a k i s t a n a n d

India, it is not pos¬
sible for us to go to
Pakistan. We help to
suppor t these works .

L e f t : S h a ¬

h id p reach¬
ing i n Toba
Tek Singh in

open-aira n

meeting.

Below: Christians in Lahore, in
U 4 . 3 . U .prayer. Asghar Ali has been apart . 1

o f t h e L o r d ’ s c h u r c h s i n c e 1 9 6 2 .



F r o m K a r a c h i , P a ¬
k i s t a n w e m o v e d

t o C o i o m b o , S r i
L a n k a t o s t a r t t h e
c h u r c h ,
t h e t e n m o n t h s w e

were there, Reggie
G n a n a s u n d a r a m ,
h i s f a m i l y , a n d
o t h e r s w e r e o b e ¬

d i e n t , a t o t a i o f 4 0
sou i s , a l t oge the r.
T h r o u g h o u t R e g ¬
gie’s iife, he proved
t o b e a d e d i c a t e d

worker, par tner ing
w i t h u s a n d w i t h
o t h e r s t o a d d t o t h e
c h u r c h a n d t o c o n ¬

s t r u c t a b u i i d i n g .
His son- in- law, Har¬
old Thomas (lower
left) and daughter,
L i l a n i , h a v e b e e n
faithful in carrying
on the work. Below,
the men are having
d i s c u s s i o n s a b o u t
t h e w o r k a f t e r t h e

morning worship.

m

During. ‘ ' Im .
■ ' f f

1 - ^
y ^ ^

f

eearly Chiristians in
Uolombo, with .Reggie and his
family on the; left.

m e

CBDRCBcrCmnsT

The meet ing place for
t h e c h u r c h i n C o l o m b o .



T h e c h u r c h w a s s t a r t ¬

ed i n New De lh i , I n¬
d i a i n t h e w i n t e r o f
1 9 6 8 . N o r t h I n d i a i s

predominant ly
du, so the growth of
t h e c h u r c h t h e r e h a s
b e e n s l o w e r t h a n i n
t h e s o u t h e r n s t a t e s .
T h e c h u r c h i n D e l h i
h a s e l d e r s a n d
d e a c o n s ,

its own place of
worship, below.

H i n -

T

a n d
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Above, congregat ional worship
with translation from English to
Hindi. Below: afellowship meal.

i
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In 1975 it became possible to
have radio programs trans¬
mitted from Sri Lanka throughout much of the eastern hemisphere.
Programs were begun in English and four additional Indian languag¬
es. Above, J.C. doing the recording of the programs. In time, most of
the outreach was changed to TV (pictured below: Ricky Gootam, sec¬
ond-generation preacher), coupled with all types of printed materials:
monthly magazines, Bible courses, and books. The Bible Teacher in
New Delhi has been printed every
month since 1969, and circulated to
thousands! Right, Philemon Rajah
wi th books and magazines in Tami l .

Bro .Ricky Gootam



T h e I n d i a n c h u r c h ¬

es have grown in
m a t u r i t y s o t h a t
t h e r e a r e s e v e r ¬

a l B ib le co l leges
in the country, as
weii as orphanag¬
es and programs
t o a i d w i d o w s .

Right: Earnest Giii
operates the North I
>^%The North India Bi

P. 0. Box 44, Chandigatl

invites applications for the fc

■Regular:
india Bibie Coiiege in Chan¬
d i g a r h , s p o n s o r e d t h r o u g h
t h e c o m b i n e d e f f o r t s o f W o r i d

E v a n g e i i s m a n d A m e r i c a n
c h u r c h e s . S t u d e n t s c o m e f r o m

neighbor ing states to benefit
from the training. Each Febru¬
ary the coi iege has awei i-at-
tended seminar, pictured beiow.
Jerry and Pauia Bates, Russeii
B e i i a n d o t h e r i n v o i v e d A m e r i ¬

can workers have participated
in these meetings, as weii as

6 M o n t h s ’ C E R T I F I C AT E O F B I B L I C A L S T U D I E S

1year’s DIPLOMA IN BIBLICAL STUDIES

2years’ BACHELOR IN BIBLICAL STUDIES

Correspondence:
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2Years' Diploma Course
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Contact: Director
Th» Norm India Bftle CoHegi -Chandiaarh
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Bet ty Choate.
S u c h s c h o o i s

provide
tra in ing
preachers who
w i i i c a r r y o n
t h e w o r k o f

e v a n g e i i z i n g
the country, as
foreigners are
i n c r e a s i n g i y
b e i n g d e n i e d
v i s a s b y t h e
government.



J.C. Baily began the work in Andhra
Pradesh. The Gootam family were ear-

^ l y c o n v e r t s , a n d c o u n t l e s s t h o u s a n d s
have been converted through the multiplying work of, now, third
generation Christians. Pictured below is aGospel meeting, attended
by about 10,000 people, overall. 13,000 copies of their magazine are
sent out each month. Local and national TV programs air each week.



million blind people, printing Braille
materials, and training members of
congregations in personal evange¬

l i s m a n d B i b l e

s tud ies through
T h e J C S c h o o l

of Evangel ism”.
Many congrega¬
t i o n s h a v e b e e n

begun and nur¬
t u r e d through
t h e s e w e l l - d e v e l ¬

oped programs.



a l s oArjunan
w o r k s i n t h e s t a t e
o f Tam i l Nadu . Re¬

cently, through a
B i b l e c o u r s e c o n ¬

tact, he has been
invited on repeat¬
e d o c c a s i o n s t o

a d d r e s s a t t e n d ¬

e e s i n a p r i v a t e
s e c u l a r s c h o o l o f

a b o u t 1 , 5 0 0 s t u ¬
dents. Arjunan works with numerous preachers, shown above during
aiecture given by Jerry Bates. Below is agathering of Christians in the
city of Kumuli.

History says that the apostie Thomas traveied and preached in what
is Tamii Nadu. He was martyred and is buried there. The “Mar Thoma
church does not hold to the original truth but is testimony to the

f a c t t h a t T h o m ¬

as did piant the
L o r d ’ s c h u r c h
i n t h a t a r e a i n
t h e fi r s t c e n t u ¬

ry. Many thou¬
s a n d s o f C h r i s ¬
t i a n s i i v e i n t h a t

state today, and
are con t inu ing
t o s p r e a d t h e
w o r d .

n

88



We work with Rajanay-
a g a m i n h i s o u t r e a c h
to t hose who respond
to his TV programs, the
monthiy magazine, and
t h e t r a n s l a t e d v e r s i o n o f
T h e V o i c e o f T r u t h I n t e r ¬
n a t i o n a l i n t h e Ta m i l I a n

guage. The congregation
in Kangayam, about 300
members , sponsors an

annual Bible camp and alectureship attended by Christians from
many area congregations. Rajanayagam preaches in meetings in
many cities throughout Tamil Nadu.
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ŜhBETTra/OTE
(World Ey«#i«m)

a l a , h a v i n g b e g u n
t h e c h u r c h i n T i -

ruvananthapuram
K o v a l u m a n d a r e

now work ing wi th
t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n
i n K o c h i , i n c o n ¬
junct ion with aBi¬
ble training schooi.
sponsored by the
S u n s e t I n t e r n a t i o n ¬
a l B i b l e I n s t i t u t e .

L e f t : J o s h a h V a r -

ghese, wi th Bet ty
C h o a t e a n d P . K .
a n d T h a n k a m .

Left: P.K. prepar¬
i n g f o r a r e c e n t
b a p t i s m i n t h e

Kova ium cong re¬
gation.



P.R. Swamy, in Banga-
S lore, Karnataka, India,
wu', a very sincere convert

f r o m H i n d u i s m , w a s
o n e o f t h e fi r s t fi v e

s p e a k e r s f o rr a d i o
c h u r c h e s o f C h r i s t o n
R a d i o S r i L a n k a . H e
n n n t i n i i o s u fi t h t h r f ^ p

the grov
through
t h e e n t i

ing area
right ar
am, Swi
David, s
o f t h e n
J . C . C h

4

the English programs. Left, ayoung
Swamy reading his radio manuscript.
Below, an older but stil l energetic
Swamy with his wife, Sarojah.
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T h e G o s p e l
c r o s s e d t h e

I n d i ae a s t
b o r d e r i n t om

1 B u r m a , a n d
t h e c h u r c h

began in Van
gon. Pictured
I S o n e c o n ¬

g r e g a t i o n ,
a l s o s e s ¬

s i o n s o f t h e
B i b l e S c h o o l

Each year two six-week Bible schools are conducted in Yangon.
Preachers from there go throughout the country and into China.



I t I S e s t i m a t e d t h a t t h e r e a r e m o r e
m e m b e r s o f t h e L o r d ’ s c h u r c h i n

t h e U SNigeria than in i n o r d e r t o

aid in the continued evangelism,
we print 6,000 copies of The Voice
o f T r u t h I n t e r n a t i o n a l i n b o t h G h a ¬

na and Nigeria, and they are shared
o r -with neigboring nations. Pictured

are Christians and training school
sessions, and one Christian’s joy
in reading the magazine.
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We are so thankful to have lived through these six de¬
cades, watching the development of God’s vision that was so
much greater than anything we would have ever dreamed pos¬
sible. Though our “World Evangelism team” has been directly
involved in the many wonderful things that have happened, as
pictured in these pages, we certainly don’t claim to have been
the only workers on the field.

We are deeply thankful for every “full-time” missionary
who has worked overseas during these years, and for every
“short-term” missionary who has added to the great good ac¬
complished. And we are eternally grateful to every individual
Christian and congregation that has supplied the funds for the
advancement of the work. God gave all Christians the task
of evangelizing the world, and it is as we put our hearts and
hands together that the work is being done.

Of course, very little of last¬
ing good would have been
accomp l i shed w i thou t the
c o n v i c t i o n a n d d e d i c a t i o n o f
s o u l s i n t h o s e c o u n t r i e s i n
w h i c h a l l o f u s h a v e w o r k e d .

Individuals have grown into
congregations,
with the knowledge and per¬
severance to carry on into
the future decades, whether
or not foreign workers and
f u n d s a r e a v a i i a b l e . A l l o f i t

is God’s work in His king¬
dom, and we are only thank¬
ful to have been privileged to
have asmall part.

b r e t h r e n

J . C . Choa te
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The words of our Lord are still ringing in the ears of the
church: “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every
creature” (Mark 16:15). Never, as long as time stands, will we
be free of that responsibility.

It is aburden on the soul, but as we have seen in looking
back over the past decades, we don’t carry the burden alone.
In fact, God Himself is the visionary and the enabler, so that it
is possible for us to do in this 21st Century what the church of
the first century did! How can that be possibie?

Originally, Jesus spoke to His apostles —twelve men!
Today, there are literally millions of Christians in the world,
with hundreds of miliion copies of the complete Word of God!
What advantages we have!

But there is much more! Through seas, rivers, roads,
and airports, the entire world is accesible to us, wherever we
may choose to go: just buy aticket, get on that plane, and in a
matter of hours you can be almost anywhere in the world, with
a c c e s s t o t h o s e c i t i z e n s .

When you get there, you have many tools for evange¬
lism: word of mouth, advertisements through many mediums,
radio, TV, printed materials, and public gatherings.

But look at the many great additional tools God has
supplied for our use. Just in the past two and three decades:
We have the Internet, YouTube, Facebook, individual Websites,
and other mass-media methods of connecting. Many churches
today are putting their worship services on the Internet, mak¬
ing the lessons available for people all over the world! Count¬
l e s s s e r m o n s h a v e b e e n s h a r e d o v e r Yo u T u b e a n d o n i n d i v i d ¬

ual church websites. Through Facebook, thoughts and even
lessons can be shared with “friends” everywhere, inviting re¬
sponses and interaction. Souls can be introduced to the Truth
and can be won to Christ through these exchanges.

We also have great avenues through World Video Bibie
School, World Bible School, World English institute. House to
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House printings, Apologetics Press, Focus Press, Search for
the Lord’s Way, Mission Printing, Gospel Broadcasting Net¬
work, and other organized works too numerous to name. If all
of us, continuing our individual works but also pooling our tal¬
ents and materials to develop the needed TV channel for the
church, it could be done easily!

So, if we just stop to consider the tools God has provided
for us to use in evangelism in this generation, and throughout the
world, there is no reason why we cannot do in this age what
the First Century Christians did: WE CAN EVANGELIZE THE
E N T I R E W O R L D ! ! !

Iam compelled to think of one point J.C. made in his
appeals for help with the work he wanted to do: He said that
if each American Christian gave Just $1.00 more each Sunday,
to be set aside in the treasuries for the sole purpose of world
evangelism, there would be approximately $1,250,000 addi¬
tional dollars more EVERY WEEK for world evangelism! In a
year’s time, that would be about $62,400,000, with not one pen¬
ny subtracted from the local budget!

Now, what could be done with that money, accumulating
every year? THE CHURCH COULD HAVE ITS OWN WORLD-WIDE
2 4 - H O U R - A - D AY T V C H A N N E L ! S u f fi c i e n t f u n d s w o u l d b e c o n t i n u ¬

ally given to provide man-power to keep everything going smooth¬
ly, and for the necessary follow-up tools! With all these other provi¬
sions already in place to reach the world, THIS ONE LAST GREAT
STEP IS THE ONE WE NEED TO MAKE. AND THE WORK CAN BE
D O N E !

Brethren, Ibeg you to listen to this idea and to set in
motion this great work in the congregation of which you are a
member. Convince the Christians under your influence to part¬
ner with us, so that our Lord’s parting command to His people
can be obeyed. Please contact us with your commitment to
work together:

Wor ld Evangel ism
P. O . B o x 7 2

Winona, Mississippi 38967
6 6 2 - 2 8 3 - 1 1 9 2
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