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E D I T O R I A L

How is your hearing ?
You might conclude that this question is dealing with

one's physical hearing but you would be wrong. Rather, I
am asking this question to lay stress on the importance of
what one hears. Do you realize how necessary it is for you
to hear the right thing ?Just think about this ;Since what
you hear will more than likely determine what you believe
then it means that if you are to believe the truth, you must
h e a r t h e t r u t h ,

will in most probability believe alie.
On the other hand, if you hear alie then you

It is just that simple.

For the most part, then, we are what we see, hear, under¬
stand, and accept. And it is just as easy for us to believe a
lie as it is to believe the truth, if we accept that which we
hear as fact and do not investigate its genuiness.

Why are there so many conflicting doctrines accepted in
the name of religion ?Why do so many people feel that one
church is as good as another ?Why are so many religious
names and titles worn in the name of Christ ?Why is there
so much division ?Ail of these questions can be answered
with the same answer :Simply because the majority of
people have been taught these things as truth, and they have
accepted them as truth without ever investigating their
soundness. In other words, they are what they believe, and
they believe what they do simply because they were taught
t h a t .

If we want to be right in religion then we must be sure
that we hear the truth instead of error, that we put our trust
in God rather than in man. This means that we must read
and study our Bible and be sure that we know exactly what
the Lord would have us to do and then be certain that
believe it and that we comply with it accordingly. True faith
comes from hearing the word of God. (Romans 10:17).

w e
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And salvation comes from obeying the commands of Christ.
(Hebrews 5:8, 9;Mark 16 :16):

There is but one truth, and that truth makes us free.
(John 17 :17 ;John 8:32). Furthermore, all who come
hear the truth, if they will accept it, will believe that same
truth. Further, if they all obey that same truth, they will all
be the same thing religiously. Those who are otherwise are
what they are because they have believed and obeyed error.

There is also agreat responsibility placed on us to teach
the pure word of God, realizing again that those who hear us
may believe what we teach. Remember, if they are taught
the truth then they may believe and obey the truth, but if
they are taught error then they may believe and obey error.
This is why Jesus not only commanded us to teach, but also
told us exactly what to teach. (Matthew 28 :19,20 ;Mark
16 :15,16 ;2Timothy 4:2).

t o

then that the more truth we canIt just stands to reason
give to the world, the more of the world will believe that

i n d i v i d u a l ? H a v e y o uB u t w h a t a b o u t y o u a s a nt r u t h ,

thought about what you are being taught ?Do you give any
Let me beg of you to listenreal thought to what you hear ?

carefully, to study deeply, to investigate, to compare, to
that what you believe is the truth

Only then can you be saved,
final dest iny. Take

question, and to be sure
and nothing but the truth.
Yes, what you hear can determine your
heed how you hear !
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A S S O C ! A T E E D I T O R I A L

After death, what ?

Though mult i tudes of people avoid del iberately any
thought of death, some refuse to discuss it because it brings
to them sorrow and fear. But everyone of us know that just
as sure as we are living today, just that sure we will have to
die some day. The word death comes as ashock to one who
hears it. We spend our money time and whatever we can
do to save our dying friends and relatives. But the fact
remains that all of us will have to die one day. Now the
question is, what happens after one dies ?

Many people have thought that life ends with our physi¬
cal death. But not so. In fact, death marks separation
between our body and soul, but it then provides the entrance
from time into eternity. Our physical death marks the begin¬
ning of our enternal life.

The re a re t hose who teach tha t a f t e r dea th ou r sou l s

enter into purgatory, that is, after one dies his soul enters
into aplace or state of burning torment in which souls are
after death purified from sins. In this place the soul is
supposed to be tortured in various ways until all sins are
removed completely.

Some people hold the idea of Punar-Janma, or reincarna¬
tion. They believe in acycle of death and rebirth, and this
may include many deaths and rebirths for asoul. It is said
that after aperson dies he comes again into this world, and
this time not necessarily as ahuman being but may be born
as an animal. According to them, to escape this cycle of
death and rebirth one must perform some certain things in
his present life such as yoga or good works through which
one is said to be passed into nirvana (saving state).
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But the question is, what Is the truth ?Can we really
know what happens after death ?Since no. one ever returned
after death to tell about this mysterious question, for our
reliable information we must turn to atrusted book. God has
given this book, the Bible, to men and it is the final authority
of all the truth. The Bible clearly reveals the mysteries surro-

t h a t w e n e e d n o t b e i g n o r a n tunding the life to come so
a b o u t o u r f u t u r e .

The Bible teaches, "It is appointed unto men once to die,
but after this the judgment." (Hebrews 9:27). Thus it is
fixed by God, the Creator, that every person should die once
and that after death he must face the judgment which God
will execute upon all people through his Son Jesus Christ.
(John 12:48; John 5;22 ;Acts 17 :31). Again the Bible
says that no one can escape the judgment :
all appear before the judgment seat of Christ ;that every one
may receive the things done in his body, according to that he
hath done, whether it be good or bad." (2 Corinthians 5: 10).
Also read Romans 14:10 and Revelation 20 :13.

" F o r w e M U S T

Ir^ Luke 16 :19-31 Jesus Christ told astory which in fact
is not aparable but atrue account of two men who lived

the earth and died. In this story first we are introducedu p o n
to arich man who is described as dressed in purple and the
finest of linen cloth, avery expensive material of Jesus' day.
Evidently he was ostentatious, proud of his material wealth,
and greedy. His god was his wealth who ruled over his life.
He is numbered among those who upon the great day of

the left hand of the judge. (Readjudgment will stand on
Matthew 25 :41-46).

Next we are introduced to aman named Lazarus who was
abeggar. Jesus, in this story, mentioned that Lazarus body

covered with the sores that even street dogs used to
to lick his ulcers. He was taken to the rich man’s gate.

w a s s o

c o m e

with the intention of begging and to satisfy his hunger with
the scraps which fell from the rich man's table, which shows
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his utterly poor condition and humility in which no human
being cared for him.

Then the Lord, the narrator, said the poor man died and
the rich man also died. Now, what happens ?He indicates
adivision of destination between these two men. The begger
is carried by tha angels into Abraham's bosom—Into the
immediate presence of the patriarch. On the other hand
the rich man finds himself in the torment of hell. The record
says, "And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments,
and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And
he cried and said. Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and
send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water,
and cool my tongue ;for Iam tormented in this flame. But
Abraham said. Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime recei-
vedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things :but
now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. And beside
all this, between us and you there is agreat gulf fixed ;
that they which would pass from hence to you cannot;
neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence."
(Luke 16:23:26).

s o

In fact, the rich man never really thought of what would
happen after death. He perhaps believed that there was no
life beyond the grave or else he would have been concerned
a b o u t i t . He was like the rich fool of whom we read in
Luke 12:16-20 who had riches so abundant that he had no
place to store them and instead of sharing them with the
needy around him he began to plan where he should
his riches for the future.

s t o r e

But he did not know that the very
And the Lord said tosame night his life was to be taken,

him, "Thou fool, this night thy soul shall he required of
thee ;then whose shall those things be, which thou has
provided ?" Oh, what asad picture of this rich but foolish
m a n !

The inference is that God is the controller of the lives of
says that aman's soul is required byall persons. When he
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But not the end ofhim, that is the end of this earthly life,
life of the life to follow, which begins after our physical
death. All have to die but once. All must appear before
the judgment seat of Christ. All will be judged according
to their deeds. And all must spend eternity somewhere, i.e.,
either in heaven or hell. Speaking of the unrighteous people,
the Lord said,

punishment :but the righteous into life eternal." (Matthew
2 5 : 4 6 ) .

"And these shall go away into everlasting

Friends, although it is appointed unto men once to die,
kinds of death. You can either die the

t h e d e a t h ' o f t h e u n r i g h t e o u s .
you can die two
death of the righteous or

said that all God's commandments are righteousness,
can die the death of the righ-

D a v i d

(Psalms 119:172). Thus you
teous by doing the commandments of the Lord. (Matthew

!Matthew 28:19,20 ;Mark 16:16 ;Revelation 2:10).7 : 2 1

known for his wisdom, came to theSolomon, who is
conclusion in his old age that all is vanity and that the whole
duty of man is to :'‘Fear God and keep his commandments."
(Ecclesiastes 12:13).

God’s Purpose As Seen In The Cross
By J. W. Roberts

"If God is for us, who is against us? He that spared not
his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he

with him freely give us all things?'’ (Romansn o t a l s o

8 : 3 1 - 3 2 ) .

There is nothing which points out the divine purpose of
mankind like the fact that God delivered Jesus up

for the salvation of man. There is nothing
God for
t o t h e c r o s s

which can give perspective and reality to ahuman life like
seeing that life and its meaning in the light of the cross.
Man can glory or boast in many things, in his family back-
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ground and heritage, in his success, in his money, in the
es teem wh ich o the rs ho ld fo r h im , o r i n h i s fame. These
are all good, but they are fleeting and often unsatisfying. It
is only when one sees that what realiy gives him dignity
and worth is the fact that God loved him enough that he
gave his own blessed Son to die in his stead. This is what
Paul must have meant when he said, "Far be it from me to
glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through
which the world hath been crucified unto me, and Iunto the
world" (Galatians 6:14).

B u t i f w e a s k w h y w a s s u c h a s a c r i fi c e i n o u r b e h a l f
necessary ?The answer has many angles. It is tied up
w i t h w h a t i s t e r m e d t h e a t o n e m e n t .

In the last analysis, sin is the cause—not just sin in gene¬
ral but our sin :my sin and yours. If we are honest, we
must admit the fact of our mistakes and wrongdoings. But
d id these s ins have any th ing to do w i th Jesus ' death two
thousand years ago ?Not immediatly, but sti l l they are
t h e s a m e s i n s a s t h o s e o f t h e o n e s w h o c o n d e m n e d J e s u s

and na i led h im to the cross . Nor d id he jus t d ie fo r the i r
sins—he loved and died for the whole world (John 3:16).

But "everybody sins," so why was it so bad that Christ
must die ?Because God is both aloving and ajust or righ¬
teous God. I f he over looked s in in one man, he mus t do
so in all :if he overlooks all sin, ne is not just, and there is
no moral order in our universe (like atown without poiice
and courts). God cannot overlook sin ;the "wages of the
is death" (Romans 6:23), This death is not our physical
death (we owe that to Adam's sin—Romans 5:12) but spiri¬
t u a l d e a t h — e t e r n a l d o o m . To s a v e u s f r o m t h i s G o d d e l i ¬

vered up his Son. Here we see God's purpose in the cross.

Seeing beyond the Grave

But there are other factors. Sin had brought death to
our world and until the cross men could not see beyond
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the grave—the fear of death hold them in bondage. Thus
Chr is t became one wi th us in the flesh to del iver us "who
through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bon¬
dage" (Hebrews 2:15). He thus destroyed the power of
the devil over the hearts of men. In dying and rising he
assured our resurrection, "bringing life and immortality to
light" (2 Timothy 1:10).

To Paul the victory of Christ was absolute and complete.
At the word that demons were subject to the disciples thro¬
ugh Jesus' name Christ said, "I beheld Satan falling as
lightning from heaven" (Luke 10:18). Even the angels and
evil spirits which held the world enthralled and controlled

and rulers of the world under the power of Satant h e p o w e r s

yielded sway to the power of Jesus in his death and resu¬
rrection (Ephesians 6:12 ;Colossians 2:15). Ours is the
victory through Jesus' death.

This centering of the purpose of God in the cross of
Jesus is foolishness to the world ;and to the Jew, who
expected adifferent Messiah, it was astumblingblock ;but

those who believe, the preaching of the cross is the
of God unto salvation (1 Corinthians 1:21). So Paul

t o

p o w e r

not only preached Christ crucified ;he refused to know
anything else.

This is how life can have purpose and meaning. It can be-
fixed in the purpose which God has for you. That

c r o s s . G o d c r e a t e d y o u f o r
c o m e

purpose is seen only in the
fellowship with himself, and he delivered Jesus up to the

that your life might be prepared for that fellowship.c r o s s

Purpose in the Resurrection
By Raymond C. Kelcy

Jesus attached agreat importance to his resurrection
and spoke of it quite often while he was on earth. He
spoke of it as a"must" even as he spoke of his death (Mat-
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thew 16:21). That the Son of Man shall rise again is often
affirmed by him (Mark 10:34). He declared that it had been
written that he should be raised from the dead (Luke 24:46).
He looked forward to the event as the fulfilment of prophecy
and the apostles would later remember it as afulfilment of
his own prophecies.

In apostolic preaching the resurrection of Christ is given
aprominent position ;the fact is mentioned in every major
recorded sermon in Acts . In the firs t gospe l sermon Peter
affirmed that Christ's resurrection was in fulfilment of pro¬
phecy (Acts 2:31). He was most desirous of convincing
his audience of th is event and said concerning i t that “we
all are witnesses" (Acts 2:32). The proof of Christ's resu¬
rrection caused many unbelieving Jews to become believers.
In one of Paul's sermons he confidently asserts that God
fulfilled the promise he had made to the fathers by raising
up Jesus and then declared fhat astatement of the second
Psalm was thereby fulfilled (Acts 13:33-34). Paul later
said that Jesus was "declared to be the Son of God with
power by the resurrection from the dead" (Romans 1:4).

It becomes quite clear from astudy of the foregoing
passages that one of the major purposes of the resurrection
was to establish the deity of Jesus. Christianity stands or
falls with this important event. In the great resurrection
chapter—1 Corinthians 15-Paul shows the futility of prea¬
ching, of our faith, and of the assurance of salvation If the
resurrection of Christ, be not afact (verses 12-20). In the
Book of Acts, when men could be led to believe this event,
they were won to Christianity. If this mighty miracle is
accepted, all others are easy to accept; if it cannot be acce¬
pted, no others matter.

The resurrection was for the purpose of showing God's
power and of winning atelling victory over Satan. By his
death and resurrection Jesus brought “to nought him that
had the power of death" and brought deliverance to them
who were in bondage through fear of death (Hebrews 2:14-
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15). By defeating Satan in his resurrection Christ showed
his mastery over the domain of death ;he now holds the
keys of death and tells us not to be afraid (Revelation 1:17-
18). Death is adefeated, conquered enemy, but not a
destroyed enemy.

God raised Christ from the dead as aprerequisite to our
justification. Christ was, affirms Paul, "Delivered up for
our trespasses, and raised for our justification" (Romans
4:25). It was not enough that he die. After we have been
saved from past sins we need aliving priest to intercede
for us at the throne of God. The living Christ is aconstant
Savior. Having been reconciled to God through the death
of his Son, "Much more, being reconciled, shall we be saved
by his life" (Romans 5:10).

Certainty of the Resurrection

God raised Christ from the dead to beget ahope in the
hearts of his people and to give them the blessed assurance
o f t he i r own resu r rec t i on . Pe te r exc l a ims t ha t t he Fa the r
"begat us again unto aliving hope by the resurrection of
Jesus from the dead" (1 Peter 1:3). We can believe in the
certainty that those who "are fallen asleep in Jesus" will
be raised "if we believe that Jesus died and rose again"
(1 Thessalonians 4:14). Paul expresses the certainty which
he personally felt when he says, "Knowing that he that rais¬
ed up fhe Lord Jesus shall raise us up also with Jesus" (2
Corinthians 4:14). When Christ was raised he became

the firstfruits of them that are asleep" (1 Corinthians 15:20).
T h e e v e n t w a s a n a s s u r a n c e t h a t t h e r e w i l l b e a l a t e r h a r v e s t -

o u r o w n r e s u r r e c t i o n .

If Christ has not been raised !This gloomy thought is
contemplated by Paul in 1Corinthians 15. But he soon
turns from this gloomy thought and proclaims with assu¬
rance, "But now hath Christ been raised" (verse 20). And
since this is true, our preaching is not in vain ;since this

< /
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is true, our faith is not in vain ;since this is true, we are
not yet in our sins ;since this is true, we can believe with
confidence that the dead are raised.

DEAD UNTO SIN, ALIVE UNTO GOD
b y

V . E . H o w a r d

Ladies and gentlemen, the Christian's relationship to sin
is amost important matter. From the days of the apostles
and early Christians until now this subject has been vigorou¬
sly discussed. Today it continues to be aliving issue on
every hand. Some would argue that the grace of God gives
m a n a n e x c u s e t o s i n . O t h e r s b e l i e v e t h a t o n c e a m a n i s

saved he literally cannot sin. These and other views are
debated concerning the matters of sin and sanctification.

P a u l ' s G r e a t D e c l a r a t i o n

Our text is found in Romans, chapter six, where the apostle
Paul was inspired by God's Spirit to write on this vital sub-

In the closing words of chapter five of Romans, theject .
apostle had just stated :"But where sin abounded, grace did
abound more exceedingly." Now, if God bestows grace in
proportion to sin, should the child of God continue in sin so
that grace might abound more and more ?

Hear the inspired answer from Paul :"What shall we say
then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound ?God
forbid. We who died to sin, how shall we any longer live
therein ?Or are ye ignorant that all we who were baptized
inro Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were
bur ied therefore wi th h im through bapt ism in to death ; that
like as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of
the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life. For if
we have become united with him in the likeness of his death,
we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection ;knowing
this, that our old man was crucified with him, that the body
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of sin might be done away, that so we should no longer be
in bondage to sin ;for he that hath died is justified from sin.
But if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live
with him ;knowing that Christ being raised from the dead
dieth no more ;death no more hath dominion over him.
the death that he died, he died unto sin once :but the life
that he liveth, he liveth unto God. Even so reckon ye also
yourselves to be dead unto sin, but alive unto God in Christ
Jesus" (Romans 6:1-11).

My friends, one is not saved by the works of the law, or
by any works of human righteousness. The apostle Paul, in
his great Roman letter, reveals Christ, the Son of God,
man's sin-bearer. Paul explains how God saves man upon
the principle of loving, obedient faith-complete trust in the
Savior—and not upon the principle of works. Because man
is saved by grace, through faith, some have concluded that
sinful practices of Christians are excusable. Some have per¬
verted Paul's statement, trying to make it mean that the more
one sins, the more grace abounds. This matter is quickly
answered by the Holy Spirit, through Paul, and in away that
reveals the absurdity of such athought !

The apostle declares :"God forbid. We who died to sin,
how shall we any longer live therein ?" With these clear
words, Paul definitely settles the matter of the relationship
of grace and sin. No, beloved, grace does not encourage sin.
Actually, grace is the only method of salvation that over¬
comes sin !The prohibitions of the law only served to
in tens i fy lus t in aman, and le f t h im av ic t im o f s in , c ry ing
for deliverance. The way of God's grace is altogether diffe¬
rent. As grace saves, it provides the means for alife of
holiness. This is one of the great advantages of grace over
the law. What permanent good would justification do if it
left every man ahelpless victim under the bondage of sin ?
Justification by faith is much more than the mere forgiveness
of sin. Justification introduces one into anew life, anew
state or relationship. In addition to forgiveness of sin, there

F o r

a s



1 3

is the crucifixion of the "old man," or the "law of sin." On
the positive side, justification is the giving of anew principle
of life, the "law of the Spirit," the fruit of which is "love, joy,
peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meek
ness, self-control" (Galatians 5:22,23).

D e a d U n t o S i n

Paul does not simply say that the Christian should not
live in sin, but he gives the reason u//?/this cannot be. The
reason for not continuing in sin is to be found within the
Christian himself. He must not continue in sin because he
is dead to sin !Hear Paul's conclusion :Are you listening ?
"We who died to sin, how shall we any longer live therein ?"
(Romans 6:1).

Beloved, there is only one way to be sure of holiness in
aman's heart and life, that is, the "old man," the source of
sin, must be crucified. Under the law of Moses, human will
power and all the divine prohibitions proved to be futile. The
law was "weak through the flesh"—that is, the law did not
provide for the destruction of the "law of sin" within man
that kept him in sin. But God's grace obolishes this "law of
sin and of death" and provides the Christian with the "law of
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus." This principle of life found
in Christ releases man from the bondage of sin.

My friends, this is one of the most marvelous fe.atures of
New Testament Christianity. God's grace does not simply
bind upon man anew set of obligations and then expect
him, of his own strength, to meet them perfectly. This would
serve to seal his condemnation again !Justification by grace
through faith provides aman with asolid foundation for
righteousness. First, the old man of lust is crucified, or put
to death, and then the Holy Spirit, with His two-edged sword
of truth is given to help in the fight against sin.

A C o n t i n u a l C o n fl i c t

The New' Testament reveals that there is acontinual con¬
flict between the Spirit and the lust of the flesh. Listen to
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the words of Paul in Galatians 5:16, 17 :"But Isay, Walk
by the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.
For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against
the flesh ;for these are contrary the one to the other."

Here in this passage the Holy Spirit is said to be "contrary"
to the lust of the flesh, hence, it is by the Spirit that the
Christian is able to live alife of victory over sin.
harmony with what the apostle also wrote to the Romans. He
declared :"So then, brethren, we are debtors, not to the
flesh to live after the flesh :for if ye live after the flesh,
must die; but if by the Spirit ye put to death the deeds of the
body, ye shall live" (Romans 8:12, 13). Here is seen the
basis of alife of righteousness in the Christian. The lust of the
flesh is destroyed to the extent that man can live aholy, obe¬
dient life with the assistance of the Holy Spirit and His sword,
t h e w o r d o f t r u t h .

T h i s i s i n

y e

Under asystem of law-keeping, man did not have the help
of the Holy Spirit; therefore, he was an easy victim of the lust
of the flesh. It was impossible for man to die to sin under a
law that revived lust. In many passages the apostle Paul asso¬
ciates law and sin. For example, in Galatians 5:16, Paul
admonishes :Walk by the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the
lust of the flesh." Then in verse 18 :"But if ye are led by the
Spirit, ye are not under the iaw."

These passages, and many others, clearly establish that to
be under law is to be dominated by the flesh and sin. Paul is
not saying that the law itself was sin, but rather that "when
we were in the flesh, the sinful passions, which were through
the law, wrought in our members to bring forth fruit
death" (Romans 7:5).

In the same chapter Paul continues :"What shall we say
then ?Is the law sin ?God forbid, Howbeit, Ihad not known
sin, except through the law :for Ihad not known coveting,
except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet: but sin, find¬
ing occasion, wrought in me through the commandment all

u n t o
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manner of coveting :for apart from the law sin is dead. And
Iwas a l i ve apa r t f r om the l aw once : bu t when t he com¬
mandment came, sin revived, and Idied" (Romans 7:7-9).

There is agreat difference between the operation of the
law and the operation of grace. Under law the more one
sins the greater the punishment. In Romans 6; 14, Paul
declares :"For sin shall not have dominion over you :for ye
are not under law, but under grace."Remember that Paul is
not saying that achild of God l i teral ly cannot sin. The pos¬
sibility of the Christian sinning is assumed by the apostle.
What is under consideration is living in sin—being dead to
sin they could not live in it !

The point of Paul's teaching is this :the Roman Christians
were now re la ted to Chr i s t th rough H is dea th , bu r ia l and
resurrect ion ;they were united to Christ, having been buried
with Him in baptism and raised to walk in newness of life,
after their death to sin. Their faith and repentance had led
them to confess Christ as the Son of God and submit to bapt¬
ism into Christ, into His death, where the blood of Christ
r e m i t s a l l s i n s .

A N e w C r e a t u r e

As aresult of such gospel obedience, one becomes a
Chr is t ian, anew creature. The one who is aChr is t ian has a
new principle of life. The apostle explains how that "our old
man was crucified with him, that the body of sin might be
done away, that so we should no longer be in bondage to
sin," (Romans 6:6). To the church at Corinth, Paul further
revealed :"Wherefore if any man is in Christ, he is anew
creature :the old things are passed away ;behold, they are
become new" (2 Corinthians 5;17).

The child of God is not forced and driven like aslave, but
led like the son of aloving Father. He serves God through
love, not through fear alone. The Christ ian is anew creature
—a new person—and he lives righteously because he hates
sin and loves righteousness. In other v./ords he does right
because he wants to do right !Is this the working principle
of your life ?Beloved, righteousness is as natural to the
Christian as sin is to the unsaved.

The Way of Holiness
The prophet Isaiah spoke of Chirstianity as the 'way of

holiness," and said that "the unclean shall not pass over
it." When God justifies asinner. He provides for adeath to

And this death to sin is the basis of righteousness.

The grace of God, then, furnishes no encouragement to
s m .
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sin, unless one completely misunderstands the subject. Grace
provides for alife of righteousness before God. Through the
grace of God we are taught how to "live soberly, righteously
and godly in this present world" (Titus 2:11,12).

N e w n e s s o f L i f e

The obediedce of faith, manifested in baptism, results in
a"newness of life"—a life of holiness. There is perhaps no
stronger argument against sin in the Christian's life than Paul
makes in the language of our text. First he declares :"We...
died to sin." Then he calls our attention to the true meaning
of baptism into Christ. Just as Christ died and, being raised
from the dead, ever lives unto God, so we, having died unto
sin are raised from the watery grave to live unto God. We,
too, are "dead unto sin, but alive unto God through Christ
Jesus." The apostle is saying that our emergence from the
water o f bap t ism—our " resur rec t ion" s i g n i fi e s a r e n u n c i a ¬
tion of sin and the entrance into anew life of righteousness,
peace and joy.

Beloved, Christ's death was for the purpose of destroying
sin, and our baptism into His death unites us with this great
purpose. If it should be one's purpose to continue to live in
sin, he would be ignoring the significance of his baptism
into Christ and His death !

There are two parts to baptism, hence, there are two
things signified by it. The immersion, or burial, in baptism
signifies our death to sin. Then the emersion, or resurrec¬
tion, in baptism signifies our being made alive unto right¬
eousness. Both meanings are vital and significant. Baptism
is unto the remission of sins, to the alien sinner (Acts 2:38)
And, it is adeclaration of faith for the future in the life of a
C h r i s t i a n .

My friends, are you dead to the practice of sin ?Are you
alive unto God and His righteousness ?Have you really been
united with Christ in baptism ?Have you really been buried
and raised with Christ ?

Obedience from the heart in baptism is an urgent and
vital matter. The burial of baptism concerns our repentance
and death to sin ;the resurrection of baptism concerns our
becoming alive unto righteousness. This is why the apostle
was i nsp i red i o w r i t e t he beau t i f u l wo rds : "We who were
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death
We were buried therefore with him through baptism into
death :that like as Christ was raised from the dead s o w e
also might walk in newness of life Even so reckon ye also
yourselves to be dead unto sin, but alive unto God through
Chr is t Jesus."



C H U R C H E S O F C H R I S T I N Y O U R A R E A

C h u r c h o f C h r i s t

C - 2 2 S o u t h E x t e n s i o n I I
N e w D e l h i - 4 9

C h u r c h o f C h r i s t

37 M.S.O. Colony
B a n s a w a d i R o a d

Bangalore-33.

C h u r c h o f C h r i s t

1/46, Nirankari Colony
D e l h i - 9

C h u r c h o f C h r i s t

37 Thambuswamy Road
M a d r a s

Church of Christ

Nongrim Hills
Shillong-3, Assam

Church of Christ
508/32 Baida Road
New Hyderabad
Lucknow (U.P.)

C h u r c h o f C h r i s t

B o x 6 5 4 3

C u m b a l a H i l l

Bombay-26

C h u r c h o f C h r i s t

Ketti, P.O. Nilgiris
M a d r a s S t a t e

Church of Christ
N o . 5 0 - 7 5 3 - 1 7 7

Gooty Road
Kurnool-2 (A. P).

C h u r c h o f C h r i s t

Sugnu
Manipur

Church of Christ

Box 120, Camp
P o o n a - I .

C h u r c h o f C h r i s t

Churachandpur
Manipur.

These are but afew of the addresses of the churches of
Christ located in India. Contact the one nearest you for
information about worship services, Bible Correspondence
Courses, and tracts.
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