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 To attend the sefvices of the church of Chrm which
. meets at; - Y
K ©* ,E-10/B, Defence Colony
A (Near Aundrewsganj Bas Stop) s
N New Delhi. oo
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Sunday—Childl'en's class Lot : » 9.00 A.M
Worship ... e 9.30 AM. .
Evening service ... 5.30 P.M.
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Wednesday—Bible study ... 6.00 P.M.
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FREE OFFER !

RECEIVE MORE THAN FORTY BOOKS!

To help you to build your own library of
Christian books at your home we are offering
our readers more than 40 books Free !

To receive this offer of excellently written
Bl Christian' books we ask you to send us by M.O.
Rs. 10/- only to help us to mail you these
books.

Church of Christ
Box 3815
~ (C-22, N.D.S.E. I)
iE New Delhi-110049.
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Book Of The Month

Authored by Larry A. West “GOOD NEWS”’
is the book that we are offering to our readers
this month free. The book contain seventy
short sermons as were preached over the radio

., by Mr West. Send a 30 paise postage stamp
- while requesting for a copy of this mew book,
giving your full address.
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LOVE MARRIAGES V‘S ’ARRAN(';@D j e
MARRIAGES . o n

T LI

; [ R PR SO R o iy e RS
g There are dnﬁ‘ere‘m arraugements fan: mamnage im: various:parts
of the world. Sometimes the customs and:teaditions partaining te
this all important part of ene’s life may. even. vary fibm cotntry
to :country. - Two types of matriage, however, that find themselves
at the opposite extrémes of each; other i§ ' the- one inn the:: western:
part. of the world that is referred to as a: “lave: marridge’” and:the
one in‘the east that.is.called an “arranged marrlagec’ Trhere are
naturally good and bad pom:ts about botli, T I I E LTI SO
; T S R L
1. Love Marnages
P.% love marrmge is basad on. th@ 1d@;a that wh;m ygung peoph:
grow. up to a mature age, where they:become inter¢sted in the
opposite sex, and begin to think.abeyt cheosiag & cempanion . £o5
marriage, then it is left to the individyal to choase his.orher own



‘I" : 4 a 2 .
compamgn ‘The choice is made on the basis of acquamtance

frlendsl'up, Iooks and any number of other things that mlght mﬂu-
ence the final decision. The actual commitment to marriage is
usual after a period of what is called courtship. That is, a person
may start out by having several close friends or associates. In the
case of the male; hé¢:may-invite a young lady out for a meal, to go
to some type of entertainitient, ‘orto call at her home for a visit.
He ‘might" have: sasnal visits with. two or more over a period of
tune - At-this point; he is not all that serious - with -anyone: But
when he begins to like a particular peréon more than-othets, and
when the ene-he 1kes begms to have the same feeling for him, they
may both begin to fav5ur the company of the other over all others.

This may lead to an engagement or an announgemeﬁf that they
plan to be married. ‘After some time,iand  if they still feel the
same love for each® other, and are convmced that they want to
spend the rest of their lives together, then they aré married. The
young man is the one who most always takes the lead in the dating
and courting that leads to the marriage itself. The young lady,
however, .can-tespond to the young man’s attgntion or she
can ignore and reject him and wait until the one comes calling that
she is more interested in.

Now don’t think for a minute that it is all left up to the young
people, and that they blindly walk into marriage. While being
brought:up: at home, they-are being trained and tanght to be good
mozak :people, :the kind ‘of companion to look for, etc. . Some of
the things: that may influence them 'would be religion, education;,
ecohomics: and.. profession: Sometimes the parents will. make:
arrangements for their children to have & .certain: environment, - to
bé associdted with: a particular group of: people, sénd: their children
ta. assdhool or collegé t6 meet the kind of young people that they
would want their son or daughter to marry.’ So,there is more to.
it than some people in the east may know about.

Young people of the west are generally more independent.
They-select theit‘companions and then on marriage set out on'their
oWn'to' make their own homes. - Jesus said “For-this cause shall a
dn ‘Jedve fdthef afd mhother;:-and shall c1cave ‘to his wnfe and
théy shall'be one flesh...” (Matthew 19:5). SRR
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 Of'course one’ of the weakndssés of ' this type of mamage is
where the parents do not properly teach and train and: guide their
children in these matters. Young men and women in this case can

thake poor choices for their ‘marridge companion, cin marry‘ too
young, and their’ marrrage can easrly fall : TR

" Because of the dating and miartiage custbms in the west, ‘some
people of the east think that all of these young people are very lax
with theéir ‘morals. Some even ‘think that Christian young-people
are liberal with their morals. - It'is true ‘ that you -will find ‘s6me
who are morally impure, but this can be said of young people in
all parts of the world

Usually when. young people of the east and es ec1a]ly here 1n
India, try to pattern their marrlage after the westem customs then
they run into trouble ThlS is the case because they have grown
up in,a different socxety w1th dlﬁ"erent customs and tradltlons and
the people as a whole frown on this type of thing.” The ones “who
do it are often thought of a as modem youth those who are copymg
the west, the rebellious, and so on. They are therefore thrown
into a situation where they are, more or less “on thelr owi, Wlth
little outside  encouragement given, and with _many waiting for it to
resdlt in farhire” and s0 1t becdrrres very dlfﬁcult for thern to
survwe ‘ B 6l

Dokl s uny ML EEETH
2 Arranged Marriages AT e T
v TR o Do

'Here i in Indla and other countrres in the east, marriages ‘are
generally arranged by the parents. This is somet'hmg‘ that has
been passed from one generaﬁon to the’ next for “who 'knows" how
long. Tt is the custom “and tradrtlon for the parents to take the
lead and to make all of the neeessary arrangements for thé-son” or
daughter They are older expenenced wiser, andjfeel that ‘they’
can handle these matters much better ‘ttiin ydung people can.’ The
paren‘ts “lisually” have' cloge” fnends ‘who ha‘{ie children about the
same age of their children and so it is ‘only natural that they would
mutually agree to have their sons and daughters to marry. Some-
times:these families "live in‘the same city or;village, butiat-other
times'some distance: ‘may séparate they, -~ At timiés: arrangements”
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are made for distapcg relatives to marry.. Business.or religion may
also, inflyence the parents in a certain direction. . .. -

- Often the young man or woman, for whom the marriage is
being arranged, comes right up to the time of the marrjage itself
without ever having seen the one he or she is to marry and spend
the rest of thgir life with, In this case they:are putting their trust
implicitly in their parents.. Because of: their parents, and the
sespect they have for them, the marriages usually stand since they
would not want to bring shame and disgrace to their parents for
breaking up the marriage. . ~ :

This is the type of marriage where the husband and wife have
}51) learn t({): love each other after they 'h.iWe_‘ m?r;igd. Perhaps this
is what Paul had in mind ‘when he said, *“Thé aged wome fikewise,
tha they be in behayiour as becometh holiness, nbt false accusers,
p"ot:" giycn,{'o mych vqinc,'téaclgk?rs of good things; That they may
teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbarids, to
love their children, To be discreet, c}iaSté,;'l\é’eepgrs at home, good,
gbedient to their own ! busbands, -that the vfio’r‘d of God be not

blasphemed.” (Titus 2:3-5). " 7

i While the peaple of.this culture find it vary difficult to_follow
the marriage patterns of the west, likewise those of the west would
find it even more difficult to try to follow the eastern practice of
marriage. They find it hard to undg;gtand_ g,trangcd.;narriages
but at the same time they do respect the fact that they seem to be
more, lagting,, But they view, these types of marriages as being
moreor. less where the parents arrange for the mating of their
children . ,much, as they would  their animals. They see these
myarriages as unfair to tho.young, pepple since they are thrawn. into
these,, telationships without being allowed tq voice their opinion
ong way  or 4the other. They sgg them .as representing  selfish

parents Who are thinking abaut marrying thei children off to those
that would clevate their social statusawould b, a: wise. investment
to their business, would be beneficial to them politically, and so on.
o' Anothier thing that comes out of this type ‘oft'm'a;rriage':.is the
fact: that the wife is tsually: expected to :go to live witl the
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husband’s” people, whereas the Bible says, “‘For this - cause shall<a
man leave his father’ ‘and mother, and-shall be: joined unto his. rwrt’e,
and they two shall be ofic flesh.” (Ephesians 5 :-31). Still anvther
disadvantage is that when'a wife goes to live with: the husband" aid
his people then she i$ usually expected to go along with hiny on
religion ‘and all ‘other important matters. She is' therefore at His
mercy. - Rather, she should be allowed to make her own’ “detisions.
Certaunly a Christian could not, ‘and should not insist that his’ w:fe,
betome 4 Chnstran,’khduld he be 56 unwwe a§' to marry a non-
Christian. She caii’ become a' Chrlstian oﬁly ’thrmugh propét
teaching and then by making her own deeision to' obey ‘the: Lord:

No one ‘can ‘force her or pressure her mto domg this. oo Lt
) R B £ PR D

, One of the problems of arranged ma.rnages sl}ould be very
obvxous to those who redd the Sunglay newspapers, - In the, c{ass;-
fied sectlon ‘of each’ paper you will ﬁpd coyumn after column of ads
for prospectlve husbands and wiv All kinds. of concessxons are
made. All types of oﬁ.‘ers are made Who Would be placmg thesg
ads ? "Often times they " represent parents who are desperately
trying to find a companion for their son or daughter For one
reason or another,: they have no one to.tirn to for help but the
general public. .- But just imagine a son or daughter having ‘to itell
their friends, or their own, children, that- their companion was
found through a classified want ad seett@n of the newspaper
Surely there must be a better way.. T i

to be considered in both types of marriage. Wha?tev’er type of
marriage you finally settle on for your self, or for y@ children,
you should try to eleminate as many of the bad points as. posmble,
and approach marriage as being ordained of God, that it is some-
thing that is not to be taken lightly, and respect the prmclples that
should govern it. May I remind you again of what the Apostle
Paul said as he compares Christ and the church with the husband
and the wife : “Wives, submit. yourselves unto youtr own husbands,
as unto the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, even
as Christ is the head of the church : and he is the saviour of the
body. Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let ithe
wives -be to their own husbands in every thing. Husbands, love
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yotir wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave. himself
for - it;. That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing. of
water, in the word.. - That he might present it to himself a glorious
church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it
should be:holy and without blemish. So ought men to love. their
wives as their own bodies. I-Ie that loveth his wife loveth himself.
For.no.map ever yet hated h1s own ﬂesh, ‘but nourisheth and cheri-
sheth it, even.as the, Lord the church : For we are members of his
“body, of his flesh, and of his bones. For this cause shall a man leave
h;s,father apd mother, and shall be Jomed unto hlS w1fe, and they
two, shall be one flesh,, This is a great mystery: but I speak concern-
ing Christ and. the, Church. . Nevertheless let every, one of you in
particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she
reverence her husband.” (Ephes1ans 5: 22—33) Christ also said,
“Have ye ndt read that he which made them at the begmnmg made
e male and female. Afd said, For this cause shall a man leave
father' and ‘mother, and shall” cleave to his wife : and they twain
shall'bé one flesh"? Wherefore: they are ‘no more twain, but one
flesh. <What therefore God hath Jomed together let not man put
asunder ! (Matthew 19 4-6)

The mam thing is for God’s law of marriage -to be’ respected
and abeyed. - This applies ‘not. only to 'that -which leads ap to
marriage, but to the marriage itself, and what takes place -there-
after. - Man can’ certainly improve on “his’ side of it but when it
comes to God’s side there can be no improvements made. - '

a ’sbéiate |
ztonai

God L‘And His' Will’

.‘Before gmng the story of the wise and the foohsh bullders
Jesus said, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall:
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enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he' that déeth the will * of
my Father which is in heaven.” (Matthew 7:21). Supposéyif'I
tell you to do some thing and ‘also tell you the' way to -do ‘it. - Bif
you'follow another way and accomiplish the work. - Imight aécdph
it, because I would nbt’ be so ‘much concerned ‘whether-you ad
followed my instructions or not, T would rather! be Happy that You
had done the job I gave you. I might even approve and commend
the ‘way you had chosen ‘to accomplish the work;, - But.cerfainly
this is fiot how.God1ooks at things He has commanded us.,, He
means -precisely.: what He says, and says what, He precisely means:
Let me show you what I'mean. ... . . .4 - . . . TS

. J : bt e B ¢ FE 1 ;Tl.f."“j"ﬁ%
- In the Old Testament of the Bible; in Leviticus 10:1, 2, we have.
this fecord; “And. Nadab and- Abihuj the’ soms: of Aaron, took
either of ‘them “his censer, and puit fire therein; and :put incense
thereon, and offered strange: fire. before ‘the Lord, - ‘which -:his
commanded them not.,” And there went -out fire from:"the - Lord,
and devoured them, and -they died - before : the. Lord.”?. - From
chapter 16 and verse 12 oftthe saie book.we learn that -God: had:
commanded - that the fire was to- be.staken from off the altar
before the Lord. A I T DRI P

Next,” when the - children . of- Israel .journeyed toward “the
promised land under ‘the leadership of “Moses' and Aaron, and
when “they came into the ‘desert of Ziti:and: thers abodé inia ‘place;
called Kadesh, théy began murmuring’ dgainst Mosés and’ Adren:
because there was ho'water available to querich’ theit thirst, The:
record’in the Bible says, “And Moses'anid-Aaron-wentvfroni ‘the!
presence’ of ‘the' assémbly ‘unto the door of the tabersacle ofithe
congregation, and'they fell upon their:faces': and the" gloty ‘of the.
Lord appeared ‘unto them. And the Lord: spake mnto: Moses;
saying, Take the rod, and gather thou the assembly togethef, thou,
and Aaron thy brother, ‘and speak ye unto the Tock before their-
eyes; and it shall give forth its water, and thou shalt bring forth-
to'them water out of 'the rock : so thou shalt give the congregation::
and' their Beasts dritik: And Moses took the rod from before - the -
Lord, as"he commanded him.  And ‘Moses.and Aaron gathered.
the'congregdtion together before the rock.and he said unto: .them;;
Hear now, ye rebels : must we fetch you water out of this fock ?:.
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And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smofe the rock
twice : -and the water came out abundantly, and the congregation
drank and their beasts also. And the Lord spake unto Moses and
Aaron, Because ye beligved me not to sanctify me in the eyes of
the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation
into the land which I have given them.” (Numbers 20:6-12).

' In Both of these cases we see that' they -did not refuse to ‘do
what ‘God ' had toinmandéd them to do. They were willing to do
what God had asked'them to do. But the fact is. that they did
not comply with His command, that is; thiey did net follow His
instructions in accomplishing His will. Both Nadab and Abihu
wers commanded fo take fire from off the altar before the Lord.
But they reasoned, fire is fire, so why not take any- fire.. But this
was a-direct violation of Godls will. God had specified 3 fire and
that was the only fire acceptable to Him. Likewise, in the second
jnstance,: Moses and Aaron were told to speak to the rogk. But
in: -stead . Moses. smote 'the tock twice. This also was a violation
of what God had commanded. Consequently, we. se¢ that all of
these people were punished by the Lord for not following His
instructions in doing His will. oo

Sa: when lesus says, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord,
Loxd, shall enter into the kingdom of -heaven; but he that doeth
the will of my Father which is in heaven,” He means that we
should not only be content with the fact that we have obeyed a
ceitain command of God, but rather we must be sure whether we
have followed God’s instrugtions in doing His will. For. instance,
God’s. book says, ‘one should not only believe in Him but must
also be baptized to be saved, and that baptism should be a burial
or. immersion in water, for the forgiveness of one’s sins. (Mark
16:16; Romans 6:3,4; Acts 2:38 ; Acts 8:35-39). Is- it true with
your. baptism, if you were baptized ? Were you baptized after
you had believed in Christ, or when you were a little baby ? Was
it.a burial (immersion in water), or some one sprinkled water on
you ? “Wetre you baptized for the forgiveness of sins, or to give
your testimony 2. God’s will must be done strictly according to
His command. Man is forbidden to add into His word or to take
away from His word. (Revelation 22:18, 19).
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Upside Down' " - **

Jack Coultas'

Driving north into Thomaston, Georgia on Highway 19 a few
years ago I noticed a billboard that advertized a certain brand of
air conditioner. The caption went something like this: “Don’t

.Sizzle-Get a Carrier Air Conditioner.” There was nothing excep-
tional in the wording of that sign. Nor in the picture of two eggs,
sunny-side up, against a black background. Neither had any
special appeal to the view. The one thing that caused drivers to
slow down and read the message was the fact that it was pasted on -
the billboard upside down. This writer does not know whether
the “‘upside down” sign was a blunder or the result of a carefully
thought out advertising. scheme I suspect the Latter

The attentlons of men are obvmusly and naturally drawn to
the unusual. When a thing is out of the ordinary or “upside
down” we are curious enough to investigate it. The Christian life
is like, that. The onme whose life is truly hidden in Christ J esus

" stands out because the world does not find .it normal among men
to serve rather than be served.  Our blessed Saviour said. that by
our service we would attract men to God. - “Let- your light so
shine before men, that they may see your: good works; and glorify,
your father which is in heaven.” (Matt. 5:16). What a drawmg
power - the -Christian has as 'men and women observe the Jife that
works to give rather than to get. Why, the whole concept of “get -
all you can and can all you get.” The word of - God is more'than
words on paper that we can teach or- argue about in a’ B1ble class.
When translated into a life of Chrlstlan serv1ce that Word works '
out to the savmg of SOU]S. L e

to teach. (Actsl ll) Then when ‘those - out of Chnst see

s “upside down” to the world, they Will be attracted to the’ gospef
: of God’s dear Son. In this way souls may be turned “nght S1de
up” for Jesus Chnst T . C T

R ed G L B Rt B



 To rephrase the air conditioner ad, *“Don’t Sizzle-Live the
Christian Life.” Live to ‘serve and setve to live. Try keeping a
record of ways you serve each day and each week try to improve
it. If the world cries out against us let that cry be the same as that
which was voiced at the house of Jason, “These that have turned
the world upside down are come hither also.” (Acts 17 : 6).

Dishonesty

~Joe L. Connell

““If a soul sin, and commit a trespass against the Lord, and lie
unto ‘his neighbour in that which was delivered him to keep, or'in
fellowship, or in a thing taken away by violence, or -hath deceived
Hiis neighbour; or-have found that which-was lost, and lieth concern-
ing it, and sweareth falsely; in any of all these that a man doeth,
sihnfing ‘therein’ then it shall be, because he hath sinned, and is

guilty, that he shall restore that Which he- took violently away, or
the thing which he .hath' : decei;fully gotten,  or that which was
delivered him to keep, or the lost thing which he found, or all that
about which he hathiisworn falsely; he shall even restore it in the
principal, and shall add the fifth part more thereto, and give it
into him to whom it appertaineth, in the day of his trespass
offering. (Lev. 6 : 2-5). '

 God knew that men would behave dishonestly and he outlined
a way whereby the guilty and the victim could come together
again. I know of nothing that has changed under the New  Testa-
ment of Christ as pertaining to dishonesty, but the means by
which God is to be -approached for forgiveness. Under the Old
Law he was to “Bring his trespass offering unto the Lord, a ram
without blemish out of the flock, with thy estimation, for a trespass
offering unto the priest. . And the priest shall make an-atonement
“for him before the Lord: and it shall be forgiven him for any
thing of all that he hath done in trespassing therein.” (Lev. 6:

) S

Under Christ and through his advocacy we “miust "'re"‘pe'nf and
ask God for forgiveness. Paul wrote saying, “By whom also we
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have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand and rejoice ‘in
hope of the glory of God.” (Rom.5 : 2). And again, “But now.in
Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were afar off are made nigh by the

blood of Christ. For through him w2 both hive access by one
Spirit uato the Father.” (Eph 2 13 18).

Unfortunately many Chnstlans do not avail themselves of the
great blessmg they have in Chrlst to seek forgiveness for their way
o("hvmg

Dishonesty is still with us today A man’s word should be his
bond, but we know many times-it 1s11’t Unscrupulous dealings
can become a‘way of life and no ‘doubt one ‘may engage in
dishonesty ‘without reahzmg that he really is bemg deceltful If
you have let this manner of hving slipup on you reépent’ now of
your sins and ask God to’ forglve you.. If'you have sinned agamst
a brother, that would ¢all for a personal approach to him. Make
that approach.

i

Authorlty of Elders
Robert R. Taylor, Jr.

. Not long ago I received. a rather ,lang phone; call from a group
of godly elders who were wrestling with a serious ,problem. The
basic problem was a lack of respect for them as elders. Counsel
was given by phone and later by letter.to. the effect that the pres:
sing matter called for the elders to make.a decision and for the
congregation to accept it promptly without.further quibbling. They
were to be in the driver’s seat in this matter. v ‘

Quite frequently we hea.rjo_f bxeenwho take the position that
no authority inheres in the eldership. Such a concept is a: portion
of the permissive era of which.we are a. part. ~Authority is not
one of the in terms with the masses of men today and the term is
not widely appreciated by some of our own brethren. Does autho-
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rity inhere in the work of the eldership other than in example and
example only ? That is the inquiry that prompts this article.

That “No Authority” Problem Again...For a number of years
there have been rebels in God’s church who stoutly resisted the
Biblical doctrine of elders and their authority. Here are some of
the positions that have been taken.. (1) They say that elders have
no power except as ensamples to the flock. First Peter 5:3 is their
sugarstick. It forbids an eldership from being lords over Jehovah’s
heritage. Quite frequently they by-pass First Peter 5:2 which
commands elder to feed and take the oversight of the local flock.
(2) They like to quote Matthew 28:18 ‘where Jesus laid claim to
‘all authority both in heaven and upon earth. Then they will con-
clude that such leaves no authority for elders. Have they never
heard of delegated authority ? There is original authority; Diety
has this. There is delegated authority; apostles, prophets and
elders have possessed this and current elderships still do. We have
no living apostles and prophets today. (3) They like to quote
Jesus in Matthew 20:25ff where he discussed the concept of service
or ministering instead of the employment of authority. The Lord
was not discussing the work and authority of elders here. He was
speaking of how to achieve true greatness as opposed to the false
standards of authority and arrogance among the power-mad
Gentiles. A text taken out of its context becomes a mere pretext!
(4) They claim there is an absence of all authority from the
expressions that depict the elders and what they do. Such is utterly
wrohg; it is a baseless contention. (5) Elders have no more
authority than do others and should never make decisions except as
duthorized to by the congregation is another part of this overall
problem. This contention places the congregation into the driver’s
seat and the elders beome the overseen and not the overseers! This
contention makes of them a rubber stamp of congregational desires.
(6) That elders have any authority is just one of the man-made
“church of Christ” traditions they maintain. (7) The elders are
never said to have any authority over the church we are "informed.
(8) Elders have no more right to make a decision than do the
deacons or any other group within the church it is claimed by the
“no authority” rebels in God’s church today. If the employment
of the word rebel is offensive to any reader of this article, I ask you
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to look up the definitions of rebel and rebellion-and see if the
designation is an improper one, an undeserved one.

The Revival Of Old Problem...An illustration of this dislike - for
authority, and that is the basic crux of the problem, occured in
ancient Hebrew history. During the wilderness wanderings fhéfe
was 4 rebellion staged against Moses and Adron. It was led by
Korah, Dathan and Abiram. They were joined by two hundred
and - fifty other disgruntled Hebrews.: They said Moses and Aaron_
took too much on them. They took the view that every Israelitq
had just as much authority as did Moses and Aaron. Th'e—.eaiithhf‘
opened up and swallowed those rebels. Fire from the Lord Himself
devoured the two hundred and fifty. The same sentiments
expressed by those ancient rebels are expressed by these ‘modern
rebels. They say that elders have no more: authority than anyone
else in the congregation. ~ All the Korahes, Dathans and Abitamis
did not perish thirty five centuries ago!.» The modéern descendants
of that motley crew deny that elders, acting as - elders, can come to
any decisions that are binding on the local .congregation. - They
deny that elders can make decisions affecting the church ‘without
first consulting the church to see what the wishes of all are relative
to the matter. This is a very serious error and has ‘worked havoe
in many congregations. : o I

The Negative View Of Their Authority.:.Elders do not have
authority to add to Christ’s law or-to subtract from the laws of the
Bible. They do not have authority to set ‘aside any of the com-
mandments of Christ. They do not have the authoriry to dispense
with any of the acts which are necessary for a person to become a
Christian. For ‘instance they could not fell a person who has just
responded, “Our baptistry water is cold 'this evening. Theérefoie,
we believe it is more convenient for us to sprinkle you in lieu of
immersion.” Suchis not within the realm of their authdrity.
They do not possess the: power to dispense .with one of the:
Christian acts of worship. They cannot change the weekly obser-
vance of the Lord’s Supper into a quarterly or annual observance.
They could not take the cup away from a portion of the member-
ship and leave them only with bread at ‘each communion service,
They do- not have authority to move a piano ‘into Christian
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worship, ‘They do not have the authority to put a woman before
a mixed group to -preach, teach, lead the prayer, officiate at the
Lord’s Supper, lead the singing, etc. They do not have the power
to change the nature of .the church or the mission Jehovah has
given it to fulfil. They do not have the power to water down the
preacher’s gospel message -or to soft soap the truth through their
selected corps of Bible teachers. These are.abuses of their autho-
rity when so. practiced. . Their authority is to see that God’s word
and works are preached and performed just as he desires. Within
the. realm of expediency and judgment they may and must employ-
their authority in carrying out the generics of the gospel.

The Positive View Of Their Authority...The authority of elders
is set forth in the terms by which they are designated. Paul
referred to the Ephesian eldership as being overseers, as rendered
in.the King James Version and as bishops in the American Standard
Version. Acts 20:28 states,.“Take heed therefore unto yourselves,
and. to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost (Spirit, ASV)
hath made you overseers (bishops, ASV). to feed the church of
God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.” The garlier
part of this context reveals that he was speaking to elders. (Acts
20:17). The elders and bishops referred to the same group of men.
“Bishop” and “overseer” come from the Greek word episcopos.
On page 243 of his Greek-English Lexicon Mr. Thayer defines this
word as “an overseer, a man charged with the duty of seeing that
things to be done by others are done rightly, any curator,. guardian,
or superjnfendent.” The fact that elders are overseetrs ‘portrays
th.eir' authority. The fact that they are charged with a duty
exhibits them. as, ones in whom authority is invested. The fact that
elders are curators, guardians and superintendents is suggestive
that -authority inheres in the term of episcopos.

- Paul enjoined the Ephesian eldership “to feed” the Lord’s
church. (Acts 20:28). The inspired Peter, an apostle and also an
elder, told the elders of the various congregations in the five
provinces of Asia Minor to “Feed the flock of God which is among
you.” (1 Pet. 5:2). Both of these terms are from the Greek word
poimaino. On page 527 of his Lexicon Mr. Thayer says this term
means, “to feed, to tend a flock, keep shape...to rule, govern.”
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Quite literally the word means to shepherd /the flock. Does dnyone
think the Palestinian shepherd possessed no authority as- the
shepherd of his sheep ? This is the very imagery from which the
term is drawn. In the tending, the keeping, the ruling and the
governing of spiritual sheep in a congregational setting there is
authority fully set forth by Inspiration. Itis not original autho-
rity; it is delegated authority. But it'is authority nevertheless!

I am quite aware that Peter forbids elders to be lords or
dictators over God’s heritage. No godly elder of my acquaintance
seeks to be a dictator. But this divine prohibition that they not
be dictators does not cancel out the faét that they are to exercise
the oversight of the congregation. Surely Peter did not give elders
authority in 1 Peter 5:2 and then cancel every vestige of it one
verse later! Again I am very much aware of Peter’s inspired injunc-
tion that elders are to be ensamples to the flock. But again this
does not cancel out their authority. Jesus is our great example
but that does not cancel out his having all authority. (Matt.
28:18). 'Paul, Peter, John and the other apostles were examples to
the brethren. But their being examples did not cancel out their
apostolic authority. Every godly elder I know warts to be an
ensample but that still does not cancel out the authority given to
an eldership in the overseeing, the tending, the keeping, the ruling
and the governing of the flock. As brother Roy Deaver has so
well stated, “Example does not preclude authority.”

The inspired penman of Hebrews 13:17 says, “Obey them that
have the rule over you, and submit yourselves : for they watch for
your souls, as they that must give account, that they may.do it
with joy, and not with grief : for that is unprofitable for you.” As
used there Thayer says the word obey (peitho-Greek) means “to
listen to, obey, yield to, comply with.” (p. 497). After giving this
definition he cites Hebrews 13:17 as a place where the word has
this very meaning. This is the same word James-employs in James
3:3 in referring to the obedience the horse gives its rider or its
driver. There is authority embedded in the bits by which the rider
or driver controls the horse. And there is authority in the elder-
ship as Paul tells us to obey them. Such a command surely reflects
authority. If not, why not???
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Why obey them ? They have the rule over us! -~ Authority
inheres in that term rule also. .. We are commanded to submit -our-
selves to them. The Greek term for submit is hupeiko and means,
“to resist no longer, but to give way, yield, to yield to authority.
and admonition, to submit.” (Thayer p. 638). How can there be.a
yielding to authority if there is no authority within the eldership ?
Obey, submit and rule are indicative of authority, Itis a strange.
handling of these terms that can miss what is so very, very obvious.
It requires a lot of help to misunderstand these clear, these crystal
clear, terms. )

In Titus 1:7 Paul refers toa bishop>as_ being God’s steward
This word refers to one who is a manager, a superintendent, an
overseer. There is authority here. -If not, why not ?

~ Conclusion...Surely there is authority in the eldership. This
does not mean they have the same authority that God has; they do
not. It does mot mean they have original authority; they do not.
It does not mean they have dictatorial authority, they do not. But
they do have the authority that God has given them. That autho-
rity is to carry outhis will. In the execution of his will there.are
obligations. These obligations involve ‘an element of expediency
or human judgment. In this realm they have authority. Th1s is
God’s arrangement it is God’s plan. We had better respect it.
Those who contend there is no authority in the eldership need to
learn the truth about this matter and cease to teach false doctrines
relative to such

It seems the height of ingratitude though when a local gospel
preacher spends years elevating the eldership in his preaching and
defending their authority against all who would usurp it and then
for that eldership to think so little of him and his work as to allow
a worldly element to pressure them into moving that same preacher
because his preaching was too strong for their lukewarmness, * their
wordly dispositions. .But it has happened time and time again that
very way. But when it does happen it is an abuse of their authority
and: not a righteous discharge of the same.
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HAVE YOU WONDERED ABOUT FALLING
- - FROM GRACE ‘

W.N. JACKSON

We’ve all sung, down through the years, ‘“Amazing Grace,
How Sweet the Sound!” We all should rejoice that the grace of
God, one of the truly great themes of the Bible, is a reality. As
we think of the grace of our God, and the fact that this grace is
provided for man, there are two considerations worthy of our
serious attention : (1) How man can enter into that grace, and (2)
Is it possible for man, once entering into it, to fall from it and to
be eternally lost ?

Here is the basis of some of'the division in the religious world.
A sizeable portion of the world believes that man, once entering
into God’s grace, cannot ever so sin as to be lost. This is some-
times called the doctrine of “impossibility of apostasy,” and at
other times put in these terms : “Once saved, Always Saved.” But,
on’‘the other hand, another laige portion of sincere religious people
believes and teai:hes that man, even after having entered into God’s
grace, can sin and, at that, to the degree that he falls from God’s
‘grace and can be lost forever. It should be very obvious to all
that both of these positions cannot be tight!’ As with resolving all
religious questions, since the Bible is the complete standard (2
Tim. 3 : 16, 17), .we must consult that volume for: the answers to
our questions. :

THE WORD “CONDITION”
IS IMPORTANT -

In looking into.the division that exists over this matter, it is
clear that those who teach that man cannot fall from God’s grace
hold this position : that man enters into God’s favour and “his
remaining within God’s grace is not conditioned at all on man’s will,
action or response to God’s teaching. = He has entered into a saved
state, into a relationship of grace, and there he will always abide,
regardless! Since all know that man is a creature of flesh, and
subject to all the frailty common to man, and since God plainly
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says that we do sin‘(l John 1 : 8, 10), then those who teach that
man cannot fall from grace must teach that remaining in grace is
without man having to meet any conditions of God at all!

Again, those who believe and teach that man cam fall from
grace point out that man, having entered into God’s favour, must
meet the conditions laid down'by God for that state of grace to
continue. They hold that man was created a free-moral agent,
having always the right of choice and freedom of will, and that |he
does not have that will taken from him upon his obedience. He
is as safe and secure in God’s grace as he wants to be, inastiuch
as his remaining in God’s favour is conditioned on his own will to
remain there. Now, which of these two positions is true ?

IN THE BEGINNING...
“CONDITIONS”

. At the. outset of God’s dealings with man, conditions were laid
down. The Lord told the first couple that ““Of every tree of the
‘garden thou mayest freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it : forin the day that thou
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” (Gen. 2: 16, 17). God told
this original couple what they could and could not do, thus indicat-
ing that their continuing in His favour was conditioned on their
obeying Him. If thatis net so, then they could not fall, and
‘hence. His warning was needless. On the other hand, they did
fall, and it becomes God’s fault, if entering into God’s grace, -one
cannot fall from it! :

The language of condition runs throughout the Bible, and often
the little word “if” is the signal of condition. For example, in
speaking of the graces or virtues to be in the lives of Christians,
the apostle Peter says that “if ye do these things, ye shall never
fall!”” (2 Pet. 1 : 10). Notice, “never fall” is conditioned on the
“IF”.

POSITIVE PROOFS AMONG CHRISTIANS

Simon, who had formerly béen a false teacher in Samaria, had
believed .and was baptized into Christ (Aets 8 : 13), meeting the



conditions upon which God had promised salvation in the Great
Commission (Mark 16 : 15, 16). The gospel he obeyed is said to
be “the gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20: 24). But notice
Simon : -after entering into God’s grace, he so sinned as to have
been marked as (1) doomed to perish, (2) having a heart not right
with God, (3) needing to repent, (4) being guilty of wickedness, (5)
in need of God’s forgiveness, (6) being in the gall of bitterness,
and (7) bound by iniquity (vs. 20-23). Here is a picture of a man
who entered into the grace of God, and then turned by his own
will to engage in sin, refusing to abide by the conditions of the
Lord, and was in a lost state! Either that, or one with all these
seven things against him, still goes to heaven! The “once saved,
always saved” folks would have Simon entering into Heaven, even .
though we’re plamly told that no deﬁlement is there! (Rev. 21
27) .

.. 'Anothér warning is'seen in Hebrew.s, 6:4<6. Writing to those
who ' needed to go' beyond the first ;principles of Christ (v. 1), we
know that the alien sinner is not being spoken. of, for the alien
needs to obey the first principles, not go beyond them! Then,
describing those who fall away to the extent that it is impossible to:
get them to repent, thé writer says he’s speaking of those (1) once
enlightened, (2) who'tasted the heavenly - gift, (3) partook ‘of the
Holy  Ghost, (4) tasted the good word of God, and (5) tasted the
powers of the world to come, and not one of these can apply to the
alien sinner, for he hasn’t tasted or partook of any of - these, and
certainly has not been enlightened, since his state throughout the
Bible is said to be ““darkness.”” Rather, the child of God, who has
received these good blessings from God (v.7) and then has not
borne the proper fruit is described, with the warning that he can
fall away and to the extent that he’ll never repent!

. ..One other, from the apostle Peter, and. it is -a. clear picture :
Peter addresses those who . have the same faith as that of the
apostles (2 Pet. 1 : 1), through the righteousness of God and His
Son. After saying that they can pursue the course that will cause
them to never fall (as we’ve earlier seen), he points out that they
need to.be warned lest they “be eatried away with the error of the
w1cked and fall from their own steadfastness” (3::-17) Surely, 1t is
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responding obediently to God! Elther these could i'all, as Peter
says, or else Heaven will have some who have left faithfulness and:
embraced the error of the wicked—who can believe the latter ?

THE TWOQ CLEAREST 'PASSAGES

Here are two passages which speak to the- pomt dlrectly——m_
terms that cannot be denied by any except those who wish to reject
the Bible completely :

(1) 1 Timothy 4 : 1-2 : The Holy Spirit expressly said that some
will depart from the faith, and to such extent that they abide not.
in the spirit of Christ nor His doctrine, and no longer speak truth,:
no longer are sincere, and are hardened in conscience. Yet, these
were in the faith; Paul says the Spirit of God plainly foretold that
they would depart from the faith! Dare any man say that one cannot
fall, when God so plainly and in so many ways says that man can
fall ? .

(2) Galatians 5 ; 4 : To those who were in the grace of Christ.
(Galatians 1 : 6), Paul gives warning that they dare not:follow the
demands of the law of Moses, else “Christ is become of no effect
upon you...ye are fallen from grace!” Friends, could it be any
plainer ? ‘The God of Heaven knew how man would tend ‘to
tamper with His Will, :and He anticipated this in providing clear
statements to- .disprove thesec man-made theories. Man can fall
from grace,. and we’ve seen 1t clearly from a number of stand-
points! -

WHAT OF “SECURITY” PASSAGES ?

: ~The forces of error use- many ‘passages.as their “security” ‘texts,
ignoring what we’ve already seen from the Bible, and refiising éven
to see that their own texts usually mclude condltlons Let’s notice
anexample Lo T T

(1) John 10 28, 29 ThlS passage is as true as can be, Por no man
no: force—No not ‘even Satan- hlmself—-han forcibly remove’ a’ chlld
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of . God from God’s care! But in this context, note v. 27, the Lord
speaks of His sheep hearing his voice and fellowing Him! No .one
who hears the voice of the Lord, and follows Him, is going to: fail,
and no power.can remove such from God’s, hands.  But God’s
Word, in the points we’ve made, speaks of those who.decide to
refuse to hear, refuse to follow, and willfully persist in entering into
a sinful way. No one plucked them from the Lord’s hand; they
willingly departed! Even these verses speak of conditions—the
condition of ~hearing and followmg Thavt s the guarantee agamst
falhng' : : i

) John 3: 16 and Rom 8: l The behever shall not pensh, of
one in Chnst comes not into condemnatloq Agam, note that the
condltxons are found in the verses : one is to contmue in behevmg,
contmue in Christ,, and “walk not after the flesh, but aftex the
Spirit.” No question that one who thus continues is saved and
will be saved eternally. But we have noted the warnings given as
to those who cease to believe, cease to abide in Christ, and return
to wa]k on the ﬂeshly level—and these fail from grace‘ -

CON CLUSION

Dear reader, we plead with you to- study the matter of falhng
from grace most carefully; reverently readmg these passages cited
herein. See the grace,of God now avallable fot all men: (Tl-t 2
11). . See that that grace is made known in. the- gospel of Chnst
14) The grace is. bestowed upon those - who beheve the ' gospel
repent of their sins, confess their Lord, and are baptlzed into Him
for the remission of past sins, (Acts 2 38) Man contlnqes in that
grace as he lives obediently to God’s will. That is his wonderfu
assurance. He is secure—as secure as he wants to be—as Peter
said, “IF” he does the things God desires of him!

* * & * %

ISIT A SIN TO MISS JUST ONE SERVICIL i
OF THE CHURCH? .

. The above question is often asked by church members. It is
one Wthh deserves some very careful con51deratlon by all of us,
but especially by those who occas:onally absent themselves from
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the assemblies. - The question emanates from a false attitude, the
attitude that one is going to try to.get by with a minimum of
service rather-than the maximum. Certainly, we would not say it
is a'sin to-miss one or many services due to providential hindera=
nces; but- we are not talking of such absences in this article. - We
have in mind the fellow 'who misses JUST ONE service because ‘he
doesn’t care to go, he had rather do somethmg else

To get at the heart of the questlon, oonsnder the followmg “if
one doesn’t sin when he INDIFFERENTLY misses JUST ONE
serv1ce, how many does he have to miss before he sins ? Two,
four S1x or oné’ hundred‘ 7" At which absence does he become a
smner “in’ need of repentance, and by what ‘authority do you
answer ? The truth of the maftter'is that ifitis a sin to miss a
hundred assemblies, ‘it is a sin to mlss JUST ONE servwe, if not,
why not ? '

Take this i 1magmary s1tuat10n for an example Bro J‘ohn mlsses
an assembly, but no one takes any notice of it; he misses eight or
ten, and the church begins ta wonder: : Finally, he is absent for a
whole year, and the elders go out to talk to him about his condi-
tion. - When he asked the nature of his offense, the reply was that
e had forsaken the assemblmg with the samts What if he should
ask for the specific time at which he became a sinner,” what could
they say’? Coiild ‘they rebuke him for 1 missing the first, third, or
one “himdredth service? And if they should rebuke him - for
forsaking the assemblifig for“one year, why shouldn’t they rebuke
hlm for forsaking it for one week ? Why shou]d it be wrong to
mxss a year but alright to miss one week ?

One can wrestle with this questlon for days, and he will be
forced to the conclusion that missing one service is a sin, if his
reasoning is governed by common sense and scripture. Many
have never really seriously considered their duty to attend the
assemblies; and hence, they feel no guilt to speak of, regardless of
how often they are absent.

~ We should " all compare what We do for the Lord with what he
has done for us, and hang our heads in shame for our lack ‘of

e
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sacrifice for him. We need to: repent while we still have time.
One day we shall stand before the Great. Judge ‘of -all ~with
unbearable disappointment for our LUKEWARM and HALF-

HEARTED service. - Co ,
T P o A (VIS S ‘s""{ _Se[ecfed r:'!}f‘l

[ o . ok

THE SIN OF SILENCE* " " "

o2 el sorvants s v cloe their mouths when Satan
parades before the world spouting error of every sordid form.
Here are eight great examples of men. who did not seal their lips.

1. Nathan, the bold prophet, who, plainly said untg King
David : “Thou art the man.” (Il Sam., 12;: 7)., Wh ‘?‘!?:'CQ!&I,I;mgge;
David should be eternally grateful for Nathan. .. . .- e

2. : Micajah, the prophet who withstood Ahab and, his 400 wise

men, used these words worthy of emulation .. “As the Lord. liveth
and speaketh unto ,me that will I say.” (I Kings 22:114.), Even

punishment failed to seal his lips] .. . ., RE T
Sy A"J' b T N -;HtA SR R C L it
3. John, the Immierser, severly . warned, the corrupt Pharjsees
who would have made mockery of Diyine tryths. Matthew chapter
three is a tribute to fearless preaching. '

4. Jesus was uncompromising with a prospective follower
when he told the rich young ruler the challenge of kingdom service.
Some of us try to ease prospects in'and then teach them duty. Not
so with the Master-teacher. (Luke 18 : 18-30).

5. Peter,in Acts 5:29, before an aroused Jewish council
frankly informed them that the apostles would “obey God rather
than men.” This is' refreshing change from our halting speech.
(I Kings 18':.21,) - : LA SR S ST

6. .Stféphén, nqa;q'l"; it'ol death Wlth cach Senﬂ@ﬁqg;- nqxietliei_éss
spoke clearly of the debauchery and shame of the Jewish leaders,
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His.courage has.served us all. with the spark we need in opposmg
grror. - Read Acts 7 carefully B

' 7 Phlhp, after runnmg to h1s mission of 1mportance, seized
his opportune moment, opened his mouth and preached Jesus to
the Ethiopian. (Acts 8 : 26-39). Why do we open our mouths ?
How can we seal our lips when the world S0 desperately needs to
hear about the Son of God.

8. Paul, before Felix, chose the three most unpopular themes
in his repertoire in preaching to his captor-nghteousness temperance
and judgment to come. Plain preaching is powerful, even Fehx
trembled and c6n31dered the’ pIea (Acts 24 :25). o

'Brethren heaven will be too sweet to  miss. Yet we ' shall
miss its glory if we seal our lips when God’s truth is burning within
on’r ‘soul!” Sinners need-it, the world will die and ‘g0 to hell without
it"4hd our 6wn- soul will pensh unless We open. our mouths and
speak forth the message of God’s resplendent glory.

. ‘Preaching ‘btethren, lét-determine wé" shall ‘Become bolder in
our proclaimation of tHe Word. ' 'Let-us heed PSalmS 40:9: “I
have preached rrghteousness in the great ‘congreation ; lo, I Have
not refrained my lips, O Lord, thou knowest.” May 'the wortds'of
the song be our constant desire : ““Till then, I would Thy love
fpmclaim with: every ﬂeetlng breath And may the music of Thy
hatnie refresh miy soul'in death"’ o

e

 Discipline .~
Joe L. Conneli R

. God’s Word:is filled 'with instruction on discipline. Immediate-
ly most of you reading this will think of the church! disfellowshipp-
ing a fellow member. This shou]d not always be the only action
the Wword dnscxphne conveys to us. -Discipline may mean training,
cultivation, teaching, to' prepare, qualify, to correct, punish or
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penalize. So we see that if weunderstandithe word. correetly, it:
may mean various degrees of intensity in its administration.

. To:discipline a child may mean teaching or spanking. Tt should
always be done with the aim of improving behaviour and saving the
child from his own destruction. This is true with discipline in the
church. . » : e i '

R . y . . q ey ‘“

Weekly the church teaches and makes avallable learning. When
this teaching is applied the result is good. If teaching is not
applied, it may be necessary to admonish. Paul wrote: “And I
myself also am persyaded:of you, my brethren, that ye also: are full
of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one
another.” (Rom. 15: 14) Oftentimes:Paul writes of brethren
admonishing those whose lives are not consistent with truth.
Through singing, every Christian is admonished. (Col. 3 : 16).

_ Wlthdrawal is not the only kmd of dlsclplme given to errmg
Chrxsttans Paul’ Writesin I 'Théss: 5 : 14 : “Now wé exhort you,
Brethren, warnd them that ‘are unruly, comfort' the feelbleminded,
support’ thé weak, be patient toward'all men.” "Faithful brethren
are to be engaged all' the' timé" in " restoring “a” fallen'" brother.
“Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye who are spmtual
restore such a one in’ the splri{ of meekness cofmdermg thyself
{est 'thot also ‘be temptbd » (Gal. 6:'1). Until this'is d%ne hy
spititual brethren, it isi’t the’ tlme to disfellowshlp the errmg e

_ WHAT OF WITHDRAWAL OF FELLOWSHIP,?. .

The Bible clearly shows there wnll ‘be a neéd to withdraw from
fellowshipping a brothet or sister. ** Tl'ns is not taught nor practieed
as it should be. Some’ erroneously believe this is done by the
elders in business meetmgs ot is practlced as a personal mattér
on''the part of other ‘menibérs of the ‘church.’ The Biblé ‘does not
lea¥e us in doubt about what is'to be done. InT Cotinthians 5 4,
Paul states it elearly. “In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, whén
ye are gathered ‘together, and my spirit, with the power of our
Lord Jesus Christ, to deliver such an one unto Satan...” According
to thie word of I Thess. 3, this actipn is to be applied to. aay who
“walk among you: disorderly.” . Certain sins are specified. - “And
if. any man: obey net our word by this-epistle, note that man aad
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have: ino company wrlth hlm, that he may be ashamed » (II Thess.
3:14). - oo

" Hopefully, this action on the part of the church will bring the
sinning. child . of God to :awaken to his lost' condition and also
prevent others from following in his steps. It should never be - .the
aim of any to hurt. ‘““... count him not asan enemy, but
admomsh h1m asa brother ” (II Thess. 3: 15)

ML DU K v . : - o

THE TRUTH SHALL MAKE YOU FREE

GO L

AP b Joe Davnd Neely

. Probably no other Bible truth is so sadly abused as the state-
ment “Ye shall know' the truth and the truth; shall ‘make you free.”
(J ohn 8:32). Itis made to seem an endorsement of the idea -that
salvation .comes from the mere knowledge of scientific..truth’ a‘nd
that, scxenusts are safe guides in spiritual matters. - Y

Of course, knowledge of the truth glves one freedom in the
ﬁeld of that: .truth, but. only ;in that field,. The man who, is an
authonty on electr1c1ty is.‘not neccssanly an authority ;on . agri-
culture or morals or spiritual matters.

The context shows that the truth Jesus was here speaking of
was the truth of spiritual affairg; that is, Himself; who was the true
mamfestanon of God. . It was because they .would not: accept him
for what he. claimed to. be. and demonstrated himself tobe—the
reyelation of God —that they were - enslaved in sin. - He was .so
severe iwmh them on this matter preclsely because of their refusal
to accept him not be,cause of lack of ewdence, but because of their
unwﬂlmgness to be sincere ‘and accept the evidence. - This "was
under: thc sway -of Satan, the father of all msmcerltry and Ties. .

But the'y would on]y plle up ev1dence agamst themse]ves, fon
thmr stubbornness would finally lead them to' put Jesus to. death.
This would éventually bring-about not only the demonstration of
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God’s grace but also His power in the resurrection.: “When ye
have lifted up the Son of Man,” Jesus sa1d “then ye shall ‘know:”

Only as men yxeld to the truth in any ﬁeld do they.get freedom
from the truth but freedom in that field.. - Only as men yield to
the truth in Jesus Christ can they have freedom in the spiritual
realm. It is never freedom. from the truth, but freedom in the
truth, It is not license, but power to use the truth to accomplish

great things. -

Freedom from the shackles of sin .comes:- when men hear the
truth (Matt, 17 : 5), ;believe. it -with all their hearts (Heb, 112 6),
repent of all sins (Acts 17 : 30-31), confess faith in Jesus Christ as,
the Son.of God (Rom: 10 : 10), and submit to baptism. in water
for the remission of sins (Acts.2 : 38; 22 : 16). Freedom does. not.
come the very-instant one. believes, but when one’s belief . leads .to.
obedience.. A, believer has the right to become; a child of God;
(John: 1 : 12), but, must ;gxercise . the -right m order to actually
become one (Jas. 2 : 14-26). . The faith that saves and frees from;
sin is the faith- that “‘works through love” (Gal, 5 : 6) »

J esus Chrlst js the-‘“Author. of etemal sa,'lvatlon to all them that?
obey him” (Heb. 5: 8, 9). Frlend let the truth ﬁ;ee you from
sin, Obey the Lord and enjoy freedom that is freedom indeed.

Forgwmg One Another

Basil Overton '

.

Remember the Blble teaches many thmgsv regardmg our:
relattonshlp to:one another, and all it teaches is mlghty lmportan.t
One is préaching dn important phase of the gospel When he
preaches what the Lord has revealed about our responmbxlltles to
one another o ’

g oL PR r P
A o S —l,z»‘

2 et all bltterness and wrath, and anger “and’ clamor and'
rallmg, be put away from, you, w1th all malice : and, be ye kmd
one to anather, tenderhearted forglvmg one: another, even as. God
also in Christ forgave you.” (Eph, 4:3 31-32).. o
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In.teaching God’s children to forgive "one ‘another, the Holy
Spirit in the foregoing passage presented the highest example of
forgiveness when he commanded them to forgive each other “‘even
ds God also in Christ forgave you.” Jesus taught: For if ye
fprgiv'e' men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive
you. ''But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your
F_a't",her fotgive your trespasses.” (Matt. 6 14-15).

“And when they came unto the place which is called the Skuil,
there they crucified him, and the malefactors, oneon the right
hand and the ‘other'on the left. 'And Jesus said, Father, “forgive
them; for they know not what théy'do. ~And parting his garments
among them, they cast lots.” (Like 23 : 33-34).. “Said” in.this
text is from a Greek verb that is in the imperfect tense; which is the
tense of continuing action in the past.  The verse literallymeans.
thht *Tesus kept on saying, Father, forgive them; for they  know
not what they do.” This may mean that each time an insult or
abuse was hurled at him, he said : ~ “Father, forgive them; 'for
they know ot what they do.” Jesus wanted even Caesar’s soldiers
to be forgiven; he wanted the Jews to be forgiven who instigated
his: crucifixion. On the Pentecost following his crugifixion, the
Holy. Spirit announced God’s conditions of forgivéness for those
who crucified his Son. (Alts 2 : 36-38). S O

Jesus the innocent one was buffeted, beaten and: betrayed; he
was tried, denied, and crucified, and yet his first words on the cross
were a prayer to-his Father that his offenders be forgiven! His
first words on theé cross were not a complaint registered against his
persecutors; they were not a plea of his own pure and perfect
innocence; they were not a cry for vengeance, but they were a
prayer for the forgiveness of those who so brutaully abused him. It
is reported that a Zulu chief beat his wife for accepting Jesus. He
left het, thinking she was dead.” When he returned and found her
alive:and asking Jesus for -help, he asked. her-what Jesus could
possibly do for her. She replied;: “He can help me forgive you.”

A child of God may be unstained by immoral sensual practices;
he may be regular in worship service; he may be held in high
esteem by men, and yet he may have an ynforgiving heart! Perhaps
qne’s heart.is never heavier than when it is an unforgiving heart.
Someorie has said :* “Forgiveness is the odor of the fose you crush
beneath your clumsy - feet.””: Remember, God commands us ‘to
forgive each other as hé has forgiven us in Christ. . :



YOUR ATTENTION PLEASE !

Radio Sri Lanka Broadcasts

ENGLISH—The Voice of Truth—Speakess : Reggie Gnana-
sundaram and J.C. Choate.
All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of Truth,
o Post Box 3815, New Delhi 110049.
Sundays—10 : 15 to 10 : 30 P.M.
Tuesdays—9-: 30 to 9 : 45 A.M.
HINDI—Satya Susamachar—Speaker : Sunny David.
All correspondence should be sent to Satya-Susamachar, Poss
Box 3815, New Delhi 110049,
Tuesdays—9: 00to 9 : {5 P.M.
Thursdays—9 : 00 to 9 : 15 P.M.
Fridays—9 : 00 to 9: 15 P.M.
Saturdays—9 : 45 to 10 : 00 P.M.

TELUGU—The Voice of Truth—Speaker : Joshua Gootam
All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of Truth -
Post Box 80, Kakinada 533001,

Sundays —2 : 30 to 2:45 P.M.

"~ Mondays—2:30to 2:45P.M
Tuesdays—2:30 to 2 ;: 45 P.M.
Wednesdays—2 : 30 to 2 : 45 P.M.
Thursdays—2 : 30 to 2 : 45 P.M.
Fridays—2 : 30 to 2 : 45 P.M.

TAMIL—The Way of Truth—Speaker 1 P. R. Swamy.

All correspondence should be sent to The Way of Truth,

Post Box 3301, Bangalore 560033,

Tuesdays—5 : 30 to 5 ;: 45 P.M.

Thursdays—6 : 45 to 71 00 P.M.

Fridays—6 : 45 to 7 : 00 P.M. _
MALAYALAM—The Voice of Truth—Speaker :John Chandy.

All Correspondence should be sent to Church of Christ

Thevally, Quilon—] Kerala.

Tuesdays—3 : 45 to 4:00 P.M, ]

Fridays— 3: 45 to 4:00P.M.

ALL ARE ENCPURAGED TO LISTEN

Bible Correspondencé Courses and Christicn Literature
are available in these different languages from the addresses
listed. Also, the radio sermons are available in book form.
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THE MOST WANTED MEN?

The man who puts God’s business above any other business.
The man who brings his children to services of the church
instead of sending them.

The man who thinks more of his Bible class than his Sunday
morning sleep.

The man who is willing to be the right kind of example to
everyone he meets.

. The man who measures his givings by how he is prospered

rather than what he has in his pocket.

6. The man who goes for Christ’s sake rather than himself or
anyone else.
- 7, The man who has passion to help rather than to be helped.
8. The man who has a willing mind rather than a brilliant one.
9. The man who is willing and concerned about winning souls for
Christ than winning worldly honour.
10. The man who is willing to live the rest of his life doing what
God has said he must do to have a home in heaven.
- .
538 3
28w - e
> @
TZ e
25 o
88
o s
@
-]
o
3
1




