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INTRODUCTION

‘““What man is he that liveth, and shall not see
death’’ (Psa. 89:48)? ‘‘. . .it is appointed unto men once
todie’” (Heb. 9:27). ‘‘As for man, his days are as grass:
as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. For the wind
passeth over it, and it is gone; and the place thereof
shall know it no more’’ (Psa. 103:15, 16). ‘‘If a man die,
shall he live again’’ (Job 14:14)? ‘‘. . .there shall be a
resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the
unjust’’ (Acts 24:15). ‘‘...they that have done good
unto the resurrection of life (everlasting life) and they
that have done evil unto the resurrection of damnation
shame and everlasting contempt.” (John 5:29; Dan.
12:2).

The word of God affirms in language that cannot be
misunderstood that the soul of man lives on. In an age
of materialism it is hard to impress people with the
doctrine of immortality. But, lovers of truth and the
souls of mankind are duty bound to preach to mortals
who one day must put on immortality the message of
‘“‘heaven or hell’’.

Brother John Stacy is a man who loves the truth and
the souls of men. He has now given to us a much
needed volume on the only two eternal alternatives. I
do not know of a man more fervant in the proclamation
of truth than Brother Stacy. Knowing the ‘‘goodness of
God’’ and the ‘‘terror of the Lord’’ these messages
come forth to lead and persuade men to repent. We
commend him for his efforts and pray that these
messages will receive a wide circulation and accomplish
the purpose for which they are sent forth.

Michael W. Kiser
Union City, Tennessee

February 7, 1977
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PREFACE

When this writer began to prepare an in depth series
of lessons on the Biblical doctrine of heaven and hell,
he soon found out that there was very little material in
our brotherhood that gave a detailed analysis of these
subjects. :

The author certainly makes no claim for total
originality. Information for these lessons has been
gleaned from many sources over the years. Books that |
have found to be especially helpful were, The Biblical
Doctrine of Heaven by Wilbur Smith, Heaven by Vern
Worcester, What Is Hell Like by Jimmy Allen, Hell Is
No Joke by Robert L. Sumner, and A Study of 1, 2, 3,
John and Jude with a specialized study of Satan,
Demons, Heaven, Hell, Hades, Angels, and the
Judgment Day by James Meadows.

The sermons in this book have been preached in local
work and in gospel meetings. They also have been
preached on radio and television. These lessons were
delivered with the conviction that people need a clearer
understanding of the ultimate ages to come.

It is my hope and prayer that this little volume can be
used by the man in the pew and the man in the pulpit to
save the lost and to keep the saved, saved.

John Stacy
Jan. 11, 1977



THE PUBLISHER’S STATEMENT

There will be nothing more beautiful than heaven and
there will never be anything more horrible than hell. We
need to be well informed concerning both so that we
might make a wise decision as to the one we choose for
our future dwelling place.

Heaven is pictured in the Bible as a home the Lord has
prepared for the righteous, and hell is described as a
place for the wicked. Both will be for eternity.

Brother John Stacy, a personal friend of mine, wrote
this book of sermons on heaven and hell back in 1976. It
has been well received, and as an indication of that, it is
now being reprinted. | am happy to have a part in the
printing and I pray that it will be rewarding to all who may
read it.

J.C. Choate
Church of Christ
Winona, MS
January 25, 1982
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12 Sermons on Heaven and Hell

(Job 26:7, Psm. 75:6, Ezk. 1:4, Il Kings 2:11, Acts 1:9,
and II Cor. 12:2).

Secondly, what is heaven? Is heaven a fantasy, a
state of mind, a dream, an invention of the clergy? No!
Heaven is a real place. Jno. 14:1-3 tells us, ‘‘Let not
your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also
in me. In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it
were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a
place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I
will come again, and receive you unto myself; that
where [ am, there ye may be also.”’ In these verses we
learn that heaven is a place and that the Father dwells
there. It is a place where the Holy Spirit dwells (Jno.
1:32). Heaven is a literal place. Jesus said in Mt. 5:10,
‘‘Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteous-
ness sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.’’ Jesus
declared in Mt. 6:19-21, ‘‘Lay not up for yourselves
treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth
corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:
For where your treasure is, there will your heart be
also.’’ Paul said in Col. 1:5, ‘‘For the hope which is laid
up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the
word of truth of the gospel.”” In I Pet. 1:4 Peter
declared, ‘‘To an inheritance incorruptible, and
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven
for you.”’ Paul stated in Heb. 11:10, ‘‘For hé looked for
a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker
is God.”’ Paul wrote in Heb. 12:22, ‘‘But ye are come
unto mount Zion, and unto the city of the living God,
the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable com-
pany of angels.” See also (Gen. 5:24, II Kings 2:11,
Acts 1:9). Heaven is a city with walls. John declared in
Rev. 21:12, 14, 19, **And had a wall great and high, and
had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and
names written thereon, which are the names of the
twelve tribes of the children of Israel. And the wall of
the city had twelve foundations. and in them the names
of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. And the foundations



THIS PLACE
CALLED HEAVEN

Have you ever thought about how much we
Christians act like heathen? We preach about how
wonderful it is to be a Christian. We say we have a
heaven to gain and a hell to shun. Let a loved one in
Christ die and we act like we have just lied! We say by
our actions that this world is better than the next, death
is a tragedy, and heaven is a scrap heap for the worn
out and useless. Heaven to us is far from this! Let’s
consider some important questions about heaven.

First of all, where is heaven? Let Isaiah tell us in Isa.
14: 13-14, ‘‘For thou hast said in thine heart, I will
ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the
stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the
congregation, in the sides of the north: I will ascend
above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most
High.”’ From these verses we learn that heaven is up.
We also learn that heaven is above the stars, above the
clouds, in the uttermost part of the north. See also
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of the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of
precious stones. The first foundation was jasper; the
second, sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the fourth,
an emerald.”’ This city has a river. John Said in Rev.
22:1, **And he showed me a pure river of water of life,
clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and
of the Lamb.”’ It has gates. In Rev. 21:25 we read,
“*And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for
there shall be no night there. This celestial home of the
soul has the tree of life. In Rev. 22:2 John said, ‘‘In the
midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river,
was there the tree of life, which have twelve manner of
fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves
of the tree were for the healing of the nations.’’ This
city of God needs no sun nor moon to shine on the
nations of the earth that shall walk in its midst. John
states in Rev. 21:23-24, ‘‘And the city had no need of
the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory
of God did lighten it, and the kings of the earth do bring
their glory and honor into it.”” Heaven is a country far
better than this world. Paul said in Hebrews 11:16, “But
now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly:
wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for
he hath prepared for them a city.”

In the third place, how big is heaven? The city lieth
foursquare. It is 12,000 furlongs high, wide, and long.
(Rev. 21:16) In other words it is fifteen hundred miles
square. That’s the distance between Maine and Florida,
and Tulsa and Los Angeles. It has been estimated that
41 trillion apartments could be placed in heaven.

Finally, who will be in heaven? Enoch and Elijah will
be there. In Gen. 5:24 we read, ‘‘And Enoch walked
with God: and he was not; for God took him.’’ In II
Kings 2:11 we read, ‘‘And it came to pass, as they still
went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a
chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both
asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into
heaven.”” Cherubim and Seraphim will inhabit heaven.
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David said in Psm. 80:1, “Give ear, O Shepherd of!
Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a flock; thou that
dwellest between the cherubims, shine forth.” In Isa.
6:2 we read, “Above it stood the seraphim: each one
had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with
twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly.”
The Godhead of course will be there (Jno. 1:32, 14:1-3).
Men like Abel, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Gideon, Barak,
Jephthah, David, Samuel, and the prophets will be
there (Heb. 11:1-40). Those who are in the church-
kingdom will be there. Paul said in I Cor. 15:24, “Then
cometh the end, where he shall have delivered up the
kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have
put down all rule and all authority and power.”” In Heb.
12:23 we read, ‘‘To the general assembly and church of
the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God
the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made
perfect.”’ In Rev. 6:9 John said, ‘‘And when he had
opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of
them that were slain for the word of God, and for the
testimony which they held.”” John declared in Rev.
12:11, “‘And they overcame him by the blood of the
Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they
loved not their lives unto death.”’ John states in Rev.
14:13, ‘‘And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto
me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord
from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may
rest from their labors; and their works do follow them.”’
In Rev. 19:9 we read, ‘‘And he saith unto me, Write,
Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage
supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are
the true sayings of God.’’ The four living creatures and
the four and twenty elders will be there. John said in
Rev. 4:4, ‘‘And round about the throne were four and
twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty
elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had
on their heads crowns of gold.”” In Rev. 4:6 we read,
““And before the throne there was a sea of glass like
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unto crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and round
about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before
and behind.”’

Friends, if we die in our sins we cannot be where
Jesus is. In Jno. 8:21 we read, “Then said Jesus again
unto them, I go my way, and ye shall seek me, and shall
die in your sins: whither I go, ye cannot come.” John
said in Rev. 21:8, “But the fearful, and unbelieving,
and the abominable, and murderers, and whore-
mongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars,
shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire
and brimstone: which is the second death.’’ ‘‘And there
shall in no wise enter into it anything that defileth,
neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a
lie: but they which are written in the Lamb’s book of
life.”” (Rev. 21:27). We must be born anew, of the water
and the Spirit, if we are going to see and enter the
earthly and the heavenly kingdoms of our Lord. (Jno.
3:3,5). Won’t you heed the admonishing of Peter to
believe and to repent and be baptized that your sins
might be remitted? (Acts 2:38) If you need to be
restored, reconciled, if you need to rededicate your life,
do so now that you can reclaim your heavenly home. If
you miss heaven you’ve missed it all! You have missed
it all because as someone wrote:

There’s no disappointment in heaven,
No weariness, sorrow or pain;

No hearts that are bleeding and broken,
No song with a minor refrain.

The clouds of our earthly horizon
Will never appear in the sky,

For all will be sunshine and gladness,
With never a sob nor a sigh.

We’ll never pay rent for our mansion,
The taxes will never come due;
Our garments will never grow threadbare,
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But always be fadeless and new;
We'll never be hungry nor thirsty,
Nor languish in poverty there,
For all the rich bounties of heaven
His sanctified children will share.

There’ll never be crepe on the doorknob,
No funeral train in the sky;
No graves on the hillsides of glory,
For there we shall never more die.
The old will be young there forever,
Transformed in a moment of time;
Immortal we’ll stand in His likeness,
The stars and the sun to outshine.

I’m bound for that beautiful city
My Lord has prepared for His own:
Where all the redeemed of all ages
Sing ‘‘Glory’’ around the white throne;
Sometimes I grow homesick for heaven,
And the glories I there shall behold:
What a joy that will be when my Saviour I see,
In that beautiful city of gold!



NO
SADNESS
THERE

An indescribably wonderful experience awaits you
if you are a child of God. There is coming a day when
we will close our eyes to all the familiar scenes of the
earth and we will open our eyes in the celestial city of
heaven. You may have lived a full life. You may have
had many thrilling experiences. Your eyes may have
feasted on the rare and exotic things of this world.
Adventure may have been your goal and you may have
sailed the seven seas in pursuit of it. My friend, all of
this will be nothing, when you set your feet on the
streets of gold in the paradise of God, called heaven!
Let’s look at some questions often asked about heaven
the home of the soul.

First of all, will the knowledge of hell make us sad?
How can we be happy knowing that a loved one will be
in hell? Does it bother you now if they are lost? Are you
happy now? We will be happy in heaven the same way
Jesus is. He knows all. Paul in Heb. 4:13 says,

17
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‘““Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in
his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the
eyes of him with whom we have to do.”” He knows the
sins we have committed and he knows about hell. Jesus
declared in Mt. 10:28, ‘‘And fear not them which Kkill
the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather
fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in
hell.”” Jesus said in Mk. 9:47-48, ‘‘And if thine eye
offend thee, pluck it out: it is better for thee to enter
into the kingdom of God with one eye, than having two
eyes to be cast into hell fire. Where the worm dieth not,
and the fire is not quenched.’’ Surely our sins grieve
Jesus beyond measure and surely the thought of one
soul being damned in hell, must flood his soul with an
ocean of sorrow. Yet, Jesus is happy! Jesus teaches us
to be happy. In John 14:27 Jesus said, ‘‘Peace I leave
with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world
giveth, give I unto you.”’ Jesus declared in John 16:33,
“These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye
might have peace. In the world ye shall have
tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the
world.”’ John said in Rev. 21:4, ‘‘And God shall wipe
away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall
there be any more pain: for the former things are
passed away.”” We can be happy because there are
relationships that are higher and holier than those of
earth. Jesus taught in Mt. 10:37, ‘‘He that loveth father
or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he
that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy
of me.”” Jesus said in Mt. 22:30, ‘‘For in the resur-
rection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage,
but are as angels of God in heaven.”’

Secondly, what will our bodies be like in heaven? Our
bodies will be incorruptible, glorious, powerful, spiritual
and immortal. Paul said in I Cor. 15:52-53, “In a moment,
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible,
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and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put
on incorruption, and this mortal must put on im-
mortality.”’ We will never die! Jesus said in Lk. 20:36,
““Neither can they die any more: for they are equal unto
the angels; and are the children of God, being the
children of the resurrection.”” Our bodies will be like
Jesus’ body. John said in I Jno. 3:2, ‘‘Beloved, now are
we the sons of God, and it doeth not yet appear what we
shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we
shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.”’ Paul
said in Phil. 3:20-21, ‘“‘For our conversation is in
heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the
Lord Jesus Christ. Who shall change our vile body, that
it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body,
according to the working whereby he is able even to
subdue all things unto himself.”’

What about children? Will they be in heaven? Yes!
Jesus said in Mt. 18:10, ‘‘Take heed that ye despise not
one of these little ones; for I say unto you, That in
heaven their angels do always behold the face of my
Father which is heaven.’’ Jesus declared in Mt. 19:14,
‘‘Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come
unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven.”’
Children who die before the age of accountability will
be in heaven. Well, will the streets of heaven ring with
the laughter of boys and girls or will their bodies be
adult bodies? All we really know is that we will be like
Christ. Does this mean that they will have the body of a
thirty-three year old adult? I don’t know!

What about the elderly? Robert Browning said,
“Grow old along with me, the best is yet to be, the last
of life for which the first is made.” It is God’s will that
we grow old. This world is not our home. We are just
passing through (Heb. 11:10). So when your hair turns
silver and your eyes grow dim and when your step
grows slower and your mind is not as quick as it used to
be, remember you are headed for a land where you'’ll
never grow old. Men throughout the centuries have
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been searching for the fountain of youth. Men are doing
all they can to prolong life. What a shame it is that
mankind has never discovered that the elixir of life is
found only in heaven (Rev. 22:1). Old age longs for
heaven. Friends and family have gone to the other side.
The older one gets, the more he loses the ambitions of
youth. The questions and challenges of this life are no
longer important. Men find that in old age they become
less interested in the things of the here and now.
Suddenly, man becomes sick and tired of sin, heartache,
trial, and tribulation and wants to lay these burdens
down. Thank God we can! How old will the young be?
We simply do not know. We will be like Christ.

Won'’t it be wonderful to be in heaven? Think of it, no
more tears, death, sorrow, crying, and pain for
eternity! (Rev. 21:4).

Eternity is an infinite line. If the strongest winged
angel could fly in one direction for a billion years, he
could no more find the end of eternity than he could
find the cradle or tomb of God. Eternity is day without
morning and evening. It was high noon when the world
was made, it will be high noon forever! O eternity! The
idea deepens and widens and towers, until the human
mind, confounded and crushed cries, O eternity, tell us
thy name, all language begs at thy footstool. O eternity
how wonderful art thou when thou art joined to heaven.
O heavenly city open up your gates and let the blood-
washed sinners in!

Won’t you prepare to live forever by believing in
God’s son? Jesus said in Jno. 8:24, “I said therefore
unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe
not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.”’ Jesus said in
Lk. 13:3, ‘I tell you Nay: but except ye repent, ye shall
likewise perish.”’” Jesus declared in Mt. 10:32, 33,
““Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men,
him will I confess also before my Father which is in
heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him
will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.”
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Jesus declared in Mk. 16:16, “He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall
be damned.” If you have left your first love, won’t you
repent so that you can have the right to the tree of life?
John said in Rev. 2:4-7, “Nevertheless I have some-
what against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.
Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and
repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto
thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his
place, except thou repent. But this thou hast, that thou
hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which I also hate.
He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith
unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to
eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the par-
adise of God.”’

Remember, a man may go to heaven without health,
without fame, without great learning, without a great
name, without great earnings, without culture, without
friends, without a thousand other things, but he can
never go to heaven without Christ!

ALITTLE WAY

A little way! I know it is not far

To that dear home where my beloved are;

And still my heart sits, like a bird upon

The empty nest, and mourns its treasures gone,
Plumed for their flight,
And vanished quite.

Ah me! Where is the comfort? Though I say

They have but journeyed on a little way.

A little way! At times they seem so near,
Their voices even murmur in my ear,

To all my duties loving presence lend,

And with sweet ministry my steps attend.
Twas here we met and parted company;
Why should their gain be such a grief to me?
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This sense of loss!

This heavy cross!
Dear Savior, take the burden off, I pray,
And show me heaven is but--a little way.

A little way? The sentence | repeat,
Hoping and longing to extract some sweet
To mingle with the bitter; from Thy hand
I take the cup I cannot understand,
And in my weakness give myself to Thee.
Although it seems so very, very far
To that dear home where my beloved are,
[ know, I know,
It is not so;
Oh, give me faith to believe it when I say
That they are gone--gone but a little way.

--ANON.



RECOGNITION
IN HEAVEN?

Man does not always think of God. In fact, the
majority of time, man thinks worldly thoughts, material
thoughts, thoughts about self, thoughts about his own
pleasure. In contrast, God always thinks of man. God
has had some great thoughts. He thought about the
creation of the world. God also thought about man and
his need to be redeemed. God’s own Son was sent to
save man’s soul. God has thought of man’s future. He
must have looked down the stream of time and seen
man as a wanderer, tired, weary, burdened with care
and sin and said, I’ll make a place for man at the end of
the way. This place of eternal bliss is called heaven.
Let’s learn some important things about this upper and
better kingdom.

First of all, let us ask and answer the question: Will
we recognize each other in heaven? When a mother
loses a baby at birth, when we lose a family member in
death, we all want to know if we will see them again and
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if we will know them. In answering this important
question, let us point out that memory will be retained
after death. Daniel 12:2 tells us that some will be raised
to everlasting shame and contempt. God himself has a
book of rememberances that will be used on the day of
judgment. Mal. 3:16 states, “Then they that feared the
Lord spake often one to another: and the Lord hearkened,
and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written
before him for them that feared the Lord, and that
thought upon his name.” Men will answer for every idle
word they spoke on earth. Jesus said in Mt. 12:36, “But
I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall
speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judg-
ment.” We will be judged by the book of life. John said in
Rev. 20:12, “And | saw the dead, small and great, stand
before God; and the books were opened: and another
book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead
were judged out of those things which were written in the
books, according to their works.” If we can’t remember
anything after death then these passages wouldn’t make
any sense. We will remember! Memory will be essential
in the judgment day of God.

Angels and men will retain their names. Gabriel is
known as Gabriel in Luke 1:26. Jude 9 talks of Michael
the archangel. The Jews at the end of time will sit down
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Jesus in Mt. 8:11
states, ‘‘And I say unto you, That many shall come from
the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham,
and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven.”
These Jewish fathers will retain their names after death
and in eternity. Our names will be written in the book of
life. Jesus told the Apostles in Lk. 10:20, ‘‘Notwith-
standing in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject
unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are
written in heaven.’’ Lazarus was still Lazarus in Hades
(Lk. 16:19-31). In I Sam. 28:14 Samuel was still Samuel
though already dead. Moses and Elijah were still
Moses and Elijah when they appeared with Jesus on
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the mount of transfiguration. Jesus said in Mt. 17:3,
““And behold, there appeared unto them Moses and
Elijah talking with him.”” Jesus our Lord was
recognized as Jesus following his resurrection (Mt.
28:9). Friends made in this life will welcome us in
heaven. Jesus declared in Lk. 16:9, ‘“‘And I say unto
you, Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of un-
righteousness; that when ye fail, they may receive you
into everlasting habitations.”” The friend of Jesus,
Lazarus, retained his identity in death and in his
resurrection. In John 11:43 we read, ‘‘And when he
thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus,
come forth.”’

The idea of reunion with loved ones points to the fact
that we will know one another. Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob in death were gathered to their people (Gen.
25:8, 35:39, 49:33). David believed he would see his
child lost at birth. In II Sam. 12:23 we read, ‘‘But now
he is dead, wherefore should I fast? can I bring him
back? I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.”’
The dead and the living will be united at the coming of
Jesus. Paul said in I Thess. 4:13-18, ‘‘But I would not
have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them
which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others
which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died
and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus
will God bring with him. For this we say unto you by the
word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain
unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them
which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in
Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and
remain shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever
be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with
these words.”’

In the second place, let’s consider what we will do in
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heaven. We will see God in heaven. Isaiah said in
Isaiah 33:17, ‘‘Thine eyes shall see the king in his
beauty: they shall behold the land that is very far off.”’
In I John 3:2 we read, ‘‘Beloved, now are we the sons of
God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but
we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like
him; for we shall see him as he is.”’ John declared in
Rev. 22:4, “‘and they shall see his face; and his name
shall be in their foreheads.”” We will worship God in
heaven. John stated in Rev. 5:9, ‘‘and they sung a new
song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to
open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast
redeemed us to God by the blood out of every kindred,
and tongue, and people, and nation.” John declared in
Rev. 7:9-12, ‘‘After this I beheld, and lo, a great
multitude, which no man could number, of all nations,
and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before
the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white
robes, and palms in their hands; And cried with a loud
voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon
the throne, and unto the Lamb. And all the angels stood
round about the throne, and about the elders and the
four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces,
and worshipped God, saying Amen: Blessing, and
glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honor, and
power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever.
Amen.”” We are going to be happy in heaven. There
will be fulness of joy, the joy of our Lord, and it will be
exceedingly great joy that will be ours. David said in
Psm. 17:15, ‘‘As for me, I will behold thy face in
righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with
thy likeness.’’” Jesus said in Mt. 25:21, ‘‘His lord said
unto him, Well done thou good and faithful servant:
thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make
thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of
thy Lord.”’ Jude stated in Jude :24, ‘‘Now unto him that
is able to keep you from falling, and to present you
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faultless before the presence of his glory with
exceeding joy.’’ The tree of life will be ours to partake
of. In Rev. 2:7 we read, ‘‘He that hath an ear, let him

hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him
that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life,

which is in the midst of the paradise of God.” We will
drink of the water of life that flows from the throne of
God and of the Lamb (Rev. 22:1). There will be rest for
the people of God (Heb. 4:9). The word rest means
refreshment (Acts 3:19, Gal. 6:9). In Rev. 14:13 John
states, ‘‘And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto
me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord
from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may
rest from their labors; and their works do follow them.’’
Though there will be rest, there will also be labor. Yes,
we will work in heaven. Heaven is a place where God’s
will is done. We will serve him and we will love it.
(Mt. 6:10). Jesus said in Mt. 25:21, ‘‘His lord said unto
him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou
hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee a
ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy
Lord.” John said in Rev. 7:15, ‘‘Therefore are they
before the throne of God, and serve him day and night
in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall
dwell among them.’’ In Rev. 22:3 we read, ‘‘And there
shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the
Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him.”’
What will we do in heaven? We will receive the crown
of righteousness, life, and glory. Paul said in II Tim.
4:8, ‘‘Henceforth there is laid up for men a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge,
shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but
unto them also that love his appearing.’’ In Jas. 1:12
we read, ‘‘Blessed is the man that endureth
temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the
crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them
that love him.”” We will be clothed as well in white
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garments. Jesus in Rev. 3:5 said, ‘‘He that overcometh,
the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will
not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will
confess his name before my Father, and before his
angels.”” John said in Rev. 7:9, ‘‘After this I beheld,
and lo, a great multitude, which no man could number,
of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues,
stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed
with white robes, and palms in their hands.’’ Finally,
we will bask in the glory of Christ. Paul penned these
words in Rom. 8:17, 18, ‘“‘And if children, then heirs;
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that
we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified
together. For I reckon that the sufferings of this present
time are not worthy to be compared with the glory
which shall be revealed in us.”’

Marco Polo in the thirteenth century left Venice for
the Far East. When he came home he told tales of
beauty and wonder about the Orient. While dying he
was told to renounce the lies that he told about the
East, but he said the half has not been told. My friend,
the half has not been told about heaven!

Surely, you want to go to heaven where you can be
with God and with loved ones and friends. Surely, you
want to experience the joys of that celestial city of God.
Won’t you act now to insure yourself a mansion by
becoming a New Testament Christian. Consider the
example of the Philippian jailer as Luke states in Acts
16:30-34, “And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what
must [ do to be saved? And they said, Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy
house. And they spake unto him the word of the Lord,
and to all that were in his house. And he took them the
same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and
was baptized, he and all his, straightway. And when he
had brought them into his house, he set meat before
them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his
house.’”’ The jailor and his household heard the word of
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God. They believed it and with penitent hearts they
washed the stripes of Paul and Silas, and immediately
they were baptized. Do what they did! If you have erred
from the truth (Jas. 5:19-20) turn around now while
there is time and once again travel the narrow road (Mt.
7:13, 14) that leads to life.

So live that you will be able to say what Dr. Harry
Rimmer was able to say in a letter to his preacher.
Harry Rimmer said,

“‘Next Sunday, you are going to talk about heaven. |
am interested in that land because I have held clear title
to a bit of property there for 50 years. I did not buy it. It
was given to me without price. But the donor purchased
it for me at a tremendous sacrifice. I am not holding it
for speculation. It is not a vacant lot. For more than a
half a century I have been sending up materials to the
greatest architect of the universe who has been
building a home for me which will never need
remodeling or repairing because it will suit me
perfectly, individually, and will never grow old.
Termites cannot undermine its foundation, for it rests
upon the rock of ages. Fire cannot destroy it. Floods
cannot wash it away. No lock or bolts will ever be placed
on the doors. For no vicious person can enter my
dwelling place, almost completed, and almost ready for
me to enter in and to abide in peace eternally without
fear or being rejected.

There is a valley of deep shadow between this place
where I live and that to which [ am going. I cannot reach
my home in that city without passing through this
valley. But I am not afraid because the best friend I
have ever had went through that valley long, long ago
and drove away all the gloom. He stuck with me
through thick and thin since I first became acquainted
with him over fifty years ago. I hope to hear your
sermon Sunday but I have no assurance that I shall be
able to do so. My ticket to heaven has no date marked
for that journey, no return coupen, and no permit for
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baggage. Yes, | am ready to go and if I don’t see you
Sunday I'll meet with you someday.”’

Harry Rimmer died before this letter came to his
preacher!



HEAVEN,
THOSE THAT
WILL BE THERE

In Rev. 21:1-2 John said, ‘‘I saw a new heaven and a
new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth were
passed away, and there was no more sea, and I John
saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down
from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned
for her husband.”” In Rev. 21:12, we are told that
heaven has a great wall with twelve gates and at the
twelve gates are twelve angels. We also learn from the
above text that the names of the twelve tribes of Israel
are written on the twelve gates. In Rev. 21:14 John
states that the walls of heaven have twelve foundations
and the names of the Apostles are written thereon.
Heaven is a city that lies foursquare. It is twelve
thousand furlongs in length. Heaven is a city of pure
gold, like unto clear glass (Rev. 21:18). The foundations
of the walls of our heavenly home are garnished with all
manner of precious stones (Rev. 21:19). The gates of
our eternal home are pearl and the streets are of purest
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gold (Rev. 21:21). How beautiful heaven must be! But if
we are going to make heaven our home, we need to
know just who will be in heaven.

May I begin by suggesting that Il Pet. 1:5-11 gives us
a description of those who will be granted an abundant
entrance into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord. In
Il Pet. 1:5-11 Peter declares, “And beside this, giving all
diligence, add to your faith virtue; and virtue
knowledge; And to knowledge temperance; and to
temperance patience; and to patience godliness; And
to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kind-
ness love. For if these things be in you, and abound,
they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor un-
fruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But
he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see
afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from
his old sins. Wherefore the rather, brethren, give
diligence to things, ye shall never fall; For so an en-
trance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the
everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.”

Men must add virtue, moral power, energy, and
strength. The word virtue also means vigor of soul and
moral excellence. Knowledge, that is insight, under-
standing, or practical wisdom is an essential ingredient
that we must add. In addition there is self-control,
mastery over self. Men must reach a point where they
will not let other people or things control them. Then
men must add to their faith patience. The word pa-
tience means steadfastness, endurance, a never give up
attitude. Brotherly kindness, love of the brethren is
necessary as well. Then we must add the ingredient of
love. The word for love in the original language means
to love the unlovable and the unlovely. This word
refers to a love which knows no limits. It is a love that
we cannot earn or merit. This word is the very one
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that’s used for God’s love for man. Like Paul, all we
can do is pray that we might be able to comprehend its
breath, length, height, and depth (Eph. 3:18). Peter
tells us that we should give diligence to make our call-
ing and election sure, for if ye do these things ye shall
never fall (I Pet. 1:10).

Secondly, in Revelation chapters two and three we
learn that those who keep on overcoming will populate
heaven. There will never be victory without war. We
must strive or agonize to enter in by the narrow door.
Jesus said in Lk. 13:24, ‘‘Strive to enter in at the strait
gate: for many, [ say unto you, will seek to enter in, and
shall not be able.”” We must fight the good fight, finish
the course, and keep the faith if the crown of life is to be
ours (II Tim. 4:7-8). But how can we overcome? How
can victory over sin and the Devil be ours? In Rev. 12:11
we read, ‘‘“They overcame him because of the blood of
the Lamb, and because of the word of their testimony,
and because they loved not their own life unto death.

Let’s take a look at this text’s component parts. The
blood of the Lamb enables Jesus to be our propitiation.
Paul said in Rom. 3:25, ‘““‘Whom God hath set forth to
be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare
his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past,
through the forbearance of God.”” The word
propitiation means to appease the wrath of God. Paul
penned these words in Rom. 5:9, ‘‘Much more then,
being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from
wrath through him.”’” The blood of Jesus not only
controls God’s wrath, it redeems and washes us from
our sins. Paul stated in Eph. 1:7, ‘“‘In whom we have
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins,
according to the riches of his grace.’”’” John wrote in
Rev. 1:5, ““And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful
witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the
prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us,
and washed us from our sins in his own blood.”’ Then
there is the word of testimony. Those who overcome are
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totally involved in communicating the good news of
Jesus to the lost. Jesus said in Mk. 16:15-16, ‘‘Go ye
into all the world, and preach the gospel to every crea-
ture. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved;
but he that believeth not shall be damned.’’ John wrote
in Rev. 6:9, ‘°‘And when he had opened the fifth seal, I
saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for
the word of God, and for the testimony which they
held.”’ Finally, Christians can be victorious by giving
their lives to God. They will live and they will die for
God. Paul is a good example. Paul said in Phil. 1:21, 23,
“‘For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. For  am
in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to
be with Christ; which is far better.”’ Paul with great
confidence declares in II Cor. 12:15, ‘“‘And I will very
gladly spend and be spent for you; though the more
abundantly I love you, the less I be loved.”” Those who
love Jesus and the church more than self will always be
winners.

Thirdly, those who die in the Lord will be in heaven.
John wrote in Rev. 14:13, ‘‘And I heard a voice from
heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead
which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the
Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; and their
works do follow them.’” How do you get into the Lord?
Rom. 10:10 tells us that we believe unto. Acts 11:18
tells us that we repent unto. Rom. 10:10 tells us that we
confess unto. Gal. 3:26, 27, and Rom. 6:3-6 tells us that
we are baptized into. Death will be a blessed event for
those who died in the Lord. Those in Christ will receive
their eternal rest.

Finally, in Rev. 19:7-9 John tells us, “Let us be glad
and rejoice, and give honor to him: for the marriage of
the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself
ready. And to her was granted that she should be
arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen
is the righteousness of saints. And he saith unto me,
Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the
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marriage supper of the Lamb. And he said unto me,
These are the true sayings of God.”’ From this text we
learn that the bride of Christ, the church, will be the
center of attraction at the marriage supper of the Lamb.
The church is the bride of Christ. In Rom. 7:4 Paul said,
““Wherefore my brethren, ye also are become dead to
the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married
to another, even to him that hath been raised from the
dead, that ye should bring forth fruit unto God.”’ In II
Cor. 11:2 we read, ‘‘For I am jealous over you with a
godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband,
that I may present you as a chaste virgin unto Christ.”’
Note if you will, that those who make up the bride of
Christ are those who have made themselves ready by
their righteous deeds. Truly our works will follow us.
(Rev. 14:13). It will pay to seek first the kingdom of God
and his righteousness. (Mt. 6:33).

Will heaven be your home? Can you say with David, I
will dwell in the house of the Lord forever? (Psm. 23:6).
If heaven is to be your home, God must be your Father.
You must be born into the family of God. Jesus said in
dno. 3:5, ‘“Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a man
be born of the water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter
the kingdom of God.”” The kingdom of God or the
church of God make up God’s house. Paul in I Tim. 3:15
said, ‘‘But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how
men ought to behave themselves in the house. of God,
which is the church of the living God, the pillar and the
ground of truth.”” Only family members or children can
be joint-heirs with Christ. Only God’s children will
share the glory of Christ. (Rom. 8:17-18).



Upward where the stars are burning,
Silent, silent in their turning,

Round the never changing pole;
Upward where the sky is brightest,
Upward where the blue is lightest,

Lift [ now my longing soul.

Far beyond that arch of gladness,
Far beyond these clouds of sadness,
Are the many mansions fair.
Far from pain and sin and folly,
In that palace of the holy,
I would find my mansions there.

Horatius Bonar



HEAVEN, THAT
WHICH WILL NOT
BE THERE

Very often in order to understand something, we
have to look at it from a little different angle. We have
already considered heaven and those that will be there.
Now let’s look at that which will not be in heaven.

First of all, there will be no sin in heaven. Paul in
I Cor. 6:9 said, ‘‘know ye not that the unrighteous shall
not inherit the kingdom of God.’’ John said, ‘‘all un-
righteousness is sin’’ (I Jno. 5:17). In Rev. 21:27 we are
told, ‘‘there shall in no wise enter into it, anything
unclean or he that maketh an abomination or a lie.”’ In
Heaven there will be no more curse (Rev. 22:3). A
world there is no sin! How unreal!

Secondly, there will be no shame in heaven. Paul in
Heb. 11:16 said, ‘‘But now they desire a better country
that is an heavenly, wherefore God is not ashamed of
them, to be called their God, for he hath prepared for
them a city. No more the bowing of the head in
disgrace. Heaven will be in this respect the opposite of
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hell. Hell will be a place of everlasting shame and
contempt (Dan. 12:2).

In the third place, there will be no hunger and thirst
in heaven. Rev. 7:16-17 tells us, ‘‘they shall hunger no
more, neither shall they thirst any more, neither shall
the sun light on them, nor heat, for the Lamb which is
in the midst of the throne shall feed them and shall lead
them unto the living fountains of waters. John tells
about the river of the water of life and the tree of life in
Rev. 22:1-2 when he said, “and he shewed me a pure
river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of
the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the
street of it and either side of the river, was there the tree
of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded
her fruit every month, and the leaves of the tree were
for the healing of the nations.”

Fourthly, let us learn that there will be no sea in
heaven (Rev. 21:1). The sea stood for storms in the
Jewish mind. No doubt John as he penned the book of
Revelation, could hear the roaring sea around the Isle
of Patmos. All of us have encountered storms as we sail
across the great ocean of life. We’ll certainly face them
as Christians. Paul said in II Tim. 3:12, ‘‘Yea, and all
that will live godly in Christ Jesus, shall suffer
persecution.’’ Storms, temptations and trials will never
more dash against the shores of heaven, for Jesus our
Lord, the ruler of this universe has the power to stand
and cry, peace be still (Mk. 4:39). The sea stood for
restlessness. Isaiah stated in Isa. 57:20-21, ‘‘But the
wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest,
whose waters cast up mire and dirt. There is no peace,
saith my God, to the wicked.”’ The sea is never still, it
is always in motion, rising and falling, the tide going in
and out. We are like the sea in the here and now. One
day we are on Mount Everest and the next day we are in
the valley of depression. Like Noah’s dove we’ll find no
rest on the troubled waters of this world. The sea also
stood for separation in the Jewish mind. We think of
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loved ones now dead, how far away they seem. We will
never see them again in this life. Heaven will be a land
of no separations, no more goodbyes! Let’s go to
heaven!

In the fifth place, there will be no temple in heaven.
John said, ‘‘I saw no temple therein, for the Lord God
Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it”’ (Rev.
21:22). The word temple is ‘‘naos’’ in the original
language that means sanctuary, a place set apart where
men could go to meet with God. There will be no temple
because we will be in God’s presence at all times. Rev.
21:3 states, ‘‘behold the tabernacle of God is with men,
and he shall dwell with them and they shall be his
people and God himself shall be with them and be their
God.”’ Can you imagine what it will be like to be in the
immediate presence of God at all times? How
wonderful!

Finally, there will be no night in heaven. ‘‘The city
hath no need of the sun, neither of the moon to shine
upon it, for the glory of God did lighten it and the lamp
thereof is the Lamb’’ (Rev. 21:23). John also tells us
that ‘‘the gates thereof shall in no wise be shut by day
for there shall be no night there’’ (Rev. 21:25).
Darkness has always been symbolic of evil and fear.
Heaven will have no evil to fear. Heaven will in this
respect be the opposite of hell described by Jude 13 as
the blackness of darkness that hath been reserved
forever and ever.

My friends, we are but strangers and pilgrims
seeking a country. Paul in Heb. 11:13-14 said, ‘‘These
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