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Will All Good People be Saved?-

In talking to various believers in Christ, they often ask if  all
the denominational people will not be saved? 1 have evén had
some members of the church to ask if the denominational people
in years gone by will not be saved because they were at least
ignorant of the church of Christ. Others ask if all of the good
moral people will not be saved. Those who ask such questions,
some way, some how, want to find a way for all of these people
to go to heaven. Of course, I am not their judge. Next, they are
in the hands of God and he will judge them rlghteously But we
are living today and I know what the Bible says when it comes to
you and me and all people who are living.

In the first place, the Bible teaches that all are in sin and are
therefore lost. That is, all accountable beings, all who know right
from wrong and have reached the age of accountability, are classi-
fied as sinners. Paul said that all have sinned. (Romans 3:23).
John said. *...the whole world lieth in wickedness.”” This being
true, then how could man be saved in his sin? - Even a good moral
life would not be enmough. If so, why was the gospel taken to



Cornelius and his household? (Acts 10). They were already. good
people, . but they were lost as they were. Being religious was not
enough. Most of those converted in the Book of Acts were
already religious, but they were still lost.

In the second, place, it was mnecessary for man to have a
saviour if he was to be saved from his sins. Therefore, Christ came
into the world to save sinners. Paul said that he died for our
sing; (1 Corinthians 15:3)." John Wwrote concerning Christ, ‘““And
he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also
for the sins of the whole world.” (1 John 2:2). We read in John
3:16, 17, “For God so loved the world that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world
to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be
saved.” Speaking of Christ, Paul wrote, “Who gave himself for
our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world
aceording to- ‘the will -of God and our Father.” (Galatlans 1:4).
Again he said, “For when we were yet without strength, in due
time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous
man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would
even dare to ‘die. Bat God commendeth his love toward us, in
that, whlle we were yet sinners, Christ died. for us. Much "more
then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from
wrath through him.” (Romans 5:6-9). But why did Christ come
into this world? According to the verses we have just read, and
many more that could be given, he came to die for us and to make
it poss1b1e for us to be saved. Now it good moral people aré
going to be saved, and people in different religious bodies that do
not even belong to the Lord, and perhaps those who are ignorant
of the Lord and his church, then why was it necessary for Christ
to come into the world and to die for the sins of the world? If one
could be saved without him, then all -could, and so that would
mean that he died in vain, Do you believe that? I don’t. I believe
what the scriptures say and they say that Christ died for us that
we mlght be saved, not because we were already saved.

»In the-third p]aee, Christ ‘commanded that the gospel be taken
into-all the world and preached to every creature. Jesus himself
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said, .““Go-ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature, : He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he
that believeth not shall be damned.” (Mark 16:15, 16). ‘Again, he
said, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them. in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the ‘Holy. Ghost:
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commandeéd
you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.
Amen.” (Matthew 28:19,20). Not only was this commanded :of
the; Apostles and their converts, but according to Colossians 1:23
they were successful in doing it. ~ Likewise that command has been
passed on down to the Lord’s people of our.day.. We therefore
are. .to do even as they did in the first century, that is, we are to
take the gospel to every creature under héaven. - But why did the
Lord give this command in the first place if it was possible under
different circumstances for one to be saved without Christ and the
gospel?

In the fourth place, we must obey the gospel of Christ in
order to be saved. Christ said, “He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.”” (Mark
16:16). If you will read through the Book of Acts you will read
of the various cases of conversion listed there and the sum total
was this: they all heard the gospel preached, they all believed it,
they all repented of their sins, they all confessed Christ as the Son
of God, and they were all baptized, and therefore they were all
saved. But what about those who do not obey the gospel? Paul
says, ‘““And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, In
flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and
that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be
punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the
Lord, and from the glory of his power.” (2 Thessalonians 1:7-9).
You will observe that he mentions two classes of people that will
be punished of the Lord on his return and of course this would
cover all people except for those who belong to him. First, he
says that the Lord will come back to take vengeance on those who
know him not. But why? How could ignorant people be held
accountable for their sins? There are some who believe that all of
those who live in far away and distant places who are ignorant of
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God - and-his will, will be saved because of their ignorance. If that
be trné then we should not take the Lord’s ‘will to' them because
they might reject it and then they would be lost. If they are saved
as they are then they should not be bothered.: But such people are
not saved. Ignorance is no-excuse. (Acts 17:30). They are respon-
sible for their sins because there is no reason for anyone today ‘to
have to remain in ignorance of God. Even his creation would. tell
him: that there is a creator. (Romans 1).- And if there is'a creator;
and one recognizes that;: then that should lead:him to want to
know-more about thaticreator, and with such initiative then: that
would.- surely lead him to the Bible and a knowledge of God’s will
so that he might be able to obey God. Now if one is contént to'con-
tinue in his ignorance then he will have to answer for' that.
Second, the Lord is coming back to take verngeance on those who
obey not the gospel. If one has had the opportunity to -hear the
gospel, and to obey it, but has neglected or refused to do so, -thén
he will be lost. The Lord said, ‘“He that believeth not shall be
damned.” Alsd, Peter said, “For the time is come that judgment
must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what
shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?” (1
Peter 4: 17) Would you answer that question, please"

In the fifth place, Christ is the saviour of the body or the
church and therefore one must be a member of it to be saved:
Christ-not only built the church (Matthew 16:18; Acts 2), but he
also died for it (Ephesians 5:25), and shed his blood to purchase
it. (Acts 20:28).. This would not have been done had it ‘not beeii
necessary: - Then we read in Ephesians 5:23, “For the husband is
the head:of the wife, even as Christ is the head of ‘the church: and
he is the saviour of the body.” The body here is the spiritual
body of Christ, the church, according to Colossians 1:18 and Ephe-
sians 1:22, 23. That means then that if Christ is the saviour ‘of
the church that you and I, and all others, must be members: of
that church if we are to be saved. Salvation is in the church, not
outside: of it. - The church is not the saviour, since the church'is
composed of the saved (Acts 2:47); but Christ is the saviour, and
he ‘is the saviour-of the church, and that means then that we must
be members of-it-to be saved. If this be true, théen good moral
people, those in other religious bodies, those in far away places who



5

are ignorant of God’s will, will be lost unless they become members
of the Lord’s church. - As-of now; they are lost, and they will
remain “lost, and will be lost ini eternity, if they fail to obey God
and therefore fail to-become members of the'Lord’s church. If this
be not the case, then Christ built the church, died for it, and shed
his blood for it in vain. Surely if-one knows what the Bible
teaches on this subject then he could never come to the conclusxon
that Christ a‘ﬁd h1s church are in vain, -

“ In the snxth place, the scriptures ‘teach that those~ who' obey
the Lord, ‘and are added to his‘church, must worship' God faith-
fully each first day of the week ‘and ‘must" live the faithful Chrlstlan
life to go to-heaven. “Christ said; “God-is-a Spirit: arid " they that
worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth:” (John 4:24).
With the establishment of the church on the day of Pentecost, the
record says concerning those first Christians, “And they continued
stedfastly in the apostles® doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking
of bread, and in prayers.” (Acts 2:42). Most of the New Testa-
ment is directed to the Christian, exhorting him -to abstam from
the very appearance of evil, and tg.ever waik ia the. steps of Christ;
(1 Thessalonians 5:22; 1 Peter 2:21). When one goes threugh
these scriptures, he will find that there are many things that a
Christian cannot do and there are many thmgs that he must do.
This is all summed up in statements like these: “Be thou faithful
unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” (Revelation 2:10).
“Blesssed are they that do his commandments, that they may have
right to. the tree of life; and may enter in through the gates into
the city.”” -(Revelation 22: 14) “Now, if one could be saved with-
out doing all of this, thén why would the Lord have made Heaven
dependent on doing these things? - Again, would the Lord expect
‘some’'to: do- these things, while excusing others? -My friends, all
we have to go'by is what is stated in-the scriptures; and- based on
tliat’ then 'we-must conclude'that: 1ot ‘only’ must orie obey-the:Lotd
to bedome a:-Christian, but he must rémam falthful unto death 1f
he expects tc) go to heaven

il

w1 Te conc]usmn, let me' enceurage you ‘not’ to be "deceived into
‘thinking’ ‘that the’ Lord will- finally “save all- péople whether they
“obey hith or not. - Neither should you be‘led-to believe that the
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Lord will saye some on the basis of their ignorance or good moral
living. . The whole Bible would oppose such ideas. The Lord
wants all people to know his will and to obey it so they can be
saved. We as Christians have a great responsibility in . that the

Lord has commanded us to take the gospel into all the world and
to preach it to every creature.

Have you obeyed the Lord? Are you a member of the church
of Christ? If not, you are lost. I want to urge you to obey the
Lord so you can be saved and be added to the church. You can’t
be saved untll you do. If you are a Christian, a member of the
church of Christ, I want to urge you to be faitbful. . If you will,
the Lord one day will bless you with a home in heaven. There is
no other way you can go.

wssacaﬁm

Not Ev;e_vry One

The Apostle John inl John 4:8 wrote “God is Jove.,” This
sounds wonderful. However, many from this have concluded that
God. will save every one, because He is love, forgetting that not
only God is love but he is also a just God, and a holy.and
righteous God. Certainly God wants to save all the world and the
Bible says, He is pot willing that any should perish but that all
should come to.repentance. (2: Peter 3:9). God’s word, by His
‘power,: ‘became flesh, Jesus, Chuist, the Son of God, and he .gave
himself a sacrifice on the cross, thus becoming the propitiation for
the sins of the world. (John 1:1, 2, 14; 3:16; 1 John 2:2). But hear
‘what Jesus said, “Enter.ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate,
and broad is the way, that Jeadeth to destruction, and many: there
be which go in theregt -Because strait is the gate, and narrow is
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the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be -that find it.”
“Not every .one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into
the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the . will -of my Father
which is: in heaven.” . “Strive to -enter .in. at the strait gate: for
many, I say unto you, will:seek to enter in, and shall not:be @ble. k
(Matthew 1:13, 14 21; Luke 13 24) : S TP

Ewdently then not every one will be saved Those who are
on the broad way will not be saved. .. To be savéd one must. be.in
the narrow way, which means one must abide in the teachings of
Christ. (2 John 9). Those on the broad way would compromise
and go with any thing. To them. there is nothing in a name, one
churéh “is’ as good as another. ™ “Their Christianity is not what the
Bible say, but they follow traditions and commandments of men.
In the words of Jesus, ““This-people’draweth nigh unto me with
their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is
far from me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching for
doctrmes the commandments of men,” (Matthew 15:8, 9).

Jesus sald those who are not, domg the Wlll of God wgll not
be saved. To some Christianity means wearing a metal cross:as
an ornament, occasionally saying ‘a prayer or reading from the
scriptures, and attending a .few church, services, maybe just two
times in'a year. This is not more than calling Jesus,.: Lord, Lord
One must do the will of his Father which:is in heaven to be saved
said Jesus. Most are following the will, on. the:contrary, of a
~“‘Father”. or “Pastor” or ‘“Padri” whxch is in.a church. ‘We can’t
-do the will of the Father which is in heaven if we do. pot read and
study His word, theBlble e AR L s
- s i ' : cE o - .

Many just de31re to enter mj;o the kmgdom of heaven, they
.Just seek to enter.” But Jesus said, *“‘Strive to enter in at the strait
gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to entet  in, and shall _not
be able.” There is a difference in these two words, to strive and to
seek. We seek in a casual manner, but strive in emergency, Those
who contend for.a prize do not just seek half, ‘hearted, but they put
fosth their, utmost, effort . to:win. It takes all that one can. do. fo
-enter heaven. The Apostle Petex~ at 1:Peter 2:21 . said, “For. even
hereunto were .ye called: _because Chnst also suffered- for vus,



leaving us an example, that we should follow his steps.” Christ is
‘our ‘example. - Speaking ' about Christ, the Bible again says,
“Though he were a son, yet learned he obedience by the things
which he suffered; and being made perfect, he became the author
of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.” (Hebrews 5:8,9).
The lesson is that even though Christ was the Son of God he had
to strive to become a perfect man and the author of our salvation.
He learned. obedience by the things which he suffered, and likewise
those who will obey him will be. saved. Not every one.

The nghway Of The Uprlght

Robert R Taylor

The inspired penman of Proverbs offers these words of ' sage
counsel to every traveler down life’s pathway, “The highway of the
upright is to-depart from evil: he that keepeth his way preserveth
his soul” (Prov. 16:17). Though these words have.a general
application for all ages, we think especially of their tremendous
value if embraced by our precious young people. It is with them
particularly in' mind that we pen this message. Youth lives in a
‘world that abounds with evil. Choices must be made early in life
‘as future'direction beckons. Will your future master be sin or the
Saviour? - Will you build your life on the Book of God or the
books ‘of men? - Will:you live faithfully the Christian life or turn
aside from the highway of the upright? Who will be your life’s
compamon" What type of home will you establish in the course
of -time? - Who will be your chief companions? Eternal life and
'thé sécond death hang in the balances when choices such as the
foregomg are made : %

: Up‘nght youth- wlI] seek to make a permanent departure.from
“the multitude of evils running rampantly in-‘our land. “Refusal - to
‘collect and read trashy stories and immoral novels will be one of
‘these ear]y decisions.  ‘God’s youth recognizes that what: we -read
with ‘relish is what we will think about with pleasure. What we
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constantly: think sabout molds:.ouricharacten,; - As one. . has ~well
stated,,; “iSow :a: thought and, teap.an-aet;isow an-act-and seapa
habit;; sew.1a. habit,and! reap -1 character; Hsow | a, i charaeter
and;; veap; - destiny,”,. A preacher.; acquaintance. . of:, ming
has told; young peeple en many, occasions, S Ypp. are notswhat; you
think . you-are, you,arei what you. think,! ! This is.so,true. angd the
older you get:the.wiser will be this. ‘statement’s, import,and deep
meaning. ..One. of the-:saddest confessions ever made {q:me;was
from.an rg]dcrly gentlemen whp « said.+hg thad, iditerally., rumed /hjis
mind:-when ;young by. reading trashy novels.; There.is.too much
worthwhile material for reading.to fill .one’s.mind with cheap.-and
soul-destructnve Jthemes sueh' as-; dot poranraphxc rproductkons
today.:. Lo AT T g HERRTTEN . e

ERES PR R L S L S T8 R 17 LA B L S ST g RIS RTAEEE
eY'.oqth 4 fon +Christ - will:-depart | from :the present .evils,; that
destroy, the body. ' Tobagcco, certainly! belongs - in .this category.
(Now. beforg any.of you smoking parents become -offended at:'this
counsel;; please: remember  that: I, as anon-smoker; can-say some
things to your sons and daughters.. that.you .cannot .say.; Your
actions speak too loudly for your words of warning to effective).
I hereby..go on record,:as.I:-have. done again and again, that young
people get. injured very deeply, by. smokmg I therefore: engourage
- all.our youtbful readers.to stay far removed from the slavish habit.
I have yet to meet-a person who regretted a.decision to;be a, non-
smoker through: life.. I, shall always:appreciate a godly. mother’s
influence in keeping me. from entering.the smoking -circle.. I.-have
met many who regretted they: made the-decision; to,smqke. The
use of alcohol and addiction to deadly drugs strictly will be off
limits to all young people who love God, value their souls and
delight to be clean in body and mind.. Wise ,indeed is every No
said to all invitations-té entet : any or all-of these unholy habits.

Christian youth treading the upright highway will depart from
evil companionships which corrupt good morals or manners (I
Cor. 15:33). Close friends of the same sex need to be chosen
because: they will entich us spiritually and-move us to higher- moral
standards. We desperate]y need friends today as Jonathan was to
Davnd—assccxates ‘who " will strcngthen our hands in God'(I Sam.
23:16). ' A 'socalled friend who would weaken' our hand in God xs

el
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fiot:a friend at 41} but H-dangercus:enétyr Above #lliwe rieed: to
éhioose ' thie 'gobd “and:pure im:our dioicd:of datesrand g’ ultimate
compaiion. J.H:Halbrook; after ‘concludingifhis service: ii the
Wit Between'’ theSfa'te met‘and imarfied a-gitk ‘‘whé had nothing
but a'pure héart'and ‘a good -gtock:of religion:” : Through her
poédly iinfluerice she ‘led him ‘to: the' trutly and he later’ became a
great gdspel preacher.’ “Sotné years back a' young Than. was con-
témiplatiag mamage He-told mie-in 4 letfer something like ‘this,

“I want to marry this gitl bécause I'believe’ she - will : help imé go
Hotie to heaven'in the niext world.’." ‘Stiech an importantsingredient
is" ‘quite foreign to: presént-day mdtwes that proiiipt Young peoplé
to:seek 'a marital partner Tor life. Beauty of face and"figure' is
more often important than beauty of spirit and quality of
character. Does he have much money made or the prospect of
tnaking plenty? Frequently; - 'this is preferred-among ‘youhg women
in husband over whether- he has ‘morals and character or mot:
Riches never have been a proper substitute for righteousness. ‘Will
your choice for a lifetime companion Telp or hinder your going
home to heaven in-yonder’s world?

Uprlght youth will not only walk the highway of purity by
departing’ from evil and pursuing the good but will be an inspira-
tion and example for others to follow in their footsteps. Preserva-
tion” of youthful souls will be the end result. Young people, real
Success in adequate preparatlon for life: now and 'life eternal in
heaven is paved :before - you in this sacred text Your responst—
‘t}_lhty is crystal elear in this'momentous matter -

o

Premillennialism

- Jeremiah Jones .

No man can beheve the theones of Premlllenmahsm and
beheve the. word of. God at.the same time, .. If man believes: pre-
mxl]pnmahsm, he. does not believe the gospel. of .Christ,. . If: man
beligyes. the, Word.,of God, he does not beligve premlllenmallsm
It is Just that snnp]e'
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DENIES REIGN OF CHRIST -

Let us ‘note some: consequences of premlllennlahsm This
doctrine denies that Christ is féigning now. I shall never forget-a
statement that brother H.A. Dixon ‘said in class on Préemillen-
nialism.. - He said, “There are two chapters in the New Testament
that ‘refute the 1000 yeafs reign: ‘upor earth,” They are Acts 2 and
I Corinthians 15.” This is true! Jésus Christ is now relgmng

MAKES GOD A LIAR

Premillennialism makes God a liar. Can anyone believe that
premillennialism is a harmless doctrine? It is rotten to the core!
Listen to these words in Mark 1:14-15, “Now after that John was
put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the
kingdom of God, and saying, The time. is- -fulfiled -and . kingdom
of God is at hand: repent ye,and believe the gospel.”” Jesus said the
time was at hand to establish the kingdom. Either it was, or it was
not. Jesus said it was. Premillennialism says it was-not, therefore
the kingdom was postponed. The Bible teaches that it is impossible
for God to lie (Heb. 6:18). Note the words of brother Foy E.
Wallace on this subject: “If God did not know that the kingdom
was going to be postponed it.denies the omniscience of God. If he
didn’t know it—yet-had it announced -anyhow, it destroys the inte-
grity. of God, and impeaches the veracity of Jesus Chrlst ‘That is
premillennialism. Is such a theory harmless?” P fol

CHURCH AN ACCIDENT

Premlllenmahsm behttles the church of our Lord Premlllen-
nialists makes the church a complete accident. The apostle Paul
shows how important the church is'in” Ephesians 3. Paul tells us
that the church is “according ‘to: the eternal purposé of God.”
Does this sound like the chiurch’is just- an-accident? The church
cost the blood of Christ (Acts :20:28). - Jesus loved the church
enough to give His life for it (Eph. 5:25). Would Jesus give His
life for something that just-turned out to be'an accident? Believe
it if you can! The Bible teaches that thie church’ has ‘always been
in the mind of God. Listen to'the words of brother Wallace ‘again:
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“The Scofield Bible is the chief"promoter of premillennialism. It is
named right, Scofield Bible —it is not God’s. The Scofield Bible is a
text-book: on: premillennialism, disgnised: as a Bible,,arranged to
accomodate the theory of seven: dispensational periods, culminating
in-the millennial :age. ; Nothingisgould : belittle the,. church ;more
than to.make.it; a substitute for a kingdom that failed to arrive, or
a.vestibule to;the kingdom;yet tp,come, or, an unexpected phase
of the kmgdom, as the Scofield Bible. features it. =: ‘..o,

TR Y :4

{"\'Sélvatlon

NS TR 3

Déan’Buchanan G i

i‘f?: ll‘ o "5 i :7‘ o :"‘i:.“'

i Jgsus sa1d “For the 'Soni'of man is come to’'seek and to Dgave
that ' which® ‘was - lost” (Luke 19 = 10).7/ This is the essence of the
Wortk' of Chirist. “His was a- inistfy of réconciliation ‘Everything
if‘the: Scnptﬁres -eithér dlrecﬂy or indirectly, relates ‘to’ the: salva:
tion ~of mat. Jesus sald the soul is WOrth mOre than all the world‘
(Matt 16 26) ST S w2

IR o : R : }:1..;? P s

’ ’The Bible speaks ‘of! the “great alvation.” “How ‘shall ‘wé
e5ca‘pe ‘if ‘we neglect so great salviition; which at the first began
to e spokeri by the Lord, and:was’ conﬁrmed ‘unto s by théim
that heard him” (Heb.2 :'3).- Why' Was ‘thig salvation: necessary?
The Bible gives the account of man.

VAT

God created man and placed h1m in the ideal environment.
Man_ was created in innocence, that;;is, without sin:: -But God
areated; man -with freedom of will, .He gave man ‘ipstructions
concerning::the- tree, of knowle;dge,gf_gqogizandvcvil,; that he (man)
should not. eat .of that tree. He also told man what would happen
if he.did eat of that forbidden fI'UIt; -But God. dld not physw,ally
preven} man. fmmaecess tor that treex
2l 2io bl s Sy

SQ man fell., ,Adam and Eve ate. of the tree of kl;xo,wladge cf
geod and evil and brought sin into -the - world Now:; sin,, ds ‘the
transgression; of - God’s ' Jaw. ~(I -John 3 ;:4). When. man -went

ERUESEDY)
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contrary to- God’s- law ke sinned: ' Because of ‘this sin, man-was;
separatéd frol God (Isa. 59 1; 2) ‘So 'theéne'ediﬁor’a'i'mean,s ,o‘ﬂ
reconc:hatlon of way of salvatlon CGEGRI L L e

Ly o s
’ Pt i

i“" The BlbIe teaches that all haVe smned “For all haVe §mned,:
and come short of the glory of God” (Ront: 3 : 23),: The ‘Bible
also teaches the wages of sin is death. ““For the wages of sin is
deatty But the gift of God:is eternal life through-Jesus Christ our
Lord” {Rom: 6 : 23). Herce, all- are“infieed of salvation. (Of
course this contemplates all péople who can ‘be.“held " accountable
to God. - Children not yet?old enough to understand the gospel;
people ‘with brain damage and -any-others who,(‘through: no fault
of their" own, cannot understand the gospel are- not: accountablefto
God) IRIPEI IS BRI I St

Vel

VST L AT Dl el s Lo U

Since .man could not save himself, Christ had to come and
dle on the cross in order that man mxght 'Bé aved.” *For God so
lovéd' the world that he gave his only’ begotten S6n' that whosoever
belxeveth in h1m mxght not pensh but have everlastlng llfe” (John
promrse of God’s Son for his salvatxon “The 'Bible is the ‘account
of ‘the sdlvation God offers to man.' From’ Genesm, the first b00k
in the Bible, through Revelation, thé Tast Book in- the' Blhle th1s
plan of salvation'is'gradually unfoIded to man.

..... Befo,re anyone can be saved they must reallze they are ‘lost.
Ignox;ace of the existence of God and the Sonsh1p of ‘Christ ‘i is no
excuse.  God has revealed Hunself to man and mdn 'can, come to
a knowledge of God if he is, w1llmg to seek Hlm (Heb. 11 : 6)
Therefore, man is without "excuse’ concermng his knowledge ‘of

Qod (Acts 17: 30).. R .

,|1,;‘;;§e‘355-_.|,g; .

When Chnst came and dled on the cross, He made 1t possﬂ)le

.....

but through. His graee it: is ‘offered. to: all, . However, _'thete‘ are
thmgs man must do.to receive the grace of: God

Fust et me emphas;ze that salvatlon is by grace, “For by
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grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is
the gift of - God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.. For
we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good wprks,
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them”
(Eph. 2 : 8, 9, 10).:- If man could have earned his salvation, Clmst
would not have had to: dle o

- But the fact salvatxon is by grace does not 1mply the universal
salvation of all men simply on the basis of that fact with no indi-
cation on their part.they are willing to receive that salvation. The
Bible says, “...work . out your own: salvation with fear. and trem-
bling’’ (Phil. 2 12). . The apostle is not here, suggesting that by,
works. a man may: earn his salvation. - - But rather he is saying that
each must hear and obey the will of God concerning his salvation.
Obedience does not exclude grace

: That a person cannot he saved without behevmg Christ to be
the Son, of God is clear from such passages as “Hebrews
11 :6. It is also clear one ‘must confess that faith in Christ as
the Son of God (Ram. 10: 10 John 8 : 28). Repentance of one’s
sins is also required (Acts 17 : 30; Luke 13 : 3, 5). But baptism,
following the things already mentloned is the final step that puts
one in Christ (Gal 3: 27; Rom. 6! 3) The Bible does not mentlon
any other way through which one can get into Christ.

All spiritual blessings are in Christ (Eph.1: 7). There are
no spmtual blessings ong can receive outside of Christ. “Salvation
is one spiritual blessing i in Ch'r’ls't"" ““Therefore I endure all things
for the elect’s sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation whlch

is m Chnst Jesus with eternal glory” (2 Tim. 2 10)

Now, if all spiritual b]essxngs are in Christ, and oné" can’ géf
into_Christ only by being baptnzed into him, then we are forced to
the conclusxon that baptlsm is 'necessary to salvat1on, as are all
the other thmgs already mentioried.

Surely, the salvation of -ene’s'soul is the most 1mportant thmg
to be considered ‘in -this- life: Everything else stands small:in
comparison to this subject. How important it is then, that every
human being consider his telationship to God in view of eternity.
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The Sabbath or Sunday?

Terry LeePreston R

.....

Almost every religious group feels that the Scriptures ‘instruct
us to set aside one day per week in which we are to worship. God
in'a special way. Some differ with others regarding which day of
the week ‘is’ desrgnated for the Chnstran age, however Most;
rehglous groups assemble upon the first day of the week but
others meet upon the seventh day. Which is the proper day—
Saturday (the seventh day), or Sunday (the ﬁrst day)"

EXAMINATION OF HIS'IQRY

That the seventh day of the week was set aside as a holy day
at one point in history cannot be demed God ‘instructed the Jews:
“Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. " Six days shalt thoil
labour, and do all thy work: But the séventh day is the sabbath
of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any wotk, thou, nor
thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, ‘nor thy mardservant
nor thy cattle nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: For in six
days the Lord made heaven and -earth, the sea, and all that in
them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed
the sabbath day, and hallowed it” (Ex. 20 8 ). :

Equa]ly undeniable is the fact that the d1s01ples of Chrrst
following the establlshment of the church met and worshlpped
together “into one place” a Cor. ll 20) as the church (I Cor'

: 18) for the pur_pose of eating the Lord’s Super (I Cor. 11 ; 20-
29), on the first day of the ‘week (Acts 20 : 7).. As a resuit of this
established practice Paul commanded the church at Corinth, as'
well as those of Galatia: “Upon the’ first day of the week let each'
one of you lay by him in store” (I Cor. 16: 2) The force’ of the
verb form (present, for repeated actlon) 1mp11es every first day of
the ‘week (just as “Remember the sabbath day” meant every sab-
baih), hence Christians were fo give ‘every Sunday Moreover,
Ignatius, in his Ad Magnesios (A.D. 110—117), said that Christians
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did not keep, the sabbath, but rather “The- Lord’s Day, ‘on which
also our Light arose” (International Stdndard Bible Encyclopedia,
IIT, 1919). The Scriptures bear out that Christ arose on the first
day of the week, or the day after the sabbath (John 20:1; Mark 16:
1-8). One historian even exclaims ‘“We keep the eighth day with
%adness” (Ibid). - Hence, the early Christians. met on Sunday.

10 It 1s clear, then, that at dlﬁ’erent pomts in hrstory both
toe ,seventh and ﬁrst days of the week have had specxal sxgnlﬁcance.
servance of the seventh . day was commanded in.. the old
estament to Israe] . while the first day of the weck is authonsed
by ke New Testament as the spec1al day, of WOIShlp for Chnsttans
But which is to be the special day of worship for us today? '

“THE TWO COVENANTS

Y £h

];;c Scrxptures dzv:de themselves mto two dlstmct and sepa-
;a&g parts commonly called ‘the Old’ Testament and the New
Te gament Both testaments were gwen by God (2 Pet. 1:20,
21, 3115, 16; 2 Tim, 3 : 16), but each for a dlﬁ'erent penod of
hlstory and for dlﬁ'erent purposes.

i i The Old Testament Scrlptures deal w1th an old covenant, that
ng made ‘with. the Israelites. This covenant sprang from a
promise made to Abraham—that he would be the father of a great
nation, that this nation would be given the land of Canaan, and
that through his seed all the nations of the world would be blessed.
(Cn;n 12:1- 3“ 15:8;22:18), These Scriptures | teach that ‘God
lgept his promlse to Abraham concerning the nation (Ex. 19 : 1-6)
and ‘the land (Josh 21:43), and that he would bless all the world
through a savmur, a descendant of Abraham, at a later {ime (Deut
18; 18; Isa. 9:6, 7). This old covenant was made w1th the children
of xIsrael only (Ex. 34 : 37, 28; Deut. 5 : I- 3;9: 8- 12) ‘and looked
fqrward to.a day when a new covenant wouId be given (Jer 31 31),
a epvenant .that would also . mclude Gentiles (Joel 2: 32; Amos
9. 12) The old covenant was to last only until Christ, the
seed of Abraham, should come (Gal 3:16, 19) and was glven
nly to bring man to Christ (Gal. 312325). The commandment
“Remember the sabbath day” was a part of the oId covenant
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made. with: Israel, before Christ (EX-_.mZQ;zg&‘-Ll-)l-: I N R Gl

The New Testament Scriptures tell us of the new: covenantsh
better than the old, established upon better promises (Heb. 8 : 6)—
a covenant which makes the first covenant old and decayed (Heb.
8:13). This new covenant has Christ'as mediator (Heb. 8 : 6;
9 : 15) and priest (Heb. 2 : 17), and takes the place of the old
covenant (Heb, 10:9,.10; 7:11, 12, 18, 19). It offers salvation to all
men everywhere, making no. distinction, between Jew. -and.:Gentile
(Rom. 3:22;10:12, 13). Under this covenant the disciples met
upon the first day: of the week, ‘the day that Christ arose -(Acts
20:71Cor. 16: 1,2). - - . . . o S regi

<« The -old covenant involved the law.givén ‘to Israel throwght
Moses:-“And the Lord said unto Moses, Write thoti~ these. words
for after the tenor of these words I have made:a covénant Witk
thee' and with Israél ... And he wrote upon the' tables - the wWords
of the covenant, the ten commandments” (Ex. 34 3 27, 28)::' Phé
fourth commandment was ‘“‘Remember the sabbath dayy to: keep
it holy”” (Ex. 20 : 8). Paul later taught that this law had been set
aside by Christ Jesus: “Having abolished in his flesh the enmity,
even the law of commandments contained in ordinances” (Eph.
2:15); “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was
agaiast -us; -which was-contrary tb us, and took it 6ut of the ‘way,
nailing it to his'oross” (Col. -2 : 14). Ini': view of’ the ‘fadt:ths:
Christ nailed the ‘Old Testament Law, (which‘contaitied thé zabg
bath-¢ommandment) to the-ctoss; Paul conélides: --“Lit b sfiakw
therefore judge you in' mieat, or in drink, orin reéspect: of an holy:
day, or of the new moon, cr of the sabbath days: -Whickate: a
shadow' of ' things to comie; but the body is.iof Christ” (Col:
2:16, 17). - s s st s s e Lntiony

Zbial

Prsh e : S

<= - When Christ Jesus through the inspited. apostles and prophets)
(Eph. 3 : 5) gave the New Testament. law, - He ~included.. (theugh'
sometimes in other words) nine of. the ten.cofimandments. ‘Whichi
did He emit? = “Remember the. sabbath:day, to keep:1t “hely’%: :dt)
cannot :b: fouad in-the: New Testament; henoe;it:is not part-of the
New Testament law, just as offering sacrifices and refraining; ; from;
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pork is not. In the New Testament age the disciples came together
upon the first day of the week, which is also called the “Lord’s
day” (Rev. 1210). = = 0 |

e,

THE NEW ETERNAL

- Of " the - two Covenarits, one has been removed—the one
containing the sabbath commandment—and one remains. *Is the
Néw Testament applicable to us today?  Yes! The Hebrew author
miakes it abundantly clear that Christ Jesus has been ‘made High
Priest forever (Heb. 5: 6; 10; 6 : 20; 7 : 17, 28). The New Testa-
ment, also called the gospel, is to be preached to all nations (Mk.
16 : 15, 16) and is said to endure forever (I Pet. 1:25). Paul
reminds: us that at the second coming, of Christ those who “Know
not.God and obey not the gospel”. shall be punished (2 Thes. 1 : 8,
9),-and John adds that whosoever irangresseth, and abideth not
in.-the doctrine of Christ -hath not (God” (2 John9).. These
statements encompass all, including thos¢ alive today and
toMOrrow. . - : - ‘L

e ~ CONCLUSION

.. At one point in history the Jews were commanded to keep the
sabbath day.. Later, in the New: Testament age, we find “For . the
priesthood being changed, there is. made of necessity a change-also
of:the law (Heb. 7 :.12). The law. which contained the sabbath
commandment has been forever nailed to the cross of Christ,
taken out of the way. God did not see fit to make sabbath obser-
vance a part of the New Testament, but rather He did. authorize
meeting upon the first day of the week—to partake of the Lord’s
supper, to “lay by in store” (give), to sing (Eph. 5: 19), to pray
(@ Tim. 2:8), ‘and to hear preaching (Acts 20: 7). :The New
Testament law is binding upon all:men forever, and it teaches. that'
Keeping the sabbath (Saturday) is no longer required (Col. 2 : 6),
bt rather: that Christians meet upon the first day of the week.
Sunday. is the proper day for assembling to worship: - Let us all

befaithfal, . v i Lo
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“Let not your heart be troubled: ye beheve in God, believe also
in me. In my father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so,
I would have told yon.i. I g0:tG prepare.a place for you. And if I
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you
untoi myself;: that :where I am, there ye;miay be also® :(Jné. 14:1-3).
““For. we know that if the- earthly house-of our: tabernacle - be- dis-
solved,: we-have. a building :fromi:God, 4 house not: made with
hands, eternal, in the heavers.:.;For we must-all:beé made manifest
before the judgment-seat of Christ; that each one may receive the
things done in the ‘body accordmg to what he hath’ done, Whether
it be good ‘or bad” (Il Cor. "5:1, 10).” “Beloved, now are we
children of God, and it is not yet made 'manifest what we shall
be. We know that, if he shall be manifested, we shall be like him;
for we shall see him even as he is. And every one that "hath this
hope set on him punﬁeth himself, even as he is pure” a John 3
2 3) ‘ :

As we journey to the end of life’s little day, it is especlally
appropriate to'examine the Christian’s hope of heaven.” The moré
mterest we have in heaven the bettér our opport‘umty of reachmg

“The more we know about heaven the greater our mterest will
become :

»HE"AVE'N 5 REAL

Heaven is not ‘a' mere fancy speculation. " Christ has taught
us.that there is indeed such a place. He emphatxcally and definitely

declared: “In my Father’s house ‘are many ‘mansions.” Jesus was
truth, and He knew the truth." He came from heaven, and He tells
us in fact that “In my Father’s house are: many’ beautiful ‘dwelling
places:” ‘He then added, “If it were fiot so, I would have told ; you.”
Being Truth He could not deceive. He says in effect: “If I had
come to earth, and finding that you cherished a hope of life beyond
the grave, a hopé-that never ¢ould be reallzed I would -net  allow
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you to go m sqch de tion: If it 1 would have
told you. I d-qfof alfo d‘tgbdn § ecerved How
much our Lord said in these'feyv words, and how comforting they
are! To live in heaver'thfougHotit-enternity is a blessed privilege
beyond description. ““Thou shalt shew me the path of life; in thy
presence is fullness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for
‘evermore.” (Ps: 16: 11).:\1» -;g SCIEEENS IS i HETHR TR TN

S PR P

HEAVEN 5 DESIRABLE RN

TR P RO sleg o snpepie Dol G
1 I desu'e to: go to hseaven ‘because I oanrimake it iirines:I may
have: an. interest : in.:some things iini this life: that I cannot accom-
plish; ‘but know that I can make heaven- min'e i 1. know that I-can,.
for Jesus said that'I could (Jno 14 1-4) S miteL e

’ i 2_ I desrre to g0 to heaven because of the type of p]aq_e that
1t is. “And he shewed me a pure river of \water of lifg, . clear as
crysta] proceedmg ont of the throne of . God and of the Lamb In
there mhe trce of hfe, whlch bare twelve mannqr of frurts, and
yrelded her fruxt every month and the Ieaves of the tree, were for
the healing of the nation. And there shall be no more curse: ‘but
the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it: and his servants
shall serve him: And they -shall see his face; and his name. shall be
in, thelr foreheads. "And thex:e shall be no. mght there; and  they
need no- candle, neither light of. thc sun;. for the Lord God giveth
them hght. and they shall Teign for ever.and . ever” (Rev. .22:1-5).

“And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and. there
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall
there be any more pain: for:the. for}ner things are passed away’”

(Rev. 21:4). “And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing
that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh
a lie: but they which are written in the. Lamb’s book of life” (Rev.

21:27).,. “And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest.. And -he said
to me, These are they which came; out:of great tribulation, and
have washed. their robes, and made them white.in. the blood of the
Lamb” (Rev. 7:14). Heaven is more wonderful than our fondest
dreams' : :

3, I;dssi,r,c»to go to heaven because heaven is eternal. Incorrup-
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tible-treasures are there. Jesus said: “Lay not up for' yourselves
treasures upon the earth, where moth and rust consiime, and
wheré thieves break through and steal: but lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth consurtie,
and where thieves do not break through nor ‘steal” (Mt. 6:19," 20y.
In heaven we shall receive an eternal weight of glory (II' Cor.
416, 18). We shall obtain an eternal abode'ifi' heaven (I Cor.,
5:1). . Poresee ey ’Jif'.\,}

4. 1 desire to go to heaven because it is a placé of ¢omfort.
Job said: “There the wicked cease from troubling; and ‘theré ™ the
weary be at rest” (Job 3:17)," -« < ¢ - CUE T ETon

5. I desire to' go to heaven ‘because it is'a“place-of §weet
associations. Christ said, “Where I am, there ye may be also”
(Jno. 14:3). In addition to Christ, the Father, the Holy Spirit and
dll of the angels, all who. have 'done the- will of . God - from ghe
beginning of time until the end of the same will be there, Jesus
affirmed this: “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that dogth the will
of my Father which is in heayen” (Mt, 7:21), ,.In heaven we. shall
see loved ones of former days. “But now he is dead; wherefore
should I fast? can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he
shall not return to me.” 2 Samuel 12:23, o T

T R RS F= P T

6. 1 desire to go to heaven because it is a place of _g"rj_é;‘{a{t
rewards. Great is our reward in heaven (Mt. 5:11, 12). 'Heaven
is an incorruptible. inheritance (1 Pet.. 1:4). As we near, our
journey’s end we should , be able to stay with Pagl: “Hen céforth
there s Jaid up for me a crows of righteousness, which (b Lot
the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to. me .only,
but unto all them also that love his appearing” (I Tim., 4:8),

la)ji:i.l

. CONCLUSION

| IR Vi

- Heaven is real, there is such a place! The decade of the. 70%s
has passed, and we are now in the decade. of the 80’s. . ;For magy
of s this decade will determine whether we shall bein heaven or
in hell throughout eternity, This year-, of 1982 coyld, deermipe
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it, and conceivably this day or hour could determine it. There is
no doubt, dear reader, that you are at the crossroads of life. .To
become a Christian, the alien sinner must hear and believe. the
gospel (Acts 15:7-9; Heb. 11:6); repent of sins (Lk. 13:3); Confess
Christ. before men (Mt. 10:32; Rom. 10:10); and the final step:for
the-alien sinner is to be baptized into Christ (Gal. 3:27). . The
unfaithful child of God must repent, confess his sins, and pray to
God for forgiveness (Acts 8:22).

. God invites.us to a great feast, and there we shall know each
other (Lk. 13:29). God has not. invited to this feast those who
could not know each other. Each person should ask himself  the
question: “Am I nearer to heaven today than I was a year ago?”
Let.us remember: ““Heaven will surely be worth it all.”

Tl o B X

‘Who Are The Children Of God ?

" God has always been very specific in His dealing with man.
His identity and will was clearly made known to Adam and Eve
ih Eden; to Noah concerning the ark; to Israel as to how they
‘would ‘march and camp in the forty ~years of wilderness
wanderings. God named the place and time for the beginning of
His church: “in the last days,” i.e. Pentecost, 33 A.D.; and in
"J’_t;:'rli'salem‘ori Mt. Zion (Dan, 2:44; Isa. 2:2,3; 28:16; Zech. 1:16).

*7 God, is very specific in knowing and 16cating His ¢hildren:
“the Lord knoweth them that are his” (2 Tim. 2:19). * God, it is
certain, knows who His children are. ‘We should ‘seek knowledge
of ‘God that we too $might know that we are His children. The
children of God are those who have: " S
- PASSED FROM DEATH TO LIFE

207 @py 'the' day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die”
{Gefl. 217). The pronouncement ' of God to Adam was, “‘sin is
dedith],’ ““Thie’ wages of sin is death—the soul that sinneth, it Shall
die™ (Rom. 6:23; Bzék 18:4). “And you, being dead in your sins—
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you hath he quickened who were dead in trespasses and sins!!
(Col. 2:13; Eph. 2:1). y ERCENTHR it

Death is separation, Physical death is the. separation of the
spirit of life from the fleshly body (James 2:26). - Spiritual death
is the separation of man from God.- . Sin is that which.causes that
separation. It separated Adam :from . God;*“Therefore the Lord
God sent him forth from the garden of Eden....:.50. he' drove iout
the man” (Gen. 3:23,24).. I . S R

- o : (Be R TS Y
Then, there is a sense in -which: repentance toward: sin isia
death. Repentance, the determination to for sake the way. hof " sin
and serve Satan no longer is to die, or be separated, from the
wilful service to sin... Paul speaks of his former relationship,to sin
(the old Saul, of Tarsus, enemy of Christ) and his death.to sin;
“knowing this, that our old man,is crucified with him, that the
body of sin- might be destroyed—1 am crucified . with - Christ”
(Rom. 6:6; Gal. 2:20). That which is dead is fit to be byried,
One dead in sin; that one being dead to sip, is one fit to be buried
also. The Apostle speaks of his burial in Romans six, in verse
thres;” “know ye ‘not, that so many of us s were baptized fnto
Jesus Christ were baptized into, his death ?’ Thereforg,, we are
buried with him by baptism into death......” The sinner, dead jin
sin, is in the act of baptism buried as one dead. From that grave
of water the sinner is raised to “walk in newess of life,” or to walk
as a new. creature, born again unto everlasting life.\(Rop: 6:4).

In the act of baptism, one who believes Christ to be the Son
of God, repenting of his sins, passes from death unto spiritual life
as a born again child of God.

FREE FROM BONDAGE, SERVANTS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

.- Man; serves . one master or-another. ‘Thete iare sonly two
masters  man may:serve; either “sini unto::desith (Satan); of of
obedience unto righteousness’ (Rom. 6:16). - Man: wilfully submits
his. service unto one or the other, he cannot serve both: (Matt.
6:24). .o o - R EERE Sl LR T AIM I E R

.l
it

:~The.child of God is one who,= having-beefr:the-sérvén& ‘of: sify,
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Has “obeyed from the heart that form: of doctrine...... Being: thei
made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness”
(Rom. 6:17,18). The word form carries the idea of a cast, a mold.
That. which is.in the mold; or form; takes the image:of the-mold,
The ““fornx of . doctfine’* is .basically “that Christ died” for: our
sins..:...was: buried; ‘and. rose. again.” -This is the gospel that
was! preached, - géceived by the - hearers, that on which they stood;
and that. by’ which they . were. saved ‘from ‘their sin. (I Cor:
15:1-4). It is not that they merely believed:this’doctrine, but they
had “obeyed that form of doctrine” and in so doing had freed
themselxves of sin and become servants of rlghteousness or children
ofGod : TR LU
! i : : [

Baptlsm is'the “form of doctrine” that was obeyed Baptlsm
¢ast " ofié’ in the mold “of Christ’s death, burial and resurrectlon

Agaii,’ Romans 6:3,4, “were baptlzed ‘into his death......buried
with him by baptlsm.;....ralsed up from the dead walk 1n newness

offife”

.o FE - AN

e In baptlsm one passes from death mto llfe, from bondage to
‘Siitati urito’ setvice to God These are known to' God as His born
again ch“lldren These aré the chlldren of God

D . """‘“‘5
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How May IBe A Chrlstran‘?

Jolm Bagget

€7/7 i HEAR GOD'S WORD

.1 Romans0:14-18—*‘How. then shall they.call on himin whom
fthey) have not believed? and how shall they believe in him. of whom
they.have inot heard? and how shall they hear without: a preacher?
And how:shall they preach, except they be.sent?  Asit is. written,
How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace}
and bring glad tidings of good things! But they have not obeyed
the gospel.. . For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath.believed ‘our report?
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So then faith cometh by hearing and hearing by, the,word of God.

But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their. sound. went
into.all the earth, and their words unto the end of the world.” «:. .,

" 'BELIEVE IN CHRIST . .

-John 20:31—“‘But these are written, that ye might believe  that
Jesus: is the Christ, the Son of God;.and that believing ye might
have life through his name.” John.3:16 —“For God so loved-.the
world, that he gave his only begotten. Son, that-whosoever belieyeth
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” :Acts 516313 1mm
“And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt
be saved, and thy house.” Hebrews 11:6—*But without faith it is
impossible to please him: for he that cometh to Ged must . believe
that he is; and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek
him.”

REPENT OF PAST SINS

Luke 13:3—“I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye'shdll all
likewise perish.” - Acts 2:38—*“Then'Peter said unto them, ‘Repent,
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Chfist . for
the remission’ of sins, and ye shall. receive the gift of thezHoly
Ghost.” - Acts 17:30—“And the times .of this’ ighoranceii:God
winked at; but now commandeth all men everywhere to repent:* .

CONFESS FAITH IN CHRIST =~ 1"

. Ly : B PR R T

Matthew 10:32 —*“Whosoever ‘therefore shall "confess': me ' befofe
men, him will I confess also before my Father which'is in heaven.”
Acts 8:37—“And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heagt
thou mayest. And he answered and said, T believe that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God.” RN ‘ o

" BE BAPTIZED (IMMERSED) INTO CHRIST FOR-THE
R ' REMISSION' OF SINS. ! :

o ol
T "
o0 h

" Mark 16:16—“He that believeth- and is  baptized -shall be
saved; but he that believeth not shail be damned.”" Acts 2:3§—-
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““Then Peter sa1d unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of
yotiin the namé of Jesus Clirist for the remission 6f sins, and ye
shall recéive thé gift of the Holy Ghost.”  Also read Acts 8:36-38.
. Romans 6:3 4—“Know,_ye not, that so many of us as were baptized
into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are
buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was
raised up ‘from the dead by ‘the glory of the Father, even SO we
also should walk in: netwness of life.”’ I Peter 3: 21—-“The like figure
Whereurito even ‘baptism doth: also now save us (not the: phttmg
aWay of the filth' of the flesh; but the answer of a-good conscnence
toward God) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” -
rr A

ot

Our ResponS|b|I|ty To Truth

Grady Miller

. Many years ago a'scholar by the name of George Campbell
wrote, <Pruth has been in:all my inquiries, and still is my great
aim. ‘To her I am ready to sacrifice every personal consideration;
but am determined not, knowingly, to sacrifice her to anything.”
Certainly, truth is precious; the dxscovery of truth will be fitting
reward for the search.

While all truth is precious,- it must be emphasized that the
truth of the word of God knows no equal. We read in John 17:17,
“Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.” Jesus
declared in: John 8:31; “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall:make you free.” Truly, “blessed is the people that - know
the joyful sound: they shall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy coun-
tenance” (Psalm 89:15).

Consider for a moment our responsibility concerning; God’s
truth. What must we do with:it? ‘What do we owe it? To begin
with, we must believe the truth. Paul warned the Thessalonians
that some would. be lost in the hereafter because they would receive
a' ‘“strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: That they all



27

might be damned who believed not the truth......” (2 Théss.
2:11;12). - On the other hand, the saved are' “‘choseh t0 ‘salvation
through sanctlﬁcatlon of the Spirit and behef of the truth”f
(Verse 13). -

Next, we must also obey the truth. It is not just a matter of
believing the truth in order to be saved; we must also keep the
truth and walk in it. Jesus said, “Yea rather, :blessed are they
that hear the word of God, and keep it. (Luke 11:28). In Galatia
some disciples had been bewitched by false teachers to the extent
that they would not “obey the truth” (Gal. 3:1); the apostle Paul
affirmed that these were “fallen from grace” (Gal. -5:4). The aged
dpostle John declared, ‘I have no' greater joy than to hear: that my
children walk in truth”. (III John 4). We may be assured ‘today’
that; if we walk in thls truth also, wé may walk in the glory of
our Lord. SR

Furthermore, we.are commanded to proclaim the truth Paul
exhorted the Christians in Ephesus to “speak the truth in love™..
(Ephesians 4:15). We have neither the commission nor ‘the
authority -to preach the commandments of men. No one has the'
right to bind the theories, opinions and dogmas of mammon upon.
us. Instead, we must declare the “whole counsel of God?” (Acts
20:27). R

And then, finally, we are duty bound to defend the truth.
Too many have the attitude that we should preach the truth as we
know it and let everyone else preach what they will. Several fine
and sincere people believe that we ought not argue about the BlbIe
We contend, however, that we ought to imitate the preachmg of
Jesus, Paul, Peter, James and a host of other Spirit-filled men of
God; ‘they argued about the. truth of God’s word! Hear Paul in
Galatians 2:5,%......false brethren unawares: (were) brought in, who
came in privily to spy out our liberty which we have in Chnst
Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage: To whom we gave
place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the
gospel might continue with you.” No sir!" Paul would not be
intimidated by those who opposed his ministry. Instead, he made
a stand and fought for the truth of the gospel! Today, we too must
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“‘earnestly contend for the:faith” (Jude 3). - ;

n:i1 My, friends; ~we' - must - believe ithe truth, obey : .the truth,
proclaim the truth, and defend the truth against her enemies,
Would to God all mankind could rise up and declare with the
Psalmist, ““I have chosen the way of truth: THY JUDGMENTS
HAVE I laid before me” (Psalm 119:30).

'Se|f+Examinat,ion

Rogér Shiflet

]

!-::7One important duty of each Christian is constant self examina-
tion spiritually.: Paul said, ‘“‘But let a-man examine himself......”
(I Gerinthians 11:28). ; -

i, Self-examination helps us have the right attitude toward other
people. One time the Pharisees (a Jewish religious sect) brought to.
Jesus a woman who had been taken in the act of adultery. The
Pharisees wanted to see what Jesus’ judgment of her would be. But
their main purpose was to test Jesus so they could accuse him. The
Oid- Testamént had demanded that such a womar be putto death.
Jesus, however, said, “He that is without sin among you. let him first
cast astone at her” (John 8:7). He was telling them that, instead of
concentrating their concern on the sins of other people, they should
first examine themselves. When they did this, they saw their own
sinfulness and were ashamed of their lack of compassion for the
sinful woman.

Furthermore, a person should examine himself to make sure
that hie is living as God: wants him to live. In'11 Corinthians 13:5,
the Bible says, ‘“‘Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith;
proye [test] your own selves.”” God wants us to live lives of soberness,
and godliness. Sometimes, though, the lure of sin is very strong,
and ‘'we 'do what is wrong. If we examine ourselves every day, that
will help:us to put away sin from our lives and to embrace righteo-
usness. - : :

ti liNWhen' a ‘petson examines himself, he should compare himself
with the standard which God has set forth in the Bible. ~“For not
he that commendeth himself is approved but whom the Lord commen-
deth” (11 Corinthians 10:18).

.. ‘Christian, when was the last time you took a good look at
yourself spiritually ? Are your thoughts, actions, attitudes, and
words under Christ’s control? Are your priorities in the right place?
Noéw would be a good time to ‘‘examine yourself” to make sure
Christ isistill first in your life. : -
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Radio Sri Lanka Broadcasts

ENGLISH—The Voice of Truth—Speakers : Reggie
Gnanasundaram J.C. Choate, John Stacy.
All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of
Truth, Post Box 3815, New Delhi 110049,

Mondays—9 : 00 to 9 : 15 P.M.
Wednesdays—9 : 00 to 9: 15 P.M.

HINDI—Satya Susamachar—Speaker : Sunny David.
All correspondence should be sent to Satya-
Susamachar, Post Box 3815, New Delhi 110049.

Tuesdays—9 : 00 to 9 : 15 P.M.
Thursdays—9: 00 to 9 : 15 P.M.
Fridays—9 : 00 to 9 : 15 P.M.
Sundays—1:30 to 1 : 45 P.M.

TELUGU—The Voice of Truth--Speaker : Joshua Gootam,
All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of
Truth, Post Box 80, Kakinada 533001.

Sundays—2:30t0 2 :45 P.M.
Tuesdays—2 : 30to 2 : 45 P.M.
Thursdays—2 : 30 to 2 : 45 P.M.
Fridays—2 :30to 2: 45 P.M.
Saturdays—2 : 30 to 2 : 45 P.M.
TAMIL—The Way of Truth—Speaker : P.R. Swamy.

All correspondence should be sent to The Way of
Truth, Post Box 3301, Bangalore 560033

Tuesdays—5:30to 5: 45 P.M.
Thursdays—6 : 45 to 7 : 00 P.M.
Fridays—6 :45t0 7: 00 P.M.

MALAYALAM—The Voice of Truth—Speaker :
John Chandy.
All correspondence should be sent to Church of Christ,

Thevally, Quilon—9 (Kerala),

Tuesdays—3 : 45 to 4 : 00 P.M.

Fridays—3 : 45 to 4 : O0P.M.

ALL ARE ENCOURAGED TO LISTEN

Bible Correspondence Courses and Christian Literature
are available in these different languages from the
addresses listed. Also the radio sermons are available in
book form.
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