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GobD

Perhaps you will reason that
since you cannot see God with the
naked eye, you will not believe He
exists. You can see His work,
though. 1 cannot see your brain but
I believe you have a brain by that
which you do. When I look at my
watch I can’t see its maker but |
believe it had one. As surely as
things exist, it is that sure that some-
one had to make them, whether you
ever see that person or not.

God is the brain and the life
behind the entire universe’s exis-
tence. Look at the beautiful flowers,
the heavens, a newborn baby. With
so much evidence and testimony,
how can you help but believe in an
eternal, all-powerful Being? David
said, “The heavens declare the glory
of God: and the firmament sheweth
his handiwork” (Psalm 19:1).

There is a God because the
Bible teaches that He is. It tells us
that He is a Spirit, that He is power-
ful, that He is all-seeing, all know-
ing, and that He is from everlasting
to everlasting.

God is because that is the only
logical conclusion one can reach.
To say that there is no Ged is but to
say that an impossible thing hap-
pened: that everything came into
existence from nothing, without any
cause, and without a Creator. That
would be as sensible as pointing to a
house and saying that it was not
built but suddenly one day it just

appeared, without building materi-
als or a builder; it just happened.

How can one point to evolution
as being the answer when all living
things have been the same for hun-
dreds and thousands of years? Not
long ago I visited the Cairo Mu-
seum and saw on display some
mummified monkeys, dogs, etc.
When they lived 5000 years ago they
were just monkeys and dogs, even as
there are monkeys and dogs now.
According to the theory espoused by
many, some monkeys should all
along be evolving into man, or there
should be no such thing as monkeys
today since all should have already
evolved to a higher plane. Then
what about man? Has he reached the
most perfected state or is he eventu-
ally to evolve into something greater
and better? But this is foolishness.

As you can see, the wise thing
is to accept the facts of the case and
quit relying on theories whose sole
purpose is to deny God. David pro-
claimed that only a fool would say
there is no God (Psalm 14:1).

The God of heaven is the same
God that James describes as the
giver of all blessings (James 1:17);
John said that God so loved the
world that He gave His only begot-
ten Son (John 3:16). So every way
you turn there is the Lord, His work,
His blessing, and His mercy being
bestowed upon men. Truly, He
lives. e
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birth (Philippians 2:3-8). He came
into the world to save man from his
sins. We read in John 3:16,17,
“For God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son ...
that the world through Him might
be saved.” Christ Himself said,
“For the Son of man is come 1o seek
and to save that which was lost”
(Luke 19:10).

Jesus Christ performed mira-
cles to prove that He was the Son
of God. John wrote concerning His
miracles, “And many other signs
truly did Jesus in the presence of
His disciples ... these are written
that ye might believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God ..." (John
20:30,31).

Jesus Christ died on the cross
so that all who belicve in Him
might be saved and have the hope
of eternal life. We read the words
of the apostle Paul, “Moreover,
brethren, I declare unto you the
gospel which 1 preached unto you ...
that Christ died for our sins accord-
ing to the scriptures; and that he
was buried, and that he rose again
the third day according to the scrip-
tures” (1 Corinthians 1:1-4).

Jesus Christ promised to save
the obedient in His family, which
he called “My church” (Matthew
16:18). He died for this body of
people, and all those who are
washed in His blood are saved and
added to His church. 1t is called His
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body, of which He is the Head. It is
also described as His bride, wearing
His name. (Ephesians 5:23,25; Acts
2:47; Ephesians 3:15; Acts 4:12).

Jesus Christ is the second per-
son in the Godhead (the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit)
(Matthew 28:19,20). There is one
God, one Lord (Christ), and one
Spirit (the Holy Spirit) (Ephesians
4:1-6). Because of His willingness to
die for the sins of the world, Christ
has been given all authority in heav-
en and on the earth (Matthew 28:18).
He is presently sitting at the right
hand of the Father, reigning as King
of kings and Lord of lords (1 Tim-
othy 6:15). One day He will come
again to take His people, the church,
to heaven where they will dwell
forevermore.

Jesus promised, “Let not your
heart be troubled: you believe in
God, believe also in Me. ... I go to
prepare a place for you, and if 1 go
and prepare a place for you, I will
come again and receive you to
Myself; that where | am, there you
may be also” (John 14:1-3).

Do you believe in Christ? He
warned in John 8:24, “._.if you do
not believe that I am He, you will die
in your sins."”

If we do believe in Him, we will
obey Him (Mark 16:16), if we love
Him we will obey Him (John 14:15)
and will remain faithful to Him until
death (Revelation 2:10). ¢
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California and floods in many other
parts of the USA.

But tragic events of nature are
continually happening around the
world. Scientists explain: Mud
slides occur naturally when rain
weakens the structure of a moun-
tain, releasing a muddy torrent on
whatever may be in its path.

Hurricanes and cyclones sweep
over an area when the conflicting
energy of high and low air pressure,
combined with hot and cool air
masses, create rapid spiraling move-
ment of the air over the ocean.

Tornadoes form when warm
humid air meets cold dry air in a
twisting effect over land, spinning at
speeds of 80 to 150 miles an hour.

Earthquakes are caused by the
shifting of tectonic plates along
fault lines under the earth’s surface.
This crashing movement can turn
whole villages into rubble in a mat-
ter of seconds.

Volcanoes are the result of a
build-up of heat and pressure in the
hot, molten rock deep underground
along tectonic plate lines. Magma
finally breaks through the surface,
spewing gas, steam, ash, and/or
molten lava from the rupture. If the
earthquake or the volcanic eruption
occurs in the ocean, a seismic sea
wave — a tsunami — may occur.
This natural result of massive move-
ments in the earth can create waves
as much as 35 to 200 feet higher
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than normal, crushing and mangling
everything in their path.

These terrible, catastrophic
events are the effects of what we
call the “laws of nature”. When nat-
ural conditions come together in
predictable, specified ways, we can
expect one of these powerful,
destructive results — not as a direct
act of God but because the earth’s
conditions demand it.

On the other hand, while nature
itself is responsible for these
tragedies, man is responsible for
grievous things that come about as a
result of wars, terrorism, robberies,
killings, the misuse of drugs,
hunger, polluted water, poverty,
poor eating habits, etc.

However and whatever brings
about hurt, pain, suffering, and
death, never let the thought cross
your mind, or say to yourself and to
others, that God is doing this to me.
Listen, God created you and all
human beings, and He loves you.
He doesn’t want to kill you. He
doesn’t want to hurt you or to cause
you and your loved ones to suffer.
He even gave His son to die for you
so you can be saved in this world
and in the world to come. John 3:16
says plainly, “For God so loved the
world that He gave His only begot-
ten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have
everlasting life. For God did not
send His Son into the world to con-
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THE WORD OF GOD

Even though the Bible had about 40 authors, and even though it was
written over a period of more than 1500 years, nevertheless, there is com-
plete harmony and unity throughout. It is one over-all story divided into 66
sections. It never contradicts itself. One writer does not pen one thing, and
another write just the opposite. This is one proof of its inspiration by God,
for what other book can boast of such a record?

The Bible is the only book that gives the story of the beginning of
things, of man’s creation, of the purpose of his existence, and where he shall
eventually go. This great volume not only tells of the good traits in man’s
character, but also points out the bad side, even concerning the heroes in its
pages. This, too, is evidence of God’s inspiration of the message, for where
is the man who would write openly of his own failings?

Through this book we may learn of the past, know what is expected of
us in the present, and be able to look into the future. The many prophecies
contained in it have been fulfilled. The many promises have been thus far
kept. Could there be any question that it will stand the future tests as well?

God Himself speaks through the words of the Bible. In its pages He has
revealed His Son and His will for man. He tells of the beginning of the
church and of its growth. It assures victory to all who will obey its precepts.

In speaking of the Bible in the long ago, the apostle Paul said, “A#l scrip-
ture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
Jor correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Timothy 3:16,17).
Thus, the message in these sixty-six books was given to the writers through
God’s Holy Spirit, as He directed them concerning what to write. The
Apostle Peter affirmed, “... holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the
Holy Spirit.” Being inspired of God, it is the message from God, and there-
fore it completely informs man of how he is to live in preparation for eternity.

Christ spoke of the Scripture as truth, and only the truth can make one free
(John 8:32; 17:17). Peter said that we are to speak only as the oracles of God,
that is, in harmony with the teachings of the Bible (1 Peter 4:11). Again, Paul
wrote that we are to study the Word, and Christ adds that the Scriptures are to
be searched (2 Timothy 2:15; John 5:39). And [ast, but not least, we are
warned not to add to or subtract from the Word (Revelation 22:18,19).

Yes, the Bible is the greatest and grandest book in the world. It can
bless you if you will obey it or it will curse you if you neglect it or oppose it.
Study its contents, respect it, love it, and obey it, and it will prove to be a
blessing to you, both in this life and in the world to come. @
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THE WORD OF GOD

Rightly Dividing the Word

Many become confused when they read the Bible because they may open
it to any book, chapter, and verse, and think that the Lord is personally speak-
ing to them. In doing this, they may conclude that God would want them to
build an ark, offer animal sacrifices, or go to Jerusalem once a year to worship.
Others are convinced that they are to worship on the Sabbath Day, give tithes
of their income, and keep the “Ten Commandments™. Of course, their problem
is that they are not rightly dividing the Word.

17



THE WORD OF GOD

The Apostle Paul said, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a work-
man that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2
Timothy 2:15). If one is to know God’s will, it is a must to study His Word,
but one may study the Bible and still be confused and not know what to do.
As Paul said, the key is to rightly divide the Word. But what does he mean?

We must realize that the Bible was written over a period of about fifteen
hundred years! Surely, not all of it was written and directed to you and me —
and it was not. So, let’s look into this matter of “rightly dividing”.

To begin with, the word “Bible” means “the Book” or “the book of
books”. The Bible actually consists of 66 separate books, grouped into two
major divisions, the “Old Testament” and the “New Testament”. There are 39
books in the Old Testament, covering two major periods of time. The first
period is called the “Patriarchal Age”, beginning with Adam and Eve and con-
tinuing to the time of Moses, about twenty-five hundred years. During this
period of time God spoke directly to the fathers of the households of those
who were obedient to Him. There was no written law from God. The history
of this “age” is to be found in the book of Genesis.

The second peried is called the “Mosaic” or “Mosaical Age”. It covers
some 1500 years, dating from Moses to the death of Christ. This was the time
in which God’s people — the nation of Israel, the descendants of Abraham —
were governed by the written law that God gave through Moses. The reason
for choosing those people, and for giving the law itself, was to prepare the
stage for the birth of the Son of God.

The third and final period of time is called the “Christian Age”, dating
from the death of Christ and the beginning of His spiritual family, the church,
as recorded in the second chapter of the book of Acts. This age will continue
until His return, when time will end and He will receive the church into that
eternal world which He has gone to prepare (John 14:1-3).

Now it’s obvious that we didn’t live in the Patriarchal Age, or under the
Law of Moses that ended with the death of Christ. Only one period of time, or
age, remains — the Christian Age, under the Law of Christ — so that is the age
in which we live, and the law which we must keep.

Since we are not living in the Patriarchal Period or during the Mosaical
Age, those laws do not apply to us! Isn’t that logical? Of course it is. So, we
read the Old Testament for its example and history, and we learn much that is
valuable to us (Romans 15:4). But Ged does not expect us to obey those laws.

To this point, we have “rightly divided the Word”. Now, since we live in
the Christian Age, it is logical that we are expected to obey the law of Christ.



THE WORD OF GOD

We don’t have to worry about offering animal sacrifices or building an ark —
those were commands to other people in other times! But our responsibility is
to the Law of Christ onfy! Isn’t that simple?

A series of logical questions will help us to rightly divide the New
Testament. First, who is the speaker? Is it God, Satan, some Bible character,
or some other person? Second, to whom is he speaking? To the unbeliever,
to Christians, to people in general, or to some specific person? Third, when
was it spoken? Did it apply only to the situation of the infant church (as in the
case of the use of miracles to confirm the spoken word), or to all of the
Christian Age? Fourth, why was it spoken? Was God wanting to reveal
some specific truth or guidelines, for a particular age or situation or person?

Surely by now you are beginning to discover if God is speaking to you
through His word, or if the message is to someone else. Answering these
questions should enable you to know what God wants you to do, how to do it,
and when to do it.

To help you in your study, you can get a Bible Dictionary to define words,
a Bible Concordance to list more — or even all — of the verses on the subject
you are studying; you can get commentaries and other books and materials that
discuss the subjects and Scriptures under consideration.

Now, when you read and study the Bible, keeping all of these things in
mind, you will find it much easier to understand God’s Word. As you study,
you must be prayerful that you will hunger for the truth, and that you will
accept that truth as you learn it, no matter what it costs you.

Another thing to keep in mind is that Satan and his workers will put all
kinds of stumbling blocks in the way, to blind you, to deceive you, to make you
think it is too difficult to learn God’s will. Don’t allow him to do that! He will
try to have you believe that everyone reads the Bible differently, and whatever
you “believe” is all right. But 2 Peter 1:20 says that we cannot have a “private”
interpretation of Scripture. Rightly divided and understood, its message is the
same for everyone.

In the Bible, our Lord has revealed Himself to the world, telling of His
coming, of His life, and of His death, burial, and resurrection. The Gospel is
the good news of salvation for those who will believe in God, repent of their
sins, confess Christ as the Son of God, and are baptized. The New Testament
tells of the church, the spiritual body of Christ and how the Lord saves those
who obey the Gospel (Mark 16:16) and adds them to His church (Acts 2:47).

May God help us to read and study His Word, rightly dividing it, so we
can know His will and obey it, so that we might have the hope of eternal life. ¢
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THE CHURCH

We know that there are many ‘“churches” in the world. All claim to be
of God, naturally. And yet there are some strange ideas concerning what the
church actually is. Many define it as a building where the people come
together for worship. Others think of it as being a denomination. Still oth-
ers would say the church is made up of all the denominations as a spiritual
body of people, ignoring the many differences in names and doctrines.

If we want to understand what the church really is, we need to go back
to the New Testament for our answer. The word “church” comes from the
Greek word “ekklesia”, which means “the called out”. The idea is that the
Lord calls people out of the world, into one group or body, and that they
become His people. They are called by the Gospel, to believe that Jesus died
for them, that He was buried, and that on the third day He was resurrected
from the grave (1 Corinthians 15:1-4). Christ had said that the Gospel should
be taken into all the world, and that those who believed it and would be bap-
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THE CHURCH

tized would be saved from their sins (Mark 16:15,16). The Lord Himself
adds those who are being saved to the church (Acts 2:47).

Before His death, Christ promised to build His church (Matthew 16:18).
It was first established in the city of Jerusalem when the Holy Spirit was
poured out upon the apostles and they preached the good news of Christ to
the great crowd that had gathered. This was on the first Pentecost after
Jesus’ resurrection, approximately 33 A.D.

The apostles, having received the promised power of the Holy Spirit,
were guided to tell the people about Christ, how He had lived among men
doing good, but that they had taken Him and with wicked hands they had
crucified the very Son of God! God, though, had not left Him in the grave
but raised Him up, and Jesus had returned to heaven to reign at the right
hand of the Father. At the end of this sermon, many were convinced and
cried out, asking what they should do. They were told that they should
repent of their sins and be baptized for the forgiveness of their sins. They
would receive the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38,40), and the Lord would
add to the church those who were being saved.

This is the first mention in the Scriptures of the church as being in exis-
tence, and of people being added to the church. As we continue to read
through the book of Acts, we see that the Gospel was preached again and
again in that area, in the neighboring countries, and that it spread from there
to reach the world.

Christ established only one church (Ephesians 4:4) and that church,
being made up of the saved, exists even now throughout the world. It also
exists locally in the form of congregations (Romans 16:16), but all of them
together make up the one church, the church of Christ.

#  Christ is the authority, or head, over His church. “And He is the
head of the body, the church ... that in all things He may have the preem-
inence” (Colossians 1:18).

@ Christ is the Savior of His church, because the redemption price He
paid for it was His life’s blood. “For the husband is head of the wife, as
also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body”
(Ephesians 5:23).

#  Christ is the foundation on which His church is built. “... no other
Jfoundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus
Christ” (1 Corinthians 2:11).

#  Christ’s name is worn by His church, because it is called His bride.

21
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“The churches of Christ greet you” (Romans 16:16; Ephesians 5:25-32).
Its members, individually are called by His name, “Christian”, Christ-
like. ‘... the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts
11:26; 1 Peter 4:16).

#®  Christ has promised that He will come back one day to receive His
church and to deliver it up to the Father: “... That He might present her
10 Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such
thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish"” (Ephesians
5:27). “Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the
Father ..." (1 Corinthians 15:24).

While in this world, Christ prayed for the unity of His people, His
church, as they would exist in the world through the coming ages. He
prayed that they would worship together in spirit and truth, remembering
Him in the communion supper each first day of the week (John 4:24; Acts
20:7).

To help humans understand more fully what the church is, in the
Scriptures the Holy Spirit likened it to several things.

# It is called the “body” of Christ; that is, the spiritual body of
Christ. Thinking of our human bodies and heads, we can see the parallel
and can understand how we are to work together with Christ, as He (the
Head) directs His body (Colossians 1:18; Ephesians 4:4).

@  The church is pictured as the “house” of God (1 Timothy 3:15), that
is, the spiritual household or family that belongs to God.

#  The church is compared 1o the sheepfold for sheep, the place of safe-
ty, with Jesus being the Good Shepherd who died to save His sheep (John
10:1-18).

#  Another likeness is given, with Jesus being called the vine and Chris-
tians identified as branches that are to bear fruit to God (John 15:1-11).

The church is not a denomination or a group of denominations. Neither
is it the Catholic Church or any other man-made institution. It is not a
church building. Rather, it is the family of God that has been called out of
the world. It is the saved, the spiritual body of Christ on earth, the church
for which He died.

Are you a member of the church of Christ, the one true church of the
Bible, the one and only church bought by Jesus’ blood, the one that He will
return for one day? If not, we pray that you will obey God and become a
part of this glorious church. t
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Lord’s church to form what they
call a community church. The
appeal in such situations is that the
identification with “the church of
Christ” is dropped, and fundamental
biblical doctrines are no longer
obeyed.

Why, though, would any Chris-
tian be a party to such a practice? Is
it scriptural? Is it the Lord’s will?
What will be the result?

Those who are involved in such
organizations say that there is so
much prejudice against the Lord’s
church that whenever people realize
that they are dealing with “the
church of Christ”, they immediately
run. They say that they do not even
have the opportunity to teach them
and to influence them for Christ.

True, there is a lot of prejudice
against the church, and many don’t
want to have anything to do with the
Lord’s people, but hasn’t that
always been true, both in the Old
Testament period and in New
Testament times? Though the
Gospel was preached to every crea-
ture in the first century, the church
in its purest form was not “the
majority” in the religious world, and
many Christians died for their faith.
If there was enough prejudice
against Christians that they were
being killed for what they were
teaching, can we think that they
were a “popular” group and that
they were looked on in their com-
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munities with great favor?

No. Christians were not popu-
lar. Christ and His teachings were
rejected by the majority. Christ
Himself was crucified. Except for
John, all of the apostles suffered
martyrdom. The church as a whole
suffered waves of persecution, and
eventually the majority fell away,
resulting in the apostate church —
the Catholic Church — out of which
has come all of the denominational
churches. In spite of the apostasy,
the Lord’s church continued on as a
minority group and continues to
exist around the world, with the
assurance of Christ that it will live
eternally.

The fact is, the truth has never
been popular. The majority has
always opposed righteousness and
the narrowness of The Way, as
Christ gave it to us in the New
Testament. Even the majority of
religious leaders opposed Him, to
the point that they brought about
His betrayal and death. As you read
His words, you find Him personally
opposing false teaching, warning
His listeners about those who would
claim to be the Christ. The apostles
and writers of the New Testament
warned brethren not to be deceived
by false teachers. They consistently
exalted the Lord, His church, and
His name. If we follow their exam-
ple, can we do any less or any dif-
ferently?
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What Does
the Bible Say About. ..

Worship?

(Please consider the question, read the Scripture, and check your answer.)

1. What is worship?

“All nations whom thou hast made shall come and worship before thee,
O Lord; and shall glorify thy name " (Psalm 86:9); “O come, let us worship
and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord our maker’ (Psalm 95:6); “All
the earth shall worship thee, and shall sing unto thee: they shall sing to thy
name"” (Psalm 66:4).
O Following a set of rules.

Going to mass.
Praising and glorifying God.

2. How are we to worship?

Christ said, "God is a Spirit; and they that worship him must worship
him in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24).

Q To sincerely worship according to the Scriptures.
According to conscience.
Sincerely, to the best of one’s knowledge.
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3. Who are we to worship?

Jehovah God said, “/ am the Lord thy God .... Thou shait have no
other gods before me. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or
any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. Thou shalt not bow down
thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God ..."
(Exodus 20:2-5).

O God.
U Leaders of the church.
Images, idols.
4. How do most people worship God?

“But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the command-
ments of men" (Matthew 15:9).

(J As the Bible teaches, in spirit and in truth.
According to their consciences.
QO According to the doctrines and commandments of men.

5. On which day of the week are Christians to worship?

“And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to
break bread, Paul preached to them, ready to depart on the morrow; and con-
tinued his speech until midnight” (Acts 20:7).

Thursday.
The Sabbath day.
The first day of the week.

® 000

Who is to worship God?

“Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same
day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. And they con-
tinued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of
bread, and in prayers” (Acts 2:41,42).

Q) Baptized believers; that is, all Christians.
J Only those who are most religious.
Q An people.

7. Where are they to worship?

“For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I
in the midst of them" (Matthew 18:20).
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What Kind of Music
Does GOD Want in Worship?

We humans are a strange lot. We like to do what we want to do, and in
the way we want to do it. Even in spiritual matters, humans seem to be not
much concerned about what God wants!

Through the years [ have asked many believers in Christ why they use
mechanical music in worship, since it is nowhere authorized in the New
Testament. They always answer that it is because they like it! 1 have asked
them if they can worship God acceplably withotit: ‘sing a mechamcal musi-
cal instrument, and they always ‘adniit that they mn This would mean that
they believe God wxll accept their worshlp with- mechamcal nxusxc dr\wnh-
out it. it - Hil SR T\

But, consider this’ question.” Do you’know £ 'ptny othelupart of wurshlp
thiat is optional?-Is-it equally accepfable to God.xf ‘Wepray or if-we.don’t? If
we study His Word or-if Wwe read'ﬂm news| Japer?wlﬁwe- pariake of the
Lord’s Supper or:fwe omit that" Af 'we-give ofi our salary for the work of
the church; orif: w&kcep allthat » we.earn for ourse]ves"

“Surely,-if.we_ know what-the Bible teaches. dn:these matters, -we know
that the Lord has not feft any part of Hl)lorshlp'to our.own choosmg He
has clearly stated in, HIS Word. wlfat He'wants us to-do as we.come into His
presencem,lesu&Hiﬁaself specnﬁed in-Johi 4:24 thanhusewvhmworEhlp God
must-worship. Him; mfspxril = “with” the right amtude and heart ¢ and in

truth—- accotding to'the specnﬁcanons in His Word. Nothing is left to our
own-choosing about such an important matter. '«

You would think that any believer in Chnst,_a.nd especmlly those who

really want to please the Lord would thmk pnl/m"fenns of* domg what God

e iAol Aty

/

put our own deswes befom Hls" ot ~.

~Many varied. muscial instruments were in use in pagan systems ‘of wor-
ship, as well as in a limited way in Jewish worship (only outside the Temple
itself), at the time Christ began His church. To have continued the practice
with which the entire population was already familiar would have seemed
the natural thing to do. Is that what we find when we turn to the New
Testament for instructions about how we are to worship God, as His family?
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@ “And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of
Olives " (Matthew 26:30; Mark 14:26).

®  “But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to
God, and the prisoners were listening to them " (Acts 16:26).

&  “For this reason 1 will confess to You among the Gentiles, and sing
to Your name"” (Romans 15:9).

® .1 will sing with the spirit and I will also sing with the under-
standing " (1 Corinthians 14:15).

&  “Speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord” (Ephesians 5:19).
®  “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching
and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord"” (Colossians 3:16).

# "I will declare Your name 16 My brethren; in the midst of the con-
gregation I will sing praise to you " (Hebrews 2:12).

#  “Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to
God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks 10 His name" (Hebrews
13:15).

& “Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheer-

Jul? Let him sing hymns™ (James 5:13).

These are the Scriptures that identify the kind of music God wants in
worship in the assembly of the church. To add a mechanical instrument
would be an addition to God’s Word, which we are strictly forbidden to do,
according to Revelation 22:18,19.

There are logical reasons why God did not include a mechanical instru-
ment in His worship:

=0 He wanted the praise of His creation — our vocal chords — not
instruments we have created.

=0 We can sing anywhere, any time, under any circumstances. If a
mechanical instrument were required for our worship to be acceptable,
there would be many instances in which worship would not be possible.

= Each Christian must do each thing required for worship. Not all own
an instrument; not all know how to play.

=0 [f each Christian were singing and playing an instrument, the noise
would drown out the teaching of the words (Ephesians 5:19).

Let us scek to please God in our worship, not ourselves. ¥}
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SALVATION

rather let him labor, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he
may have to give to them that needeth” (Ephesians 4:28).

Confessing one's sins.

Asking the Lord for forgiveness.
Tuming from one’s sins.

What is the confession one is to make?

When the man from Ethiopia wanted to be baptized, he was asked if
he believed with all his heart, “4nd he answered and, 1 believe that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God" (Acts 8:37). Then Philip baptized him. The confes-
sion is to be made with the mouth before men (Romans 10:10; Matthew 10:32).

< That I believe thatGod, for Christ's sake, has pardoned my sins.”
< That Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

That the penitent believer has already been saved.

6. Is baptism necessary?

“The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the
putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward
God), by the resurrection of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 3:21). “Know ye not, that so
many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?”
(Romans 6:3). “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body ...” (1 Cor-
inthians 12:13). The body, here, is the church (Colossians 1:18).

O Baptism is a sign of salvation.

Baptism is not necessary.
U When one believes in Christ with all his heart, he is ready to be
baptized, in order to be saved and to enter Christ and His church.

7. Whatis baptism?

“Buried with him by baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him
through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the
grave” (Colossians 2:12). “And commanded the chariot to stand still: and
they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he bap-
tized him” (Acts 8:38).

O A burial in water.
Sprinkling or pouring of water.
A symbolic gesture.

@ 000

Will you believe in the Lord, repent of your sins, confess Christ as the
Son of God, and be baptized for the remission of your sins, that you might
enter Christ and His church?
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Be Not Deceived

From time immemorial, Satan has used religion as an
avenue of deception. He changed God’s words to deceive
Adam and Eve in the Garden, and he changes God’s words
today, accompanied by lying signs and wonders (2
Thessalonians 2:9), to deceive the masses. Be wary and be
forewarned.

The Lord’s Word warns again and again that we be not deceived.
To be deceived means that one has been misled, lied to, that he has
been taught and has accepted false doctrine. Since we have the
Scriptures to read and study, you wouldn’t think that a person could
easily be deceived, but he can be.

Jesus said, “Take heed that no man deceive you. For many shall
come in My name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many”
(Matthew 24:4,5). Just imagine people today being deceived by
impostors claiming to be the Christ or the Messiah! We would not
think that intelligent people would fall for such lies, but many do.
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¢  One can allow himself to be deceived by others, as Paul
warned in Romans 16:17,18: “...note those who cause divisions
and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and
avoid them, for they who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus
Christ, but their own belly, and by smooth words and flattering
speech deceive the hearts of the simple.” Perhaps the listener
has so much confidence in a preacher or teacher that he convinces
himself he is being taught the truth, even though it contradicts
what the Bible says.

# One may be deceived by a popular false doctrine. Often
the error goes back for many years, and it has been so widely
taught and believed that it seems more true than the Word of
God itself, which it actually contradicts. The warning of Paul in
Romans 16:18, concerning the “smooth words and flattering
speeches which deceive the hearts of the simple” should keep
all on their guard.

# One may be deceived by following the majority. A man
may reason that it would not be possible for so many to be
wrong, but he forgets what Jesus said in Matthew 7:13,14:
“...wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruc-
tion, and there are many who go in by it.”

There are so many ways to be deceived when it comes to the plan
God has made for our salvation, the church, acceptable worship, the
kind of life He wants us to live, the certainty of the return of Christ and
the judgment that will follow, and even eternity itself. Man-made teach-
ings are generally accepted as truth, while the actual truths as revealed
in the Scriptures may be rejected as error — simply because so many
have heard men’s lies more than they have heard God’s truths! We
plead with one and all to follow only God’s Word in matters of the soul.

It is a sad fact that many “good” people tell themselves that God
will overlook their failure to obey Him, on the grounds that they did
not know what the Bible taught. They have deceived themselves.
God has not promised to save us on the basis of ignorance but on the
basis of faith and obedience. e
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deceived into thinking they are saved, they themselves remain lost and they
influence others to follow their example in saying the same prayer and there-
by remaining in their lost condition as well.

Read through the book of Acts and study carefully the 11 accounts of
conversion that are given there. Is there even one situation where the sinner
was asked to say “The Sinner’s Prayer”? You will not find such a thing
mentioned in a single case!

Let us look, together, at some of these conversion accounts. On the first
Pentecost (a Jewish feast day that brought Jews together in Jerusalem from all
over the world) after the resurrection of Jesus, the apostles were in Jerusalem,
awaiting the promised coming of the power of the Holy Spirit. (Luke 24:49;
Acts 1:8). After receiving that power, they began to preach to the audience in
their own languages, evidence that God was working through the apostles.
They explained that the prophecies of the Old Testament were being fulfilled,
that Christ had lived among men, doing good, that with wicked hands He had
been crucified, that He had been resurrected from the grave, and that He had
returned to the Father in heaven to sit down at the right hand of God, to be
King of kings and Lord of lords.

Many of the listeners were cut to the heart, becoming believers in Jesus as
the Christ. They asked, “Men and brethren, what shall we do? "

Now what did Peter and the apostles tell them? “Just believe and you are
saved!” or “Repeat after us ‘The Sinner’s Prayer’?” No, we don’t read such
answers! What does Scripture say? It says, “Then Peter said unto them,
Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:38).
We read further, “Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and
the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls” (Acts
2:41). Finally, we read, “And the Lord added to the church daily such as
should be saved” (Acts 2:47).

Now you will notice that nothing was said about prayer until after they
had been baptized! Then as children of Geod, the Scripture says that “they
continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking
of bread, and in prayers"” (Acts 2:42).

Before these people became children of God they were not in a relation-
ship with God, so they could not properly pray! In other words, God was
not their Father and they were not His children! But after they had obeyed the
Lord, and had been born anew through a penitent heart in the waters of bap-
tism, then they could pray, and they did pray, as we have just noticed.
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Now, consider another case of conversion. This time we have Philip
meeting a man from Ethiopia in the desert. The Ethiopian had been all the
way to Jerusalem to worship and, on his way home, riding in a chariot, he was
reading from Isaiah 53. When Philip asked if he understood what he was
reading, the Ethiopian invited Philip to teach him. As Philip explained the
Scripture to him, teaching him about Jesus, the record says, “"And as they
went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said,
See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If
thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest, And he answered and said, I
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And he commanded the chariot
to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the
eunuch; and he baptized him. And when they were come up out of the water,
the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more:
and he went on his way rejoicing” (Acts 8:36-39). You will note that nothing
was said about prayer. Why? Because this man was not a child of God. First,
he needed to obey the Lord that he might be saved, putting him in a relationship
where he could pray to God as His son.

In John 9 we have the story of a man who had been blind from birth and
how Jesus miraculously gave him his sight. Later, this same man said,
“Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worship-
per of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth” (John 9:31). In other words,
this Scripture is plainly stating, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, that
prayer does not save one or make him a child of God, but rather one
becomes a Christian by doing the will of God. Do you remember that Saul
was praying for three days and nights, a penitent man crying for forgiveness,
but when Ananias came to him he did not tell him to simply continue pray-
ing. No! He said, “And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized,
and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord"” (Acts 22:16).

In the conversions in the book of Acts, we have seen what one must do to
be saved. In John 8:42-47 Jesus spoke of those whose father was the devil. If
a sinner could be saved through prayer only, what advantage would a child of
God have over a sinner, in being able to pray to his Father? None, of course.
There is no place for “The Sinner’s Prayer” in becoming a child of God. One
must first become God’s child, by being born into His family, before he can
pray and expect God to hear him.

Christ said that one must believe and be baptized to be saved (Mark
16:16). When the sinner obeys these commands from the heart, he experi-
ences the new birth, and he now has the right to pray, “Our Father ....” %
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“out of due season” to become an apostle to the Gentiles, Paul — g man —
was the selection.

After the church had been established and had begun to grow and spread
throughout the world, there was a need for leaders in each congregation.
According to 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1, those Christians who were qualified
were to be appointed as Elders and Deacons. In both cases they were to be
men, not women. In reply to those who believe that women can also serve as
Elders, someone said that, based on the requirements listed in the Scriptures,
he did not know how a woman could be the husband of one wife!

After the Lord’s death, burial, and resurrection, He appeared before the
apostles — all men — and commanded them to go into all the world and
preach the Gospel to every creature (Mark 16:15,16). Also, read Matthew
28:19,20.

Coming over to Acts 2, we are told that those same Apostles — all men
— were in Jerusalem on the first Pentecost after the resurrection of Jesus
Christ and they were baptized with the Holy Spirit, and began to preach to the
great crowd of people that gathered there. As a result, many believed and
asked what else they should do. Peter told them to repent and be baptized for
the remission of sins and they would receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
About 3,000 gladly received the word and were baptized, and the Lord added
the saved to His church. Read Acts 2.

Later, seven good men with an honest report and full of the Holy Spirit
were appointed to help the apostles. These served the church in much the same
way that deacons later served under the oversight of elders.

Reading through the book of Acts, you will note that it was always the
men who publicly preached the Gospel and took the lead in other public
work. The overwhelming conclusion, then, is that the Lord chose men to
preach and to be responsible for the welfare and development of the church.
Throughout the New Testament, such leadership was given to men. We must
respect God’s wisdom in doing that.

But is it only by the emphasis on the work of men that we would conclude
that women are not to be public leaders in the church of Christ? No, the
Scriptures very clearly say by inspiration, “Let a woman learn in silence with
all submission. And I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority
over a man, but to be in silence. For Adam was formed first, then Eve. And
Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into transgres-
sion” (1 Timothy 2:14). The reason given in this passage shows that the pro-
hibition was not a cultural thing but a law made by God’s direction.
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“Let your women keep silent in the churches, for they are not permitted
to speak; but they are to be submissive, as the law also says" (1 Corinthians
14:34).

In the Old Testament, God spoke to the fathers by the prophets — all
men. He used men to write the Scriptures; men were the kings and priests,
and with only one exception (Deborah), men were the judges. Why was there
one woman judge? Because in all Israel, there was no man with the courage
to lead the people! That fact should set off alarms in the ears of men who
would relinquish their Ged-given responsibilities today. God created men to
lead and women to be the helpers. We have no authority to change His order
of leadership (1 Corinthians 11:8,9). But when men fail to fill the role God
has assigned to them, we find problems. Adam failed to lead Eve properly,
because he was there when she ate of the forbidden fruit. Abram failed when
he allowed Sara to influence him to father a child by Hagar.

When women left the home to take up work in the outside world, the
home began to hurt. With the passing of time, many women have taken on
the work of men, while their own work — for which they were especially
designed by God — was neglected. In too many cases, now, men are not
carrying their own responsibilities; they abandon their wives and families,
and live for themselves. With this change in roles, the home, the church,
and the world are in trouble. It is critical that we go back to God’s plan, and
that men assume their role as leaders, and that women devote themselves to
their homes, families, and husbands, and to their own sphere of work in spir-
itual matters.

Does the woman, then, have responsibility and work to do in the Lord’s
church? We read of Priscilla, with her husband, teaching Apollos privately
(Acts 18:26). The church often met in the homes of women (Romans 16).
Women provided help and support in the preaching of the Gospel. In segre-
gated classes in the church, as well as privately, women are to teach other
women and children (Titus 2:3-5). This would have been the case among
women of the first century when, as in Acts 2:17 the promise was made that
the sons and daughters in the church would prophesy by the Spirit’s inspira-
tion, and also when Phillip’s daughters were described as having the special
gift of prophecy (Acts 21:9). Then, as now, women would have made up
approximately half of the membership of the church, and many of their needs
would be met by other Christian women. Above that, they were entrusted
with the most important work of all — keeping the home and children (1
Timothy 5:14). God bless them as they obey! 2
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THE BLESSING OF
PERSECUTION

Persecution is a form of oppression, opposition, rejection, and punish-
ment. It is directed against those who may be in the minority in their beliefs
and practices, and is intended to hurt, frighten, discourage and destroy them.
It is not something you want but something you may have to tolerate. The
Bible has some surprising things to say about persecution: One, that it will
come to the godly and, two, that it will be a blessing! How contradictory
to what we would assume!

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said, “Blessed are they which are
persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say
all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceed-
ing glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the
prophets which were before you" (Matthew 5:10-12).

Jesus said that many of the prophets were killed, and the writer of the
book of Hebrews spoke of the faithful of God and of the many things they
suffered for Him, He said,

Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness,
obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, Quenched the violence
of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made
strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to fight the armies of the aliens.

Women received their dead raised 1o life again: and others were
tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better
resurrection: And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings,
yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment:

They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were
slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and
goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented (Of whom the world
was not worthy:), they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and
in dens and caves of the earth.

And these all, having obtained a good report through faith,
received not the promise: God having provided some better thing
Jor us, that they without us should not be made perfect (Hebrews
11:33-40).
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can easily move about and preach Christ. The greater enemies of
Christianity today are materialism, worldliness, and even ourselves
because we are not doing enough to spread the Lord’s cause.

We may be assured, however, that when we believe in God enough,
and when we go throughout the world preaching, and converting, and
doing good works, then that will get attention. And if we do enough of
that in any one country — even in our own country — there will be
opposition. That opposition will take many forms, and it can certainly
become violent.

Some, today, in churches of Christ, reason that if people have hard
feelings toward us, and reject us and what we are teaching, it must be
because we are not being loving and diplomatic in our method of teach-
ing. Certainly, we must teach from the outpouring of spiritual love in
our hearts, but that does not guarantee that we won’t create opposition
by the very message we bring to the world. How do I know? Because
by inspiration, Paul wrote that all who live godly in Christ Jesus will suf-
Jer persecution (2 Timothy 3:12). For further proof that, no matter how
lovingly we teach we will have opposition, we need only to look at the
first century. Jesus was crucified; the apostles were killed. The Holy
Spirit Himself guided them in all that they said, and how they said it —
yet they were rejected and they died because of their message.

Today, when we do the Lord’s will, and we teach enough, baptize
enough, start enough new congregations, that will automatically bring
opposition, no matter how lovingly we do our work.

What will be the result of persecution? If we will remain faithful to
God, and be determined to continue to do the work He has given us to
do, then it will result in strengthening the church, evangelizing the
world, converting more souls to Christ than ever before, and changing
the world for good for generations to come. With persecution, the news
media will help to spread the Word. Our activities will be in the newspa-
pers, on the radios, and TVs of the world. This will result in people
coming to know of Christ and His church who would never have known,
otherwise. And those who are doing the persecuting will, themselves, be
helping to spread Christianity instead of wiping it out.

“Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid ... for the
Lord your God, He is the one who goes with you" (Deuteronomy 31:6). ¢
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MAJORITY
OR
MINORITY?

People like big things, large numbers, majority rule. They like big
churches, meeting houses, hospitals, and schools. Because the church of our
Lord is small in comparison to many denominations, people often point out
that the religious groups around them have all of these big things, but the
church of Christ doesn’t. It is as though size determines whether a thing is
right or wrong, but this logic is not biblical. Of course large numbers, and
all of their side benefits, appeal to human beings, but we must go beyond
human reasoning to find the truth.

The only time in the history of the church that it was ever the largest
group of believers was in the first century, after it had been established in
Acts 2, and for the first two or three hundred years thercafter. Even during
those days, though, it was in the minority in comparison to the world and the
other religions of that time.

Within thirty years after the church’s beginning, the apostie Paul
wamned that there would be an apostasy and that there were erring brethren
already at work, bringing this about. Elders of congregations in one area
eventually recognized one man as the chief elder over those congregations.
Others recognized chief elders or bishops in their areas. This, in tumn, led
finally to the recognition of one of these chief elders as the head or “pope”
of the entire church. Through this departure from the biblical pattern, the
majority of the church fell into apostasy. That apostate church, as we know
it today, is called the Holy Roman Catholic Church.

But what about those brethren or those congregations that did not go off
into error? What happened to them? Did they eventually die out? No, they
did not die but even as a minority they went on, and Christians in churches
of Christ have continued through the years right on down to our present day.

After the apostasy, which church did the Lord recognize as being the
one He had established? Neither? Both? For sure, He did not endorse
those that had gone into apostasy, even though they were in the majority.
Rather, He stayed with the faithful — the minority — and will always
remain with them as long as time stands, and for all eternity.
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kingdom to God where it will forever reign with him (1 Corinthians 15:24).

But if the church has existed somewhere in the world ever since its estab-
lishment, where are the records? How do we know? One answer is simple: for
the believer, the promise of God is enough. The very fact that the Scriptures
say that the church would never be destroyed is all the proof we need.

Surely one of the reasons we do not have a lot of information about the
Lord’s church down through these hundreds of years of its existence is
because it was a minority group. The apostate majority got the attention of
the world in ages past, and that continues to be the case right on up to our
present day.

Because the majority of the church went into apostasy, becoming the
Catholic Church, that church has been in the spotlight of history from that
time to this. We know of practices that were introduced, when sprinkling
became baptism and when mechanical music was added to worship. We
know of the split in the Catholic Church, when it became the Roman and the
Greek Orthodox Catholic Churches. The Roman Church was the larger
group, so it has gotten most of the world’s attention since that division. We
also know of the Reformation Movement brought on by Martin Luther in his
desire to reform the Catholic Church. When this failed, Luther continued to
preach his beliefs and this led to the Protestant Movement and the beginning
of literally hundreds of denominational churches.

Up to the present, the Roman Catholic Church continues to be the
largest group of believers in the world. As a result, the Pope and the
Catholic Church get most of the attention and publicity among “believers”.
Wherever the Pope goes, he gets the Red Carpet treatment. The Press, TV,
radio, and every type of media is there to cover every word he says and
every move he makes. Why? Because he represents the majority.

What about all of the Protestant and denominational churches? Even
though some of them may number into the millions, and altogether they rep-
resent a large group of people, yet in comparison to the Catholic Church
they are in the minority and most of them get very little attention. History,
a thousand years from now, will have even less to say about them.

And what about the church? Even though all of us know it exists wide-
ly in the world today, though we know it is the one true church, the same
one Christ established and the one He will retum to receive and to take to
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An Amazing Story

(Written in 1965, during our years in
Karachi, Pakistan)

Recently a man stopped at our
gate here in Karachi, and stood
looking up at the sign “Church of
Christ”. After a few minutes he
came inside the gate and rang the
door bell. We invited him in, and
an amazing conversation followed.

Dr. A.S. Khan is originally
from Iran. He said he was checking
out the sign that identified us as the
church of Christ, wondering if he
would feel able to fellowship us.
We had never been under such an
investigation, so we were very inter-
ested in what Dr. Khan had to say.
His first astounding statement was
that there are approximately 750,
000 people in the area of Azerbai-

jan, and extending on up into
Russia, in a very mountainous
region along the common border of
the two countries, who claim to be
just Christians!

My wife and I have had subse-
quent meetings with this gentleman
and have been even more thrilled
with what we have heard. This past
week we sat with Dr. Khan for
some time and questioned him
extensively concerning this group
and their practices. We were
amazed at the answers he gave. We
deliberately did not tell him what
we believed until we had the oppor-
tunity to hear what he had to say.
On the basis of what was discussed,
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it appears that these people and the
American churches of Christ are
very close indeed.

Dr. Khan talked at length to
give us the background of which he
is still a part. He said that this group
of people dates back to the birth of
Christ. The “Wise Men”, from what
has now come to be called Iran, saw
the star and followed it, ultimately
finding the baby King. They stayed
for a while and then returned to Iran
by a different route.

Heard Peter at Pentecost

About twenty-five years later,
when the child would have become
a man, a group of twenty-five men
made a trip to Israel to see what had
become of the one they had wor-
shiped as the new King of Israel.
They remained for several years and
were present on the day of
Pentecost to hear Peter’s sermon.
After that they came home.

Later, another group made a
trip to that part of the world. They
also spent several years, with the
last part of the time being in
Antioch. When they returned home,
they brought with them a book con-
taining “The Sayings of Christ”,
which Dr. Kahn says corresponds
closely with the writings in the pre-
sent day New Testament.

Dr. Kahn explained that the
faith of these people has been hand-
ed down from father to son through
the years, and that they have not
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changed. He said that although he
has traveled a great deal and has
searched for others with like faith,
he has not left his original beliefs.

Persecution Hindered Evangelism

As to being evangelistic, they
have not been, other than to teach the
truths to their own children, because
of persecution. First they were per-
secuted by the Catholics, then by the
Armenians, then by the Muslims. So
they have remained to themselves
through the centuries, living in a
mountainous area. Although they
call themselves Christians, they are
known by the government as “the
Nazarenes” even to this day.

They Are “Christians Only”

This body of people, according
to Dr. Khan, believes that Christ
established the church and that all
other churches or denominations are
the anti-Christs. They look to
Christ as the head of the church,
with no earthly head or headquar-
ters. They are Christians only.
They meet each Sunday for wor-
ship, having the Lord's Supper,
prayer, Bible study, singing (vocal
music only), and giving.

When asked how many come
together for worship in his home
congregation, he said 5000. He said
that there are numerous assemblies
with two- to three hundred to two-
to five thousand meeting for wor-
ship. Each congregation is indepen-
dent and has its own elders. They
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also have a program for the educa-
tion of their children, providing
three hours a week of Bible training
in addition to what they receive on
Sunday. The women do not preach
or teach publicly but they do teach
the children and other women.

Dr. Khan told us that although
they believe in immersion (for adults
only) they immerse three times, once
in the name of the Father, once in the
name of the Son, and once in the
name of the Holy Spirit. They rec-
ognize Easter and Christmas, but
both at the same time, on March 4.
They believe that Christ was born
and resurrected on the same date.
On that day they have a gathering
and a sermon about His resurrection.

With the exception of these
points, we found no differences.
There probably are others, but it is
amazing to run across someone in
this part of the world with such a
background. We concluded that
there must be something to his story
for he knows a very pure New
Testament Christianity, and in every
way speaks as the oracles of God,
without denominational jargon. In

these years of living on this side of

the world, we have never talked or
studied with anyone who, from the
beginning, had such a clear under-
standing of the Truth,

Being cautious, we asked our-
selves what he had to gain if he was
Irying to deceive us. He asked for

S5

no money, and he offered to go with
me to his home in Iran. | was eager
to do this, and we discussed poten-
tial timing. As it turned out, he was
out of Karachi at the only time that I
could work such a trip into my
schedule (we moved to Sri Lanka
shortly thereafter), so 1 decided to
visit brethren who were stationed in
Teheran in the American military,
and to go from there alone into the
part of the country where these
Christians were supposed to be.

1 did that, traveling by car as far
as was possible. From that point, the
way into the mountains was only by
horseback, and [ decided I could not
make that trip alone. It was a great
disappointment that | was not able to
trace the story to a proven conclu-
sion. However, the people with
whom [ talked at the stopping point
did tell me that there used to be
many Christians in that area, but that
because of persecution they had
moved into the mountains, which
was also what Dr. Khan had said.

Perhaps someday, conditions in
fran will again be such that some-
one can investigate this story fully.
Knowing how many scams there are
in the world, my skeptical human
nature listened in doubt. Yet every
time [ recall the detailed biblical
truths Dr. Khan spoke in those vis-
its, | am convinced all over again
that there must have been historical
truth in his story, 1oo. %
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The Power of Evangelism

The Lord’s church has been given a work to do.  That work is to evan-
gelize the world. Jesus commanded the apostles to go into all the world and
preach the Gospel to every creature (Mark 16:15,16). The Gospel is the
good news that Jesus died on the cross for the sins of the world, that He was
buried, and that He was resurrected from the grave, so that man might be
saved and have the hope of eternal life. Christ said that it was the facts of
that Gospel — the facts of that good news — that were to be taken to all the
world. He also said that the commands of the Gospel were to be preached
and obeyed if man was to be saved.

Individual Christians exist in a city or village, and throughout the world,
wherever the message has been preached and there are those who were will-
ing to obey it. With the conversion of two or more, a local congregation is
established and begins to function. In addition to meeting each first day of
the week to worship God, its main work is to evangelize, to preach the Gospel
to those in that area, and as it grows in knowledge and numbers, it is to reach
out to the whole area in an effort to establish other congregations.

A Christian, or a group of Christians, that make up a local congregation,
should never be satisfied to just meet on the first day of the week to wor-
ship. Waorship is very important, and so is living the Christian life every
day, but each Christian, and the local church itself, should be very much
aware of the need to take the Word to their family members, to friends, to
those with whom they work, and to people in general.

As a congregation of the church of Christ, what efforts are you making
to teach others? Is the church growing? Is it establishing other congrega-
tions in the area around it? What plans does it have for the future? When
the church is busy reaching out to souls, it is happy, it has a mission, it has
plans and goals to reach the lost and, as a result, it will grow both spiritually
and numerically.

Are you a Christian? If so, what are you doing? Are you teaching
God’s Word to those around you? Have you converted anyone? What are
your plans for the futura?

May God help us to do more to take the Gospel to the world. This is
the hope of mankind. But it is also your hope and my hope. i)
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v Individual Christians must be trained as foot soldiers, and as specialists,
so that all needs can be met.

v/ Communication between the fighting units is vital, as well as the reports
made to the church at home. There must be intense interest in everything
that is happening, just as we see today in the secular world. One of the most
vital elements is the spirit of involvement and support, as every Christian
mobilizes to do his part in winning the war.

Method for Involvement of the Entire Army of Christians

The work — not play — program on the home-front should be divided
into specific categories. Everything that needs to be done should be includ-
ed. Groups should be developed to be responsible for the work, with group
leaders and co-workers. The goal should be to involve every man, woman,
boy, and girl in some responsibility. A congregation that is working and
serving together — fighting the enemy withoutr — will not be involved in
fighting and bickering within.

v’ Benevolence (Galatians 6:9,10).

v’ Brother’s Keepers (1 Thessalonians 5:14).

¢ Building Maintenance (Nehemiah 2:17).

v’ Counseling and Support (Galatians 6:2).

v’ Evangelism (Ephesians 3:8-10).

v Fellowship (Acts 2:42-46).

v’ Finance (Matthew 22:21).

v’ Public Relations and Communication (Matthew 5:16).

¢ Teaching Children (2 Timothy 3:15).

v’ Transportation (Isaiah 2:3).

v Welcoming (Romans 16:16).

v’ Worship (John 4:24).

v Visitation [sick; visitors; new-comers to the community] (James 1:27).
v’ Involvement in home Bible Studies.

v Bible Correspondence course work.

v Retreats, seminars, and Gospel meetings.

v’ Mission efforts to aid churches in weak places, and 10 establish new work.

Conclusion

As long as a Christian is in this world, he has work to do; congregations
must be deep in involvement in pressing the battle on the front lines, so that
finally all of us can say, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the
race, I have kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7). @
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10 times what he paid for it. Is this prospering not also a blessing from God,
and is he not, in tumn, responsible for making provision in his will so that he
will be giving to God His portion out of such blessings of increase?

Yet, seldom is such provision made. While struggling along with infla-
tion and unending family expenses, a man may think fleetingly as he writes
out his weekly contribution check: “I wish I had a lot to give to the Lord. I
wish I could afford it.”

Sadly, while it was not possible for him to make a substantial gift from
his salary, he could have done so in his will — but too often that thought is
never there.

Jesus once said of a rich man, “But God said unto him, Thou fool, this
night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be,
which thou hast provided? " (Luke 12:20). We, too, must answer this ques-
tion because we can’t escape the fact that, if we own anything, at our death
those physical goods will of necessity become the property of some other
human. We can make the choice to settle that question as a responsible
steward of God, or we may refuse to do anything and force that decision on
others. In that case we have also decided the answer, even though we tried
to shun it. Perhaps by our silence we decided:

¥ That we would deny God any part of the increase with which He

had blessed us.
% That enmity and bitterness come between our children.

%* That souls be lost, for generations yet unborn, because weak
Christians could not handle the trials of dividing an inheritance.

% That non-Christians inherit our lands and money, enabling them to
further indulge in worldly living.

% That courts and lawyers receive most of the inheritance in payment

for their efforts to work out a legal solution to the dispute.

% | personally would not want to face God in the judgment, having
deliberately chosen to do such a poor job as steward over the gifts He gave
me. Would you?

Godly Wisdom

How much better to exercise godly wisdom and set our business in
order, to live in a state of preparedness even on this matter.

There can be many wonderful results from exercising this stewardship.
After all the outstanding bills have been paid, after whatever percentage you
feel is needed and right has been willed to your children, there could still be
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a sizeable sum left for God’s work.

% Think what $1,000 would do, divided into portions of $150 for fif-
teen minutes of radio preaching in India! Many thousands have been con-
verted through these programs.

#* Would the average orphanage be thrilled to receive a gift of $5,000
for clothing or food for its children?

% You could fund TV programs in India with $10,000.

% With $25,000 you could be responsible for the printing of 10,000
books of Hindi radio sermons, 10,000 copies of The Gospel of Christ in
Tamil, 10,000 books on a study of New Testament Christianity in the
Telugu tongue, and 10,000 copies of The Church of the Bible in one of the
dialects of the Philippines and in the Zulu tongue in Africa! That would
mean that long after your death, 50,000 messages of truth would still be cir-
culating among people, bearing fruit and having their leavening influence!

%* With $60,000 you could sponsor the entire network of radio broad-
casts for India for seven months! There would be many millions across Asia
who would hear the Gospel because of your gift, and hundreds, perhaps
thousands, who would obey God because of those months of preaching.

% Imagine what could be done with $100,000! You could pay for the
first printing of the graded literature series, “Into God’s World”, that the
church so badly needs. Many congregations in the US are falling into apos-
tasy because too little definitive doctrine has been taught during the past 30
to 40 years. Much of the classroom material that looks so good is slightly
edited, inter-denominational fluff. It contains nothing about the church of
Christ, the Gospel and how we obey it, nothing to define who we are, what
we are, why we are in the world, or any of the other factors that separate
God’s people from the masses.

Statistics say we are losing 70% of our young people. It’s not that they
are leaving the truth — in most cases, they were never taught! And when
the older generation of leaders dies, and leadership in the church goes to the
“Baby Boomers”, we are going to see a sweeping apostasy, because too
many of them have never been properly taught either. The only way to pre-
vent this from happening is to provide literature from the cradle up that
teaches all of these things. These materials can be prepared in a first class
way by volunteers in the Lord’s church. But even afier they have been
developed, they must be printed. Your bequeathal could change the very
future of the church in America and throughout the world! Will you do it?
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I’ve listed only a few of the ways your possessions could be of invalu-
able service to God. ’m sure you are aware of many others that would be
equally fruitful. My purpose in writing this is not to direct you as to where
you use what you have, but to encourage you to cxercise godly stewardship
over it. We have not, as God's people, been properly educated and trained
to think in terms of God's part in our bequeathals. It is time that we realize
that even in this area we have not only a responsibility but a privilege. How
wonderful to have something that can be given to Him and can be worth so
much in the preaching of His Gospel!

All of us need to listen closely to the wisdom of Solomon: “Yea. I hated
all my labour which 1 had taken under the sun: because I should leave it
unto the man that shall be after me. And who knoweth whether he shall be a
wise man or a fool? Yet shall he have rule over all my labor wherein | have
laboured, and wherein 1 have shewed myself wise under the sun. This also
is vanity.

“Therefore I went about to cause my heart to despair of all the labor
which [ took under the sun, For there is a man whose labor is in wisdom,
and in knowledge, and in equity; yet Fmemmmm—————————
to a man that hath not laboured God Is Wo]'king
u‘»herein .?hall he. Ieave. it for his por- Ifin thework S
tion. This also is vanity und a great '

evil. For what hath a man of all his ‘I you are hymg to do,

labor, and of the vexation of his | You have done all that

heart, wherein he hath laboured you can,

under the sun? For all his days are || Be still:

sorrows, and his travail grief: yea, T A ad el

his heart taketh not rest in the night. QOd % wgrkmg'

This also is vanity. And thoug;h you
“There is nothing better for a may not now be able

man, than that he should eat and to see

drink, and that he should make his or hear

soul enjoy good in his labor. This or feel

also | saw, that it was from the hand i v

of God" (Ecclesiastes 2:18-25). what He 1 (,10“.18,
The Christian’s soul should KﬂOWthatHe Is

receive more pleasure from furthering not idle.

God’s work than from any other thing

= Betty Burton Choate
he could do with his possessions. %
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When [ was growing up, the denominational churches were always talk-
ing about the need for revival. They even called their meetings “revivals™.
We in churches of Christ reasoned that we didn’t need a revival because the
church was not dead.

However, in more recent years [ have come to the conclusion that the
church does need a revival, and it needs it now! | am not saying that the
church is dead, or that it is going to die — the Scriptures promise that the
Lord’s body will never dic — but there are ample signs that the American
church is in serious trouble, and it is in critical need of an overall revival.

Many individual members are spiritually dead, and far tco many con-
gregations have passed on without the members being aware of the decease.
In such congregations the funeral was never conducted, but the stench of
death is heavy in the air. It is too late for revival in such cases.

There are other individuals and churches, though, where an awakening
now would make the difference. Where Christians are sickly, apathetic, bored,
tired, negligent, and unfruitful, there may yet be the possibility of turning
things around. In these cases, the churches are not dead yet — although they
are close to it — but they most certainly will die unless something is done
quickly to revive them and to restore them to a living and active faith.

Our problem today is that we are in love with self, thinking of what we
want and of having our personal preferences about everything. This is true
in the physical realm, and we have brought it over into the church as well.

The world that concerns us most is the material, and it shows in our atti-
tudes, our actions, our jobs, what we have or don’t have, the way we spend our
money, the way we deal with our families and with each other, our forms of
recreation, and life as a whole. In the church, many don’t make time for God,
for study, for reading, and even for worship and work. Many arrive at the
building late for worship, and they leave early. Attendance in most congrega-
tions is half the number on Sunday night as on Sunday morning, and not much
more than a third on Wednesday night. This tells us much about the time
many Chrisitans devote to study and meditation on spiritual things during the
week. [f we are honest we would admit that too many are secular people, liv-
ing in a secular world, and are spiritual only about 1/165 of the week. If that is
all the time we have for God now, do we honestly expect Him to give us eter-
nity in Heaven as our reward?

We need a revival — NOW! %
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A few years ago, a Gospel preacher was visiting with the church in New
Delhi, and he was invited to preach on Sunday evening. The local brethren
were shocked when he showed up in faded jeans and tennis shoes, in stark
contrast to their choices to wear their best to honor God.

On one occasion, I was visiting brethren in South Africa. On Sunday
morning, walking to worship in the heat with the local preacher, 1 was wearing
dress pants, a white shirt and a tie, but I had not brought a dress coat. The
preacher asked, “Brother, where is your coat?” He and all of the other men
were dressed in suits or dress pants and jackets, in spite of their poverty and the
heat. They obviously wanted to honor God by wearing their best to worship.

Here in America where brethren are blessed to have nice clothes from
head to toe, things have deteriorated to the point where many show little
respect for God or themselves or others by the way they dress.

If a person is so poor that he has no good clothes, certainly God under-
stands, and we should also. James, the brother of our Lord, wrote, “... if
there should come into your assembly a man with gold rings, in fine appar-
el, and there should also come in a poor man in filthy clothes, and you pay
attention to the one wearing the fine clothes and say to him, ‘You sit here in
a good place,’ and say to the poor man, 'You stand there,’ or, ‘Sit here at
my footstool,” have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and become
Jjudges with evil thoughts?” (James 2:2-4). Such differentiation, based on
wealth and poverty, would be wrong.

But notice: the difference in the dress of the men resulted from their
condition in life, not from their indifference about their appearance. If a
person is poor and is doing the best he can, that is all anyone should expect
of him, and he should be accepted and treated with respect and equality.

However, our problem today is not one of poverty; it is one of a slouchy
culture that has bled over into how we prepare for worship. Just as we
would not go to meet the President of the United States wearing casual or
sloppy clothes, neither should we presume to go into God’s presence as
though He is our “buddy” and requires nothing by way of respectful prepa-
ration in our appearance. Dressing appropriately is not a matter of “showing
off”, but it is a matter of showing respect.

How many of you have read in the Old Testament of the Lord’s taber-
nacle (and later, the temple), and of all that went into its make-up? It was
not just some place to worship, but it was made of the finest of materials,
and those who worshiped there were told by God how to prepare themselves
to come into His presence. His specific instruction was, “By those who
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come near Me I must be regarded as holy; and before all the people I must
be glorified’” (Leviticus 10:3).

With such a precedent in the respect God required in the Old
Testament, can you believe that brethren today would go before Him and
worship in the casual, sloppy clothes that often are their Sunday attire?
Surely, they would not attend a wedding or go to a funeral dressed in such a
manner, yet they presume to enter God’s presence as though the occasion is
nothing.

If that is not enough, what about young girls, women, and mothers who
go to worship with so much of their bodies uncovered? How can they possi-
bly think that they can be pleasing to God, dressed in such a manner? Isn’t
it time to have some sermons on modesty in dress at all times, but especially
in worship?

Not only do we need sermons dealing with such dress — or lack of
dress — but the elders or men of the congregation should go before the
church and explain to the members that they expect them to dress properly
and respectfully when attending worship. Then, if this is not enough, they
should call the guilty parties to one side and explain that such immodest
dress is not acceptable. Perhaps it would be helpful if a sweater or robe
could be kept in reservation for those who persist in being offensive in their
choice of immodest clothing.

But some might think that this is taking things too far. How would that
be the case? Perhaps even the leadership in the church has gotten too lax,
too tolerant of every person’s “rights” and individual choices, without even
considering that it is offensive to God for people to dress immodestly. We
must help these women to understand that they are setting a bad example
and are leading the younger women astray. It would be better to get the
problem under control now, rather than to allow many to be lost through this
worldly influence.

1 am personally embarrassed when | see women, even young girls, com-
ing to worship in short dresses or spaghetti-strap tops or plunging necklines,
or when nine-months-pregnant women go out in public dressed in tight tee-
shirts. This is not the kind of image Christian women should be presenting
to the world.

Casual dress is fine in casual settings, but whether in worship or whatev-
er the occasion may be, Christians should first dress modestly, then appropri-
ately, for the occasion. Especially in worship should our dress reflect the
deep awe and reverence we feel in being allowed into His Presence. ¥
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They were heroes because they were
willing to set aside secular pursuits
and to devote their time exclusively
to the preaching of the Gospel.

Do we hold up this type of hero
to our sons and daughters today and
encourage them to develop into
such heroes for the 21st Century?
Or do we, in the secret places of our
hearts, feel that sparks of secular
talent must at all cost be fanned to a
flame and that, in the final analysis,
those who are left to preach the
Gospel are those very few who
preach out of great desire or those
who have no other particular talent?

People excuse themselves from
the responsibility of preaching by
reasoning, “I am just not cut out to
be a speaker.” But then, often, they
will spend years of rigorous study
and training to develop themselves
in a secular field. What challenges
must be met and overcome to be an
engineer, a dentist, a lawyer, a doc-
tor? If they had put the same desire
and effort into training to preach the
Gspel, could they not have success-
fully learned to do that?

There would be a few excep-
tions, 1 realize, but 1 am convinced
that almost any young Christian
could excel as a preacher if he had
the sincere desire, and if he was
willing to invest the time and effort
and energy into developing along
those lines that he invests in learn-
ing a secular vocation.
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On the other hand, just how
many would choose to preach if
they were required to study eight
long rigorous years in preparation?
Or if they had to pass a very diffi-
cult bar exam before being allowed
to preach? Or if they were required
to work their way into the ministry
through competition and winning
over one challenger after another in
order to be able to go on to the next
level, as in most sports? Or if part
of their training was as agonizing
and as shocking to the emotional
system as the dissecting of a dead
human body is in the training to be
adoctor? Or if they would graduate
from college with a $100,000 to
$300,000 indebtedness for their
education? Or if their lives would
be committed, as is true in many
fields, to a 12, 14, or 16-hour work
day, with no time to really count as
their own to be with their families?

Certainly, there is a difference
in the pay scale, and doctors, law-
yers, and engineers make much more
money than the average preacher.
But money doesn’t explain the draw-
ing power of these professions for
many people. What really appeals is
that these are respected positions.
The sole word “doctor” or “lawyer”
or “engineer” establishes a neww-
comer’s credibility in a community.
We know that these people are “the
cream of the crop”. They are intelli-
gent people of initiative and achieve-
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ment; they are successful; they will
be pillars in the community. In
other words, these are our secular
leaders, our “heroes”, and a young
man who pictures himself as scaling
the top, as proving his intelligence
and worth, pictures himself in one
of these highly respected profes-
sions.

That is understandable in the
world, but what has happened in the
church?

Anyone in the world, with a
sense of integrity, can be a good
doctor, a good lawyer, a good presi-
dent. But no one, out in the world,
can be a good preacher of the
Gospel. That work is left exclusive-
ly for God’s children. If we were
truly aware of our special relation-
ship with Him, and of the special
work He has left us in the world to
do, and of the teamwork we estab-
lish with Him when we go out to
preach His Gospel, then shouldn’t
our most intelligent people, our
most successful people, our heroes
in the church be those who dedicate
their lives to this work?

On this point, the Buddhists put
us to shame. Do you know how
their monks are chosen? The par-
ents dedicate their firstborn son or
their favorite son to serve in the
monastery. That means that the best
of their population is serving their
religion.

If we were training our children
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to view life through God’s eyes,
wouldn’t those sons and daughters
who desire to prove themselves most
dedicated, most talented, most intel-
ligent, and most successful devote
their time and energies to learning to
preach the Gospel? And for those
who just cannot attain such a high
goal, there could always be the sec-
ond choice of becoming doctors or
lawyers or teachers or engineers or
some other secular worker.

If our thinking was molded in
this way so that preachers would
have a high image to live up to,
surely there would be few who
would turn out to be hypocrites and
scoundrels.

And if we trained our children
in this line of thinking, surely more
excellent people would preach
God’s word, and more parents
would proudly send them out to
work great changes in Satan’s
domain.

And if we had more men (and
wives) of such caliber, the world
would be turned up-side down
through their dedicated efforts,

And the effects of this thinking
would be eternal.

We claim to be a people who
are spiritually alive. We claim to
realize the value of the soul. We
claim to believe in the Gospel and
in heaven and hell.

What has happened to our
priorities? ¥
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Marriage

Definition: “The joining of man and woman as one; wedlock; an act
whereby man and woman are united for the purpese of rearing a fami-
ly; an intimate union, recognized by legal authorities.”

In the beginning God created Adam, and from his rib He created “... a
woman, and He brought her to the man. And Adam said: ‘This is now bone
of my bones and flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, because she
was taken out of Man.’ Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother
and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh” (Genesis 2:22-
24). This was the will of God in the beginning and it has remained the same
throughout history.

There are three reasons for marriage:

@ For companionship: Adam had the companionship of God and of
all the creatures He had made, but God said, “/t is not good that man should
be alone; I will make him a helper comparable to him"” (Genesis 2:18). Just
as the first man and the first woman were literally “one flesh”, God intended
that marriage be a partnership in which the two halves would become a
whole. The Scriptures teach that “... hushands ought to love their own wives
as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. For no one ever
hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does
the church” (Ephesians 5:28,29). With this kind of loving, selfless relation-
ship, marriage would be the precious thing God intended.

@® For procreation: Afier creating Adam and Eve, God said, “Be
Sruitful and multiply ... (Genesis 1:28). The great blessing of marriage is
the home that results, providing love, guidance, and security for the children
born to the union. The most important responsibility is spiritual training.

® To avoid fornication: “... because of sexual immorality, let each
man have his own wife, and let each woman have her own husband. Let the
husband render to his wife the affection due her, and likewise also the wife to
her husband” (1 Corinthians 7:2,3). God totally condemns unfaithfulness on
the part of either spouse. Contrary to the world’s thinking, it is grievous sin,

Keep this in mind: as long as one abides by the divine laws that govern
marriage, he/she will be happy, but breaking those laws will inevitably bring
sorrow, regret, shame, and disaster to the family members. b
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Divorce

Meaning: Sever; separate; divide; disunite; disassociate; disrupt; dis-
solving a marriage relationship or partnership.

The modern world is experiencing divorce on every hand. It seems that
the trend is to marry today and divorce tomorrow, or marry this one and if
you don’t like her/him, get a divorce and marry someone else. In this day of
“no fault” divorces, the common attitude of people of the world is that mar-
riage is a trial and error experience, and divorce is the solution when things
“just don’t work out”. Going into marriage with the expectation of eventual
divorce means that the break-up of the arrangement is almost inevitable.

But what does the Bible say? God teaches that there is but one scriptur-
al reason for divorce, and that is for the cause of fornication. “... whoever
divorces his wife for any reason except sexual immorality causes her to
commit adultery; and whoever marries a woman who is divorced commits
adultery” (Matthew 5:32). Hence, one can’t get a scriptural divorce for any
little thing that comes up.

Several years ago, psychologists were saying that it is better for the
children, and everyone involved, for a bad marriage be dissolved. The
assurance was made that children are very resilient and that they do not suf-
fer long-term damage from divorce. More recently, those who study the
growing problems among children are conceding that divorce causes life-
long problems, and that it may actually be better for children to grow up in a
less-than-ideal marriage situation than to be torn between parents through
the agonies of a broken home. Time and experience can be painful teachers.

No doubt, divorce has caused more trouble, strife, bitterness, hardship
and grief than any other one thing — more, even, than the death of a spouse.
It leaves children homeless, it results in psychological problems, drug abuse,
alcoholism and many other destructive behavioral problems. Yes, divorce is
not simply a bad choice; according to the Scriptures, God counts it as SIN.
We need to be teaching every one who will listen that this is one word and
one “solution™ that should never enter their thoughts.

“For the LORD Gad of Israel says that He hates divorce, For it covers
one’s garment with violence, " says the LORD of hosts. "Therefore take
heed to your spirit, that you do not deal treacherously” (Malachi 2:16). %
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- Where Would WeBe -
\ :e Had Not Beq:ome 0hnstuans7

» .Have you every wondered where we
] ,,might be if we had not become Christians and
membem of the Lord's church? If we had not
obeyed the Lord, to lét Him change our lives,
v who would we be today? Where would we
be? ‘What would we be doing? Would we even be alive?
?'**“;f' Look at the apostles and other well-known people of
“'the. Scnptum Look at all of those who became great ser-
k. vants of God, peoplé of renown through the ages whose
 stories are written-in God’s Book. What would-have hap-
pened to them if they had not submitted to the Lord’s will?

For i mstance, in the great history of mankind, what would the Iowly
fisherman, Peter, have ever amounted to without the Lord and Christianity?
If Saul had not been converted, what would have been his end?

Not only did it make a difference to them that they initially obeyed the
Lord, but their faithfulness was vital in their story. Consider some who fell
along the way. Judas is a prime example. What a difference his faithless-
ness made, comparing his end with that of the other apostles. Then there is
the story of Ananias and Sapphira and how they were struck dead by the
Holy Spirit for lying. What about Nadab and Abihu in the Old Testament?
In addition, even the great Pharaoh failed when he opposed God, and Herod
was struck down by the angel of the Lord when he spoke with such grand-
ness that the people proclaimed it was the voice of God and not of man, and
he did not give God glory. The acceptance or rejection of God by these indi-
viduals determined the entire outcome of their lives.

If we had not responded to the Lord’s will, not only would we be lost,
we might have been satisfied to settle down with some mediocre job, to
have married and divorced and married again, to have become a drunkard, a
drug addict, to have developed a habit of cursing, to be physically abusive to
those around us, to get into all kinds irremediable trouble.

Even if we had not gone in some of those directions, we might still have
ended up amounting to nothing, our lives making no positive difference in
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this world. In other words, we
could have just lived and died, and
have finally been lost for all eterni-
ty. Now wouldn’t that have been
horrible?

Though we initially became a
Christian, if we had not been faith-
ful we would still have lost our soul,
going back into the world, living a
life of sin and deceit, perhaps join-
ing some erring religious group, and
living in opposition to the Lord’s
way. It is frightening even to think
of such things.

What a contrast when we be-
come God’s children! We may
choose to give our lives to the great-
est work in all the world — preaching
the Gospel. Many other Christians go
on to become prominent in the secu-
lar world. They succeed in business,
are leaders in their community,and
become heads of schools and col-
leges. There are numerous other areas
where they may see great success,
primarily because they are Christians
and live by the sterling principles of
Christianity.

The problem, however, is that
even Christians are often prone to be
blind as to how they reached this
place in life. They may take full
credit themselves and say, “Look
what I’ve done, what [’ve been able
to accomplish!” True, people out in
the world do succeed, but one who
has become a Christian is far more
likely to have success when he

applies the guidelines in the New
Testament to his life, while refraining
from practices that are not in keeping
with truth and righteousness.

When one becomes a Christian,
he changes his life. He looks at the
world in a different way. He has
Christ and the principles of Chris-
tianity to follow, giving him goals
to reach, pitfalls to avoid. He
becomes a hard worker, has respect
for those with whom he works, is
honest in dealing with others, and
tries to do the best job possible. In
his church family, he is associated
with Christians who will help and
encourage him to succeed.

As a Christian, one’s physical
life, and the lives of his family
members, have changed. They don’t
abuse their bodies with what they
eat and drink, or with their manner
of life, so they usually have better
health. They are able to spend their
money on education, business, and
other worthwhile things since they
don’t waste it on strong drink, gam-
bling, and bad habits.

So where would we be if it had
not been for Christianity that chang-
ed our lives, our future in this world,
and where we will spend eternity?
It’s a good question to ponder.

Do you have something to live
for and to die for? I encourage you
to be a Christian and to let Chris-
tianity make your life an eternal
success. k)






Aloneness
He has told me
— Searching for the words
to say what he feels —
He has told me
of the loneliness
Away from home,
Night after night
In a foreign land.

He says that his music

— his panacea for peace —
Fails him now

And the gnawing ache remains.

He lies in his bed

And cannot sleep .

So e waits in the still loneliness
For morning — and others — to come.

1 undetstood what he said

Where 1 rattle around

Alone.

‘Whatever door I may pass-
Emptiness looms before me;
Whatever room I leave behind

Was filled with that same emptiness.






















FROM THE HEARTOF ...

Because we could not get long-term visas for India, and because he had
to be in the States to raise funds, the children and I lived in Winona during
those 20 years. | admit, we had never planned on doing mission work by
separation, and it was a cost that had to be counted. [n the end, we knew we
could not put our own human preferences above the opportunity to help
bring the truth to many who would be reached in no other way except mass
media. After we committed to the sacrifice, we discovered that God turned
it around and made it into a blessing in countless ways, allowing us to work
together on opposite sides of the world!

The radio programs grew in number, and sometimes shrank because of
not enough funds to keep all of them going. J.C. had an English program,
Sunny David spoke in Hindi, Joshua Gootam in Telugu, P.R. Swamy in
Tamil, P.K. Varghese in Malayalam. With extreme effort we maintained
good coverage in these prominent languages of India. The response in mail
and requests for Bible courses and literature was overwhelming, so the need
to raise funds for printing mushroomed.

In J.C.’s travels back and forth, he realized how much literature and radio
work were needed in other places, so he raised funds for those needs too. For
several years there was an aggressive program of printing and radio work in
Indonesia, which was curtailed when the local man through whom he was
working came to the States for further education. Some printing continues to
be done through Colin Mckee and others who are working there. In time, about
20 broadcasts were arranged for various islands in the Philippines, with litera-
ture for follow-up, co-ordinated by Reuben Emperado. During this time, also,
Wayne and Janet Barrier retired from their jobs and became full-time partners
in the mission effort under the oversight of the Double Springs church.

Part of the work on the American side was the publication of a newspa-
per, World Evangelism, which served as our own report venue and also pro-
vided space for us to help publicize the work being done by other missionar-
ies in many parts of the world. J).C. had also wanted to print a quarterly,
Readers Digest-sized magazine to be shared among Christians in the States
as well as in mission fields. Finally, in 1993 we brought out the first issue
of The Voice of Truth International, with J.C. as the Editor, Byron Nichols
as the Managing Editor, and me doing the layout work. That same year we
built the World Evangelism office building, with a lot of volunteer help
(Andy Akins, G.K. Tanner, Clayton Malone, Clyde Burton, and others) to
house our “staff”” — J.C., Barbara Oliver, Eulene Ramsey, and me — and to
provide storage for the books we were printing in the States.
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attending our curriculum-development meetings, etc. The last three months
he was in and out of hospitals much of the time, and was bedridden during the
last month because of increasing weakness. Our son, Brad, who works for a
software programming company, was able to be with us for that month when
nothing else could be done for J.C., medically. 1 was so thankful that he
could be at home rather than in a hospital room.

J.C. was in a coma for twenty-four hours before his death, not responding
to anything I said or did. When I realized, because of erratic breathing, that he
was dying, I hugged and kissed him, and — wonderful gift! — he kissed me
back. The next breath was his last. He died at 12:20 PM on February 1, 2008.
On February 5, Wayne Barrier, Colin McKee, L.D. Willis, Dennis Larson, Loy
Mitchell, and Byron Nichols led the funeral service at the Winona Church of
Christ facility for the many loved ones who gathered to say their last goodbye.
He was laid to rest in the Oakwood Cemetery in Winona.

Were all of those prayers for him, for us, answered? Yes, in God’s own
good way. J.C.’s spirit was young, but his body was 76 years old, weak
with sickness and worn with age. God was ready for him to come home.
But we had needed the time for others to be brought into the team at
Winona, and for me to learn many things from him that I would have to
know when he was gone. God granted not only the time but packed it with
development for the school and all the other preparations that needed to be
made. He brought Jerry and Paula Bates, and Louis and Bonnie Rushmore
to live in Winona and to work with me, with the Barriers, the Nichols, the
Larsons, and other team members so that the programs here in the US and
overseas can continue.

But none of this work could have been done without the oversight since
1965 of the elders of the Liberty Church of Christ in Dennis, MS, and the
support all of these years of many congregations and individuals who have
faithfully sent their checks month after month, without fail. We have often
said that when a person is involved in a mission effort, those who join hands
in that work are the “cream” of the church. It has truly been a foretaste of
heaven to have known and loved such brothers and sisters in the American
church and in congregations around the world.

I am deeply thankful that the Liberty elders and the many congregations
and individuals who support the work have pledged their continued involve-
ment so that the mass media programs so vital for evangelizing in India and
other countries in Asia can go on without interruptiion.

Now the mantle of leadership in the overseas work and in the mission
training school passes to the Wayne Barrier family, along with the others of
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“How did J.C. Choate affect my life? More to the point, how did he not
affect my life? Writing this piece is odious to me because it means that
there is a big empty hole in my life that no one will ever be able to fill. But
that’s me, I’m selfish — he wasn’t. Even though he was my uncle by mar-
riage and not by blood, when he realized I needed a home, he gave me his.
This may not seem like much to some, but he did this knowing that I was
nothing but a rolling ball of fury.

“I’ve heard that the definition of kindness is ‘goodness in action.’
That’s the living example he gave to me. 1 was always a big person and
even as a child I was often told I was too big to be picked up. When we
would get home from a car trip and all the kids were asleep, he would carry
us and put us to bed. Even if | was wide awake, I did my best to pretend |
was asleep, not to miss this extreme kindness. | never remember him raising
his voice in anger. He could get very animated and there was never any
doubt about where he stood on an issue, but he never yelled.

“Once I was looking for stamps in his desk drawer and instead [ found a
very hurtful letter from my mother’s husband. He came in as | was reading
it. He was so kind in assuring me that the things in the letter were untrue —
he was so sad that I had found it. If you love someone, in a sense, you study
them and store away information about them.

“I can’t remember getting a gift from him I didn’t like, because he knew
me. As a young girl, | was wild about the Osmonds. (He thought 1 was too
wild about them!) Even at that, once we were in Memphis when they were
too, and it was his plan to take me to see them if our plane tickets to the mis-
sion field worked out to allow the time. Small kindnesses mean a lot. Without
them people can’t see God on the earth. Today I’m waiting to go live with the
God who made me because of the kindnesses of JC Choate and the people he
surrounded himself with — Christians. Kindness, goodness (Godliness) in
action, made me want all there was to have of it. Thanks, Dad!”

Steve

(Steve and his family live in Searcy, Arkansas where he teaches at
Harding University. I am thankful to have them within driving distance.)

“] find it extremely difficult to speak of my father, his mission and
accomplishments in the Lord’s work. Having devoted all of his life to mis-
sions with a sense of resolution and dedication few could equal or imagine,
having, myself, been born on the mission field in the early years of that life-
time of effort, | feel that | am too close to all of it to speak with any sense of
proportion or comprehensive balance, like a man who lives in the foothills
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and cannot grasp the profound scope and scale of the mountain that sur-
rounds him. 1 can only glimpse some apsect of these things in hearing and
reading the words of others, evangelists, missionaries, preachers, men and
women better positioned than | to speak of his efforts in a variety of mis-
sions-related fields, and how those efforts impacted peoples’ lives, led to
conversions, inspired others to lead and evangelize, touched upon eternity.

“I can say a little about the man, as husband and father. Even here,
though, his dedicatoin was so complete, his focus so constant, that to know
him, you had to know his commitment to the Lord’s work. Through this,
however, you found a strong man, vigorous in following the Great
Commission, one who knew no bounds, recognized no meaningful obstacles
in spreading the Gospel. You would also come to know a quiet man, one
who projected a sense of resoultion second to none. Sure in his faith, a lov-
ing husband and father who led by example, slow to anger, tender in his
affections, my father also possessed many interests. He was a great music
enthusiast, loved to travel, to experience different cultures, make new
friends, and one who recognized no cuitural, ethnic, linguistic or class
boundaries. He recognized better than any human being I have ever known
the common truth that we are all God’s children, and all of us are in need of
God’s saving grace and the blood of Jesus Christ. It is through these dis-
parate things that the stature of the man — and the magnitude of our loss —
may be measured.”

Brad (Shannon)

(When Brad lef for college, he fell in love with Georgia the first semester,
worked at Harding during school vacations, and didn’t come home for those
long summer months that allowed his mother to emotionally “let go” of her
baby. At the end of every visit through the years | cry, and explain, “It’s
because you didn’t come back home like the other kids did.” When his compa-
ny allowed him to come 10 be of help to J.C. and me during those last weeks of
his life, Brad remarked, “You always said | never came home. Well, now I’ve
come home.” In helping me to lift and tumn J.C., | have never seen more gentle-
ness — like a father with a sick baby. Those experiences together in caring for
the one we so deeply loved meant more than | can say. About computers, Brad
can talk endlessly, but about his heart the words don’t come easily.)

“As a selfish child, I grieve for the loss of my father. But | am comfort-
ed knowing that he is now with the Father that he loved and served so faith-
fully ali of his life. He was truly a good and faithful servant.”
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gave me the grand tour of their working facilities, showed me attention and
kindness. This missionary publisher loaded me down with missions and
preaching books from his stock.

1 did not know him so well, but his soft-spoken manner, his attentive-
ness, his concern for faithfulness in doctrine and missions, his treatment of
me as an equal, invested in that long familiar name all the good and gentle
qualities I could have hoped for.

So, as he rests from his labors, and as we continue ours, encouraged for
years by his efforts, we salute this servant of Christ who showed the perfect
love of God for all men, J.C. Choate.

ARJUNAN AND GLORY, BATLAGUNDA ...

We miss brother J.C. a lot. Though it is unbearable to us we comforted
ourselves that we would meet him in Heaven. We thank God for his literature
ministry which is alive. We know a couple in Batlagundu, both are retired
teachers. Whenever we meet them they speak about our brother J.C’s ministry
in India because they had attended the meeting and heard J.C’s preaching.
Through the good work which was committed unto us we could reap 50 souls
at “Readers’ Seminar” in Ariyalur District, an unforgettable event.

DEMAR AND DIXIE ELAM, OPEN DOORS MINISTRY ...

You know how much Dixie and 1 love you and how much we loved J.C.
He was truly a “Soldier of Christ”. He was a great warrior of the Lord’s
Cause on this earth and he will be greatly missed.

Dixie and | both know J.C. is better off than those of us who are earth
bound, but we also know how much good he was doing and could have done
had he stayed with us longer. The statement, “he will be missed”, is said
about many people but when it comes to J.C. that statement is amplified
because he was a giant in missions. He has been a voice in worldwide mis-
sions for so long. Many missionaries looked to him for inspiration. We
were motivated by his zeal. Global missions was made richer for J.C.’s
years and years of personal involvement.

ASGHAR ALl LAHORE, PAKISTAN ...

1 have known brother Choate since, as a young man in Lahore, | lefi the
Muslim faith and was baptized into Christ.

I do not know how to express my feelings on this sad news of our
brother passing away. He was the first pioneer missionary to Karachi and
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It is my privilege to write about our beloved brother J.C. Choate, who
was indeed a great soldier in God’s army, and a great servant in the Lord’s
kingdom. When Moses died, God said, “Moses, My servant, is dead”
(Joshua 1 :2). I believe God would have said the same words for J.C.

FRANCIS DAVID, NEW DELHI, INDIA ...

I have personally known J.C. since 1970 when I was just a young boy.
I was quite impressed with his dedication and missionary zeal for the Lord.
He was totally committed to the Great Commission. It was back in 1977, |
remember, when he first approached me and asked if I would leave my sec-
ular work and join in the fulltime ministry. 1 accepted, and today I am what
I am because of his encouragement. For me, he was just like Barnabas who
is called the son of exhortation.

J.C. made trips to India twice a year, and his first destination would be
New Delhi, where he would stay for some weeks to record the radio ser-
mons. We used to eat, laugh, crack jokes, and discuss our efforts to spread
the cause of Christ. I have no hesitation in saying that evangelism was in
his blood. His life was evangelistic, and that is why most of the time he was
away from home, working in Asia. I can imagine when he was bedridden,
he must have been thinking how to print more literature and reach more
people.

Once I was talking with J.C. and asking him (I was just kidding) what
would be our retirement age? And you know what he said: “Francis we
never retire in the Lord’s work.” He also always gave first preference to the
kingdom of God (Matthew 6:33). He taught me by his example. He would
never miss the worship service, and always encouraged his co-workers and
Christians not to travel to Delhi or back to their states on Sundays, missing
worship. Another important thing | learned from him that he had a great
faith in prayer (1 Thessalonians 5:17).

The church in Delhi will miss him, because he was like a family mem-
ber, and no doubt, all over the world Christians will miss him.

JOsHUA GOOTAM, KAKINADA, INDIA . . .

J.C. was remarkable and extremely courageous. I am feeling sorry that
I did not have more time to spend with him. But whatever time we had
together, it was quality time. When he first came to Bombay in 1965 he was
the one who taught me how to build a sermon to preach. He also took me to
a Bible book store down town and bought my first Bible concordance. The
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outlines method and the concordance are still with me. They will be with
me till my sojourn on this earth comes to an end.

During the intervening years since those early days in Bombay, we have
shared many hours of preparation of radio tapes together, and have printed
many thousands of books and magazines to be used as follow-up tools. A
few years back he raised funds for Telugu TV programs . ..

JOHN REESE. PRESIDENT, WORLD BIBLE SCHOOL . . .

We remember with fondness and love all the many times that J.C. and
you came to visit us in South Africa. You were always such an encourage-
ment and inspiration to us. You shared with us a deep faith in the Lord and
inspirational ways to reach greater numbers of people in the world for the
Lord. There never seemed to be a limit to what J.C. believed could be done.
He shared with us a great vision for reaching the lost around the world.

J.C. was also a wonderful inspiration to many missionaries in getting
their experiences in a presentable format to share with the brotherhood. We,
certainly, have been inspired by reading many of these accounts. Thanks to
both of you for helping share these stories with all of us.

NIRMAL MALIK, NEw DELHLI, INDIA . . .

In brother Choate’s good health, he courageously tried to teach us The
Way from the Word. In his failing health, he tried to teach us to live The
Way. In his final abode, he teaches us to leave off the world to go The Way...

PHILEMON RAJAH, MADURAL INDIA . . .

Some 20 years back 1 met brother J.C. Choate, a gigantic-figured man
with a child heart and very strong, dynamic dedication to evangelize the
whole world with the only one true Gospel of Christ. 1 must thank brother
P.R. Swamy for giving me a chance to meet such a wonderful Christian.

In India alone, because of brother J.C., through radio, TV, literature,
Bible correspondence courses, hand bills, and books, many people speaking
Tamil, Telugu, English, Hindi, Malayalam, Kannada, and Paite languages
have obeyed the truth. Apart from these, he was instrumental in taking the
Gospel through magazines and other printed materials to many countries in
Africa and Asia.

To myself, along with Indian brothers like P.R. Swamy (Bangalore),
Rajanayagam (Kangayam), Arjunan (Batlagundu), P.K. Varghese
(Trivandrum), Joshua Gootam (Kakinada), and Sunny and Francis David
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SUNNY DAVID,. NEW DELHI, INDIA . . .

In 1968 | first met brother J.C. Choate in New Delhi where [ live with
my family. [ was working in a religious bookstore. Brother Choate had just
arrived in Delhi with his family with the goal of planting the New Testament
church in the capital city of India. In his visits to the bookstore, he asked me to
come to his house on Sunday for worship, which I did. Afterwards, he asked
me a few questions, as to what church I was member of, and how and when
was | saved, etc. After listening to me, he showed me what the Bible teaches
about the church and how to be saved. It didn’t take long for me to see and
believe the truth. From the time of my baptism, J.C. began to encourage me to
teach others what I had learned. Soon, I was able to lead my family members
and others to obey the truth.

In the years to follow, as the church grew and as the Choates continued to
come to Delhi, we were like a big family. Each time they came, everyone
rejoiced, but when they would leave, everyone would be saddened. When J.C.
got sick and was unable to come anymore, everyone in the church here was
earnestly praying to the Father in heaven for him. When it was announced that
he had passed away, the whole church went into mourning. J.C. was very
much loved and respected in Delhi.

Brother Choate was a faithful Christian, full of evangelistic zeal. He
firmly believed in the power of the printed page. With his initiative, here in
Delhi we printed countless number of books and tracts, some of which he him-
self had written and others were written by various members of the church in
the States and by preachers here. He began publishing The Bible Teacher, a
monthly magazine, which is now in its thirty-ninth year of printing. J.C. was
so zealous for the spread of the Gospel that he would not want to miss any
opportunity. His mind was always searching for ways to reach more people
with the Gospel. When he learned in 1975 that radio was available in Sri
Lanka (Ceylon at that time), for Gospel preaching beamed to [ndia, he brought
several men together to record lessons in different languages of the country.
When he came to know that TV could be used in India, itself, he began to use
that too. The Gospel of Christ was first and foremost on his mind.

As | look back to many years of working together with J.C. in the king-
dom of our Lord, [ am reminded of what the voice from heaven instructed
John to pen about those who die in the Lord in Revelation 14:13. Yes, we
know, he is no more with us on this earth, but he still speaks, and will con-
tinue to speak and lead many to obey the truth.
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HAROLD AND LILANI THOMAS, SRI LANKA . . .

Brother Reggie taught me the way of the Truth for almost one ycar
before 1 rendered obedience in 1986 and thereafter married Lilani. During
these times I came to know how our late beloved brother J.C. had come to
Sri Lanka over 40 years ago, and was instrumental in establishing the Lord’s
church in our beautiful island. One of the first converts had been our late
dear brother Reggie.

Over the years J.C. and Betty had been constantly visiting Sri Lanka
and continued teaching the “whole council of God” to the church. In doing
this great vocation, he flooded us with all possible literature on the basics
and the advanced pure Christian doctrine. Those valuable materials were of
immense importance to the growing church and J.C. believed firmly that the
investment in pure Christian doctrine is very profitable.

As years went on, it was Lilani and I who would go to the airport to get
JC and Betty, and as usual he comes with more than § full suitcases of radio
tapes and many types of Christian books. 1 felt so sorry for him and told
him, “Let me carry these bags, JC.” “Harold, don’t even think about it,” he
told me. As | was in my mid-thirties [ tried carrying those bags. Believe
me, if 1 did, my arm would have come off!! (As [ write this, my eyes are
filled with tears.) This is how JC worked for the Lord. He stood for all the
docirinal truth as a barge!

One day | asked him, “J.C., can a man become an elder in the church,
having one faithful child?” “There are many arguments on this issue,
Harold, but as for me the Bible says to be an elder you must have belicving
children, and children means more than one. Till | die | will only follow the
Bible.”

To the church in Sri Lanka J.C. was the perfect mentor, and as the years
went by, he was instrumental in helping to raise the necessary funds from
the churches in USA to erect a church building in Colombo. We have faced
many ups and downs but brother J.C. stood with us through all. His sick-
ness and the eventual death of the physical body were a shock 1o us, but as
all Christians know from the Truth, JC will have a place prepared for him by
our Lord.

To JC, MY OTHER FATHER — Lilani
How can | describe the confusion in a 6 year old girl’s mind when her
father introduced a big, tall white man as “Brother JC”? My confusion was,
how can one’s name be two letters in the alphabet? 1t was explained that the
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If You Could See Where I Have Gone

Author Unknown
If you could see where I have gone,.

You'd know
The beauty of this place,
And how it feels to be at home,
To see the Savior’s face,

To wake in peace. and know no fear,
Just joy beyond compare.
“While still on earth you miss me,
Yet you wouldn’t want me there,
If you could see where I have gone.
- If you could know where I have gone;

Could see the things I see,
You'd know.I didn't go alone,
The Savior came with me.

I woke to find Him at my side,
Reaching out His hand:
“Hurry, son, yow're going home:
To a grand and glorious land.
Don’t worry for the ones you love,
For T am awith them too,

And dow’t you know
with you at home,

They’ll long to be here soon?”

If you could see where I have gone,
And see what I've been shoun,
You’d never know another fear,
Or ever feel alone.
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You'd marvel at the care of God,
‘His hdand on évery life,

And realize He really cares,

And hears each broken sigh.
You'd know He weeps when one is lost,
' Butohthemwlnenanecmneslwm—

Safe in His arms again.

If you could see where I have gone, -
Could stay awhile with me,
Could share the things that

. God hasmade:

| i} & To grace eternity —

-~ But, no, yow'd never want to leave,

- God’s presence on His throne;

You couldn’t bear to walk earth’s path,

Once heaven was your home.

If you could see where I have gone,
You’d know we’ll meet sonie day,
And though I'm parted from you now
Yow'd know I'm just asway.

- So thank you, loved ones,
thank you, friends,

For living for the Lord.

For teaching me to love Him,

To trust Him and His word.
And now I'm safe at home with Him,
Secure in every way,

b I'm waiting here at heaven’s door,
To greet you some sweet day.
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Normally I do not dream in my sleep at home, in India, or anywhere
else. But last night I had a dream. It was an exciting dream, having to do
with Betty and me and the work we are doing in Asia.

I dreamed that Betty and I were visiting friends in a particular congre-
gation in the States. We knew that they wanted to make a contribution to
the Lord’s work, and we knew that it would amount to several thousand dol-
lars. That was a wonderful thing to look forward to!

When the check was given, I couldn’t help but slip a peek just as soon
as I could. As | opened it, | saw the figure 10 and so I automatically con-
cluded that it was a check for $10,000, but as I looked closer, | saw that it
was made out for $100,000!

I could hardly believe my eyesl As [ thought about this amount, | real-
ized that we could get caught up on all of our printing debts and could
answer “yes” to the many requests of brethren for much more printing in the
countries in which we are presently working. Maybe we could print the
concordance we have in mind in several languages. [t was wonderful and
thrilling to think on all of those possibilities!

But then | remembered that Betty is deeply concerned about the need to
print a whole series of class materials for the church — a new project that
will take a lot of money. This $100,000 would only begin to get that work
off the ground. So, how to use the money was the big question.....

Then — of all things — [ woke up! It was only a dream! What a disap-
pointment! How wonderful it would have been if the dream had been real!

I lay there thinking of all the good brethren we know who could easily
make that dream come true. There are any number who could give $1,000,
$10,000, or even $100,000 to the literature, radio, and TV work, or to the class
material project. There might even be a few who could give a million doliars!
No, | am not dreaming when | say these things, and if there were those who
would give in this way to these needs, just think of what could be done, of the
people who could be influenced, of the souls that could be saved!

So, 1 am going to put my dream on hold, with the prayer that it will soon
come to pass, and perhaps even far exceed any dream I have ever had. With
God all things are possible; and even with my brethren who long to do God’s
will — even with them — things are possible that we have never imagined.

Yes, | pray that my dream will come true and | hope you will also pray to
that end. To be honest with you, | believe that it will one day be a reality. ¢
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Mack Lyon’s SEARCH TV pro-

grams are on 76 broadcast TV sta-
(‘QE[J SEARCH tions, 41 broadcast radio stations,
F patemete 192 cable systems, and S satellite
T A renin a6 oo vt systems (Dish, GBN, American
Life, DirecTV, and INSP). Benefit
from the lessons, support the preaching of the Gospel. Phone: 800-321-
8633; email: search@searchtv.org; Web site: www.searchtv.org.
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The oldest magazine in
| the brotherhood, Editor
Neil Anderson has kept
The Gospel Advocate true
to the Biblical message, with attention to current issues and needs
in the church. You will benefit greatly from its monthly infusion of
truth. Phone: 800-251-8446; Web site:www.gospeladvocate.com
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Restoration Radio Network Interna- neslorauon Ra:lio Network
tional, led by Roy Beasley, uses short- .

wave radio to reach people in English,
French, Philippine dialects, Spanish #O B 111633
and Arabic, with a well-organized Nkl TR ST
“Apollos Follow-Up Program”. Phone: 615 833-4771; Web
site:www.rrni.org. Help reach the masses through radio.

Gospel Gazette Online is a 20-page, monthly ,,
Gospel magazine on the Internet, begun by 7€
Louis and Bonnie Rushmore in 1999. Thous-
ands of articles, written by faithful Christians,
are archived and selectable through the onsite J.
search engine. GGO is free to users throughout ™
the world, and it is visited regularly even in parts of the world that remain
virtually inaccessible to missionaries. (www.gospelgazette.com)
Apologetics Press has been the voice in
churches of Christ for many years, speaking
clearly, loudly, and Biblically on subjects per-
taining to Creation/Evolution, the Godhead,
the inspiration of the Scriptures, and many
other vital questions of faith. Dave Miller
has produced excellent DVDs on The Silencing of God in America and The
Quran. Phone: 800-234-8558; Web site: www.ApologeticsPress.org.
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We Are Calling for Your Help Now!
It is Urgent!!!

¢ “1 am a Christian, preaching and teaching the Word of God to oth-
1 ers. I have one of your books here, entitled BIBLE THEMES,
! which I have read for almost 6 times. I have no other book to read
: apart from the Bible. Please, I kindly request for more books that
1 you may have at the moment — even second-hand books I will
: appreciate very much. Martin Mazzai (from Zambia)”

1 Brethren, are you listening? We are getting many calls from
I our brethren in Africa and Asia, begging for THE VOICE OF
! TRUTH INTERNATIONAL and other books. Those people are
y starved for Christian literature. Will we hear them or will we deny
I them the spiritual food they crave? It is up to you.
With our editions in English, Spanish, (Telugu and Tamil in
1 India), we are printing 60,000 to 70,000 copies of this quarterly
I magazine, but our goal is to reach 100,000 copies of each issue (we
wish it could be a million or more!). We can print and ship one box
1 of 35 copies to a foreign address for approximately $35.00, provid-
I ing literature for 35 people. If you send $35.00 a month, covering
} the cost of 12 boxes a year or 3 per quarter — 420 magazines —
j you will be enabling 420 X 10 people to read 112 pages of Gospel
I message in a year. That’s 4200 people you can be instrumental in
: teaching with this small contribution and small effort on your part!
3 Think of the good that would do!

! The world cannot get better without the guidance of God’s
: Word. Please help us to have the funds to send THE VOICE OF
1 TRUTH INTERNATIONAL to those who are asking for it.

: To help with this particular need, please send your checks to

: THE VOICE OF TRUTH INTERNATIONAL
P.O. Box 72, Winona, MS 38967
To speed up your announcement that you want to help,
call us at 662-283-1192 or send your E-Mail to
Choate@WorldEvangelism.org
Web site: WorldEvangelism.org



Dear Brethren:

O | want to subscribe to the quarterly magazine, THE
VOICE OF TRUTH INTERNATIONAL. Enclosed is my
check for $12.00 for four issues, or $20.00 for eight issues,
starting with Volume . My address is given below.

O | want to order the complete set of volumes in print (56
issues) for the reduced price of $2.00 per copy. My address is
given below.

0O Please send special prices for WBS teachers and their
students.

0O | wantto MAKE A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION of THE
VOICE OF TRUTH INTERNATIONAL. Enclosed is my
check for $12.00 for four issues, or $20.00 for eight issues,
starting with Volume . The address is given below.

O | wantto send $25.00 per month (or a multiple), for a
box of 35 copies (or multiples) of each issue of the magazine
as they are printed. Churches are also urged to use boxes
in this way. Or you may send one payment of $300.00 per
year for four issues. This will help us to send more cpoies to
the mission fields.

O We want to give $35 each month to help send this
magazine to mission fields of the world, including the USA.

(Return this form in an envelope, along with your check,
to the following address, stating your wishes.)
THE VOICE OF TRUTH INTERNATIONAL

Box 11218
Springfield, MO 65808
Att. Byron Nichols

NAME
STREET
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WHEN THE STORY Is TOLD
Betty Burton Choate
When the story is told and it’s over,
When there's nothing more to be said
But a whispered unfolding of memories,
Recalling the life of the dead,

When the voice that we loved has grown silent,
When the smile that we cherished is still,
When the heart that aroused us to action

No longer responds to the will,

When our own hearts are hurting and broken,
The pain like the edge of a knife,

Oh let us recall, with the anguish,

That the dead in the Lord wake to life!

He has gone — yes — to be with the Father
Through the veil that now shadows the way —
‘Dear God, pierce my darkness of sorrow

With the light of eternity’s day!

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:
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