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S U N N Y D A V I D

Nehemiah Gootam,

Pleading for the restoration of pure New Testament Christianity

Vo l . 5 N o . 1 2

The Death of Christ
The most publicized event in the history of mankind, and

the one that has had the most far reaching impact on all of
humanity, was the death of Jesus Christ. It was one of the
most horrible deaths that aperson could experience, and yet
one that he humbly accepted. It was cruel but it was endured
because of the Lord’s love for mankind. It was wicked and
sinful yet through it came forgiveness.

The death of Christ is recognized as fact and not myth.
This is based on historical evidence of asecular nature,
however, will turn to the divine record as given in the Bible as
abasis for this study. In previous lessons we have considered
the betrayal and trial of Christ, which actually led to his death,
but now we want to consider and relate the story of his death.
We as Christians need to keep this fresh in our minds lest we

We,
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forget what our Lord did for us and to those who are not
knowledgeable of his death, we want to take this opportunity
to familarize you with it.

To begin this story we will go back to the Old Testament
and show that the death of Christ was prophesied long before
it actually took place. There is not one such prophecy of this,
but many. This is one of the reasons that we know that Christ
is the Son of God because he fulfilled those prophecies. We’ll
not, however, at this time try to give you all of the prophetic
utterances concerning his death but enough to clearly establish
the point at hand. The nrophet Isaiah said, “Who hath believ¬
ed our report ?and to whom is the arm of the Lord reveal¬
ed ?For he shall grow up before him as atender plant, and
as aroot out of adry ground ;he hath no form nor comeli¬
ness ;and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we
should desire him. He is despised and rejected of men; a
man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief :and we hid as it
were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed
him not. Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our
sorrows :yet we did esteemed him stricken, smitten of God,
and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he
was bruised for our iniquities :the chastisement of our peace
was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. All we like
sheep have gone astray ;we have turned every one to his own
way ;and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. He
was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his
mouth: he is brought as alamb to the slaughter, and as a
sheep before his shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.
He was taken from prison and from judgment :and who shall
declare his generation ?for he was cut off out of the land of
the living ;for the transgression of my people was he stricken.
And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in
his,death; because he had done no violence, neither was any
deceit in his mouth”. (Isaiah 53 ;1—9). The Psalmist David
said, “I am poured out like water and all my bones are out of
joint; my heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my
bowels. My strength is dried up like apotsherd; and my
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tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and thou hast brought me into the
dust of death. For dogs have compassed me :the assembly
of the wicked have inclosed me :they pierced my hands and
my feet. Imay tell all my bones :they look and stare upon

They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon
my vesture’’,
these you may read Matthew 27 :12—14; Matthew 27:57 60;
1Peter 3:18; John 20:27; and John 19:24. For other prophe-

and fulfilments you may read Isaiah 53:9—12; Luke 23:39
—43; Psalms 22:6—8; Matthew 27:39, 43; and Psalms 69:21;
Matthew 27:34,38.

For the actual story of the death of Christ we will turn to
the books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. We will not
have the space to give the entire account as given by all four
writers but you may turn and read these for yourself from
Matthew 27; Mark 15; Luke 24; and John 19.

To give you alittle background on this story, the script¬
ures tell us that there is one true God and that Jesus his Son
was with his Father in the beginning- (Genesis 1; John 1:1 5).
With man’s sin, God decided to send his Son to this world to
become asacrifice for the sins of the world through which man
could be redeemed and brought back to himself. Since God
knew the nature of man then he knew that his Son would even¬
tually be put to death and in spite of his love for his Son, he
loved man also, and he loved man so much that he was willing
to allow his Son to die on the cross that man might be saved.
(John 3:16,17; Hebrews 5:8,9).

m e .

(Psalms 22:14—18). For the fulfilment of

c i e s

Therefore Christ was born into this world by amiraculous
birth to take upon himself the likeness of man and to walk

He lived approximately thirty-three years anda m o n g m e n .

during this time he went about doing good, living asinless life.
But men were in darkness and they loved darkness more than
the light. (John 3:18—21). Because of this there were those,
even those who were religious, who sought to kill him. Fina¬
lly, through one of his own apostles, Judas Iscariot, the enemy
found away to reach him. Christ was betreyed by Judas for
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thirty pieces of silver, was given afalse trial, and was sentenc¬
ed to the death of the cross.

The Romans were in control of that part of the world at
that time and they used the cross to kill law breakers. It was a
slow, agonizing type of death and no doubt was for the pur¬
pose to warn any and all that if they decided to break the law
then the cross would be waiting for them. Pontius Pilate was
the governor at that time and even though he found no guilt in
Jesus, and neither did King Herod, nevertheless, he had to try
to keep the local people happy and contented and therefore he
thought of offering to give them achoice by releasing either
Christ or Barabbas, amurderer. The people cried out for
Barabbas to be released but that Christ should be crucified.

Therefore, he gave in to their wishes and the record says, “Then
released he Barabbas unto them: and when he had scourged
Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified. Then the soldiers of
the governor took Jesus into the common hall, and gathered
unto him the whole band of soldiers. And they stripped him,
and put on him ascarlet robe. And when they had plaitted a
crown of thorns, they put it upon his head, and areed in his
right hand: and they bowed the knee before him, and mocked
him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews !And they spit upon him,
and took the reed, and smote him on the head. And after
that they had mocked him, they took the robe off from him,
and put his own raiment on him, and led him away to crucify
him. And as they came out, they found aman of Cyrene,
Simon by name: him they compelled to bear his cross. And
when they were come unto aplace called Golgotha, that is to
say, aplace of skull, they gave him vinegar to drink mingled
with gall: and when he had tasted thereof, he would not drink.
And they crucified him, and parted his garments, casting lots:
that it might be fulfilled which w'as spoken by the prophet.
They parted my garments among them, and upon my vesture
did they cast lots. And' sitting down they watched him there;
and set up over his head his accusation written, THIS IS
JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS. Then were there two
thieves crucified with him, one on the right hand, and another
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o n t h e l e f t . And they that passed by reviled him, wagging
their heads, and saying, Thou that destroyest the temple and
biiildest it in three days, save thyself. If thou be the Son of
God, come down from the cross. Likewise also the chief priest
mocking him, with the scribes and elders, said. He saved oth¬
ers; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel let him
now come down from the cross, and we will believe him. He
trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will have him;
for he said, Iam the Son of God. The thieves also, which were
crucified with him, cast the same in his teeth. Now from the
sixth hour there was darkness over al l of the land into the
ninth hour. And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with aloud
voice, .saying, Eli, Eli , la’—ma sa bach’—tha—ni ?that is to
say. My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me ?Some of
them that stood there, when they heard that, said. This man
calleth for Elias. And straightway one of them ran, and took
asponge, and filled it with vinegar, and put it on areed, and
gave him to drink. The rest said, Let be, let us see whether
Elias will come to save him. Jesus, when he had cried again
with aloud voice, yielded up the ghost. And, behold, the veil
of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom;
and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent; and the graves
opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose, and
came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the
holy city, and appeared unto many. Now when the centurion,
and they that were with him, watching Jusus, saw the earth¬
quake and those things that were done, they feared greatly,
saying. Truly this was the Son of God”. (Matthew 27:26—54).

But really that is not the end of the story. We’ll take that
part up in our next study, but it goes on to tell how Jesus
removed from the cross, was buried, and then after three days
and nights, as he had promised, he came forth from the grave.
Then after being with his disciples afew days he returned to
his Father in heaven to reign as King of Kings and Lord of
Lords to this very day. You can read about that in Matthew
2 7 a n d A c t s 1 .

w a s

You are likewise encouraged to take the time to read the
other accounts of the Lord’s death as recorded in Mark 15,
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Luke 25, and John 19. You will observe that God did not
just have one witness to write this story down but four,
four give the same story much as four witnesses would write
the true facts of awreck as they might have seen it from differ¬
ent points. For example, in the death of Christ, one may bring
out adetail that the other writers did not mention. But having
four to report on it adds to the overall information on it and
shows God’s wisdom in so arranging it in this way.

But why did God allow his only Son to die there on the
cross ?Why didn’t he spare him ?Because God knew that
this was the only way for man to be saved, that is, through
the sacrifice of his Son and likewise with Christ aware of this
he was willing to suffer even the death of the cross. For a
moment God deserted his own Son and for that t ime Christ

had all of the sins of the world resting on him. What aheavy
burden, but he bore it and thereby through him we can be
saved and have the hope of eternal life. Thank God for that
death on the cross because through it we can live, even live on
a f t e r d e a t h .

Whether you, as areader, realize it or not, Jesus Christ
went through all of the pain, suffering, abuse, and finally death
itself upon the cross, that you might be saved. Christ repre¬
sented you there. He went through all of that because of your
sins. He wanted to provide you with away to have the for¬
giveness of your sins. You might not be aware of that, and
you might not accept it, but it is true nevertheless. For the sake
of your soul, and for him who died for you, will you not take
the time to seriously consider the death of Christ and how it
affects you ?Please do because it can be the beginning of a
new life for you.

A l l
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. a s s o c i a t e
^ e d i t o r i a l

The Universal Problem of Man
(No. 4)

S o W h a t I s T h e A n s w e r ?

Having thus accomplished the nature and the consequences
of sin W'e must now strive to find out the right answer to the
tragic universal problem of sin. No doubt there
people upon this earth who believe there is aGod. Likewise
there are enough people in the world who realize the problem
of sin and the need of God. In this world of sin there are also
hundreds of religious organizations, there are several so called
religions, gurus, teachings and doctrines. And all of these are
trying, in one way or another, to fight sin in fact, the bondage &
slavery of sin is making people to realize the need of freedom,
as did the Israelites when they were in the bondage of Pharoah,
the King of Egypt. Through various ways and means people

a r e m a n y

are trying to find God and salvation from sins. But the Bible
describes them as people
righteousness”. In Romans 1:21—25 the Bible says, “Because
that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God,
neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations
and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing themselves to
be wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of the un¬
corruptible God into an

who are holding the truth in un¬

image made like to corruptible man,
and to birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things.
Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the
lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies be¬
tween themselves: who changed the truth of God into alie,
and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator,
who i s b l essed f o reve r ” .
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People have not believed the testimony of the true God,
but professing themselves to be wise, they have made for them¬
selves their own gods in the form of idols, for they think they
would reach the true God through them. Others worship
various things of nature, such as the sun, moon, rivers, stones,
etc. Still others are trying to perform good or meritorious
works from the human point of view, for they think they will
be forgiven of their sins if they serve others. Then there are
those people who are praying and pleading to God to forgive
them of their sins and to accept them back into His fellowship.
But Isaiah, the prophet, as he was informed of God, tells us
that all their efforts, though sincerely made, are all in vain and
they are futile and of no use at all. Hear him, “Behold, the
Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his
ear heavy, that it cannot hear; But your iniquities have sep¬
arated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his
face from you, that he will not hear”. (Isaiah 59; 1,2). Thus,
all of the human efforts to reach God have been in vain, not
because. He has any pleasure at all that the wicked be left to
die. But because of the presence of sin and iniquity in human
beings, His face is hid and he cannot hear and save them. No,
there is no fault in God, but there is something between man
and God which is responsible for this estrangement. Just as
there is no fault in the sun when it is hid from us, but athick
cloud is responsible for it being hid from
sins, as agreat thick wall, hiding our Creator God from
Therefore, before one makes any efforts to reach God
must first get rid of his sin, the great wall which is separating
human beings from God.

us. So are our
u s .

, o n e

The Cause of Enmity Must Be Removed

Thus, the question now arises. 6 i

How can this great separa¬
ting wall of sin be abolished ?” However, before we set out to
find the answer to this question, there are two basic things that
deserve our attention. First, the offender must be made to see
his own guilt. For how can aperson realize the need for for¬
giveness unless he is convicted of his guilt ?And second, the
cause of enmity should be removed. For instance, if aman
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offends his father by stealing his money, this creates enmity
between them. Now, for the peace to be established between
both of them, it would be necessary that the son should realize
his wrong, and either bring back the stolen amount to his
father or submit himself to his father’s judgment, so that the
cause of enmity might be removed.

Now as we realize the problem of sin, and what it has done
to us in our lives, and we wish to come back to God, and foi
our peace to be established with Him, the cause of enmity must
be removed first. As already discussed, the cause of enmity
between man and God is sin. Therefore, it should be removed

taken away, so that man may come back to God and have
But since all human

o r

fellowship with him as asaved person,
beings are sinners, therefore, there is none among them who is

No doubt there arecapable of removing the sins of any one.
many good men and women in the world who are trying to live
good moral lives, but yet it does not mean that they are sinless.
In God’s holy eyes they are still sinners. God does not look
upon aperson as we do. We try to determine aperson s
acter on the basis of our limited knowledge. But God mhis
word says, “My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are

.For as the heavens are higher than they o u r w a y s m y w a y s
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts
than your thoughts”. (Isaiah 55:8,9). The inference ’
look upon aperson but omniscient God’s penetrating eyes can

inside the human heart and soul, and upon the basis of
his holy judgment he can declare, “They are corrupt, they have
done abominable works, there is none that doeth good. The
Lord looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to

that did understand, and seek God. They

I S , w e

l o o k

see i f there were any

are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there is
none that doeth good, no, not one”. (Psalms 14:1—3). Thus,
the question does not need to arise for any man to be capable
for saving himself or other human being spiritually.

No doubt we are limited in our efforts and we cannot at all
do enough to merit our salvation and trying to do so in any
way would be in vain. So, we may ask again, what is the an¬
swer ?How can the cause of enmity between man and God be
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sfnnpH^^ ■ should tnow is (hat we have
cotumitted ,n deed or thoughl ate priu,a,,Iy committed against
We needTto realize our sinful, helpless situation. We
to God and completely humble
there is no other

G o d .

m u s t t u r n

ourselves before Him. Since
manv wa a n d s i n c e w e c a n n o t
many way earn or merit our salvation, therefore the
for us IS mthe grace of God. only hope

God’s Grace Is The Answer

Sm not only caused man to be separated from God, and to
suffer other consequences, but it also caused God, the Creator,
to move in His love to send His only begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, to this earth so that sinners might be cleansed from
their sins through him. And not only did sin cause Jesus to
leave his heavenly abode, and to become like man, but He
even suffered physically, mentally, and spiritually many things
upon this earth all because of the sins of men and even when
they were not his

cause he deserved that, but because it was the will of God that
through his righteo
for the sins of the world.

Finally, he died upon across, not be-o w n .

death aperfect sacrifice might be madeu s

By sending Jesus Christ into the world, God did not only
reveal His immense love for mankind, but He also proved Hi“
self to be the God of justice. God loves man, but hates sin.
If God had only loved man, then he would have to compro¬
mise with sin. And if He only hated sin then man would have
no hope of coming back to God and to be saved from his sins.
But God did both. To show His love for all mankind he

i m -

e m p -

tied Himself and sent his only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, to
bear our sins, so that through him people may be reconciled to
God. The demand of the law is that sin should be punished.
In the death of Christ the requirement of the law was fulfilled.
God, instead of punishing every individual person for his own
sins, punished His own Son on behalf of every person. Thus
showing His perfect love and perfect justice at the same time.
Jesus, who being in th§ forjn of God but yet took upon him
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the form of aman. God gave him to be hanged upon across
as asacrifice for the sins of all people. Jesus, who did not
know sm, who was aperfect being, offered himself to be the
pertect sacrifice for the sins of the world,
in our stead, for our sins. God punished him.

The scriptures bear witness ̂
cermng him in the following words, “Surely he hath borne
griefs, and carried

c o n ¬

c u r

our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken
smitten of God and afflicted. But he was wounded for our
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastise¬
ment of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are
Healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned
every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid
iniquity of us all”.

on him the
(Isaiah 53:4—6). Thus, the manifesta-

uon of God’s perfect love and His perfect justice was made
through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. While we were helpless,
with no hope, and yet sinners, Christ died for us. Thereforê
we can be saved from our sins by the grace of God, which has
appeared unto all men through Jesus Christ.

Grace means unmerited favour. It cannot be earned by one’s
efforts. But it is abenefit bestowed upon one who does not
deserve it. Grace means afavour which is offered without
compensation. Since all people are sinners, therefore they all in
fact deserve to have God against them because of sin. But in¬
stead destroying or obliterating the real offenders, God demon¬
strated His animosity toward sin by the cross. Thus when man
was unable to reach God, God Himself came down through
Jesus Christ to help man by providing him with away whereby
asinner can return to his Maker. But all of this would have
been impossible if Christ had not satisfied the
God’s divine justice. Christ has removed the

a n y

requirement of

cause of enmity
between man and God. Therefore we can have peace with God
through Jesus Christ. This is the answer of God for the greatest
universal problem of man.

Friends, thank God, that he “hath not appointed us to
wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ”. (1
Thessalonians 5:9). “For the grace of God that bringeth sal¬
vation hath appeared to all men”. (Titus 2:11). After the death,
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burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, when his chosen disci¬
ples began to preach the Good News of Jesus Christ, they ex¬
horted people, as they were told by Christ, saying, “REPENT
(change your views and purpose to accept the will of God in
your inner selves, instead of rejecting it), AND BE BAPTIZED
E V E RY O N E O E Y O U I N T H E N A M E O F J E S U S C H R I S T
FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS, AND YE SHALL RE¬
CEIVE THE GIFT OF THE HOLY GHOST”. (Acts 2:38).
Will you trust in Him and obey Him ?So that you may be able
to say, “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ”. (Romans 5:1).

Parallels of The Coming of Christ
M a r k H . N u n l e y

(1) JESUS CAME INTO THE WORLD THAT WE MIGHT
ENTER INTO HEAVEN. In Matt. 20:28 we read, “Even as
the son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister,
and to give His life aransom for many.” Jesus did not come
down to the earth, build apalace, and have agreat host gather¬
ed around Him to praise Him. Rather, Jesus came into the
world to serve the needs of other people. While upon the earth
Jesus washed the disciples, feet leaching them humility and
service to their fellow man ;He healed the sick ;He raised the
dead ;He taught men the will of God that could save them. He
left all of the glory that He had in heaven to serve our needs so
that some day we might live in heaven.

(2) JESUS WAS BORN IN THE FLESH THAT WE
MIGHT BE BORN OF THE SPIRIT. In John 1:1-2 we find,
“In the beginning was the Word (Jesus), and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the begin¬
ning with God.” Then verse 14, “And the Word was made
flesh and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, the glory
as of the only begotten of the Father) full of grace and truth.
Jesus in coming to the earth was born of avirgin mother and

1 5
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took on the same body of flesh that we weai*. And because of
this we can be born again. By the new birth of the Spirit we
can be taken out of Satan’s kingdom to be added to Christ’s
kingdom. In John 3:5 we read, “Jesus answered, Verily, 1say
unto you. Except aman be born of water and of the Spirit,
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.”

(3) JESUS BECAME POOR THAT WE MIGHT BECOME
RICH. In II Cor. 8:9 we find, “For ye know the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that through He was rich, yet for your
sakes He became poor, that ye might though His poverty be
rich.” Jesus lived as apoor man when He dwelt upon the
earth for some 33 years. But because of His poverty all spirit¬
ual blessings are now available to us through Christ which
makes us extremely rich spiritually speaking. And we have the
promise that if we will put the Lord first in our life He will
see to it that we have enough physical things to get by on. See
Eph. 1:3 and Matt. 6:33.

(4) JESUS WAS REJECTED OF MEN THAT WE MIGHT
BE ACCEPTED OF GOD. Let’s note 3passages concerning

Isa. 53:3 “He is despised and rejected of men :aman oft h i s ,

sorrows, and acquainted with grief ;and we hid as it were our
faces from Him ;He was despised and we esteemed Him not.”
John 1:11-12 “He came unto His own, and His own received
Him not, but as many as received Him, to them gave He the
power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe
on His name.” Eph. 1:6 “To the praise of the glory of His
grace, wherein He hath made us accepted in the beloved.” By
obeying the gospel of Jesus Christ, we find acceptance before
the Almighty Jehovah.

(5) JESUS WAS PUT TO DEATH THAT WE MIGHT BE
MADE ALIVE. In Eph. 2:1, 4-7 we read, “And you hath He
quickened (or made alive), who were dead in trespasses and
sins ...but God, Who is rich in mercy, for His great love where¬
with He loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quick¬
ened us together with Christ, (by grace are ye saved :) and
hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heaven¬
ly places in Christ Jesus; that in the ages to come He might
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show the exceeding riches of His grace and His kindness toward
us through Christ Jesus.” How are we made alive in Christ ?
I n C o l . 2 : 1 2 - 1 3 w e fi n d t h e a n s w e r, “ B u r i e d w i t h h i m i n
baptism, wherein also ye are risen with Him through the faith
of the operation of God, who hath raised Him from the dead.
And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of
your flesh, hath He quickened (or made alive) together with
Him. having forgiven you all trespasses.
Was his Coming Vain As Far As You Personal ly Are
C o n c e r n e d ?

Jesus said in John 14:6, “I am the way, the truth, and the
life :no man cometh unto the Father but by Me.” And the
Apostle Paul wrote by the guidance of the Holy Spirit in Gal.
3:26-27, “For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ
Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ
have put on Christ.”

uihjai v i l l g o r

Who Wi l l Go To Kerala ?
Kerala is one of India’s most beautiful states. It is located

in the south along the western coast extending to the very tip
end of the country. The weather is warm and tropical the year
around. It is noted for palm trees, canals, tea plantations, and
fishing.

This State has avery high literacy rate and the people are
leaders in various fields.

According to secular history, the Apostle Thomas came to
South India and probably landed at one of the ports of Kerala.
Even to this day there are to be found there those called the
Syrian Christians, who claim to date back to the time of
Thomas. Of course they do not even come c lose to
resembling pure New Testament Christianity as set forth in
God’s word, which only indicates how easy it is to drift into
error. Also in the Cochin area there is aJewish Community
dating back for perhaps hundreds of years.
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There are many in Kerala who believe in Christ and they
have distinguished themselves as being very zealous people who

willing to go throughout India and even to neighboring
countries to spread the message of Christ.
a r e

Bro. K. V. George, Bro. Carl Johnson and others have
worked some in this State and there are anumber of congrega¬
tions of the Lord’s church already there. However, very little
has been done in comparison to the need. For instance, as far

know, the church has not yet been established in thea s w e

capital of Trivandrum. This needs to be done. Also, other
prominent cities are Quilon, Alleppey, Kottayam, Cochin,
Ernakulam, Trichur, Palghat, Calicut, Tellicherry, and Canna-
n o r e .

Who will go to this paradise State to preach the gospel and
to work for the Lord ?Perhaps you can. Maybe someone in
the South India area can go over and help in this effort,
b e l i e v e d t h a t i f t h i s c o u l d b e
f o l l o w .

It is

done, good results would

Remember, we cannot send you or help you financially, but
we can provide literature and pray that you are the one to go
and that you can do the job that needs to be done. We pray
that Kerala can soon be evangelized and that it can become a
power house for the cause of Christ and in spreading the gospel
to the res t o f I nd ia .

Behold, We Are The Sons Of God
K . M a t h e w

It is agreat privilege for men to be amembers of agood
family or awell known society. People respect them because
they know that these people are from such agroup. This is a
very common thing in our country. These people have more
opportunities than others do. They have awider choice in
society. But this is only in this world and for this world.
According to the Apostle John in 1John 3:1:

of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we
Beho ld wha t

m a n n e r
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should be called the sons of God.” Here is the real thing that
matters. God so loved us, even us, that he gave his only be¬
gotten Son to die for us to make us his children. Once we were
away from his face, on our own ways, enemies of our heavenly
Father, but sti l l he loved us and sent his Son Jesus Christ.
While we were yet sinners Christ died for our sins. Realize
the love of God. So now we are achosen people, God’s own
people. His children we are in the world but not of this world.
We do not run after the passions of this world but to live a
good life.

We are the sons and heirs of his eternal kingdom prepared
for us. Not like the worldly pleasures because these worldly
things are only for aseason. After that they will pass away. But
our home is forever. There is no end. For that very purpose
only God called us and Christ shed his blood. Many people
often say that “I own this much money and land.” At the same
time they are lost and do not have hope of that eternal home.
What profit is there if aman owns the world but loses his
soul ?He can enjoy the worldly pleasures only for aseason
but the eternal home, everlasting life, heaven—how wonderful
it is !Really heaven is awonderful place, ahome prepared for
us over there.

For this reason many have suffered and died. They knew
that they were going to that home eternal. Dear reader, are you
in this family today ?Are you striving to be abetter son or
daughter in this family ?If you are not, this is the acceptable
time. Come unto Jesus. He is calling. The almighty God of
heaven loves you. He sent his only begotten Son for you. Do
not think about the worldly pleasures. Do not run after the
world. This is only for aseason. The world may mock you or
even try to persuade you to live for the world. Above all, con¬
sider God and his love by sending his Son. Through him all
can become the children of God. Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ and obey his blessed commandments. Be born again
into anew family. Be agood example. Suffer for the blessed
name. What can awell known society or agood family of
this world do for you ?But if you are ason or daughter of
the Lord’s family or kingdom, it can give you everlasting life.

May the Lord give you an opportunity to come to his family
and to live for him.
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qiufstions and^ a n s s v e r sm
QUESTION :—A question comes from apreacher of the

Dear Brother, ‘And these signs shall follow themc h u r c h :

that believe ;In my name shall they cast out devils ;speak with
tongues; They shall take up serpents...they shall lay hands
the sick, and they shall recover.’ Mark 16:17,18. lam

receiving many criticisms and comments from denominational
people regarding the above verses,
miracles and healing and tongues. Iexplained to them that
the healing and miracles were in the days of the Apostles. We
are not heirs of the Apostles,
help me to give aproper and direct answer to the denomina¬
tional people.”

ANSWER Thank you so much for your letter and for

n e w

o n

They are stressing on

In this regard Irequest you to

your question. Let me say in the beginning, however, that you
are faced with aproblem that many are faced with all over
the world. The problem is not that we cannot present the
truth to these individuals but rather the problem is that of get¬
ting them to accept the truth. There are those who love dark-

rather than light (John 3:19,20), who love the praises of
than the praises of God (John 12:42,43), and who

n e s s

m e n m o r e

claim to be able to cast out devils, etc., but the Lord does not
know them. (Matthew 7:21-23). It is hard to teach someone
the truth when his mind is made up and closed to the truth.

But concerning Mark 16:17-18, all you need to do is to
remind these people that they need to read the entire setting
which begins with Mark 16:14 and goes on through the remain¬
der of the chapter. The Lord begins by speaking to the eleven
Apostles. This was after Judas had betrayed him and before
Matthias was chosen to take his place. He is speaking to them
and each time he speaks of “them” and “ye” he is speaking to
the Apostles. These are the ones to whom he promised to



send the Holy Spirit to give them miraculous power. (John
16.7,13). Later in Acts 2it was the Apostles who received the
baptism of the Holy Spirit. All others received the gift of the
Holy Spirit which carried no miraculous power with it.
is claimed that all received the baptism of the Holy Spirit then
why was it necessary for the Apostles later on to lay their
h a n d s o n c e r t a i n

power of the Holy Spirit ?Even then they did not lay their
hands on all Christians to give them this power. Read Acts 8.

Now getting back to our text, you will note that it was the
Apostles who would cast out devils, speak with new tongues,
take up serpents and drink deadly poison without it hurting
them, and to heal the sick by laying their hands on them.
Furthermore, they had the power to even raise the dead. But
who was it that was given this power ?The apostles. Anyone
else ?No one else except those the Apostles laid their hands
on to give them such power. Now are there any Apostles
living today ?Are there any people living that can say that the
Apostles laid their hands on them ?If not, then there are
people today v«ho can do these things. Why can’t they do
them ?Because the Lord hasn’t baptized them with the Spirit
and he has not done so because he has not promised to do
That doesn tlimit the Lord’s power, but rather his power is
demonstrated when men do what he says.

People love to be deceived. They like to think they have
power. But who today can cast out devils ?Those who claim
to cast out devils are in religious error. They are in churches
that they cannot read about in the Bible. They wear names
that are unknown to the Bible. Therefore they are of Satan.
Now then, can Satan cast out Satan ?If these people should
come across someone with an actual devil in him, as in the
days of the Apostles, they would be like the seven sons of
Sceva, when they tried to cast out an evil spirit in the name
of Jesus, “And the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus Iknow,
and Paul Iknow; but who are ye ?And the man in whom the
evil spirit was leaped on them, and overcame them, and prevail¬
ed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and
wounded.’’ (Acts 19:15,16).

I f i t

ones that they might have the miraculous

n o

s o .



1 9

Who today can speak with new tongues or languages ?
When their preachers come from England or America, without
any former study, can they preach in Hindi, Telugu, Tamil, or
some other local language ?Certainly not. They have to have
atranslator to help them to convey their doctrine that those
who have been baptized with the Holy Spirit can speak with
new tongues but they cannot do so themselves. They are fakes
and imposters. Why can’t intelligent people see that ?When
the Apostles preached in new tongues on the day of Pentecost,
all heard and understood in their own language. (Acts 2:6).
Wake up people !Don’t allow these imposters to deceive you.

Can these people pick up serpents ?Some of their Pente¬
costal friends in America have been trying this and they have
found out that these snakes can kill them. Several have al¬
ready died. Oh yes, they claimed to have the baptism of the
Holy Spirit, to speak in tongues, etc., but when bitten by a
poisonous snake they died nevertheless. The snake didn’t know
that they were supposed to have the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
Of course the problem was that God didn’t give it to them. So
God was not on trial but their doctrine was and it failed them.

Where are those who can drink adeadly poison and survive?
My advice to you would be; don’t try it to find out. The
Apostles, however, could have been given poison to drink and
it wouldn’t have hurt them. Why ?Because the Lord gave
them the power of the Holy Spirit to enable them to do the
work tha t he sen t them to do .

because we have the word of God to guide us and so do all
others who will accept it.

Are there any today who can miraculously heal the sick ?
Not one. Oh yes, there are many claims made, but no evidence
whatsoever. Sai Baba also claims to perform miracles, but do
you believe that he can ?

Now going back to the text, you will note that the “He”
that the Lord speaks of is the individual that hears the gospel
preached by the Apostles and therefore it is that he that be¬
lieves and that he that is baptized and consequently that he
that is saved, but that he was not given any miraculous power.

W e d o n o t n e e d t h a t P o w e r
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The Lord did not say “he” shall do these things but rather
“they” shall do them. Therefore, the Apostles could do them
but “you” can’t.

That means then that we are not recipients of the baptism
of the Holy Spirit and as aresult we cannot do any miraculous
deeds today. To say otherwise is to make aliar out of Christ
and to reject his word.

Waiting on the Lord
Among those who claim to be believers in Christ there is

always someone talking about waiting on the Lord. To be
more exact, there are many who offer this as their reason for
not being more active. They say that they are waiting on the
Lord to reveal his will to them, to tell them what to do, so they
will know the right course to take. They mean by this that
the Lord is going to speak to them or in someway reveal his
will to them separate and apart from his word. If you should
be one of these, and you may well be, since we have many read¬
ers, and this is the usual concept of the majority here in India

to how the Lord works, but if you are one of them then you
are waiting in vain. Instead of you waiting on the Lord he is
waiting on you to do his will. You remember how Saul was
waiting but the preacher came to him and said, “And now why
tarriest thou ?arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins,
calling on the name of the Lord”,
read through the story of Saul’s conversion in Acts 9and 22
you will note that it was not Christ who told him what to do
but apreacher of the gospel. Of course in this case the Lord
did appear to him but this was in the time of miracles and prior
to the time that the new Testament was given in written form.

The God of heaven has given his will to man and through
this he reveals his teaching and gives instructions as to what he
wants man to do.
the Lord to reveal his will to them because the only will that
he has for man has already been revealed. He has not pro¬

a s

(Acts 22:16). Also, as you

It is not necessary for any man to wait for
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raised to, and neither will he, speak directly or in some other
way to any man. He will not speak directly or indirectly, that
is, apart from his word, to make known or to convey any
message of any kind to any human being anywhere in this
world. To do that would make him arespecter of persons,
unless he dealt with every man in the same manner, and since
he is no respecter of persons then you can be certain that he is
not involved in such apractice. (Acts 10:34,35).

In the next place, why should the Lord have to speak to
any man ?Why should man have to wait on the Lord to speak
to him ?What would be the purpose of it ?He has already
given his word to the world and he has asked his disciples to
go to all the world, to all nations, and even to every creature
to preach its message. (Mark 16:15, 16; Matthew 28:19,20).
On reading the word, or hearing it taught, faith is produced
(John 20:30, 31; Romans 10:10), and then it is up to the indi¬
vidual to either accept it or to reject it.

Why would the Lord reveal his will to man and then find
it necessary to speak directly to man concerning his will for
him ?As pointed out, that would make him arespecter of
persons if he spoke to you in that manner and didn’t speak to
me in the same way. But should he find it necessary to do
that, then what was the purpose of giving his word if it is not
complete and final ?Also, why should any man have to wait
on the Lord and why would the Lord make any human being
wait if it is up to the Lord to speak directly to him ?

Next, the question arises if that means that the Lord cannot
directly speak to man. He cannot speak anything that would
be contrary to his will, if so that would make him aliar, and
the Bible says on the one hand that his word is truth (John
17:17), that it is complete and psrfet (Jam;s 1:25), and that it
completely furnishes man to every good work (2 Timothy 3:16,
17), and on the other hand we are told that God cannot lie.
(Hebrews 6:18). Therefore, he cannot and will not speak
directly to you about any matter. If you are waiting for him
to do so then you are wasting your time.

The foregoing does not mean that God is dead, that he
cannot see or hear, or that he is not with us. Neither does it
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mean that he does not lead us or guide us. He does so but
through his word and by his providence. He is with us and in
us, hears us and answers our prayers if they are according to
his will and for our good. You remember that Paul revealed
that all things work together for our good if we love the Lord
and are called according to his purpose. (Romans 8:28).

The important thing to remember, therefore, is that we
should hear God’s will for us as revealed through his word, act
on it, and be assured that the Lord will take care of the rest.
Don’t worry about having to wait on the Lord. He is more
than aware of your needs, has already provided for them, and
will more than adequately care for you. Are you waiting on
the Lord ?If so, don’t wait any longer—he is waiting on you.
Will you not hear him, arise and obey his teaching by believing
in Christ (John 3:16), repenting of your sins (Acts 17:30),
fessing your faith in Christ (Matthew 10:32), and being baptiz¬
ed (buried in the water) for the remission of your sins ?(Acts
2:38). If you will the Lord will save you and add you to his
church. (Acts 2:41, 47). Regardless of who you are or where
you are, the Lord invites you to obey him. You may be a
preacher, teacher, and agreat sinner, but God’s word applies
to one and all since all have sinned and therefore all stand in
n e e d o f s a l v a t i o n .

Even as aChristian you will not have to wait on the Lord.
Instead he has revealed his will so the Christian will know his
duty and can therefore go forth to discharge it. Again, don’t
wait on the Lord because he is waiting on you to act. Right
now !May God bless you as you so do.

c o n -

Praise The Lord
All of the Pentecostal type meetings, and even some of the

other religious groups who have been influenced by them, are
well known for their verbal expressions like “Praise the Lord”,
“Hallelujah”, “Amen”, “Thank you Jesus”, and so on. Per-
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haps the reason they use these terms so freely is that they feel
in this way that they are participating, that they have the
freedom to express themselves, and it also may be ameans of
reducing tension and formality. For whatever reason they use
them, however, it soon reaches the point where they become
vain words, with little or no meaning except for the fact that it
just amounts to alot of unnecessary noise and confusion.

When people constantly use these expression then they soon
begin to shout “Amen”, “Praise the Lord”, and so on out of
habit and therefore giving no thought whatsoever as to why
they are praising the Lord. Believe it or not, but someone may
proclaim “Praise the Lord” at apoint when it is entirely out
of place to so do. The preacher may be talking about the sin
of drunkenness and someone may be heard to say, “Thank you
Jesus.” What is the point therefore of all of these verbal expres¬
sions during areligious meeting ?It would seem that they are
not used wisely, result in alot of nonsense, and consequently
end in making mockery of God and the worship that is being
offered to him.

Pentecostals are famous for drawing people not so much for
the purpose of hearing what they have to say in their preaching
and teaching but to see and hear the show that always goes
along with their meetings. They have so indulged in this kind
of thing for so long they seem to think that this has to be
done for it to represent true worship. It is just the opposite
in that it indicates that it represents false and vain worship.

Words and expressions like “Amen”, “Praise the Lord”,
etc., are not bad words. They are good and may be used at
times if done So in harmony with God’s will and in asensible
way. But just to keep repeating the same words and phrases
over and over all the way through areligious service is boring
and disgusting to intelligent human beings. This kind of thing
usually appeals to the poor unlearned type of people who
attend them. It is not that it is asin necessarily to be poor
and unlearned, at least in the things of this world, but it is a
sin when one deliberately remains ignorant of God’s will.
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The Bible teaches, “Let all things be done decently and in
order.” (1 Corinthians 14:40). It also teaches that “If any
man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man
minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth :that
Godin all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to
whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. A m e n .

(1 Peter 4:11).

The Lord will be praised when he is worshipped according
to the teaching of his word. Yet, if you don’t follow the New
Testament pattern of worship, it doesn’t matter how much you
clap your hands, holler, shout, jump up and down, run around,
say praise the Lord, Amen, and all of the other things that
could be added to that, it is not going to impress the Lord to
the point that he will accept it as true worship.

May God help us not to be carried away by such deceitful
practices but let us hold true to his word and do what he
teaches. Only then can we truely praise the Lord. Then the
Lord can see it in our lives, not just hear it in empty words.

Anyone...A Teacher ?
Gary Dennis Jones

ANYONE CAN BE ABIBLE TEACHER, but to be agood
one, he must have the proper qualifications. Though they may
be stated in several different ways, the basic qualifications for a
Christian Bible teacher who is to be effective are knowledge,
curiosity, and enthusiasm.

Certainly the Bible teacher needs agood knoVledge of the
Bible: not aperfect one, for this is not possible, but abasic in¬
sight into its teachings. And through constant use, one’s know¬
ledge will grow ever keener or sharper.

The next priority for the leader of aBible-study class is
curiosity, which could also be termed “good scholarship”. This
person should be both willing and anxious to study his lesson
well before class. And more than this, he should have adesire
to learn much more about the subject at hand than is absolute-
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ly required so that he will be even better prepared to share
with others his knowledge and insight into the matter.

Enthusiasm is very important to any teacher, but to the
Christian Bible teacher it can literally be “the spark of life”.
If the Bible teacher lacks this quality, then he should not have
been given the class in the first place. He will invariably do
much more harm than good. His knowledge of the subject,
however great it may be, will not be enough to overcome his
w e a k n e s s .

On the other hand, one who shows much enthusiasm for a
Bible class, though he may be somewhat lacking in knowledge,
may be considered agreat asset to that class. For in this in¬
stance, enthusiasm is enough to offset the person’s other disad¬
vantages as ateacher. That is, aheart-felt enthusiasm for the
Bible as well as the Bible class will cause this person to seek
and find much information on all the subjects which confront
him (thus, his scholarship, curiosity, preparation) and he will
therefore gain the knowledge that he needs.

So we see that the Christian Bible teacher may be qualified
by means of (1) knowledge, (2) curiosity (or scholarship), and
(3) enthusiasm. With these things going for him he will not, he
cannot, fai l .

‘The God-Man, Jesus Christ*’
Ann Lea Engle

No money, arms, or war song,
With Righteousness His goal.
Into men’s minds projected
N e w h o r i z o n s f o r t h e S o u l .

More light He shed than scholars.
Without school’s eloquence,
Such words were never spoken
For Spiritual defense.
More pens were set in motion
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Orations, sermons spoke,
Than all the army of ancient
Who human minds awoke.
Effects beyond the poet’s reach
(Imprint He not apage)
Yet He, eternal love and hope
Upon men’s souls engraved.
His sinlessness, impressive,
Ne’re lived more harmless being.
No single stain nor shadow,
Who stands such scrutiny ?
Never an improper word,
Wrong action, evil look,
Never injured anyone,
Advantage never took.
Holy, separate and apart.
Above all, consecrate,
Demonstrated what He preached,
His purpose, sin abate.
Positive, His acts of good.
Absent moral blemish.
Merciless, their testing.
More perfect, none could wish.
The revolution in men’s hearts.
Tremendous impact felt.
Unique, unfathomable His love,
“Behold, How God Hath Dealt !’’
“Bleed to Bless”, Christ’s motto.
Our escape from harm.
Self - renunciat ion
Is Jesus, “Coat of Arms”.
Incomparable His influence,
Upon the human race.
Two thausand years have come and
He has not been replaced.
My soul in wild rebellion
Would truth and justice flee
But Christ, while conquering millions
Has even conquered me.
All the brilliant genius
Of philosophers, the highest !
Can’t touch the “Garments Hem”
Of the “God-Man, Jesus Christ”.

m e n

g o n e
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