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. The Lord’s church is youngin India, being only a few
years old. This is not to say that the church did not exist in
other parts of the world before this time or that
it could not have existed here through the hundreds of
years since its original beginning - in Jerusalem. (Acts 2).
But the fact is that for one reason or another, as far as we
know, in modern times, -the church has become known and
widespread throughout the country only during the past-dozen.
years or so. How long the church will live from thjs point
onward will depend Aprim‘ari_ly on the faithfulness of the present

members and their willingness to take the gospel to their own
people, and it will depend also on those others who will tead
and study their Bible and determine to ‘obey God and to abide
by his teachings: coe ‘ -

. Preachers of the Lord’s church have come from Canada,
America, Australia, England, and perhaps -other countries,
to help preach the gospel to the people of India. Most of the
work has been done in South India since it seems that the -

people are more receptive to the gospel . there than in other
areas of the country, As a. result of these efforts hundreds
and thousands have been converted, with scores of congregations
being established. But herein we have some problems.
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With more and more foreign preachers coming and thus
spreading out to work in different cities and villages, each one
or each group of these has made his own particular contacts
and has baptized his hundreds, leaving various ones behind
with support to carry on the work. This often times leaves one
group in one area working ‘with one or more foreigners and
another group in another atea working with other foreigners.
Because these local brethren may be getting their support from
different ones then they may begin to compete with one an-
other, refusing to cooperate and to have any thing to do with
each other in spite of the fact that they are brethren and
members of the same church. This is not good and therefore
we must put forth an effort to rid ourselves- of such frictions
and divisions. ' :

1 am writing about these matters because ‘various foreign
brethren have told me that the church in many different places
in India is divided into different camps, with some feeling loyal
to one foreigner and others feeling loyal to apother foreigner.
Sometimes the workers of a certain area afe said to be
Bro. So—and—So’s men and workers in another place are
caid to belong to another Bro. So—and—So. Others
have nothing to do with these since they are getting
support  direct from an individual or a congregation of
a foreign country. Brethren in India, I cannot believe that
these foreign brethren could or would knowingly encourage
such things. Rather, I know that they would and do condemn
such petty and unscriptuial practices,' even as I do and as all
Christians do. Such attitudes are not according to God's
will. We must thetefore wipe out petty differences and
Joyalities before they destory the work that we ‘are -trying
to do.

Different brethren may. be coming to help with the work
in India and various local ‘brethren may be getting their
support from different individuals-and congregations, but what
we must realize is that we ‘are all brethren, members of the
same church, and therefore we shp-uld. be working tog'e.ther,:
cooperating with each other, and doing all we can to help one
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another in furthering the cause of Christ.

If you are -a faithful Christian, a member of the church
of Christ, the church that we read about in the Bible, then it
doesn’t make any difference where you are, what color your
skin, whether you are educated or uneducated. whether you
get your support from some foreign Christian or congregatlon
or whetheralocal congregation supports you or you. ‘make
-your living at some honest profession...regardless, you are my
‘brother and I want to have fellowship with you. -You should
feel the same about me. Likewise all of the members of the
church in India should feel the same way. If we are in the
 same village, in the same city, in the same State, or separated
by hundreds of miles, we should cooperate and work together
in every way possible to promote the cause of Christ.

Brethten, when we are divided and refuse to work to-
gether this suggests that we have our own self interest at heart.
We are therefore limiting ourselves ‘and the Lord himself in
what he might be able to do through his people in our area
and in India itself. But we are already few in number, and
the enemy is all around us, and surely®we need all of the help
we can get. This is why we must stand as one and WOrk
together so that we may accomphsh more.

Do you remember the Corinthians? They were the Lord’s
people too but they divided themselves into -different camps,
being loyal to various preachers. Listen to what Paul says
to. them: “Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our

Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that
there be no d1v131ons among you; but that ye be perfectly

‘joined together in the same mind-* and in the same judgment,
~For'it hath been declared unto me of you, my -brethren; by
them which are of the house of Chlosz, that there are conten-

tions among you. Now this I say, thatevery one of you
.saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I

of Christ. ' Is Christ divided? was Paul- crucified for you? or

were ye baptized- in the name of Paul? (I Corinthians 1:10-23).
-Paul went on to saythat he was happy that he had not

baptized more of them lest they too claim that he had baptized
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them in his own name. = In other words, Paul strongly con-
-demned this division that had come in _among them. - Would
he not do so today if-he were visiting with us and found us
- divided up and following the preacher who baptized us or the
- one who supports us? Does he not condemn such practices
in us through the things that he said to the Corinthians?
-Sure]y he does.
. Agam Paul said, “Now I beseech you, brethren, mark
them which cause division and offenses contrary to the doctrine
.which ye have learned; and avoid them. For they that are such
serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly: and by
good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple.”
(Romans 16:17-18). Paul warned the Elders of the church at
Ephesus, “For I know this, that after my departing shall
grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.
Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse
things, to draw away disciples after them.” (Acts 20:29,30).
Christ prayed that we might all be one. He said, “That they
all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that
they also may be one imeiis: that the world may believe that
thou hast sent me.”” (John 17:2]1). We are always condemning
division in the religious world, and rightly so, but division can
take place among the Lord’s people too and this is where more
damage is done than any where else. As long as the Lord’s
pedplé are united then all the forces of the devil cannot
_destroy them, but once division takes place among God’s
people then not only are they hurt but this becomes a stumbling-
block to the world itself. '
As the Lord’s people we must love God and we must
love one another. The Hebrew writer said, “Let brotherly love
-continue.” (Hebrews 13:1). Peter said, ‘“Honor ' all men.
Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the King.”” (1 Peter
2:17). Listen now to Paul: ‘‘And be ye kind one to another,
tender-hearted, forgiving one anether, even as God for Christ’s
- sake hath forgiven you.” (Ephesians 4:32). He goes on to
say, “Be ye therefore followers of God as dear children; And
walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and’ hath given
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himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-
smelling savor.” (Ephesians 5:1,2). All of this is to say that
we-be brethren. There is a tie that binds us together that is
stronger than' any earthly thing. We are all members of the
Lord’s family and this should be ‘expressed in our dealings
with one another.

Listen, brethren; did we not obey the same gospel? Are .
we not members of the same church? Do we not all wear the
Same name, the name of Christ, and are therefore Christians
only? Don’t we worship the same‘way? Don’t we preach
the same truths? Aren’t we brethren? If this be true, then let
unity exist among us. This is my plea for the chureh in
India. With this unity we can all work together and grow
and spread to every part of this country.

Let me remind you that we are not competing with orie
another. If so then we are opposed to one another and there-
fore working against each other. When we refuse to cooperate
with each other, to help one another with meetings, to share
our blessings and responsibilities, or when we fail to pray
for oneanother or refuse to visit each other, or feel better ,
than others, or will not fellowship our own brethren, then we
arein error and therefore we need to be cotrected. I don’t
believe we want to be like this and I believe that when we grow
more in the Lord a let of these little petty selfish un-Christian
things will disappear from our lives and practices.

Please think about these matters. Pray about them, and
let us strive to be the Christians and the church that we claim
tobe. Only thencan God be honored and that will be be-
cause we are at last united and working together to do His
will.  Remember, united we stand but divided we fall.

ASSOCIATE EDITORIAL

DID JESUS LIVE ?

Down through the ages the question is frequently asked,
“Who was Jesus?’ Was he a mere man? Was he one of the
- Frophets? Or was e a gccd teacher? And somecre may
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even go to the extreme, and ask, Did he actually live? People
have always had different opinions.about the person of
Christ. Once Jesus himself asked the question to his disciples,
saying, “Whom do men say that I the Son of manam? And
they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some,
Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith
unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter

answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son’ of the living
God.” (Matthew 16:13-16).

No doubt Christ came down upon earth from heaven,
and took upon him the form of a man, and in the scriptures
he is often called the Son of man. Also Moses, speaking
about him, referred to him as a prophét. (Deuteronomy 18:15).
And once a man came to Jesus and recognized him as a good
teacher. (Matthew 19:16). But above all, he is the Son of
God. Jesusis the Son of God, in the sense that -he was
conceived by a virgin named Mary by the power of God and
Holy Spirit, and not by the will of man. . If he was a mere
good man, or a prophet, or a teacher, then there have been
upon the earth many other good men, and -prophets, and
teachers, and therefore it would make Jesus equal to them,
or one of them, But ln fact, the whole world " has never-been
so aﬁ'ected by the life of any man or the whole of man put’
together, as by the perfect life of Jesus Christ. - And it is the

strongest evidence that Jesus was truly the Son of God asthe
Blble teaches.

But 1t would not be appropnate at- all to ask, Did
JE s ever hve" Since all the people and all the govern-

ments upon the earth recognize this fact that Jesus lived by
counting the time from the birth of Christ. Yes, we all count
time in accordance to the birth of Jesus. Today we live in

the year 1974 A.D. That means, Jesus was born 1974 years
before. A.D. means Anno-Domini, that is, year of our
Lord. This also shows that when one writes A. D., whether he
believes in Jesus or not, he confesses the fact that Jesus is the
Lord! Moreover, all the time before Christ is counted as
B. C., meaning tgefore C‘hrlst,, Thus, it isa ‘remarkable fact
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that all the governments all over the world count time
according to B.C. and A.D. And therefore, this in itself
proves that: Christ did Actually live. - :

Besides this, theré are a number of early historians, both
Christians and non Christians, who tell of Christ that he, in
fact, actually lived. Josephus, one of the historians, who lived
in the first century, was born around 37 A. D., and was not
a Christian himself, writes in his book “Jewish Antiquities”’,
about a pariicular tim¢ and events and says, “Now there
was, about this time, Jesus, a wise man, if it be law-ful to

call him a man; for he performed many - wonderful works. He
was a teacher of such men as received the truth with

pleasure. He drew over to him many of the Jews and also
of the Gentiles. This was the Christ. And when Pilate, at
the instigation of the principal men among us, had con-
demned him to the cross, those who had loved him from the
first did not cease to adhere to him. For he appeared to
them alive the third day, the divine prophets having foretold
these and ten. thousand other wonderful thidgs "c'oncerning
him. And the tribe of Christians so named for him' subsist to
this time.”’ S ‘

But a more obvious and strongest of all proofs of the fact
that Jesus Christ actually lived, and. that. he was divine, the
Son of God, is when in the powerful testimonies of the early
disciples of Jesus Christ, who gladly -suffered a}l -persecutions
and even gave their lives for their immovable faith in Jesus
Christ. It should be pointed out that a .friend may tell a lie
to  protect the claims of his. good friend, but - to the extent
that his own . lite would be spared. But ‘yet all of  these dis-
ciples threw away their lives gladly, just because they believed
that Jesus was the Son of God. ‘Had Christ been an imposter
or a liar, who would have even tried -to - presetve or protect his
claims .to their own «destruction? But yet. all.of the Apostles
of Christ, exéept John and even he spent several years in
exile before he died, suffered most 'tragi_c deaths at different
times and places. Here is the account:

~1.  James, one of the Apostles of Christ, was killed by
Herod Agrippa in A. D. 44, because he was telling
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about the resurrection of Jesus, Clement Alexand-
rinus, an early writer, says, James was led to the place
of martyrdom, but his accuser was brought to re-
pent of his conduct by the Apostle’s extraordinary
courage and undauntedness, and fell down at his

feet to request his pardon, professing himself a

Christian, and resolving that James should not

10

11.

receive -the crown of martyrdom alone. Therefore
they were both beheaded at the same time.

Peter, the Apostle, was imprisoned, and then he
was crucified with his head being down and his
feet upward. Jerome, another early time historian,
says that Peter had requested his executioners so
to be hanged, saying he was unworthy to be cruci-
fied after the same form and manner as the Lord
Jesus was.

Paul, the illustrious Apostle of Chrlst was beheaded
with a sword at Rome. Besides this, we have a
thrilling account of the Apostle’s frequent suffering

_for the sake of Christ, before he was put to death,

which include imprisonments, beatings, sto. ing, etc.

Matthias was mercilessly stoned, and then be-
headed. . ‘

Simon Zelotes was crucified in Persia, in A. D. 74.
Jude (Thaddeus) was either crucified or was shot to
death with arrows, in 72 A, D.

Thomas, the Apostle came to India in first century
A. D., was killed while he was thrust through with

" a spear, in South India.

Andrew, was also crucified.

James, the brother of the Lord, was mercilessly
beaten and stoned, then finally had his brains dashed
out with a fuller’s club.

Matthew was slain with a sword in Ethiopia, in A
D. 60.

Phlhp was scourged, then thrown into prison, and

finally in A. D. 54 was crucified.
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12. Bartholomew was cruelly beaten, then was ﬂayed

alive, and finally crucified in Armenia.

The Bible in Acts chapter 12 tells us how James (the
first one) died. However, secular history provides us mform-
ation about the fate of the rest of the Apostles.

"But the question once again arises, why did they choose
to give their lives for preaching and proclaiming Jesus, his
death, burial, and resurrection, when théy could have easily
lived and enjoyed life as simply not preaching Jesus? The
only answer that could be cited comes from the hearts of the
Apostle Peter and Apostle John, “For we cannot but speak the
things which we have seen and heard.” (Acts 4:20). These
men, the Apostles, were sure, and they knew, that Jesus Christ
was the Son of God, the resurrected Saviour. Their conviction
was not empty, vain, or blind. But as John again in 1 John
1:1-4 declares, “That which was from the beginning, which we
‘have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have
looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of
life; (For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear
witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with
the Father, and was manifested unto us;) That which we have
seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have
fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father,
and with his Son Jesus Christ. And these things write we unto
you that our joy may be full.”

How could they deny him whem they had seen, with
whom they had walked and travelled, whom ‘they had seen
werking great wonders and miracles? How could they deny
Jesus whose hands and feet were nailed to the cross before their
eyes? They had also seen him dying on the cross. They were
also there when he was buried in a tomb (grave) and then a
heavy stone was put on the mouth of the tomb and it was
sealed. But then on the third day, after this shocking event,
they had once again seen him alive! Yes, the same Jesus Christ

who had died on the cross and was buried in the tomb before
their eyes!

Apostle John, in John chapter 20: 25-29, tells us that
after his resurrection Jesus appeared at one place to all of his
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disciples, . except Thomas, -who was not present there at that
time. The record says, “The other disciples therefore - said
unto -him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them,
Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put
my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into
his side, I will not believe,” John continues to ‘say, “And
aftcr‘eight days again his disciples were within,, and Thomas
with them: then came Jesus, the doors being - shut, and stood
in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. Then saith he to
Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and
teach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not
falthless; but believing. And Thomas answered and said unto
him, My Lord and my God. Jesus saith unto him, Thomas,
because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are
they that have not seen, and yet have believed.”

"Dear reader, my;friend, Do you believe in Jesus, the
Son of God? Are youready to confess him, as Thomas did
saying;’ My Lord, My God? Jesus says, to you, be not faith-
less but believing. '

Will The Majority Be Saved?
K. Matthew

Many would answer this question very easily, yes. But
now I am going to contradict your answer in the spiritual
sense. Many people today will say bravely that all the people,
those who will nct repent and be "baptized, will be lost. In
this connection I want to draw your attention to the time of
Noah.

‘God saw that the world was full of wickedness. He chose
a person, namely Noah, the righteous person, to build an Ark.
He (God) gave the plan and measurement and the kind of
wood to make the Ark. Noah did accordingly as God had com-
manded. Meanwhile Noah preached. 120 years.to the people,
to repent. and turn to the Ark, to enter into the Ark because
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the world was going to be destroyed by the flood (water).
The multitudes thought, how could this be possible? The
majority did not listen to Noah and his -preaching except Noah
and his family (His. w1f'e, three sons and their wives, 8
souls). ‘ o -

When the appomted day came, the rains started, and the
water increased, no doubt the people remembered the preach-
ing of Noah. But they were too late. They all died in the
flood.  God will not change his' will. They called Noah but
the door of the Ark was already closed by the Lord. All the
disobedient were lost

The Lord Jesus will core and judge each person according
to their deeds. Preaching is foolishness to the present day young-
sters. They are shouting and rejoicing in their hearts. They
are saying there is no God. They ask, how will -the judgment
come upon us?

The promise will not fail. It will come on the appointed
day. Dear reader, are you saying you are in the majority, so
nothing will happened to you?

 Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, repent of your sins, con-
fess Jesus Christ 'as the Son of God, and be immersed in water
for the remission of -your sins. (Mark 16:15, 16; Acts 2:38;
Matt. 28:19,20). You can be on the right path only through
your obedience ‘to the Lord. If you have a question or need
any assistance, please let us know.

“Win A Prize” Bible Quiz, No.13
Send in all correct answers with references, whenever

asked for, and win a book that will be of immense value to
you. ‘

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Your answers must reach us within 15 days of your
receiving the magazine.
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Do not tear out the quiz from your magazine. Nei-

. ther should you send us the magazine back Use

separate papers.

Keep a copy of your answer to enable you to compare

3.

<« them with the given answers in the next issue.

" 4. Allentries must enclose 20p. in postage which will
cover only part of the postage required to send you
your award. This will not be refundable even if your
answers are incorrect, as the postage you have forfeit-
ed will help send the award to the winners.

Use King James Version (Authorized) Bible.
Follow the above instructions. carefully and send your
answers to the Quizmaster, P. O. Box 3815, New
Delhi 110049. .
QUIZ NO. 13:

1. Where are the Ten Commandments found?

2. Quote the Golden Rule and give the reference.

3. Where can you find th€ Great Commission?

4. In which book and chapter can you find the story of
the handwriting on the wall?

5. Find “I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is mine.”

ANSWERS TO QUIZ NO. 12:

1.

No, no number is mentioned. Matthew 2:1. 2. Bought

a pigce of ground, bought five yoke of oxen, married a wife,
Luke 14:16-21. 3. Peter, Acts 10:9-16. 4. Elisha, 2 Kings 2
15; 3:11. 5. The cities of refuge, Numbers 35:13.
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- Who Touched Me?
‘ Barbara Oliver

One of the greatest stories of faith in the New Testament
is about a woman. It is recorded in Matthew 9:20-22, Mark
5:25-34 and Luke 8:43-48. All we really know about this woman
is that she had had a hemorrage for twelve years. She had
gone from one doctor to another trying to find a cure, but no
one could cure her. In fact, as the years passed, her condition
became worse instead of better. And the scripture says that,
“after hearing about Jesus, (she) came up in the crowd ‘behind
Him, and touched His cloak. For she thought, “If I just touch
His garments, I shall get well, (it should be;”) Mark 5:27-28.
How did she know that touching Jesus would heal her? She had
not seen Him before; she had only heard about Him, But what
she heard produced faith. She knew that Christ could heal
her. And she believed it strongly enough to act on that k_nbw"-
ledge. She reached out and touched Him, and was healed.

“And immediately Jesus, perceiving in Himself that the
power proceeding from Him had gone forth, turned around. in
the crowd and said, ‘Who touched My garments’?” Mark 5:30
(NASV) what a strange question. He had people all around
Him, pushing and jostling for a position close enough to see
His miracles. But one person in that crowd had touched Him
believing completely in His great power. How terrible that in
all that multitude, only one reached out to Him. T

We have so many cares and worries today. The washing,
the cooking, the housework, the children, the husband; 4ll
must be taken care of, and we try to carry the burden alone.
The knowledge that we aren’t Christians, that we are sinners,
or that as Christians we are still so far. from Him; the wrong
thoughts, the bad attitude toward the. neighbors, the unjust
words to the husband and children; and still* we try to carry
the burden of guilt and sin alone. How-terrible. How terrible
that Christ is so close, and we, like that foolish crowd, don’t
realize the power of Christ, the opportunities we have to be
saved and to have Him share our burdens. We have so many
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opportunities to hear about Him and read about His love and
concern for us and His plan for our salvation, and the blessings
He gives to His children. Do you have the faith to touch Him?
Only then can He heal you. Do you have the faith?

_Often People Say

By Francis David

Often people say that the Christian rellglon came to Indla

through Europe or England, but that is not true. The
Chnstlan religion d1d mnot come from Europe or England.
The founder of Chrxstlamty, in other words, Jesus Christ,
was not born in Europe, butin Bethlehem whxch is in Asia.
In India the Christian religion was first preached by an Asian
person, whose name was Thomas. So, it is completely wrong
that the Christian religion was brought to India through Euro-
pean countries or England. The Christian religion is a special
caste for no particular country or people, but for all the world.
Jesus Christ says of himself in the Holy Bible, “I am the light
of the world.” (John 8:12) Jesus Christ sacrificed his life for
all the world (John 3:16); so that people could turn from
their sins, and could gain eternal life by obeying His command-
ments (Mark 16: 16). Jesus did not say that I am the light of
Europe, Asia or England Today in about all the countries of
the world where Christianity has been taken, do the Christians
become' English? Never, no! One writer in the Bible, the Apostle
Paul, says, “No you are neither Jew nor Greek; bond or free;
male or female; but you are all one in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians
3:28). '
. It is often, even in this country, that when someone leaves
Hinduism, Mohammedism, or some other religion to become
a Christian,  they say that they want to change their name:
When some person wants to become a Christian, it is enough
for him to have only the name Christian. But people im-
agine that by only taking an English name they become Christ-
ians. Thisis notso.

Suppose I have a monkey. 1 give th1s monkey a very ﬁne
suit to wear. With the suit Ieven give a necktie. When it is
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timé to eat, he sits on a chair thh me-to eat the fdod. And
a special ‘thing is that I give him the name Mr. John Snow.

Did that make the: monkey: 'a lestlani? No. Changing the
name or having an English name;, gannot make a Christian.

“The monkey to whom Igave the name J ohn Snow was not made
a Chrlstlan Agam to becqnjé a'éhnstlan, it is not necessary
fo change ~names, I would like to say one 1mp0rtant “thing
‘here, and that is that in the 31ght of God and Jesus Christ our

earthl names - are. of no value. .God. wants us to be true
Christians only. Our only name— Chrlstlan

Often peop]e ask us _“Are yqu Christians?”’ We give the
-answer, ““Yes, sir.””. But at once they ask us another question.
It is this; Whlch "kind of Chnstlan are’ you? Catholic, Pro-
1estant or some other.” We tell them that we are neither
‘Catholic, nor Protestant. We are Chnstlans only, because in
the’ Blb]e we read only about the name Christian. (Acts 11:16,
26:28, and I Peter 4:16). Many tlmes people hearing this are
surpnsed “But this is true. Whenever the ‘Bible said that one

would be a Christian by obeying. the commandments of Jesus
“Christ and followmg him, then he would be a Chnstlan only,
not Catholic or Protestant. _ :

If in fact one would like to be a Chnstlan then he must
turn to the Holy Bible, study it and take God’s help Often
men do not go to God for -help, but rather go to men. But
what man can say that he can give eternal life? Let’s see what
‘God’s word (the Bible) says about- this. “Po -not trust in
princes, in mortal men, in whom there is not salvation.”
(Psalms 146:3) So man must take help from God, or, in other
‘words, we must look in his word and see what it says. To
‘become a Christian, or to be given eternal life, first it is ne-
«cessary to believe in Jesus Christ- (John 8:24; Hebrews 11:6)
tepent - of your sins (Acts 17:30 and 2:38) confess the name of
the Lord Jesus. (Romans 10:9-10; Matthew 10:32) and be bap-
tlzed into the name of Jesus Christ. .(Mark 16:16).

These are some true things that I wanted to tell you
about. If you have any thing you would hke to say, or anything
you would hke to know, please correspond with us today.
Translated by B. Oliver
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The Preacher Needs to Know The
. Old Testament

Jack P. Lewis

A church cut loose from the Old Testament is a tree with:
its top root cut. God’s revelation is a revelation through the-
means of history; it is not a revelation of timeless truths alone.
In the Old Testament the problems are set which are resolved in
the New Testament; namely, the fall of man, sin, and redemp-
tion. Only in terms of the Old Testament can it be understood.
what Godaccomplished in the sending of his son into the world.
Were the echoes and allusions to the Old Testament cut out of
the New Testament, the blanks would leave the remainder too-
spotty to read. The New Testament writers assumed that the
reader would have sufficient knowledge of the Old Testament
to grasp immediately the allusions made to it. Concepts like
covenant, messiah, atonement, Son of Man, Son of David,
chosen race, pastor, and others, have no clear meaning apart
from their Old Testament background. An abundance of lesser

concepts also have their-roots there.
The moral lessons of the. Old Testament are eternal in

their value. There one can see clothed in human form the
warnings and the precepts elsewhere taught. He meets Cain
asking, “Am I my brother’s keeper?”, Lot pitching his tent.
toward Sodom, Potipher’s wife chasing Joseph, Baalam lovirg,
the hire of wrongdoing, David committing adultery with his.
neighbor’s wife, Solomen climbing the ladder of success until
his heart is turned from--God; and Ahab coveting Naboth’s.
vineyard. But he also meets Abraham leaving his father’s.
house to walk by faith. Moses turning his - back on Egypt’s
riches, Elijah defying Jezebel, Micaiah ben Imlah choosing
bread and water as fare in preference to reward for flattering
the king, and Daniel’s refusing the king’s dainties. The’ man
who does not regularly ‘draw from the riches of the Old Tcsta-
ment has impoverished his preaching. How much richer are
the treasures here to be found than are the platitudes of psy-
chology and sociology! Let us not forsake the fountain of living:

2
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waters and turn to broken cistérns that can hold no water (cf.
Jer. 2:13).

In the Old Testament one sees how God in order to save
the world chose one family, nurtured, protected, and favored
itin order that he might finally save those of faith of the entire
human race. The Stoics thought of history moving in circles;
Shakespeare speaks of life as being a stage full of sound and
fury, but meaning nothing; but history in the Old Testament
has meaning. God is working out a plan. The world is mov-
ing steadily and inevitably to a goal—its destiny with God.

The outpouring of the religious impulse revealed in the
Psalms is priceless. Here in lyric poetry is laid bare the long-
ings of the soul. Man has never more forcefully stated the
torment or the guilty conscience and the relief brought by
genuine repentance than is done in Psalms 51 and 32; awareness
of the brevity of life thanin Psalm 110; and the beauty of
harmony than in Psalm 133. The mold broke when the
Psalmist expressed trust in God in the words of Psalm 23,
None has even been able to express it that way again. As long
as men wander like sheep and find in God their shepherd it
will have an appeal. Compared with - these and other Old
Testament treasures rock poetry and music are poor indeed!
Long after they have been forgotten as passing human curiositi-
es, men who put forth the effort to know them will still be
thrilling to the themes of the Psalms.

The Hebrew prophets when persistently studied contain
rich veins. of ore out of which the diligent preacher can mine gold
week after week, year after year. Where in all literature could you
surpass the convicting power of Nathan’s story of the nne lamb;
Isaiah’s song of the vineyard, or Jeremiah's story of the potter re-
making the broken clay into another vessel? Who has surpassed
Amos’ description of opportunity and responsibility (Amos 3:1);
Micah’s summary of the essence of God’s demands (Micah 6:8);
Hosea’s picture of the love of God (Hosea 11:1ff); Zephaniah’s
picture of the Day of the Lord (Zeph. 1:14ff); or Habakkuk’s
statement of unconditional faith (Hab. 3:17)? The prophets
do not yield gold easily. It takes diligent digging, but the
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teward is high. I have listened to men try-to.p;each who took
their themes from children’s books or from current magazines.
My heart saddened for it seemed to me that they had traded
their birthright for a mess of pottage.

Like in the study of all literature, the richest treasures are
to be reaped by those who study the Old Testament in its ori-
ginal languages. Words in one language are not one hundred
per cent equivalents of words in another language. Shifts in
meaning do take place. We have the unique situation that the
Old Testament is available in Hebrew and Aramaic, in Greek,

in Latin, and in English. Each of these stages has exercised
an influence on the current English Bible. Each has con-
tributed significantly to the developing vocabulary which is now
used. A knowledge of each of them would be helpful to the

Bible student. He needs to go behind the contaminations of
accumulated tradition to the pure springs of the truth. Who
but the linguist can appreciate the puns on Hebrew words with
which the prophets expressed themselves? How often have you
heard it said that Samuel means ‘“he was asked of the Lord?”
Actually the point Hannah is making is not that she asked.
The point is that she asked and God heard. Even the elemen-
tary linguist knows that Samuel is from the verb ‘‘to hear.”
The linguist can see at a glance that Shibboleth and Sibboleth
are merely small variations in the Hebrew alphabet. Who
but the linguist can see that Daniel likely turned the nouns -
written on the wall into corresponding verbs to give the inter-
pretation of the writing to the king? Who but he can get
throug?h the problem of pronunciation of the Old Testament
names

Many words lave several possible meanings and English
translations, especially the KJV, use synonyms where no diffe-
rence in meaning is really intended. One Hebrew word may be
rendered by a multitude of English words. ~ Other than by his
dependence upon his favorite expert, how is the non-linguist to
know with which possible concept he is to operate?

A popular concept in the study of Old Testament theology
is that of recital. The Old Testament is not merely the narra-
tion of stories or the narration of ancient history. Its narratives
are a recital or a confession of faith. Perhaps we meet this
concept in action in the frequent Old Testament introduction,
“I am the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” I believe in
the God who created man, brought the flood, chose Israel and
gave her the land of Palestine. 1 believe in the God who raised
David to the throne, took Israel to Babylon, and then in'a
unique act restored her to her land. He is the Father of Our
Lord Jesus Christ. He is the God I serve.
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Continuing Christian Education -

(Bibie Correspondence Extension Courses
for Home Study)

Beginning with this issue we will be running a special series
of Bible Courses in the Bible Teacher. The lessons will be
for all—the Christian and the Non-Christian. There will be no
diploma or certificate issued since the lessons ate being offered
solely for the benefit of our reading audience who want either
to learn about Christianity of'as a Christian to grow and
develop in the grace and knowledge of the Lord. Please read
and study the material carefully, along with your Bible, and
then take a separate piece of paper and write the answers to
the questions and mail them to The Bible Teacher for grading.
Your graded lessons will then be returned to you so you may
know how you are progressing in your studies. So if you
really want to study the Bible so that you may know God’s
will for you then here is your opportunity.

' What is Your Concept of God ?

. Most people here in India believe in God or a supreme
divine being. The question arises, however, as to who He is.
To the majority he takes many forms. He is the god of des-
truction, the god of life, the god or goddess of love, and on
and on the list goes according to man’s needs and his fears.
There are hundreds and thousands. and perhaps millions of
these gods and goddesses and deities. One merely chooses thie
one that he wants to worship, and to him that one becomes
god. .

Because this is the predominate belief, and inasmuch as
this teaching and philosphy has been handed down ‘from
generation to generation, then to the untaught believer in
Christ, this may still be his concept of God. Such people
picture God as being one who rewards. them physically when they
please Him, but they fear that He may strike down from heaven
. to physically punish them when He is displeased with them.
For example, if a child in the family dies they may take this to
mean that God is punishing them for some failure. If there
is a cyclone, a famine, an accident, or some " other type of loss,
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they feel that this may be the rusult of God’s anger being
poured out on them. Therefore, they reason that if Gods anger
is to be turned from them they must somehow atone for their
deeds. This attitude grows out of ignorance, fear, and supersti-
tion, out of following the traditions and customs that have been
handed down, and from the influence of other religious
practices and philosphies upon their lives.

What is your concept of God ? That is, how do you
picture God ? 1Is He one or many ? Is He made up of many
gods and goddesses ? What do you believe about Him ? How
much do you believe in Him ? How does He deal with you ?
How do you deal with Him ?

The Bible tells us over and over that there is but one
God. (Galatians 3:20; Ephesians 4:6). He is a spirit (John
4:24), living (1 Thessalonians 1:9), everlasting (Romans 16:26),
and Holy. (Psalms 99:9). Heis mighty (Isaiah 9:6). merciful
(Psalms 116:5), and loving. (1 John 4:8). There is no end to
the traits of perfection that we could list of him. The Bible
describes him as a Spirit, person, who works and who deals
with man. It is therefore possible to know him, to obey him,
and to be rewarded by him.

God is the creator of all things. (Genesis 1:1). The Bible
tells us how he dealt with his creation from the beginhing and -
of his dealing with man down through the ages. It tells us how
he deals with us today, how He: speaks to us, what He excepts
of us, and how we will finally stand before him in the day of
judgment.

Paul wrote to the Romans, “For the wrath of Ged is reveal-
ed from heaven - against all ungodliness and unrighteousness;
Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them:
for God hath showed it unto them. ~For the invisible things of
him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are made, even his eternal
power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: Because
that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God,
neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations,
and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing themselves to

=
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be wise, they became fools, And changed the glory of the un-
corruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man,
and to birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things.
Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, through the
lusts of their own hearts, to dishonor their own bodies between
themselves: Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and wor-
shipped and served the creature more than the Creator,
who is blessed for ever. Amen.” (Romans 1:19-25). Please
note that it was possible for them to know God even by the
things that they saw around them. That is, they could know
that there was a Creator by seeing that which He had created.
But they turned away from God and began to worship that
which had been created rather than to worship the one who
had created it. This displeased God very much.

God has said that man should have no other gods before
Him. (Exodus 20:3). In Exodus 20:4,5 He forbids man to make
any graven image of anything in heaven or on earth andto
bow down to it. We do not know what God looks like and
therefore we cannot picture him or make a resemblance of Him.
He likewise knows that if we should make an image of some
kind to represent Him then that would become our god and
He Himself would be rejected. He is jealous over us with a
godly jealousy and wants us to worship Him only.

In Acts 17:22-31 we have this record: “Then Paul stood in
the midst of Mars Hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I'perceive
that in all things ye are too superstitious. For as I passed by, &
- beheld your devotions, I found an alter with this inscription,
TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly
worship, him declare I unto you. God that made the world
and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and
earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Neither is wor-
shipped with men’s. hands, as though he needed any thing,
seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; And hath
made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the
face to the earth, and hath determined the times before appo-
inted, and the bounds of their habitations; That they should
seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find
him, though he be not far from every one of us : for in him we
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live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own
poets have said, For we are also his offspring. Forasmuch then as
we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the
Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art
and man’s device. And the times of this ignorance God winked
‘at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent: Because
he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world
in righteousness by that man whom he hath - ordained; where

of he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised
him from the dead.”

Among mankind in general, God does not send blessings
and punishment directly on any man, woman, or child today
because of his goodness or as a result of his evil deeds. One
may suffer in various ways, and even as a result of his sins, but
not necessarily because God sees the individual doing wrong &
sends intentional suffering upon him. Likewise, becauise of one’s
good moral hvmg, being kind, honest, hard working, etc., one
may receive benefits, and this because of following the
principles of God’s teachings, but not that God directly rewards
such people with his blessings. Among His children, those who
have obeyed Him and have become a part of his family, G°d
deals with them as a Father.

God does not want men to serve Him merely out of igno-
rance and fear, but He wants us to know Him, to come to
believe in Him, and based on this to obey His will. We may
know him through a study of the Bible, and we may know his
will for man today especially through a study of the New
Testament. There we will see his love, grace, and mercy in
giving Christ to die for us that we might be saved. We may
learn of the church, how to worship God, and how to live for
Him. We may also learn what he has in store for us if we are
faithful to him, but of the punlshment that awalts those who
fail to beheve in him and to obey him. Read and learn. Study
and believe. ‘Obey God. God has spoken through his Son Jesus
and his message for man has been recorded in the Bible so that
we might be saved eternally.

- What is your concept of God ? Do you. believe in the true
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and living God ? This can make all the difference in the kind
of life here and where you spend eternity. :

11.

12,
13.
14.
15.
16.

Questions For Study
Do most people believe in God ?
How do the majority look on God ? :
Has the Hindu concept of God mﬂuenced the Chrlstlans
belief ?
In what ways do some people picture God’s dealmg

_with them ?

What is responsible for these beliefs ? :
What does the Bible tell us about God ? How many
gods are there ? Who is He ? What are some of His
characteristics ?

... Why did God give the Romans up?

Does God allow man to make graven lmages to represent

.Him ? If not, why not ?

Why is God jealous ? | B
What did Paul find ‘at Mars Hill ? - What did He say

" about idolatrous worshlp ? To whom did -He pomt

them ?

Does God send blessings and pumshment directly upon
man ?

How does God deal with man today ?

Is it possible to know God ? How ?

Can we obey God and serve him today ?

How will God finally deal with each one of us ?
What is your concept of God ?

B1b1e Questions And B1ble Answers |

The set of questions for this study comes from a fnend in
Elury, A. P.

QUESTION : Is Adam the father of all mankind ?

The Genesis account of creation proclaims that Adam was
the first man created by God. So all men must be his descen-
dants. But in the subsequent genealogies mentioned in Genesis,
only the “Isralites” or “Jews” can be traced to Adam.

Besides in Genesis and Exodus - several races are mentioned
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who are the native dwellers of the lands through which the
Jews had to travel.

So it appears that Adam is only the Father of Jews and not
of all mankind. . \

ANSWER : Yes, Adam is the father . of all mankmd Out e

of him came not only the Jews but the many other races
as well. It might be thata particular genealogy mentioned
in the Bible would have to do with the Jews, but regardless
of which race or people one might be tracing, their gencalogy
would eventually have to return to Adam. Before him there
were no other human beings and ' neither at his creation
were others created. '

QUESTION: Is polygamy justified ?

The Jews in the Old Testament were polygamous, that is,
Abraham, Jacob, etc.

Muslims and Jews are racially very near. (cousins ?) Itis
often put forward that this polygamy was because the women
- outnumbered men in those days, as men were often lost in
the fighting of battles. So morality is the result of many
social factors. '

If so we can justify the Sodomites and Lot’s daughters also.

The former could be due to a greater male, female ratio. Even
in the gospels polygamy was not attacked. So can a Christian
be polygamous if he can afford it ?
ANSWER: No, polygamy is not permissable today. It is.true
that before Christianity God overlooked some things but now
requires all to repent and turn away from all such things.
(Acts 17:30).

Jesus said, “It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away
his w1fe, let him give her a writing of divorcement: But I say
unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife saving for
the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and
whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery
(Matthew 5: 31, 32). Again, we read cencerning Jesus, “The
Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and saying unto
him, Is it lawful for a man to put .away his wife for every
cause ? And he answered and said. unto them, Have ye not
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read, that he which- made them at the beginning made them
male and female." 'And sald For this cause shall a man leave
father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife, and they twain
-shall be one flesh ? Wherefore they are - no more twain but one
flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let'not man
put assuder. They say unto him, why did Moses then command
to give a writing of divorcement and to put her away ? He
saith unto them, Moses because of the: hardness your hearts.
.suffered you to . put away your wives: ‘but from the beginning it
,was not so. And I say unto you, Whosoeyer shall put away this
wife, except, it be for fornication, and shall marry another,
committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which i§: put
away doth commit adultery (Matthew 19:3-9).

Paul wrote, “Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them
that know the law ;) how thatthe law hath dominion over a
.man as long.as he liveth ? -For the woman which hath a hus-
band is bound by the law to her husband so :long as he liveth;
but if, the husband be dead, sheis loosed from the law of her
husband. So then if, while her husdand liveth she be marrigd
to another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her
husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no

"adulteress, though she be married to another man.” (Romans
7:1-3).

A state of polygamy exists when a man takes more than one
living wife. This was done before Christ, and the Muslims
continue to do it, since they follow the Old Testament law as
well as the example and teachings. of Mohammed, but Christ
forbids such a practice. God intends for one man to have one
wife. If a man, for instance, takes a second and third wife, and
so on, then he becomes guilty of adultery. War or any other
excuse would not and could not justify polygamy

To be continue in the next issue.
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ER WhO WIH GO

Who wxll go to Srmagar Kashmlr ? Most people know of
Snnagar as bemg a place to. go -to.get.away from the heat of the
summer. It is therefore a tourist paradise: It is also famous

for its handlcrafts As to rehglon most of the. people .are
Mushms :

-+ Kashmir itself is a land of mountains, valleys, and streams.
-It is'a 1and of ‘timber, fruit, and friendly people. In the winter
‘it is.vety cold bui during the summer months it has ideal
“weather. Srinagar, the capital of Jammu’ aﬁdv Kashmir, is a
‘thriving -city of lakes, ‘parks, and tounsts :

Over the past few years we have had some Blble Corres-
pondence students in Srinagar, Jummu, and various parts of
Kashmir. =~ As far as we know, however, none of them have
- obeyed the Lord and therefore thé church is yet to be estabhsh-
‘ed there. If someone would ‘go and confact these_students
~study with them, ahd settle down to-work wnth them no doubt
the church of our Lord could: be estabhshed

‘We kn‘ow of denominational people who have gone to Sri-
* hagar, and other places, to preach their beliefs. Why can’t some
member of the church go to preach the pure gospel of Christ ?

Where Have You Gone?

- Asa Chrlsnan have you. gone to any partlcular place to
" work for the Lord ? Have you gone into some village, c1ty,
area, or State to begin the church for the first time ? If so, we
would appreciate it if you would write us ‘about it-so we might

share the information with our readers. Perhaps this would
- inspire others to go.

When you write, tell us when you went, where you went,
how you were supported and what you were able to do.
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CHURCHES OF GHRIST IN YOUR AREA

Church of Christ

Church of Christ v
37 M.S.0. Coleny

508/32 Balda Road
Lucknow (U.P.) Bansawadi Road

Church of Christ Bangalore-33
Box 6543 Church of Christ

Cumbala Hill 1/1, Bishop’s Lane,
Bombay-26 ‘Off Perambur Barracks Road

Madras-
Church of Christ adras-7

Pathanapuram P. O.

Quilon (DT.)
Kerala State

Church of Christ
Churachandpur
Manipur

Church of Christ

Church of Christ
35, Lock Street
Kottur,
Madras-600085

Church of Christ
Nongrim Hills
Shillong

Church of Christ

Box 120, Camp ; ilgiri
=, Ketti, P.O. Nilgiris
PZOIla 1 Tamil Nadu
Church of Christ ' i
953 Kalasiguda, Bolarum - I(\:Ihurgg ';)51-301]}71.';“
Secunderabad 500010, A.P. > SIS
Hyderabad "~ Kurnool-2 (A.P.)
Church of Christ i
hurch of Christ
H. No. 1-9-312/5/2 Ponl anoy Shrisl
Vidyanagar Vizianagaram-2.
Hyderabad 500044, A.P.
Church of Christ

Church of Christ
88 Gadwal House ;:f;:i:?:ﬂ,. o.

Nampally ' ‘ i
Hyderabad 500001, AP.  phambur
- Church of Christ Church of Christ

Amararati Road G. Kondur (P.0O.)
Arundelpet (P.O.) Via Kondapalli
Guntur 2, A.P. Krishna District, A.P.

These are buta few of the addresses ‘of the churches of
Christ located in India. Contact the one nearest you for
information about worship services, Bible Correspondence

-~Courses, and tracts, etc.
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