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Pleaafzngfor the restoration of pure Newv Iestamén;- Christianity

The Nommal Chrlstlan

“Chnstlamty” has been in India since the days qf the Apo-
stle Thomas, provided he came to this country as Ristory says
that he did. If he did come, and there is no proof to the
contrary, that would certamly do away with the idea that
Chnstxamty is a western religion that has been recently im-
portcd At any rate, Christianity in one form - or another has
been here for a long time. It now has a follow:ng of some

twelve million or so. Thls is not very many in comparison to
a populatlon of almost 'six hundred million people. Neither
is that very many when you consider the fact ' that Chnstlamty
teaches the importance of teaching “others for “the purpose of
converting them to Christ. Had this been done through the

years. then India today should. nghtly be a Christian nation,
having had no'need for missionaries all along. Indeed, it should

have been sending missionaries out to‘all parts of the world.
Since there are so few people here who' profess their faith

in Christ, then there must be sometlnng wrong. What has really

held Christianity back 7 Has it been because of other religions ?



Has it been because of the lack of religious freedom™ Perhaps
it was something“els'e”' It"ié imeresting to note the excuses. th:;\t?
that the majoruy of those who have been behevers in. Christ, .
right-on:up to:this very day, have béen -nominal‘in:their ‘Chris=:
tianity. That is, they have been: Christians in:belief only. They
have professed their faith in Christ; but that is-about all. Many
have no déubt beext like'their Teligious neightours and have been
born physically into the. “Christian community” and aga 'result-
meetmge—regulef}ya »Theyseldom 4ea¢and stndy theu *Bab!e--
“even if they can read at all.’, They do not pray. Asa matter
of fact, there is little drﬁ'erence in them and most other people v
If they-show. -any outward sign- __of their faith it may be at
Christmas and ‘East :

B

this couﬁtry 3e just exrsts TIt takes 10 st :
and incorporates many of the same evils and‘ practrces that are
going on all around - it. There is" little effort “to. expand its
eﬁ’orts .and practrcally no -aftempts are made to evangelise
‘ef By a few who come in from the outs:de The church is
sat1 d to rea]y prlmarrly on support grven by others For aH
practrcal purposes, such Chnstlamty here is dead

Because many members of rhe churoh have exther come out
ot denommatmnahsm, or. have been 1nﬂuenced through the
years- by nominal “Chnstxans”, then. they 100 are generally
nominal, They are Chnstxans and members of the church of
Chrrst but that is about all. Very few ﬁnd it 1mportant enough
to-attend the assemblies of the- ehurch They can a]ways come
up wnth some good excuse. for .not attendmg, such as: hemg vcr;y

bnsy, company came, they Were vrsmng somewhere, gtes; and.
so,on..

‘Nommal Chrrstramty is: condemned in the Bxble It lsa.
state.of indifference and.: lukewarmness. ‘(Revelation. 3:15,16).
It is: the state- i which-an «individual is a Christian.. because it
is conyenient to be.such. . He. -is: . worthless to -Christ and his-

church -In:the énd;:he does-more’ damage -than: .good. ; Pe&e!
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sa1d it ‘would have been better for him never to have known the
truth (2 Petér2: 21) ‘He also said- concerning one who had
not'added the Christian-graces: ‘‘But he that lacketh these
things is blind, and - cannot ‘see’ afar off, and hath forgotten
that he was ‘purged from his old sins.”? (2 Peter 1:9).

To be a New Testament Chrrstlan a genume Christian, one
whd is allve and domg the will of God, one ‘must be active and-
mvolved in the worship and work of the Lord. One must be
giving, doing, serving, and sacrificing for Christ. He must be-
living for Christ and teaching and preaching the Lord’s will by
word of mouth and example. He cannot sit still, remain idle,
and be lazy, but instead he must be dedicated and committed
to the Lord and his cause and he must be industrious always
in the Lord’s vineyard.

The Bible definitely teaches that tlne Chnstlan is what heis
because of what he has accepted and how. he lives. - Being a
sinner, he heard the gospel, believed it, repented of his’ sins,
confessed Christ as the Son of God, and then was baptrzed to
have his " 'sins remitted- or washed away. This acceptance of
Chrlst, and thls obedlence to his. teachlng, changed him, saved
hrm, and made h1m a member of the Lord’s’ church He is
now ‘a néw man,’ a chrld of God, a Christian, and’ oné who has
hope Through this process he has’ now taken upon himself
the duties and responsxbrhtles that go along with the religion
of Christ. * From this beginning ‘point one carries with him
these duties and responmbllltles for the rest of his life.

As a Chnstran, one is to pray, study, and worshlp the Lord
each first day’ of the week. He is to live a pure Jife, help the
poor, and have love for all. He is to be honest, seeking always
to ‘do good and ever showing the spirit of Chnst in his life. He
is to ever bé growing and developmg in the -grace and know-
ledge of the Lord. There is never a dull moment for him. He
may have problems but he can overcome them through Christ,
There may be trmes of unhappmess but never for long be-
cauise the Chrisfian is s6 blessed and has so much to hve for
and to look forward to

How can oye ever thmk he r;an please the Lord asa. nomr-
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nal Christian ? What is wrong with people ? Do they think
the Lord is a fool ? Do they think that he will put up with just
any and every thing, that he will accept just any kind of ‘treat-
ment ? Don’t they realize that their service to God is the most
important thing in all of this world? My brethren, wake up.
Come to grips with this matter and make up your mind that
you are going to return to the Lord and that from now on you
are going to obey your Lord and that you are going to live
and die as an active Christian. If you don’t, don’t expeéf any-
thing out of the Lord, now or latter.

There Is Power In Jesus’ Things !
“And a certain woman, which had an issue of blood twelve
years, and had suffered many things of many physicians, aﬂd has
spent all that she had, and was nothing bettered, but rather
grew worse. When she had heard of Jesus, came in the press
behind, and touched his garment. For she said, If f may.touch
but his clothes, I shall be whole. And straightway the foun-
tain of her blood was dried up: and she felt in her body that
she was healed of that plague. And Jesus, immediately know-
ing in himself that virtue had gone out of him, turned him
about:in the press, and said, who touched my clothes ? And
his disciples said unto him, Thou seest the -multitude throng-
ing thee, and sayest thou, who touched me? And he looked
round about to see her that had done this thing. But the woman
fearing and trembling, knowing what was done in her, came
and fell down before him, and told him all the truth.” (Mark
5:25-33).
~ The above cited event took place on the way when Jesus
was going to raise the daughter of Jairus, a ruler of the syna-
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gogue, who was dead. As he was passing, the hopelessly sick
woman of our text, who had, no-doubt, heard about the fame
and power or Jesus and concerning the wonderful things which
he did, wanted to come near to Jesus. However, seeing the
multitude, she realized that it would not be possible, but
she said, “If T may touch but his clothes. I- shall be
whole.” Certainly, there was no power residing in the gar-
ment itself, it had no power when it was in the bazar, unsold.
But the important thing that the women of the text realized
was that it was the garment of Jesus. Another thing, that
deserves our attention, and is of much importance, is that she
realized that she needed to exhibit.or to show her faith by
touching the garment of Jesus. The act itself might seem
foolish, but as Apostle Paul says, “Foolishness of God is wiser
than mhn, and the weakness of God is stronger than man,”
(1 Corigthians 1:25). Therefore, if faith should save ome i
must be with works. (James 2:24), Or, as again Paul- says
“faith which worketh by love” (Galatians 5:6). Thus, faith
must be exhibited by doing, even though the thing which is
done may seem foolish to man.

For jnstance, when the children of Israel were dying in the
wildernéss because of their disobedience to God, and when
they wanted to be saved, God told Moses to lift up a brazen
serpent and by looking on it people would be saved. (Numbers
21). There was no wisdom in it, but yet it took place exactly
as God had said. Again, when the Israelites wanted to take
the city of Jericho, they had to march around it seven days.
(Joshua'6). Was there any power in their" marching around it ?
And again, Namaan, who had leprosy, was told to _dip himself
seven times in the river Jordan. Why ? was there any power
residing in the waters of Jordan ? And yet again, the blind
man in John ¢hapter 9,-had to have his eyes anointed with
spittle and clay and ‘then had to wash in the water. What
power was there'in the spittle, or clay, or water ? Evidently,
all would say, “No, there was no power in these things but
the power was in God’s commands”, But yet God used the
material things as means of testing people’s faith,
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- However,: the power. is not manifested but by.the things
which belong to the Lord, Once again, I remind . .you, the-wo-
man of our text may ‘have touched any other garment; evenithe
_garment of Herod or some other important man, butit would
not be the garment of Jesus. The: . inference is, . to be healed;
it was necessary for her to contact the garment of the: Lord.
There are many other things which .belong to the Lord, -and
~ therefore we must respect them, and .must put them above
all other things. Some of themare : - ~+. . .- "~ it

1. The Gospel of Christ. The Apostle' Paul says, “I'dfh
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ; for it is the‘power of God
unto salvation to every-one that believeth: to the Jew ffi"ét; 4nd
also to the Greek (Gentile).” (Rotaans 1:16): = There aré mhny
kinds of gospels being preached today. But, as‘the woman of
our text, we must be determined to contact the gaspel' of Jesus
Christ only, as revealed in the New Testament. '(Mﬁtthéw 28:
19,20; Mark 16:16;- 1 Corinthians 15:1-4)., ~ ~ = **”

2. The Baptism of Christ. Jesus taught . that afte; éﬁ;e
believes in him, he should be 'baptized to be, saved, (Ma_rk
16:16). The baptism of Jesus is  not for children or infants,
but for those who are old enough to - distinguish. between right
and wrong and who -caun believe -in “Jesus - Christ:. . More
over, it is not sprinkling or pouring of wateri -The “bap-
tism of Jesus is burial or -imerssion in water and coming out
ofit. (Acts 8:35-39). Also, the baptism of Christ.is not in-
tended for just a mere sign: or confession, ‘but .it is taken. for
the remission of sins (Act 2:38).- Although, there is na:power
in the waters of baptism to take away. one’s sin, just as‘there
was no healing power in the garment itself. Actually, there is no
‘more power in the baptism of Jesus than it was in the garment
of Jesus. But just as sure as the woman of the text had to touch
the garment of Jesus to be healed, it is that Suge we must be
‘baptized, with the baptism that Jesus Commanded, to be saved
of our sins. It is a matter of exhibiting one’s. faith in Jesus, and
not of argument and vain discussions, Ca .
... 3. The Name of Christ. The Bible says, there -is no-other
name approved by God wheteby we must. be saved:: (Acts' 4:12) '
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Because of this fact, Peter exhorted, to 2 ‘great multitude of

‘believers to_be baptized. in the name: of .Christ,; (Act2:38).
Philippians 2:9 says, it is a;name which. is above eyery. -name.
Daring the time of Apostles, all followers of Christ were known
.only by thisdistingtive. name “CHRIST-LAN". (Acts 11:26;
.l;fet,ﬁ!’,‘;‘%lﬁ)e:;-.; Lol U N By e o2 sldia uls . 4
4. The church of Christ. Christ establishied HIES chirch;-oily
one. (Matthew 16:18; .}Ag;s 2 . He.loved it and gave himself for
it. (Ephesians 5:25). 'HE shédl his'blood for it. (Act 20:28). It
is.called” by, his name only. (Romans : 16:16)....'Now, if one
church is'ds good as. another,. then: one garment. should beias
good as:another. And all would'agree; ‘had the.‘woman' of our
text argued that one garment was as: good as :another; & it does
not matterias to whose garment * was ‘touched, °she would. be
healed, shie:would have remained. in her sickness: all her life::But
she did dot argue that way, she was confident that. if she 'was to
‘be healed then it'would only be. by:contacting the: garment- of
Christ, and-not by touching -any “othét’s clothes.: Are -you'a
ember of the church of Christ; of ‘which you'¢an fead in"your
Bible ? if not, then- you'are -touching - the ‘invalid ‘garmeént 6f
sotme oné. “You neéd to be corrected. Again remember; thre
is power in-*"Jgs'us, things. - -0 o Ay
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and study the material carefully; along with Blble, and then
take a separate-piece of paper and write the answers to the
questions and mail them to The Bible Teacher for grading.
Your graded ‘lessons will be returned to you so you may know
how you are progressing’ in your studies. - If you really want to
study the Bible so that you may know God’s will for you then
here is your: opportumty .

Repentance

One of the greatest needs of our time is for people eyery—
where to repent. This is a word that means to-turn, to ‘change,
to go in another direction. It means a change of heart, and a
change of life in the sense in which we are using it. Jesus gaye
a parable that helps us to see what repentance is. He said,
«But what think ye ? A certain man had .two .sons: and he
came to the first, and said, Son, go work to-day in my viney-
ard. He answered and said, I will not; but afterward he
repented, and went. And he came to the second, and said
likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir; and went not.
Whether of them twain did the will of his father.? They say
unto hxm, The first. Jesus saith unto them, Verily I say unto
you. That the publicans and the harlots go into the kmgdom
of God before you. For John came unto you in the way of
righteousness, and y¢ believed him not; but the publicans and
the harlots believed him: and ye, when ye had seen it, repented
not afterward, that ye might believe him.” (Matthew 21:28-32).

Some define repentanoefto mean: t%at one'is sorry for what
he has done, butethls is not enough... For .example, one may
be sorry for a crime that he. cotmitted, because he got caught,
but he would have no such sorrow had he  gotten away unpun-
ished for what he did. Godly sorrow that is from the heaft' is
what produces genuine repentance. Paul writes, “For godly
SOrfow worketh repentance to salvation mnot to be repented of:
but the sorrow of the ‘world worketh death ? (2 Cormthlans

7. 105

Gomg further. we are talking about repentmg of one ’s sms or
turning away from them. This means that one. must quxt doxng
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that which is:bad and wrong. For one to say that he has rep-
erited. of something that.-is bad ‘or wrong but to cointinue to do
it simply means that he nas not repénted. In speaking to those
who had-repented, Paul wrote - the Ephesian Christians: “And
that:ye.put-on the new man, which: after God is created in
rightegusness and true holiness, Wherefore putting away lying,
speak-every:man truth with his neighbour: for we are members
one of another.- Be ye:angry;-and sin not: let not the sun go
down upon your wrath: Neither give place to the:devil. Let him '
that stale-steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with
his hands the things which is- good, that he may have te
give to him that needeth. ::Let no.corrupt - communication pro-
eeed out of your mouth, but that which: is good to the use of
edifying, that it ‘may minister grace unto the hearers.. And
grieve not the Holy Spirit of- God, whereby ye are sealed unto
the day of redemption. Let all bitterness, and wrath, and
anger, and clamor, and evil speaking, be put away from you,
with all malice : And be ye kind one to another, tender-heart-
ed forglvmg one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath
forglven yoy.”’ (Ephesians 4:24-32), Now this is what repen-
tance is all about

_ There were those who brought up eases in which people had
died violent deaths and it was assumed that this was God’s

punishment upon them for their sin. Christ explained to them
that. they had not penshed as a direct.result of their sins. but
~ he said, “Except ye; repent, ye shall all likewise perish. ” (Luke
13:3). The same would be true to this day There_ are all
kinds of accidents, natural disorders, etc., that bring destruc-
tion and death: to hundreds and. thousands. Although those
who suffered and lost their lives in suchhcases were sinners, it
dogs not follow. that God was directly. - Punishing them for
were doing. thlS, then what would he dQ to the rest of us ?
their Sir If he Nevertheless, whether we live or die, and under
whatever circumstances, if we fail to repent or turn away from

our sins, then thls will eventually brmg about our etertial des-
‘tructlon S : -

Justhetc we, need 'to reahze ,that when Jesqs asks us to
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repent he is asking us to give up and to quit any and every bad
thing that may be in our lives. At the same time remember the
Lord has never asked us to repent and turn away from any
good thing, but only that which is bad and destructive.

The command to repent is directed toward the individual
who is guilty of sin and wrong doing. This does not Include
infants or little children. They may be guilty at times-of bad
_ things but it is not with full comprehension of what they are
doing. ' The law of the land does not hold children guilty of
crimes and therefore does :not punish them for such. They
may be put in a correction home so they can get proper care
and training, but they are not directly punished. Spiritually,
also, the command to repent is directed towards those who are
old-enough to know right from wrong and those who are old
enough to hear the gospel, to believe it, to repent of their
sins. ‘This includes all responsible beings. Paul said to the
people on Mars Hill, “And the times of- this lgnorance God

winked at; but now commandeth all men: every where to repent.
(Acts 17:30).

‘After Peter and the apostles had preached the first gospel
sermon on the day of Pente cost, with faith being produced in
the hearts of many of those present, the people finally cried
out, “Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter
said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in
the.name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye

“shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”” (Acts 2:37 ,38).- Some
of these people had taken part in the Lord’s crucifixion. There-
fore it was necessary for them to have ‘a chan ge of heart about
Christ. It was now necessary for them not only to believe in
him, but to commit themselves to him. They were now to
follow Chrxst serve h:m and teach others that he was indeed
thé Sonof God and the saviour of the world Thcy cou1d not
obey God without doing this.

When saul repented he quit persecuting the"church, and upon
obeying the Lord he began. to preach Christ as. resurrected
Lord. (Acts 9). When the jailor repented he washed the
“stripes of Paul and Silas, men that he had formerly Leld in pri-
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son after they had been beaten. (Acts 16,19-40). Christ said of
such people, “I say unto you, the likewise joy shall be in
heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more. than over ninety
and nine just persons, which need no repentance.” (Luke 15:7).
Again he said, “Likewise, I say unto you, there isjoy in the
presence of angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.”
(Luke 15:10). ‘

Not only does the sinner need to repent, -but there are-times
when Christians likewise need to do the same. ' Since it is
possible for a Christian to make mistakes and even to fail from
his relationship with Christ, then in such cases he also needs to
repent, and must repent if he is to b: saved eternally. A" good
example of this is the story of ‘the prodigal ‘son in Luke 15.
The record says, ““And he said, A certain man had two.sons:
And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me.
the portion of goods that falleth.-to me. And he divided unto
them his living. . And not many days after the younger son
gathered all together, and took his journey into:a far country,
and there wasted his substance with riotous . living. . And when -
he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and
he began to be in want. And he went: and joined himself to
a citizen of that country; and he. Sent him into his fields to
feed swine. And he would fain have filled his belly with the
~ husks that the swine did eat; and no man gave unto him. And
when hé came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of
my father’s have bread enough and .to spare, and I perish with
hunger ! I will arise and go to my father and will say unto him,
Father,I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, And am
no more worthy to be called. thy son: make me as one of thy
hired servants. And he arose, and came to his father, But when-
he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had com-
passion, and ran, ;md fell on his neck, and kissed him. And
the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven,
and in thy Sight, and am no more worthy to be culled thy son.
But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe,
and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on
his feet: And bring hither the fatted Calf, and - kill it; and let
us eat, and be merry: For this my son was dead, and is alive
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again; he was lost, and;is found. And they-began te ‘be.merry.”’
(Luke 15:11-24). . = . , -
In.Acts 8 we have the story of Simon the sorcerer. Philip
had preached the gospel to the ‘Samaritans and: many of them
believed and were baptized. The record says. “Then Simon
himself believed and when he was baptized, he continued with
Philip, and wondered, beholding the miracles and" signs which
were done-”? (Acts 8:13).:After Peter and John had come :down
from Jerusalem to lay their hands on some. of theilocal Chris-
tians, the record says, “And when Simen sdaw that through lay-
ing on of the apostles’ hands the Holy Ghost: was given, he
offered them money, Saying, Give me " also - this power,;that on:
whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost. But
Peter said unto him. Thy money perish with- thee, because
thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with
money. Thou hast neither paft nor lot:in this matter. for thy
heart is not right in the sight of God. Repent therefore of
this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thowght of
+ thine heart may be forgiv'én thée. -For I-perceive that thou art
in the gall of bitterness, and’ irl the bond of iniquity. Then'
answered Simon, and said, Pray ye to the 'Lord for e, that
none of these things which ye have spoken come’ up&r’x“me.”?’
(Acts 8:18-24)." s A EECE m
Even as faithful Christians we are subject td’m’istéke and
errors. We may neglect things that we tieed fo do and do.
things that we should mot do. Therefore, we must fgﬁeht of.
any and every bad thing in our lives and contirually try to
better our lives. The Bible says that we are 1ot to allow sin'
to reign in our bodies. (Romans 6:12). Again we aré exhorted
Ecé ]iréé;ent our bodies as living sacrifices to the ‘Lord. (Romatis
Have you repented of your sins ? Have ‘you removed from
your thinking, from your speéech, from your actions that which"
is hurting you and destroying you? Are you daily striving to
live a pure and godly life ? Jesus wants you to. If you have
not repented then you need to do so righé now.  If YO'u will
repent and bé baptized you can have the remission of your’
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sins, (Acts 2:38),., Remember, .;you can’t obey “God-and 'keep
your sins, and in the end. sin that is not repented of will c‘ause
you to be eternally lost. .

13
14,
15,

. ‘Does the Christian ever need to repent*?' .

QUESTIONS FOR ST UDY

'What is one of the greatest needs of our nme"

Define repentance.

-~ Mention some of the false conceptxons of repentance
" What must repiace sin when one repents" .
~“'Why thd the Lord 'say t‘hét ofie must repent or pensh‘l

Aréwe' evér requrred ‘to-! g1ve up any good thmg in
-order to repent”

*-“To whom ‘is- ‘repenta’nce direc‘ted"
. What -does tepéntanté havé to do W1th ofie’s salvatlon"

Give some examples of repentance.
Tell the story of the.prodigal som. -~ . -+ oo . &
.Why was it. necessary for Simon the sorceper to repent

. even after he believed and was,baptized 2. o
. -Are Christians. subject to mistakes and errors?-. ' .- -

Can one obey God withoutirepentance? : =~ ~* -
Is it possible to-obey God withont repentante? ' %'
) it

."'Who will goto Himachal Pradesh? At first thought, the
idea,of encouraging someone to go to -this State‘is almost like
eneouraging ong to.go on ‘a holiday. . But even:thoughiit is a’
mountainous State, :a tourist paradlse, stilkitis a land of rugged
people and hard work. : . o

.. Simla, one-of India’s major hill. statlons 1s'E the cap‘italfahd-f
apgxozumately three and ‘a! half: million people living there.
Some of its districts include Bilaspur,” Chamba; Kangra, Kmn-
anr; Kulu, 'Lahul -and 8piti, Mandi, and Sinila;. " S
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Like most of the other States, this one also is predominan-
tly Hindu, but most of the people are- meat eaters. :Ninety
three per cent of the people depend:on agriculture for their
living. Many dialects are spoken, over thirty per cent of the

people are literate, and 90 per cent of the populatlon own land.
The winters are long and hard.

Education has done more than -anything else to help the
people advance. Also, the increase in motorable roads has
helped to open up the State and it is believed that eventually
Hlmachal Pradesh will be another Kashmir for tourism.

Their two greatest problems are power and irrigation. Out
of 13,000 villages, only 4000 have been electrified. They-also
have a shortage of specially trained people such as teachers,
doctors and engineers.

Who wlll go to this State ‘to preach the gospel of Christ?
Bible correspondence courses have been going in, as well as
this magazine and other literature, but these are not enough.
Someone needs to go there to live with the people, work with
them, preach to them, and thus plant the cause of Christ.
Athough we cannot send you and we know of no one who can,
perhaps you can and will go anyway. If you can, we pray you
will. :

The leﬁculty In Convertmg Those
- With Rehglous Employment

Sometimes brethren will go out to preach and teach God’s
word and in doing so they may come in contact with those in
religious employment. These  individuals are usually nurses,
doctors, and various staff members of ‘a *“Christian” hospital.
Others are preachers, teachers, and directors, etc., of various
denominational churches, schools, and projects. At the beginn-
ing, these individuals are very friendly and express a great deal
of interest in what is being taught. But when. they discover
that these visiting brethren are not denominational and that
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they are preaching truth from the Bible that will challenge
their own religious beliefs and will challenge them to leave
their present churches and likewise their jobs, then they begin
to withdraw, are less friendly, and in the end completely reject
that which they have been taught. This greatly disturbs the
visiting brethren and they wonder what is wrong. They ask
themselves if perhaps they have the wrong attitude, or if they
should change their approach.

+ . None of this, however, puzzles - me. The problem is as plain-
as day. It is the fact that all of these people have jobs with
religious bodies and organizations. Therefore someone comes
in teaching things in general that they can accept and at the
same time remain where they are then that is fine. But when
something is taught that would require them to leave their jobs
then even if it is the truth, they must reject it and they must
also reject the ones teaching it, that they may keép their jobs,
or as students to keep their scholarships. ‘Such people are not
always honest and sincere since they will put their salaries be-
fore everything else.

1 have been working in this part of the world for many
years and I have found that there are only two types of people
that will leave their religious jobs. First, there are those who
will leave if you have a similar job to offer them. This would
not indicate though that they have been converted to the
truth but only that they have decided to change jobs and
surely this should never be the basis for a change. Second, if
there are those who are really convinced of the truth that they
have heard, and they are honest and sincere with themselves
and with God, then they will change. This is the way it should
be, but I am sorry to say that very few will do this. To most
‘people a' job is more important than ‘God, truth, soul, or. any-
thing else. A

- Considering the foregoing §tatements, it is not surprising
that brethren dealing with people with religious jobs get such
poor results. As-a matter of fact, it is almost "a waste of time
to bother with them. It would be better to work w1th those
who have not sold theu: souls. : - :
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If you are reading this, and you are working for *a religidus
group, let me ask you; .Are you working for this ‘organization
because you really believe it represents'the tfuth or becduse- it s
a living for you ? " If you really believe in ‘what you are doing,
then if-you-are taught the truth, you -will aceept the tfuth bet
cause it'is truth. If'you are.-working at -thisti job-"becanse it
brings you a salary each month then no’ amount of tfuth cou'ld
ever change you. R R T

My friend, if you are ‘only ‘a hireling then 1 have o time
for you and T ‘certainly don’t’ have a job" for- you I would
say that in such a‘¢ase you are getting everythmg out of your
réligion that you will ever get, ‘and -that “is ‘a salary.:  How sad
it is-to know that you are lost 'and that even if you are éver
taught the truth you will be content to remain lost in order to
guarantee the continuation of your salary. If.-you could ever
learn what is-important in life-then you would put the.. truth of

_:God before everything else in- this world “even if ' you had to
-starve'to do'it. I am prayifig for: the “day "that there will be
some of this kind of people to be found in India and-when that
day comes it will be a great day indeed. There,. 89 doubt, are
-$ome;already and I would very much like to have the honor to
meet them. We need many meore. -,

:\P ’
Chrlst s sentence Upon the Lost
: - Mark H, Nanley
In Matt, 25:41 we find this sertence from the hps of Jesus
that shall be delivered: to the lost .on the day . of judgement,
* “Depatt from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for
the devil and his angels.”. Ia many plades the Bible speaks-of
the second coming of Jesus Christ and about the day:df judge-
‘ment that shall take place at that time. , We..have many warn-
ings tq cause us to prepare- ourse,lves for.. that time so that we
‘will not be: among-the-lost,;. And so we must beinterested
4n this vitalguestion:.what must.I do:to be ameng-the saved ?
For the sake of clarity, we can’ summerize ~the-Lord’s plan
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of salvation into 6 steps : FIRST—We must hear the Gospel of
.Christ for the Word of God is . the seed of the Kingdom that
will produce faith within-us-in the - Lord, His Werd, and His
ways (Rom. 10:17 and Luke 8&:11). SECONDLY--we must
believe with all of our heart’ “that’ Jesus Chrlst is the Son of
God'and that faith must be based upon the teachings of the
Bible (John 3:16 and John 1:12). THIRDLY--we must repent
of every sin that we have committed (turn away from sin; Lk.
13: 3 and Acts 17:30. 31). " FOURTHLY--we must be baptized
1n the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spmt for ‘the
purpose of: gettlng into Christ, being added to the church, and

javing our sins washed away by Christ’s blood (Matt 28:18-20
and Gal.3:26-27, & Acts 2:4, 47 and'Acts 2:38 and Acts 22'16)
Upon completing these 5 steps we know that we are Christiars

and that our ‘past sins have been washed away by Christ’s
hlood because that is thie promise that God has given to us.
Then SIXTHLY--As a Christian we must walk in the ways and.
patterns and commandments of God as they come to us
through the New Testament if we want to continue to enjoy
the promise of heayen because the Blble teaches that a Chrlst-
lan can be_ lost (Lk 9:62 and Heb. 2:1 and Rev 3 14-18 and II
pet 2:20-22 and Rom. 11:2]1-22 and Matt 13 3-9 18—23 and II
Tim. 4:10). So if we refuse to obey God to ‘become a Chris-
.tian, or, if we fall away from the Lord and do not serve Hun
f 1thfu11y, here is Christ’s sentence : .

™

!

- DEPART FROM ME. - This tells us that those - that “are
-lost will be banished from the. presence of -God and that they
-,Will ‘be eternally separated-from ‘Christ. "In Isaiah 59:2 we-read,
“But your iniquities have separated between you and your God
an your sins have hid His face from you, that He will not
“hear,” What a terrible thought. To be separated from and for-
saken by God . :

\ YE CURSED. The reason that the lost are cursed is that
li e guilt of their sin is upon them.~ And‘ the weight and ‘guilt
our sin is a terribly heavy burden. " Think of what it would
be like to find ourselves cast into hell- knowing that our Sins,

|
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""out' own free will, has::seit us - there: . We'll -not - bé able “to
‘walk the.streets of gold and to-enjoy the beauty and peace and
test that heaven holds for God’s faithful, N

INTO EVERLASTING FIRE. Th’fnk of what it means to
hve in a lake of fire and brimstone for ever and’ ever with- no
end of escape to the pain and suffering. Some people would
hke to rationalize that God would not really prepare such a
place of pumshment But shall we believe men or shall we
beheve what God says. In Il Thes. 1:7-9 we ﬂnd these words
;concerning this matter, “And to’ .you who are troubled rest

(with us, _when the Lord Jesus _shall be revealed “from heaven
with His, mxghty angels, in ﬂammg fire takmg vengence on
'them that know not God, and that obey not the Gospel of our
MLord Jesus Chnst ‘who shall be pumshed with evetlastmg des-

_tructlon from presence of the Lord and from the glory of Hls
.power.”’

PREPARED FOR THE DEVIL AND HIS ANGELS The
“Lérd did ot prepare Hell for men -and women It was pre-
pared for the devil and his “angels, And it is ‘not the Lord’s
desxfes that anyone should ‘go to this place of torment “That is
'why the Lord God made the way of salvatlon possible through
“Jesus Christ. But when " we ‘réject “the ‘means of salvation, we
“send ourselves into hell. " Jesus said in John' 12:48, “He that
rejecteth Me, and receiveth not My words, hath one that jud-
-geth bim: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge
-him. in the last day.” when ‘we reject Christ and H:s Gospel. we
Lreject our only means.of salvaqon and we therefore condemn

‘,ourselves :

I hope and’ pray that you will not be among the lost on the
“day of Judgement ‘But if you are:to be among thé’ Saved yOu
must faithfully obey the Lord in His WAY nofin man’s Way.
-We urge you then to worship God with. the CHURCH- OF
. (;HRIST where the Bible is taught respected a,nd acgepted as
the only rehglous .authority, so. that you xmght learn more of

. God’s ways and. worshlp and Serve, Hnn acceptably;
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Entering The Bodng.

Jess Willis

drugs enter their body by “popping } ;
needle and some suck on a “joint.” Y‘o‘u*may cotr”dﬁ""tﬁ"t
the.age far the highest - accident : rate is. 21" toy 23..and while
thinking of all’ bodies that are taken {0 the morgue1because of
‘accidents you could remetber: that. 75% - of sall -accidents are
caused: by idrinking- drivérs:: "One does’ mét.have to think t00
deeply to realize that too many that are 21 tg 23:years: of age

,3re letting - too much ::alcohol* enter. their hodles ‘before they
rive.

Now, lets change our thmkmg from mdxvldual human body
: ,,to that subhme body of Chnst that con51sts of every Chnstxan
“Christ does have a body today and it is made up by every
saved _person. He died on the cross and “purchased lt w1th his
own blood” (Acts, 20 28) “Chnst also 1OVed ‘ the church and
gave himself for lt”(Eph 5: 25) Smce Chnst'T d'th
whlch 18 his body so much that he gave hxmself for 1t buymg 1t
'w1th his own blood how can we say, ‘Chnst yes the’ church no.’
"We plead for all who love "Jesus to obey Hlm and ‘énter His
'body ‘the church. Paul said if like! thls, “He"(Jesus) 1§ the head
of the body, the church” (Col 1 18) and““Chnst fs thé head of
‘the church and he gs the sav;our of the body” (th 5 23).

thing. Also, xf you want Chnst to be your head an‘d saviour
then you must enter and be a part of His body, the ghurch.

How does one: enter’ thé bﬁood-bought body of Christ? After
‘one has heard the message of God (Lk 8: 18), beheVed that Jesus
is the Christ (John 3:18), repented f. his , sms (Lk 13 5), and

- confessed Jesus beforg men . (Rom., 10: :9-10) he j ;s readfy tq. born
~anéw into-the body of Christ by baptlsm for the forgWeness of
his sins (Jni. 3:5; Gal'3:26-27; Acls 238). |

7
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| “Wm A Prize! Bible Quiz, No. 17

~ ‘Send in all cofrect answers with references, Whenever asked
for, and win a book that will be of immense value to you.

INSTRUCTION :
L Your answers must reach ns within 15 days of your

receiving the magazine.

2. Do not tear out the quiz from your magazme Nexther

should you send us the magazine back. Use separate

papers.

_ Keep a copy of your answer to enable you to compare

them with the given answers in the next issue.

. All entries must enclose 20p. in postage whit:ﬁ will cover

part of the postage required to send’ ‘you your re-
ward. This will not be refundable even 1f your answers
are incorrect; asthe postage you have forfelted will help
send the award to the winners.

Use ng James Version (Authonzed) Bible.

. Follow the above instructions carefully and send your

answers to the Quizmaster, P. O. Box 3815
- New Delhi-110049. -

QUIZ No. 17:

L1

2
-3

v .\A:4.

Who said: “Cast thy bread on the waters”? .
Who was the first man recorded as falling asleep in
church? “Give the reference. -

What does Acts 2:38 mean?

.. How does Acts 2:38 harmonise- with Mark 16:16?-

. Use more references if you need to. - Blend these verses

5.

together and show. what one must do to be saved.
Do you:now know the purpose of baptism?

ANSWERS TO QUIZ No. 16:

1.

Daniel 3:8-30. 2. No. 3. John, John 19:26. 4. Malachl
3:10. 5.- Governor Matthew 27:2. ‘
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QUESTION : A reader in New Delhi writes: ‘“Dear Rev.
Choate, 1 wish to thank you for The Bible Teacher which you
post me regularly. -I must admit that I have been spiritually
warmed by the contents of this noble tract although-a few of
your declarations were not in consonance with my views. But
when I went throngh the Bible Teacher (Vol 5 No 1), I was
surprised to find' an evasive statement concerning the Lord.
Jesus Christ. On page 6 of the book, in the second paragraph,
it is written: o ' A

bible ionsand
answers

© “...But above all, he is the Son of God. Jesus is.the Son of
‘God, in the sense he was conceived by a virgin named
Mary by the power ‘of God and Holy Spirit, and not
by the will of man.’

Well, I must say that the above statement is not correct Jesus
is not the Son of God because of his immaculate birth.of Mary-
but because he came of God the Almighty, as He is God of
God, begotten and not created. He is Son of God co-eternal
with God, the Father; He is the ‘beloved’ Son of the Father,
one of whose attributes is LOVE and without the beloved, love
cannot be complete. The word of God is full of reference about
our Lord Christ even from the beginning. I would request
that such subjects be dealt with seriously as we are living in an
-age which is overwhelmed with the guiles of the Devil and non-
believers are apt to mxsrepresent our faith to the detriment of
the propagation of the trie gospel. I am sorry for havmg ‘point-

ed out the incident; kmdly excuse me.’

ANSWER: Although this letter has to do wnh an article
written by the Associate Editor, Bro Sunny David, since it is
directed to me I will answer it. '

We appreciate having this letter.from-our fnend éven though'
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he did not agree with the article that he wsote ahout. We don’t
expect everyone to agree with all that we say and we.welcome
questions and comments. This helps us t6 hélp you,thereader.

First of all, I would like to remind this gentlémidn that I do
not wear the title Bf reverend. - As,Peter - said, when Cornelius
bowed before him, ““Stand up; I myself also 4 a man.” (Acts
10: 26) The word reverend is used only oicé in the senptures,
and is descriptive of God, not of man. (Psalm 111:9).:

;+F'have’gone ‘back and re-read Bro: David’s statement several
tlmes and I am, unable .to find in i, orin the context, any
indication whatsoever that some unscrlptural idea is being” éx-
preSSed. “To “the tontrary, he" shows emphatically thatTesus
surely is the Christ the Son of God . and - that: evén -though- he:
was; born.into..this .world that .it:was through a miragulous,
birth,, Whlch is only.an additional px:oof of his. dlvrmfy Futther-
mOre, I'do’nt see how the Devil, non-beliévers, or anyone “élse
who “opposes  God and his:Son eould-find any coinfort in what
has:-been. said.. .I fail. to; see how the statement. could be
mlsieadlng Therefore, I want to re-affirm it mstead of correct-'
tlng it.

The reader might hayve: concluded that the author:was saym g
that Jesus did ot exist- before his birth, but that is pot the
case. Jesus has éxisted from the Béginning. * He ‘was with 'God
whien all things were created. *(Genesis-1:1;26;27). - As-a matter
of fact, the scriptures say that by him.all things. were created
and thhout him nothing was created. (Colossrans 1:16; John
1:11-3). On the ‘other hand, -the ‘writer was saying that Jesus
was called the son of man because ‘he was born of the flesh. but
he was called the Son of God because God was his Father. o

If our friend would like to further clarify, his position wc
would be happy to heat from him. We do not want to mis-
represent him or anyone élse but- rather we beheve the truth
and want to teach the:truth only..

‘The Lord Of Heaven And Earth

'K Matthew

The word Jehovah is. very ho]y and pronounced reverently
by ‘the Israelites.. Many people today claim that all the work
is come out of nothing. “But the Bible,~the word of “God," says
that Jehovah ‘God created every: thing:: Even'science itself proves:
the Bible is not just a story. .but is based.on facts. . Who is God,
and how did he come into existance? These are some normal
questions: for:many people. . First of all; we' should knowswhat-
sort- of things come out, of nothing.  All things are made by
some kind of design. Suppose you need a house. What will
you do? You will design it in yousuind, collect:all materials
nesded, and buildit,,. Finally,the house. in, your mind comes
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out.. You:cannot have a house without a designer.._This is.
very plain, even {0 a child. It is easy to understand that there
is a designer behjid all thing: nature, sun, moon, Mman, animal;
and- all other things.. All things are created by the God of
heaven and working according to his pattern. R

- God controls all things. He is omnipotent (all powerful),
omnicient (all knowing), and omnipresent -(present everywhere);
You cannot hide anything from him. _All things are naked be-
fore him. “Usyilly when we are not doing the right thing wé
don’t want anybody to know about it. . But the Lord-of heaven.
sees and knows’all things. He is powerfull. If we read _the
history of the ‘Istaelites we know how God puided them for
such a Jong time.- We know too how he destroyed their enemies .
Man is nothing before the presence of God. ~ . )

' God shows no partiality.” He is not a respector of persons.
Today human njtiire is mingled-with corruption. - We are read--
ing every_day ip}he news how there is no justice because man
himself cannot find it. So he is doing injustice to his fellowmen;
and'so'on. But think about God’s love, He even gave His only.
begotten Son to die for the unrighteous like you and me.

We need to thih_k more seriously about these things. This
powerful God h¥s ‘appointed a day and on that day this
Just God- will judge each one according to his .deeds.- So what
should we do now? Jesus says, “I am the way, the truth and
life It is'very clear that there is no other way but Christ.. ' He
is-now near to you. Listen to his words which are written in.
the Book, the Bible, and obey his blessed commandments. Then
we can stand before the righteous judge our Lord. = .= = -
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Church of Christ
508/32 Balda Road
Lucknow (U.P.)

-Church of Christ
Box 6543
Cumbala Hill
Bombay-26

Church of Christ
‘Pathanapuram P. O.
Quilon (DT.)

Kerala State

Church of Christ
Churachandpur
Manipur

Church of Christ
GNT Road

Pozhal, Madras-600066

Church of Christ
953 Kalasiguda, Bolarum
Secundetabad 500010, A.P.
Hyderabad
Church of Christ

~H. No. 1-9-312/5/2

" Vidyanagar

- Hyderabad 500044, A.P.
Church of Christ
88 Gadwal House
Nampally
Hyderabad 500001, A.P.
Church of Christ
Opp.. District Courts
Kannavarithota
Guntur 4, A.P.

church
_ddirectory

Church of Christ

37 M.S.O. Colony

Bansawadi Road
Bangalore-33

Church of Christ
9, Erran St.
Pursawalkam
Madras-7

Church of Christ
35, Lock Street
Kottur,
Madras-600085
Church of Christ
Nongrim Hills
Shillong

Church of Christ
Ketti, P.O. Nilgiris
Tamil Nadu )
Church of Christ
No: ‘50-753-177
Gooty Road
Kurnool-2 (A.P.)
Church of Christ
Pool Bagh Road
Vizianagaram-2,
Church of Christ
Vattapadam
Palankara -P. O.
Nilambur

Kerala State
Church of Christ
G. Kondur (P.0O.)
Via Kondapalli
Krishna District, A.P.

These are but a few of the addresses of the churches of
Christ located in India. Contact the one nearest you for
information about worship services, Bible Correspondence

Courses, and tracts, etc.
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