


You have an invitation
to visit with the

CHURCH OF CHRIST
in your area.

* When and where was the first con-
gregation of churches of Christ
begun? (saiah 2:2,3; Daniel 2:44; Matthew
16:18-20; Luke 24:46-49; Acts 1:5-8; 2:1-4; Mark 9:1.)

¥ What or who is its founder and foun-

dation? Christ. usaiah 28:16; 1 Corinthians
3:11; Matthew 16:18.)

* BV what name is the church called?
(IRomans 16:16; Acts 20:28; 1 Timothy 3:15.)

* What are its members called? .
(Acts 9:13,14; 11:26; 26:28; 1 Peter 4:16.)

% How is one forgiven, to become a
part of Christ’s church (family)?
Faith, repentance, baptism into
Christ. (vmatthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:16;
Romians 6:3,4; Hebrews 5:8,9; Acts 8:27-40)

* HOw is It organized? (ephesians 1:22,23;
Philipplans:1; 1 Timothy 3:1-12.)

» How does it worship? In spirit and in

truth. uonn 4:24; Acts 2:42; Acts 20:7; Colos-
sians 3:16; Ephesians 5:19; 1 Corinthians 16:1,2.)
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I Walked the Path

1 walked the path of suffering — | thought | was alone,
But soon | learned that others had heartaches

like my own.
A legion came to join me — an understanding throng —
To share and bear our burdens, heal suffering with song.

| found courage in their handclasp — | found patience
in their calm;
I found hope In faith's assurance —I found healing
in their baim.
I’'m not alone in suffering — I'm not alone in tears,
For those who weep with those who weep
can wipe away my tears.

And too, when sore affliction comes — a dreary, rainy day —
I look inside my heart and find rich blessings stored away.
| take them from a treasure chest, and count them

o'er and o'er
And think how good God’s been to men —

Why don’t we trust Him more?

If all were sun and sunshine — if clouds would never weep —
Would little flowers lift their heads, would sowers ever reap?
The valleys down below us but emphasize the heights;
Low-hanging clouds about us are pierced with shafts

of light.

If sickness never hindered, and pain ne’er wracked

our frame,
Would days of health be cherished, if suff'ring never came?
In deeps. of life’s great ocean, may Irritants be pearled,
And in the days of reck’ning be gems of heaven’s world..

— A.C. Williams







Do you know another “reason” some people find worship to be boring?
Consider this parallel: If a student spends his whole life attending college
classes but never reaches the point of applying his knowledge in order to
make a living, what has he accomplished? Studying the same materials year
after year, but never using them, would grow to be very boring, wouldn’t it?

Now, think of all the members of the church who spend their entire
lives going to the building each week to attend Bible classes and to hear ser-
mons, but never use that knowledge to teach others the Gospel. Though
they’ve been Christians since their early teens, and have grown old attend-
ing the services more or less faithfully, they can’t point to a single soul they
have converted. When the lessons were only for themselves, and were
never passed on to anyone else, is it any wonder that such hearers become
bored?

Is “faithfulness” in the Lord’s church gauged by how many weekly ser-
vices one attends? True, a dedicated Christian will want to be present for
every assembly, but this is not our work, our purpose in being in this world.
It is our privilege to be allowed 10 come into the presence of God and to
praise and honor Him in worship. But our work is to bear fruit to Him.

If you are teaching someone, and you are successful in getting that per-
son to sit next to you in the assembly of the church, do you know what you
will automatically do? You will hear that age-old lesson through his ears,
and it will be vital and new to you! That is why God gave humans — not
angels — the work of evangelizing the world, so that in the process of teach-
ing others we ourselves will be educated, strengthened, and grounded in the
truth. As long as we are sharing the Gospel, there will be nothing boring
about our Christian life or our worship.

So what can you do? Don’t wait for someone to call you or pander to
your feelings or to ask you to do something. Take the initiative! Look into
the various programs of work — not the socializing and entertaining
aspects — but look into the programs of work in which the congregation is
involved. Decide what your talents equip you to do, and volunteer. Don’t
wait for someone to come to you and beg you to help. You can live an excit-
ing life of growth in the Lord by finding things to do and then doing them.

Do you have friends? Of course you do; but have you really tried to
share the Gospel with them? Have you encouraged them to go to worship
with vou? Have you tried to arrange a weekly Bible study with them in your
home or theirs? Have you offered to enroll them in a correspondence course
or shared other literature with them?









ASSOCIATE EDITORIAL

associated with such as contentment, gratitude, love, and agreement. Those
who render biblical obedience acknowledge and subscribe to the truthful-
ness of the prophet Micah's words in Micah 6:8, *... And what does the Lord
require of you but to do justly. to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your
God?” (emphasis added).

Humility toward God eliminates willfulness on our part as it promotes
our understanding of our dependence upon the Lord for aif that we have and
all that we are. To see God in His awesome greatness helps us to see our-
selves for what we are — woefully weak creatures who could not even exist
were it not for Him and His power, grace, mercy, and love. If only we could
duplicate the experience and response of Isaiah in relation to his vision of
the Lord as recorded for us in Isaiah Chapter Six! The prophet was enabled
to see, as it were, the Lord God Himself arrayed in His royal splendor as He
was seated upon His great throne. Then he saw and heard two seraphim,
and he heard one of them cry out, “Holy. holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the
whole earth is fill of His glory!” (verse 3). Verse 5 then reveals to us the
immediate reaction of Isaiah to all that he had witnessed in that marvelous
vision — “Then [ said: ‘Woe is me, for | am undone! Because I am a man
of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my
eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.”

The book of Proverbs tries repeatedly to teach us that the pathway to
honor will take us through humility. This is especially clear in Proverbs
15:33 and 18:12 with these words, “... before honor is humility.”

One of the most beautiful and meaningful passages in all of Scripture is
found in the second chapter of Philippians, where Paul paints a written mas-
terpiece depicting humility personified. He shows us in verses 5 through 8
the unparalieled humility and submission of Jesus. It is absolutely mandato-
ry that we then read verses 9-11, for it is here that we see the fruit resulting
from that submissive humility: “Therefore God also has highly exalted Him
and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and
of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

Dear friends, we obviously will never attain the position and honor that
belong only to Jesus, but He left directions for all who desire to achieve
honor that is truly honor. “But he who is greatest among you shall be your
servant. And whoever exalts himself will be abased. and he who humbles
himself will be exalted” (Matthew 23:11,12).

Humility that results in submissive obedience is our map for getting
from earth to heaven. There is no acceptable, alternate route.
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Hebrews 5:8,9 explains that the Son was perfected through His suffer-
ings, a sacrifice that was made for sin once and for all. So the taking of
man’s sins, the resulting suffering in death, and the perfection [the comple-
tion of the prerequisite requirements to qualify Him as man’'s Saviour] were
the actions of the Son — and the Son has thus been perfected forever, which
is also saying that the Sonship is a relationship that will be forever.

The scriptures say of the Word, that all things were created 4y Him,
through Him, and for Him (Colossians 1:16). Therefore, the Word was the
possessor of all things, in position to bestow an inheritance but not to
receive one. As Christ, the Brother of man, He becomes the heir: “God ...
has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, Whom He has appointed heir
of all things ..." (Hebrews 1:2).

Romans 8 is a chapter that deals largely with the family relationship we
enjoy. Verses 15-17 say, “For you did noi receive the spirit of bondage
again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out,
‘Abba. Father'. The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are
children of God, and if children, then heirs — heirs of God and joint heirs
with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified
together.”

This passage goes a step further than the one in Galatians 4. It not only
says that we are heirs of God, but it also says that we are joint heirs with
Christ. If Christ is the heir of God, and if His brothers are joint heirs with
Him, what will the inheritance be?

(1) The new heaven and the new earth. (Revelation 21,22). “He who over-
comes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son™
(Revelation 21:7).

(2) The glorification indicated in Romans 8:17: “... and if children, then
heirs — heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with
Him, that we may also be glorified together. "

(3) To sit with Christ on His throne. “To him who overcomes I will grant 1o
sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father
on His throne ™ (Revelation 3:21).

Who can really know what glories and position of responsibility await
the brothers of Christ? On this side of eternity, we cannot fathom what that
world will be like, but we can understand the promise enfolded in these
words; whatever He is and /fias will be shared by those who overcome
through Him.

17
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CONCLUSION

Think back over all that has transpired in the Godhead and in the history
of His working with man in order to bring about reconciliation. Such giving,
such love cannot be doubted by anyone who understands these Scriptures.

Far back in our studies we asked the question: Could physical death
alone atone for man's physical and spiritual alienation from God? We have
learned that the immeasurably great sacrifice that was made by Christ was
both physical and spiritual, and that the commitment to man is as lasting as
the duration of his salvation. For eternity we will enjoy the blessings of
being heirs of God because for eternity our Brother’s blood flows between
the Father and ourselves, making us the children of God.

This is why, even now, as faithful members in God's family, we
approach God boldly (Hebrews 4:16), confident of His love, sure of our
acceptance with Him, because our Brother’s love speaks for us from the
right hand of the Father. Our salvation is secured; His watchiul care over
us, day by day, is also secured.

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us. who can be
against us? He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up
Jor us all, how shall He not with Him also fieely give us all things?

Who shall bring a charge against God's elect? It is God who justi-
Sies. Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore
is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God. who also makes inter-
cession for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall
tribulation, or distress. or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril,
or sword?

As it is written: “For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are
accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” Yet in all these things we are
more than conquerors through Him who loved us. For I am persuaded
that neither death nor life, nor angels. nor principalities nor powers, nor
things present nor things to come, nor height, nor depth. nor any other
created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is
in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:31-39).

And in response to such love, will not our own love grow to a full maturity
of giving ourselves, without reserve, to Him? Will we not also want to share
this sweetest love story with those of the world who do not know it yet? T

Betty Burton Choate, wife of JC. Choate, is the author of JESUS CHRIST THE
ETERNAL SACRIFICE from which this and the previous lessons were taken.
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crop other than the corruption they
have sown. But terrified sinners,
despairing sinners, men and women
who have reached the end of their
rope, need to hear of the mercy of
God, lest they continue in sin
because they have no hope of
redemption or of the possibility of
change. God does not want anyone
to perish. That is the good news
that makes the Gospel what it is.

We preach the love of God
when we preach God’s nature and
attributes. “God made the world
and everything.” “God is great, God
is good.” The smallest child learns
these things, and also early learns,
“God is love”. If we do
not believe in God’s love,

of the world. When our holiness is
sullied by open sin, the name of
God is blasphemed among the
pagans because of us. We are to be
merciful as God is merciful. If the
world does not sce His mercy in us,
in whom may they see it? We are
to love as God loves. When we do,
people see our good works and glo-
rify God. When they cry to Ged for
help, and we help them because of
God, they learn that God is love.

Let us not neglect any means of
preaching the love of God. K

Cecil May, Jr., is Director of the
School of Preaching at Faulkner
ggixerslty in Montgomery, Alabama,

it is not God in whom we

believe. If our understand-
ing of God does not cause
us to love, it is not God we
understand. If we say we
know God, whom we have
not seen, yet have no love
for people, whom we have
seen, we lie (1 John 4:20).
1t is not God we know.

We preach the love
of God when we do good
to those in need. God
chose our hands to be His
hands to minister His love
to others, just as He chose
our mouths to be His
mouth to tell His love to
others. We are the light

A Bit of Heaven

Everyone was meant to share
God’s all-abiding love and care;
He saw that we would need
to know
A way to let these feelings show,
So God made hugs a special sign
And symbol of His love divine,
A circle of our open arms
To hold in love and keep out harm.
One simple hug can do its part
To warm and cheer another’s
heart.

A hug’s a bit of heaven above
That signifies God's perfect love.

— Jill Wolf
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THE WORD OF GOD

Truth

Jack W. Carter

Without appealing to Scripture
to make my point, | want to say
that, with all of my heart, | believe
that our entire relationship with
God, including our hope of heaven,
depends primarily upon our attitude
toward the truth of God’s Word.

I feel compelied to mention this
as often as possible because it is
becoming more and more evident
that more and more of us are trifling
with truth.

I have come 1o believe that one
of the reasons why this is true is that
many of us have not made up our
minds about the Bible.

Is it really a reliable book? Is it
really the inspired Word of God?
Does it mean exactly what it says,
or can we disregard some of'it? Isit
outdated?

Inasmuch as this is the book
that tells us about heaven and our
eternal destiny, it would seem that
we should give our Bibles serious
thought and seek to answer all of
these questions. But often we do
not!

Why? %

Jack W. Carter works with the church
ols Ehrist in Castle Rock, Colorado,
USA.

in all honesty, does this description fit you? If so, only you
can provide the answer to the searching question, “Why?” And
only you can turn to the Scriptures, giving them the time and con-
sideration to prove to you that they are what thay claim to be.

If you live without the guidance of the Bible, your life will be
immeasurably less than it should have been — and not only will
you be the loser but you will fail all. who come under your influ-

ence.

If you die without the guidance of God’s Word, you will die
without hope, for a life void of true spirituality is a life without
promise or expectation of anything good.

What price are you choosing to pay— perhaps merely through
neglect or apathy — for your lack of knowladge?
“The words that | speak to-you are spirit, and:they are life” (John
6:63).




THE WORD OF GOD

Model;n Man vs.
God's Word

Rick Cunningham

Every generation breeds a crop
of “modern men”. Modern men are
those who think they know more
than every generation before them.
They hold the past in contempt.
They believe themselves to be wise.
If only they could be in control,
everything would be perfect.

Modern men are intrigued by
the novel. New ideas, new meth-
ods, new approaches are all so
appealing. Modern thinkers seem to
take into consideration up-to-the-
minute wisdom. To them, old ways
failed because information was
unavailable, undeveloped, outmod-
ed, outdated, or obsolete.

Modermnists have given us mod-
ern art (contrasted with the works of
Michelangelo), modern music
(compared with the music of
Beethoven), and modern literature
(in contrast to the writings of
Shakespeare). But worst of all,

modernists have sought to replace
the Word of God with man's own
pale philosophical ideas.

God’s Word is old; it does not
change with the times. [t does not
consider the modern trends. It
stands as a rock against man’s fickle
ways. And thank God it does!
God’s Word is our only true source
of wisdom in a world infatuated
with its ever-changing “modern
ways”.

Remember Proverbs 30:5,6:
“Every word of God is flawless; he
is a shield to those who take refuge
in him. Do not add to his words, or
he will rebuke you and prove you a
liar.”

God and His Word never
change. There we will find stability
in an ever-changing world. @

Rick Cunningham Is the preacher for
the Main Street congregation in Big
Spring, Texas, USA.

Every day let God say something to you through His Word.
Every day say something to God through prayer.
Every day say something to someone for God.

Every day do something for someone for God.
— Clarence DelLoach




Romans 3:21-31

Jerry Bates

1. What served as a witness to the
righteousness of God? (v. 21 )

2. Through whom can a person be made just
or righteous? (v. 22)

Is there a difference between the Jew and Gentile?
Why? (vs. 22,23)

What does it mean to be justified and what is the means
of this justification? (v. 24)

Who became a propitiation for us, and what does it
mean to be a propitiation? (v. 25)

According to verse 26 what was the purpose of God in
sending Jesus Christ?

Can any man boast about how good he is?
(v.27)

How can we be justified? (v. 28)

What did Paul mean when he said that God was the
God of both the Jews and Gentiles? (v. 29)

. What is the means by which both Jews and Gentiles
might be justified? (v. 30

. What does faith do to the law? (v. 31)

. What is the point of this whole section in regards to
man’s salvation?

(See inside of back cover for answers.)




is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the

Prophets, 22 even the righteousness of God,
through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe.
For there is no difference; 23 for all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God, 24 being justified freely by His
grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25
whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through
faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His for-
bearance God had passed over the sins that were previous-
ly committed, 26 to demonstrate at the present time His
righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the
one who has faith in Jesus.

27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what
law? Of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 There-fore
we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the
deeds of the law. 29 Or is He the God of the Jews only? Is
He not also the God of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles
also, 30 since there is one God who will justify the circum-
cised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith.

31 Do we then make void the law through faith?
Certainly not! On the contrary, we establish the law.

B ut now the righteousness of God apart from the law

Romans 3:21-31 — New King James Version

NOTE:

This passage shows that neither Jew nor Gentile is justified
by his own goodness, and that apart from the shedding of the
blood of Christ, there is no justification. When we are washed in
Christ’s blood, there is no place for boasting of having merited
our salvation, or of being saved through the value of our own
works. All are saved through faithful obedience to the Law of
our Lord Jesus Christ.







EVIDENCES

Black Sea provide new evidence
that humans faced a great flood,
perhaps that of the biblical Noah,
thousands years ago.”

Most of the news media over-
looked this discovery, a discovery
that adds evidence to the records of
many Middle Eastern cultures and
the Bible that the flood was an his-
toric event.

Undersea explorer Robert
Ballard reported concerning this
recent discovery, “Remnants of
human habitation were found in
more than 300 feet of water about
12 miles off the coast of Turkey.

“Fredrik Hiebert of the
University of Pennsylvania, chief
archaeologist from the Black Sea
project, said from the ship, ‘This
find represents the first concrete
evidence for the occupation of the
Black Sea coast prior to the flood.”

Ballard had studied freshwater
shells along the Black Sea coast that
dated 7,000 years and older, and
saltwater shells that dated 6,500
years ago. He concluded that there
was a “sudden and dramatic change
from a freshwater lake to a salt
water sea about 7,000 years ago,”
which would have been brought
about because of a great flood.

“And we know that as a result
of that flood a vast amount of land
went under water.” Collapsed
human structures were found in a
valley under the sea that were of the

26

type built 7,000 years ago, evidence
of a culture in that area before the
flood.

Ancient Reports

Many of the cultures around the
world have records of a great flood.
“Traditions regarding a disastrous
flood that occurred long ago are
handed down by many people.
Isolated tribes in all parts of the
world have been found to have such
traditions.

“...The Hebrews, Assyrians,
and Babylonians who lived within
the area of the Tigris-Euphrates
basin, all had traditions of a great
flood. These narratives stated the
purpose of the Flood to be punish-
ment because the world was full of
violence, but the Hebrew account
remained simple and credible,
whereas the other accounts became

complex and fanciful.” Donald Cha-
pin Boardman, The International Diction-
ary of the Bible, Merrill C. Tenney editor,
(Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan Pub-
lishing House, 1987), p. 356.

Conclusion

The recent discovery in the
Black Sea by the Pennsylvania
archaeological team adds to the
mountain of evidence that a great
flood at one time occurred. New
discoveries continue to support the
accuracy of Biblical accounts. V]

Owen D. Olbricht is a preacher of the
Gospel in Sherwood, Arkansas, USA.
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SALVATION

Please read again carefully the
quotation at the beginning of this
article. What is the basic message?
It is simply this: “... the way of man
is not in himself: It is not in man
who walks to direct his own steps”
(Jeremiah 10:23). For those who
believe that the Bible is the inspired
Word of God, these words confirm
man’s inability to successfully sail
through this life alone. Any person
who will start by himself, making
the tragic mistake of a self-sustained
pilgrimage through the toils and
storms of life, will assuredly make a
shipwreck.

It is a fact of life that storms
and toils will come upon us, just as
opposing winds ofien come against
the sailing ship. However, this does
not hinder the captain of that vessel
in its onward progress, because he
knows how 1o set the sails to turn
the wind to his own purpose. In the
same way, we Christians must learn
1o set our priorities, our desires, our
dreams and aspirations is such a
way that the Captain of our “ship”,
being greater than ourselves and
greater than the contrary and unfa-
vorable conditions of life, will bring
us Home safely!

The sailing ship, with its sails
properly adjusted, goes in the direc-
tion the captain desires. Man is a
free moral agent, and has the right
to select the direction of his life —
right or left. But it must be remem-
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bered that he is ultimately responsi-
ble for his choices, as well as the
present and the eternal conse-
quences of those choices. Man
should be wise to follow the point-
ing finger of God; for if he chooses
to chart his course alone in this life,
he will fail eternally. ¥
Mike Sinapiades works with the

church of Christ in Jacksonville,
Arkansas, USA.

Saved by the Bible

Ten days ago, Pfc. Brendon
Schweigart, 22, was on a mission to
recover a tank that had broken down
in Baghdad, Iraq. Upon reaching the
tank, he was struck in the chest by a
sniper's bullet. Fortunately for
Schweigart, the bullet became
embedded in a Bible he carried in
his shirt pocket. The Word of Geod
had quite literally saved his life!

Mr. Schweigart’s experience
reminds me of a passage in the
Bible, “Wherefore lay apart all
filthiness and superfluity of naughti-
ness, and receive with meekness the
engrafted word, which is able to
save your souls " (James 1:21).

Pfc. Brendon Schweigart learn-
ed that keeping a Bible near your
heart can literally save your life.
But more important than that, by
keeping a Bible near your heart you
will also be able to stop the attacks
of the devil and will save your soul.

— Steve Higginbotham
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The Wonder af Converrion

A. R. Holton

Man is the only being of God’s
creation that has remorse for sin.

He is the only being of God’s
creation that is aware of the mystery
and wonder of his own spirit.

He is the one being to which
the Holy Spirit can bear witness.

Man is the one being in cre-
ation who can be “converted”.

What is conversion?

To turn from doubt to faith is to
be converted.

To turn from death in sin to life
in Christ is to be converted.

To be converted, then, is one of
the great mysteries of man’s exis-
tence and, at the same time, it is the
deepest reality that man knows.

To turn from an existence of
selfish living — even sinful living —
to a life elevated by goodness, self-
denial, and righeousness, patterned
after God, is a distinctly human priv-
ilege. Such conversion is undeniable
testimony of the spirit within man
that is made in the image of God, as
the Scriptures declare: “So God cre-
ated man in His own image. In the
image of God He created him, male
and female, He created them”
(Genesis 1:27).

The converted soul is covered
by the blood of Christ, according to
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Acts 22:16: "Arise and be baptized,
and wash away yvour sins, calling on
the name of the Lord.” And “if we
walk in the light as He is in the
light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ His Son cleanses us from all
sin” (1 John 1:7).

Cleansed by that blood, we are
able to go into the presence of God
the Father. Yes, we stand amazed at
the possibilities of an hour of wor-
ship. We are humbled that God will
grant to sinners the privilege of call-
ing Him “Father”, and of praying to
Him through His Son’s name.

We stand amazed at the human
spirit in making decisions for God
and for things high and noble.

May we never lose the sense of
wonder and of the mystery of human
life on this earth. And may we never
lose the sense of awe that the Eternal
Spirit — that Power Who is able to
sustain the entire universe — deigns
to reach down to the speck that is
called “Earth”, to the infinitesimally
smaller speck that is “me” and to
allow me to be His child.

May we never lose the aware-
ness that this is God’s world and
that we belong to Him and that we
shall go at last into His presence. %
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Is Salvation Forever?

Bill Nicks

In one sense, salvation is forever and cannot be cancelled. “For by one
offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified” (Hebrews
10:14).

However, if a person, though a member of the church, backslides, like the
Israelites, he will miss heaven as surely as the Israelites missed the promised
land. God was “angry with thase who sinned. whose corpses fell in the
wilderness ", and swore “that they would not enter his rest”, for they did not
obey (Hebrews 3-17f). “Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of vou an evil
heart of unbelief in departing from the living God"” (Hebrews 3:12).

The Israclites’ example of backsliding is given in 1 Corinthians 10:1-12
as a warning to us. “Now all these things happened to them as examples,
and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages
have come. Therefore let hinm who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall” (1
Corinthians 10:11,12).

There are some 2500 warnings in the Bible against God’s children falling
away from Him. Consider one example from the Old Testament: “When a
righteous man turns from his righteousness and commits iniquity, and 1 lay a
stumbling block before him, he shall die ... in his sin, and his righteousness
which he has done shall not be remembered ..." (Ezekiel 3:20).

Look at this example from the New Testament: “Pursue peace with all
people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord: looking careful-
ly lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness
springing up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled” (Hebrews
12:14,15). Another example: “For if, after they have escaped the pollutions
of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they
are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for them
than the beginning ... But it has happened 10 them according to the true
proverb: ‘A dog returns o his own vomit,' and, ‘a sow, having washed, to
her wallowing in the mire'” (2 Peter 2:20,22). The remedy for backsliding is
found in Peter’s final words of encouragement: “But grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18). i

Blil Nicks, former missionary to Africa and Trinidad in the West Indles, now lives
in Waycross, Georgla, USA.
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THE KINGDOM OF GOD

and the things which concern
the Lord Jesus Christ

Sunny David

In the last chapter of the book
of Acts, and in its last verse, we
read that the apostle Paul was “
preaching the kingdom of God and
teaching things which concern the
Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 28:31).
Paul was held as a prisoner in
Rome, but he was permitted to
dwell in a rented house with the sol-
diers guarding Him. He was also
allowed to receive and meet people
in his house. Paul used this
opportunity to preach to visi-
tors about the kingdom of
God and about the things
which concern Jesus Christ.
Undoubtedly, these two things
must have been very impor-
tant in the life of the apostle.
The record says that he stayed
in prison for almost two years
and, during that time, he
preached the same things over
and over again to all those who
came to him.

Concerning the kingdom
of God, Paul must have told
his listeners, among other
things, what the prophet
Daniel had said in Daniel 2:44,
that the God of heaven would

set up a kingdom and that it would
stand forever. He must have said
that later Christ, Himself, confirmed
to the apostles that the kingdom
would be established in their life-
time on earth (Mark 9:1). Christ
also explained that kingdom of
heaven was His church which He
was going to begin or build
(Matthew 16:18,19). And Paul

must have told his visitors that to
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this spiritual kingdom the Lord adds
those who are saved (Acts 2:47;
Colossians 1:13,14). He must also
have helped them to understand that,
when the end comes, Christ will
deliver the kingdom to God the
Father, so that God may be all in all
(1 Corinthians 15:24-38). To enter
the kingdom of God, Paul must have
told them that one must be born
again, because the King and the
Savior had said, “Unless one is born
of water and the Spirit, he cannot
enter the kingdom of God" (John 3:5)
Further, in teaching about the
things which concern the Lord
Jesus Christ, the apostle must have
told his audience the most wonder-
ful story of the miraculous birth of
the Son of God (Matthew 1:18-25
and 2:1-12; Luke 2:1-20; John
1:1,14). Surely, he explained
about the sinless life of Christ on
earth, that although He was tempted
in every way just as we are, yet He
committed no sin (Hebrews 4:15).
Paul would have told them of
the wonderful works our Lord per-
formed and of the powerful lessons
He taught. He must also have
described in detail His propitiatory
death for sinners, and how He was
buried, and was resurrected after
three days. Paul would have
declared that before going back to
heaven, Christ had told His disci-
ples to go into all the world and
preach His gospel (I Corinthians
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15:1-4), to every person, and that
those who believe and are baptized
will be saved (Matthew 28:18-20;
Mark 16:15,16). No doubt, the
apostle, lastly, must also have
warned his visitors that Christ will
come back on the last day, on the
day of the judgment, when He will
judge all people of all nations
according to His word (Acts
17:30,31; John 12:48). Paul would
have said that on that “day of the
Lord” all will be made alive by His
glorious power; and those who have
followed His will on earth shall be
caught up in the clouds to meet the
Lord in the air, and thus they will
always be with Him in His heavenly
kingdom (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).

Of course, ever since becoming
a Christian, Paul had dedicated his
entire life to the preaching concern-
ing the kingdom of God and the
things which concern the Lord Jesus
Christ.  Why would this have been
the message which he felt debtor to
preach to all who would hear him?
Because Paul believed that God’s
kingdom is the beautiful and perfect
place of salvation, and that the Lord
Jesus Christ is the only way by
which one can enter that heavenly
place: “I am the way, the truth, and
the life. No one comes to the Father
except through Me” (John 14:6;
Philippians 3:7-14). 2

Sunny David preaches the Gospel in
New Delhi, india.









WORSHIP

Charles E. Cobb

Men are worshipful creatures.
They will worship something. Jesus
indicated that there would be “rrue
worshipers” (John 4:23,24). 1t fol-
lows, therefore, that there would
also be false worshippers. Jesus
pointed out the distinction and made
it clear how true and false worship-
pers could be distinguished from
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one another. True worshippers wor-
ship the Father “in spirit and in
truth”. False worshippers may wor-
ship the Father or some created
“god”, but their worship will not be
according to the truth. The truth is
the Word of God. One is a false
worshiper; therefore, if he does not
worship according 1o the directions
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given in the Word of God. Jesus
said, “/n vain they do worship Me..."
(Matthew 15:9). These people wor-
shiped. They even worshiped the
Lord. But, their worship, Jesus said,
was vain because they were teaching
the doctrines of men.

Though true worship has been
conducted by faithful Christians for
many years, yet there are those
today who do not seem to know the
“what” or the “how”. Worship, as a
result, has become a *“catch-all” for
whatever things men want to add to
it. Emotionalism has become so
rampant among some religious
groups that the people of God are
becoming tainted with it. Shouting,
clapping, waving hands, (even
tongue-speaking with some) are
having an impact upon the church.
When this emotional outpouring is
not taking place, some decide that
the worship is lacking in spirit
(excitement, which they deem
essential). The worship, they say, is
dry, dull, boring, and needs a resur-
rection.

Worship is bowing down before
God (literally and figuratively), a
recognition of God’s awesome
power and majesty. Worship is a
giving of oneself to God — an offer-
ing made by a priest of God, a
Christian. Worship is the obser-
vance and action of required ele-
ments — singing, praying, teaching,
communion (the Lord’s Supper) and
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the offering (sacrificially) of our
means. One may do some of these
things, or even all of them, without
having his spirit involved and he will
fail to worship acceptably. Every
Christian needs to be aware of this.

Worship is not just making a lot
of noise! Those who become so
involved in loud, unbecoming revel-
ry are led to think by their leaders
that they are really “having a great
meeting”. Their departures from the
truth about worship as set forth in
God’s revelation show the absurdity
of what they do. Wildly “speaking
in tongues,” mass confusion, hyster-
ics (such as that which seems to
accompany rock bands) and the like,
distracts, detracts, and destroys the
very spirit of worship. It violates the
instruction of the Lord, “Let all
things be done decently and in
order” (1 Corinthians 14:40).

From the many Scriptures found
in the Bible about worship, it can be
clearly seen that worship is to be
directed toward God; it is to be
devout; it is to be reverent; it is to be
according to the truth; it is to be
offered from the depths of one’s
being (spirit), motivated by faith and
love, and unmixed with the false
ideas or mysticism of men. It is for
the praise of God, not for the enter-
tainment of the worshiper. ]

Charles E. Cobb is the editor of
Tennessee Valley Christian, and he
lives in Scottsboro, Alabama, USA.
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the Lord", is found throughout the Old and New Testaments in reference to
worship, and it indicates a point of focus in worship.

God’s people in the Scriptures have always had designated times to
meet together to focus upon prayer and praise to the Lord. Though we
greatly encourage each other in designated times of worship, it comes from
a common effort to unite and sing and pray to the Lord, not to praise each
other. In that designated time to give praise to the Lord, applause for each
other becomes a distraction.

Some activities, such as eating meals together, are important for the
growth of the body (Acts 2:46). However, they are completely out of place
in the time that is dedicated for worship to the Lord (I Corinthians 11:22,
34). The same thing is true of applause for birthday celebrants, preachers,
mothers, fathers, grandparents, etc. While appropriate and stimulating in
some settings, it is out of place when we have come together for the purpose
of focusing on worship to the Lord.

CLAPPING TO SHOW APPROVAL DURING
PREACHING

Dave Miller quotes from the Encyclopedia Britannica in his book,
Piloting the Straits, page 238:

“When Christianity became fashionable the customs of the theater were
transferred to the churches. Paul of Samosata encouraged the congregation
to applaud his preaching by waving linen cloths. Applause of the rhetoric of
popular preachers became an established custom destined to disappear under
the influence of a more reverent spirit.”

it should be obvious that applause has historically been associated with
show business rather than praising God. In our entertainment-obsessed cul-
ture, it seems that Christians should want to disassociate themselves from
that worldly current rather than move towards it.

Both the Old and New Testaments employ the same word, “Amen” to
describe how God’s followers express their approval of the message. It
originally meant “firm” and came to mean “so it is, so be it” (Thayer, p.
32). While applause tends to focus attention on a performer or a speaker,
saying “Amen” focuses on the truth of the message.

Instead of expressing ourselves in a way not found in the New
Testament, but associated more often with theater and show business,
Christians should express themselves in the ancient, time-proven method
that all acknowledge to have God's approval. “Let all the people say.

42



WORSHIP

Amen!” (Psalm 106:48; I Corinthians 14:16). Sermons and prayers need to
be filled with enthusiastic yet orderly “Amens”, not with applause. This
form of expression is found in Scripture, focuses on the message, is associ-
ated with the praise of God, and is unquestionably right. The other is not
found in the New Testament Scriptures, tends to focus on the speaker, is
associated with show business, and is highly questionable and distracting.

APPLAUSE AT BAPTISMS

One brother has stated sincerely to me, “How often have baptisms been
announced in churches, and such announcements have been met with silent
smiles. Souls have been wrested from Satan’s grasp — from the dominion
of Satan to the dominion of God — saved for eternity. Yet, a church of 400
sits silent at such an announcement. Then they go home and raise the rafters
with cheering and applause every time their football team scores!
Unrestrained celebration when their football team is “saved”, but quietness
when the announcement is made of newborn babes in Christ in their midst.
Isn’t there something seriously wrong here?”

Though a distinction should be made between the hysteria of a football
game and the spiritual joy of Christians, the brother does make a valid point-
— that brethren are usually too reserved when witnessing a spiritual tri-
umph. And yet, is clapping the best way to express that joy? Should bap-
tisms be accompanied by drum rolls, cheers, or other forms of celebration
seen at ball games?

The fact that an occasion of baptism may not necessarily be considered
worship gives me pause in my objections to accompanying clapping.
Perhaps such a response at a victorious spiritual event might be considered a
matter of judgment. However, because baptisms often take place within a
designated period of worship, the danger that such applause could easily
move into the worship services for the Lord make me prefer that announce-
ments of baptisms be met with enthusiastic songs of praise, either directed
or spontaneous, and with other expressions of thanksgiving, the type of
praise God has specifically requested (Hebrews 13:15). Anything more than
this is unauthorized in the New Testament. g

Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with
praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His name (Psalm 100:4).
| will sing of mercy and justice; To You, O LORD, | will sing

praises. | will behave wisely in a perfect way (Psalm 101:1,2).
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BONES! The valley was full
of bones! As far as the eye could
see — disconnected, dry human
bones! Gloom and helplessness
hovered over this ghastly sight.
“Death Valley” would have been an
appropriate name for this gruesome
place.

and you shall live. I will put sinews
on you and bring flesh upon you,
cover you with skin and put breath
in you: and you shall live. Then you
shall know that I am the Lord’"
(verse 4-6). Ezekiel prophesied
(preached) over these bones with
phenomenal results.

Tae Visioy oF DRy Bones

Jerry L. Davidson

The hand of the Lord led Ezekiel
to survey the morbid and depressing
scene. The young preacher must
have been both startled and speech-
less at what he saw, but the silence
was broken when the Lord said to
him, “Son of man, can these bones
live? " (Ezekiel 37:3). The question
was surely as shocking as the scene
itself. How could Ezekiel answer
such a question? Nothing but help-
lessness was in the air, but the
prophet did finally manage to utter
the words: “O Lord God, you know. "

The Lord then gave this young
preacher what must have seemed to
be an insurmountable task. He told
him, “Prophesy to these bones. and
say to them, ‘O dry bones, hear the
word of the Lord!" Thus says the
Lord God to these bones: ‘Surely 1
will cause breath to enter into you,
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The picture is really this: here
was a vision of God’s sinful, rebel-
lious, unfaithful people who were
now spiritually dead. Could lIsrael
ever live again as a nation?

God’s people were crushed and
carried away into Babylon where
they remained for seventy years.
The Jewish nation essentially died,
but the stench of death would be
replaced with new life and opti-
mism. The remnant was released
from captivity and was able to even-
tually return home and to new life
under the leadership of Zerubbabel,
Nehemiah, and Ezra. What do we
see in this lesson for us today?

Sin Is Lethal

Sin is the deadly enemy of the
soul. The prophet Ezekiel said, “The
soul who sins shall die” (Ezekiel
18:20a). Paul wrote, “The wages of
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Jesus warned about “wolves” that endan-
gered His sheep. Paul repeated this warning.
The problem in heeding such words is in recog-
nizing these “wolves™. Let us consider the facts
in the case (Acts 20:29-31).

Recognizing and

Resisting Wolves

Ardron Hinton

First, we need to realize that not all who teach and practice false doc-
trines are “wolves” — in the Lord’s estimation. Some are misled themselves.
Like Apollos, these need correction (Acts 18:24-26). Their sincerity and
good intentions will not transform their mistaken ideas into biblical truth.

Next we must face the fact that real “wolves™ will appear to be sheep.
They will not label themselves as what they actually are. Their intentions
will be deceptively disguised or carefully hidden. In general, what can we
do in confronting and resisting these predators?

First, we can test them by the Scriptures, especially what they teach and
advocate. A “wolf” will twist truth to serve his purposes (2 Peter 3:16), so
caution is advised.

Then, we can be alert to indications of desire for power and the control
of others. Diotrophes (3 John 9) was not the last of his kind.

Finally, we can notice the “fruit” the person’s life produces. Evil ways
will produce evil “fruit” sooner or later (Matthew 7:15-20).

Specific Steps
Listen to what is said and check it carefully.
Watch what is done. *Actions speak louder than words."
Notice the results and effects (“fruit™), and don’t be misled.
Apply common sense to issues. Truth is reasonable.
Strengthen your own faith. [t is your “shield”.
Master the use of Scripture. 1t is your “sword™.
Devclop your serving skills. You will need them. T

NoYE W

Ardran Hinton works with the Lord's church in Roosevelt, Oklahoma, USA.
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Go into all the world

In the beginning God created
For God so loved the world
He who believes and is
There is no other name under
heaven given among men

I am the way, the truth,

and the life.

If you love Me,

Let not your heart be troubled;
In the beginning was

the Word,

There is one body and

one Spirit,

Be faithful until death,

And now why are you
waiting? Arise and

For unto you is born this day
in the city of David a
Saviour, which is
Seek, and you will find;
knock, and it will be

Come to Me, all you who
labor and are heavy laden,
and I will

++. Draw a line to match...

A. and 1 will give you the crown
of life (Revelation 2:10).

B. keep My commandments
(John 14:15).

C. by which we must be saved
(Acts 4:12).

D. and preach the gospel to
every creature (Mark 16:15).

E. No one comes to the Father
except through Me (John 14:6).

F. be baptized, and wash away
your sins (Acts 22:16).

G. the heavens and the earth
(Genesis 1:1).

H. and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. (John I:1).

I. that He gave His only begot-
ten Son (John 3:16).

J. just as you were called in one
hope of your calling (Eph 4:4).

K. baptized will be saved (Mark
16:16).

L. you believe in God, believe
also in Me.(John 14:1).

M. opened to you (Matthew 7:7).
N. give yourest (Matt. 11:28).
O. Christ the Lord (Luke 2:11).

i
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Grace — everything God has donc to redeem mankind.
Promise of the redeemer.
Death of Jesus on the cross.
Giving of the plan of salvation.
Preservation of the Bible.
Sending of the apostles out into the world.
Includes God's providence.

OB~

Faith — everything man must do for his salvation.
Believe in God.
Turn away from sin.
Believe in Jesus as the divine son of God.
Confess faith in Him.
Be baptized as an act of faith.
6. Be faithful unto death.
Noah is a good example of being saved by grace through faith.
Genesis 6:8 — Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. So God in His
mercy told Noah what to do — build an ark. It was a huge job, but he did it
exactly as God asked.
Hebrews 11:7 — Noah prepared the ark with godly fear, and it was called
faithfulness.

MISUNDERSTANDING 6: Baptism is only a figure of our salvation,
signifying we have been saved (1 Peter 3:21).

1 Peter 3:21 Does not say baptism is a figure, but a “like” figure. Just
like the flood waters saved Noah, “Baptism saves us”.

MISUNDERSTANDING 7: In Mark 16:16 Jesus does NOT say, “He
that believeth not and is baptized not shall be condemned.” Only the
unbclievers are condemned.
Parallels: Digestion example:

1. He that eateth and digesteth shall be filled, but he that eateth not
shall be hungry. (If one does not eat, he certainly won’t digest.)
Car Dealer Example

2. He that believeth and is baptized shall receive a new automobile,
but he that believeth not shall be rejected. If you refuse to be baptized, is
the dealer obligated to give the automobile? NO. You didn't meet both the
conditions. ¢

From John Mark Wilson's book, The Secret to Waking Up the Pew Potatoes,
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ow do you measure up?

Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest
your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at
the revelation of Jesus Christ; as obedient children, not con-
forming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance;
but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your
\, conduct, because it is written, “Be holy, for | am holy.”

\ And if you call on the Father, who without partiality
at] judges according to each one's work, conduct your-
selves throughout the time of your stay here in fear;
\ knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible
things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct
received by tradition from your fathers, but with the pre-
cious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and

without spot.
He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of
the world, but was manifest in these last times for
s you who through Him believe in God, who raised
~ Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that
your faith and hope are in God.

Since you have purified your souls in obeying
the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the
brethren, love one another fervently with a pure
heart, having been born again, not of corrupt-
ible seed but incorruptible, through the
word of God which lives and abides

\ forever.
1 Peter 1:13-23
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e 2 Timothy 3:24-26 "... A ser-
vant of the Lord must not quarrel,
bur be gentle to all. able to teach.
patient, in humility correcting those
who are in opposition, if God per-
haps will grant them repemance, so
thar they may know the truth. and
that they may come 1o their senses
and escape the snare of the devil,
having been taken captive by him to
do his will.”

e 2 Timothy 3:16,17 “All scrip-
ture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof. for correction, for instruc-
tion in righteousness, that the man
of God may be complete, thoroughly
equipped for every good work.”

Déd ?m ZW. roe ?

Those who desire to be
approved of God must study, learn,
and apply the Word. However, in 2
Timothy, the person approved of
God is called a worker. We are to
do God’s work. The Gospel is to be
taught to all men everywhere
(Matthew 28:18-20). This can be
done only by those willing to work
and know God’s Word.

To reach hcaven we must be
approved of God, which means we
must study. Study brings knowl-
edge, understanding, faith, and the
ability to obey. i 4
Wayne Barrier lives in Florence,
Alabama, USA, and is involved with

the World Evangelism team in taking
the Gospel throughout the world.

“Aaccdrnig to rseearch at. Amabrigde Uinervtisy, it deosn’t

mitaer in what oredr the ltteets in'a wrod are, the olny filing is
taht the frist and Isat Itteer be at the rghit pclae. The rsetcan be a
ttoal mses and you can sitll taed it wouthit a porblem. Tihs is
beuseae the huamn mnid deos not raed ervey Iteter by istlef, but
the wrod as a wlohe.”

Many people mistakenly think the same holds true of
reading God’s Word, that the order and details are not
important, that a verse here and there gives one sufficient
knowledge to please God. However, Jesus said; Man shall
not live by bread alone, but by EVERY WORD that proceeds
from the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4). We cannot rearrange
any of the requirements or commands to suit ourselves, or
to conform to some religious doctrine created by man, and
still correctly “spell” the salvation of our souls before God.
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Now That
| Am 4
Christian

Tim Childs

Now that | have
“tasted that the Lord is
gracious,” 1| will
intensely crave “the sin-
cere milk of the word”so
I may continue to grow
spiritually (1 Peter
2:2,3; Matthew 5:6). 1
must remember that
when | am young and
weak in the faith, I am in
a vulnerable stage of my
development. Satan wants to steal the Word out of my heart, or otherwise
render me unable to produce fruit for God (cf. Matthew 13:18-23). Jesus
said, “Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be
my disciples” (John 15:8). | must remember it is the Word of God that
brought me to this point, and it is the Word of God that will move me along
in my spiritual development and fortify my faith (2 Timothy 3:14-17).

Now that I have learned of God’s love for me, I want to love Him
back and prove my love for Him (John 3:16; 1 John 4:19). 1 am able to
demonstrate my love for God by drawing nearer to Him, as James instructs
his readers to do in his epistle (James 4:8). Further, | will seek God’s coun-
sel, walk in it, and obey His Son (John 14:15), whom He has made Lord
(Acts 2:36), and the Head of the church (Ephesians 1:22,23). [ will not be
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deceived by satisfaction in hearing
only. I will be a doer of the Word
(James 1:22).

Now that 1 am washed, sane-
tified, and justified through Jesus’
blood in His offering of Himself, I
will no longer engage in any
works of the flesh such as fornica-
tion, adultery, or homosexuality (1
Corinthians 6:9-11). Since [ have
been bought with a price, I do not
own myself. 1 now belong to God (1
Corinthians 6:15-20). | must refuse
any temptation to abuse God’s grace
by continuing in a lifestyle of sin. I
am now dead to sin, but alive to
God’s power of righteousness
(Romans 6:1,2). Any sin or work of
the flesh that keeps me from being
solely under the power and influence
of Jesus Christ is something 1 must
put away from self. This also
includes beverage alcohol and illegal
substances. Through the Gospel,
God will empower me to overcome
all forms of evil and vice so that sin
no more has dominion over me
(Romans 6:14).

Now that I have learned that
my sins put Jesus on the cross, I
will not crucify him over and ever
again, and put him to shame
(Hebrews 6:6; Isaiah 53:6).

Now that 1 know God has
revealed Himself not only through
nature, but through the Holy
Scriptures and that He alone is
worthy of praise and honor, I will
assemble together with God’s chil-
dren upon the first day of the week
to worship him “in spirit and in
truth” (John 4:24; Hebrews 10:25).
I will worship him in view of the fact
that He seeks true worshippers and
with a knowledge that we tend to
become like that which we worship.

Now that I know that Heaven
awaits those who love God, who
befriend His Son and obey Him in
truth and righteousness, I will fol-
low Him in fighting the good fight
of faith every day of my life. 1 will
pursue Heaven’s gate with vigor
(Hebrews 11:10). i

Tim Chllds, a preacher of the Gospel,
lives in Baldwin, Mississippl, USA.

Or do you not know that your body is the temple
of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have
from God, and you are not your own? For you

were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in
your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.
(1 Corinthians 6:19,20)
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Mike Benson

Lead

Confession time (James 5:16).
There have been periods during my
forty-three-year sojourn that [ have
experienced a certain apprehension
about the future (Mark 9:24). As
much as [ hate to admit it, I’ve not
always taken the “Christian per-
spective” in regard to my days
(Psalms 90:12). “Fearful” — Yes;
“faithful” — No.

I have occasionally fantasized
about how much easier and nicer life
would be if (dare I say it?) if I wield-
ed control over the future. If 1, in
some God-like fashion, could keep
tomorrow and all its attendant cir-
cumstances under my tight supervi-
sion. [ would manage my surround-
ings — controlling where I live,
how 1 live (i.e,, my standard of liv-
ing), what I buy, where | go, what
happens to me, etc. (Did you notice
all of those personal pronouns)? My
life-text would read, “And Mike
said...”, and it would be so (cf.
Genesis 1). Life would be according
to my script — with no anxiety, no
uncertainty, no trepidation.

Well, experience has been some-
thing of a “tutor”. Newspaper head-
lines and untimely events continue to
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remind me that physical security is
fleeting at best and subject to fluctua-
tion (Job 1:13-2:7; 2 Corinthians
11:23-27). I'm not in control of
tomorrow, nor will I ever be. Mike is
Mike; God is God — and each of us
has different roles and functions —
mine is to learn faith and trust
(Matthew 14:31; Hebrews 11:6a);
God’s is to oversee and determine
my days (Daniel 4:35). Doug
Sherman, in Keeping Your Head
Up When Your Job’s Got You
Down, p. 108 explains it like this:
“Imagine two fight-type aircraft
three feet apart in tight formation
through a wide range of maneuvers.
Perhaps you have seen the Thun-
derbirds do this at five hundred
miles an hour. Now picture the
return to base for landing. These
aircraft can fly in tight formation all
the way to touchdown. When the
weather is poor, landing becomes a
little ‘hairy’.” Let me explain.
“These two aircraft in the
clouds have about twenty feet of vis-
ibility. They fly very close, and the
lead pilot just looks at his instru-
ments. The number two pilot just
looks at lead. When they approach
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classes, Gospel meetings and the
many other opportunities to feed on
the Word of God, we are setting
ourselves up for “spiritual heart dis-
ease.”

Unfavorable environmental fac-
tors can affect our physical hearts.
Our spiritual hearts are affected
when we allow ourselves to become
involved in activities and around
individuals that encourage us to for-
get God. Continued association
with individuals who fail to
acknowledge and who curse the one
true God, view pornography, use
vulgar language, and practice
immoralities will eat away the
armor that is to protect our spiritual
heart (Ephesians 6:11-18).

Likewise, abnormal conditions
will affect both the physical and the
spiritual hearts. The continual bom-
bardment of the eyes and ears with
pornography, vulgar language, sex-
ual activities, and other immoralities
through movies, television, radio,
internet, magazines, etc. will desen-
sitize our spiritual hearts, pulling us
away from God’s way of life.

Just as an infection in the phys-
ical body can affect the heart, the
infection of sin can affect the spiri-
tual heart. Sin, for which we do not
repent, can weigh on our spiritual
heart, separating us from God
(Isaiah 59:1-3).

There are many symptoms and
indications of physical heart dis-
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case. Likewise, there are symptoms
of spiritual heart disease. The most
noticeable is choosing to spend
more time with people of the world
who pull us away from God than
with Christians who will uplift and
encourage us to serve God. Jesus
stated in Matthew 6:21, “For where
your treasure is, there will your
heart be also.” Jesus went on to
explain that we cannot be faithful
and loyal to God and the devil at the
same time (Matthew 6:24). God
wants our whole heart, not a part of
it (Psalm 119:2). Our words and
our actions are the outward expres-
sion of what is in our spiritual hearts
(Matthew 12:33-36). What is the
condition of your heart?

Many times, the physical heart
is permanently damaged through
disease or heart attack. This is not
true with the spiritual heart. God
can heal and restore the spiritual
heart no matter how damaged it
may become through neglect and
abuse on our part. If we will obey
the Gospel through baptism, ask
God to forgive us of any sin com-
mitted after baptism, and make a
renewed effort to study the Bible,
applying it to our lives, God will
make our Bible hearts free from
spiritual disease and defect. T

Bonnie Rushmore is a staff writer for
Voice of Truth International, labors
daily with World Evangelism, and
lives in Winona, Mississippi, USA.
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We are all familiar with death.
We also know the sadness and grief
associated with the loss of a dear
loved one in this life. We must
never forget that Ged is concerned
with our sorrow. [n John 11:35 we
find the shortest verse in the Bible
which simply says, “Jesus wept". In
only two words, tremendous mean-
ing is conveyed.

This one verse shows the
humanity of our Lord in a very ten-
der way. Sometimes we wonder
why He was weeping when He
knew that Lazarus would live again
very shortly. Most likely Jesus, as
God in the flesh, wept out of a sym-
pathetic heart for the sadness in the
hearts of those He loved. This is in
contrast to the pagan conception of
gods who are not touched with the
feelings and infirmities of man.
These gods may weep for them-
selves, but in the legends they never
weep for man, nor do they sympa-
thize with man. This verse should
clearly remind us that our God still
cares for us even in the greatest of
tragedies.

I believe that a more important
point needs to be made along this
line. We normally think that the

WHAT MAKES GOD CRY?
Jerry Bates
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greatest loss and the greatest grief
that can be experienced by man is
the loss of a loved one due to death.
1 agree that indeed it is a deep loss,
and it is right and proper that we
mourn and weep over the death of a
loved one, just as Jesus and Mary
and Martha wept over Lazarus.

While we see Jesus weeping
over the death of Lazarus, the word
in Greek is not the one used to
describe the strongest kind of weep-
ing. In the Greek, the word translat-
ed “wept” in John 11:35 means to
shed tears or to weep silently. Thus
we see that Jesus’ crying was not
the loud wailing that we often asso-
ciate with death.

There is a another word that
means to sob aloud. This is the
strongest word for weeping in the
Greek language and is used only
one time in regard to our Lord. It is
found in Luke 19:41: “Now as he
drew near, He saw the city and wept
over it." On this occasion Jesus
was descending from the Mount of
Olives from which there is a mag-
nificent view of the whole city of
Jerusalem. He knew what was
going to happen 10 the city, but He
also knew that the tragic destruction
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was unnecessary. The Jews could
have been saved if they had only
turned to Him and to God, but they
refused. Even while Jesus was
speaking these words, the religious
leaders were looking for a way to
kill Him without arousing the anger

over a polluted world. Tears were
streaming down his face as he
viewed the mess mankind had
made. | imagine a similar scene in
this passage in Matthew. We can
see the tears in Jesus’ eyes and hear
the pain in His voice as He utters
those words and views the sinful

of the people.

As the commentator William
Barclay aptly wrote, “The tears of
Jesus are the tears of God when He
seces the needless pain and suffering
in which men involve themselves
through their foolish rebellion
against His will.” The significant
point of this is that while God is
concerned with any grief of His
people, it seems that He is most
deeply grieved for their spiritual
loss and their needless suffering.

[ especially appreciate the pic-
turesque language used in Mat-
thew's account of this occasion. He
wrote in 23:37, O Jerusalem,
Jerusalem, the one who kills the
prophets and stones those who are
sent to her! How often I wanted 1o
gather your children together, as a
hen gathers her chicks under her
wings, but you were not willing!"

There used to be a TV commer-
cial depicting a Native American
Indian sitting on a horse, looking

and spiritually polluted city of
Jerusalem.

The greatest loss of man is not
physical death or destruction, but the
loss of our souls. God sent His Son
to prevent that, but far too often men
today are like the people of
Jerusalem in the long ago. They can
be saved, but they are not willing.

We grieve deeply over the loss
of a family member or material pos-
sessions but seem to care little about
the possible condemnation of our
souls. That is a loss which undoubt-
edly grieves God beyond our com-
prehension, and what makes the loss
even more tragic is the fact that it is
unnecessary. It does not have to
happen if man will simply turn to
Jesus and His Word. Will you not
decide to obey Him today? T

Jerry Bates is a preacher of the Gos-
rel, working with the World Evange-
ism program and living in Winona,
Mississippi, USA.
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‘“YWhat Goes
Around Comes

Axryound”
Roy Beasley

You have heard the old saying,
“What goes around comes around.”
Also, there is the familiar warning:
“Chickens come home to roost.”
Sadly, most of us can attest to the
truthfulness of these statements by
our own human experience. Life
does have a way of paying us back
for the wrongs we commit.

This was certainly true in the
life of Jacob. The name Jacob
means “supplanter” or “trickster” or
“schemer”. By all evidence he lived
up to that name. Esau, his twin
brother, complained to his father
Isaac: “Is not he rightly named
Jacob? For he hath supplanted me
these two times: he took away my
birthright; and, behold, now he hath
taken away my blessing” (Genesis
27:36).

Jacob cheated his brother Esau.
However, Esau was not blameless.
He is described as a “profane” per-
son who did not appreciate his
birthright. But, Jacob was sly and
cunning. He took advantage of
Esau. Later on, in the land of Padan
Aram, Laban took advantage of
Jacob. Jacob worked seven years
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for the hand of Rachel in marriage,
but Laban put one over on him. He
gave him Leah instead, and Jacob
had to work another seven years for
Rachel. Jacob complained to
Rachel that her father “hath
deceived me, and changed my
wages ten times..." (Genesis 31:7).
“What goes around comes around.”

Jacob conspired with his moth-
er to deceive Isaac when his father
was old and nearly blind. In later
years, when Jacob was old, his sons
deceived him about the death of his
favorite son, Joseph. They did not
have to say anything. All they had
to do was to take Joseph’s coat of
many colors and dip it in blood and
show it to their father and let his
imagination go from there. “What
goes around comes around.”

Jacob and his mother used the
skin of a goat to deceive his father
Isaac. Jacob’s sons used the blood
of a goat when they deceived him
into believing that his son Joseph
was dead. “What goes around
comes around.”

This principle is taught in
God’s Word, the Bible. Galatians
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6:7 says: “Be not deceived; God is
not mocked: for whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap. For
he that soweth to the Spirit shall of
the Spirit reap life everlasting.”
The context shows that Paul was
speaking of the use of our material
wealth, but the principle applies to
all of life. We shall surely reap as
we have sown, not only in eternity,
but in this life as well. “What goes
around comes around.”

In the great Sermon on the
Mount Jesus said, “Judge not, that
ye be not judged. For with what
judgment ye judge, ye shall be
Judged: and with what measure ye
mete, it shall be measured to you
again’ (Matthew 7:1,2).

Here Jesus refers to harsh,
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unkind judgments of others. This
would include jumping to conclu-
sions without enough evidence. It
would involve placing the worst
kind of interpretation upon facts at
hand. It is the failure to give any-
one the benefit of the doubt. It is to
be hasty in pronouncing the guilty
sentence. Jesus says that if we man-
ifest such an unloving attitude
toward others, we shall reccive the
same kind of judgments. He is not
speaking of the final judgment here,
but he is saying that this is the kind
of judgment we will receive from
our fellow man. “What goes around
comes around.” ¢

Roy Beasley is Executive Director of
Restoration Radio Network in
Nashville, Tennessee, USA.
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Wheat Lack | Yei?

Ron Boatwright

A young man came running to
Jesus and said, “Good Master, what
good thing shall I do that 1 may have
eternal life?” (Matthew 19:16).
Jesus said to him, “But if you want
to enter life, keep the command-
ments" (Matthew 19:17). The young
man said, “All these things I have
kept from my youth up. What lack 1
yet?” We need to ask ourselves the
same question, “What lack | yet?” so
we can be sure of going to Heaven.

We are told to “Examine your-
selves as to whether you are in the
faith. Test yourselves” (2 Corinthi-
ans 13:5). We need to look at our
lives and try to see where we are
lacking and need improvement.
What can we do to be more pleasing
to the Lord? We are told, “There-
fore, brethren, be even more dili-
gent to make your call and election
sure” (2 Peter 1:10). Any sin of
which we will not repent will cause
us to be eternally lost. Jesus says,
“Unless you repent you will all like-
wise perish” (Luke 13:3).

We need to beware of the false
teaching of “once saved, always
saved”. This is a lie of Satan who
wants us to be lost. He doesn’t want
us to ask ourselves, “What lack |
yet?” We are warned, “Thercfore let
him who thinks he stands take heed
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lest he fall” (1 Corinthians 10:12).
In addition, we are warned to “be-
ware lest you fall from your own
steadfastess” (2 Peter 3:17). Let’s
not let Satan lure us into complacen-
cy. Jesus has promised, “Be faithful
until death and I will give you the
crown of life” (Revelation 2:10).

To be strong, we must regularly
feed ourselves on God’s spiritual
Word, the Bible. We are to
“receive with meekness the implant-
ed word, which is able to save your
souls” (James 1:22,23). And
“desire the pure milk of the word,
that you may grow thereby” (1
Peter 2:2). Studying His Word will
help us to have a strong faith to pro-
tect ourselves because we know
that, “faith comes by hearing and
hearing by the word of God"
(Romans 10:17).

We must concentrate on what
we must do to inherit eternal life.
And in doing this, “Let us therefore
be diligent to enter that rest, lest
anyone fall according to the same
example of disobedience” (Hebrews
4:11).

We need 10 look seriously at our
own lives, to recognize any mistakes
we are making that could keep us out
of Heaven. We need to ask our-
selves, “What lack I yet?” ki
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WHO SAID “LORD”?

Paula Bates
"Lord, we know not whither Thou goest, and how
can we know the way?"
""Lord, show us the Father, and it sufficeth us."

"Lord, why cannot I follow thee now? I will lay
down my life for Thy sake."

"Lord, I believe that Thou art the Christ, the Son
of God which should come into the world."

John 6:68 "Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words
of eternal life."
John 14:22 "Lord, how is it that Thou wilt manifest Thyself
unto us, and not unto the world?"
John 20:28 "My Lord & my God."
John 21:25 "Lord, Thou knowest that I love Thee."
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*“Train Up a Child”

Lewis G. Hale

“Train up a child in the way he
should go: and when he is old. he
will not depart from it” (Proverbs
22:6). This is a very familiar scrip-
ture and is often used to prove that
some parents failed in their duty
when some of their offspring goes
astray. Misconduct of a child may
mean that a parent has failed in
duty, but not always. The general
rule is that we do not depart from
our training. Any other result must
be regarded as exceptional.

Parents must not discount the
value of early training. Many par-
ents excuse the lack of such mold-
ing by claiming the child is too
young for it. Of course, they brag
about how smart their children are,
and at the same time protest they are
too young to be trained in right con-
duct! A child can be very cute
while misbehaving. He may be
young, but he picks up on it quickly
when the parent or grandparent can-
not conceal his amusement at such

capers. He may not yet have
learned to 1alk or walk, but he reads
vour “body language™ quite well.

Our children are not computers
that can be programed, with the out-
put as a foregone conclusion. God
allows us to make choices, good or
bad. Sadly, we are very wilful and
often make bad choices.

Most of us see the words,
“When he is old, he will not depart
Jfrom it”, but overlook the stipula-
tion “train”. Many parents do a lot
of talking and little training. We
must fell children what they need to
know. But, we must do more. We
need to provide experiences which
put into practice what we fell them.
They need to be trained to act right
and also trained to feel right. When
our correct knowledge and our emo-
tions run parallel, we will do right.

Let’s train our children. ?

Lewis G. Hale works with the South-

west Church of Christ in Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma, USA.

U

The most beautiful sight from the pulpit is a whole family
seated together in a pew. The worship service is not a
convention to which a family should send a delegate.
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PROVERBS 17:22

My friend Charlie arrived home
from work at his usual hour of 5
p.m. and discovered that it had not
been one of his wife’s better days.
Nothing he said or did seemed to be
right.

By 7 p.m. things had not chang-
ed, so he suggested to his wife that
he go outside, pretend that he had
just gotten home, and start all over
again. His wife agreed.

He went outside, came back in,
and with a big smile, announced,
“Honey, I'm home!” “And just
where have you been?” she replied
sharply. “It’s after seven o'clock!™

Y

An old gentleman who had been
married for 65 years was asked for
his observations regarding marriage.
He thought for a moment and said,
“Well, I'd have to say that the most

87

difficult years of marriage are those
following the wedding.”

&

A mother was dropping her son
off at a friend’s house. She said to
him, “Will you be good while
Mommy’s gone?”

The boy replied, “If you give
me a dollar!

His mother shook her head and
said, “Why can’t you be good for
nothing like your father?!”

-

Here are a few Bulletin Bloopers
from a variety of churches:

¢ “Don’t let worry kill you
off....... let the church help.”

¢ “For those of you who have
children and don’t know it, we have
a nursery downstairs.”

€ “The peacemaking meeting
scheduled for today has been can-
celed due to a conflict.”

& ‘“Barbara remains in the hospi-
tal and needs blood donors for more
transfusions. She is also having
trouble sleeping. She has requested
tapes of Preacher Jim's sermons.”

¢ “Irving Benson and Jessie
Carter were married on October 24
and so ends a friendship that began
in their school days.”






CHARTS AND OUTLINES

“Consecraie Me, Lord”

1 Chronicles 29:5

E. Claude Gardner

Introduction

A. May we ask: Have [ done my best? Am [ stronger now than in the
past? Do [ know more? Have I yielded to sin? Where do [ stand
before God?

B. “Consecrate me”

1. Definition is to “set apart”. We think of “dedicate” and “sanc-
tify” (Ephesians 5:26; 2 Timothy 2:21).
2. Re-consecration.
II. Discussion
A. What spiritual conditions call for renewed consecration?
1. Sin will separate one from God (Isaiah 59:2).
a. Laxness in church attendance (Hebrews 10:25).
b. Failure to eat Lord’s Supper.
c. Misuse of the tongue (! Peter 2:1).
(1) Harshness and full
of hatred.
(2) Given to profanity.

d. Drunkenness

(1 Corinthians 6:10).

Unseemly relation with

the opposite sex (Ephe-

sians 5:3,5).

f. Dishonesty (Romans
12:17; 2 Corinthians
8:21).

(1) Failure to pay debts.
(2) Gambling; deceit

g. Indifference. “Just don't
care™; not interested;
give no thought to how

0







CHARTS AND OUTLINES

po Not Kill?  worchip God?

Be a Good Neighbor?  Kesp the Sabbath pay»

What Is the Greatest Commandment!

Love Gog?

Do Goog Worksp Do Not commit Adultery ?

Love Your Neighbor?

L

The
and

Loy Mitchell

greatest commandment is to love God with all your heart, soul
mind! “One of them, an expert in the law. tested him with this

question: ‘Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the law?’
Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest com-
mandment’" (Matthew 22:35-38).

A.
B.

C.

D.
E.

F.

A.
B.
C.

1 doubt if the Pharisees expected such an answer.

Perhaps they thought he would say, “Do not kill” or “Keep the
Sabbath™.

Maybe they thought He would say, “Do good works” or “Do not
commit adultery” or “Worship God".

Jesus went to the very heart of the matter in His beautiful answer.
His answer was good for the people in the first century and it is still
good for us today.

The greatest commandment is to Love God!

Man must show /sow he loves God.

This is not done by doing things to please men (Matthew 7:1-8).

It is not done by just talking about how much we love God.

Man shows his love by obeying God’s commandments.

1. Jesus said in John 14:15: “If you love me you will obey what I
command.”

2. Those who obey the commands of God remain in His love. “If
you obey my commands you will remain in my love. just as 1
have obeyved My Father's commands and remain in His love”
(John 15:10).
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TEXTUAL STUDIES

The Casting Out of
Satan

Maxie B. Boren

Sometime near the end of the

first century, the apostie John wrote
that “the Son of God was manifest-
ed that he might destroy the works
of the devil” (1 John 3:8b). And
what were the works of the devil?
By enticing Adam and Eve to trans-
gress God’s directive (Genesis 3),
Satan succeeded in bringing sin and
death into the world (Romans 5:12).
Yes, he led humanity into sin and
death, with all the accompanying
shame, heartache, pain, and suffer-
ing! These were his works! Let
Satan bear the full responsibility for
the misery he has caused!

But at precisely the right
moment in God’s timetable, the lov-
ing Heavenly Father sent Jesus into
the world (Galatians 4:4) to redeem
man from the curse of sin (Colos-
sians 1:14), and to make it possible
for humanity to triumph over death.
In order to accomplish this, it was
necessary for Christ to give Himself

“..the Son of God was manifested that he might destroy
the works of the devil” (1 John 3:8b).

as the atonement for the sins of
mankind (1 John 2:2; 4:9,10). One
inspired writer said concerning
Jesus, “... He has appeared to put
away sin by the sacrifice of
Himself” (Hebrews 9:26b, 10:12,
NKIV). ... that through death He
might destroy him who had the
power of death, that is. the devil... "
(Hebrews 2:14).

Thus, during His personal min-
istry, upon His triumphant entry
into Jerusalem, Jesus said, “Now is
the judgment of this world:; now
shall the ruler of this world be cast
out. And 1. if I be lifed up from the
earth, will draw all men unto me”
(John 12:31,32). Hallelujah!
“Thanks be to God for His inde-
scribable gift " (2 Corinthians 9:15
NKJV)! 1

Maxie B. Boren is a Gospel preacher
engaged In evangelistic work in
Bedford, Texas, USA.
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BIBLE CHARACTERS
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The Bible reader first meets
Gideon in Judges 6:11. Israel had
enjoyed 40 years of peace after
Deborah and Barak defeated Jaban,
the king of Canaan. Then, the peo-
ple did evil and the Lord delivered
them into the hand of Midian. The
Midianites were extremely cruel to
the Israelites, destroying their ani-
mals and crops, and the people were
starving. The persecution was so
great that they dug dens and caves
for themselves in which to hide.

Gideon, the son of Joash, was
threshing wheat, not on a threshing
floor, but in a winepress, so the
Midianites would not see him.
Suddenly, an angel appeared to
Gideon, proclaiming, “The Lord is
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with you, you mighty man of valor.”

This statement puzzled the
man. “If the Lord is with us, why
has all this happened?”

The angel explained that it was
because Israel had disobeyed God,
who had done so much for them.
The angel further stated that Gideon
had been chosen to save the
Israelites.

Gideon protested. "My clan is
the weakest in Manasseh and I am
the least in my father’s house.”
Gideon was doubtful and begged
the angel to wait while he prepared
a meal for him. The angel waited.
Instead of eating the food, the angel
instructed Gideon to offer it as a
sacrifice. It was consumed by fire.
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Joash, Gideon’s father, had sin-
fully built an altar to Baal and made
a wooden image beside it. Gideon
was instructed to tear it down and
burn it. Taking ten of his servants
with him, he did what the angel had
told him. Because of his fear of his
father and the people, Gideon
accomplished this at night.

Those who worshipped Baal
and the wooden idol were angry and
sought to kill the wrecker of their
shrine. Gathering armies from
many tribes, they camped on a hill-
side near Ophrah, Gideon’s home.

Again, an angel appeared to
Gideon with the directive that he was
to save Israel. Again, the Lord
promised He would be with Gid-
eon’s army and that the battle would
be won. Yet again, Gideon wanted
proof. Twice he asked for signs,
begging that God would not be angry
with him for the asking. God was
patient and gave Gideon the signs he
requested.

As the record continues,
Gideon’s greatly reduced army
scared the enemy soldiers so badly
that they killed each other with their
own swords. Those who escaped
were pursued and defeated.

The people of Israel were grate-
ful to Gideon and asked him to be
their king, followed by his sons and
grandsons; however, he refused.
“The Lord shall rule over you," he
said. Judges 8:28 tells that there
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was peace in the land during
Gideon’s life, and he died at a
“good old age”".

There are lessons that we, as
Christians today, can learn from this
biblical account. We often feel
inadequate when called upon to do
something for the Lord. No matter
what the task, if it is God’s will that
we do it, He will enable us to suc-
ceed. Even though Gideon consid-
ered himself small and weak, God
equipped him with the strength and
help that he needed.

Another point is that God is
patient with His children. If we ask
sincerely, God will make sure that
we have a clear understanding of
His will.

God reduced Gideon’s army to
300 and gave them no weapons.
Don’t you imagine it took great
faith and courage to rush the enemy
camp? Surely nobody could doubt
that God’s power had won the vic-
tory and not human effort. This is
why God often chooses the least
likely to accomplish His plan.

The next time you are faced
with a task that you feel is beyond
your capabilities, trust God. Do as
Peter did, in Matthew 14:28,29:
Jump out of the boat and start walk-
ing on the water, keeping your focus
on Jesus! ¢

Frances Parr I8 a Christian writer fiv-
Ing in Eldon, Missouri, USA.



FROM THE HEART OF ...

“AMERICA 2008”

WOULDN'T IT BE
THRILLING IF EVERY
NON - CHRISTIAN IN

YOUR COMMUNITY
COULD RECEIVE A
PERSONAL INVITA -
TION TO BECOME A
MEMBER OF THE
NEW TESTAMENT
CHURCH?

Eddie Cloer

We have to go back to 1991,
sixteen years ago, to find a time
when the churches of Christ
joined together in a nationwide
attempt to evangelize America,
the land we love. Certainly, then,
the year 2008 is a good time for
us to make a unified effort and

Truth for Today World Mission
School provides Gospel litera-
ture in fifteen languages for
national preachers and teachers
in more than 130 countries.

reach out to our beloved homeland with the Gospel. Truth for Today
World Mission School (TFTWMS), in Searcy, Arkansas, is coordinating
such an effort under the oversight of the Champions church of Christ in
Houston, Texas. As part of a global evangelism plan, “Into All the World
by 2015”, TFTWMS is spearheading a community outreach campaign in the

US, dubbed “America 2008”.
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“Into All the World by 2015” is a 10-year plan of outreach designed
to cover the earth with the basic Gospel message. The backbone of the plan
involves putting millions of evangelistic books containing New Testaments
into the hands of non-Christians, focusing on a different region of the world
each year, The book, printed for various nations under the titles Becoming
a Faithful Christian, Sccking a Better Life, and now Into the Abundant
Life, has proven to be an effective tool in the past. Nearly one million
copies of the book were widely distributed in Africa, India, Latin America,
Russia, and other sections of the world between 1999 and 2005. Here is one
response from Malawi that was
received early in 2007:

“In the name of our Saviour
Jesus Christ, it's my prayer that this
letter will find you in good time. |
have written this letter to tell you
what has happened through your
book titled Becoming a Faithful
Christian, which we have been

using here in our family even to
our friends. We only had this one
book of your books without the
cover which had been lost. But
we saw that this is the book for
this generation and we gave
this book to people in our vil-
lage from person to person.
God began to work in each
person’s life powerfully, so
that after six months, more than fifty people
were led to Christ by that book. Others also came to Christ
through their testimony. Recently we saw another Becoming a Faithful
Christian book from you with the cover which has your address on it. So
| am very glad to be able to write to you to find out whether you still print
these books, because the one we have here is now completely gone.”

The “America 2008” Challenge

This is the current challenge: for the churches of Christ across America
to join hands, as it were, and engage in an intense campaign to teach mil-
lions of people the gospel in the year 2008. These people may be seekers.
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book has been prepared for the non-Christian. When this book is given as a
. gift, a spiritual conversation may follow, identifying the secker and opening
the door to a Bible study with him or her.

The Second Phase

The second phase is the actual teaching of the good hearts that have sur-
faced from the first phase. How shall the church do this? How can we be
ready to do the teaching that will need to be done?

When someone responds positively to The Agony & Glory of the Cross,
a Bible study on how to become a Christian can immediately be scheduled. A
brief guide on how to become a Christian is included in the back of the book.
The Christian might say, “Let’s go to the last two pages of this book and talk
about the questions.” If the church member is not equipped to conduct a per-
sonal Bible study, he could arrange for the seeker to meet with another mem-
ber of the congregation who has been trained for personal evangelism.

In order for the “America 2008” plan 1o be successful, the local congre-
gation must have
members who are pre-
pared Lo give one-on-
one instruction. Truth
for Today World
Mission School has
put together a 13-
week Bible class
series entitled “Shar-
ing the Abundant
Life.” This series by lan Terry is a personal evangelism workshop on DVD.
It teaches a class on how to lead another person to Jesus, discussing the need
for evangelism that exists in the church, the qualities that a person must have
in order to be a good soul-winner, an approach that can be used to win others,
what to say and what not to say in a Bible study, how to find prospects, and
much more. Every congregation needs to have one of these classes being
taught. It is a crucial part of the plan to share the Gospel in our communities.

The approach to teaching the non-Christian that is recommended
in the DVD series is to use the book Into the Abundant Life. This book
contains 316 pages on how to become a Christian and how to live as a
Christian, plus a complete copy of the New Testament. The last four
pages of the book provide a home-Bible-study guide to help lead the
reader to Christ.
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The church member can give a
copy of Into the Abundant Life to
the person who has become interested
in salvation as a result of reading
through the book on the cross. The
discussion of this book may lead to a
continued study of the subject of sal-
vation. This book-approach to teach-
ing someone about salvation has been
very effective where it has been used.
It’s an approach that almost anyone
can use. It combines personal study
with a relational conversation with a
Christian friend -- a powerful combin-
tion.

The two phases go hand in hand.
One leads to the other: Identifying
seekers leads to teaching them. These
phases are designed to stretch over the
entire year.

What Can We Expect?

What will the book accomplish?

Wonderful opportunities will arise when members of a congregation

give The Agony & Glory of the Cross to friends, neighbors, and the people
of the community.

*

%

%

*

The person who receives a book will be impressed by the fact
that a Christian cared enough to give him this gift.

He may give local Christians an opportunity to visit with him for a
few minutes about spiritual matters.

A few pointed questions inserted into the conversation will reveal
where the contact is spiritually.

Some people will be open to a home Bible study.

Honest-hearted prospects will be found. This is not idealism; they are pre-

sent in every community. Some have just moved into town. Others have ques-
tions, are dissatisfied with what they are currently doing regarding their rela-
tionship with God, or may be disenchanted with the way they are worshiping.
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What will happen when a congregation puts into place
the DVD Bible-study series on “Sharing the Abundant Life”?

The series will inspire some Christians to prepare themselves to conduct
good home Bible studies. They will find this type of work enjoyable and
very rewarding, and may be able to lead several from the community to
Christ. Conversions will occur only if good teaching is taking place. The
prospects will have to be approached lovingly. Perhaps they will need to be
invited into the Christian’s home for a meal. They may need to be encout-
aged by the church in some way.

What will be the overall result of “America 2008”?

Every congregation will have an opportunity to grow from conversions
of people in the community. The bold and visionary congregation who cov-
ers their city or county methodically, going to every person with the mes-
sage of the cross, will identify many seekers. A team of well-prepared
home-Bible-study teachers will be able to bring some of these to Christ.
Through this effort, the church will be connecting spiritually in an important
way with the people of America. We should not expect too much, but we
must not expect too little.

The Strong Points of the Plan

This is the right time for such an outreach.

Now is the time for a united effort of the churches of Christ. In fact, a
campaign like this is overdue. This could be one of the biggest searches for
prospects that the churches of Christ have ever conducted. Should we not
all participate in it?

The message is right.

What is the heart of the gospel? Jesus died for us, and not only for us,
but also for the whole world. Paul wrote, “For I determined to know noth-
ing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2).
This book, The Agony & Glory of the Cross, says it well; and when it’s
given in a caring context, it will be regarded as a beautiful gifi. A good
impression will be made, and some basic teaching about what Jesus did for
each of us will go into the recipient’s home.

The methodology is good.

The evangelism is done, as it should be, through the local congregation,
with members being called upon to do something about leading the lost
around him or her to Jesus. Furthermore, the Bibie studies are set up within
already existing relationships. The members are asked to go first to
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prospects whom they already know and love. Research shows that this
approach is a key to the retention of those who have become Christians.

The goal is realistic.

Why can’t the churches of Christ easily contact and visit with 7,000,000
new prospects in 2008? It has been conservatively estimated that there are
1,250,000 members of the churches of Christ in America. Suppose half of
these members made a list of fifteen people whom they know who are not
Christians. Then, suppose they gave each one listed a copy of The Agony &
and lovingly asked him or her to stand with them at the foot of the cross. How
many would that be? It would be 9,375,000 people, personally contacted and
invited to become Christians during the year 2008. Yes, this goal is reachable!

The cost is minimal.

The cost of this effort to the local church will be minimal, for very little
funding will come out of the church budget. Funds are being raised to help
provide copies of The Agony & Glory of the Cross for those who want to
participate in the “America 2008” campaign but cannot provide these mate-
rials for themselves. [ndividuals or congregations who have been blessed
with the means can obtain copies of the book for the suggested donation of
$1.00 each. The church of Christ nearest to the prospect will provide Into
the Abundant Life, which is available for $1.50.

This is a key time in the history of the church.

If we do not evangelize, the church in our community may die. We
have everything to gain by engaging in this campaign. It’s extremely impor-
1ant for us to pull together, to be of one heart and soul, to go back to grass-
roots evangelism, and to do what the church has been commanded by our
Lord to do-to teach our families, our neighbors, and the world.

About Truth for Today World Mission School

For more information or to request books and materials;
please confact us at: '
“America 2008"
Truth for Today World Mission School
2209 S Benton
Searcy, AR 72143
501-268-7588
staff@alitheworld2015.org
www.alltheworld2015.org/lamerica2008
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_ Mack Lyon’'s SEARCH TV pro-
ta] SE AkCH grams are on 76 broadcast TV sta-
tions, 41 broadcast radio stations,
UF NS AY ~ 192 cable systems, and 5 satellite
T R0 EOKors MR, Tty systems (Dish, GBN, American
Life, DirecTV, and INSP. Benefit
from the lessons, support the preaching of the Gospel. Phone: 800-321-
8633; email: search@searchtv.org; Web site: www.searchtv.org,
The oldest magazine in
| the brotherhood, editor
Neil Anderson has kept
The Gospel Advocate true
to the Biblical message, with attention to current issues and needs
in the church. You will benefit greatly from its monthly infusion of
truth. Phone: 800-251-8446; Web site:www.gospeladvocate.com
Restoration Radio Network Interna- [ poctoration Radio Network
tional, led by Roy Beasley, uses short- Infor
wave radio to reach people in English, : ;
French, Philippine dialects, Spanish PO Box 111635
and Arabic, with a well-organized i iic
“Apollos Follow-Up Program”. Phone: 615 833-4771; Web
sitezwww.rrni.org. Help reach the masses through radio.

o, . ) Doctrinally sound videos are avail-

r ‘%WW%&O‘BJES"&"O[ able on thousands of subjects

8 130 Lantana Lane through World Video Bible
Bus

* Maxwell, TX 78656-4231 y .
: h\fs;\ School. These materials are used

in many Bible Training Schools in
foreign fields. Order them for your own use: support this work finan-
cially and help them make these tcols available to many who need them.
Phone: (512) 398-5211; Web site: www.wvbs.org

Apologetics Press has been the voice in =
churches of Christ for many years, speaking
clearly, loudly, and Biblically on subjects per-
taining to Creation/Evolution, the Godhead,
the inspiration of the Scriptures, and many |
other vital questions of faith. Dave Miller
has produced excellent DVDs on The Silencing of God in America and The
Quran. Phone: 800-234-8558; Web site: www.ApologeticsPress.org.













ANSWERS TO PUZZLES

Wm SM (from page 23) Bible
1. The Law and prophets. Find
2. Jesus Christ. (from
3. No. We have all sinned. page 52)
4. To be justified means to be declared righteous or |1 —D

just by God. The means of the justification is by |2 —G
the grace of God as found in Jesus Christ. 3—I
5. Jesus is our propitiation. A propitiation is the 4 —K
turning away of God’s wrath by the sacrifice of |5—C
Christ’s own blood. 6—E
6. Demonstrates God’s righteousness. It also allows |7 — B
God to continue to be just while justifying sinful |8 — L

man. 9—H
7. No one can boast about his own goodness. 10 —J
8. Faith. 1 = A
9. No group of man has a monopoly on God. God |12 —F
wants to save all men. 13—0
10. Faith. 14 — M
11. It establishes the law. 15 —N

11. All men can be saved, but only by the sacrifice
of Christ on the cross. No one can be good enough to
deserve salvation; therefore, it is only by faith that we can
be saved. However, that does not rule out all works, since
our faith must be proven by works of obedience.
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