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Pleading for the restoration of pure New Testament Christianity
V o l . 5 N o . 1

APJea For Unity
The Lord’s church is young in India, being only afew

years old. This is not to say that the church did not exist in
o t h e r p a r t s o f t h e
It could not have existed here through the hundreds
years since its original beginning in Jerusalem. (Acts 2).
But the fact is that for one reason or another, as far
know, in modern times, the church has become known
widespread throughout the country only during the past dozen
years or so. How long the church will live from this point
onward will depend primarily on the faithfulness of the present
members and their willingness to take the gospel to their own
people, and It will depend also on those others who will read
and study their Bible and determine to obey God and to abideby his teachings.

w o r l d before th is t ime or that
o f

a s w e

a n d

Preachers of the Lord’s church have come from Canada,
America, Australia, England, and perhaps other i
to help preach the gospel to the people of India. Most of the
work has been done in South India since it seems that the
people are more receptive to the gospel there than in other
areas ot the country. As aresult of these efforts hundreds
and thousands have been converted, with scores of congregations
being established. But herein we have some problems.

countries,
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With more and more foreign preachers coming and thus
spreading out to work in different cities and villages, each one
or each group of these has made his own particular contacts
and has baptized his hundreds, leaving various ones behind

the work. This often times leaves one
working with one or more foreigners and

with support to carry on
group mone a rea
another group in another area working with other foreigners,

local brethren may be getting their support fromBecause these
different ones then they may begin to compete with one an¬
other, refusing to cooperate and to have any thing to do with
each other in spite of the fact that they are brethren and
members of the same church. This is not good and therefore

must put forth an effort to rid ourselves of such frictionsw e

and divisions.

1am writing about these matters because various foreign
brethren have told me that the church in many different places
in India is divided into different camps, with some feeling loyal

foreigner and others feeling loyal to another foreigner.
Sometimes the workers of acertain
Bro. So—and—So’s men and workers in another place are

So—and—So. Others
to do with these since they are getting

support direct from an individual or acongregation of
aforeign country. Brethren in India, Icannot believe that
these foreign brethren could or would knowingly encourage
such things. Rather, Iknow that they would and do condemn

and unscriptural practices, even as Ido and as all
Such attitudes are not according to God’s

We must therefore wipe out petty differences and
loyalities before they destory the work that we are trying
t o d o .

t o o n e
area are said to be

a n o t h e r B r o .s a i d t o b e l o n g t o
have nothing

such petty
Christ ians do.

w i l l .

Different brethren may be coming to help with the work
India and various local brethren may be getting their

support from different individuals and congregations, but what
we must realize is that we are all brethren, members of the
same church, and therefore we should be working together,
cooperating with each other, and doing all we can to help one

i n
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another in furthering the cause of Christ.
If you are afaithful Christian, amember of the church

of Christ, the church that we read about in the Bible, then it
doesn’t make any difference where you are, what color your
skin, whether you are educated or uneducated, whether you
get your support from some foreign Christian or congregation,
or whether alocal congregation supports you or you make
your living at some honest profession...regardless, you are my
brother and 1want to have fellowship with you. You should
feel the same about me. Likewise all of the members of the
church in India should feel the same way. If we are in the
same village, in the same city, in the same State, or separated
by hundreds of miles, we should cooperate and work together
in every way possible to promote the cause of Christ.

Brethren, when we are divided and refuse to work to¬
gether this suggests that we have our own self interest at heart.
We are therefore limiting ourselves and the Lord himself in
what he might be able to do through his people in our area
and in India itself. But we are already few in number, and
the enemy is all around us, and surely»we need all of the help
we can get. This is why we must stand as one and work
together so that we may accomplish more.

Do you remember the Corinthians? They were the Lord’s
people too but they divided themselves into different camps,
being loyal to various preachers. Listen to what Paul
to them: “Now Ibeseech you, brethren, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that
there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.
For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by
them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are conten¬
tions among you. Now this Isay, that every one of you
saith, Iam of Paul; and Iof Apollos; and Iof Cephas; and I
of Christ. Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or
were ye baptized in the name of Paul? (1 Corinthians 1:10-23).
Paul went on to say that he was happy that he had not
baptized more of them lest they too claim that he had baptized

says
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In other words, Paul strongly con-them in his own name,
demned this division that had come in among them. Would
he not do so today if he were visiting with us and found us
divided up and following the preacher who baptized us or the
one who supports us? Does he not condemn such practices

through the things that he said to the Corinthians?i n u s

Surely he does.
Again, Paul said, “Now Ibeseech you, brethren, mark

them which cause division and offenses contrary to the doctrine
which ye have learned; and avoid them. For they that are such

not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly: and bys e r v e

good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple.
(Romans 16:17-18). Paul warned the Elders of the church at
Ephesus, “For Iknow this, that after my departing shall
grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.
Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse
things, to draw away disciples after them,” (Acts 20:29,30).
Christ prayed that we might all be one. He said, “That they
all may be one; as thou. Father, art in me, and Iin thee, that
they also may be one in-us: that the world may believe that
thou hast sent me.” (John 17:21). We are always condemning
division in the religious world, and rightly so, but division can
take place among the Lord’s people too and this is where more
damage is done than any where else. As long as the Lord’s
people are united then all the forces of the devil cannot
destroy them, but once division takes place among God’s
people then not only are they hurt but this becomes astumbling-
block to the world itself.

As the Lord’s people we must love God and we must
The Hebrew writer said, “Let brotherly love

(Hebrews 13:1). Peter said, “Honor all men.
love one another.
c o n t i n u e .

Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the King.” (1 Peter
And be ye kind one to another.2:17). Listen now to Paul:

tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s
sake hath forgiven you.” (Ephesians 4:32). He goes on to

( (

say, “Be ye therefore followers of God as dear children; And
walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given
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himself for us an offering and asacrifice to God for
smelling savor.” (Ephesians 5; 1,2).
we be brethren. There is atie that binds us together that is
stronger than any earthly thing. We are all members of the
Lord sfamily and this should be expressed in our dealings
with one another.

Listen, brethren; did we not obey the same gospel? Are
we not members of the same church? Do we not all wear the
same name, the name of Christ, and are therefore Christians
only? Don’t we worship the same way?
the same truths? Aren’t we brethren?
unity exist among us.
India. With this unity we can all work together and grow
and spread to every part of this country.

a s w e e t -

All of this is to say that

Don’t we preach
If this be true, then let

This is my plea for the church in

Let me remind you that we are not competing with one
If so then we are opposed to one another and there¬

fore working against each other.
a n o t h e r .

When we refuse to cooperate
with each other, to help one another with meetings, to share
our blessings and responsibilities, or when we fail to pray
for one another or refuse to visit each other, or feel better
than others, or will not fellowship our own brethren, then we
are in error and therefore we need to be corrected,
believe we want to be like this and Ibelieve that when

I d o n ’ t

w e g r o w
in the Lord alot of these little petty selfish un-Christian

things will disappear from our lives and practices.
m o r e

Please think about these matters. Pray about them, and
let us strive to be the Christians and the church that
to be. Only then can God be honored and that will be be¬
c a u s e w e

w e c l a i m

are at last united and working together to do His
Remember, united we stand but divided we fall.w i l l .

A S S O C I A T E E D I T O R I A L

D I D J E S U S L I V E ?
Down through the ages the question is frequently asked,

‘Who was Jesus?” Was he amere man? Was he one of the
Frophels? Or was le agccd teacher? And scmecre may
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even go to the extreme, and ask, Did he actually live? People
have always had different opinions about the person of
Christ. Once Jesus himself asked the question to his disciples,
saying, “Whom do men say that Ithe Son of man am? And
they said. Some say that thou art John the Baptist: s o m e ,
Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith
unto them. But whom say ye that Iam? And Simon Peter
answered and said. Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living
God.” (Matthew 16:13-16).

No doubt Christ came down upon earth from heaven,
and took upon him the form of aman, and in the scriptures
he is often called the Son of man. Also Moses, speaking
about him, referred to him as aprophet. (Deuteronomy 18:15).
And once aman came to Jesus and recognized him as agood
teacher. (Matthew 19:16). But above all, he is the Son of
God. Jesus is the Son of God, in the sense that he was
conceived by avirgin named Mary by the power of God and
Holy Spirit, and not by the will of man. If he was amere
good man, or aprophet, or ateacher, then there have been
upon the earth many other good men, and prophets, and
teachers, and therefore it would make Jesus equal to them,
or one of them. But in fact, the whole world has never been
so affected by the life of any man or the whole of man put
together, as by the perfect life of Jesus Christ. And it is the
strongest evidence that Jesus was truly the Son of God as the
Bib le teaches .

But it would not be appropriate, at all, to ask. Did
Jesus ever live? Since all the people and all the govern¬
ments upon the earth recognize this fact that Jesus lived by
counting the time from the birth of Christ. Yes, we all count
time in accordance to the birth of Jesus. Today we live in
the year 1974 A. D. That means, Jesus was born 1974 years
before. A. D. means Anno-Domini, that is, year of our
Lord. This also shows that when one writes A. D., whether he
believes in Jesus or not, he confesses the fact that Jesus is the
Lord! Moreover, all the time before Christ is counted as
B. C., meaning before Christ, Thus, it is aremarkable fact



that all the governments all over the world count time
according to B. C. and A. D. And therefore^
proves that Christ did Actually live.

Besides this, there are anumber of early historians, both
Christians and non Christians, who tell of Christ that he, in
fact, actually lived. Josephus, one of the historians, who liwd
in the first century, was born around 37 A.
aChristian himself, writes in his book
about apariicular time and

this in i tse l f

D., and was not
Jewish Antiquities”,

s a y s .e v e n t s a n d, , , . . . N o w t h e r e
was, about this time, Jesus, awise man, if it be law-ful
call him aman; for he performed

a t e a c h e r o f s u c h

t o

many wonderful works. He
as received the truth with

of th. “""y J ^ w s a n d a l s oof the Gentiles. Tins was the Christ. And when Pilate at
le instigation of the principal men among us, had con¬

demned him to the cross, those who had loved him from
first did not

w a s

pleasure.
m e n

t h e
cease to adhere to him.

them alive the third day, the
these and ten thousand
h i m .

For he appeared to
divine prophets having foretold

other wonderful things concerning
so named for him subsist toAnd the tribe of Christians

this t ime.”

But amore obvious and strongest of all proofs of the fact
that Jesus Christ actually lived, and. that he_was divine, the
Son of God, is when in the powerful testimonies of the early
disciples of Jesus Christ, who gladly suffered all persecutions
and even gave their lives for their immovable faith in Jesus
C h r i s t . It should be pointed out that afriend may tell alie

protect the claims of his good friend, but to the extent
that his own life would be spared. But yet all of these dis¬
ciples threw away their lives gladly, just because they believed
that Jesus was the Son of God, Had Christ been
or aliar, who would have even tried to

t o

a n i m p o s t e r

preserve or protect his
yet all of the Apostles

spent several years in
exile before he died, suffered most tragic deaths at different
times and places. Here is the account:

claims to their own destruction? But
of Christ, except John and even he

1. James, one of the Apostles of Christ, was killed by
Herod Agrippa in A, D. 44, because he was telling
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about the resurrection of Jesus. Clement Alexand-
rinus, an early writer, says, James was led to the place
of martyrdom, but his accuser was brought to re¬
pent of his conduct by the Apostle’s extraordinary

and undauntedness, and fell down at hisc o u r a g e

feet to request his pardon, professing himself a
Christian, and resolving that James should not
receive the crown of martyrdom alone. Therefore
they were both beheaded at the same time.

2. Peter, the Apostle, was imprisoned, and then he
was crucified with his head being down and his
feet upward. Jerome, another early time historian,
says that Peter had requested his executioners so
to be hanged, saying he was unworthy to be cruci¬
fied after the same form and manner as the Lord
Jesus was.

3. Paul, the illustrious Apostle of Christ, was beheaded
Besides this, we have aw i t h a s w o r d a t R o m e ,

thrilling account of the Apostle’s frequent suffering
for the sake of Christ, before he was put to death.
which include imprisonments, beatings, sto ing, etc.

4. Matthias was mercilessly stoned, and then be¬
h e a d e d .

5. Simon Zelotes was crucified in Persia, in A. D. 74.
6. Jude (Thaddeus) was either crucified or was shot to

death with arrows, in 72 A. D.
7. Thomas, the Apostle came to India in first century

A. D., was killed while he was thrust through with
aspear, in South India.

8. Andrew, was also crucified.
9. James, the brother of the Lord, was mercilessly

beaten and stoned, then finally had his brains dashed
out with afuller ’s club.

10 Matthew was slain with asword in Ethiopia, in A.
D . 6 0 .

11. Philip was scourged, then thrown into prison, and
finally in A. D. 54 was crucified.
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12. Bartholomew was cruelly beaten, then was flayed
alive, and finally crucified in Armenia.

The Bible in Acts chapter 12 tells us how James (the
first one) died. However, secular history provides us inform¬
ation about the fate of the rest of the Apostles.

But the question once again arises, why did they choose
to give their lives for preaching and proclaiming Jesus, his
death, burial, and resurrection, when they could have easily
lived and enjoyed life as simply not preaching Jesus? The
only answer that could be cited comes from the hearts of the
Apostle Peter and Apostle John, “'For we cannot but speak the
things which we have seen and heard.” (Acts 4:20). These
men, the Apostles, were sure, and they knew, that Jesus Christ
was the Son of God, the resurrected Saviour. Their conviction
was not empty, vain, or blind. But as John again in 1John
1:1-4 declares, “That which was from the beginning, which
have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have
looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of
life; (For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear
witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with
the Father, and was manifested unto us;) That which we have
seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have
fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father,
and with his Son Jesus Christ. And these things write we unto
you that our joy may be full.”

How could they deny him whom they had seen, with
whom they had walked and travelled, whom they had
working great wonders and miracles? How could they deny
Jesus whose hands and feet were nailed to the cross before their
eyes? They had also seen him dying on the cross. They were
also there when he was buried in atomb (grave) and then a
heavy stone was put on the mouth of the tomb and it was
sealed. But then on the third day, after this shocking event,
they had once again seen him alive! Yes, the same Jesus Christ
who had died on the cross and was buried in the tomb before
their eyes!

w e

s e e n

Apostle John, in John chapter 20: 25-29, tells us that
after his resurrection Jesus appeared at one place to all of his
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disciples, except Thomas, who was not present there at that
time. The record says, “The other disciples therefore said
unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them.
Except Ishall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put
my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into
his side, Iwill not believe.” John continues to say, “And
after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas
with them; then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood
in the midst, and said. Peace be unto you. Then saith he to
Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and
reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not
faithless, but believing. And Thomas answered and said unto
him. My Lord and my God. Jesus saith unto him, Thomas,
because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed; blessed are
they that have not seen, and yet have believed.

Dear reader, my ^friend. Do you believe in Jesus, the
Son of God? Are you ready to confess him, as Thomas did
saying. My Lord, My God? Jesus says, to you, be not faith¬
less but believing.

Will The Majority Be Saved?
K . M a t t h e w

Many would answer this question very easily, yes. But
now Iam going to contradict your answer in the spiritual
sense. Many people today will say bravely that all the people,
those who will not repent and be baptized, will be lost. In
this connection Iwant to draw your attention to the time of
N o a h .

God saw that the world was full of wickedness. He chose

aperson, namely Noah, the righteous person, to build an Ark.
He (God) gave the plan and measurement and the kind of
wood to make the Ark. Noah did accordingly as God had com¬
manded. Meanwhile Noah preached 120 years to the people,
to repent and turn to the Ark, to enter into the Ark because
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the world was going to be destroyed by the flood (water).
The multitudes thought, how could this be possible? The
majority did not listen to Noah and his preaching except Noah
and his family (His wife, three sons and their wives, 8
souls).

When the appointed day came, the rains started, and the
water increased, no doubt the people remembered the preach¬
ing of Noah. But they were too late. They all died in the
flood. God will not change his will. They called Noah but
the door of the Ark was already closed by the Lord. All the
disobedient were lost.

The Lord Jesus will co re and judge each person according
to their deeds. Preaching is foolishness to the present day young¬
sters. They are shouting and rejoicing in their hearts. They
are saying there is no God. They ask, how will the judgment
come upon us?

The promise will not fail. It will come on the appointed
day. Dear reader, are you saying you are in the majority, so
nothing will happened to you?

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, repent of your sins, con¬
fess Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and be immersed in water

for the remission of your sins. (Mark 16:15, 16; Acts 2:38;
Matt. 28:19,20). You can be on the right path only through
your obedience to the Lord. If you have aquestion or need
any assistance, please let us know.

Win APrize” Bible Quiz, No.l3
Send in al l correct answers wi th references, whenever

asked for, and win abook that will be of immense value to
y o u .

I N S T R U C T I O N S :

1. Your answers must reach us within 15 days of your
receiving the magazine.
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Do not tear out the quiz from your magazine. Nei¬
ther should you send us the magazine back. Use
separate papers.

Keep acopy of your answer to enable you to compare
them with the given answers in the next issue.

2 .

3.

All entries must enclose 20p. in postage which will
only part of the postage required to send you

4 .

c o v e r

your award. This will not be refundable even if your
answers are incorrect, as the postage you have forfeit¬
ed will help send the award to the winners.

Use King James Version (Authorized) Bible.
Follow the above instructions carefully and send your
answers to the Quizmaster, P. O. Box 3815, New
D e l h i 11 0 0 4 9 .

5 .

9 .

QUIZ NO. 13:

1 . W h e r e a r e t h e Te n C o m m a n d m e n t s f o u n d ?

2. Quote the Golden Rule and give the reference.
3. Where can you find the Great Commission?
4. In which book and chapter can you find the story of

the handwriting on the wall?
5. Find “I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is mine.”

ANSWERS TO QUIZ NQ. 12:

No, no number is mentioned. Matthew 2:1. 2. Bought
apiece of ground, bought five yoke of oxen, married awife,
Luke 14:16-21. 3. Peter, Acts 10:9-16. 4. Elisha, 2Kings 2:
15; 3:11. 5. The cities of refuge, Numbers 35:13.

1 .
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Who Touched Me?
B a r b a r a O l i v e r

One of the greatest stories of faith in the New Testament
is about awoman. It is recorded in Matthew 9:20-22, Mark
5:25-34 and Luke 8:43-48. All we really know about this woman
is that she had had ahemorrage for twelve years. She had
gone from one doctor to another trying to find acure, but no
one could cure her. In fact, as the years passed, her condition
became worse instead of better. And the scripture says that,
“after hearing about Jesus, (she) came up in the crowd behind
Him, and touched His cloak. For she thought, ‘If Ijust touch
His garments, Ishall get well, (it should be;”) Mark 5:27-28.
How did she know that touching Jesus would heal her? She had
not seen Him before; she had only heard about Him. But what
she heard produced faith. She knew that Christ could heal
her. And she believed it strongly enough to act on that know¬
ledge. She reached out and touched Him, and was healed.

“And immediately Jesus, perceiving in Himself that the
power proceeding from Him had gone forth, turned around in
the crowd and said, ‘Who touched My garments’?” Mark 5:30
(NASV) what astrange question. He had people all around
Him, pushing and jostling for aposition close enough to see
His miracles. But one person in that crowd had touched Him
believing completely in His great power. How terrible that in
all that multitude, only one reached out to Him.

We have so many cares and worries today. The washing,
the cooking, the housework, the children, the husband; all
must be taken care of, and we try to carry the burden alone
The knowledge that we aren’t Christians, that
or that as Christians we are still so far from Him;
thoughts, the bad attitude toward the

we are sinners,
the wrong

neighbors, the unjust
words to the husband and children; and still we try to carry
the burden of guilt and sin alone. How terrible. How terrible
that Christ is so close, and we, like that foolish crowd, don’t
realize the power of Christ, the
saved and to have Him share our burdens. We have so many

opportunities we have to be
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opportunities to hear about Him and read about His love and
concern for us and His plan for our salvation, and the blessings
He gives to His children. Do you have the faith to touch Him?
Only then can He heal you. Do you have the faith?

Often People Say
By Franc is David

Often people say that the Christian religion came to India
through Europe or England, but that is not
Christian religion did not come from Europe or England.
The founder of Christianity, in other words, Jesus Christ,
was not born in Europe, but in Bethlehem which is in Asia-
In India the Christian religion was first preached by an Asian

So, it is completely wrong

T h et r u e .

person, whose name was Thomas,
that the Christian religion was brought to India through Euro-

England. The Christian religion is aspecialpean countries or
caste for no particular country or people, but for all the world.
Jesus Christ says of himself in the Holy Bible,

(John 8:12) Jesus Christ sacrificed his life for
Iam the light

o f the wor ld ,
all the world (John 3:16); so that people could turn from
their sins, and could gain eternal life by obeying His command¬
ments (Mark 16:16). Jesus did not say that Iam the light of
Europe, Asia or England. Today in about all the countries ot
the world where Christianity has been taken, do the Christians
become English? Never, no! One writer in the Bible, the Apostle
Paul, says, “No you are neither Jew nor Greek; bond or free;
male or female; but you are all one in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians
3:28).

It is often, even in this country, that when someone leaves
Hinduism, Mohammedism, or some other religion to become
aChristian, they say that they want to change their name.
When some person wants to become aChristian, it is enough
for him to have only the name Christian. But people im¬
agine that by only taking an English name they become Christ¬
ians. This is not so.

Suppose Ihave amonkey. Igive this monkey avery fine
suit to wear. With the suit Ieven give anecktie. When it is
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time to eat, he sits on achair with me to eat the food. And
aspecial thing is that Igive him the name Mr. John Snow.
Did that make the monkey aChristian? No. Changing the
name or having an English name cannot make aChristian.
The monkey to whom Igave the name John Snow was not made
aChristian. Again, to become aChristian, it is not necessary
to change names. Iwould like to say one important thing
here, and that is that in the sight of God and Jesus Christ our
earthly names are of no value. God wants us to be true
Christians only. Our only name— Christian.

Often people ask us “Are you Christians?” We give the
answer, “Yes, sir.” But at once they ask us another question.
It is this; “Which kind of Christian are you? Catholic, Pro¬
tes tan t , o r some o ther. ” We te l l them tha t we a re ne i ther
Catholic, nor Protestant. We are Christians only, because in
the Bible we read only about the name Christian. (Acts 11:16,
'26:28, and IPeter 4:16). Many times people hearing this are
surprised. But this is true. Whenever the Bible said that one
would be aChristian by obeying the commandments of Jesus
Christ and following him, then he would be aChristian only,
n o t C a t h o l i c o r P r o t e s t a n t .

If in fact, one would like to be aChristian then he must

turn to the Holy Bible, study it and take God’s help. Often
men do not go to God for help, but rather go to men. But
what man can say that he can give eternal life? Let’s see what
God’s word (the Bible) says about this. “Do not trust in
princes, in mortal men, in whom there is not salvation.
(Psalms 146:3) So man must take help from God, or, in other
words, we must look in his word and see what it says. To
become aChristian, or to be given eternal life, first it is ne¬
cessary to believe in Jesus Christ (John 8:24; Hebrews 11:6)
repent of your sins (Acts 17:30 and 2:38) confess the name of
the Lord Jesus (Romans 10:9-10; Matthew 10:32) and be bap¬
tized into the name of Jesus Christ. (Mark 16:16).

These are some true things that Iwanted to tell you
about. If you have any thing you would like to say, or anything
you would like to know, please correspond with us today.

, Translated by B. Oliver
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The Preacher Needs to Know The
Old Tes tament

Jack P. Lew is
Achurch cut loose from the Old Testament is atree with

its top root cut. God’s revelation is arevelation through the
means of history; it is not arevelation of timeless truths alone.
In the Old Testament the problems are set which are resolved in
the New Testament; namely, the fall of man, sin, and redemp¬
tion. Only in terms of the Old Testamen tcan it be understood
what God accomplished in the sending of his son into the world.
W e r e t h e e c h o e s a n d a l l u s i o n s t o t h e O l d Te s t a m e n t c u t o u t o f

the New Testament, the blanks would leave the remainder too

spotty to read. The New Testament writers assumed that the
reader would have sufficient knowledge of the Old Testament
to grasp immediately the allusions made to it. Concepts like
covenant, messiah, atonement. Son of Man, Son of David,
chosen race, pastor, and others, have no clear meaning apart
from their Old Testament background. An abundance of lesser
concepts also have their roots there.

The moral lessons of the Old Testament are eternal in
the i r va lue. There one can see c lo thed in human form the

warnings and the precepts elsewhere taught. He meets Cain
asking, “Am Imy brother’s keeper?”, Lot pitching his tent
toward Sodom, Potipher’s wife chasing Joseph, Baalam loving
the hire of wrongdoing, David committing adultery with his
neighbor’s wife, Solomon climbing the ladder of success until
his heart is turned from God, and Ahab coveting Naboth’s
vineyard. But he also meets Abraham leaving his father’s
house to walk by faith. Moses turning his back on Egypt’s
riches, Elijah defying Jezebel, Micaiah ben Imlah choosing
bread and water as fare in preference to reward for flattering
the king, and Daniel’s refusing the king’s dainties. The man
who does not regularly draw from the riches of the Old Testa¬
ment has impoverished his preaching. How much richer arc
the treasures here to be found than are the platitudes of psy¬
chology and sociology! Let us not forsake the fountain of living;
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Waters and turn to broken cisterns that can hold no water (cf.
Jer. 2:13).

In the Old Testament one sees how God in order to
the world chose one family, nurtured, protected, and favored
it in order that he might finally save those of faith of the entire
human race. The Stoics thought of history moving in circles;
Shakespeare speaks of life as being astage full of sound and
fury, but meaning nothing; but history in the Old Testament
has meaning. God is working out aplan. The world is mov¬
ing steadily and inevitably to agoal—its destiny with God.

s a v e

The outpouring of the religious impulse revealed in the
Psalms is priceless. Here in lyric poetry is laid bare the long¬
ings of the soul. Man has never more forcefully stated the
torment or the guilty conscience and the relief brought by
genuine repentance than is done in Psalms 51 and 32;
of the brevity of life than in Psalm 110; and the beauty of
harmony than in Psalm 133.

a w a r e n e s s

The mold broke when the
Psalmist expressed trust in God in the words of Psalm 23.
None has even been able to express it that way again. As long
as men wander like sheep and find in God their shepherd it
will have an appeal. Compared with these and other Old
Testament treasures rock poetry and music are poor indeed!
Long after they have been forgotten as passing human curiositi¬
es, men who put forth the effort to know them will still be
thrilling to the themes of the Psalms.

The Hebrew prophets when persistently studied contain
rich veins of ore out of which the diligent preacher can mine gold
week after week, year after year. Where in all literature could you
surpass the convicting power of Nathan’s story of the one lamb;
Isaiah's song of the vineyard, or Jeremiah's story of the potter
making the broken clay into another vessel? Who has surpassed
Amos description of opportunity and responsibility (Amos 3:1);
Micah’s summary of the essence of God’s demands (Micah 6:8);
Hosea’s picture of the love of God (Hosea ll.Tff); Zephaniah’s
picture of the Day of the Lord (Zeph. l:14ff); or Habakkuk’s
statement of unconditional faith (Hab. 3:17)? The prophets
do not yield gold easily. It takes diligent digging, but the

r e -
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Ihave listened to men try to preach who tookreward is high,
their themes from children’s books or from current magazines.
My heart saddened for it seemed to me that they had traded
their birthright for amess of pottage.

Like in the study of all literature, the richest treasures are
to be reaped by those who study the Old Testament in its ori¬
ginal languages. Words in one language are not one hundred
percent equivalents of words in another language. Shifts m
meaning do take place. We have the unique situation that theOld Testament is available in Hebrew and Aramaic, mGreek,

Each of these stages has exercisedin Latin, and in English,
an influence on the current English Bible,
tributed significantly to the developing vocabulary which is now

Aknowledge of each of them would be helpful to the
Bible student. He needs to go behind the contaminations of
accumulated tradition to the pure springs of the truth. Who
but the linguist can appreciate the puns on Hebrew words with
which the prophets expressed themselves? How often have you

he was asked of the Lord.'

E a c h h a s c o n -

u s e d .

heard i t said that Samuel means -
Actually the point Hannah is making is not that she asked.
The point is that she asked and God heard. Even the elemen¬
tary linguist knows that Samuel is from the verb “to hear.
The linguist can see at aglance that Shibboleth and Sibbokth
are merely small variations in the Hebrew alphabet. Who
but the linguist can see that Daniel likely turned the nouns
written on the wall into corresponding verbs to give the inter¬
pretation of the writing to the king? Who but he can get
through the problem of pronunciation of the Old Testament
n a m e s ?

Many words have several possible meanings and English
translations, especially the KJV, use synonyms where no difife-
rence in meaning is really intended. One Hebrew word may be
rendered by amultitude of English words. Other than by his
dependence upon his favorite expert, how is the non-linguist toknow with which possible concept he is to operate?

Apopular concept in the study of Old Testament theology
is that of recital. The Old Testament is not merely the narra¬
tion of stories or the narration of ancient history. Its narratives
are arecital or aconfession of faith. Perhaps we rneet this
concept in action in the frequent Old Testament mtroduction,
“I am the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Ibelieve in
the God who created man, brought the flood, chose Israel and
gave her the land of Palestine. Ibelieve in the God who raised
David to the throne, took Israel to Babylon, and then ma
unique act restored her to her land. He is the Father of Our
Lord Jesus Christ. He is the God Iserve.
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Continuing Christian Education
(Bible Correspondence Extension Courses

for Home Study)
Beginning with this issue we will be running aspecial series

of Bible Courses in the Bible Teacher. The lessons will be
for all —the Christian and the Non-Christian. There will be
diploma or certificate issued since the lessons are being offered
solely fof the benefit of our reading audience who want either
to learn about Christianity or as aChristian to grow and
develop in the grace and knowledge of the Lord. Please read
and study the material carefully, along with your Bible, and
then take aseparate piece of paper and write the answers to
the questions and mail them to The Bible Teacher for grading.
Your graded lessons will then be returned to
know how you are progressing in your studies. So if you
really want to study the Bible so that you may know God’s
will for you then here is your opportunity.

What is Your Concept of God ?
Most people here in India believe in God or

divine being. The question arises, however, as to who He is.
To the majority he takes many forms. He is the god of des¬
truction, the god of life, the god or goddess of love, and on
and on the list goes according to man’s needs and his fears.
There are hundreds and thousands and perhaps millions of
these gods and goddesses and deities. One merely chooses the
one that he wants to worship, and to him that one becomes
god.

n o

y o u s o y o u m a y

a s u p r e m e

Because this is the predominate belief, and inasmuch
this teaching and philosphy has been handed down from
generation to generation, then to the untaught believer in
Christ, this may still be his concept of God. Such people
picture God as being one who rewards them physically when they
please Him, but they fear that He may strike down from heaven
to physically punish them when He is displeased with them.
For example, if achild in the family dies they may take this
mean that God is punishing them for some failure,
is acyclone, afamine, an accident, or some other type of loss,

a s

t o

I f t h e r e
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they feel that this may be the rusult of God’s anger being
poured out on them. Therefore, they reason that if Gods anger
is to be turned from them they must somehow atone for their
deeds. This attitude grows out of ignorance, fear, and supersti¬
tion, out of following the traditions and customs that have been
handed down, and from the influence of other religious
practices and philosphies upon their lives.

What is your concept of God ?That is, how do you
picture God ?Is He one or many ?Is He made up of many
gods and goddesses ?What do you believe about Him ?How
much do you believe in Him ?How does He deal with you ?
How do you deal with Him ?

The Bib le te l ls us over and over that there is but one

God. (Galatians 3:20; Ephesians 4:6). He is aspirit (John
4:24), living (1 Thessalonians 1:9), everlasting (Romans 16:26),
and Holy. (Psalms 99:9). He is mighty (Isaiah 9:6) merciful
(Psalms 116:5), and loving. (I John 4:8). There is no end to
the traits of perfection that we could list of him. The Bible
describes him as aSpirit, person, who works and who deals
with man. It is therefore possible to know him, to obey him,
and to be rewarded by him.

God is the creator of all things. (Genesis 1:1). The Bible
tells us how he dealt with his creation from the beginning and
of his dealing with man down through the ages. It tells us how
he deals with us today, how He speaks to us, what He excepts
of us, and how we will finally stand before him in the day of
judgment.

Paul wrote to the Romans, “For the wrath of God is reveal¬
ed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness;
Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them:
for God hath showed it unto them. For the invisible things of
him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are made, even his eternal
power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: Because
that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God,
neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations,
and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing themselves to
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be wise, they became fools, And changed the glory of the un¬
corruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man,
and to birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things.
Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, through the
lusts of their own hearts, to dishonor their own bodies between
themselves; Who changed the truth of God into alie, and wor¬
shipped and served the creature more than the Creator,
who is blessed for ever. Amen.” (Romans 1:19-25). Please
note that it was possible for them to know God even by the
things that they saw around them. That is, they could know
that there was aCreator by seeing that which He had created.
But they turned away from God and began to worship that
which had been created rather than to worship the one who
had created it. This displeased God very much.

God has said that man should have no other gods before
Him. (Exodus 20:3). In Exodus 20:4,5 He forbids man to make
any graven image of anything in heaven or on earth and to
bow down to i t . We do not know what God looks l ike and

therefore we cannot picture him or make aresemblance of Him.
He likewise knows that if we should make an image of some
kind to represent Him then that would become our god and
He Himself would be rejected. He is jealous over us with a
godly jealousy and wants us to worship Him only.

In Acts 17:22-31 we have this record: ‘Then Paul stood in
the midst of Mars Hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, Iperceive
that in all things ye are too superstitious. For as Ipassed by, &
beheld your devotions, Ifound an alter with this inscription,
TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly
worship, him declare Iunto you. God that made the world
and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and
earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Neither is wor¬
shipped with men’s hands, as though he needed any thing,
seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; And hath
made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the
face to the earth, and hath determined the times before appo¬
inted, and the bounds of their habitations; That they should
seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find
him, though he be not far from every one of us ;for in him we
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live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own
poets have said. For we are also his offspring. Forasmuch then as
we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the
Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art
and man’s device. And the times of this ignorance God winked
at; but now eommandeth all men every where to repent: Because
he hath appointed aday, in the which he will judge the world
in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; where
of he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised
h i m f r o m t h e d e a d . ”

Among mankind in general, God does not send blessings
and punishment directly on any man, woman, or child today
because of his goodness or as aresult of his evil deeds. One
may suffer in various ways, and even as aresult of his sins, but
not necessarily because God sees the individual doing wrong &
sends intentional suffering upon him. Likewise, because of one’s
good moral living, being kind, honest, hard working, etc., one
may receive benefits, and this because of following the
principles of God’s teachings, but not that God directly rewards
such people with his blessings. Among Flis children, those who
have obeyed Him and have become apart of his family, God
deals with them as aFather.

God does not want men to serve Him merely out of igno¬
rance and fear, but He wants us to know Him, to come to

believe in Him, and based on this to obey His will. We may
know him through astudy of the Bible, and we may know his
will for man today especially through astudy of the New
Testament. There we will see his love, grace, and mercy in
giving Christ to die for us that we might be saved. We may
learn of the church, how to worship God, and how to live for
Him. We may also learn what he has in store for us if we are
faithful to him, but of the punishment that awaits those who
fail to believe in him and to obey him. Read and learn. Study
and believe. Obey God. God has spoken through his Son Jesus
and his message for man has been recorded in the Bible so that
we might be saved eternally.

What is your concept of God ?Do you believe in the true
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and living God ?This can make all the difference in the kind
of life here and where you spend eternity.

Questions For Study
1. Do most people believe in God ?
2. How do the majority look on God ?

Has the Hindu concept of God influenced the Christians
bel ief ?

In what ways do some people picture God’s dealing
w i t h t h e m ?

What is responsible for these beliefs ?
6 . What does the B ib le te l l us abou t God ?How many

gods are there ?Who is He ?What are some of His
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ?

7. Why did God give the Romans up ?
8. Does God allow man to make graven images to represent

Him ?If not, why not ?
9. Why is God jealous ?

10. What did Paul find at Mars Hill ?What did He say
about idolatrous worship ?To whom did He point
them ?

11. Does God send blessings and punishment directly upon
m a n ?

12. How does God deal with man today ?
13. Is it possible to know God ?How ?

Can we obey God and serve him today ?
How will God finally deal with each one of us ?
What is your concept of God ?

3 .

4.

5 .

14.

15.

16.

Bible Questions And Bible Answers
The set of questions for this study comes from afriend in

Eluru, A. P.
QUESTION :Is Adam the father of all mankind ?

The Genesis account of creation proclaims that Adam
the first man created by God. So all men must be his descen¬
dants. But in the subsequent genealogies mentioned in Genesis,
only the “Isralites” or “Jews” can be traced to Adam.

Besides in Genesis and Exodus several races are mentioned

w a s
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who are the native dwellers of the lands through which the
Jews had to t rave l .

So it appears that Adam is only the Father of Jews and not
o f a l l m a n k i n d .

ANSWER :Yes, Adam is the father of all mankind., Out
of him came not only the Jews but the many other races
as well. It might be that aparticular genealogy mentioned
in the Bible would have to do with the Jews, but regardless
of which race or people one might be tracing, their genealogy
would eventually have to return to Adam. Before him there
were no other human beings and neither at his creation
were o the rs c rea ted .

QUESTION: Is polygamy justified ?
The Jews in the Old Testament were polygamous, that is,

Abraham, Jacob, etc.
Muslims and Jews are racially very near, (cousins ?) It is

often put fo'rward that this polygamy was because the
outnumbered men in those days, as men were often lost in
the fighting of battles. So morality is the result of many
soc ia l f ac to rs .

If so we can justify the Sodomites and Lot’s daughters also.
The former could be due to agreater male, female ratio. Even
in the gospels polygamy was not attacked. So can aChristian
be polygamous if he can afford it ?
ANSWER: No, polygamy is not permissable today. It is true
that before Christianity God overlooked some things but now
requires all to repent and turn av.'ay from all such things.
(Acts 17:30).

Jesus said, “It hath been said. Whosoever shall put away
his wife, let him give her awriting of divorcement: But Isay
unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife saving for
the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and
whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery
(Matthew 5: 31, 32). Again, we read concerning Jesus, “The
Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and saying unto
him. Is it lawful for aman to put away his wife for every
cause ?And he answered and said unto them. Have ye not

w o m e n
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read, that he which made them at the beginning made them
male and female. And said, For this cause shall aman leave
father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife, and they twain
shall be one flesh ?Wherefore they are no more twain but one
flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not
put assuder. They say unto him, why did Moses then command
to give awriting of divorcement and to put her away ?He
saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness your hearts
suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it
was not so. And Isay unto you, Whosoever shall put away this
wife, except, it be for fornication, and shall marry another,
committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put
away doth commit adultery. (Matthew 19:3-9).

Paul wrote.

m a n

Know ye not, brethren, (for Ispeak to them
that know the law,) how that the law hath dominion o v e r a

man as long as he liveth ?For the woman which hath ahus¬
band is bound by the law to her husband so long as he liveth;
but if the husband be dead, she is loosed from the law of her
husband. So then if, while her husdand liveth she be married
to another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her
husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no
adulteress, though she be married to another man.
7:1-3).

(Romans

_^ polygamy exists when aman takes more than one
living wife. This was done before Christ, and the Muslims
continue to do it, since they follow the Old Testament law
well as the example and teachings of Mohammed, but Christ
forbids such apractice. God intends for one man to have one
wife. If aman, for instance, takes asecond and third wife, and

on, then he becomes guilty of adultery. War or any other
excuse would not and could not justify polygamy.

To be continue in the next issue.

a s

s o
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Who Will Go ?
Who will go to Srinagar, Kashmir ?Most people know of

Srinagar as being aplace to go to get away from the heat of the
summer. It is therefore atourist paradise. It is also famous
for its handicrafts. As to religion, most of the people are
M u s l i m s .

Kashmir itself is aland of mountains, valleys, and streams.
It is aland of timber, fruit, and friendly people. In the winter
it is very cold but during the summer months it has ideal
weather. Srinagar, the capital of Jammu and Kashmir, is a
thriving city of lakes, parks, and tourists.

Over the past few years we have had some Bible Corres¬
pondence students in Srinagar, Jummu, and various parts of
Kashmir. As far as we know, however, none of them have
obeyed the Lord and therefore the church is yet to be establish¬
ed there. If someone would go and contact these students,
study with them, and settle down to work with them, no doubt
the church of our Lord could be established.

We know of denominational people who have gone to Sri¬
nagar, and other places, to preach their beliefs. Why can’t some
member of the church go to preach the pure gospel of Christ ?

Where Have You Gone ?
As aChristian, have you gone to any particular place to

work for the Lord ?Have you gone into some village, city.
State to begin the church for the first time ?If so, we

about it so we might
a r e a , o r

would appreciate it if you would write us
share the information with our readers. Perhaps this would
inspire others to go.

When you write, tell us when you went, where you went,
how you were supported, and what you were able to do.
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Ill lBs:h 4I lhh%4 4h 4I hiSh lhhJ4Ji'h 4±
1^12 &JS life Mh^ 4i 4hlh Ifeh ilhhh %lhahh ‘h4J^ hh ^Jh
i%kk hiSh %IhhJ4hife |i ^Ihh IiJ2 4|^ i^
this hlh ,4l4hh, hlh ihl JhiJ l^h£i 4lh 4ht Jhh ihlife ih
hi bhj j^hlh £^2 hJS ifej Ihihishj Ih hlli SJh I|bh
lihg Ahahh 4Je |^hii ih!£ ^hte hlh 4hh hlii ^Ih hjh
iIhh Ihlifc ih hi bhj %hliS 4hJ£^ hye ihh IIhh 2h l4hh
ibh %Ihllh: IhsS yAhihh Ihihhih hi yj£ih Ihh yilhJsih

hhijhhijjy ‘hhi.4h '2i2jhh ‘hihJ4hh hihh |Ihli hfe hhjhi
hyk 14* ‘1* hhij *k4k ‘l* hhij hyte ‘I* 4kk^ hys
4* yhis IIbi yhj 4lh 1*4! hh *b lys hh *b hh kliS
IIiihitb %hahh Ik h^hj 4* 2* hi I|IhhJ Mhi 4*

42k ^lih 41I kl24l4hh II2* ^hh 4l4hh hhahh klh I

klk I(U 'oJ:i Ahhijij* 1) iJkiy ihihjhh kh hih %
h^h lih ih iiifh Jhiih: ih hi bkj ^llih hl4h ihk iihh 2h
l4hh ihh IIihl* i* l4hh 14* ‘i* i** |4* i* lyk^is |4*
i* h^h 4_± hih yhh ih |4* ^^hh *j |ihl* Ih ii^ 14^
yhj 1*4! hh 4I *b iys hh 4I *b hilh ‘4I h2i ^hh lyh
;^|* ihLh 4I *b hh hh *J Iihi* 4hhhJ ilih hih >^hh |hh
iiihl 4k l4hh k4h yhh y‘4hjih ikkj 4* 4hkkh %ihhJ4ikfe
4* ilh yh!^b 4h 4h ^h kh 2* hk ^ihkJAikfe 4* hhiij*

22*hJ hkh ihiJ^ih %|hih 42^
-42:14h 4hhkJ IIhi*lh 4* ih4k *i* hih 42^-42:^ 4k |yt kiis
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C H U R C H E S O F C H R I S T I N Y O U R A R E A

C h u r c h o f C h r i s t
508/32 Baida Road
Lucknow (U.P.)
Church o f Chr is t
B o x 6 5 4 3
C u m b a l a H i l l
Bombay-26
C h u r c h o f C h r i s t
Pathanapuram P. O.
Quilon (DT.)
K e r a l a S t a t e

Church o f Chr is t
Churachandpur
Manipur
Church of Christ
Box 120, Camp
P o o n a - 1

Church of Chr is t
953 Kalasiguda, Bolarum
Secunderabad 500010, A.P,
Hyderabad
Church of Chr is t
H. No. 1-9-312/5/2
Vidyanagar
Hyderabad 500044, A.P.
Church of Christ
88 Gadwal House
Nampally
Hyderabad 500001, A.P.
Church of Christ
Amarara t i Road
Arundelpet (P.O.)
Gun tu r 2 , A .P.

Church of Christ
37 M.S.O. Colony
Bansawadi Road
Bangalore-33
Church of Christ
1/1, Bishop’s Lane,
Off Perambur Barracks Road
M a d r a s - 7

Church of Christ
35, Lock Street
Kot tur,
M a d r a s - 6 0 0 0 8 5

C h u r c h o f C h r i s t
Nongrim Hills
Shillong
Church of Christ
Ketti, P.O. Nilgiris
T a m i l N a d u

Church of Christ
No. 50-753-177
Gooty Road
Kurnool-2 (A.P.)
Church of Christ
Pool Bagh Road
Vizianagaram-2.
Church of Chr is t
Vattapadam
Palankara -P. O.
N i l a m b u r
K e r a l a S t a t e

Church of Christ
G. Kondur (P.O.)
Via Kondapalli
Krishna District, A.P.

These are but afew of the addresses of the churches of
o n e n e a r e s t y o u f o r

worship services, Bible Correspondence
Christ located in India. Contact the
information about
Courses, and tracts, e t c .

Printed at Pioneer Fine Art Press, Delhi-6. India
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