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What is the foundatron of the church? Upon what is
Christianity based ? On what does the Chnstran Stand and
what assurance does he have that it will not give way ?
_There is some controversy over the answers to these ques-
tions, but we want to solve them by gorng to the Bible
itself.

Christ asked the Apostles on one occasion ‘what: -the
world thought of him. They explained ‘that some: thought
he was John the Baptist, and others Elijah, ‘still others
Jeremiah, or one of the other prophets. Obviously Christ
was none of these and he could not have been pleased with
these answers. Then he turned to the Apostles with another
question, this time mqumng of their own faith. ,l:le asked,
“But whom say ye that.1 am ? With this question we have
the follomng answer and remarks: “And Simon Peter
answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living
God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art
thou, Simon Barjona : for flesh and blood hath not - revealed
it unto thee, but my Father ‘which, is in- heaven. :And | say
also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock | will
build my church; and the gates. of hell shall not prevail
.against it. And | will give unto thee the:-keys of the . kmgdom
of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on.earth- shall
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be bound in heaven :. and whatsoever thou shalt -léose on
earth shall be loosed In heaven.” (Matthew 16 : 16-19). -

What is the meaning of the fofegoing passage ? Simply
that Christ was trying to find what others thought of him,
especially those who had been with him, the Apostles. While
the world seemed to be divided, the disciples spoke-as one
when Peter said, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living.
God.” This was what the Lord wanted to hear .and it was
upon this kind of confession that he was able to make the
promise, ‘And upon this rock 1 will build my church.” The
rock here is not Peter, but rather it is Christ, the one that
Peter and the Apostles had confessed as being the Son of
God. Peter's name in" the Greek language means stone or
pebble, but the word rock as "used here means a solld mass
of rock or a rock as used in a foundation. Peter could not
have been the rock on which the church was to be bunlt
because Peter was only a man, subject to mistakes and
errors. However, Christ wanted to build his church on the
foundation which would stand forever and of course that
could mean no one but himself.

The church rests upon the fact that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God. Christianity itself is meaningful because of
this. The Christian has hope as a result of it. On the other
hand, if it could be successfully proven that Christ was an
imposter, that he is not the Son of God, then the church,
Christianity, and hope in‘Christ would fall by the waysnde

Paul settles the matter once and for all when he says,
“For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid,
which is Jesus Christ.”” (1 Corinthians 3::11). In speaking
of the church with the members of it as related to Christ,
Peter writes, “To whom coming, asunto a living stone,
disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious,
Ye also, as Ilvely stones, are built up a spiritual house, an
holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable
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to God, by Jesus Christ. Wherefore also it is contained in
the scripture, ~Behold, | lay in Sion a chief corner stone,
elect, precious : and he that believeth on him shall not be
confounded. Unto you therefore which believe he is preci-
ous : but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which
the builders disallowed, the same i$ made the head of the
corner, And a-stone of stumbhng, and a rock of offence,
even to them which stumble at the word, being dlsobedlent
whereunto also they ‘were appomted " (1 Peter 2: 4 8)

Get the picture now : Christ is the foundatlon, and to
add emphasis, he is described as. the chief, corner stone of
the spiritual house, the church. - That aspmtual -house is
made up of lively stones WhICh .rest upon this foundation.
These lively stones are mdlvldual members of the church.
Paul tells us further that. the church is the pillar and ground
of the truth. (1 Timothy 3 : 15). This. means that the
church holds up the truth, or that it is the responsibility of
the church to preach the truth to the world.

There is one Christ and therefore there is one foundation.
But to build on this foundation one must obey the gospel
and be added to the Lord's church. (Mark 1616 ;'Acts
2:47). Now let me ask you some questions : Are you a
member of the church that you can read about i in the Bible ?
If not, on what are you building ? ‘You may build upon
many things in this world, but only by obeying Christ can
you build upon that which will stand for all time and
etermty All else represents the sand and you know what
this means. * Listen to Christ himself, as he says, “Therefore
whosoevsr heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, 1
will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house: upon
arock : And the rain descended, and the floods came, and
the winds blew; and beat upon ‘that house ; and it fell not
for it was founded upon a rock. And every one that heareth
these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likeried
unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand :
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And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds
blew. and beat uponthat house: and it fell : and - great was
the fall of it.” (Matthew 7 : 24-27). ’ '

ASSOCIATE EDITORIAL o - : ;
Belzeve, Obey, and be ‘Saved

When Israel, God s people, were.in the bondage of. Egypt
God chose Moses to deliver them from slavery. God wanted
to bririg thém up out of that’ fand unto a good land, and unto
a land flowmg with milk and honey They had to walk from
Egypt fo thé‘promised land a'long journey. " On thélr match
they became’discouraged ‘because of the long distance. And
they murmured and spake dgainst God and: ‘Moses: saying,
«Wherefore have ye brought s up"odf 'of Egypt to’ die in the
wilderness ?"° God punished the childfen of Israel-by sending
fiery serpents amonyg the people who ‘bit them and many of
the people of Isragl died. Seeing this, they feared God and
realized the sin that they had spoken agamst God. . And they
pleaded with Moses that he should pray ‘'unto the Lord that
He take away the serpents from them. So Moses prayed for
the people and God heard Moses'’ prayer. God told Moses to
make a flery serpent which should be set on a pole, and He
commanded that everyone that was bitten, when he looked
upon it (serpent_on the . pole), that he would live. “And
Moses made a serpent, of brass, and put |t \upon a pole, ‘and
it came to pass, that rf a serpent had brtten any man, when
he beheld the serpent of brass, he Ilved " (Read Numbers
21:4-9). ' . o

From the above statement.we. learn that the lsraelltes
realized theit sin and they wanted to be saved. They were
sure that they couldnt save themselves, but .they had faith in
God that he would save them. However, they.weren 't going
to be saved by their faith alone. Gad gave them a command
to obey, that is, those who would leok upon the serpent.of
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brass wou‘l‘d be'saved. This® they beheved and obeyed God's
command and were sav«ad

ln the frfth chapter of 2nd ngs, twelfth book in the
Bible, we read of.a man named Naaman, a captain of the
host of the king of Syria, We are told that he .was a leper. He.
had a Ilttle mald who was of the Iand of lIsrael. She knew
that |n Israel there was a man of God Elrsha, who' would
cure Naaman of his Ieprosy When Naaman came to know
this through the little mald he departed from there to meet
Elisha. When he came to his- house, and stood at the door
waiting: for Elisha to come: out to receive him, Elisha sent a
messenger out who told Naaman,..'#'Go and wash in Jordan
seven times and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou
shalt be clean.”’ Hearing this,: Naaman got very angry and
went away. ‘He said, “’I thought Elisha. woeuld: come out him-
self to meet-me and would do sorie ‘thing. to heal me, But

gotten mad and thereforg he drd not accept what the prophet’
of God had mstructed h|m to do To hrm lt was. ndlculous
Hxs own words are recorded m the 12th verse when he sald,
“Are not Abana and Pharpar nvers of Damascus better than
all the waters of Israel 7 May I not wash in them and be
clean ¥ So he turned and went away m arage. But when‘
he was golng back o his home on th way his" servants
asked him’ that if the prophet’ had told hlm to do somé great
thifig, would not’ ‘he'had done ity They said, "Why don‘t
you ‘do the élmpt’éjthi‘ng he' toid ‘you to" do, wash and be
cledn'?” ‘Naaan agreed 'té' it '““Then-wenit he down, and
didpéd Hlmself seven' tlmes“ih Jordan, accordmg to the
sang of'the’ man’“of God : and hls flesh came agam llke:
cmto the flésh of a nttié child and He' was c1ean " (Verse 1’4)

FPRXEE EEEE I

In thrs a.ccount we are told that: Naaman ‘belleved that
Ellsha, thie man. of God, could cleanse him: Thus he went to
him to be cured. Elisha, by the inspiration of the Lord; gave
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him a command to obey. Only when Naaman obeyed that
command, that is, dlpped himself seven times in Jordan, was
he cleansed. But not until he did so. And again we conclude,
he‘ believed, obeyed God's command, and was healed.

"And then ‘we read of a man who was blind from his birth.
When Jesus saw this man, *.....he spat on the ground, and
made clay of the sp|ttle, and fie anornted the eyes of the
blind man with the clay. And he said unto him, Go, wash in
the pool of Siloam. He went his way therefore, and washed,
and came seelng " Read John 9 1 7

What is lmportant to note in this statement is th|s, that
the blind man did not doubt. what Christ had asked him: .to
do. He went immediately and washed his eyes in the pool,
which shows his great faith in Christ. Once again the infer-
ence is that he believed, obéyed what Chrlst had told him to
do, and thus he was healed. . . L :

The Blble, the word of God plamly warns us that all of
us are sinners, and thus all aré’ subjected to hell, ‘the place of
eternal destruction. But Chnst made it possible that all the
world through him might be saved. The Bible says . that
Christ is “the author of eternal salvatlon unto all’ them 'that
obey him.” But what should one obey to be saved ? Christ
hlmself sald “He that beheveth anrl 'is baptized shall be
saved but he that belleveth not shall be damned:” (Mark
16 : 16). Now, do you want to be saved ?  Then believe,
obey (be baptized into Chrlst)i and be saved Some of you
m|ght clalm that you are saved already, but th,e pomt is,
have you followed the. prescnptlon of the Savrour 2 not
then you are lost. Frlends why are you decelvmg yourself
||ke Naaman who did’ not. want to obey God's command ?
Why not belleve, and be burred |nto “water (baptlzed), that
you mlght be saved ? But remember only bellevmg in God
ot Christ will-hat save you, just as it.did not save the: lsrae-
lites, and did not heal Naaman and the Blind man. You must
also-obey Christ's command to be saved from your sins. s
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" ‘Surely there'is no power in a‘s_nake,ofv‘brass to save one.
Neither is there any power in water or clay to heal one. But
there is power indeed in the command of the Lord. Why not
obey today ? C "

This Is The Church of Christ
: W by . i o
Rollo Tinkier

‘Over 1900 years ago Jesus built His church. The centu-
ries have witnessed its division:

- Now over 250 denominations exist in the U.S. alone.
The world ‘is tired of such etdless division. Homes are torn
by it. Fine people are discouraged by it. And Bible study
is neglected because of it. But there is a‘thrilling movement -
back to the unity of Jesus’-Church. Churches of Christ are
demonstrating that the simplicity of ~original Christianity can
be restoredf . ':’ ‘i>‘. \ B FREC s .

- THis movement : is - the fastest: growing religious move-
ment in America. -The:Chureh -of Christ doubled in the last
decade. - Over the . past twenty years it has mushroomed at
the. astonishing rate of 580 per cent and now stands as the
tenth largest church of the nation. : : :

Such sexplosive expansion has stirred the " thinking of
thousands with numerous questions.  :Pethdps you also
would like more i,nfo_rmat»iqnv“glggult ;hg; church of Christ.
If so, the following queBtions™and rémarks should prove
helpful. - :. . DU T A SR T Y IR '
oo wr ST \Whattls Its Plea? - S

The* original ‘chiitch was ‘a united “cidrch. (Acts 2:42 f
&4 :32) Henge, the church of Christ pleads for the resto-
ration of the original church and the unity of all believers in
that church; ‘ : :
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Experience- and the Bible teach that division is sinful.

(1 Cor 1 10: John 17 : 20) The need of the hour is not

""" chutch but the origmal church with its unity. The

need is for those who will‘lay aside party names, creeds and

ties and be Christians only. Jesus’ church can be restored

if men will but do Bible things in Bible ways and call Bible
things by B|b1e names

The °arly dlsclples were just Chnstlans (Acts 11 : 26)—
neither Protestants nor Catholics. Protestantism and Catholi-
cism were unheard of until centuries later. Thus the
res’gdratiqn of the Biblical church will. lead us once again to
be just Christians—neither Protestants nor Catholics.

.. Neither. were early Christians denominationalists.. Paul
was not a member of one denomination, Peter another, and
James and -John members of a third. Instead, they con-
demned division :and the wearing of additional names as
carnal (unspiritual). (1 Cor. 1.:10-13.& 3 : 3-4) .

" Churches of Christ are pleadmg that all’ shouid ‘be only
Christians and only members of the Lord’s church. This is
not a plea for a new church but for the - restoration. of Jesus’
church. in its unity and simplicity. - It:is a plea for.undenomi-
natiopal Christianity and:the -abandonment -of all . denomina-
tional names, creeds and.:ways. in: favor of Biblical names,
teachings and ways. T

.. This. basic..appeal by the gchurch.of Chnst is the:- basnc

rgason for lts rapld growtln L T

Who ls lts Founder? ‘ e
Jesus alone is recognized as the founder of the church.

(Mt. 16 : 18) Early leaders of this- _restoration movement are

appreclated but are. not viewed as founders of the church:

- 0 football Ashould dlsappear'foracentu_ry and.then be
revived, the new players would not have - founded & new
. game. Neither should those leading in the revival of New
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Testament Christianity be regarded as founders of a new
church -unless they abandon the true pattern.. (Heb. 8:5).
Examine the Bible with us! Let's restore the - church as
Jesus would want it. :
~ When Did It Begin ?

 Acts 21 1-47 describes the birthday of Christ's charch in
Jerusalem (c. 30 A.D.). The church of Christ, therefore,
views this date and place as the time of its beginning. To
claim another date or place of origin 'is to forfeit ‘any claim
to'being the church that Jesus built |

~ Who Controls It ? o
Jesus is the only head of the church. (Eph. 1:22 &
Col. 1:18) Elders and deacons are appointed in keeping
with 1. Tim. 3:1-13 & Tit. 1:5-9. These elders oversee
the church among them. (Acts 20 : 28)

Since a hierarchy, synods, or policy-making conventions
are unauthorized by the Bible, ¢hurches of Christ have - no
earthly headquarters.  Instead; edch church is free to deter-
mine its: own policies ‘under the direction“of jts heavenly
head—Jesus. . o ‘ o

What Does It Believe About The Godhead ? :

"The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are personal
beings in the Godhead. (Col. 2:9) They are one in pur-
pose, doctrine and attitude bt are still separate persons.
(2John9; Lk.3: 21f) In -like manner we speak of some
as"-being of “one heart” (Acts'4 : 32) ‘but understand- that
they are separate persons. - - : : ' B o

" Jesus'is the Christ and the Son of God. He was born of
Mary, ‘@ virgin. (Mt. T :20 f)-'He ‘died for our sins, was
buried, and was raised from the dead.. (1 Cor. 15 : 31) He
now reigns over His.kingdom. (1 Cor. 15: 24 1)

What Does It Believe About the Bible.?

‘Thé‘.— Ofld and New Testaments are the Word of God. They
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are : sufficient unto every ‘good Wwork. (2 Tim. 3:16f)
Creeds, ‘manuals; - catechisms, and “disciplines possess' NG
auithority: from God.: Often they divide believers and help
maintain existing divisions. They, therefore, “should’ be
abandoned, and the Bible alone should be exalted as the
rule_of faith. (Mk. 7 - 8-9) What God demands in the
Bible, ‘men ‘should preach. What he has not demanded, they
have no right to demand T o 4

. Moses’ law guided :the Jews until the death of Christ.
It is not binding today. (Gal. 3 :23 f; Heb. 8:6 f; Rom.
7 :6) Instead, Christians are under the law of Christ which
is contained in the New Testament. (1 Cor.9:21) Men
who add to this law are accursed ! (Gal. 1: 8 f)

What Doe:f» It Believe About Heaven and Hell ?

The good and the evil will be ‘resurrected. (John 5: 28)
The .righteous are. 1o enjoy. eternal life with God. (Mt
25,: 34, 46) The wicked are to .be._condemned to eternal.
torment; (Mt. 13:41f; Rev._ 20.: 10) - Purgatory is -not
taught by the Bible.. Instead, the evil and, righteous are to.
be separated by a gulf that cannot be crossed. (Lk. 16 : 26)
There will be no second chance for salvation after death.
For men will ‘b"e’ judged by their deeds in this life. (2 Cor.
5:10) . ¢ - i R T .

tht'ipéés lt:BeIi'e’v'ef'Ab‘out Mii.!:"a'c‘ulous Gifts 2
., The hine;.vmiraculqus gifts of 1 Cor.-12 : 4-11 ceased at
the completion of God's perfect Jaw. (1 Cor, 13 : 8 & Jas:
1:25) Since that time, God has not given to anyone these
gifts of miraculpus knoyledge, the ability to prophesy, to
speak in an unknown language, fo heal or to raise the dead.

‘Whit Dsés It Believé About Inheriting Sin ?
Sin is an ‘action. (1 John 3:4 & Jas. 4:17) The
actions 6f” thérs cannot ‘be  inherited. ™ Children do not
inherit ior - bear the sins or righteousness of their fathers.
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(Ezek. 18 : 20) Hence, the’'sin‘ 6f Adidm is not inherited.
mfants are without sin. Therefore, if they die, they are not
lost T Instead 'the kmgdom of heaven beiongs to such little.
ones (Mt 19 14) e T

Rt . e .
DO R P K . .
RN . - oo

What Does lt Believe About The Church ?

“Jesus died for the :church ! (Acts'20i:28) -He has
promised to -save:it." (Eph. 5 :123) . As-mern-are saved, -God
adds ‘them'to it. - (Acts 2: ' 47) Thie' saved ’ihenhareﬂof out-’
side the church bt are in it. NbZthe éhurch dbes-hot’ save'l’
But God: addSJthe<saved te-the chureh l (At:’t's‘z ""47‘)“ beri

God teaches that the church is the body (Eph 1 22 23T
& Col. 1:18) There is but one body as there'is but one

God. (Eph. 4:4-7) And Jesus prayed; for. the unity of all
bellevers in thls one body (John 17 : 20- 21)

\\\\\\ o DL

What Is Its Worship: Like:?::

True WOfShlp must be in spmt (from the heart) and |n
truth (authorized by the * “Bible). ““(John 4 24) God js. net
honorkd by*insincere, ignerdnt worship (Mt. 159 &Jphn
4 : 22), or vain repetitions (Mt. 6 : 7), or worshlppers seek-
ing to be seen of men. (Mt 6.:5-6) .

TS B

IR AN

Worshlqp in the early church consrs\teqlof Q"%YEYS ( Acts'
2 : 42), communion on every Sunday (Acts 20:7), singing
(Eph. 5:19), preaghing. .(Agts 20.67) ‘attdy contributions
according to prosperity. (1 Cor. 16 : 1- -2) The church of
Chrlst WOI’ShIpS in théeame mannerftoday N

(EEER ST ¢ . Lot
o To the early church cemmunrpn wasa[memqnal—not a
sacrament “(1" Cor,” 11 123 1), Prayers( to, saints, masses,:
rosaries, |mages, 'ihstrumental Tusnc, gnd hturg;es were not,
employed in lts worshlp Neu her were . qake sa]es, ,gambl-
mg rafﬂes or the. lrke used |n fmancmg Chrl tjan, work.
Such unauthonzed practrces have crept in over. the centunes

God is not their author (Mk. 7 :'6: -9)
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How Can One Enter It ?

8:36f&16: 25-34) God did not requrre such then nor'
now ! , . _

... To be saved. and thus added to the-church,. one ‘must
believe (Acts 16-: 31), repent of his sins (Acts 2:38),
confess Jesus,..(Rom. 10 : 9-10), and be baptized to. obtain
the forgivengss of his sins (Acts 2 : 38 & 22:16) and to -
enter the one body. (1 Car. 12 :13) - Everyqne doing these
thrngs from the heart is saved and added by the Lord to the
church (Acts 2: 47) o ’

What Mode of Baptlsm Is Used?

In Bible times the preacher and the one to be baptlzed
went down into.and came up out.of the water. (Acts 8 : 38
& Mk. 1 : 10) Baptism involved a burial and a resurrection
(Col 2:12 & Rom. 6: 4) and a washlng of. the body (Heb-;

10 22) Jesus Spoke of lt as bemg “born of water ; (John:.
3 5) '

These references mdlcate that immersion and not sprrnk-
ling was the practice of the early church. The church of
Chnst, therefere only recogmzes rmmersron as baptrsm

3 Why Is Baptlsm So lmportant -

Baptlsm isin the name of the . Father, the. Son and the
Holy Spirit. (Mt.28:19) This alone indicates itis im-
portant. Baptism unites us’ with Christ and His death. (Gal.
3:27 & Rom. 6:3) Salvation (1 Pet.3: 21), cleamng
(Eph. 5°: 26), forgweness (Acts 2:38), and the washlng
away of sins (Acts 22': 16) are received in baptism, Being
“born of water and the _spirit” is essential to entermg the

kingdom of God. (John 3 5)
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Obviously, water itself cannot remit sins. But God can !
And he has conditioned salvation on this act of faith. (Col.
2:12& Mk. 16:16) Baptism, then, is notto show that
we are already saved. Instead, it is to obtain the forgive-
ness of sins. (Acts 2 : 38) '

Who Should Be Baptized ?

In Bible times baptism was - preceded by teaching (Mt.
28 : 19), belief (Mk. 16 : 16), repentance (Acts 2 : 38), and
confession of Christ. (Acts'8: 36-37)  Infints are unable
to obey these commands ~and, therefore, are not to be
baptized. Thus the -Bible does not record- a single case of
infant baptism under Christ's law.

Infants are without sin | (See section on inheriting sin.)
Hence, they are not lost and’ thus have no need of baptlsm
for the ‘remission of their sins. " (Acts 2: 38) Thisis why
the Bible only speaks of behevers being baptized. (Acts
8:12f&18:3)

What Of Those Already BaPtis‘ed ?

Everyone baptized in keeping with the Bible is a
Christian. He does not have to be baptized again to enter
the church of Christ but is already a member of it. (Acts
2; 47)

Anyone whose former - baptlzm is- not according to the
Bible must be baptized again to please the Lord. (Acts
19:1-6) Those merely sprinkled as infants need to be
baptized, for baptism is immersion (Col. 2 : 12) and is only
for believers (Mk. 16.: 16). Likewise, those immersed with-
out a desire to obtain the forgiveness of sins (Acts 2: 38 &
22:16) or to enter the one body (1 Cor. 12 : 13) must be
baptized again to please the Lord and be added to His
church

The church has no right to demand more than God has
demanded in this matter, Neither should it condone less
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than He-has demanded, If a.person’s “baptism is Scriptural,
he has no need of rebaptism to enter the .church. He is
already a member of it. ' :

Closlng Remarks g

The Bible only makes Christians only I It takes some-
thing more than or Tess ‘than the Bible to make one a “type”
of Christian.... Anyone reading the -Biple alone would never
conceive of being a. member ofgany denomination For the

chnsts chureh. (Rom 16 16) o

~ Churches of Christ do not clalm perfectlon ‘Neither was
the church perfect in Biblical times. However, the principles
upen which - we stand are perfect. - And they are the-same
prmclples upon which first century Chnstlans stood. Hence,
we do - claim to.be an example of what the New Testament
church would look like in the 20th century, :

Weigh the evidence! We only ask that you be fair to
yourself, your family and_to God. Search. the Scriptures
concerning these vital truths. Compare the Biblical church
with the ‘church of Christ as it is today. Ask yourself if they
aren’t the same.

Our plea is that you will ““ask for the old paths, where is
the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for
your souls.” (Jer. 6 :16) “Ask, and it shall be given you ;
seek, andye shall flnd knock and |t shall be opened.” (Mt.
7 7)

Umty Both* Good and Pleasant
By H. M Phillips

“There is’grea‘t'need of study nowon this' theme. Since
over two hundred-fifty different ways are formed as religious
bodies in the United States ; all .claiming to follow the serip-
tures. It is:not enough to také what some teacher says, but
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we should search the scriptures daily to see if the things
taught are so. Acts 17 :11. We need to-study to show
ourselves approved unto God and not to man. 2 Tim. 2 : 15.
We cannot be so much divided and all be right.. All could
be wrong but not all rlght Let us Iay aside all that would
hinder us from getting the whole truth ln the scnptures and
earnestly study the subject of unity.,... T A

WHY HAVE UNITY ?

Jesus prayed for all to be -one wha believe on him
through the words of the apostles Jno 17 : 20-21. Paul
said for all to be of the same mmd and ‘of the same judgment
and that no divisions be among you. 1 Cor. 1: 10. If this is
done then the world will believe that God _sent Chrlst Jno.
17 : 21, David said it was good and pleasant for brethren to
dwell together in unity. Psa. 133" 1 We are all baptlzed lnto
one body so said Paul. 1 Cor. 12 : 13 ‘There are _many mem-
bers but one body. 1 Cor. 12:20. So when all believe and
obey the same thing we are the same. If we are d|v1ded we
are as the carnal and not spiritual. 1 Cor. 3 : 3. So | feel sure
it is clear to all why we should have unity.

HOW HAVE UNITY ?

First be joined together in the same mind and the same
judgment. 1 Cor. 1:10. Then all will speak the same thing.
1 Pet. 4:11.. Men must forsake their ways and thoughts
and take those of God. Isa. 55 : 7-8. The Spirit guided the
apostles into all truth. Jno. 16 : 13. We have that truth in
the word. Jno. 17 : 17. So by it we will be walking the same
way and by the same rule. Phil. 3 : 16. If we all believe the
words of the apostles we will believe the same - thing. Jno
17 : 20. And this is the only way to have unity pleasmg to

our God. Let us believe, speak and do the same thmgs as
God says.

IN WHAT BE AT UNITY ? .
In mind, judgment and speech. 1 Cor. 1 ; 10. In Word and
deed. Col. 3 : 17 ; All should preach the same gospel. Gal.
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1:7-8. The same religious name should be worn by all.
| Pet. 4 : 16. Every one should be in the same fold and under
the same shepherd. Jno. 10 : 16. United in the same church
that Christ built. Matt. 16 : 18. With Christ the head of- the
church Eph. 5:23.And the head over all things to the church
Eph. 1 : 21 ; Speaking the things that become sound doct-

rine. Tit.2:1. Holdmg fast the form of sound words. 2
Tim. 1 : 13.

" WHY NOT ALL AT UNITY ?

Some follow men and cause d|V|S|on 1 Cor. 1:12.
Others love the praise of men and teach to please them Matt
16 : 9. Many want to be a friend of the world. Jas. 4 : 4.
Quite a number will not receive the love of the truth. 2 Thes.
2:10. A few are satisfied with their parents religion and will
not change even when they see the right way as Paul did.
Acts. 26 : 19. It is often ‘possible to feject what you know is
right to please the multitude as Pilate did. Matt. 27 : 24-26,
All who refuse Gods way lack unity and will be punished. 2
Thes. 1 :'8-9.

WILL YOU HELP TO BRING UNITY ?

No one ought to love division since Jesus prayed for all
to be one. Jno. 17 : 20. Paul insisted that no divisions be.
1 Cor. 1 : 10. Will you be sure to give the scripture for what
you say and do since the scriptures will thoroughly furnish
you unto every good work. 2 Tim. 3:16-17. If we are not
at unity with each other here how can we expect to live up
there in heaven? If all will study the sacred scriptures,
believe as they say and obey as they comma'nd and trust God
for all he offers then we will be at unity here and ready to
be at home in heavenly'peacve eternally. Will you do all which
is in your power to bring the real scriptural unity as it is in
the old book the Bible. God wants all to be at unity and we
can do what God wants us to do. Will we all resolve to do
so with all our heart?
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CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN YOUR AREA

Church of Christ
C-22 South Extension II
New Delhi-49

Church of Christ
1/46, Nirankari Colony
Delhi-9

Church of Christ
508/32 Balda Road
New Hyderabad

" Lucknow (U.P.)

Church of Christ
Box 6543
Cumbala Hill
Bombay-26

Church of Christ
Sugnu
Manipur

Church of Christ
Churachandpur
Manipur.

Church of Christ
37 M.S.0. Colony
Bansawadi Road
Bangalore-33

Church of Christ
37 Thambuswamy Road
Magdras -

Church of Christ
Lummawrie,
Shillong-3

Church of Christ
Ketti, P.O. Nilgiris
Madras State

Church of Christ
No. 50-753-177
Gooty Road
Kurnool-2 (A.P.)

Church of Christ
Box 120, Camp
Poona-I.

These are but a few of the addresses of the churches of

Christ located in India.

Courses, and tracts.

Contact the one nearest you for
- information about worship services, Blble Correspondence

Prlntgd at Pioneer Fine Art Press, Delhi<6. India
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