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The Thief On The Cross
J.C. Choate

The scriptures clearly and repeatedly teach
that one must be baptized to be saved. Christ
himself said that one must believe and be bap-
tized to be saved (Mark 16:16). Peter said that it
is necessary to repent and be baptized to have
remission of sins (Acts 2:38). In 1 Peter 3:21,
Peter wrote by inspiration that baptism saves,
just as Noah and his family were saved by water.
We are also told in God’s word that baptism
puts one into Christ (Galatians 3:26, 27) and
into the church (1 Corinthians 12:13). The new
birth also involves baptism since one is born of
water and of the Spirit (John 3:5). In the light
of all of these scriptures, how could any one say
that a person can be saved without baptism? But
there are many who do just that!

Much of the denominational world teaches
that the thief on the cross was saved without
baptism. The record says, “And one of the
malefactors which were hanged railed on him,
saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us.
But the other answering rebuked him, saying,
Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the
same condemnation? And we indeed justly; for
we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this

o

man hath done nothing amiss. And he said unto
Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest
into thy kingdom. And Jesus said unto him,
Verily | say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with
me in paradise” (Luke 23:39-43).

Although nothing is said about the thief
having been baptized, he most likely had been.
Why do | think so? Because we are told by
Mark that “John did baptize in the wilderness,
and preach the baptism of repentance for the
remission of sins. And there went out unto him
all the land of Judea, and they of Jerusalem,
and were all baptized of him in the river of
Jordan, confessing their sins” (Mark 1:4,5).

One could therefore well conclude that the
thief was baptized and then later got involved in
the thievery that led to his crucifixion. This would
not be the first or the last time that a person fell
back into sin after repenting.

Consider further: This thief obviously knew
quite a lot about Jesus, and had a great deal of
faith! You ask how we can know these things?
By his own words! There they were, the three of
them, suffering the death of crucifixion. The dis-
ciples who had studied at Jesus’ feet for three
years had abandoned Him in fear, their faith in
Him badly shaken. But what does the thief say?
“LORD!” and he has enough understanding about

o

the spiritual nature of Jesus’ kingdom that he begs,
“Remember me when you come into your King-
dom!” How did the thief know that Jesus’ death
would not be His end, or that it would not prevent
Him from becoming the King over His kingdom?
Yes, the thief understood a great deal about our
Lord. He was no stranger to His teachings, and
most likely he had been baptized.

But suppose he was not baptized. That
doesn’t prove anything. It certainly doesn’t
prove that one can be saved today without bap-
tism. That thief lived in another period of time
and under a different law than we live under
today. At that time Christ was still alive and He
certainly had the right to forgive the man and to
promise to save him in the coming kingdom.
But with Jesus’ death on the cross, a new law
was ushered in, the law of Christ, as revealed in
the New Testament. We have been living under
that law since the death, burial, and resurrection
of Christ. We cannot go back to the law that
was in force before the death of Christ and obey
that law and expect to be saved. We cannot
change laws to suit ourselves.

The fact is, there is something wrong
when we go to the scripture and try to off-set
one command by claiming to follow another.
There is no such thing as the Lord telling us that



