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Pléadmg for the: Restoratwn of Pure New. Testmne»t Chﬂstzam‘ty
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The St"or_y of Man

o Man is a created and natan evolvedn;bemgo:r he Bable States*"So ]
- God: greated man in.His: own.image;-in the-image af :God ' He:created -
him;, male and female He, created them." (Genesis 1:27).-Man-is:a.dual -
bplng, that.is, he is both-physical:and; spiritual: Genesis ZTSays “And
the Lord God formed man of thedust of thekground L,anwbreathed into'
h]s nostrils the breath.of. life; and:man became adiving bémg Christ
taught, “Man shall pot-live- by. bread alone,-but by every word of God:"
(Luke 4:4). Speaking :about;the twa:distinct. ‘personalities of man, at2
Coririthians' 4:16, Paul, ‘the -apostle; said, -“Therefore we ‘do! not: fose
heart..Even though ouriqutward.man is penshlng. yet thevinward ‘marn.is’
being: renewed day:by' day.”.Our outward man is: ‘physical: ‘outside; aur
inward man is spiritual inside.Theroutward is perishing,.as we grow-ofd*
and weak; but the iaward is beirig;tenewed,-as weatry to livesin Christ
. each day, by. contemplating on the; 3hmgs gternatwhich-age not saen.
-Man exists on earth-in the: state'of:sin; by:nob walkirg. sccording 4
the laws of God. (1 :John;3:¢). 'For. all-have $inhed;"says the i Bible at'
Romans: 3:23,. sand fall.short.of-the-glosy of-God." Notice, thatvitcsays;'
“have  sinned, babies. are ‘not bornwith::sig;they are sinless; ‘and:
therefore: are qualified to enter and-live:dn:hetiven;: ifithey ‘die‘-bafdté»
maturity or before the dge of accountabjlity. {MatthewA18:3:& 19:14)i;+
-The Creater of man, God has appomted'for mehto die once bt
 afier: this: the.judgment."" (Hebréws 9:27), 'Dedth “means ' separatnbh g
Through - death~ man's - body' "and- soﬂl ‘or “spirit’ ‘get séparatéd:”
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dead but the separation of soul from God's fellowship because of sin is
the state of death. (Ephésians’2:4)-Justras Adamsand Eve had died in

. the beginning when they had violated God's command. (Genesis 2:17).

Isaiah.59:2 says, “But your iniquities have separated you from your God,
and your sins have hidden H|s face from yo . oo,
# “%jesus Christ is man's savnour ‘1’he Word ‘who was with_ ééd
was ' God, in heaven, assumed man's flesh, became a man. Just as He
became man by the power of God; He was, - by the power ‘and fore-
knowledge of God, allowed to die on the cross for all humanuy, taking -
upon Himsetf alf sing of t WOrtd’ WeTéad, from 2 Cur:r;thlans’gs“i 5-21,
“And_He died-for dll, th those Who | Yive should-live no.lobger for
themselves,’ ‘but for Hifrwho died for them and rose again . .. There-
fore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation . . . Now all thmgs are of
‘God, who has reconciled us to Hi self, th oug us Christ ... that
God was in Chridk reelé?}%éll bthé!% @Hrﬁggl?fnot lmputmg their
trespasses to them . . . For He made Him who knew no sin to be sm for
us; that'we might bebome thetrighteousadss 6f God-in-Him.” THus; when
man dies physically, he.dies: either in Christ, in the'savéd: state, or'in sun
in. thelostrstate. In' Luke 16th: chapter, Chirist poitrayed the'two states’of
man-after déath.. Fhere.is.the story-of the rich:mén and Lazaris; bothcf
* them; after their death, had:gone into:Hades; yet'in differant sections of’
‘Hades. ‘While: the-lost vich man was: in"the téfmantifig ‘section’ ‘of 'thi!
Hades.hj.azarus.w on thet.otherhand; ‘was in- Abidham's: Bosom 'oF -
Raradise; where-the righteous: souls:go. Christ:t¢o, “afterHis déath“‘ﬁad}
entered. Hades; according to Acts 2:27:& 31 Also'sbe Matthéw 1648,
Butisince He was: without.sin;:that is;:Hé Himselfhad never: ‘cofmittet
any sin (Hebrews,4:15; 1 Peter.-2:22),-He went-ihto Paradie! (Cuke-
23:43)n Hadesjactording toLuke: 16126, a great: gulfis ﬂxed"so thaﬁ‘ A
0. ong can-pass overto:the othersidegfrom oneside; = 5.3 . & .ww b
.God: has ggpdinted fr all #er'biice'to g ARG Thew face Hin T
Egudgmem {The apostle preached; *For. we:must il appéai-bisfore the
gmpent seat-of>Christ;:that-edch.oneé: may. teceive the" things donie i’
\body;-according to'what he:has ddne; ‘whether>gbod or bad:™!(2!
Ythians 5:10). The day-of the judgment:is called the: day-of the t.ord
'ter 3 10} Christ will-appear-@sithe judge t6 judgethe Whole wotld"
eousness~ ¢Aots 17:80,'31)iThe:day of the' judgment ‘wilt also be"
\of the. resurrectlonch-au.(voo not-marvel:at this;"said Christ in
apter 5:28,29, for the hour is. coming; in which-all. :wha araiin the:
\ll hear;His voice, and come forth;:those;who have done:good,
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to the resurreotron of life;. and those who have done -evil, to the
“But, someone wull say. how are. the dead*ralsed up? And wrth what body
do they comg?” *Foolish one,” says;the Apostle Paul;'what:you sow is
not made. alive ‘unless.it-dies. And what.you sow, you.do:not:sow that
body-that shall be but mere. dram—perhaps whegt or some. other:grain..
But God gives it a body as He pleases, and to each seed its.own body.
-»1,89. alsg. is the resurrection. of .the, dead. .The. body. .is sown in
corruptron, itis rarsed -in lnoorruptlon Itis sowp in dlshonor it is raised:
mrglory It i sown.in weakness itis, rarsed Jin power. Iti is.sown.a natural
body, it is rarsed a spiritual body.” (1 Cennthrans 15:35- 38 42-44) ‘
Aooordrng to. Matthew 10; 28 Chrlstytaught “And do.not fear those
who kill the, body but cannat kl[l the soul. But rather fear Him who is able
to destroy both soul and body in hell.” ' While in. Hades only souls go, but.
in_hell, theze will baboth soul. and body, and the :same will be true of.
heaven AS on .the judgment day, when, the. bodres wrll be resurrected
trom the earth Hades will dehver .up the. dead whtch e in them
(Revelatton 20 13). Thus the. complete, .man, both soul and. body, will.
- stand before the judgment seat,of Chris,.either on His nght side in.the
company of the saved and nghteous, or wnh the mu!trtude of the lost in
sm ‘on His Ieft to recetve the flnal and eternal reward where the words
of Christ will come to pass, “And’ ‘these ' will go away into. everIastmg,
-pumshment but the rrghteous into, eternal life.” (Matthew 25 46).
Man who was created in the lrnage ot etemal God wrll live torever
in. etermty, erther in hell qr in, hpaven, Just.as; we ,oannot escape:death
and judgment we. wrll not be_ able to escape.. eternlty the unendmg.
existence of the’ tmmortals Therefore .as a man the greatest and the
utmost. lrnportant thmg that I can do on earth isto make sure that | am
tound in Chnst The Brble teaches that by fa|th and being bapttzed into.
Chnst one gets inlo Chnst or pUt H|m on (Galajlans 3 26 27); and by
followmg Hls steps, one hvgs in Htm darly (1 Peter 2: 21) .And, finally, it
s;ay “Blessed are the dead who die'i in the Lord from now on. Yes says
' the Spmt that they may rest from therr labours. and therr works fol!ow
them " (Revelatton 14: 13). ) .
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" . be'the judgment day. This:will be. the final day, the last day, the day in

which the'Lord will judge-all-of mankind. It will be payday, theday in
which the Lord will determine whether one'will be-saved or lost: 1t will be,
the;day that all have:ieard of, that the-masses. have dreaded; but:it will
be a reality. it-wiil be a day'that-none can escape,-a day that will-not be
postponed, a-day that will determme where one and all will spend
aternity. :

The Hebitew writer tells us, "And as’ n is appornted uhto men once - .
to aie, but after this the judgment.” (Hebrews 9:27) Paul says, “Forwe'
shall all stand before the judgment seat of Chirist .". . So'then eVery‘ dhe
oi us shall.give account of himselt to God." (Romans 14:10,12).”

~ Again; Paul says, “For'we must ail appear before the judgment
seat of Christ; that every'one may receive the things done in hi$ body,
ccording 1o that -he- hath ‘doie, whether ‘it ‘be good ‘or bad." @
Corinthians' 5:10). -After -Paul -said “that God commands all' men
everywhére to repent,”he continués“by saying, “Becélise ‘he “hath
.appointed a‘day-in the which he will jidge the wotld’ in ngmeoushess by‘ '
that man whom-he hath ordained; whéreof he hath given assurance .
unto all:men in that he hath raised’ him from the dead.” (Acts 17:31).
‘Peter feminds us; “For the tlme is come ‘that judgment must begin
" at the'house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of’
them that obey not the g‘ospel of God"‘ (1 Peter 4: 1—7) In other words, '
at the judgment the Lord will savé his peop|e. the’ church but those who
have not obeyed the gospel ‘will be “lost. Paul "said- that the ‘Lord is
-coming to take vengeance on those who know not God and obey ot
the gospel. (1 Thessalorians 1:7-9). Unbalievers then, along with ihose
who fail to obéy the gospel, will be !osfon the day of judgmient, '

- Who wrll judge us? Chrlsl answers that by sayrng,':"He that,
rejecteth e, and receuveth nét- my words, hath one that 1udgeth ‘hirn:
the word that | havé spoken the’ same shall 1udge him.in the last day
(John 12:48). That means then that we know how the Lord" wrll ]udge us,
if we will but read and’ study "his word, because we will bé judged,
according 1o those thlngs wiitten in his ‘word. Do We believe what the
Lord has said? Are we doing what the Lord has taught in his word? If we
believe the Lord's ‘word and obey it, then that word will pronounce a
blessing on us at the! Judgr‘nent if:we' refuse 3o bilieve it, or fail to do

~what it teaches, then it wil condemn us at the ;udgment It will judge us
honestly and truthfully and wrthout partiality: Furthermore, it will be final.

Concerning that day, Chiist said, “Not .every one that Saith unto
me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the ngdom of heaven; but;he that
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me rn
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that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophested iri thy name? ‘and in thy
name have cast out devils? and in’ thy hafe dorie many wonderful
works? Ahd then will | profess unito them;'I'never knew you: depart from
me, 'ye - that work niquity.” (Matthew. 7:21-23): That means: ‘then that.
many religious -people will be lost-at the judgment because they Have
failed to do the Lord's will.

The good; the bad; the young, the old, the believer, the- unbellever
the religious; the noh-religious, the member of ‘the church, and the one
who is not a member; and all nationalities and all tribal groups will be

- there; all of these, and all others will be there on the day of wdgment to
be: mdged TR ‘

In Matthew 25 Chtist gives a pscture of the ;udgment and he‘says,
“When the Son of man:shall come in his glory, and:all the holy -angels
with' him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory; And before him
shall be gathered all nations; and: he- shall separate themone from
another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the:goats: And shall set
the sheep,on. his fight hand;. but the goats on the left.” (Matthew 25:31-
33). The record continues-and shows: how he judges them. and then we
read concaming the wicked. and the rlghteous, “And these: shall go-away
into everlasting punishment:. but the nghteous into life eternal.” (Matthew

5'46) - Ce

My friend are you ready:10 stand before the: Lord at the judgmenl?
Are you prepared to hear the verdict? Where will you spend etemity?
Listen, time is runnlng out.iPrepare:now to mest God.

'

Zspeaa[[y For ‘Wamen

Worshlp -

BerrY Bum'on CHOATE
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-"God is Spirit, and lhose who WOrshlp Hlm must warshlp in spmt
and truth"(John 4“24)
*And they oammued steadfastly " the aposrles doctrine and
’fellowshrp, in‘the breaking of bred; and'in prayers” (Acts 2: 42).
©“On the first day %t the week, let ‘@acli'orie of you lay something

asidé; sfonng up as he may prosper, that lhere be no collectlons when l
come™ (1’ Cor. 16:2).
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" will declare.Your name, fo. my brethren; in.the midst of the
congregation | will sing prajseto.You" (Hebrews.2:12), -.... -

- *Speaking, to: one: anether .in .psalms.iand- hymns . -and- gpiritual
songs, singing and ‘making ; melody: ‘in:your heart-to:the Lord, giving
thanks always for all-things to-God. the Father in- the .name of ;our-Lord

~Jesus Christ” (Eph. 5:19,20). - T L

- -"But why-do.we worship on-Sunday?" Aseema asked-as the family
sat down to eat lunch after- they had come home from worship..'Some
people worship_en: Fridays, some on- just any -day. Why is-Sunday
special to.us?” PR P T T

“In the law of Moses, God had given the seventh day of the-week
as the Sabbath,;the day, of rest for.everyone," Papa answered.:“Do you
remember.what happened-on the first ‘'seventh’ day?" - S

-l 'know!" answered - James. - “The.:creation! - That-. was when

everything-had been made"and God resfed:” R R

“That's right," Papd’ said. I’ Exodus’20:18 "God 'said, ‘Rerfibmbisr
 the Sabbath’ day, 16 keep it holy:* But ‘when Jesus was" résurfected; i
. Was ‘early on thie first'day ‘of the" weiek,: the day"tHat the’wotld calils
"Sunday: On 'that day thedisciples had:gathered'in one plice, ‘andHs -
appeared 1o them (Mt. 16:2; Jn. 20:19). The churdh was also begtin on
the first day of the week, bécause Pentecost came on that day (Acts
2:1). Then the Christians regularly assembled on. that day. Ohee when
Paul'was in Troas he waited a'whole'weekin ‘order to be abtle:to worship
with the church. We 'know that: this: worship- day- was of importance
because Paul went on his journey the next morning, even though he
had preached and talked with the Christians all through the night! But
even though he was in a hurry, he had'stayed over «or seven
days—right through the Sabbath day-when the people of God had "
* previously worshipped under, the law of Moses, and he had waited to
assemble with the Christians {d:breiak biead on the first day of the week.
That was the day on which they ate. the supper in memory of Jesus'
death (Acts 207). It was also the dayiohiwhich: Paul told the Christians
in the city of Corinth to make their contributions for the work of God (1
Cor. 16:2). Under the law of Ghrist, God wants 1o be first in oug-hearts,
so perhaps that is why He chose the first day of the week instead of the
l-ias.t as"he.;‘?f.‘e tq,lge .catlg'g‘,'th‘e LOI‘d'S;d&V'(ReV 1‘710)‘ sty et

“Through the. centurieg there have heen many.people who.made

changes jn worship.. Some have. changed. the, day.. Some have added
things to worship—the burning.. of candles,_the. counting’ of, beads,
praying to people instead of to God. Some have added-bands o, singing
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groups,.some-have:added all kinds of musical-instruments.;Qthers have..
left-off-things which. were. a-part-of the.worship-of the-early church.’They-
don't-have: the ‘Supper..af -Jesus each:aveek. They- maynot-sing; and-
some-do:very fittle studying:of-God's word—the aposties’ doctring.” s~
“But to change \the -worship>bf God is- & very:serious' thing. :N¢"
human ‘has the-right to do that, or to deglde “I llke thls way better It
doesn't really matter.” Everything Goés Worg'e Says is u‘nporla t and we'
must obey Him. In thé OId Téstamenit fHate We’r‘e‘t\% youry'priests who
thotight it didn't'matter i-they didii’t folfow ec}d&detan of whist'Gdd had
said” Leviticus' 101, 2 tells’ Us! *THen"Nadbb 'and’ Abihty e soré of
Adron, ‘a4cH 106K hig censér'and bt fife dn' 4t ﬁnd‘éﬂbred‘ profangfird
before the Lord; which 'Hé' had .not ¥omimanded thent.'So fire went’ bﬁt
, from the'Loid and devouted the; &rid tHé? dietbefoidithe'bord, - ™

"So, fof Nadab and Ablhu it Wa’s‘a yery senous1hmg to obe JGcid
L2 \x‘_‘

strictly oonce?mng eV% part of worshfp We have o, ngfnt either to,
c}'\aqge anythi nq élpo W‘orsblb As sin auPh ong'm

,,,,,,

A
‘huians, we donft

God's preserice, but He is kiqd an4 forg lr‘\g%"'u‘.e"};ii%d éiloWs u;fs‘ 10
before him along wnth His® h oly ang;ls’fW’e can on ,y‘,éome. hough, |
urtible : fitlfig -

A S LR LAY

Value Of :TheraS‘e’eond Eﬁ'or " &
DILLARD THURMAN .., - .

b e @lyree el

The 'ff'otball "Iayer:‘ recelvec] ‘the."b_afl on‘thTe X eid hpe was

; lmmedlately1ackl by an op onen{ then Snather, ‘Snd wqth a thlrd man

also henguig"c‘: ” he siruggled on’ backward cfragglng three players 6\Jer
o

tfwe g“oal Ime fq tﬁe Winqng iouch d‘ovgn! And‘ for da}’ys ihe‘ press

a5

2CPA0 fforil For wnnout hlg herqrc eﬁon t['ne
cruplal game_wouflg have been fdst' H “had’ fu fned an_ apparent defeat
jictary! His fi f? rsﬂun je hmad’ faflen s Lr‘! hiowt 6 Was ni

'(‘2'1 T u"

e goa seco éffo;f_eéﬂie
game! T Th" anvnak of h1story ere replete thh s}}lmng exjampfes where the
sbgogq éffort pega-"pfﬁn ricfz_gfp}i’(?érgd'g',;‘_ef_\%'iepg 3d thg vicloryl . P

[ AN

An Example of the Second Effori! AT ey
" Olfe greabtexdmpléwis shown' by 'd'1at WHG was ‘sevitely blrned

in a'ﬂlre His'life wis saved; butthe doctorconfided to' his mother that fie-

' woﬂ!d ne\/er be bleto walk againl'Bat tﬁ%f%m%fl boy‘*had olher :de‘asl

g HRIEC TGS 3OV RA M
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Qnrreceiving that: bad: news; his rapty was: “fwillnot only walk, but Lwit .

runit*Well; run hesdid!l Glenit Cusiningham broke all records for the mile.

run, :andwas-acclaimed: the'greatest runner:in the: sworld! He refused to :

accept defeat! Ovar the: great-tragedy-of ‘the:fire,: he. bum ‘an enviablo
reputatlon, racewjng honors few.athletes have known!

Paui Also Run wlth Second Ettom

o Pauls early rehg;ou&me\opgosed Chust and His church But qﬂer
he. was called by. the Lord.to. preach the. lgospel. Paul served God with
renawad energyend vigor..His §eqond effort was:likened to a.race also.
“qumye ngtthat:they. which fun,in.g.race.run.all, but.one receiveth. the‘
prize? So. tun, -that. ye .may. obtain..,., .. I therqfora so, run,.:not,.as
uncertainly; se. fight $,.,not.as ope that bealeth the.air: but | keep under

- my. bodx, and bring it info sub;echon Iest b,y any n means when { have
predched to ptherg, ! rp" if shoujd be a castatyay (1 Gor. 9:24-27).
Paul's sec;ond effort e);ce ded that of \any :ngemporary! His whole life.
was: thrust into an all-ouf’ effp, im Christ to.all unsaved mer! | he
knew he'was unWonhy get‘ aclared Qy the, grace of God | am.
what I'am:, and hls grace which. was best_ wed . uppn me.was qqt in, ygm,'
biit I labored more abundanﬂy than fhey all: yet not |, but the grace of
God which was with me.” (1 Cor. 15:10). The Christian race stretched
on before, but there came the close; and Paul could then write: “/ have

- fimshed myvcowsg " R Tigr 47): Aaseéond affort had waon, tha prizé for

Paul! -

Example From the Man of Foﬂﬁ T

~ Waetendto forget that the “Fatpe; of the Falthfyl" also, had cause to
call on the sacond effort | srving ‘God, Thoug_h ‘He sfgggered not at
the gromuse of God through u f ‘,but was gtrong in fanh giving glory -
to God" (Rom 4:20), sl the ,ﬂq e the fime’ wl;aen he_talled! He
obeyed wlth alacrlty when God lold him ."‘Gat thea out of lhy counfry o e
unto a gand that I wllf shew thae,_, (Gen )."However, in following
Goqs djrectlve hg face rtUat:on m Egypt wpqre he !hought hfs life
was in‘gi&?ger:a ind ‘to dodg, a thre ning sittiation, he told a lie ‘about

aral, ife, saying she was hns sister LGe' 1. 128 10-1 2) This shovied
ith i, God and trust in His gyord for He. had ptomlsed him’
protection. ‘Yet God allowed Abrams faith to be renewed and he still
walked with God. et e et S g A

-+ You would think Abram-wauld, haye- Iearn,ed hIS lesson by this time

God ‘had. renewed: His- p[ormge when Abram was, nlnety nine years:old,;
changed.his. name.fo; Apraham; given. the.rite; .of circymcision; promised
the whole of’ Caanan and promlsed a son to Sarail (Gen. 17:1-19). But

8 _ . ' The Bible Teacher:

gt

AT AN
LS S0

-L..
N




less than a year after, Abraham told the same lie to Abimelech he had
told in Egypt, and then tried to minimize the falsehood (Gen. 20:1-18)
But Abraham's second effort was to place him in the gallery of God's
heroes of faith, with -glowing words of tribute to his obedience (Read
Heb. 11:8-19). Multiplied millions were to laud the faithfulness of “Father
Abraham.” ‘

An Example from the Preacher Jonah

One of the best examples of the second effort is found in the book
of Jonah! The Lord told him: “Arise, go to Ninevah, that great wicked
city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me.”
(1:2). The charge was plain and simple; and Jonah understood. But he
was unwilling to obey! Rather, he caught a ship for Tarshish, at the far
end of the sea! He paid his fare, boarded the ship, but didn't complete
the journey. The Lord sent stormy weather, and. Jonah took a three-day
submarine voyage in the belly of the whale. He prayed to God, and felt
blessed to walk on dry land again!

The conclusion? “And the word of the Lord came to Jonah the
second time.”(3:1). Jonah's second effort was in complete obedience to
God! His preaching was such that the entire city believed, and repented
toward God in sackcloth and ashes. Janah's preaching saved a city of
more than 120,000 innocent people (4:11)! How about that for a second
effor?? This can happen when we turn in obedience to God!

The Cowardice of Elijah the Tishbite

~ The bold and courageous Elijah was another who needed a
second chance! Fearlessly he faced the wicked Ahab, and proclaimed:
“As the Lord God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be
dew nor rain these years, but according to my word.” (1 Kgs. 17:1).
Boldly he pronounced the sentence; and as God directed, went forth to
confront four hundred and fifty false prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel.
At the end of the contest, he cried, “Take the prophets of Baal; let not
one escape.” (1 Kgs. 18). But the word came from wicked Jezebel, “So
let the gods do to me, and more also, if | make not thy life as one of
them by tomorrow about this time.” (1 Kgs. 19:2). A raging woman was
too much for even the fearless prophet! He took immediate leave of the
country, fleeing to Beer-sheba, leaving his servant, and going-into the
wilderness to hide under a juniper tree, begged to die! Where.was his
courage? Where was his trust in God? However, the Lord appeared
unto him at the cave in Horeb; and Elijah was ready for his second
efforfl He returned to choose Elisha as his successor, and saw the
destruction of both Ahab and Jezebel before his glorious ascension in a
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chariot in a whirlwind! His second effort paid off in rich dividends!

Recall Peter's Second Effortl

Peter was always listed first among Christ's apostles, was selected
to be in the inner circle during His personal ministry, and was chosen to
preach the gospel first to both the Jews and Gentiles (Acts 2:14; 15.7).
When Jesus warned that some would be offended in Him, Peter's reply
was: “Though all men shall be offended because of thee, yet will | never
be offended.” But Jesus told him that he would deny the Lord; and his
reply was, “Though | should die with thee, yet will I not deny thee.” (M1,
26:31-35). Peter was too self-confident! He did deny his Lord, even to
swearing that he knew him not! All his bitter tears could not undo what
he had done (Mt. 26:69-75). Peter had shown his weakness!

But the Lord had foreseen Peter's downfall, and had made
provision for it. He told Peter, “But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith
fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.” (Lk.

. 22:32). Yes, Peter was converted from weakness to show forth power in
the preaching of Christ! He strengthened his brethren, who locked to
him for leadership. He was a tower of strength in the early church. The
weakness he had shown before the world was not to occur again! His
second effort would be a living testimony for His Lord! But don't get the
idea that Peter “had reached sinless perfection.”

Paul exposed another weakness, for he wrote: “But when Peter
was come lo Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be
blamed.” He revealed that Peter “withdrew and separated himself,
fearing them which were of the circumcision ... inasmuch that
Bamabas also was carried away with this dissimulation.” For this, Paul
had to deal with Peter's actions with open opposition. (Gal. 2:11-16).
Peter was in the wrong, and Paul corrected him! But did Peter harbor ill-
feelings toward Paul? Not in the least! Later he was to write, “Even as
our beloved brother Paul according to the wisdom given unto him hath
written unto you” (2 Pet. 3:15). Peter's second effort was to accept truth
even when it exposed him error, and he yet served Ged faithfully. If
Peter could sin, be forgiven, and serve God unselfishly, surely it is a
lesson to us to rise over failures, and try again!

A Lesson from John Mark

Another valuable lesson comes from John Mark. As a nephew to
Bamabas, he accompanied Barnabas and Saul (Paul) on their first
missionary journey (Acts 13:14). However, when they turned north from
Paphos into the dangerous regions of Pamphylia, John, Mark turned
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back to his mother in Jerusalem! Later, after completing that first
missionary trip, Paul suggested that they return to revisit those churches
in Asia Minor. Barnabas wanted to take John Mark along again; but Paul
vetoed the idea. The “contention was so sharp between them, that they
parted asunder one from the other: and so Barnabas took Mark, and
sailed to Cyprus; and Paul chose Silas.” (Acts 15:36-41). So far as we
can learn, Paul and Barnabas never worked together again—all
because Paul thought Mark was unworthy! But John Mark also was
given a second effort with Paul, for Paul rescinded the letters he had
written to churches about him, saying, “And Marcus, sister's son to
Barnabas, (touching whom ye received commandments: if he come
unto you, receive him.)” (Col. 4:10). And later from prison he wrote,
“Take Mark, and bring him with thee, for he is profitable to me in the
ministry.” (2 Tim. 4:11). Mark had used his second effort well, and had
become a profitable servant of Christ and helper of Paul's.

Not All Make the Second Effort!

Sad to say, not all really make the second effort that is afforded
them. What an opportunity was given to serve with the great apostle
Paul; and yet he lamented: “Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this
present world.” (1 Tim. 4:10). There is no indication that Demas ever
retumed! And such cases abound about us today, as thousands of
disciples have turned to the lure of the world, and have forsaken Christ!
We have an obligation in this matter: “Brethren, if any man be overtaken
in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such a one in the spirit of
meekness, considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.” (Gal. 6:1).
James has this word for us: “Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth,
and one convert him; let him know, that he which converteth a sinner
from the error of his way shali save a soul from death, and shall hide a
multitude of sins.” (Jas. 5:19-20). There are many who have left the way
of the Lord that could be restored by our action; and could have a great
spiritual life by a second effort! Remember that every sinner this side of
hell is a challenge to every saint this side of heaven! We must awaken
to the challenge of getting them to make the second effort!

The Lord's Conditions Of Salvation
W.A. HOLLEY

Salvation is a gift of God but it is a corditional gift (Ephesians 2:8-
9). Bread is a gift of God but it also is a conditional giit (Matthew 6:11;
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James 1:17; Il Thessalonians 3:10-12). For example, God feeds the
birds but they must forage for themselves.

What Are These Conditions?

(1) Hearing the word of God is one condition of salvation (John
6:44-45). It is in this way one is taught of the Lord Jesus Christ
(Hebrews 8:11). The faith that saves comes by hearing the word of the
gospel (Romans 10:17). One can understand what God has
commanded (Ephesians 3:3-4; 6:1 7). :

(2) Faith in Christ is another condition of salvation. If. one does not
believe one dies in his sins (John 8:21, 24). It is not faith only, but afaith
that works (Galatians 5:6; James 2:14-26; | Thessalonians 1:3). Faith
without works is a dead faith! '

(3) Repentance is another condition of salvation. Jesus said, | tell
you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all in'like manner perish” (Luke
13:3-5, ASV). God commands all men everywhere to repent (Acts
17:30-31).

What is repentance? Repentance is turning away from sin,in godly
sorrow (Il Corinthians 7:8-10). Jesus said that the men of Nineveh
repented at the preaching of Jonah (Matthew 12:41), but what did the
men of Nineveh do when they repented? We shall permit the Bible to
answer: “God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way .. ."
(Jonah 3;10). It is in this manner that the sinner demonstrates the fruit of
repentance in his life (Matthew 3:8).

If the sinner is saved by faith only, repentance is excluded. if one
steals a horse, repents and is baptized for remission of sins, how long
can he keep the horse? .

(4) Another condition of salvation is confessing the sweet name of
Jesus Christ before men. “Every one therefore who shall confess me
before men, him will | CONFESS before my father who is in heaven. But
whosoever shall deny me before men, him will | also deny before my
Father who is in heaven" (Matthew 10:32-33). Paul taught that the
mouth is involved in confessing Christ (Romans 10:9-10). To confess is
to openly acknowledge one's faith in the authority of Jesus Christ, or the
sins of which one has been guilty (Matthew 28:18-20; Luke 17:1-4), The
eunuch, before he was baptized, confessed the name of Jesus Christ
(Acts 8:26-39).

(5) Baptism also is one‘ of the Lord's conditions of salvation.
Thousands of religiot_:s people deny this truth, but it is the truth
nevertheless (Mark 16:15-16).

12 The Bible Teacher



That baptism is a command of God can be seen from reading
Acts 10:48. “And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ," are the words of the inspired Peter. “And he said unto
them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the -gospel to the whole
creation. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that
disbelieveth shall be condemned” (Mark 16:15-16, ASV). ’

Baptism is a command of God addressed to the alien sinner but
not to the child of God. Baptism is a test of love for Christ. Jesus taught
that if we love Him we will keep His oommandments (John 14 15, 23; |
John 5:3).

To be “born again, born of water and the Spmt" refers to "baptlsm
for the remission of sins” (John 3:3- 5 Acts 2:38). When 3000 were
baptized “in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,” they
were “born again, born of water and the Spirit.” We have ben told that
“things equal to the same thirig are equal to each other.” Thus,’ “the new
burth" equal salvation or conversion (I Peter 3:20-21; Acts 3:19).

" One cannot enter the kmgdom of God without baptism (John 33,
5; Romans 6:3-4; Galatians 3:26-27). When one reads the Scripiure one
learns that salvation from past sins is promised after baptlsm not betore
baptism, (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:36-38; 22: 186). .-

The Book of Acts is God's book of conversions. What is written
therein is not opinion. There are at least eight cases of conversion found
recorded therein. We sincerely ask our readers to read this book to
learn how sinners were converted to Christ in the apostohc age. What
was' taught then should be taught now. The word of God has not
changed, the seed {which is the word of God) remains the same, and
the human heart has not changed (Luke 8:4-15). ) ‘

In each case of convers:on in the Book of Acts, the _preacher was}
always present the gospel of Christ was always preached, and those
who were persvaded to obey the Lord were always baptized. There is
no exception! We suggest that you read how the Pentecostians were
saved (Acts 2:36-38, 47), how the Samaritans were saved (Acts 8:9-13),
how the eunuch was saved (Acts 8:26-39), how Saul of Tarsus was
saved {Acts 9:3-6, 9; 22:16), how Lydia was saved (Acts 16:13-15), how
the F'hultpplan Jallor was saved (Acts 16: :29-33), and how the
Corinthians were saved (Acts 18:4, 8).

Dear reader, you can know the truth (John 830-32) You can
believed it and obey it. You can become a New Testament Chnstlan
(Acts 11:26; 26:28; | Peter 4 16) Do it today!
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Full Grown Sin
GLENN CoLLEY

Isaiah describes sin as a separator. That is, “Behold the Lord's
hand is not shortened that it cannot save, nor His ear heavy that He
cannot hear; but your iniquities have separated between you and your
God, and your sins have hid His face from you that He will not hear"
(Isaiah 59:1, 2). Sin will not only separate a man from His God, it will
separate him from many important things.

For example, sin will separate a man from his freedom. This fact is
seen obviously in our overflowing prison system. These incarcerated
individuals have chosen to live in a way unacceptable to a civilized
society. Therefore they have been separated from society, AND from
their freedom.

But sin separates a man from his freedom in other ways too. A
man who exercises his freedom to drink beverage alcohol, and
continues in this choice, eventually loses his freedom to choose NOT to
drink. The same can be said for a man who exercises his freedom to
choose to gambile, or commit adultery, or lie, etc.

in the King James translation of the Bible, James 1:15, we read,
“ .. and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.” In the American
Standard transiation, the verse reads, “. . . sin, when it is FULL GROWN
..." For something to be full grown demonstrates that it sustains a
growing process. Do you see? Sin grows! What once shocked us,
gradually becomes familiar. What once became familiar, becomes
appealing. What once became appealing, becomes an object of
experimentation. From there, sin, gone unchecked, grows until it
produces death. This should be a source of concern for every Christian
and every person. Have we lost our ability to be shocked? Have we
become familiar and even sometimes passively accepting of sinful
behaviour?

Although we know that heinous sins have been committed from
the early days of time, they haven't always been considered acceptable
behaviour. And in the world, we are viewing an acceptance of sin unlike
any other time in our history. _

Recently, in "a small Alabama town, a high school teacher
explained to her class that homosexuality was not what a person DOES,
but rather what a person IS. This is how God made them, and therefore
we are cruel to suggest that they are sinful and should change! Here's
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the shocker: Most of the teenage class agreed.

The Proverb writer had a wretched scene in mind when he
penned, “His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and he shall
be holden with the cords of his sins” (Proverbs 5:22). Those who
continue to take sin lightly will one day find it controlling them.

Never forget the words of John when he looked to see the Master
coming, “Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the sins of the
world!” (John 1:29) May God help us to see sin through His eyes instead
of through the devil's eyes, and may we ever grow in love and devotion
to the only One who can take away sin.

Worrying Over Worrying
ALLEN WEBSTER

It is remarkable and unfortunate that Christians are not immune to
this disorder. They have been known to be just as insecure as those
whose feet have never stood on the Rock of Ages, whose eyes have not
looked to the hills from whence cometh their help, and whose minds are
not set on things above. Most saints know that they ought not to worry,
so they end up worrying about worrying. What does the Owner's Manual
say to do about this malfunction?

Jesus discusses the Christian and anxiety in the Sermon on the
Mount (Matthew 6:25-34). He says, “Take no thought" (merimnao) for
life (6:25), food (6:31), and tomorrow (6:34). This does not mean not to
plan tomorrow's menu, buy winter clothes in the summer, or purchase
home or health insurance (cf. |l Thessalonians 3:16, 17; | Timothy 5:8;
Proverbs 30:25). It means that we are not to “be anxious” for these
things. Note His four reasons Christians are not to worry.

CHRISTIANS OUGHT NOT TO WORRY BECAUSE OF THE
BIRDS (6:26). Whoever said that “worrying is for the birds” was off the
mark. Birds do not worry. Who ever heard of a bird taking ulcer medica-
tion, committing suicide because his stocks crashed, or killing over with
a heart attack? Birds are not concerned with the future, yet they form no
lines at soup kitchens or welfare offices. God takes care of them.

Surely, God could not be charged with watching out for sparrows
and neglecting His own children! We are made in the image of God and
infused with a soul from the Father (Genesis 1:26, 27; 2:7; Hebrews
12:9). Birds are not. Thus, if God cares for them, He cares more for us
(Matthew 10:29-31; cf. Romans 8:32).

January 1997 15



CHRISTIANS OUGHT NOT TO WORRY BECAUSE OF THE
CUBIT (6:27). Who ever heard of a short man worrying himself into a
larger size? Or has it ever been reported that worrying lengthened
someone's life? No! Worry. is useless.’ The word stature (helikia)
indicates “a stage of growth whether measured by age or stature”
(Abbott-Smith). Thus Jesus is saying worry' will not make you taller or
oldet (though it may make you appear o). "Worry never climbed a hill;
worry never paid a bill; worry never dried a tear; worry never damed a
heel; worry never.cooked a meal; worry never composed a song fo sing;
actually, worry never did a worthwhile thing." “Worry is like a rocking
chair, it keeps you busy, but gets you nowhere.”

No one can.lengthen his life by worrying, but there is evidence that
worry can shorten it. When it comes 16 ong life, what we are eating is
important, but what is eating us is more important! Studies indicate that
70% of all iilnesses are psychosomatic (“of, relating to, invelving, or
concerned with bodily symptoms caused by mental or emotional
disturbance”). B

Worry has been listed as a leading cause of heart trouble, high
blood pressure, stomach disorders and respiratory ailments. "i have
never known' a man to die from hard work, but many who have died
from'do}:bt”‘(Dr,_ Charles Mayo). The old English root from which we get
worry means “to strangle,” and people are strangling their lives with
anxiety. If for no other reason, we should not worry because it is
destructive-to the Spirit's temple (I Corinthians 6:19, 20). )

" Worry falls ‘into three classes. (1) Things that have already
happened. Why worry? Eggs cannot be unscrambled and toothpaste
cannot be put back in the tube. “Most worries are reruns” (Reader's
Digest). Paul learned to put the past behind him (Philippians 3:13-14), If
sin is involved, we should cleanse it in Christ's blood (Acts 22:16; Acts
8:22; John 1:7), and go on. a

(2) Things which must happen. All the worry in the world cannot
change some things, for they will happen anyway. We are going to die
(Hebrews 9:27), so why worry about it? Prepare and let it come
(Philippians-1:21). o ‘

' (3) Things which will never happen. “It is not the tornadoes that get
us, but the termites.” It is said that 85 per cent of what we worry over
never happens. Why should we waste our time (Ephesians 51 6)? Time
should be invested in working. The ant wastes no time worrying about
the' future. instead, it constantly works to prepare ‘for the future
(Proverbs 6:6-8). “Go to the ant." '
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~ present hath éver enough of its' own’ trduble

... CHRISTIANS:-OUGHT .NOT~ TO..WORRY!“BECAUSE OF - THE
FATHER. It is'sinful-4o worry-vb‘eeau'se' it says;, in-effect; “1'dd not trust my
Father to. take care of me.” Worry s praying to-thé.wronyg ‘god-and. is
therefore :an--insult to Jehovah (d Psalms 37'1* Proverbs 35*
Philippians 4:6,7). Qo )/ ¥
" & Problems become smaller when they are seeh in Gods shadow.
Martha was troubled: abotit many things; but Mary was sitting ‘4t Jesus
feet (Luke 10:38-42). Guess which one was content! ‘“Thou wilt keep
him in perfect peace, whose mind, lfs stayed ; ;0n-thge: because he
trusteth in thee” (isaiah 96:3); Our coins ‘say, “If God We Trust," and so
should our hearts (Proverbs 3:5; Psalm 9:10).

God is unlimited in what He can do (Romans 8:28; Ephesians
3:20; Philippians 4:19), so my problems are not. very. big to Him. it is
mUch like a child who becomes frustrated with a knotted shoestnng. To
him lt i$d major problem and an unsolvable drlemma He may even .
deem it worth sel/eral tears, Daddy smrles to. hrmselt and qurokly unties
it. The difference is a matter of perspectrve Our magor difficulties are
only ‘knotted shoestnngs to Almrghty God Why get so upSet’° ‘

A mrnute of prayer i rs better than an hour of worrymg (Phrltpptans
4:6). We read where Jesus spent an entire mgl'lt in prayer, but never
" where He'spent one second in worry His’ examp!e is worthy of rmttatton v
, (l Peter 2:21-22).

" CHRISTIANS OUGHT NOT TQ WORFlY BECAUSE OF '.l'HE
PFlOMlSE Ged made us a promrse. F‘But seek ye- first the kmgdom ol
God and his” rtghteousness, and all these thmgs shall be. added .unto
you" {6:33). He will' keep 1t; for He cannot lie ngtus 1. 2 Hebrews 6 18) i
we worry about- physrcal thmgs atter He satd He, would take care of
them; we are telling’ Htm that’ We think He is: a |rai' ‘or mcapable of
keeping His word. If we will f‘althlully worshtp Hrm, lwe nght work_
diligently in His vineyard, and put Him' ahead of everythrng else. we will -
fiot mrss any meals or die of exposufe. ~ °

* Jesus closes this section of His famous sermon sayqng. "Take
therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought
fot’ the' things of ltself Suﬂrcrent unto the,’ day is the evil thereof”
V(Matthew 6:34). Each' day hes shltfcleﬁt prob!ems o solve w:thout“
borrowing'dny from tomorrow Wllllam Tyndale translated rt "For the day,'

ios
LY

) "We must Ieam to ooncentrate on today mstead of yesterday and
tomarrow. Philippians 3: 43 teaches us to forget the. thmgs of the past..
Matthew 6:34 teaches that each day has enough trouble of its own.
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Yesterday is a cancelled-chéck; tomarrow IS Ipromissory ‘niote; only
-today.is cash.-God wants us o walk-in-the light He:gives, us,-aid rot
worry.-about the darkness beyond:When-w’e"getfthere,'His‘e!ightfand- help
will make:it clear.: When we-drive our cars at night;.the headlights:do:not
shine all the way to our'destinations. They shine just a few:feat:infronit
of the car, but-as We. move. forward, they-keep ahead of us,.God's light
works the same way. The:Master says, “Live one day at.atime.”. . ...

e
o gh A %

17 Love One Another . .

XS e e 0Ty
POLLARD

IS

. ..,NeaLPor

. When péople refused Jesus, Jofih was one’ of two biothers who

asked’ Jesis, “Lord, Wilt ‘thou e ‘command fife o come down
Hedveni" and’ consume them, even'as Elias did?” (Luke 9:54). Jasus
rébuked him: The Lord Skplairied that His mission was not, 1o, destroy
lves. = - T T R o e

In the garden at that dark Fiour of betrayal, Peter.drew hig sword,

“&id Smioto this high priest's servan, and cul off his right ea . (John
18:10). Again, Christ called'His apostle down and made a gesture.of
el t Gallec TV apostle, down 20d,made a gesturs

_A,treag_:tge(by% Sau), ‘yet breathing our th[e:ate‘ni;ngls,'_ "an‘d..-.s,lk_au.éhter )

against the" disciples of the Lord’. . " {Acts 9:1), was, confronted. by.
Jesus regarding the Benjamite’é brutalfty, Christ askad, “Saul, Saul, why.
persecytest thou me? .. 'l ai Jesus whom thou pérsecutest ... (Acts

9:4, 5). Chifist wanted His chosén main to end the destruction, |~
. Jesus faight His disciples, “A new commandment | give to you,
that you fove one’ anather; as, I haye.loved.you, that you also love one
another” (John 13:34). AL, another. gathering, . He, said, "This..is, My,
commaridment, that you love one another as | have_loved you" (John,
15:12). Later in the same chapter, He added, “These things | command

YoU, thatyollove onie afother® <~ T 0

c Jesuscqmg to_this earth_ to. teach. His’ f.diét:ip!gs.,coqzage, ,
viction, spiritual strength, and_righteous judgment This.He did by

dead and by word (cf. Act$ 1:1). But, He also brought His: followers a
fufler “understanding of co'r'[ip,‘g'is?'g,jqq,m_mgfcx,,fijg;\Qiy,_,ngg,s,_g and love
through what He did and taught. One did not outweigh the other; rather,
every trait comipleménted the others. The;Bibfé‘vjrt-J.,V'eajré" that His dpostles.
and-thier disciples were lisféning 16 Hl?n o

" 'Paul teaches the source of this command. I | Thessalonians -
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four, he warns the church of the Thossalomans not-to transgress and .
defraud their brethren.in. any. situation. (verse. 6).,Paul further:-feaches -
that one who rerects hrs fellow .man rq feality re;ects God (yerse 8).
- Then he wmes “But as touchmg brotherly love ye. need not that | write

unto you for ye yourselves are taugTrt of Goq thove one anothar"
(verse 9). God s#ys, “love orie anofher“ (John '13 34; 15 12).

Peter teaches the sprrrt of fhis’ command. Peter encourages
Christians sufféfing “fisfce - persecutionﬁ “from " without ‘with' divine
incentives. “Fifst; he tell§ them’ that their fathtin> Ghrist, which has
‘prompted them to" love: Him' (I 'Peteir '1:B); Wolld Tedd" 16 their salvation:
(119): Also, he-remiirids those Christians 6f hol miith Chirist'loved W&
(1:18-21). Then, Peter writes, “Seeing ye 'have punfled your ‘sbils™in
abeying:the truth through the Spirit unto .unfeigried!love-of:the brethren,
see that ye love one another. with a pure heast fervently" (1:22): Theit
brotherly love was:to. be sincere and rntensphBtotheriy Iove cannot' be
passive. t:demonstrates its concern and case.: ..« 3. it 5ty o

John teaches-thestrength of 1hisw:ommand Time declarés the
strength.of the command, far.it.¢came “ffom- the- begxmrng’* (: John 3:11;
il John:5). Teaching from-Christ déclaresithe strength-of thécommand-(1
John 3:23). Treasures declére the strength of e ¢ommand because* "if
we:toye one another, God.abides:in us, and his-love: has: been perfecred
inus™(l John412) What benefits!  ,w »nep o o o vt

- From whom does:the command:come?: God' Hov)‘do we. obey it?
Srncerely and, eamestly!-Why: should..we \obey rt? To pleaSe God
“strengthen orw 2nother, and-improve eursélvest;: - :

.- Someare hurting.-Other§ are rejvicing. Many are“unfarthful‘to their
Lord Al of us.need the:blessings whichcome fromgiving and receiving'
brotherly love. l.et us say with the Hebrews writer, “Let brotheﬂy fover
continue” (Hebraws 13;1)! R I

Lepads i

Provrdence Atrd erry

R JOHNNY RAMSE‘Y”‘ v 1 IR IR
I O TR B T St B s L R o O TSR S TNET T I SR ATV RIS TR ON
Whoever said “worry ‘saps tHe " errngy Sf”l‘fe“ was’ ‘bsolute‘ty
correct. Nothing so shackles mankind as do the fetters of ‘care and the-
bondage-of concern:over matters we'cannot-control. Folk who have not
learned to trust in God and His providential power are truly 1o be: pitied:
Such.people are bereft.of the guidance of the Almighty and the serenity
of a life surrounded by the blessings. of: Christianity: - In: 850 Charles

January 1997 - ' ' ' 19



Bickens, in jest, wrote those words: s i as
" Without Provrdence, what would beceme bf the undertakers?" ”

There ‘are cynlcs m everY age who only ascrlbe death and
_ sutlerlng to God’ but never, grve Hinr credit for life and peace. Two

i3

centuries dgo Cowpet feft penetratr g words for is fellows fo ponder:

_ 'Behind: afmwnmg provrdence . o

He hrdes a smrling face and works His ﬁaverergn w;II " B
o There lsa passage in Psalms '97-that mightily: contributes 10 -our
study cancerning the.vivid contrast between trusting.in God and in being
overwhelmed with worry. L.et us:notice the- pomponent parts of. thts rich
section of the Qld Testament... :

No. chapter. of . the.. Bible ls :any grander rto emphasrze - the
sovereignly . of -Jehovah.-and.. the twin attributed: that grace’ His
name—tighteousness :and-justice. :-These:are truly ‘fandmarks for:living
* that should produce gladness-injour-hears; In two-verses that precéde
our study of Psalms:97:we rejpice.imthese: comforting thoughts:ic:.

-“That men may know that Thou; whosa:hamealone is Jehovakh, art
the Most High over all:the earth“ and “0 Lord ol hosts, blessed is the
man that frusteth in Thee.”

" These pungent words' of Psalm 83'18 ‘and 84 12 remind us of the
all-seeing eye of God, who alone can properly direct bur faltering ‘steps.
Earth's temporal -problerfis ‘and difficulties ‘cannot: compare 1o ‘eternal
verities overseen by the+One who:is “frori everlasting to everlastlng"
(Psalms 90:2). W.E. Brightwell beautifully wrote: - : - :- =

: “The future:beckons.and | bow: My God‘removés the care Béhold
Helgn,es before.me:now And: will my\way prepare He s-here, and’ there
and gverywhere. =~ ... . Do . .o '

In all the ways l'vetrod, . T e an e

- I've never passed beyond the sphere .

‘Ot the providence ¢f:God”, -1, -+ v, vt

When we, as the creatures, glonfy our Creator, the best of heaven
and earth mesh in a rainbow:ofhope and beauty. But, when men do not
like to retain God.in their knowledge only chaos and ruin abide (Romans
1:28). The proper-attitude for us is. oontained in. the marvelous: wcrds of
enotherPsalm“ s AR o0t e

*0 Gome, . let us- worshlp and bow down let us kneel befere the
Lord-our.maker.™ ..+ - sy SRR '

- There are baslcally three ma}or pomts lh the' Iast part of Psalm 97-
: that ought to'be: emblazoned upon our hearts:: - -
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. (1))t we love the Lord we must alsohate evil...
. (2) God preserves-our souls. <z i3t 7oL T L

. (8)We sholid rejdice-at1he rénferibrarcé of His holidess.  °

© " We' leam from thiese verses that God ‘providence and man's
persanal sufrefider to heaven's will go haid in hand., We canrist expect

 the benevolerit mercy of the ‘Fathéi to sUstain ys'if we war against the

' _ r:\eaﬁ.' C

'
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mandates of gloiy: He is able to guide’ Us with unerrifig’ counsel and
even' reéeive’ tis’ ltimately*to ‘that supernal réaim it wé can_cancel
‘such wondrous appointments with lives thiat are stiibborn and rebellious
{Matthew 23:37; John" 1511). One ‘of the Bible's” most encouraging
verses is Psalms 97:11 for faithful followers of Jehovah: B

~iLight is sown' forthe_ rightedus, and’ gladness for the dﬁfighg in

' PR

Cem Wilson sets forth an anthem, of praise fér‘.saintg'um(hg..dggpl‘y :
trustinthe providencéof God:  * . ... L e
 *Sing on, ye youlul pilgrime While here on earth we stay, Lat songs
of_home, and Jesus Beguile;”eag"’jlie“e‘pging‘-gay; Sing on the grand .old
story Of His redeeming love; The everlasting chosus That fills the realms
above!” ) e i e v
Verily, relying. upon the providence qf_ a.gracious Creator bught to
dissolve the weighiy load of wory,so mény. mortals carry With, them
daily, -Let us trust in »lthe",'l.g;d_'ﬁrid lean not upon our own wisdom

(ProVéffbé_;S:sv-‘?:;)‘. . ) RN s
 Attitudes Toward The Bible

- JERRIMANASCO

“Whoso despiseth the word shall'be destroyed: but he that feareth
the commandiient shall be “rewardéd” (Proverbs 13:13). Modetn

. reviewers:would réverse the-order of this‘great tekt by having Solomon

say, “The word is of o consequence; &l -one must do'is love God and
his fellow: man, abstain from ‘law: religion' dnd: all will'be well with him.”
Thé ‘modem rejection ‘of ‘Solomon's ‘obsetrvationaiso ‘makes void the
repeated admonitions’ in ‘other passages inthe'Bible concerning fidelity
to'the word! God, has:maghified his'word'(Psalm 138:2). To déspise the
Word: is-to despiseithe God' who gave it! Ceéntain destruction’befalls‘thosé
who reduce the Bible to nothing niéré'than aradvice column. ' ¥

* “The people of ‘Jedah' learnéd by experlence that “Bvery

&



transgression and disobedience- recetvedta‘jiast -récmpencé of reward”
- (Hebrews 2:2). Though God had sent:his- prophets  time and again to

these people,. pffering, Ahem. peage; and.. pardon, :‘they. macked the |
rr}essengers of God,mandeES@SED HIS 'WORDS, .and .misysed his

pro| eis unttl tﬁe wréth of éod arose. agalnst hls peoplel till there was

emédy. THEHEF'ORE he  brought wwpon. them  the king_of thé

Chaldeans' who slew 1hetr young men wnh the sword in the house of

therr sanctuary, and had ;no compassion’ uppn yoqu men or. meldens,

old man or hlm that stoopedt for age_.,he gave, all into hts hand' (!

.Chromcles 36 16 17) Yes "whosq desplseth lhe word shqll @e,
destroyed" ’ e by )

" . There i is despnte shown today toward the word of God To desplse ‘
meais fo show « oontempt or dlsdam for somethrng, thus, to desplse the

word of God is to show contempt for it! Some People umntennonally

" show' désplte for tha 'Word While ‘ihars do 50 in open deﬁa e.of what

God has said. Despite for the Brble is show il i many ways e

' By reWriting what Goli"Hag" m eople” sﬁow their
co‘ntempt for the Brble ‘Thig reWritmg can' be in: the"torm of a "new
trafistation,” which ‘often’ proves to Be' nd‘more than & personal
lnterpretatton' Our land proliferates with these now.

~Sdre ‘ot'the” ‘more’ frequem rewn(es" have’ nothmg fo do with the -
actual text of the Bible’” Many peop!e who wo uld neverthmk ot rewrmng
the Bible téxt change the-téiaching of the Bible'in practrcal appltcatlon (or
misapplication) of it. It is as bad to practncally revise the' Biblical
statements and teachmgs asitis'to physically alter the text. After all,
what s the, REAL DIEFERENGE o one:who rewrites the: Bjbe: it itsalf and
one'Who' sxmpfy neglects to obey the Blble as it js written?

The serpéht in Eden ;48,2 -goad gxample of what we are talking
about. The serpent revised the “text” and Eve revised the application!
God said, “Thou shalt syrely. die,". The . serpent, said, 4Thou shalt not
‘surely die." (Genesis. 3 4). The, Serpent. convinced Eve that. a textual
‘error had oocurred and that what she heard is not at all what God meant
to sayl Thrngs have not changed much since.that. tlme e

. The, controversy among brethren. over the .use- of tnstruments of-
musig. in worship. revolves around what.God said-and.did not-say! The
Bible instruction. is .simply. stated: “Speaking. to, yourselves. in psalms;
and.. hymns and spiritual. songs;-singing and, making;:melody. in- -your
hearts. to the. Lord" {Ephesians ‘5:19), The words: 'speaking, singing,
and making melody in your.heart are enough to settle.the-matter, but .
someone has to come along apd. supply the phrase, "and add, some
Instrument." This is tampenng with the word of God, .., showing
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despne for: what God-has: satd ‘and.i is. dangerous Heed the lastclausetin
Proverbs 13:13! A IV I DDA ST RO S T
- Qthers despise.the: Blble»teaching oni Christian: deponment ‘While
' !h@,B!bla_ jnsists pn:moedestyand:propersinfluence, some-insist:that:this
doesa:t apply: in- their-casq;or. that the:times- have. changed:and:so. have’
the::rules, The: Bible, however, still-containst Timothy:2:9, 10! Many
members of the-church will agree in-the.Bible class over.certain issues;
and then they;:ravise their belleisMonday through Saturdayl This shows
praoﬂcal neglect of the word of-God. ° PALIULTE el  wvin
LR Takmg Bible: passages:out of eomext is’ anolher"way that"sorhe
have'of demonstratmg despite*for:the  revealed: will. Many “tedchers”
abound who use:Bible: passages in‘ways: not-intéhdéd’ by the inspired
writers. The devil is an expert at this ar(?) of psewdo-application. He
proved -his: expertise when -he: approached : Jesus .with ‘misapplied
scriptures;.Then the.devil taketh him.up into:the holy city, and setteth
him.on a:pinnacle of the temple, And saith:unto him, If you-be:the Son of
God, cast thyself down:-for.it is.written, He shall.give hisrangels.charge
concerning: thee: and.in their hands:they- shall bear thee-up; lest-at-any
time thou dash: tﬁy for against a: stone« (Matthew 45, 6; quoted.from
Psaim:91:11). The quotation'was: accurate, buit the- -application: was:not.
Jesus ‘was ;not sent to do foolish things at the. insistence of his arch:
enemy! The tiord’ replied with, another quolatlom "Thou shan not tempt
the.Lord thy. God”-(Matthiew.4:7). BRYE b
This is not a casé’of'one schpturd contradzdtmg andiher rbut of one
scripture -qualifying: anothsr; :There aré: unserupulous: (or. self-deceived
. men;.perhaps) who:quote verse. after:verse to.entice- unsuspecting sotils
to:send:sums-of ‘maney to fill.the coffers.of some-*ministry.” How long
will it be before the Lord's church.will:be’ deﬁ!ed by this techmque" ‘(Or.it
s already in'some places). - PN LU I TR ‘
' " When one chooses-to |lV9 in: error_he. will: show: comempt,for the
«rBJble by rejecting what-the. Bible says: .Jehoiakim -phiysically mutilated- a
stevealed text of scripture.(Jeremiah:36). Though: others may not-have
done‘as. Jehoiakin.did, their disdain:for dtie:sacred revelation-is:sown-in
their attitude toward what God-has:revealéd.. .. - ¢ .. =3 it
v Amaziah the false priest ordered Amos the'true prophiet to' cedse
preaching in Samaria; “Prophesy not any’ more-at Bethef: fof it is-the
king's -chapel, -.and. it :is the vking's: court’(Amos -7:10-13). zAmaziah
-apparently: supposed-that-if -he-didn't have te:be:batheret:-by the divine
judgment that followed from disobedience, "The people-of Jerusalem
. thought: that if:the- prophets would just quit: preaching-about judgment,
then it would not come to pass (Isanah ao 8:-10).: The: fact:is - that ‘you
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cannot erase the word of Goﬂ by refusal to listen ‘to it! Hejectmg tmth
wm not release us from its-demands.

“vRetaining - tradition ‘when' that ‘tradition is ‘contrary- fo the’ B@ble‘
shows ‘despite for the Bible. ‘While- not openly-Henying the ‘Bible, those
‘who uphold:the préciousness 'of-human; tradition-are compelled to'read
into'the scripture text something that will justify their error. The'doctrine
of infant baptism is lamely. defended ‘ori the ground of “household -
baptism"that one must insert:into‘the text in Acts 16:14; 16,.33:34; The
doctrine of proxy baptism is based on-an‘abuse of'1 :Corinthians 15:29.

" The dogtrines .of the: rapture, premullenmahsm Jimpossibility of apostasy,

and ‘many other such. traditians -are defended through perversions.of
scripture.. Such mishandling of  the Bsble makes it of none. effeet ‘
(Matthew 15:6; Mark 7:9). o '
< 'When imagination is exalted over. revelatron fhe Blble falls into the
bin af ccontempt. For example, Bible prophecies:have been pushed.into
every’schieme that human minds caji concoct. Latter day " prophets"
have ' applied the Book of ‘Revelation to just-about every condeivable
historical: eventt The - ‘Book: of:i:Daniél’ has beén, .abused’ by ‘the
sensdtionalists. lmagmations havé:run 'wild in the last few years as
- some religious charlatans have claimed to ‘have the- special “key"to
Bible prophecy:- infidels: have likewise had a:field day in' pointing out
thiese failed ‘prophecies.” The fact is. THESE PROPHECIES HAVE
'FAILED BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT BIBLE -PROPHECIES BUT ARE
THE SPECULATIONS: OF-OVER-ACTIVE MINDSHI - ‘

+ - Onie 'who: loves'thetruth: will not déspise the Bible. The word of
God is the-delight of all' who.want to'know: God's:will (Psaim: 119:105;. -
1312 119:97). People who love the Bible are content ‘to discover and
.obey the truth revealed in the'sacred scriptures. - |

The rich man in Luke: 16:15-31 learned all 166 Iate that the
revealed: word is the only.word’God has .provided. After asking that
Lazarus be atlowed to return from the-dgad to his brothers, the rich.méri
was'told, “if they hear not'Moses and thie prophets, neither will they be
persuaded though' one :rose ffom the dead.” \F ONE:DESPISED THE
LIVING WORD, HE WILL NOT BE MOVED¥BY-THE APPEARANCE OF
ONE FROM THE DEAD! Sign seekers. have no faith at all in the word
that has been confirmed (Hebrews:2; 13,4; Mark 16:20). . P

-~ Destruction:is inevitable- for those who ‘despise the word-of God.
But the positives side: isthat “*herthat feareth the- commandment shall be
rewarded" (Proverbs 13:13):Fearing the comiandment means-to'take
it-for what it says, believe:it for what: it-is, practice it for what |t teaches
andlayhobdonthehopbthatitoﬁers b T R

24 - ' The Bible-Teacher



