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EDITORIAL
The Grace Of God -

We are often reminded by our religious neighbours that we
are saved by the grace of God. They leave ‘the impression
that wein the church of Christ do not believe in the grace of
God since we teach the importance of obedience in relation to
salvation, However, this. is. not true. Actually, we believe
in both factors and we want to explain our beliefs. :

First of all; grace means compassion, favour, kindness, love,
mercy, and so on. It was God who so loved the world that
he gave his only begotten Son to provide salvation for a lost
and dying world. (John' 3:16, 17). Man being a sinner, he could
not save himself. (Romans 3:23). Thisis where grace comes
in. God provided salvation when man was lost, hopeless, and
could not save himself. But in providing salvation, he made
that salvation conditional. That is, he put it on the basis that
if man wanted to be saved then he would have to comply with
certain terms. or obey specific commands. God has always
worked on this basis.- But in requiring somethlng of man,
WouId not this take grace out of the picture ? Not at all, since
fan could never do enough to earn his salvation.

Now let us notice a passage of scripture that brings all of
this out very clearly. Paul says, .“For by grace are ye saved
through faith ; and that not of yourselves : it is the gift of
God : Not of works, lest any man should boast.” (Ephesians
2:8 9). Most people who read these words see only the grace
that saves and the works that hinder. But let’s take a closer
look. On the one hand, Paul is emphasizing the grace of God
that brings salvation, but only asit is received thmugh faith.
God’s part is described as grace, favour, or mercy That'is,
he has provided salvation. But what about man 7 Just be-
cause God has made it possible for man fo be saved, that does
not mean that man will be saved. He may reject the grace of
God. But on the other hand he may accept that grace. How
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can he do this? Through faith. This, then, is man’s part.-
But what is involved in faith? Obedience. This means that
if one has enough faith to do what the Lord has asked him to
do then he may be saved through the grace and mercy that has
been given to him. Read such verses as Mark 16:16 ; Acts
2:38 and other verses that call on the sinner to obey thie Lord.
Ini the next place, Paul says that man is not saved by works.
But what is he speaking about here ? Is he speaking of the
commands that one must obey to become a Christian ? If so
then that would take away faith, repentance, and the confession.
If it is talking about the works or obedience of the Christian
then that would mean that mothing would be expected of a
person, that every thing would depend on the Lord and conse-
quently it would demand that He save all. ‘But if you’ll read
the context you'll discover that he is speaking of the.works of
the law of Moses. Under the law everything depended on
works. John wrote, “For the law was given by Moses, but
grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.”” (John 1:17). No, we
are not saved by the works of the law, but we are saved by the
'gface of God through Jesus Christ as we respond to his condi-
tions of pardon, If you will continue to read on past Ephe-
sians 2:8,9 and read verse 10, youwll note that he says, “For
we are his workmanship, created in -Christ Jesus unto good
works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk
in them.” L
In Titus 3:4-7 Paul says, “But after that the kindness-and
love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, Not by works
of righteousness which we have done, but according to his
mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renew-
ing of the Holy Ghost; which he shed on us abundantly
through Jesus Christ our Saviour ; That being justified by his
grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal
life.”  Now these verses are saying practically the same thing
as we said in Ephesians 2:8,9. That is, God gavehis Son,
Jesus, that man might be saved, and it is through that mercy,
not the works of our own righteousness, that we are saved,
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provnded we accept that salvation “through' obeying his com-
mands Notlce carefully that he: says that weare saved by
‘mercy by the washmg of regeneration and renewing af the
‘Holy Ghost. Washmg of regeneratlon has reference to bap-
tism and the chatige that’ takes place as one submits to it and
is made a new creature in Christ by the remewing power of
the Holy Ghost Read ‘Acts 2:38 jand Acts 3:19.

In coxgclusxon let it be understood that 1f one is saved he
is saved by the grace. of God. ThlS ‘does not mean’ ‘that oné
can be saved without obeymg the Lord To the contrary,
one must accept the salvation that Christ has offeréd by belie-
ving in him and then domg what he has asked which-means
‘that he must go on to repent ‘of his sins (Luke 13:3), confess
Christ as the Son of God (Matthew 10:32), and be baptized to
be saved. (Mark 16:16). This is what Jesus said that.the
individual must do. Thus, whén man coémplies-with his law,
the Lord saves hlm No, the mdmdual does not and cannot
save himself. It .is the Lord who saVes ‘him as he obeys the
condmons that bring pardon.. But even after one has obeyed
the gospel of Christ, and spends all of his life in service to his
Saviour, obeying and working as hard as he can to please the
Lord and to.remain faithful to him, even then " 'if he is eternally
saved it will still be, by the grace of God... Man could never
do enough in this life to earn salvation. Even after he has
done all - that he has been asked to do, man.is, stxilasmfu]
being and js therefore dependent on the grace of, God to save
him in the end.

ASSOCIATE EDITORIAL '+ I

Tize ngdom of God

| In thls brlef arttc]e we are not gomg to '°tudy about
various kmgdoms or . lgmgdom - of ‘the worl&
Rathen, we w1ll make a study of the kmgdom of whlch the
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Bible speaksas beinga great treasure: and as a pearl of great
price. (Matthew 13 : 44, 45). Before its establishment, God
through His prophets - proclaimed that it would be built. He
also told when and where:and by whom it would be established,
(Tsaiah-2 : 2, 3 ; Zechariah 6 : 12-; Daniel 2 : 44). '

Those who read their Bible will have noticed that . the word,
“the kingdom of God” or “‘the kingdom of Christ” is mentioned
over and over_ again in the Bible. The book of God clearly
tells us that His kingdom was built around” 33 A.D. in the very
same way as He had said through His prophets centuries before.
Read carefully in your Bible the account in. the book of Acts,
chapter 2, and compare this with Isaiah 2:2,3; Daniel 2:37-44;
Joel 2 ¢ 28, 29; Mark 9 : 1. These verses tell us that it was to be
built or begun in Jerusalem, and in the last days, in the days of
the fourth world empire, ie., the Roman Empire. The Lord
would pour out His Spirit upon all flesh and Christ’s chosen
Apostles were to be alive to see its establishment. "Now, Acts
2 tells us about the fulfilment of these prophecies. If thoughtfully
and carefully you will study the chaptérg and verses mentioned,
you will never be ignorant of the greatness and necessity of the

kingdom of God.

~ However, there are scores of people who teach contrary to
what the Biblé says concerning the kingdom of God. Some
believe that it is still to come. They even pray, “Thy kingdom
come,” without understanding that this prayer was taught by
Christ as an example to his disciples prior to the establishment
of the kingdom. Once speaking to his disciples, Christ said,
“Verily I say unto you, that there be some of them that stand
here, which shall not taste of death, “till they have seen the
kingdom . of God come with power.” (Mark 9: 1). Now,
if the kingdom of God.is not yet come then John, Peter, Andrew
Christ’s other disciples, to whom he was speaking at that time,
must still be alive, more than 1900 ‘years old, some where in the
world. (Because Christ said some of them would not die TILL
they had seen the kingdom of God come with power.) Are you



roady to believe this ? I am siire you are not. ° Those w'ho teach
that God’s kingdom is still to come accuse Chrlst as, bemg an_'
lmposter

Yy,

- Many have thought that Christ came to earth the first tlme
with the intention of estabhshmg his klngdom upon the earth,
but when the Jews didn’t accept him as being king he changed
his plan and will come back the second time to do so. How-’
ever, such a doctrme is not even hmted at in God’s word. In
fact, in the first place Jesus did not come to establish his
kingdom upon the earth. He liiméelf said, “My kingdom is not
of this world.” (John 18; 36). Moreover, it is mentnoned ‘in
the book of John 6 : 14, 15 that upon seeing the miracles of
Christ many people came to him that they might 'take him with
them to'make him a king. But when Jesus percelved of thls he

departed’into a mountam

There is a group of people who teach that Chnst is commg
the second  time to establish his kingdom upon the earth and
that he will reign overita thousand years. For proof they
quote such verses as Revelation 20 : 6 where a thousand years is
mentioned as a figurative number. (Read 2 Peter 3 : 8),

No, Christ i is not coxnmg back to set up. his kmgdom at all,
Rather he is commg for his kingdom whlch already is in
existence and has been. since A, D 33.. (Acts 2). To show
you the purpose of Christ’s next commg, let me quote from
1'Corinthians 15:74 where the Apostle Paul says, “Then cometh
the end, when he shall have dehvered up the kmgdom ‘to God,
even the Father; when he'shall “have put down all’ rule and all
authority and power.” Therefore' he is not coming back'to start
his kingdom, but to receive it and to deliver itto God the
Father. To show that Christ is reigning now over blS kingdom he
goes on to say in: the next versé : “For he must™reign TILL he
hath put all enemies under his feet.” .

Speaking to his brethren ‘at Colosse: Paul says, “Giving
thanks unto the Father....Who hath delivered us from the: ‘power
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of darkness, and-hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear
Son,” (Colossians 1:12,13). Of course it is 1mposs1b1e to be
translated into something which does not even exist. ' Yet Paul
says God hath translated them into Christ’s kingdom.

But ‘do ‘you remémber that Daniel the prophet of God said
that this kingdom would never be destroyed and that it ‘would
stand forever ? Then how wonderful and safe would it ‘be to
become a citizen of such a kingdom and you can deﬁmte"ly
become its citizen by fulfiling the law of God, since " it is His’
kmgdom Jesus Christ said to enter into the kingdom of God
one must be born ariew, and to explaini it He farther mentl- ‘
oned that “Except a man be ‘born‘of water and of the Spmt he'
cannot enter mto the kmgdom of God. ” (John 3+ 3-5).

In Acts the second chapter when . the multitude heard the
Apostle Peter preaching, they asked what they should do. “Then
Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptlzed every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye
shall receive the gift of the - Holy Ghost.”. (Acts 2 : 38). . The
record says about 3000 ‘men gladly accepted these words and
did according to what Peter had told them to do. And the
Lord added them: to his kingdom. (Acts 2 : 41,47). All other

people who want to enter into the kingdom of God must do the
same, because Peter, saxd to this multltude, “For the promise is

unto you, and to your _ chlldren, and to all that are afar off,

even as many as the Lord our God shall ‘call.” (Acts 2:39).

Note For further study uppn th1s subject read “The Church

. of the Bible.” ‘This bogk is avallable in Enghsh and in

.. Hindi. FREE. from :. Church of ChtlSt c-22 South,
', Extenswn 2, New. Delhl 49

S L . A S

The Foolishness of God
W. A 'Bradfield
«Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weak-
ness of God is stronger than men.”” (1 Corinthians 1 :25). “It is
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tiot inman that walketh to direct his steps.” - (Jeremiah 10: 23).
““There is a way which seemeth right unto a man ; but the end
thereof are the ways of death.”” (Proverbs. 14:12.) “For my thou-
ghts are not your thoughts, neither. are your ways my ‘ways, saith
the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth,so are
my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your
thoughts i (Isalah 55:8, 9). One of man’s. greatest. errors is to
try to find a way of salvatlon that is reasonable and logical to
the human mind. Christianity is a. matter of faith, not logic.
2 Cormthlans 2:7)..

Examples of the Pnnclple

Naaman;-a great man, was a leper. (2 Kings 5). Leprosy
was an incurable disease  except by divine intervention. The
little maid who was taken captive wanted Naaman to go to the
prophet in Israel that he might be healed.- The king of Syria
wroté a letter: to the king of Israel and. Naaman carried. it to
him, . The king could not help him but God's prophet sent. for
Naaman to come to his house. The prophet told Naaman :
“Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and......thou shalt be
clean. Naaman became angry and “went into a rage.”” The
remedy was too simple. It was foolish to him. But he changed
his mind, did what God commanded, and was healed.

God gave Joshua the city of Jericho. (Joshua 6). But Joshua
and his men of war were required to march around the walls
one time each day for six days and seven times on the seventh
day. The priests were to sound the horns and the people were
to shout, and the walls would fall down and they could possess
the city. God gave:them the city but they had something to do
before they received it. It was grace on God’s part, plus obedi-
ence on Joshua’s part. Could God have done it some other
way ? Certainly, upon any condition or without condmons, but
after ‘hie gave his word, it must be obeyed. '

The Israelttes were biiten by ﬁery serpents (Numbers 21) God
, tol_d, Moses to place a brazen serpent on a pole and command
the Israelites who were bitten by the fiery serpents to look and
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live. They did exdctly as'.they weré commanded and - were
healed. God healed -them. It was the grace of . God, plus
faith and obedience on the part of the Israclites, that healed
these people. :

Christ healed a man barn blind. (John 9). Christ spat on the
ground and made spittle and anointed’ the' blind man’s eyes,
and commanded him to ““go, wash in the pool of Siloam.”” The
blind man did exactly as he was'told and he saw the light of
day for the first time. What caused the blind man to receive
his sight ? It was the power of God manifested by the Lord
Jesus Christ. It was grace coupled with faith and obedience.
The world would call this foolishness, but remember the “fool-
ishness of God is wiser than men ; and the weakness of God is
stronger than man.” To the blind man it was not foolishness

What are the conditions of salvation ?

“‘He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” (Mark
16 : 16). The Lord said in Mark 16 : 16 there are two things
one must do to be saved — believe and be baptized. But he that
believeth not shall be damned ; he could not be baptized. A
failure to. be baptized cannot damn him any more. The disbeli-
ever cannot repent, confess Christ, be baptized or eat the Lord’s
supper. Everything that one -does in becoming a Christian or
in living the Christian life is by faith. To men the conditions
of salvation may seem foolish but God’s ways and thoughts are
above his. We must obey God rather than man.

“Foolishness of Evolution”

| By 4
Paul Simen
I can understand why Evolutnomsts try so hard to prove
that the world has been in existence for millions of years ; be-
cause, it would have taken man that long to have developed by
‘the process of evolution—and then impossible, because only
‘life can impart life. One cannot give that which he, himself,

L/

(
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does not possess. Only God can give life-to dead matter ; there-
fore, only God could have formed man out of dust of the earth’
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life. God is life and
can give- life. There are 600,000 recorded species of hvmg in-
vertebrates and 36,000 -vertebrates. No. one species can cross
the line to another species. Evolutionists need to find, not one
missing-link between men and monkey, but 636,000 missing-
links, There 'is a  missing-link between every species and

it always will be mlssmg, because God has so decreed.

Evo]utlomsts are .. not satisfied to guess. what man looked
like millions of years ago, and call that guess, “Science™, but
are determined to guess how he will look a few years from now,
and call that guess, “Science.”  Roy Chapman Andrews writes
under the title, “How We Are Going To Look” in Readers
Digest. May, 1945, “Human being’s, half a million years from
now, would be caricatures in our eyes—something out of a bad
dream. Big round heads, almost. globular, hairless as a billiard
ball ; even the women! Very clever these future people will
be—much more intelligent than we are —but alas, at the expense
of hearing, tasting, seeing, and smelling. Their faces will be
smaller. But they will be taller, : probably several inches; (He
is not so sure about this bit of Science, but definitely so about
the rest of it. P.S,) though shorter bedies are predlcted with
longer legs and only four toes. .. . LI i .

- “We might hesitate . to 1nv1te one of those future humans to
dmner were he to appeat now in advance of his time; except
for his copversatxonal bnlhance.; But he. would have some physi-
cal advantages over us: mo .appendwms I no sinus trouble ; ne
fallen atches’” ... We should be, the' mos‘t happy people in‘the
world’ We were born just at the right txme , just think had'
we been born a few -million years. ago, we- should be squirming
mud-dogs ‘or’ baboons and had we not been born unfil half a
million years later, we should have had large globular heads,
with no hair. Itseems as though some of us do not have long
to go—just think, 500,000 years from now I shall be as:bald-
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head as a billiard ball. Alas, alas, poor me! And what are
500,000,, years—to an Evolutionist ? . . .

Mr. Andrews continues, “Such predictions aren’t guess
work. - They are based on the known progress of human evolu-
tion. Before us is the visible evidence of fossil human skele-
tons, beginning with that of the Java Ape Man, more than half
a million years old, and progressing in a definite sequence up
to the present day. We have every reason to believe (and yet,
he.does not give even one reason. I wonder why.—P.S.) that -
the development or reduction of the same physical characteri-
stics will continue into the future. We can visualize some of these
changes if we forget the paltry six thousand years of known
civilization and think in terms of thousands of centuries.”” He
says that those predictions are based on “known progress of
human evolution.” You can see just how much of itis
“known.” He has not made any of it known to us. Mr. An-
drews admits that -we ‘have no knowledge (Science) of civiliza-
tion prior to six thousandyears ago, but he had just said, “Before
us is the visible evidence of fossil human skeletons, beginning
with that of the Java Ape Man, more than half a million years
old ..” How does he know that they are more than 500,000
years old and that they are skeletons of the Ape Man, if civili-
zation is unknown beyond 6,000 years ago ? But he goes further
back than that. He goes beyond the knowable and tells us
what happened 60 million years ago, for he says, “It required
60 million 'years for the horse to change from the four-toed
Eodhippus, scarcely bigger than a fox, to the thoroughbred of
today.” . . ' .

. «“Not long" before the beginning of the Ice Age, say six or
seven million years, (Which ? Heis a Scientist. He: should
tell us whether it was 6 or 7 million years. Butwhatisa
million years to an: Evolutionist ? It is quickly said. = He re-
minds me :of a certain woman, who to a friend of mine,.said,
“Honey just say.you got it and get up from there.”” This friend
was seeKing “the baptism of the Holy Ghost and teplied, “I
haint got it and I haint gonnasay'l got it.’) he wasia quadru-
pedal ape, swinging blithely through the tree tops like a present-

. day gibbon or chimpanzee, But he was an ape with possibili-
ties.” ‘Some inner urge (What urge ? I have never been able
to learn how anything but a monkey can- know whya monkey
acts as he does--P.S.) jmpelled. him to get up on two.feet-and
free his hands for purposes other than locomotion. He did
this in an incredibly short time, judged by evolutionary stan-
dards (What are they ?—P:8.). - It required. 60 million years
for the horse to change from... What will happen to him (man
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P.S.);mentally and spiritually ‘we: can' omly - guess.””: Not all-
that glitters is gold.. Notall that is called, *“Science,” is

Science. W R
" The Anti Christ Day
Sunny David

' Christianity is a Bible subject. It originated with Christ and
the ‘Bible, especially the New Testament. ‘All Christians are com-
manded to abidein Christ and in his:words, because each one.
of us will be judged according to the words Christ hath spoken..
(John 127; 48 'and 15 : 4). Therefore, it is essential that what-
soever we' believe of practice it mustbe supported by. the New
Testament. . However;:.in' the religious world today thereare
many things being taught, believed, and practiced which are
absolutely: foreign to the New:Téstament' and: as well -as to
the whole Bible: In this article we:will consider only one of them
“Christmas”, the so-called birthday of Christ. Each year on
Décember 25th millions of people around the world celebrate
Christmas. They do so because they are told by- their -parents;
forefathers, and religious leaders that Christ was ‘born -on. this
day, i.e. December 25th. But the question is, does the Bible,
the source of Christianity, teach this ? If not, then how did it
come into existence ? S T ' Lrne

As a matter of fact, even the word Christmas is not ‘found
in the pages of the sixty-six books:of the Bible. The Bible teaches
that Christ was born, but nowhere does the -Bible say that
Christ was born on December 25th. Nowhere in the New
Testament do we have an example of thé disciples of:Christ ever
celebrating Christmas, or that the Apostles eveg: tanght to: do
50, . Again, it is not probable that Christ was born on December
35}, 'as the Bible says that shepherds wete otit’in’ the field
watching their flocks by night when Christ “was born. (Lukdi2¢
8). There was not likely any: reason for this in .the winter: -
Dptrling.December_ the climate in and around Bethlehem. is_very
c-ol-. \K . B i [T . (RS A S P A 24

~ What is commonly called ““‘Christmas” is not the birthday of
Christ. The word Christmas is from “Christes Masse’® which
. means Mass of Christ, and. it originated with the Catholic church.
- The Catholic church which:came into existence hundreds of years
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after, Christ had established his: church, observed several masses
of many different saints, and since they had no mass for Chrlst
they therefore planned to have a Christ’s Mass. After some
time it was decided by the Catholic church to observe the mass
of Christ as Christ’s birthday each. year on December 25th.
Later in the 11th century the Catholic church was divided into
two different groups, i.e., the Roman Catholic and the Greek
Orthodox church. However, the Roman Catholic church kept
celebrating Christmas on December 25th but the Greek Orthod-
ox church began to celebrate it on January 6th, which they do
till this time. Now, all of the modern day denommatlons have
come out of the Roman Catholic church since the ‘fifteenth
century, and with them they brought many man made teachings
and practices, such as Christmas, infant baptism, sprinkling for
baptlsm, the use of mechanical music in the church, ete.

Now, if God had wanted his people to celebrate, in any
special way, the birth day of Christ, He certainly would have
authorized such a celebration. The Scriptures contain all
things which pertain to life and godliness. (2Peter 1:3;2
Timothy 3: 15-17). Christmas, since it is not divinely authori-
zed, is an addition to the word of God, and is a doctrine and
commandment of men, and is vain worship. (Revelation 22:
18-19 Matthew 15 : 9),

The Bible, in 2 John verse 9, tel]s us, “Whosoever trans-
gresseth, and abideth not in_the doctrine of Christ, hath not,
God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, .he hath both:
the Father and the Son.” The New Testament cotisists of the do-
ct];me of the: teachmgs of Christ. Now, do we read, of Christmas
orthat of 25th December as ,the birthday .of Christ .in. ‘the
Néw Testament ? No, Certainly not. Then if we observe it,
we would be “transgressing, and not "abiding in the doctrine of
Christ.” Hence we would not have God, nor Christ. ‘

“Moreover, in many different churches, and as well as in
homes, on Christmas day people make an idol, or..a doll, .
and lay it in a manger as to show baby Christ. Please just
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think : Is it not a great insult to the Son of God ; Christ who
is the Lord of lords and King of kings, they compare him with
a doll ! "Each year they bring him down' ftom heaven that he
might be born annually, each year they cruc1fy him, and each
year they make him resurrected. How absurd ! How ridiculous !
Again, the majority of people get drunk, dance, and do Iﬁany
other unchristian things in the name of Christmas. On this day

'hundreds of people die because they drink much liquor to
celebrate Christmas. Is this what Christ requires from his follo-

wers ? Certainly, it is an antx-Chnst day and not Christ’s birth-
day.

Sing Or Sin
By Johnny Polk

There are four reasons offered in an attempt to justify the
use of instrumental music in Christian worship. They are :
(1) House of Israel; (2) Home; (3) Heaven; and (4) Holy
people today:

I. HOUSE OF ISRAEL

" Because a thing was authorized and or practiced under
the law of Moses doesn’t justify the practice today, for the law
has bsen changed (Colossians 2:13-15; Hebrews 8:6-7 ; 9:15-18.)
Paul said, “Ye are severed from Christ, ye who would be
justified by the law ; ye are fallen away from grace” (Galatians
5:4). To justify instrumental music today from the Old Law
is to fall from grace ! - - :

But WAS it authorized under the law of Moses ? Jesus
claimed to come in order to fulfill the law (Matthew 5:17), but
never once is there a record of either he or his disciples-having
used instruments of music. In fact, at the conclusion of the
Passover, “‘they had .sung'a hymn” (Mark 14:26)." Therefore,
the Old Law ‘didn’t include or ¢ommand instrumental music
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for worship !. It is true the-Jews USED .it, but they also prac-
ticed divorce and remarriage (Deuteronomy:24:1-4) whi¢ch God
hated (Malachi 2 16). They had made a golden calf, offered
'strange fire, etc., but in so doing.did .net obey Goéslaw
‘Their sins do not justify the same- ;sms today (I Conuthxans
10:6). o : :

But even if they DID use instrumenis of music in WOI‘Shlp,
'wand if that fact DOES Justxfy the same today, it also authorizes
EVERYTHING ELSE contained in the law of Moses ! = “For
whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one
point, he is become gmlty of all” (James 2:10). One must
keep all or none !

II, HOME

There are many things which .Christian liberty permits at
home that religious worship does not allow. When Christians
assemble to “break bread on the first day of the week (Acts
20:7), it is not to eat a common meal (I Corinthians 11:20-22).

~ When Christians gather, it should not be to wash hands as
a part of the worship (Mark 7:1-7). But there is no sin in wash-
ing and eating at home! Likewise, the instrument is right at
‘home— but wrong in church. And even if the scripture DID
authorize the use of the instrument in the home, that does

NOT authorize its use in Christian worship !
III. HEAVEN
To prove a thing to be in hieaven would not authorise its
use in worship today. For instrumental music to be scriptural,
it must be shown from the Scriptures it is designated for Chris-
tians in this life. The following, however, are some of the

verses utilized in’ an effort to prove. the use of mstruments wxll
be in Heaven.

Revzlatlon 5:8. “And When _he_ ‘had ; ;a_ken the bd.ok,.the
four living creatures - and. the four and.twenty elders fell down
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before the Lamb, having each one a harp, and golden bowls
full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.”. If this
passage were to be taken literally, this would : 1. Only autho-
rizé a harp, not a piano; 2. Only authorize 28 harps at most ;
3. Deny the verse’s own symbolism. - “bowls of incense,
WHICH ARE the prayers of the saints.” Revelation 14:2,
“And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many
waters, and as ‘the voice of a great thunder : and the voice
whigh I heard was as the voice of harpers harping with their
harps.” Again, if literal, -this would : -1.. Only - authorize
harps; 2. Authorize many waters and a great thunder ;. 3.
Deny John the use of symbolism, ¢As the voice.”

IV. HOLY PEOPLE TODAY

Men living in these days must restrict themselves to what
the New Testament declares (Romans 10:17). Therefore, the
following are pertinent ;

Romans 15:9 —*“Therefore will I give praise unto thee among
the Gentlles, and sing unto thy name. ” No instrument here,

" I-Corinthians 14:15—*I will sing with the spirit, and I will
sing with the understanding also,” 'No instrament here. -

" Ephesians 5:19 —“Spzaking one 'to another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with
your heart to the Lord.” The heart is referred to as an mstru—
ment, but no other is named.

Colossians 3:16 —“Let the word of Christ- dwell in you
fichly ; in all wisdom teaching aad admonishing one another
with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, smgmg with grace
in your hearts unto God.”” No instrument here. R

James 5:13—“Is any cheerful'7 let hlm sing praise.”” No
instrument here.

This is the entire New Testament teaching on Christian music.
The only instrument to be used to accompany singing isa
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figurative use of “heart””! Inasmuch as vocal music is the
only kind of music authorized, and there dre only two kinds
of music, instrumental music is forbidden. As gopher wood
was the only kind authorized for Noah’s ark (Genésis 6;14) ;
bread and fruit of the vine is all that is authorized for the
Lotd’s Supper (Matthew 26;26-27) ;singing is the only kind
of music mentioned in the New Testament for worship. All
else is excluded. “Through him then let us offer up a sacrifice
of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of lips which
make confession to his name” (Hebrews 13:15): . *The fruit
of lips.”  not fingertips ! - o

Some may say, “Instrumental music is an expedlent * Can
one expedite that which is not commanded ? It .DOESNT

expedite, it expatriates ! v
Or, “It'is.an aid.” It DOESN’T aid, it adds !

To find justification for instruments of music in praise to
God under the Old Law is to look too far backward. To look
into heaven is to look too far forward. To look at home is
to look in the wrong place. To look in the New Testament is
to Jook in the wrong place, for instrumental music is not com-
manded, authorized, or exemplified for use by Christians !

If youw'll have it anyway, Jesus says. ‘“Ye have made void
the word of God because of your tradition” (Matthew.15:6).
The BEST that can be said for ' the instrument in worship is
that it is unauthorized, unjustified, unmentioned, and ungodly !

On the Judgement Day, the Bible will be just as silent on
the support of instruments as it is today. ‘Repent ye, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of your sins,” (Acts 2:38).
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