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- Get Orgamzed

Every. group must be properly organized if 1t is going-to be
efficient and get its job done. This is true in the business world,
in the field of education, and all other -aréas of - endeavour, - This
is also true in religion. Christ recognized this in building his
church. Although he is the head (Ephesians 5:23; Colossians!1:18),
he directed that each congregation of the church would be inde-

~pendent with its own elders and deacons to give leadetshnp onia
local level. It would be necessary for the elders and deacons to
meet -certain qualifications before they could serve. (l Timothy
3; Titus 1). -Once appointed, the elders would have the responsi-
- bility of providing spiritual food for the members, keeping error
out, strengthening the weak, seeing that the needy are cared for,
disciplining the’ unfaxthful and leading the church on to spiritual -
maturity. Beyond its own immediate needs would be the urgency
of taking the gospel to the lost.. The work of the deacons would
‘be primarily to assist the elders and to-see to it that their efforts
were carried out. To.make certain that no congregation ended
up with a dictator, then the scriptures state that there mustbe two
- or more men in the local church that can:meet the qualifications
for being elders before they.can be appointed. . The samie is trug
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with the deacons. Even as elders, the scriptures say that they
are ‘not ‘to drive members, but rather, they are to lead. Peter
wrote, ““The - elders which are among you I exhort, who am also
an‘elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a par-
taker of the glory that shall be revealed : Feed the flock. of God
‘which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by
constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind;

Neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but being ensamples - A

to -the- fiock. --And- when. the -chief Shephered shall appear, ye
shall receive a .crown of glory ‘that fadeth not away.” (1 Peter
5:1- 4) .

But ‘what about those congregations that are young, or yet
they are small; and- they. do not have men that are qualified to be
elders and deacons ? Then obviously they cannot have elders and
deacons.: Not _only: s0, but it is better to function without elders
if there are no qualified men to be appointéd to such offices_ than -
- to appoint those who are not qualified and then for them to- abuse

and misuse the offices ‘that they hold. There is just one thing
worse than not having qualified elders and deacons and thatis
having . unqualified’ men appointed ‘to these offices.’ But in the
case of where a.congregation is unable to have elders and deacons
then there.is. just one alternative and that is for the men of the
congregation to give leadership to the work. In that case it would
be necessary for them to teet from time to time to -discuss their
needs, - their work, and who will teach, preach, serve as the
treasurer,-and so on.. :These meetings are usually called business
meetings..’ Maybe one or two will be asked to see to it that some-
one is called on to lead in ‘prayer at-the appropriate time and that
athers:are asked:to wait-on the Lord’s Table each week. Perhaps
the.:men - will agree that another one or two be asked to supervise.
the: teaching program and their job would be to see it that qualified
teachérs be asked-to'teach the various classes. Sometimes these
are- 'called . committies. - Rather .than .to have all seeing ‘about
these matters, and for some of it to be done at the last minute,
and’for confusion to.come out of such practices, or for it not to
be:.done -at. all, then in a situation like this, it is usually wise to
‘appoint-one- or:two, or more to do these specific tasks. Other
such::committies: can be- formed to take care of other phases of ’
the, wark, depeﬂdmg on:the men: avallable and the need fqr such, -

-
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- In a congregation, even a small congregation, it is amazing
at all of the many things that must be done. For instance,
decisions have to be made as to when the church will meet and |
what time it 'will begin each meeting. Then once such decisions
" are ‘made then they should be followed. When they are not then

the members and especially visitors, get the impression that the
congregation is not very well organized, that they are not serious
about what they are doing, and therefore the work will be hurt. If
the leaders are not decisive in such matters then the members will
lose confidence in those who are serving. :

Then- there needs to be an orgamzed eﬂ'ort so that all of the
faithful men of the congregation  can be used. The ladies can
also be used by being asked to prepare the bread and fruit of the
vine for the Lord’s Supper, toteach children’s classes, to teach
the women of ‘the church, to help with personal work, to-show
hospltahty to visitors, and to help in various other ways.

As to the more 1mportant work of the church, such as in the
area of evangehsm, the leaders need to plan for gospel meetings,
spec1a1 classes to train the members in preaching and teaching,
filmstrip showmgs, visiting the snck _and needy, as well as the
unfaithful and members in general, doing personal work in the -
area, arranging meetings in other parts of the city, and even out-
side of the city, helping with special needs as they arise, and as
the congregation is able to assist, both with physical needs and in
preaching the gospel. Why not be planning for.the day when- the
church will have its own meeting house and when'there will be
men in the congregation who can be appointed as elders and ‘
deacons ? Why. not be thinking about, and working toward the
day, that the _church‘ can fully support oné or more men, and
perhaps before that on a part time basis.

The church, locally -and worldw:de, has a great work to da, -
Time is important and there are over four billion people to take
the gospel to. How are we going to be able to do that ? We
must vision, faith, zeal, courage; and determination. But we also
must be organized so that as Christians we can work together to
accomplish the most good possible. By loving one another, sharing.
responsibilities, and working together, we -can accompl;sh far
more than. we would éver be able to do otherwise, Of course if

r
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will require individually and collectively our time, our money, and
even our very lives, but what better cause could we give ourselves
to ? When we put God first, and count souls as being the most
valuable possessions in the world, and function as the Lord
intended for his church to function; then we will go on to the
victory that God has promlsed to give us, both in this world and
in"the world to come.

_ Also, as individual Christians we need to be organized. We
- need to discipline ourselves to save our time and money so that -
they can be more wisely used. 'We need to have our priorities so
that our emphasxs may be major things instead of minor ones.
We need to know what v,We believe and why we believe it. We
need to practice what we preach. We need to know where we
‘belong in our families, in our community, and in the church, and
proceed to be as productive ‘as possible in these areas for the
cause of -Christ. Our lives can be rich, rewarding, and useful if
we give ourselves to the Lord and his cause or we can throw them
away and waste them on worthless things, May God help us to
put our lives in order, set a good example for those around us,
and give ourselves unreservedly as a living sacrifice to him who
has served us and given us the hope of eternal life.

» ass@m jate

What Think Ye Of The Church ?

. Before Chnst promxsed to build or establish the church, he
asked his disciples, what people thought about him. They told him
that some thought that you are John the Baptist, and others say

-that you are Elias or Jeremiah or one of the prophets. Jesus then .

asked them : “But whom say ye that I am ?” Simon Peter, one of
the disciples, answered; “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
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living God.” Jesus told him,“Blessed-art thou, Simon Barjona :
for flesh and blodd hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father
which is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, that thou art Peter,
and upon this rock (the confession, that Christ is the Son of the ltvmg ’
God) I will. build my church; and the gates of hades shall not

* prevail aginst it.” (Matthew 16:15-18). A little later, at Matthew
22:42 Jesus asked some Pharisees, “what think ye of Christ ?”
The Pharisees said that Christ was the son of David, who was the
second kmg of the Israelites. But Jesus reminded them that David
had confessed Christ his Lord; and then he asked the Pharisees, “If
David then call him Lord, how is he his son?” (Matthew
22:45).

Just as people then misunderstood Christ, many today mis-
understand his church. ‘We hear people say today, “Join the church
of your choice,” and, “One church is as good as another.” This
shows how much people are ignorant about the church of Christ’
today. I say, the church of Christ, because Christ said he would
~ build HIS church. According to the Bible Christ himself adds people
to the church. It says, “the Lord added to the church daily such
as should be saved.” (Acts 2:47). The Lord has commanded what
man must do to be saved (Mark 16:16), and he knows who are the
saved, he himself then adds them to his church. This means then

© that there are no saved people outside of the church of Christ.

All the saved ones are in his-church, since he'adds the saved to.
“the church daily. The Bible also-says that the. church is the house
or the family of God. (1 Timothy 3:15). When one is born ina
family he becomes a member of that partlcular family.  He doesn’t
- have a choice; can’t choose which family he should become a
member of. The birth decided his membership to the family. -

Likewise, when one is born. again, born of water and of the Spirit,
as Jesus instructed in.John 3:3,5, by obeymg the truth, the word
of God (1 Peter: 1:22,23), he becomes a member of God’s family,
the -church, not by choice, but by birth. The church that Jesus
Christ built cannot be joined, because it is not like a club, or a
human organization. The word church means: ““a body of the
people who have been called out and are set apart.” The church
of Christ is made up of the group of people of all the world who
have obeyed the truth, God’s word, and have thus become saved,
that is, their sins have been forgiven. When one is saved today, -
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-by "doing what Christ has comnianded one must do to be saved :
then at the same time he becomes ‘a member of the church. of
Christ, because Christ adds to his church dally such as should be
saved as we read in Acts 2:47.

: We don’ t say that one God is as good as another Neither
do we say that one Lord.is as good as another. Because we know
~ that the Bible says that there is but only one God and’ only one'
Lord .(Ephesians 4:5, 6). But the Bible also says that there is
but only one church. 'In Ephesians 4:4, we read, - “There is one
body.’. This one body is identitied as the church in Ephesians
1:22,23. It says, God, “hath put all things under his (Christ’s)
feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church,
which is his body.. ..” The apostle Paul in I Corinthians 12:13
said, “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body.” He
is'not talking here about the baptism of the - Holy Spirit, but 'is
* saying that we were all led to be baptized by one Spirit, the Spirit; '
- of God as He directed through the written word. (2 Timothy 3:16).-
But notice, he says, we were all baptized into one body. The
people on the day of Pentecost were told to repent and be baptized
for the forgiveness of sins. When they did this then their sins were
forgiven, they were saved, and the Lord then added them to the
church, as we have noficed. already from Acts 2:47. They were all
added by the Lord to the same church. In other words they were
all baptized into one body. Jesus Christ built only one church and-
he adds all the saved people to his one church only. Now, since
there is only one .church according to the Bible, therefore it is
foolish to say, “one church is as good as another.” While discuss-

" ing about the church as the body, we also notice that the apostle
Paul in Ephesmns 5:23 said that Christ is the saviour of the body.
And since the body is the church therefore it means that Christ
is the saviour of the church. True, one can be saved outside
of a church (denommatlon) which established since the
beginning of the Roman Catholic. church, and it may be said
‘about them that one denominational church is as good as another.
But this is not true about the church of the Bible, the church .that
Jesus built and purchased with his own blood (Acts 20:28). Like
_ it .or mnot, but the Bible teaches that one must be in the church of
Christ, in the body of Christ, to be saved. Because Chnst is .the
Savxour of the body. Are you in h1s body ? : ~
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Who Is My Judge? "

Phillip Gray

'The late Bertrand Russell, notable British- charipion * of
~ anteism, charged the Bible with numerous contradictions; of which, -
he contended, Matthew 7:1, 2 and John 7:24 afford an ‘bbvious
example. In the first citation, Jesus is recorded as saying, “Judge
not, that ye be not judged. For. with what judgment ye judge, ye
shall be judged: and with what measure ye. mete, 4t shall be
measured to you again,” In the second, it is reported that he
said, “Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous
judgment.” Upon examination of these passages, “However; - one '
can see that Russell simply misunderstood the :meanings {(or just
willfully wrested them) in order to make a point. C

Often we hear people say, “I can’t condemn anyone or any
church for teaching error since, after all, didn’t Jesus say, ‘Judge -
not, that ye be not judged? ” “Like Russell, £he one making such
an argument apparently misunderstands the’ teaching ‘of these
verses.. : o SR

b

_ In Matthew 7:1, 2, Jesus was condemning *‘capricious judg-
ments and petty faultfinding” We know  he must have meant
. this since he himself qualifies it by saying, “Judge not ACCORD-
ING TO APPEARANCE, but judge righteous judgment” (John
7:24). So, the kind of. judgment we are forbidden to make is a
premature; rash or unfounded assessment of _so,meo'ne?s:' character
or motives on the basis of insufficient evidence (or, the way these
might appear to us).’ o i f

Can we ever judge, legitimately, whether or not any gi_vexi
doctrine of any person or church is really false, or should. we .
- always withhold judgment? Scripture answers: “Belov_ed;'béliéve ‘
not every spirit, but prove the spirits whether they are of God;
because many false prophets are gone out into the world” (I John
4:1); and again, ‘‘Prove all things; hold fast to that which is gaod”
(I Thess. 5:21). How are we to. “prove” the spirits (teachings) or
“all things” and yet, withhold judgment? Obviously, we are to
prove, or judge, religious beliefs achrdirig‘ to “righteous judg-
ment.” (Incidentally, it is interesting to see the vehemence with
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which proponents of the “hon-judgment” view judge those who
allow for the ‘““righteous judgment” view). Righteous judgment
is-according to the standard of scripture (Psalm 119:172). God is
the author of scripture (IF Tim. 3:16, 17). Therefore, man is not

the judge; but Godis, and through scripture has furnished us.

- with a standard by which to discern his righteous judgment on
any issue.’ ) -

Unity In Faith Demanded -

'. ’Diversity in opinion can be good. Diversity in faith is

condemned by God. The prayer that thanks God for so many
churches so one may join the church of his choice is a false

prayer. It is based upon the assumption a person has the right

to believe anything in religion. This attitude confuses ffeedo_m
with right.

From the dawn of creation God has given man freedom,' but-

not the right to do contrary to his will. Adam and Eve had the
freedom to_eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, but not
the right. When they exercised their freedom and. ate the
forbidden fruit, they were cast out of the garden of Eden never to
. return, (Gen. 3:1-29). ' : -

GOD, IN HIS WORD, HAS GIVEN MAN A PLAN OF
SALVATION. Similar plans have been devised by man. A
counterfeit salvation is ‘no better than a counterfeit dollar bill.
Neither has any value, though similar to the original.

People are often confused because their leaders tell them that
they cannot understand the Bible. Therefore _they ‘illogically
conclude anything in the name of religion is alright.. The inspired
Paul commanded, **Wherefore be ye not unwise but understanding
what the will of the Lord is.” (Eph. 5:17). The same author states,
“How' that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery;
(as I wrote afore in few words, whereby, when ye read ye may
“understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ)”. (Eph. 3:3-4).
Jude writes of “‘our common salvation”. (Jude 3).

- Salvation. involves the divine part and man’s part'." God,

Christ and the Holy Spirit have done their part. .God gave his
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'Sen. Christ liv‘ed’the perfect eXami)Ie and gave'hiAs life upon the
cross. The Holy Spirit revealed and confirmed “the word of God
through inspired men. But God requires man to meet certain

terms of obedience. (Heb. 5:8-9). The alién sinner must believe

(Heb. 11:6; John.8:24; Mk. 16:16), repent of hissins (Lk. 13:3;
Acts 2:38; Acts 3:19; Acts 17:33;-11 Pet. 3:9), confess faith in Christ
before men (Rom. 10:9-10), and be baptized into Christ (Rom.
(6:3-4; Gal. 3:27). . The Lord adds the saved to the church.
(Acts 2:47). e :

BEING A MEMBER OF THE CHURCH CHRIST ESTA-
BLISHED IS AN ESSENTIAL PART OF UNITY. Since the
Lord adds the saved to the church, the question naturally arises,
which Church? There was but one church until 606 A.D. It was
‘the Lord’s church. He promised it when Peter confessed him as
the Son of God. (Matt. 16:17-19). He purchased it wnth his blood ‘
(Acts 20:28).

The doctrine is revealed in the New Testament. The doctrme
of Christ, revealed by inspiration, furnishes man completely unto
every good work, (11 Tim. 3:16-17; 1I Pet 1:3).

.~ The Bible tells man the items of worship and mforms him
" how to worship. (Acts 2:42; 1-Cor. 11:23-24; I Cor. 16:1-2; Eph.

5:19; Col. 3:16, etc.). ““In spirit and in truth” (John 4:24) is the -
form worship must take. :

The Bxble also tells us how-God expects man to conduct hlS
- life in daily living. - Paul said, “‘see then.that ye walk circums-
pectly, not as-fools, but as wise.”” (Eph. 5:15).  James illustrates
the Christian. He said, “Pure religion and undefiled before God -

- and the Father is thls, to visit the fatherless and widows in their

-affliction,” and to keep himself unspotted from the world.” (Jas.
1:27). . , _

Paul wrote the Romans: “Now I beseech you, brethren mark
them which cause division and offenses contrary to the doctrine
which ye have learned; and avoid them” (Rom 16:17). Paul not
only indicates the possibility of _recognizing false doctrine but
commands the church to mark and turn away from those who
teach it. This action is essential to maintain the purlty of
doctrine and unity of the followers of Chnst
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To the Philippians Paul urged, *“Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be
like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one -
mind” (Phil. 2:2). To the Corinthians he said, “Now I beseech
you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all
speak the same ‘thing, and that there be no divisions among you, .
but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgment.” (I Cor. 1:10).

“MAY WE STRIVE FOR UNITY OF .ALL BELIEVERS
IN CHRIST! B

The Indesftr,uctable Kingdo'm |
R. W, Gi‘ay |

Events of the past several decades augur no real hope for an
era of peace in the world. Saneness, fair play, integrity—essential
1ngred1ents for stability—are seldom found among world leaders.
Therefore we face a future filled with anxiety, as fear.of carnal

conflict- remains an imminent prospect.

This generation has witnessed some of the most awesome,
earth shaking crimes the world has known. From the time of
" the assasination of America’s President Kennedy in 1964 to the
" assasination of Egypt’s President Sadat in 1981, the headlines

have been filled with such atrocities as threaten mternatlonal '

peace and security.

In addition to the increase in crime'is a deluge of obscemty,
filth, and an increase of immoral acts of every sort, including the
“Jegalized” murder of millions of innocent babies. Such defiance
of law and open rebellion against every moral known to a civilized
society’ will undermine and destroy us as a people. ~

Philosophers, theologlans, pohtlclans, and scientists have all
been heard regarding the “‘cause” and would-be ““cure” for our
-ills, But the stubborn fact pers1sts and the frightening truth is,
- our world, our nation, our society, is sick and dying. We are all
but overcome by the most destructive malady known to qu or
man, and that disease the Bible calls SIN. ‘fRightéous'ness



1L

- exalteth a' nation, but sin-is. a reproach to any people,”and,

““The: wicked shall be turned :into hell, and all the: natlons that"-'-’

forget God.” (Proverbs. 14:34; Psalms9: 17).

‘America has become the most powerful nanon mlhtarxly and .
matenally speaking, ever to -exist. But in this’ very powér. we .
may  discover -our greatest weakness. Wée have mistakenly feit
our :nation invincible. Events’ of the past few years, however,
underscore theé stark reality that we are extremely vulnerab]e to )

attack -from' forces from without that could mean almost ‘total

,anmhllatlon

* With such ominous clouds: hoverlng over us,’ Wlth the fear of .

erupting violence, bloodshed and- destruction ‘ever ‘before us, is
there any reason to face the’ future w1th confidence and hOpe T

If-our - nation,- the most powerfaul on eaxj_th is'not safe, 1s theref"

4 any place of- refuge or realm of secunty ?

The prophet in. the kmg s court env151oned a ‘ikmgdom that 5

shall not be destroyed” (Daniel -7:14). . "The writer of Hebrews "

exhorted that “reverence and’ Godly fear”. should characterize

those who were “receiving a kingdom that could not be. moved” ,
g g

(Eebrews "12: 28)." It is apparent that those who had come to a'__ '
sacrifice ‘that speaks better things than that of Abel, to Jesus the
mediator of a bétter covenant, to mount 'Zion, the city of the
lwmg God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and’ to the church. of the

ﬁrst-born, were the same believers then “‘receiving a kingdom- that

cannot be shaken or moved" (Hebrews 12: 22-28)

"Those who . nade up the church in Colossae were remmded:i:

~ that ;hey had been “dehvered from the power [exousia] of Satan,”.

. and had been “transalted into the kingdom [basileia] of God’s dear: .,

Son” (Colossians 1:13), In the same chapter and context the
- writer reminds them that they were in the body [soma] which is
Christ’s churoh’ [ekkIesza] (Colosslans s 18) To be in the *basileia
 of God” is to be”in thé “‘ekkiesia of God.” Those who have
embraced Jesus’ new covenant,. and. are thus under his “rule”,
.are in the church. God does not have a covenant people called

the “kingdom?" and another covehant: people called the: “‘chuirch”,
The:. gatés: of hell shall not: prevail against the church. - Thé king- *
' -dom fis: that. which. cannot: be moved (Matthew 16 18' HébreWs_

12:28)i. They are'one ad thesame.™ -+~ - - 0 -
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. As we see; the kingdoms of men fise and fall, witness the
executlon of world rulers, and the: removal of president§ and other
leaders by .the electorate, : we perceive' the transient naturé of
earthly power. But Daniel saw a kingdom that consumed _earthly
dominion, a kmgdom that would not be “left to another” (Daniel
2:44; T:14). This is the kmgdom that shall be delivered to-God
" (I Corinthians 15:24). Thls is the church against which the gates.
of heéll shall not prevall It is the body of believers that, will be.

‘presented to  Christ as a chaste .bride. (Ephesians: 525 26 H,.
Corinthians 11:2).

.. There is, then, a p]ace of safety. Those under the rule of
Christ are-saved and they are;safe. (Hebrews 13:5, 6). 1In the:.
heavenly Jerusalem, the city. of the Living God, one is numbered
with the “redeemed ” “the sancnﬁed ” ¢‘glorified,”” heaven .bound:
people of God, Whlle the kingdoms of earth pass away one:by
one, the kingdom of heaven remains. And there every troubled
soul may seek and find refuge. Noneare turned away who seek\
first the kingdom of God and Hxs nghteousness

The mdestructable kmgdom Danijel foreto]d the kmgdom -
into which the redeemed have been ‘translated i is not the i imaginary
millennium of . pseudo-fundamentahsts that may be expected on .
some lonesome tomorrow. , It is a present and grand realxty, He
who is* Lord, of lords and the King of kings now, reigns over'it in .
regal splendor (Acts 2:29- 36 Revelation 17;14; Ephe51ans 1 19-23)
All who have been born again are subjects init. (John 3:1-5).
Are you in that kingdom ? Do you sing in tnumphant praise the
songs of the redeemed ? ““I’vé anchored my soul in the haven' of
rest, 1’11 sail the wild seas o more: -The: tempest may’ sweep 0’ er
the w1ld stormy deep-In Jesus I’m safe evermore i '

The Burdens Of A Preacher

John Waddey

There is. .M0:. greater, grander work on earth than preachmg
the glorious gospel of Jesus; (Rom. 10: 15). . No vocation.is more -
grue]lmg and demandmg than. that of-a gospel minister:(JI Tim. -
1;11-12). There is no worker that Satan: hates more than Ged’s
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_ setvant. The ‘evil one will use every concelvabfe trick and toaI .

.to disrupt : the preacher’s work and dxscourage his efforts
(1L Cor. 2:11).

Every ‘man who enters the mmlstry of Christ should know ful! ‘
*‘well' the awesome weightiness of the task and the battle.be must
Wage Most men are prepared to pay that price. (Luke 14 :28-33).

There are some additional burdens often laid on preachers
that become unbearable for some.

‘I. There. is the burden of workmg with a non-suppOrtlve'
congregation. It is strange but true that many congregations
employ a man to work as their evangelist and then refuse to .~
respond to his leade,rshlp and sypport the work he attempts to do.
Many a preacher is burdened by a general apathy in the ehurch
towards their own needs and goals Often the man in the: pulpit
is confronted with hostility and negative criticism from the very
folks who asked him to help them serve God. Paul was, broken
y hearted by such ungrateful treatment. by his Cormthlan brethren.

' (II Cor 11:7-9). Bven more dlstressmg is - the desertlon -of
" 4 minister by his’ congregatlon when the war with sin..and. sihners
~grows hot and deadly Many a man has died with a crushed
. and broken spirit because. those who should have stood by his
" side in the conflict fled and. deserted him. : Jesus knew this bitter
cup’ ds did Paul. (Mk 14: 50 II Tim: 4:16)..

- Another such burden for God’s man is a lack of appreclatlon ‘

_ for his work -and - welfare by his brethren. It is a basic human
need to realize some ‘sense of appreexahon from those we serve.
- Ingratitude is inexcusable. Yet- many ‘a church has shown such
disdain for a brother’s efforts that he walked out of the pulpit
never to return.. While we would not excuse his abandonment :

~of his post neither can we excuse this 1ingratitude for one who
faithfully taught them-God’s truth. (Acts 20:27).

- IL : There is _the burden of a non-Supportlve eldershlp.
. Elders ask a man to work with them so that God’s will can be
. done in their congregation and ¢omrhutity. ' They have their work
.-of .overseeing - the flock (Aets 20:28), he Has his of’ preachmg the
. .diviné Word. - (I - Tim. 4:2).- Often, However, we see elders who
- €xpect their. preacher to do - theitr work and hls also. This is a
job too big for one: mah Besides, it is dontrary to God’s plan,
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Preachers "afe. oftenr. burdened by elders who réfuseto back
__.'..them when, carnal: :members resist the: teaching of sound, healthy .
“doctrine. (II Tim. 4:1- -3). It is especially painful when a man is
_left standing alone when personal attacks are made agamst him,

Space ‘would fail is if we began to list the case histories of good

‘nen thus deserted by thelr elders, God glve us leaders of i lntegnty
"~ who will not. allow a Worldly element - to crucify a good ‘man.
- Give us. elders who -will- not sacrifice a preacher - because of

financial pressures or threats of - powerful men or groups in- the
.church. May they hold up theu‘ arms as did Aaron: and Hur for
.. Moses. (Ex. 17:12).

it There is the ‘burden of a non-supportlve wife, A
" imarried man can never do his best for the Lord without the loyal
“~gupport and ‘help of a godly wife. Many an average preacher
-has been credited with a great work- for God because of the
. ‘dedicated help of his wife. Pity, however, the brother ‘who ]abours
" ¢ ‘fo serve God with the burden of a mate who cares nothmg for his
- ministry.” Even more to be pitied is the preacher whose mate is
“antagonistic to hi$ career for God. We have seen good men
- shamed and embarrassed by a mate whose love for God and the
‘church- had grown cold* and calloused, Occas:onally, a man
succeeds in spite of his mate, rather than because of her. But if
“-he did a good work with that burden, how much more could he
have done with her loving, enthusiastic help! Surely any woman
.. who loves Jesus and hopes to live in heaven-would gladly help her
) ,husband in whatever honourable profession he serves; how much -
~ more if he be priviledged . to serve the Lord’s church as @ pro-
. clanmer' If he shpuld honor her as the weaker vessel, . surely . she
__should honor him as her husband (E Pet.-3:5- -7); head -(Eph, 5:23),
~ and-a man of God (I Thess. 5:13). A wife that makes her

-preachmg husband ‘ashamed: is as rottenness in his bones (Prov
12:4). : :

Conclusion: We. hve in a day when gospel preachers are in
j.,short supply, when hundreds of men are: dropping out of -their
" ,gospel work. At no point in history: has . there: been a mere
: Vdesperate need for ‘evangelists. to preach the word ‘to -lost- souls,
. strengthen the saints and oppose the works of darkness Let each
. of.us daily pray that God. will shelp us bear the: burdens of
‘ preachmg breth:en rather than bea burden to1hem (Gal. 5<2)
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T he Law Of lemg And Recelvmg

Curhs Dowdy

There isa most interesting story in the New Testament about

a boy who gave up his lunch. The story is recorded it John

chapter six. It was springtime and the passover was nearing.

' Jesus 'had miraculously healed many who were diseased; therefore, .

a great multltude followed him'and the dlSClp]eS across the Sea of
Gahlee and up a mountam

-1 don’t know- how. long it was before Jesus looked up and
saw the great company, but when he did he spoke to Philip-about
.the problem of providing bread that all might eat. Now Jesus
- knew what he would do, but ‘of course Philip dldnt Philip
'rephed that eight months wages would not be suﬂiclent to -
purchase enough to feed that crowd. It was then that Andrew
pointed out a boy who was travelling and had his lunch with him
~ The lunch consisted of “five barley loaves and two small ﬁshes i
'- Andrew asked, “What are they among 50 many?”

: About ﬁve thousand men took a seat on the lush grass
carpeting the mountain side and the. lad -gave up his lunch ‘to
Jesus. What happened next is astounding! Jesus .gave thanks
for the food, distributed it to the disciples and the disciples to
“the multitude. Everybody ate until they could eat no more,
E meludmg the lad: who +gave up ‘his lunch The dlscxples then
“gathered up twelve baskets of leftovers:

Now I can’t prove it by the text, but I believe that the lad
"who gave up his lunch that day not only ate His fill, but received
more to take with him than he had to start with. ‘Nevertheless,
I can prove from this account that blessings indeed come to those
who freely give to Jesus Notlce some of them :

1. The joy of seemg others blessed by his glft
2. . The thrill of knowing that he did what he could

..3; The eontentment that came by expenencmg, “It is more
.. blessed to give-than: to receive.’” :
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This law o;f glvmg and reoelvmg is just as real as the law of :

gravity. The law is: expressed by Jesus: “Give, and it shall be
given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together,

and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For .with the.

same measure that ye mete w1tha1 1t shall be measured to you
agam * (Luke 6 38).. :

v " There is ‘another story, not- found in the Blble, abo;tt a tree
growmg outside the gates of a city in the Middle East,. As the
story goes, it was an old tree that in spite of its age continued: 0
bear fruit profusely. Hundreds of weary travelers were refreshed

- on their j journey by the old tree that gave freely to a tlred, hot and
dusty traveler. NP . .

_ ' But that 1s not ‘the end of the story One day a greedy
‘merchant purchased the property on which stood the old tree, and
to -keep the. passers-by from robbmg HIS trée a hlgh fence was
built around it. No more sharmg, 1t s n:nne, was the new owners
attltude ‘ ,

To make a long story short the merchant and the travelers
were shocked one day when they discovered that the old tree was
.dead. Can you figure: out what happened? When the old tree
‘was no longer a]lowed to give, 1t stopped bearmg, and it died! -

As we stated above, the law of grvmg is Just as real as the ‘

law of gravity. Are we opening the door to blessmgs by . giving
, and sharing W1th other? Better still, WHAT IS OUR ATTITUDE
TOWARD THE LAW OF GIVING AND RECEIVING?

N If The Church of Christ Is-
A Denomlnatlon Why ?
' ‘ W Douglass Hams A

- With unrelentmg frequency, it is asserted by denommatlona-
lists that the ¢hurch' of Christ is’ a denoniination, It .is often
phrased in this way, “They,say they are not a denomination, but
“ they are€ anyway.” : -Because of these unfounded assertions, we
would like to ask ; It the ¢hurch of Chirist is'a- “denomination, why ?

/D
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- We  are.not using -the expression ‘‘chiwrch:.of 'Christ”in a:

" denominational: sense. to refet to'the church of Christ denomina-

tion, but to refer to the-church belonging to Christsth¢ church
Christ founded (Matt. 16: 18), purchased with His blood (Acts :
20:28), and of which He is the head. (Eph 1:22,23). We are
referrmg to Chrlst’s spmtual body, which is also called “the church

of God™ | (1 Cor 1:2) and “the church of the. ﬁrstborn (ﬁrstbarn .
one)” (Heb. 12:23). .. . : . .

-We are. referrmg to. that church whlch had its begmmng at .
J ewsalem .on.the Pentecost-of Acts 2..'Was. that church a_denomi- .
nation ? -If ;s0,. what was its denominational name. ?. Since, all will
admit that it-was not a.denomination (noné¢.of the denommatlons
were'started that early), if a church today is just like that one in
name, doctrine, orgamzatxon, worship, and pract;ce, would it be

‘a dcnommatxon ? JIf so, ‘why ° ? Remember, thst established his ;

church through Hxs msplred apostles and they .were members of
it. Were the apostles member§ of dénominational bodies ? If so,
to what denommatlon dld Peter, Paul, John, Jaies, the 3,000 of
Acts 2 _Cornelius, . the ennuch Lydia, the jailor and the
qumthlans belong 7 Were they members of the body .of Christ?
If they were, not members of any | denommatlon, why cannot ‘we
be the same today ? " :

What did the 3,000, the eunuch, Saul, Cornehus Lydla, et a]

‘doto become members? They all beheved repented and were bap- .

tized. (Mk. 16’15 16; Acts 2:36-41; 826-39 9:1:17; 10:1-48; 16:30-34;
Rom. 6:3,4; Gal. 3:26,27). If we do ‘the same things they did,
of what church would we be a member ? Would we not be exactly
what they were? After several became what they were, would

it be possﬂ)le for them to contmue to meet toaether and worshlp ,

.....

tion ? If they d1d what denommatlon would - they constitiite ? -

' .AWouId not they be snfnp]e Chnsﬁans and members of the body of".
Christ ? That is exacfly what the churéh of Chnst is a group of -

bap'tlzed pemtent ‘believers: who' have refused to join any ‘denomi-
nation, because the New Testamént” condemns division and" -
denommationahsm is lelSlOIl (Jolm 17 20, 21 1 Cor 1 10 13). :

Wlmt makgs the church of Chnst a: denommatmn, llf it is, as ‘
many affirm ? Does it have a denominational name ? Will: anyone -
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be:sobold as to say the desrgnatlons “church of -Christ,” ‘and

“church of God”, etc. are. denominational names ‘? These are used
by inspired erters (Matt 16:18; Acts 20:28; 1 Cor 1 2 Gal.w :

1: 22)

Does the church of Chrlst have a depominational creed ? They :

reJect every creed but the Bible and contend that it is all sufficient,

(Gal. 1:8,9;2 Tim. 3:16,17;2 Pet. 1:3). Is it denominational to have .

the Bible only as a rule of faith and. practice ?

" Does the church of Christ have a denominational orgamzatie'n ? -

Edch congregation is an independent unit with a plurality of

elders and deacons. (Acts 14:23; Tit. 1:5; Phil. 1:1). It. has no’
earthly headquarters or denominational machmery which j Joms all.

congregatrons together in a denomination. -

Does the church of Christ have denommatlonal worship ? They

worshlp as the New Testament requires-in spirit and in truth.

(Jno. 4:24). Worship IN TRUTH requires authority from God’s
Word for everything done in worship. (Jno. 17:17). The New

Testament authorizes -the teaching of. the apostles doctrine,
giving, the Lord’s Supper, praying and smgmg (Acts 2:42; 20:7;. .
1 Cor. 16:1,2; Eph. 5:19). Were the early Christians denommatlonal,’
.in so worshxppmg ? If we worship as they did, would it be’ de- o

nommatlonal ?

Repentance Before Behef
. John Stacy '

There are those who tell us that men must. repent and then
belreve in Christ to be saved. Let us look at the texts that they

use .and see what the Bible. says First in Mk, 1:15, “... .Tepent ye.

and believe the gOSp“l * Jesus was preachmg to.Israelites in the text,

who had not lived in harmony with the laws of Moses. . They had. .
sinped against God. They were already bellevers in God. No .
one would deny that In this text, they are commanded to turn: a

from their sins and belleve the gospel. The Christian age was to

come shortly and they were to look forward to the establishment of
thé.charch. Remember, they -‘were already behevers in God before

they repented.-

(p.



_ A second text used for this doctrine is Acts 20:21 “Testifying
both to Jews and also to the Greeks repentance towards God and
faith rowards the Lord Jesus Christ.”” This does not say they"
-were to repent before they believed. The order of mention is not
-always the order of the occurance. Paul in Rom. 10:10 said, “That
if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and believe in
thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt
be saved.” In this instance confession of faith would come before -
}behef ! This would be impossible.’ .

~ Note, if you will, Paul’s statement in-Heb. 1: ll “Now faith is
the substance of things hoped for and the evidence of things not
seen.”’ The word “substance” in this text means, ‘‘ander, a basis, a -
foundation, sediment, or that which sinks to the  bottom.”
If faith then is the foundation on which our salvation rests, how
<an repentance precede it? Consider the statement of Paulin
- Romans 2:4, *. . .the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance.”
“The sending of Jesus is a demonstration of his goodness and it
should lead us to repentance. But can it lead the men to repentance
‘who does not believe? This would be impossible!

Friends, consider these thoughts, In Luke 15:7 we read, *...there
shall be joy in heaven over one sinner that repeateth...”” Consider
with this verse Heb. 11:6, “Without faith it is impossible to be
pleasing unto him...”” If repentance comes before faith and if. it is
impossible to please God without faith, then the angels in Luke _
15:7 are rejmcmg over one who is not pleasing to God! in James
2:19 we read, “...the demons also believe and shudder.” The .
Demons believe in God. Yet, if repentance comes before belief,

then we have devils who have repented ! Surely, this cannot be! In
~ 1I Cor. 7:10 Paul said, “For godly sorrow worketh repentance
unto salvation...”  If godly sorrow leads to repentance, what leads .
godly sorrow if not the belief that precedes it? Finally if you were
trying to teach an atheist who does not believe-in God where would
'you start? Would you start thh repentance? Surely, we would not.!

~Isn"t-' It S.tr-ange ?
~ David Rope:

“Only that whlch is done for the Lord will last.” Think
about that : . :
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v You ' work hard for a living. . You work and sweat. Yow
bring home the pay check. It goes for...groceries, utilities, clothes,
- school payments, furniture payments, bouse payments etc. ‘

Now-in Just a few years the furniture will be worn out, the -

clothes will be worn out, and youw’ll have to trade for a new house.
Just a few more years and you will be gone and what you ate or
drove or lived in will make no difference at all. Only one thing
will remain-what you did for God.

" In light of this fact, isn’t it strange.to see men and women so
very, very carefully planning their lives—how they are going to ' get
the physical necessities and luxuries of life—and leaving God out of
their plans?

Whea we stand before God in judgmént, we are not going to
be asked, “How. big a house did you have?”” or “How much money
did you make?’’ or “How pretty was your furniture?”” Rather one
question will be, “WHAT DID YOU DO FOR MY CAUSE?*
It’s something to think about.

Is‘_Thé Alien Sinner Saved By Prayer?
Curtis A. Cates' |

Is the alien sinner saved by prayer ? Since “all we like sheep
have gone astray; we -have turned every ome to his own way’”

" (Isaiah 53:6), “for all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of .

God” (Romans 3:23), those who are painfully aware of heavy.
burdens that are grievous to be borne seek to have the “rest”
promised, by the Lord (Matthew 11:28-30).. Does the alien find
rest unto his soul -through paryer ?° One’s - present and eternal
happiness depends upon his examining this question in the light of

God’s inerrant Word and upon his meetmg the conditions of

pardon delmeated therein,

The question is not, Does God answer . prayer ? Abundant ,

evidence exists that he does answer the petitions of his children.
(Psalm 34:15; Matthew 7:7-11; James 5:16), But, the question is,
Is the alien—the sinner who-is not in God’s family, the body of
Christ, the church—saved by prayer ?

A
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One seeking salvation must understand that God does not

- talk to meén’ in prayer. Thousands, yea millions, are tarrying,
seeking through prayer to have the gospel plan of salvation made

~ known to them, and thus- by some direct, better-felt-than-told .
experience to be saved.: God does not direct the sinner to salva-
tion through prayer; he talks to man through his Word. (Romans
10:17; 2 Timothy 3:16,17; Romans 10:13-15). Not one time do
the Scriptures instruct the alien to pray that his sins be forgiven !

- The false doctrine here considered -had its genesis with human
speculations regarding the: fall of man. Because some championed
the hideous error of original sin and of heredity total depravity,
numerous theories arose regarding regeneration. Some came to
affirm- that man’s heart is encased in a “hard shell” which must
be penetrated by the Holy Spirit. This in turn led to such doctrines
as “coming to the altar,” “praying through,” and “mourner’s

“bench” religions, which inexorably emasculate the Word of ‘God
(Romans 1:16) in the minds of men, But, what saith the Scripture
concerning the prayer of an alien ? - '

For one thing, the Scriptures discourage an alien’s praying for
remission ‘of sins. The paryer of a. person who refuses to hear
- God’s’ Word is an abomination. (Proverbs 28:9; 1:24-28). Like-
wise, the wicked person—one who regards sin in his heart—is not,
heard. (Proverbs 15:29; Psalm 66:18). God will not hear one
. whose sins have separated'him,from God. (Isaiah 59:1,2). The
statement of the blind man whom Christ healed was correct; he
bad learned. from the OIld Testament that “God heareth not
sinners; but if any man be a worshipper of God, and do his will,
him he heareth.” (John 9:31), The alien sinner would not be
“. doing God’s will by asking forgiveness through prayer, and thus

‘his prayers would have no efficacy. ' ' :

For a second thing, the Scriptures teach that prayer does not
nullify the law of God. Prayer is not a substitute for the plan of
salvation. “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall
enter the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my
Father' who is in heaven.” (Matthew 7:21). Saul of Tarsus was
commanded to cease praying, “Arise, be baptized, and ‘'wash away
thy sins, calling upon-the name of the Lord.” (Acts 22:16). . The
mourner’s bench system of religion seeks to-cancel God's plan for
saving alien sinners, o



22

. For a third thing, the Scriptures teach that God’s command must
be obeyed in order to obtain remission of sins:. ‘Then, the Lord will
hear one’s prayers, fof the same plan which saves one from alien
sins alsg places one into the family of God.. Though Jesus stated
«Rlessed are they that mourn; for they shall be comforted”
(Matthew 5:4), conditions must ~be met before the comfort can

become reality. The Pentecostians mourned, having learned that
they had murdered the only begotten Son of the Father. They cried -

out, “What shall we do?” The answer came, “Repent ye, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the
remission of your sins; ‘and ye shall:receive the gift of the Holy
‘Spirit.”  (Acts 2:36-41, 47.) These are the ‘mourners—those who
obeyed the commands of the gospel-who were comforted. The
Jailor also mourned, having been accessory to the criminal acts
upon Paul and Silas. After Paul “spake the word of the Lord
unto” the Jailer and his house, and after these alien sinners were
baptized, they who had mourned now ‘‘‘rejoiced . greatly.”
(Acts 16:31-34). Inasmuch as they had been born into the king-
dom, or family. of God (John 3:5), they could now “Jift up holy
hands” in prayer (1 Timothy 2:8). © :

But, what saith the Scripture about the direct operation of

‘the Holy Spirit ? Does the Spirit operate on a man by direct
" saving power ? Christ affirmed concerning his kingdom that “the
seed is the word of God.” (Luke 8:11). Since every seed is to
bring forth after its kind (Genesis 1), Paul stated that one who
. hears the Word of God-and exhibits saving faith based thereon
shall be saved (Romans 16:12-17). Faith “‘that Jesus is the Christ,

the Son of God” and which brings life in his name comes- through

the written Word of God (Joln 20:30,31), not through -the direct
operation of the Spirit. (Ephesians 6:17). The Holy Spirit works
through the word, (1 Corinthians 2:11-18). v

. Were the Holy Spirit to- save the alien through prayer, he
- surely would have saved Cornelius, - of all people, through his
- means. But, when did -Cornelius have saving faith 7 “God
made choice among you, that by my [Peter’s] mouth .the Gentiles
[Cornelivs and his household] should hear the word of the gospel,
_ and believe.” (Acts 15:7). When.did the Holy Spirit fall upon
.. Cornelius ? “And as I [Peter] began to speak, the Holy Spirit

&



fell on them.”  (Acts 11:15). - The Holy Spirit fell - on them -as

_Peter, began speakmg, however, it was the word which Peter
- spoke which produced faith and saved them., (Acts 11:14). Peter
‘affirmed in Acts 15:8, 9, that the Spirit fell on them to ‘‘bare
them witness” that God “made no distinction between  us [Jews]
and them [Gentiles].” But, God cleansed “their hearts by faith,”
which came through hearing Peter’s words. (Romans 10: 17)
Likewise, Saul was cleansed not by seeing the Lord but by the
preaching of Ananias, when he ceased praying, arose, and ‘was
baptized to wash away his. sins.- (Acts 22:16). In like manner, -
-the Eunuch was cleansed when he obeyed Philip’s preaching of
Jesus, upon making the good confession and being baptized in
water; neither the angel nor the Spmt worked directly on the naked
heart of the Eunuch. .

When the alien prays for forglveness of sins, he ﬁrst attempts '
. to be saved apart from the blood of Christ and apart from the
-mediatorial work of the Son- of God. . (Revelation 1:5,6; John
19:34; Romans 6:3,4). Second, the alien sets aside the apostles, -
through whose inspired Word people would believe on Christ.
(Matthew 17:17-21). ‘Third, he sets. aside the work of the Church,
“the plllar and ground of the truth.” (1 Timothy 3: 15) Fourth,
_the alien praying for forgiveness makes the gospel a ““dead letter,”
unable to save the lost. Peter said, “Seeing ye have purified your
souls in your obedience to the truth,” The alien disregards that
one is ‘begotten again, not af corruptible seed, but of incorrup-
tible, through the word of God, which liveth and abideth forever.”
(1 Peter 1:22, 23). * Fifth, the alien sets aside all attempts to carry
- the gospel to the world through the Bible, tracts, radio and tele-
vision programs, evangelitsts, missionaries, and correspondence
. courses; these are less than useless. Sixth, this alien rejects the
fact that “it was God’s good pleasure through the foolishness of
- the preaching to save them that beﬂl.iev.e.’*’ (1 Corinthians 1:21).
He rejects preaching as foolishness; he looks for a sign. Seventh,
he rejects the fact that human beings are accountable before God.
If one is saved without obedience to the will of God, God violates
his own will and thus ceasés to be God. On’ the other hand, if
one is not sav'ed God must take the blame. (Acts 10:34, 35).

The alien who is willing truly to obey God and who is
strugglmg under the load of sin w1ll not hesitate to submlt to
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the Will"of ¢the lamb of God.” Dear sinner, do not sin away the

day of grace by waiting for some direct manifestation of the
Spirit. You can become God’s child by believing in God,
repenting’ﬁ"of alien sins, confeéssing Christ before men, and being
baptized in water for the remission of your sins. Your prayers
will then be heard by God, and answered ! '

Thé- Faith That Saves Is NeverAlOne |

" Carroll_B. Ellis -

The Bible teachés a man is; saved by faith. “Therefore,

being justified by faith,” writes Paul, “we have peace with God -

through our Lord, Jesus Christ.” (Romans 5:1). Really, we are
-not saved by faith but by Jesus. It is not faith in faith, but faith
in Jesus which is necessary. - '

Faith is the instrument by which we receive justification. Yet
in straightforward, bold language James says, “Ye see then how
that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.” (James
2:24.) Are James and Paul in disagreement? Did Paul withstand
James to the face? Certainly not. When people say that James
2:14-26 is a difficult passage, it is because they have a human
system to. uphold rather than accept the whole counsel of God.

- John Ruskin was right when he said, “‘I have;met with but one.

book in my life that was clear on the subj‘ect of works and faith,
and that book is the Bible.” ' :

~ The Bible teaches man is saved by faith, but saving faith is
never alone. It is foolish to take passages out of context which

say we are saved by faith and others which say we are saved by

works and try to make them contradict eachfother. In the second
chapter James is talking about two kinds of faith, the genuine and

false. James is combatting those who say that salvation has no.

relationship to how-you act, to what you say, or to the quality- of
life. When James speaks of works, he is talking about ‘works of

" faith. (1 Thessalonidns 1:3). Works.of faith include obedience,

Kindness, graciousness and love.
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Many who teach salvation by faith alone deny in their prea-
ching the importance of baptism and the relationship -it has to
salvation. This was certainly not true with the apostle Paul for
he says, “For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ
Jesus.” (Galatlans 3:26). - He then explains in the next verse one
specific element in that faith. ‘“‘For as many of you as have been
baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” (Galatians 3:27). - The
two great words WORK and FAITH are joined by Paul when he’
says, “For in Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor
uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love.” (Galatians 5:6).

The works of the law do not justify, neither are we justified
by personal morality apart from Christ. A ritual in.and of jtself
is.meaningless. None of us cain be good enough to earn the right
of salvation. The cross is God’s plan of salvation. There is

. power in the blood, but only when the ‘blood is apphed in baptlsm S

(Romans 6: 3-4).

James is talking about an mte]lectual acceptance of a dogma
or a series of beliefs in and of themselves. A beginning or
elementary faith is different from one which is developed and
completed by love. James clearly states three characteristics of a
dead faith, v ' : o

A Dead Faith Has No Compasmon

Here is Mr. . Self-Righteous. He has the holy wine and the .
stained glass voice. .He knows the right words, but he has no
feeling or . concern for his fellow man. Mr. Down- and-Out
knocks at his door : *I am hungry and cold. Please help me.”
Mr. Self-Righteous could help, but he doesn’t. Instead, he pats.
him on his back and says, “God bless you. I'll see you around.”
James explams that this kind of faith is barren and useless. In
fact, to quote him, ““Even so faith, if it hath not Works, is dead,
being alone.” (James 2:17). : "

. Dead Faith Has No Communion

_Here is another stép which James takes in explaining it is not
faith alone that saves. You believe. That is good, but remember
the ‘devils believe and tremble., They have more real faith than,
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. you, because they are at least frightened in the presence of God.
(James 2:19).. You see, we cannot play games- with. God. He
does not want. lip service but real service. The devil attends

worship with more regularity than many church members. He

even comes on Wednesday night, but he does not accept Christ as
Lord: There are a lot of Blble-qu'otmg folks who are gomg
, to hell '

A Dead Faith Has No Conversion

Wben James speaks of justification by. works, he is actually .

usmg the same arguments which Paul used in Hebrews 11. He
wants a faith which changes life. In fact; Abraham is called .in
as'a witness. The kind of faith which msp1red Abraham to offer
Isaac as a sacrifice was an act of obedience to God’s command.

Abraham had the kind of faith which could say I trust God with
my life, my son and my future.  The faith that saves is not alone..

Rahab;, the harlot, is brought in as a witness. ~She harbored
the spies, protected them and helped to get them out alive. What
good to say I believe in God and do nothing to help the spies ?
She is lifted from the darkest paganism to the lineage of the

Messiah, because she had a living faith whlch linked her with'

.God..

James says a dead faith is like .a dead body. I rememberA :

* vividly when my mother died. We had her for 86 years. When
I went for the first time to funeral home and they opened.the
casket for me to see her body, in'an overwhelming sense I said,

“That’s not my mother »  All of us realize a dead body is without
life. :

We are saved by faith, 'We are saved by works. It is neither
- mere orthodoxy nor mere morality. Really, believing is doing
something. Throughout the New Testament you find the concept
“doing the truth.” There is not a contradiction between faith
and works in the Bible. You will find it in the doctrines and the
creeds of men. 1t is a living, active faith which saves. . If your
_ religion does not change your life, you had 'better change your

religion, We are saved by falth. but the faith that saves is mever

alone, -
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The Remedy For Sin -
Johony .Ramsey

The great disease of soul must be cured, Itis a cancerous .
condmon that spreads like fire. ‘Only the Great -Physician (Mark’
2:17) can successfully deal with sin. - In Matthew 26:28 we learn
that the blood of Christ was shed “for the remission of - sins.””:
Jesus, as “the lamb of God,” came to take away our iniquity.
The Redeemer was the one offering for sin that makes it possible
for ‘lost humanity to be saved. (Hebrews 9:26). ‘Notice the
powerful thotight contamed in Romans :24: “Bemg justified
freely by - his grace through the redemptlon that 1s in Chnst
Jesus.” .

What does the Bible teach men to’ do in regard to salvation ?
'One radio preacher has said : “Y6i can do nothlng ! God must"
do it all I _'His sermon topic was “The -Process of Salvation.”
His concluswn although commonly accepted, is as foreign to the
New Testament ass polygamy. Since man was endoweéd by the
Creator, with the ability to choose the path he would tread, there
is something for usto do if God’s remedy for sin wou]d be a

" reality in our lives. : -

Our sins’ are not h1d from’ God (Psalm 69 5) and they will
surely “find us out” (Numbers 32:23). - The “deceiver of the
whole world,” even Satan, does not want us to be pure for even a
day. He realizes, as our spiritual adversary, that.a person who
falls into the pit of iniquity is not apt to soar as high again. ‘The
great poem by: Hezekiah Butterworth concerning the bird- w1th the
broken wing has a brilliant mlddle stanza :

“I-found a young life broken

By sin’s seductive art; . o

And, touched with a Christlike pity; -~ .~
I took him to my heart. | ‘ '_ o

He lived with a- noble purpose, ‘"__T .

.And struggled not in vain;
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. But the life that sin had stncken

‘Never soared as hlgh agam ”

In Romans 7 Paul free]y admits the personal struggle wuh
sin. He had informed us in chapter six of that epistle that we are
_dead to sin havmg crucified the flesh with its lusts, Therefore, sin
shall not reign in our mortal bodies; it shall not have dominion
_over .us; we are not its servant because we do not yleld ourselves
to the wiles of the Devil. (Ephes1ans 6:11). 'Now, in Romans 7
we learn of the civil war that rages within us, Flesh and spirit -
struggle mightily for the-ascendancy. There is only one avenue
of victory for the saint in.this battle with *‘the law of sin and
death.” This victory is “‘through Jesus Christ our Lord and the
‘spirit of life in h1m ”

One of the supreme tfagedies of sin is the scar -it" leaves
behind in our lives. Someone has aptly stated : “You can bury
the past but you can’t keep the ghosts from walking.”

How desperately we need to “purpo_se in our hearts not to .
. defile ourselvers” (Daniel 1:8) as we ““cleans ourselves-of all defile-
ment of the flesh and spirit” (2-Corinthians 7:1), because it is
forever true that we reap what we sow (Galatians6‘7-8')

The precwus promlse of the New Covenant is the abolish-
ment of sin when we comply with God’s terms. It is through
Christ alone that sins can be remitted. (Acts 13:37-39). Beginning
““at Jerusalem repentance and remission of sins” were proclaimed.
(Luke 24: 47) God has - promised to ‘“be merciful to your
unrighteousness and .your sins and iniquities will I remember no
‘more.” (Hebrews 8:12). The powerful language of Acts 3:19
becomes a balm to our souls: “Repent and turn again that. your

. 'sins may be blotted out, that there may come seasonsof refreshmg -

from the presence of the Lord.”

Because a fountam for cleansing and for sin was. opened
" through the shedding of the blood of Jesus (Zechariah 13:1; John
19:34) sinners like us can be snatched as a brand out of the burn-
ing fire (Jude 23). Thank God for such infinite love,
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