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It is God’s will that man and woman should satisfy their
sexual urges within the framework of marriage. There is nothing
wrong ‘with sex; nothing 1mmoral about it, nothmg dirty about it—
rather it is good and'right and ‘beautiful ana ordamed ‘of God ‘him-
self ‘bt ‘only -on- His terms. Gomg to’ the scrrptures 'we read
concerning Jesus, “The Pharisees” also’' catae ‘unto him, - temptmg
him, and saying unto him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his
wife for evéry cause? -And ke dnswered and said unto them, Have
ye not réad, that he which tade them at the beguinmg midte them
male and female, ‘And sa1d For this cause shali'a man leave father
and- mother ‘and' shall cleave to h1s wrfe ‘and they twam shall be
oné 'flesh 7' Wherefore they are 'no more twain, but one flesh.
What' thereforé God hath joined togethér; let not 'man put asunder.
They sayunto him, Why did Moses then command to give a
writing’ of divorceriient, and to put heraway ? ‘He saitu urto
thein Moses because of the hatdness of your hearts suffered” you
to put-away your ‘wives : but’from the beginning it was not so.
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And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his w:fe, except
it be for fornication, and shall marry another, comm1tteth adult-
ery : andwhoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit

adultery.” (Matthew 19 : 3-9). From these verses we learn the
following facts :

R HE
1. Those who came to Jesus were not really interested in the
_.truth onthese matters but were merely trying to tempt him to

- .say -something that they could use by which, they Jcould
- condemn him,

2. Jesus remmds them that there was a time back under the law
when because  of- the hardness of their hearts that Moses had
tolerated the practice of them putting away their wives but he
hastens to say that from the begmnmg it “was not God’s will
that they do so.

3. In the beginning God made them male and female and it was
his decree that a man should leave his f;ather and mother
and cleave to his wife and that they should be one flesh.

4. God further decreed that what he had Jomed together that no
‘man; should. put asunder. - .

5. Jesus thus Wamed that should on,e put away hxs wafe and

;- rmarry another, except it be for fornication, then he would be

. committing the sin, of adultery and also the one that. married
her would be llkerse gullty of. adultety :
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So from the foregomg we. conclude that singe, God madq man
and woman the he made them with §exual urges - and «drives, ., He
likewise knew that those would need fo be satlsﬁed anq to. take
care of thls he ordalned that man and woman should . futﬁl these _
desues in marnage He stlpulated that there sho_uld be but one
man and one woman involved in marriage and that it shquld be
for life, or unt11 one or the other had died. At the death of the
hl}sband or. w1fe then the living party would be. free to., marry
again, provided they married someone that ‘was, free to marry, that

is, spmeone that was not already . marned to. another, . Again, he
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has. provided that if one was married and his wife was unfaithful
to him through the sin of fornication; then-he could put . her - away
and marry again, provided he married someone,that was free to
mairy. The same would be true if it was the -other : way .around,
that is, if the husband was unfaithful then his.wife would be free to
marry again under the same conditions. On the other hand;. the
guilty party could not marry again without committing the sin of
adultery. . , o :
All of thls is to say that, God has arranged for man s sexual
needs and as long-as man and woman. W1ll ablde by his w1shes then
they can satlsfy all of their needs, remain happy in so do,lng, and at
the same time abide by God’s law on marriage. .

Sad to: say, however, but in today s model;n World more and
more men andwomen, and especially young people, are. refusmg
to abide- by God’s law on marriage. . There. are, divorces., and
remarriages, men and women living with each othel: outsxde of
marriage, and-all kinds of sexual immorality gomg on, In‘ m €
recent years there has been a worldwide phenomenon gomg on
inagsmuch as there has been an open - rebelhon against the moral
code - that seems to :have governed socxety in general Of course
there. has always been a certain percentage  who. reJected the laws
of moral ,purity, but with the coming of this: new l:ebe1lxon then it
seems that it has affected people everywhere to one extent o,r the
other. People have become obsessed Wlth sex. Censorshxp‘ has
been relaxed with respect to moyies, magazines,. and books
Abortlon has become a common thmg It has become rather
Formcatlon and adultery are not frowned on hkg they wpre at one
time. And 50 it goes on in today’s modern world. 1w .. s

-But. how -does God Jlook on all of this? He looks on it as he
has always Tlooked ;on it. He still mamtams that . all sexual
activity should. be lumted to marnage that there is to be but one
;manand one woman in marriage, and it is, until death.. What
about those who .are unwﬂlmg to ‘abide by God’s w111 on these
‘matters as they go on with thelr sexual act1v1t1es outs1de of

marriage and they divorge. a.nd remarry for every cause Then
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they are immoral ‘and they ‘are living in sin. ' The :world . may
accept them, even some religious' people: may approve of this,
but still they-aré in“sin because they are guilty of fornication,
adultery, and “whatever other acts -they.may be engaging in that
are contrary to God’s law (1 Corlnthlans 6 :9, 10 Galatians
5: 19-21) : o

Not only is that true, but nature itself has a way of dealing
with those who disobey God’s will. For instance, one may drink
and in so"doing then he may ‘becomé a drunkard, damage his'mind,
get kﬂled while drunk, or'any number of othier things may’ happen
t6 “him because of his sin. One may take' drugs and likewise end
up a victim of such. ' What about smoking and the cancer ‘that “it
causes a_nd numerous other ailements that results from it ? Also,
we could' g0 on and on to show that when-one goes against God’s
wrshes, and opposes likewise the law of nature, ‘then he must be
prepared ‘to’ suffer the consequences.’ Thé same is' true with
sexual immorality. Not ‘only does one have the wrath of God
upon him when he becomes immoral; not only does he have to
suffer all kinds of emotional problems and heartbreaks through
promiscuous conduct; not only do others have to - suffer, including
little children, when he engages in such activitiés; but--also he -and
those who participate in sexual misbehaviour with him will have to
face the poss1b111ty of contacting venereal dlseases like gonorrhea and
syphilis. " Perhaps this is why Paul said, “‘Flee fornication.-' Every
sin that a man doeth is without the body; biit he that committeth
fornication sinneth against-his own body. What ? know ye ot
that your ‘body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is- in yon
which ye have of God, and ye are not your own ? For ye are
bought With 4 price : therefore glorify God'in your body, .and 'in
your spirit, which are God’s.”” (1 -Corinthians 6 : 18-20). ".

Tt is true that with modern day condoms, penecillian, etc., even
these people may go free in some cases and not have to pay for
their sinful activity. In spité of all that, still many do contact
these dlseases "And once one has become afflicted” thh a véneréal
dlSCaSC then it 1 may bé passed on to babies when théy are ‘born'toa
v1ct1m as well as to other sexual contacts. Many of ‘these’ people
may be 1gnorant of these diseases, or may be ignorant of the cures
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that are available for them, and in the end they may lose their
minds, or. die terrible deaths as a result of their sin, . .
Please notice here that those who have a God ordained
marriage, and who remain morally pure, are never faced, with these
diseases. That means that it. ;pays to live a, good moral life. But
who is 1t that is faced w1th venereal dlsease ? . Those who are
nnmoral That- also. means that one must pay the penalty for his
sexual mlsbehavxour ‘But suppose one is able to -escape, the
consequences of. hlS sexual sins, that JS he manages to get by
w1thout contactmg one of these d1seases In _that case he Jmay
have to suffer the consequences in some other .way. . Regardless of
what happens, there is one thing for surey and that is, when one
breaks God’s law then sooner or later- he will have to suffer. for it.
The Bible says that . formcators adulterers, and immoral people
in general Wlll gventually be cast . into the lake of ﬁre. (Reve-
1at10n 21 8) The. scrlptures also say. that whatsoever a man
soweth that shall he also, reap (Galatians 6 7, 8), and that thc
wages of sin is death. (Romans 6 ; :23). The Apostle Paul adds
this reminder, “But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong
which. he hath. done : and there is no respect - -of _persons.”
(Coloss1ans 3:25)., You don’t have to believe that, but eventually
you will face it in reallty. You would be far .better off if you
respected God s, wishes -in marrnage and. in. regard to.all. other
matters. . , e v .

\associate .,
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v"— How l);o I"Khow I AmSaved 7

Recently ina B1b1e class some one put thls question. I believe
this is @ veryimportant question for all of us. - How do I know I
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ani 'saved? or, What is the assurancé of my salvation? How do
you know you are "saved, that is; if you believe or claim to be
saved"

There are plenty of people who would exp]am this by saymg
that one’s feellng is the ‘evidence or the proof of his salvation. In

other words, they believe, when a person ‘accepts Jesus as his

personal saviour - then this brings good feelings into one’s heart,
because he feels that he had been forgiven. But the questlon is,
how ‘can one know if his fe:lings are right or wrong? Feehngs
come as result of one’s education or knowledge Someé one may
feel ‘happy -upon- hearing’ a certain news. But if he did ‘not learn
the tfuth or'was misinformed then his feelings would - be wrong,
and his happy-feelmg would ‘not change the truth, like in the case
of the rich fool. (Luke’ 12:15-21)." ‘There is'no place in the Bible
where- we are taught - by a command or an example that one is
saved by his feelings. In fact, the Bible teaches very oppos1t to
this v1éw (Matthew 7:21- 27! The emphasxs of the scrlpture is
not on feelmgs but rather on domg o

But ‘then there are some who emphasize upon having an expen-
enice of a'new birth. ~ Thus, a person who liave had- experlenced
a pew birth is ‘saved, -they believe. This experince of new birth
also inélude it the mental acceptance of Christ as oné’s personal
saviour, as we have already seen, which results in good feeling, but
the real experience is brought about by an extraordinary event,
such as a dream or a vision, which later becomes a testimony - of
this “born again” person. For instance, here is an example: a
young man, who also claimed to be a preacher, while visiting with
me said, “I went to attend the meeting where ‘the pteacher was
telling how Jesus died for our sins...he exhorted people-to accept
Christ as their personal saviour, and said that those who would
want to be saved should raise their hands so that he would pray
for them...I acccpted Christ and. raised my hand, and after the
prayer the meeting was over...that night I could not sleep. My
sins began to come before me one by one, as though I was seeing a
movie...and then I saw Christ on the cross...and I began to cry..
the following morning I felt so good and happy.” Many, other
such. examples can also be given. : But all such “‘experiences” are
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based :on:one’s own thinking and imaginations. "Stories like . these.
sound. .godd; and men like to hear them; but these:have. nothmg o
do. w1th the real new: bu‘th the Bible talk about. .- S3Eiu A

G ,,3‘, P

In the New Testament of Chrrst we do read about the impor-
tance and necessity of being born again, but the word ‘experience’

is a human addition to the Lord’s command. Christ said in John
3:3,5 “Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of )
God...Except a man be born of water'and of the Spirit, he cannot
enter the kingdom of God.” He didn’t say one must have an
experience of new birth, siich as’ ‘coming through a dream or a
vision, etc., but rather he said that one must be born of water and
of the Spmt . Which means, .one must be baptized in water. (going
down mto water and commg up out of 1t) as the Spmt directs
through God’s word. (1 Cormthlans 12 13; Acts 8: 36 Mark,
16:16).

' [EI

ic. The fact, however, is that.God’s word is very plain in telling us
how we. can surely know we are saved.. Just.as we know that,
Chmst died on the cross-for our sins, or he will come again - to,
judge. the world, by. reading scriptures such as 1 Peter,2:24; Acts
17:31, etc., and we believe, the Bible is - the word of God The
sameg ‘Bible: also tells us that Christ after his death on the Cross
became the. author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey “him,
(Hebrews 5:8,9). This definitely mdrcates that  there are certain-
specific commands of Christ which must be obeyed to. be saved ,
and as 3 result.of one’s obedience to; his. commands. one can be,
saved, It js just that sunple. So, what are those commands" Jesus.
sard one should believe in him and be baptlzed to be sayed (Mark,
16: 16)‘, ],’eter one of the apostles of Christ, in Acts 2:38 com-
manded the believers to repent and be baptlzed fon the forglveness
of their sins. (Luke 13:3,5). Now, when they obeyed these com-
mands weren’t they saved? Yes, certainly they:were.; Because
Chnst ,had promlsed to. save those who would beheve in hun and,
would be baptlzed They dldn t have to feeL or expenence some-
thmg extraordmary, but the assurance of their salvatron was _the
promise of Christ. And the same is true today ‘When we beheve
in Chrlst .and repent of our sins, and are baptlzed for the forglve-
ness of our sms as the sav1our requrre, then we . know surely we



8

are saved. - And the inspired writer of the New Testament says,
«“And:the Lord-added to the church daily such as should be saved.”
(Acts 2:47). But to remain saved and- thus to receive the.icrown
of life at His coming we must be falthful to Him always. (Revelatlon
(2 10):. S ‘

. Satan

Wiyﬁéjéfacksq}i’ R

THE ORIGIN OF SATAN—Though the Blble gwes no
detalled account of the , origin of Satan suﬂiclent suggestlons are
fouiid to draw some reasonable conclusions. The devil did no%'
exist eternally, hence did have an origin, as the following indicates.

' Pirst,“it is certainly clear that Sdtan ‘is not of the natuié of
déity. Deity is all powerful (Gen. 17:1); Deity cannot be restrained
(Job. 42:2). On the contrary, however, the devil is clearly -fio
omnipotent as evidenced by the following: (a) His power to aﬁilct
was limited'(Job. 1: 12; 2:6); (b) When rebuked by -the meSsenger
of ‘Jehovah, he had to remain sﬂent (Zech 3:2); (c) His authority
over world kmgdoms was “delievered” ‘to him ‘ (Lk. 4:6); (d) ‘He
had to ask for the ‘apostles (Lk. 22:31); (e) He can “’snatc * 1o
one from the Lord’s hand (Jn. 10:28); (f) When resisted; he flees
(Jas. 4:7); and (g) When cast into hell he will be powerlgss to-rebist
(Rev. 20: 10). ‘Morever, Scripture plainly affirms that He that is‘in‘
us (i.e., God) is greater than he (i.e., Satan) that is 1n the’ wot“ld
(I Jn. 4:4)" So, to sum up: Delty is all powerful But Sa‘tan is
ﬂot; Thus he is not of the deity class - _ ,_t"
, Secondly, all things, and beings that are not of the denty class
are the result of ‘creation—**...for in him wére all thmgs created, in
the heavens and upon the earth, things visible and thmgs nvisible,
wﬁether thrones or dominions or principalities or pOWers” (Col
1: 16) This would include Satan as he originally was. ‘It mlght
be’ mentloned also ‘at this point that all created thmgs had their
ongm at'some time during the creation week of Genesis 1. This



Moses. states .in Exodus 20:11. “‘...For in six days Jehovah made
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is...” This included
the great host of angels. Incidentally, the angels “must have been
created at the very beginning of the first day of creation, for Job
38:6, 7. tells of their singing and of their shout of joy at the crea-
tion of the earth” (John C. Whitcomb, Jr., The Early Earth, p. 43).

THE FALL OF SATAN——All thmgs, as they were originally
created, were good. ‘““And God saw everythmg that he had made,
and, behold, it was very good” (Gen: 1:31). By the application
of the term ‘good’ to everything that God made, and the repetition
of the word with the emphasis ‘very” at the close of the whole crea-
tion, the- existence of anything: evil in ‘the creation of God is
absolutely denied, and the hypothesis entirely refuted, that the six
days’ work merely subdued:and:fettered an ungodly, evil principle,
which - had: -already . forced its way into. it” (C.F. Keil The
Pentateuch; I, p. 67). This means that'the being known as Satan
was not created as Satan (i.e., as an adversary) .:He was created
good but he became bad.; S

. If bat,a,n was created good -but is, now: ev1l it'is obv1ous that he
fell ‘The Bible seems to indicate that the devil was the very:: first
smner John wrote: “...the. devil sinneth from ithe beginning...””"
(I Jn. 3:8). W.E. Vme says:.-“Fhere, is. stress upon- the: phrase
‘from the beginning.” Sin began when Satan first sinned” (The
Epistles, of John, P:. 56).-. See also Guy N: Woods commentary on
this passage . . ;

There are several indications in the Bible that a rebellion
occured in heaven-at some remote period of antiquity. In the book
of Job Eliphaz isays of God: “He ‘puts no'trust even' in his
servants;: And against: his angels he:charges érror’” (4:18). Barnes
notes: “Language like this would hardly. be émployed unless there
was a belief that even the holiness of the angels was not incorrup-
tible, and that there had been some revolt there among a part,
which rendered it possible that others might revolt also...” (Com-
mentary on Job, p. Lxiii).: Two passages-in' the'NT speak of such
a rebellion. - “...God:spared not angels when they sinned, but cast.
them down to-hell, and -committed:them to pits of darkness, to- be
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reserved unto judgment™ (II Pet. 2:4). “And angels that kept not
their own principality, but left their proper habitation, he hath Kept
in everlasting bonds under darkness unto the judgment of the great
day” (Jude 6). Angels were obviously subject to some kind of
heavenly law, for they sinned and sin is transgression of law (I Jn.
3:4). All evidence points to Satan as the instigator and leader in
this revolt. Also, let it be noted that not all of these rebellious
spirits were confined in a place of punishment (cf. Eph. 2:2, 6:12).

In I Timothy 3:6 Paul prohibits a novice being appointed an
elder “lest being puffed up he fall into the condemnation of the
devil.” There is some discussion among scholars as to how the
genitive fou diabolou (of the devil) should be taken. Some see it
as subjective in the sense of “‘the devil’s' trap of condemnation’
into which the novice falls. . The expression “‘snare of the devil” in-
verse 7- is relied upon as support for this view..- More likely,
however, the words “of the devil’’ ought to be taken as an ob jective
genitive, suggesting the sense; “Lest- he be involved in the con-
demnation which the devil incurred,” or the “judgment pronounced
on the devil...”” (Expositor’s Greek Testament, IV, p. 114). Alford,
Wiesinger  (in ‘Olshausen), and: others strongly argue that krima
(judgment, condemnation) in verse 6 ¢an only be used of a judg-
ment into which the devil came. "If this be correct, we have here a4
specific allusion to Satan’s original fall. - ' '

Perhaps a word should be said about-certaiin- passag’és which are
thought to shed light on Satan’s fall, but which, upon closer
examination, are hardly conclusive in that regard.

.. (1) Isaiah 14:12..contains a reference to *Lucifer” (KJV), an
epithet of the king of Babylon (vs. 4). Jerome and others of the
church “fathers” took this.. to be a reference to Satan and such a
notion is popular:today, but there is no evidence of an allusion to
the devil in this passage. . oo

(2) Some have asserted -that Ezekiel’s “lamentation over the
king-of . Tyre” (28:11-19) is a picture of Satan and his fall in Eden. -
But- as Ellison:notes:: “Those who implicitly hold this view have -
generally. littleidea of how: unknown it is in-wider ‘Christian ¢ircles,
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or of how little basis there is for it in fact’’ (Ezekiel: The Mart And
His Message, p. 108).

(3) When the seventy disciples returned from' a preaching toun
they declared: ‘“Lord, even the demons are subject unto us in thy
name,” to which He replied: “I beheld Satan fallen as lightning
from heaven’ (Lk. 10:17, 18).. Though some see this a reference,
to the devil’s initial apostasy, Plummer says: “The aorist [tense-of
the verb “fallen”] indicates-the coincidence between the success of
the Seventy and Christ’s vision of-Satan’s overthrow...; it refers.to
the success of the disciples regarded as a symbol and earnest of'the

[}

complete overthrow of Satan” (ICC on Luke, p. 278). woheis

(4) In Revelation 12:7-9 John sees a vision of war in heaven
between Michael and his angels and the devil and his angels; the
result being that Satan was cast down to earth. In harmony with
the nature of the book and its general context, this isa symbolic
description of the battle between the church of Jesus Chnst and the
forces of Satan. That it does not refer to a fall back’ iear the
beginning of time is clear from the fact that Satan was*‘cast’
down,” or overcome, ‘“because of the blood of the Lamb”™(12:10,
11). It is not impossible, though, that an ancient conflict might
have formed the basis of the i imagery here employed even though
the reference is not specxﬁcally to such an event :

SATAN’S MISSION—The devil’s mission, very smply stated
is to destroy the human race in hell. Tt is little wonder he has
been denominated by inspiration ‘as the “Destroyer” (Ret.'9: 11)
He attempted ruin of humanity by the temptation of Christ - (Mt.
4:1-11), and the seduction of His holy apostles (Lk. 22:31).
Though that plan failed (with the exception of Judas—IJn. 17 12)
he now nevertheless-‘“‘as a roaring lion, walketh about, seekmg
whom he may devour” (I Pet. 5:8).

But how does thlS Enemy work today? Thou Satan was per-
mitted to operate supernaturally in former ages of history (as in
the case of demon possessions of the, 1st century—Mt. 12:22- 29; cf.
Ex. 7:11, 22; II Thes. 2:9), which was apparently for the purpose
of enabling the Lord and His disciples to demonstrate the superia-
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rity of divine power over Satanic power, he cannot operate in a:
miraculous fashion today. If the devil could miraculously domi-
nate men today, there would be, as Rubel Shelly has observed, ‘‘a
manifest . ‘imbalance’ of spiritual power among men with the scales
tipped to Satan’s advantage”. (Qccultism, p. 7). Professor L.:M.
Sweet affitms that there is no evidence ‘that Satan is able to any.
extent to introduce disorder into the physical_'universe -or directly
operate ‘in the lives of men. On the contrary,” he continues, “it
is perfectly evident that Satan’s. power -consists - principally in. his
ability to deceive. It is interesting and characteristics that according
to the Bible Satan is fundamentally a liar .and his kmgdom is.a
kingdom founded upon lies. and deceit”. (International. Standard.
Bible Encyclopedta IV, p. 2694).

The New Testament aﬂ‘ords ewdence aplenty for thls. For_ in-
stance, the Deceiver: (1) Delights in blinding the minds of the un-
believing that the light of the gospel ¢ should not dawn upon them (II
Cor. 4:4). (2) To accomplish this he does not, hesitate to transform
himself into an angel of light, along w1th hlS mmlsters who pre-
tend to be ministers of rlghteousness (II Cot 11 14, 15). (3) When
people are inclined not to believe. the truth, the devﬂ takes the gospel
from their hearts (Lk. 8 12). (4) Hei is full of tnckery 'He has his
snares (I Tim. 3:7), and employs his w1l§s —*“a deliberate plan-
ning or system” (Eph 4: 14; 6 11; M. R Vmcent Word Studies in
the New Testament, p. 859). (5) Those converted from the | power of
Satan unto God are thus turned from datkness to light (Acts
- 26: 18), (6) Accordingly,. Christians must constantly be on guard
“that no advantage may be gamed oYer us by Satan for we are
not ignorant of his devices” (II Cor 2 11)

Though we must never under estlmate the power of Satan, 1t is

(Mt. 4:4, 7, 10)—we can become “more than conquerors thtough
him that loved us” (Rom. 8:37). -Jehovah can grant us victories
over the Destroyer and his kingdom (Rom. 16:10; T J n. 5 4) and
by His might, we take courage and press on!

SATAN’S DESTINY——The Lord Jesus Chnst wﬂl be com-
pletely victorious-over Satan. He was manifested “that he might
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| destroy the works:of the devil” (I Jn. 3:8). The eternal punish-
ment of hell ¢‘is prepared.for the devil.and his angels” (Mt. 25:41).
And into-that horrible ‘place: he will'be cast and be “‘tormented day
and night.-for- ever:iand. ever’” (Rev. 20:10).. The promise- of
Genesiss 3:15 will. 'then be.totally fulfilled~**...he [the woman’s
seed, i.€., Christ] shall bruise thy {the sm-pent’s] headu —-whaﬂ

. Lo o

gteat rejommg will:then ‘occur!

‘!l;" EIREAES ot ST et

He T hat Loveth Me -
T 1 PRTRI Joe Sponaugle . ;:;
' e S B TS O
-1 Jesus said, “He that hath' my commandments and keepeth them,
he it" is that loveth-me:and he that loveth me shall be loved of my.
Father:-and I.'will:love” him -and will mahifest myself unto him.
Judas (not Iscatidt) saith unto him, Lord; what is come to pass
that thou: 'will-‘manifest ' thyself unto us-and not unto the world?
Jesus: answered and:said untoé him, If a man love me, he will keep
my-word -and my Father will love him and we will come unto ‘him
and make our abdde w1th h1m » Jolin 14:21-23..
¢ i IR NI
é 'There are‘many who prétend to- love Christ, both in the church
and :out. But Christ is never fooled by our pretense. He knows
us inside out and outside in, upside down and down side up. For
David said, “O Jehovah, thou hast searched me and known me.
Thou knowest my'down: sitting and mine uprising; thou- under-
standest-my thought- afar off. - :Thou séarchest out my path and my:
lying down ‘and art adquainted ‘with-all'my ways. For there is-not
a: wbrd n my- -tongtie ‘but, Lo, O Jehovah, thou knowest it alto-
gether. ' Thou hast beset'tne-behind and before and laid thy hand:
upon me.” Ps. 139:1:6: Yes,-we may fool. ourselves and others but
we-can never fool the Lord fm: one mmnte.

Do you: really love'Chnst? If 805 how great is that love" Is
theré a' way -to measure our love: for Christ? Jesus saith to Simon.
Peter; “‘Simon, 'son -of John; lovest thau me more than these? He
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saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He
saith unto him; Feed my lambs. He saith to him again a second
time, -Simon, son of John, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea,
Lord: thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Tend my
sheep.. He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of John,
lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the
third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou
knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto
him, Feed my sheep.” John 21:15-17. Three times Jesus asked
Peter if he loved him. Peter had denied Christ three times.

If Jesus were to ask us the question, lovest thou me? how would
we reply? Jesus said the one who loves him keeps his command-
ments. Are you Reeping his commandments? Have you obeyed
the gospel of Christ, which is the power of God unto salvation,
Rom. 1:16? Without obedience to Christ and his gospel there is
no salvation. II Thes, 1:7-9. If we have had enough faith and love
to obey the gospel of Christ are we still obeying him? Jesus said
the first and greatest commandment is to love God. Matt. 22:36-39.
We must continue to have faith in Christ and love for Christ.
When - Jesus wrote to the church in Ephesus he said, “I have this
against thee, that thou didst leave thy first love. Remember there-
fore whence thou art fallen-and repent and do the first works.” Rev.
2:4-5. These saints had left their first love. Many today have left
their first love and they no longer care about Christ and doing his
will.- . They . have backslidden. Love must be cultlvated if it
continues to. grow.

Jesus said that obedience to him is a test of our love. Itis
impossible to love Christ without obeying Christ. For Jesus said,
if:'ye love me ye will keep my commandments. John 14:15. Love
for Christ will motivate us to teach the lost the gospel of Christ.
Love for Christ will motivate us to care for the fatherless and
widows in their affliction. Love for Christ will motivate us to be
in Bible classes on Sunday morning and Wednesday evening. Love
will motivate us to be faithful in our worship of the Father. Jesus
said, “Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there
am I in the midst of them.” Matt. 18:20. Our absence from Bible
class and worship, when we ¢ould be there, is proof that we do: not
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love the Lord. If we do not:love him enough to bé with him >here
we surely would not want to-be with him forever in eternity, would

Our love for Christ will motivate us to keep his command-
ments in our relationship to our husband, wife, children, neigh-
bours, brethren, enemies, government and etc. Our failure to keep
his commandments is either due to ignorance, which is no excuse,
Acts 17:30, or to weakness, or to a lack of love for him. When we
fail to love we will also fail to keep his commandments, for Jesus
said, on these two commandments hangeth the whole law and the
prophets, Matt. 22:40.. I P TP i

God and Christ do not-make their-abode with ‘those who do
not love them and keep their commandments. As Isaiah said;-“But
your iniquities have separated between you;and your-God and your
sins have hid his face from you;:so that he will net; hear.”; Isa. 59:2;
Thus it is not hard to tell who God and Christ dwell in and who
they do not dwell in. Confessing. Christ or saying, Lord, Lord, does
not mean that Christ is in such a one, whether they are in the church
or not. Some who have been immersed. have only gotten-wet; they
have not been converted.and they-do-not love the Lord... For as
Jesus said, by their fruits ye shall know Lhem Matt..7.16. .

Those who do not brmg forth the fru:ts of thp Spmt Gal 5
22-24, do not have the Spirit in them and they are not walking by
the Spirit. And if any man hath not the Spmt of Chnst,, he is
none of his. Rom. 8:9. .

Brethren who murmur and complam about domg the work of
the Lord or spendlng the’ Lord’s money to do the Lord’s work do
not love the Lord. Those who are immersed mto Chnst have
surrendered their lives and’ money to the Lord.’ Thus ‘what is
their’s is his. And into his service do they gladly give it. As Jesus
said, freely ye received, freely give, Matt. 10:.8 Every good glft
and every perfect gift is from above, commg down from the Father
of lights. James 1:17.

Do you love the Lord? Does God, Clirist and’ the “Holy V‘Spi'rit
abide in you? -If so, you will manifést’the teachihgs of Christ in
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your life and attitude. You will be the light of the world and the
salt.of the earth. - Your life will be rich, as God:works. in you and
through you. The love of God will be manifested in your relation-
shlp to God and others.

GlVlng Comfort to the Enemy

Johnny RamSey
BT Lol ' f CEE e L L sy g

Some of the most revealing Bible verses tell ‘of miscondict: on
the part of God’s children. David caused the heathen to blaspheme
(2 Samy 12). Hypocritical Jewish leadets had the same effect upon

_thé Gentiles of the first century (Rom.™2). But, thé passage that
powerfully spotlights this situation is Lam. 2: 16, where pagan
power laugh at the dexmse of Jerusalem crymg '

“I‘HIS IS TI{E DAY WE HAVE WAITED FOR‘” RAAIETE

~In our generation members of the church who become pubhcxty
1tems by their unfair business practices and immoral activities truly
bring reproach-upon the <¢ausé of-our Lord! No greater error
could possible enter our lives than anythmg that wou]d cause the
demons in' hell to re]oice' - - .

Samson compromised in Such a mariner s to injure God’s plaﬂ
Ahab and Jezebel brought a shoddy leardeship ‘to'Isrdel. - King
Saul obeyed the voice of the people, and thus dlspleased his Maker.
Jeroboam who made Israel to sin, thought hls own p]ans muck
betfer than heaven’s way (1 Kgs. 12; -28). Herod in Acts 12, w1th-
stood ‘the Scriptures, mocked the apostles and exalted hlmself but
his’ glory was short-hved' Pilate and Judas encouraged Satan ,s
evﬂ plot agamst Jesus, but. the Chnst ultlmately trmmphed for i

' ‘“IRUTH, CRUSHED T0 EARTH, SHALLR];SEEAQA;;}{;;;?

»... It is within eur power (Acts 5:3-4), to let.the Lord dominate in
our lives; or we can “give place to the devil” (Eph. 4:27). - It is an
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évérlasting shame whén' we cause people to laugh' Jesus to SCOl'n
(Mk. 5:40). “ To be very sure, otr ddversary desires to ‘snatch us
away from the Saviour (Lk. 22:31), arid“he has many devices with'
which to allure us! In Acts 13:8, Paul bluntly told Elymas that he
wis a ctiild of the dévil for opposing the Scrlptures In Luther’ ]
famous song we re told ' .

“For still' our ancient foe
Doth seek to work us woe; '
“~His craft and power is great,
- And armed ‘With cruel hate:
- Onearth is not h1s equa] »

- The subtle snare of Satan (2 Cor 11 3; 1 Tim. 3: 7), can even
cause us to be our own spiritual enemy (2'Tim. 2:25), as we do the
very things we know we should not (Rom. 7). When we come to
the end of our so Journ upon thls earth, and reflect back over the
events of our life, we will regret those moments we spent hxndermg
God’s plan for us. In 1600 John Donne spoke of “My play’s last
scene...My pllgnmage $ last, mlle >’ and each of us is heading in
that dxrectxon When we, stand before our Maker in Judgment
will we be able to say, “This is the day we have ‘waited for”? Of
will demons in hell shout W1th glee “Thls is the day we have
waited for? ' ’ o

Let us never conduct ourselves in such a way as. to glve comfort
to the enemy'

R L E R S e

WILL THERE BE ANY STARS IN MY CROWN?
* Joe Nichols * -

The above question has been \tvith us from childhood in a well

used hymn. From a study of the scriptures one concludes that the

idea of recéiving a crowiy'is very much tanght-but in regard to “the
stats i -the' ‘érown, ‘others truths taught in the scriptures must be
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incorporated into the picture to draw such a. conclusion. . From a
receiving stand-point, . however, . the crown would be enough but
enhancing it with more stars would -be much better. .

_ Paul teaches, in Phil. 4:1, “Therefore, my. brethren beloved and
longed for, my joy and crown...” that brethren were his . crown in
the sense that they gave glory or honour to his work. According
to the apostle Peter, elders, upon faithful service would receive the
crown of glory that fadeth not away. I Peter 5:4. Paulin his
closing remarks to the young evangelist, declares, “For I am already
being offered and the time of my departure is come. . I have fought
the good fight, I have finished the .course, I have kept the faith:
hence forth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give to me at that day;
(how note) and not to me only, but also to all them that have
loved his appearing.” II Tim. 4:6-8. ‘

" In James 1312, we fead, “Blessed is the man that endureth
témp,taéiop; for when he hath been approved, he shall receive the
crown of life which the Lord promised to them that love him.” The
brethren of Smyrna were told by Lord, “Be thou faithful unto death
and I will give thee the crown of life.”” Rev. 2:10. Jesus warned in
speaking to the church in Philad‘elp’hiaf,,"‘l come. quickly: hold fast
that which thou hast that no one take thy crown.” Rev. 3:11. Good
advice for each of us, '

. Thls crown of life should be our most treasured possession. It’s
waiting for each of us at the end of the road of fajthfulness. Will

there be any stars? We might say, “The crown will be enough.”
But,a few stars will be all right.

Sin Is Sin
J.V. Copeland, Jr.

The waiy some peioplé look at things iﬁdiéatés"that all do not see
the..same - side-of everything, consequently, they do not see it alike,
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Reminds me of the fou’rpeo‘p"le who described an elephant 1n tfou;
different . ways.. ‘These four were blindfolded ‘and were told to
approach the object, then describe'it. One happened to get the tajl.
He said the elephant was'like a rope, round and long. Another felt
the side of the elephant. He said it was like a wall. The third
felt the snout and said it was round, big on one end and small on
the other end.  The fourth got hold of a tusk and said it was hard,
smooth and sharp on the end. S

Each description told something about an elephant but heithe_r
fully described it. Some are inclined to think of sin similarly.
However, sin is sin, whether in my life or your tife. ‘God sees sin
the same in me or in you. David could see sin as horrible in
another. - It was not until Nathan, the prophet, brought the mess-
age to David personally, that he could see His sin was just as bad
in himself as it would be in another.

Sin is sin whethef at home, or away from home. Whether in the
United States or in Africa orin Iidia. God Sees sii the same in all
parts of the world. The prodigal evidently thought that by getting
away. from home, he could do anything, ahd it would be okay. “He"
finally camic to realize that whathé did away from home was sin,
He came to himself, repented of his sin, and was received back by
tis father. ' L L

Sin is sin, whether committed by youth or adults, old or young.
Some are inclined to think that: sin-in youth:should be overlooked
because they are young and that whei they get older they will
grow out of it. This philosophy is not in keeping with the Scrip-
tures. The Lord admonishes, “Remember also thy creator in the
days of thy youth” (Eccl. 12:1).

- Sin is sin . whether. commiitted By a'leader ofa tongtegation
{church) or by another member 'Of':"fh(? “congregation. 'Manasseh-
became ‘King of Judah at‘age 12'(2 Chron.’33:1). Yet he sinned
in following after the abominations of the nations ‘whom Jehovah

~ cast out before Israel..: “Though é"'-'kin‘g",” hough he ‘was young, fwhxalt, '

s

he did wasa sin in the sight of G6d, - o
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Diotrephes was a leader in the church, yet he was rebuked for
his unchristian conduct. (3 John 9). .No Christian, even leaders,
are to be looked down upon because they sin. . ‘But anyone whe
sins is to-be reckoned with that. he/she may be brought to
repentance, thus saved in eternity.

When anyone, young or old, leader or not, teacher or pupil; is
" reckoned with because of sin, it does not mean they. are: looked:

down upon or considered as one to be shunned by other members
of the Body of Christ.

The Holy Spmt teaches clearly. in Gal. 6:1 that when one - is
overtaken in a fault, one who is spiritual (anyone, elder, preacher,
teacher or any brother in Christ) is to go help that one and restore
hlm/her in a spirit of gentleness

I do not know, neither have I ever known a true brother in
Christ to look down on a brother whom he was trying to. help
because he (the other brother) had been overtaken-in a sin:

May everyone of us who try to help and strengthen ar fellow
Chnstran who has smned take heed first to our-own selves and be
sure our attitude is right and our purpose always is to save the one:
who has sinned and to build him up in the Lord.

BOLDNESS

 Jim Woodell ff,f o

Peter and John healed a lame man as they entered the temple -
grounds . through the gate called -Beautiful, This man walked,
leaped and pra1sed God. . His commotion drew a crowd of people
who lmmedlately recognized “who. he. was. . As the crowd'was-
gathermg Peter a;nd John: stopped on Solomon s:porch to explain
that this healing was not of their doing but was a work-of God.’
The same God who had raised Jesus from the dead had been res-
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ponsible for the healing of the lame man. Peter used the opport-
unity to tell the people that they ‘had been witnesses of the
resurrection. Acts 3:1-15.

The Sadducees, who denied any resurrection were grieved that
they taught the people and preached through Jesus the resurrec-
tion from the dead. Acts 4:2. Peter and John were arrested but
not before 5,000 men had heard the word and believed, Acts 4:4.
The next day they were called before the Sanhedrin council to give
an accounting of their activities. Peter again preached through
Jesus'the resurrection. Acts 4:7-12.

The Councﬂ took note ‘of the- boldness of Peter and John It
was apparent to'them that ‘this boldhess ‘did not corme through
educatlon but through assocxatxon ' They took knowledge of them
that they had been with .Tesus Atts 4:13. 'The Sanhednn then
conferred amoﬁg themselves as to how they could stop this “move-
ment. The consensus was that they could 'stop the spread of ﬂlls
movement among the people by stoppmg them from speakmg, Acts
4:15-17, thus’they called Peter and John forth' and commanded
them not t6 speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus, Acts 4:18.
Peter ‘and John responded by saying that their refusal to speak
would' constitiite disobedierice " to God. They farther said, “We
cannot but speak ‘theé” thmgs whlch we have seen and heard.” Acts
4; 20 ‘Being released to 8o back to ‘their . compan they reported
what fhe chref priest . and elders had sard unto them, Acts 4:23.
Immedlately they prayed. To God they prayed “And now, Lord,
behold thelr threatenings and. grant unto thy servants, that with all
boldness We may speak thy word.” Acts 4:29. The Bxble says, “And
wheni “they ‘had prayed...They spake the word of God w1th
Boldness.” Acts 4:31.

.....

place when the word is spoken Boldness may be deﬁned as. the
unembarrassed freedom of speech. They. said, “We cannot but
speak the thmgs whrch we have seen and. heard » Acts 4.20. They
knew there was salvation in no one but. Jesus, Acts - 4:12. If they
had stopped speakmg the spread of; the gospel: would have stopped
w.rth them You wouid not be a.( Chnstxan today if someone had
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not spoken to you. -Faith comes by hearmg the Word of God

Rom.-10.17. ‘There'is no other‘way. ;

“WHAT THEN SHALL THIS CHILD TURN ouT.
" TOBE?”

Tom McLemo_re . B

There is a little song that iy wife taught to our son as soon as
he was old enough to understand. It follows this idea: “Whatever
I will be when I grow up I’ ll bea Chrrstlan ﬁrst when I grow_up.”
This. remlnds us of the words that the people of John ' the
Baptlzer s community said when he was born “The story goes like
this: In Luke 1, Zacharias. Was given assurance Qf the birth ofa
child to .him and his wife. The angel Gabnel told h1m that he would
be’ silent and unable to speak until the chlld wa,s bom Durmg
the time of Ehzabeth’s pregnancy, Zachanas was. mute On the
exghth day after the child was born, hey came to crrcumctse him,
intending to name him “Zacharxas” after h1s father Ehzabeth
said, “No, his name shall be called. John.” They then made signs
to the child’s mute father as to what he desrred hlm to be called.
He asked for a tablet and wrote “His name is John » At once
Zacharias’ mouth was opened and he praised God.. The Blble
says that these events were bemg talked about in all the hill
country of Judea. They that were present and saw thesé events
kept. them in mind and were saying, “WI—TAT THEN SHALL
THIS CHILD TURN oUT TO BE?” for they knew that the hand
of the Lord was with him.

This is a question that could be asked at the birth of any child.
However the answer “could be any numbér” of things Most
lrkely, a’ general answer would be “He will turn out to be what he
is'trained and taught to be.” The question then becomes “Will he
be trained to be a faithful Christian, dedicated to the service of
Christ?” Or “Will he be trained to be a lukewarm, faithléss,” and
reprobate “Christian?” ” Or “Will he be trained to be no Chnsﬁan

at all?”” All of these have ‘turned out to be the answer o the
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question in one case or another. We observe children who have
been faithful Christian from their youth up. We also observe
children ‘who have grown up to be - indifferent, unconcerned,
indedicated “Christians.” We have- also- observed children who
niéver became Christians, even though their parents had claimed to
bé; ‘For a great part, in these last two situations lie the reason
for the chilreh’s not havmg grown as it could have :

It seems that the basic solution to this dilemma lies in two
areas;, First, parents must realize their responsibility to their
chnldren to “brmg them up.in the discipline and instruction of the
LOt .” (Eph. 6:4.) . They must take the initiative while the child
is in ‘the formative years of life to- “tram up a child in the way he
should g0,” so that “‘even when he is old he w111 not depart from
it. K (Prov 22 : 6,) Second, chlldren must_ take ad vantage of
theu' _opportunity to “Remember also your. creator in the days of
your youth before the evil days come and the years draw near
vvhen you shall ,sayg ‘I. have no delight in. them’ ” (Eecl. 12:1 J)
If these two areas do not have this emphasis, the day will come
when .both parents and children look upon the past 'years of their
hves and say, . “I have no delight in them.”

“Whatever I will be when I grow up, ri be a Christian first
when I grow. up"’

Know The Blble

A7 MarvinRainy

g

WILL THE GOOD_ PEOPLE OF ALL CHURCHES BE
SAVED? This is-‘a -questiori that should demand our serious
thinking. Many without thinking about this question will answer
“Yes”, all good people regardless of what church they area
member of will be saved”. Some will even say that all good
people ‘will be. saved if they .are.not a member of any church.
Some will- say; “Isn’t it wonderful:to be able to join the church: of
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your choice”..  Others are disturbed and even confused concerning
the multiplicity of churches, but.the popular solution in our day is
to consider all churches right and from among them to, choose the
one that appeals most to one’s own taste.. There was a: time::when
religious debates were very common and brought out large gcrowds.
Each church was trying .to prove .it. was right. . These days are
gone. The feeling of modern man is that it does not--matter -much
which of the churches you join, Just 80 you join one of them with
honest motives, .

ST SO N 11

" The very idea of a multlphcxty of chutch’ and of dlﬁ'erent
doctrmcs is forelgn to the Word of God. - On one occasion Jesus
asked: “Who do men say that the Son of man 1s‘7” "Then he asked
“But who say ye that I am?”  **Simon Peter ‘answered ‘and sald
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the hvmg God » Jesus responded
“Upon this rock (the bed-rock fact that JestIs was the Son of*- God)
I will build my church; and the gates of Hades shall not: prevail
against it” (Matt. 16:13-18). Notice that Jesus speaks of ‘his
church in the smgular giving no hint that he approved of ‘the ‘idea
that his kingdom would be divided into many groups. Just a few
hours before he was betrayed by Judas, Jesus spent some time ln'
prayer. In John 17:20, 21 he prayed, “Neither for these only do I
pray, but for them also that believe on me through their word; that
they may all be one; éven as thou, ‘Father, art'in e, and Lin thee,
that they also may be one; as thou, Father, art B o me, and'T'in
thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe
that thou hast sent me”. Christ prayed for all to be one. Do you
hear this prayer? ThlS prayer has Jargely gone linheeded even by
those who have called themselves Christians. The Apostle Paul also
said: “There is one body... . (Eph. 4:4). The body is the church.
To be saved we must bein the church Jesus purchased with his
blood (Acts 20:28).

| “LORD, WHAT ABOUT, JOHN ..
' Macxie B Boren N R (7 S r

Shortly: before Jesus ascended bacl.cv to zthe Father,..:Hee informed
Peterthat he would die a martyr’s :death through:which God
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would ' be glorified: ' Read' John 21:'18-19." - Nothing indicates

that Peter questioned or challenged what the Saviour said. He
evrdently was wrlhng to accept thls as *he cost of dlsclpleshlp

!

But‘no‘tlcing Iohn his longtrme friend, assoclate, ‘and fellow~
apostlé Péter mquu‘ed of Jesus, “Lord and what about this ' man?”
Vers8"21, NASV." "Did Peter ask about John out: of ‘-meté
curiosity ? Or was his inquiry prompted by genuine love and
concern for John and his welfare ? Or was his question motivated
by a degree of ‘¢vil--was. he "afraid that while lie would die as a
martyr, John might be spared ?

We may prefer to think it was one of the first two possibilities
suggested that caused Peter to ask the question, but most likely it
was, the  latfer .motivation, or ,Something similar. This seems
reasonable to infer from the Lord’s rebuker of Peter in Verse

22---“If I want him to remam until I come, what is that to you ?
Youfollowmev” B A L )
Settmga aside whatever might have motivated Peter. to wask the
question,; I:believe “theré:is-a great lesson in this-content for, every
Christian: Noneé of us-cdn assess his (or her) future of responsi-
bility and service on ‘the basis of “what about John 2’ This is
one of the most prevalent faults in the church today---measuring
ourselves by what others do or don’t do, mstead of by what the
’Lord ‘hias said conbernmg drscrpleshlp' o

v bl . RTI o

"'We cannot aﬁ‘ord to be overly concerned with'what others: are
d{omg ‘of’ fdilmg 6 'do. This is ‘not to'say we shouldn’t have a
healthy cohcern for others and be w1llmg to encotlrage and exhort
them all 'we' can to falthﬁﬂness “But we mUSt not ‘erid up excusing
ourseives f‘or fa,llure to' b dedlcated ‘followers of Jesus’ because
We re so busy “watchmé and worrymg about John »oT .

Tflé ﬁlble teachés INDI VIDUAL RESPONSIBILI YV "I‘he
Tord” hard td Peter “Follow thou me!” * In other words, “Péter,
dbe’t’ concern yourself frettmg abott John. You concerri - yourself
with Peter! "You' just “thake 'sure ‘that” 'YOU follow me, and'Iét
John and me worry about John.” 'We rieed to reflect’ often upon
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sch Scriptufes.as II Corinthians 5 : 1 0 and Rorhans-14 : 4; 13., .

Let each of us resolve to glorify God in life al_ld_ip g‘leat'ﬁ.
(Consider Philippians 1 : 20b and Romans 14 : 8). In order to do
that, we must follow the Lord and not try to excuse ourselves by
what others do or don’t do. Let us work - hard  at, freeing

ourselves from the inclination to ask, “Lord, what about John?”",

DAILY LIVING WITH CHRIST B
Gene A. Ell[;l;)i'e B R

A B RN |

"I protest by yout rejoicing which I hdve in ‘Chist Jesus ouf’”
Lord, I DIE DAILY” '(I Cor. 15731). . our

The secret of Paul’s dynamic power to appeal to men whs the
fact that he put himself in the place of death every day. He
believed strongly in a: just cause. He became .an .outstanding
defender of Christianity.. It was manifestly apparent to men:of
high estate and low degree that he.had won the conquest over
self-life and had truly entered into the abundant life of service for
Christ. o ’ R RN IR ER

Paul describes this victory and its happy resultsin a st,atéhqug
to the Galatians on justification by faith. “Iam crucified with
Christ :, nevertheless I live; yet not-I, but Christ liveth, jn me : -and
the life- which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son
of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me” (Gal, 2 ; 20).
Paul was crucified daily by being one with Christ on a daily basis,
Physically, when man was created, God “breathed. into his nostrils

. R i

the breath of life; and man became a,l'i‘\(i_rfliglso'ﬁll’f’.; (Gen. 2 72

Spiritually, when man is re-created or reconciled to God, he’is
crycified or dead to sin---the old life is inactive; a new‘l.ife,jq:rist
becomes alive and active within him,. Christ . living; jn .me
motivates and energizes me to follow. his. blessed . teachings, to
imitate His gracious ways, and to hold Him aloft that others may
see him as my Supreme Example. ., ., ‘ S

LR R g0
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i Christ living within Paul did notexempt him from the daily
temptations-commgn te all Christians. ““When I would .do good,
evil is present with-me!’. (Rom; 7:: 1). Yet, he had died to sin
and it no longer relgned in his mortal body, that he should obey
ﬂle Iusts thereof » (Rom 6 12) Thrs ahveness in'the presence of
Jesus Chrlst So when man is confrontéd by sin and temptation,
he must turn to Christ who has dealt with it." The seeurity of the
faithful is found'i iri‘the statement : “For'thy' sake we are killed all
the ddy* long, we ate accounted as'sheep for' the slaughter. - Nay,
in all these things we are more than conquerors through him -that
loved us)’(Rom. 8 : 36, 37).

Paul was mature in Christ. He could have boasted that he was
pnvﬂeged to lead the first convett ' Europe to  Chirist - (Acts
' ’14 15) "He could have taken great delight in- announcing
that /it was through himself that God first revealed the mystery
“that the Géntiles should bé fellow-heirs.” Rather, Paul says’ :
“But God forbxd that I'should’ glory, ‘save in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, by whom 'the world is cr‘umﬁed unto me, and I‘ unto
the world” (Gal 6:14). :

Daxly hv1ng with. Chrlst is'a daily death to sin and ‘self, letting
Christ live in me. Th1s is how I can “do all thlhgs through Chnst
whlch energlzes me”’ (Phll 4: 13? '

1 A T v, ‘u)', e
THE LORD'S CHURCH—— THE VINEYARD

Paul Epps

TR LI

" “And he spake many thlngs to them in pal:ables saylng,
Behold the sower went forth to sow, and as he sowed, some seeds
fell. by-the wayside...and othérs fell,upon the rocky. places...and
others fell upon the thorns. .and others fell . upon the good
ground*f (Matthew 131 3-8) -

In dlscussmg the nature of the church we find 1t to bea
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vineyard. In'a vineyard ‘there aré several: items to ‘be ‘observed,
namely, the Sowmg of the seed; labourers; thé placen of labour, frult

to be borne, and- the reward at the end of the day SR e

FESAN

! Gt o

.. Sowing the seed zs the ﬁrst thzng 10 cons;de The church 's the
sowmg agency today God has not delegated this respons1b1hty
to..any -other. mstltutron Phrlzppzans 1:°45, 1 szothy 3 15)
The seed. whlch we-are to-:sow in the hearts of people s the word
of God .(Luke 8 : 11), the gospel. We are. not tQ sow phrlosophy,
neither are we:to sow the current  events ,0f . tl;e day Onlyl the
words of the gospel will save. (Matthew 15:9). . FERRTI

Next, we must consider the labourers. Every ‘member o’f the
Lord’s church in every, locality.. is to be a labourer, Jm the V;neyard
In -the.. 2]st chapter of Matthew ‘we read the story of the two‘ sons
who were. asked by their father to go work in h1s vmeyard There
is- the . dry;ne call—“go WOr, ”, there is . the dxvme relatron—
shrp “son”; there is the divine time—* today 1 .and ghere 1s the
divine, p}ace—“m my vmeyard » In the day of Judgment X can
not giye an excuse of not bemg asked to g0 work The gueé'tlon 1sl,

are we ready to be used ? : S

. The place of labour is in the church, the vzneyard The fchlld of
God has entered the church through the new birth (John 3 '3, 5).
And the only workers in the vmeyard are God’s children: If ‘we
do not meet the challenge, it will hot be ‘met, hence “Souls’ wﬂl ‘be
lost throughout eternity because we were idle. The apostle Paul
wrote, unto him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus

(Ephesians 3 : 21). ' Uy

Fruit is to be borne for God. Jesus said, “herein is my Father
glorified, that ye bear much’ fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.”
(John 15 : 8). If we do not try to bear fruit, we shall become a
fruitless Christian. Jesus sard “Every branch in me that beareth
not fﬂllt he' iaketh away (John 15 : 2) Ho‘w sad ¥

“There “shall ‘be the rewardx at the end of the: day Jesus sald
‘“Call the labourers, and'pay them their hire.” (Matthew 20+:'8).
The reward of the saved is heaven with- all “of its. blessiiigs:.: 'We
can, - with the apostle Paul, say “there is 1a1d up for me the crown
‘of tighteousness...” (2 szothy 4:8).
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Let It Be!

Jo-Amn Upton
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What has happened in life has passed. So don’t Worry or
dwell on it.

The past cannot be undone nor recaptured—Let it be—Let it
be—Let it be.

- So, why ruin the remainder of your short life that will draw to
its close before you realize what is taking place?

Your past is either good or bad. You know where you need
to improve your present life or not from your past life. If an

~ improvement is needed then make it—Ilive the best life of all—the
Christian life.
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