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Have ydu ever heard of
The Church of Christ ?

[

In talking to various-ones in I.n'dia' about the church of
Christ, many seemed to have 'never heard ‘about it. What
about you ? Perliaps you héve. Let nie ask you, have you
eéver heard of the church of- ChnSt K If not, then T am asking’
you as I have asked others : © WHY NOT ? Don’t you have
a Bible ? What church do-ydii read‘about in its pages 7 If
you will read again you will discover tliat just one church
is' mentioned and that is thé‘cHitrch of Christ. Why, then,
haven’t you heard of thi§ chufeh? Why- haven’t all the
others ? You have had-the Bible thiotgh the years. Quite
a number of people in this aféa are members’ of some church
But what about the:Lord’s ¢cHurch ?’

The church of Christ exists around the world. It
doesn’t exist everywhere but it tan  be found' where there
are people who will follow the’ Bible and the Bible only.
This-church is not dendminationdl, sectarian, or man- made.
It is neither Catholic, Protestant; n6r - Jéwish. Then what
is it ? It is simply the church that you read about in the
Bible, being made up of - those who‘ obey the Lord and are
faithful to him. S '

Christ is the founder of‘this church. - Read and see for-
yourself. In Matthew-16:18 Chrisb sald ““And upon this
rock I will build my churéeh.” - - +h -

It had its beginning ‘in the/ ¢ity’ of Jerusaleln. Read
Luke 24 and Acts 2 and ‘you: will* see- that this' is true. It
did not have its beginning’ m London, 1n - Germany, in the
U.S.A., but in Jerusalem. '

The church was establishéd in- about A.D. 33. This -
means it is almost 2000 yeais ofd:: Read“agam in Acts 2 of -
how the church:had its* beginniﬂg and ﬂ'ms the date is deter-
mined on this basis.



With Christ as its builder then it took the" :name:.of
Christ. This was true as a church. “The churches of Christ
salute you.” (Romans 16:16). This was also true of its

“members. “And the disciples .were called Christians first in
Antioch.” (Acts 11:26). The %lble on1y~ will make Chris-
tians only. Remember that: *; - - A

Christ established biit one church In Ephesians 4:4 it
is called the one body. In Colossians 1:18 the writer says
that the body is the church.. Therefore one.church.

Christ is the head of the church. “‘For the husband. is:
the head of the wife, even as Christ is the. head of the church:.
and he is the saviour of the body.” (Ephesians . 5:23). The.
Lord’s church does not have an earthly head. or earthly
headquarters. Christ is the head and ;he dwells in heaven.
at the right hand of God. ..., 1 ,

Christ is the saviour of the church .This is also pomted
out in Ephesians 5:23. This means that if one is to be saved
then he must be a member of the church.

Christ died for the. church .-(Ephesians 5;25; Acts
20:28). This is how much it-meant to him. What does .it
mean to you ?

The saved are added to 1t (Acts 2: 47) And Christ,
adds the saved to the right: church his: church.

He is coming back for his., church.-. (Ephesians 5 : 27).
What if you are not a member of it when he comes back ?:
Think about that. . C o

The Lord’s church is already m this area, in this crty,
and in this community. You can be a member when you-
love the Lord enough to read and. study his word :and do
what it teaches. In so doing-you will:come to believe the. .
word of God, its author and Jesus Christ his son, (Hebrews .
repent of all of your sms or tum, from them (Luke 13:3;
Acts 17:30 ; Acts 2:38), confess Chnst as, the Son of God
(Romans 10 :10; Matthew 10:32), and then be baptrzed
(buried in water) for the remrqswn of your sins.. . (Acts 2 :38;
As a result the Lord wxll add you to h1s church (Acts 2 47), ‘
and you will be a Christian only. (1 Peter 4 :°16). . This,,;
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will make you a member of the church: of Christ in your
" area and it will remain as long as there are people who love
the Lord, will obey him, and be. faithful to him. This does
not mean, however, that you will beia part of just another
church. Neither will you be beginning a denomination, for
the Lord’s church is not a denomination. -
i~ For the time being, if you would like to know more
-about this church, read your Bible. You are also invited
. to contact us personally for further information and for a
.free home Bible correspondence course.
.~ “Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus
throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.” - (Ephesians
.3:21), ‘ ' :



. ASSOCIATE EDITORIAL -
The Anti Christ Day

Christianity = is a Bible subject. It originated with
Christ and the Bible, especially the New Testament. All
-Christians are commanded. to abide in Christ and in his
words, because each one of us will be judged according to
. the words Christ hath spoken. (John 12 :48). Therefore,
it is necessary that whatsoever: we believe or practice it must
be supported by the New Testament. However, in the reli-
gious world today there are many things being believed and
practiced which are absolutely foreign to the New Testa-
ment aswell as to the whole Bible. This time we will con-
sider only one of them : “Christmas”, the so-called birth
day of Christ. Each year on December 25th millions of
people celebrate Christmas. They do so because they are
told by their parents, forefathers, and religious leaders that
Christ was born on this day, i.e., December 25th. But the
question is, does the Bible teach this ? If not, then how did
it come into existence ?

As a matter of fact, even the word Christmas is not
found in the pages of the 66 books of the Bible. Nowhere
does the Bible say that Christ was born on December 25th.
Nowhere in the New Testament do we have an example of
the disciples of Christ ever celebrating Christmas, or that
the Apostles ever taught to do so. It is not probable that
Christ was born on December 25th. as the Bible says that
shepherds were out in the field watching their flocks by night
when Christ was born. (Luke 2 : 8). There was not likely
any reason for this in the winter. During December the
climate in and around Bethlehem is cold.

What is commonly called ‘““Christmas” is not the birth
day of Christ. The word Christmas is from ¢ ‘Christes
Masse” which means Mass of Christ, and it originated with
the Catholic church. As the Catholic church observes lots
of masses of many different saints, and since they had no
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mass for Christ, they therefore planned to have a Christ’s
Mass. After some time it was decided by the Catholic
church to observe the Mass of Christ each year on December
25th. Later in the 11th century the Catholic church divided
in two different groups, i.e., thé Romah Catholic and the
Greek Orthodox church. However, the Roman Catholic
church kept celebrating Christmas on December 25th but the
Greek Orthodox church began to celebrate it on January
6th. which they do till this timé. Now, all of the modern
day denominations have come out of the Roman Catholic
church since the fifteenth century, and with them they
brought many man-made teachmgs ‘and practices, such as
Christmas, infant baptism, $prinkling for baptism, the use
of mechanical music in the church, etc.

Now, if God had wanted his people to celebrate, in
any special way, the birth day 6f Christ, He cértainly would
have authorized such a celebration. The Scriptures contain
all things which pertain to life and godliness. (2 Peter 1:3;
2 Timothy 3 : 15-17). Christtiias, sifice it is not divinely
authorized, is an addition to thé word of God, and is d
‘doctrine and commandment of men, and is vain worshlp
(Revelation 22 : 18,19 ; Matthew 15 : 9). -

Moreover, in many different churches, and as well as in
homes, on the Christmas day peoplé maké an idol, or a doll,
andlay itin a manger as to show baby Christ. Please
just think : Is it not a great insult to the Son of God:
Christ who is the Lord of Lords and King of Kings, they
compare him with a doll | Each year théy bring him down
from heaven that he might be born annually, eachyear they
crucify him, and each year they make him resurrected. How
absurd ! Again, the majority of people gét drunk, dance, and
do many other unchristian things in the name of Christmas.
On this day hundreds of people die because they drink much
liquor to celebrate Christriias. Isthis'what Christ requires
from his followers ? Certamly, it is"an anti- Chnst day and
fot Christ’s birth day. -
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UNITY IN CHRIST
| ,7 6WEN ;gséadvé

The subject of religious umty should be of. great inte-
rest to every person who  considers hlmself a . Christian.
Umty is one of the great themes of the New Testament. The
Lord Jesus taught its m:lportance and fervent]y prayed for it,
(Matthew 12:25; John 17:14-26). :

Umty or Union ?

" Many in the modern world want rehglous “Union”
but not ““unity.” If steel isglued to wood, there is union.
But if steel is melted together with other steel it represents
unity.

The pleas of many for union try to lgnore the vast
differences in religion caused by human dogma. They reject
all petitions for unity declaring it 1mpractlcal impossible,
and perhaps even undesirable.

The Bible forbids Chrlstlans to ally with false rehglons

(I John8 11 Romans 16:17-18; II Corinthians 7: 14-18) In
Paul’s plea to the religious partles or ;factions at Corinth,
he did not urge them to continue in their denominational
beliefs ignoring their differences and justifying their division
by a superficial . show of union. Rather he commanded.
them to put away their denominational beliefs and, on the
basis of God’s word to unite spiritually.
. “Now I beseech. you, brethren, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and
that there be no division among you; that ye be perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.
(I Corinthians 1:10).



The churches of Christ plead for this unity that Paul
enjoined. ' Two cannot.walk together: “except they be agreed.
(Amos 3:: 3). Men propose union. i(God demands unity.
Bases of Unity . R a e

. The New Testament: teils people HOW to be united in
Christ. May it be recognized> that " God wants more than
mere unity.. People can be united in error:and wrong doing.
The Lord wants all to:be united in trath and righteousness.

In his epistle to the Ephesians, chapter 4, the apostle
Paul gives a marvelous and sitaple ‘plafi for unity in Christ.
Along with various personali-and:: spiritual qualities so
important to peacé.:and understanding, - he‘mentions seven
DOCTRINAL bases of-Christian unity.:: These ‘are the bare
essentials of . religiaus. iarmony: .‘True. concord cannot be
achieved without them. -As mén.reject’:omne'ior several of
these bases of unﬂy, they frustrate the-plca for roneness in
Christ, S T B £ S ET LS :

- Note carefully these ‘seven -ifems:that: Paul mentlons in
Ephesmns 4:3-6 : '
ONE BODY —In this same epistle, chapter I, verse 22 and

23, and in chapter 5, verse 23, Paul makes it very plain .

that the body to WthhJ he ;'efers 1s the church of the

* Lord. LY
ONE SPIRIT—Paul speaks here of" Godfs spmt which helped
“'in creating” ‘the’ world whxch gulded the wrltmg of _
the Bible, and which dwellﬁs in Chr tzans
ONE": HOPE—Our great hope m hfe JS hfe eternal with
- 'God.
ONE’' LORD—This i is Jesus Chrlst the Son of God.”
ONE FAITH—Thi¥ is thq system of bellef revealed in the
-1 New Testament. (Fide3). | : '
ONE BAPTISM—The baptxsm eommanded in Christ’s

" Great Commnssmn isd bhn;ﬂ (Romans 6:4-5) in water

(Acts 8:36; 10:47) for the" remission o of sins. ‘(Acts 2:38;"

- 22:16; Galatlans 3: 27-29) ‘
ONE GOD——The only true and Ilvmg God is Jehovah, the

Creator of the universe, and the Oqe who shall judge

all men. ‘
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How many is one ?

At this point, let it be stressed that “one” does not
refer to 3 or 40 or 300. - It.is a specific number referring to
“I”—no more and no less,

It is not difficult for most people to determine the
meaning of this word in the expressions ‘“‘one Spirit” “one
hope,” ‘“‘one Lord,” .and *‘one God.” If someone should
attempt to teach that there are many Lords or many Gods;
Christendem would. anse in a storm of protest at such
heresy.

. But there are many today who deny vehemently that
there is only one body, only ore  faith, or only one baptism.
The most frequent criticism of the Church of Christ is that
it believes that there is: one truechurch, that all people
should accept the one:faith of the New Testament, and' that
all. people should submit to the one baptism commanded in
Christ’s Great Commission.- (Matthew: 28;18-20; Mark 16:15-
16). Churches of Christ do not believe these things just to
be cranky or harsh, They believe them: because the Bible so
teaches. "

Let us Unite e .':.

‘We are not ashamed to exhort all men to be truly one
in Chrlst When men would deude and discourage thn plea,
all men might be one in: Hlm : :

The time is aIready short for attamlng real umty in
Christ. Those who cling to ‘human opinion and doctrine are
delaying the process. Those wha speak in great platitudes
and generalities about umty, but who ho]d to their divisive
human names and creeds are upped‘m,g progress toward the
unity for which Christ prayed.

Are you w11]1ng to. do ypur part to obtam umty in
Christ ? If so, we urge you to worehlp the one God to obey
the one Lord and Saviour Jesus. Chmst, to obey the one bap-
tism, and thereby to be a. merqber of the one body, llvmg by.
the one faith, and pressuixg .on toward the one great hope of
life. (Galatians 3:27-29).
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IS BAPTISM ESSENTIAL 7

RAYMOND C. KELCY

.- iJesus said, “Go ye into all-the world and preach the
gospel to the whole creation. He that believeth and is bap-
tized shall be saved, but he that disbelieveth shall be con-
demned.”- (Mark 16:15, 16).- This is not my statement:
it i$ not something of which any man in the worldis the
author; it - is not the decision of any human conference.’
Theseiare the words of the Lord. And what did he say ?
‘‘He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” He did
not say. “He that believeth shall be saved.” Nor did He
say, ‘““He: that is baptized shall be saved.” But'He said
‘“‘He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.”

In Luke’s record of the Great Commission, (Luke
24:46,:47), we find the ‘words “remission of sins’ instead of
‘“saved’ as in Mark’s record, This is the meaning of salva-
tion, then, as here used...forgiveness. In Mark’s record
the Lord places two items before salvation. The two items
are belief and baptism. According to this, baptism comes
before salvation and salvation comes after baptism. How
could any person claim to be saved before he is baptized ?

In the famous passage before us Jesus names two
conditions with which one must comply to be forgiven. The
absence of either of the two stipulated conditions will
condemn. It has been objected that Jesus did not say,
‘““He that believeth not and is not baptized shall be condemn-
ed,” No, Jesus did not say that. He merely said, “He that
disbelieveth shall be condemned.” It would have been
foolish to say ‘“He that disbelieveth and is not baptized
shall be condemned” since it is impossible for the disbelie-
ver to be baptized. In another passage Jesus said, “He that
believeth not is condemned already.” (John 3 : 18). Both
conditions must be complied with before the blessing can
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rightfully be claimed, but failure to comply with either of
the conditions would forfeit any right to the blessing.

In striking contrast we have the teaching of modern
theology which insists ‘He that believeth- and is not bap-
tized shall be saved. Let _every one be certain to see the
two statements in contrast :

“He that bélieveth and is baptized shall be saved.”

(Jesus).

““He that believeth- qnd is not baptzzed shall be saved.”
(Modern Theologians)., .

Do you accept the one that says “Is baptzzed” or the
one that says ““Is not "baptized ?” Jesus said one; men say
the other. Which do you.accept?: Jesus said on another
occasion, “In vain. do they w-orship me, teaching for-doc-
trines the commandments of men.”. (Matt. 15:9). Those
who teach “He that believeth and is not baptized shall be
saved” are teachmg the,doctrines; of men.

Some maintain that we can’t all understand this state-.
ment of Jesus alike.: Read. the book of . Acts and see how
the apostles understood it.. Baptism was a part of every
case of conversion. Can it be thatin .some cases it is not
lack of understanding but a:lack of faith ? It may be that a
person does not believe - this simple statement -of Jesus but
surely he doesn’t misunderstand it.

10
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Is It Wrong To Change
E WALLACE ALEXANDER

Of what church are you a member ? Have you ever
seriously thought about why you are a member of it ?

s“Do I have a.reason based on the Word. of God for the
rehg1ous beliefs: that.I hold ?”’

“Perhaps I just inherited my religion from my parents
and have never-seriously - cons1dered my beliefs in. the light
of God’s Word.” : o .

““Could it be that T'am affiliated with a rehglous group
because of its position of respect in the community or
because of its elaborate rituals and beautiful structures ?”

* Cok I '

or These thoughts naturally come into the minds of people
when serlously consxdermg reasons for their beliefs. And
many, even though reallzmg these are true, try to justify
themselves by the Word of God—they turn to the Bible to
justify themselves instead of letting God plainly speak to
them. Oné’s attitude in studying the Bible should be “Speak
Lord thy servant heareth »o

The Sorutlon 1

el

The honest person w1ll of course, go to the Bible and
let it speak to him. Now, suppose he finds that he has been
wrong in h;s rehglon ‘what should he do ? It is easy to see
that all conﬂlctmg groups cannot be right unless the Blble‘
1s a book of conﬁlctlons and confusxon

| The Bible-tells of many who were. in the same pos1tlon
of rpeople today who are sincere, yet mistaken. There have
been people like that, perhaps since the time sin entered into.
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the world. Notice two examples of such people and what
they did.

The apostle Paul formerly was an honest murderer and
persecutor of Christians. He Plainly stated that he
had lived this ‘kind of life'with a -good conscience before
God. On the“road to Damascus, the Lord appeared to him
convincing him he was- wrong.  He_gave up power, fame,
popularity, and the favour of his own people in order that
he could serve the true God (Phil. 3:4-8). Paul changed his
life; he changed his teligion.

Notice also the example of Cornellus (Acts 10). Cortie+
lius was a goodi. man—a man with whom very few could
favorably compare today. Biit -he was wrong religiously,
He changed. He believed in Christ and was baptized.

Paul and Corncllus learned they were “wrong and they
changed. They did not believe they could be pleasing te
God while continuing, in - theeir former ways They had th
courage to change.

Why Do 'Peop;le Not Change Today ?

People today must be Just as noble if they please God.
God placed His Book in men’s hands for them to study, to
learn His will, and to pattern their livés after what He says.
One cannot please God and contiiiue m a religion that cun-
fiot be supported’ by God’s Word.,

~_ But changmg rcllglon in the 20th century is not usually
looked upon as an act of nobility. Indeed, it is not goody
if the change isfrom one error to another. Howevert, the
wisest step a person could take would be to forsake a
religion unauthorlzed by God and accept pure New Testa-
ment Christianity, -=* .= -t

' Suppose you - ch‘aﬂge your rellglon in order to live
closer to the Word of God': You may be scorried in #iany
circles. You will be considetéd a traitor, pethdps, by many
of your former associates. The one who taught you the
truth may: be considered -a “‘sheep-stealer’® or be acetised of
trying to “build-up his church by tearing down anothes.”
But.regardiess: of this, follow: after-truth !

12



Will you not study the will of God—not to justify
your belief, but letting the Lord speak to you ? Then accept
what you learn, free from the ideas and opinions of men,
and obey it.immediately.’ God will be pleased. Your soul
will be saved—that is all‘that really matters !

MRV L 4
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It Does Matter
What You Believe

“It doesn’t matter what you believe, as long as you are
sincere”

That’s what a plumbing salesman told me one day—-
and so many people have said the same thing that it is al-
most a proverb.

This popular saying puts a premium on sincerity and
sincerity is a rare thing in this age of sham -and superficial
things. We all admire the man who is sincete and despise
the hypocrite. We have great respect for the man who is
so sincerely in earnest in his convictions that he is willing

to die for them.
But sincerity is not enough.

Mr. Monrie sincerely believed that the rail-road tracks
were clear or he wouldn’t have been caught on the tracks in
his automobile and hurled into eternity.

Mrs. Jones sincerely believed it was a dose of medicine
she was taking from the bottle in the medicine cabinet. It
turned out to be poison and she died.

Joe Brady felt sincerely that he was doing the right
thing to rid the community of the man he hated. But the
law court did not think so, and the electric chalr awaited
him. -
Sincerity is a fine thmg—~—one of the noblest of virtues— -
and yet it didn’t save these people and countless others from :
an untimely end. -

Nor will sincerity save your soul if you beheve 1he
wrong thing,. In fact, it is far more- deadly to beheve the
wrong thing than to drink poison. -

The statement, It doesn’t matter what you believe,”

16



assures that any faith is all right and will get you to Heaven
-if you follow it sincerely.

But that isn’t so !

-The heathen are in great earnest as they worshlp their
- images of wood ‘and stone and gold and silver. The Hindu
fakirs that go on long pilgrimages or lie for years on beds
of spikes are utterly sincere—but they are lost. The
Mahammedans stop work and drop on their knees wherever
that may be and pray to Allah five times daily. - Many of
them are sincere too, but they are lost. The Jews with un--
questioned sincerity go through a careful ritual of feats and
days, but multitudes of them have rejected the Christ and
so they too are lost.

Not even all so-called Chrlstnans are saved. If you
place your entire hope of salvation in a pope or in the inter-
cession of priests and departed saints you are. lost. If you
rest your faith in religious ceremonies, you are lost. If you
think the pearly gates of Heaven will swing open for you
because you are a good moral man or because of the good
deeds you have done that merit eternal life, you may be
as sincere as the day is long, but you will certainly be lost.
‘“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
into the kingdom of heaven ; but he that doeth the will of
my Father which is in heaven,” said Christ.

It is the Devil’s lie that it makes no difference what you
believe. It makes a world of difference what -you believe! .
A person can be saved only by coming as a needy, helpless
sinner to the Lord Jesus Christ and accepting his pardon—a
pardon made possible because Christ died on the cross the
death we deserved to die. Christ alone can save us and
keep us saved. ‘“Neitheris there %alvation in any other”
cried the Apost]e Peter, ““for there is none other name under
- heaven given among men whereby we must be saved.”

Printgd at Printsman, New Dethi-5 _ (Phone 566837)
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