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Bible Classes

In all of the time that I have spent in India I have seen
very few Bible classes conducted and most of them were not
very effective. This has been primarily due to the fact that
for some reason it seems that most members of the church are
not conscious of the need for Blble classes The main empha-
sis is placed on preachmg Therefore, there may be no effort
whatsoever put forth to meet early enough to have various
classes according to age groups and therefore to meet the
needs of those who attend. Instead, the meetlng is conducted
in -an haphazard way with the service beginning whenever
there are enough present to begm to sing. After some singing
and prayers, the Lord’s Supper and contribution may be eng-
aged in, and then the sermon is presented. But what has been
Aaccomphshed in the way of really teaching those present ? For
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example, what have the children derived from this ? Not only
them, but what have others learned ? What about the non-
Christian ? As good as the sermon may be, it can do very
litlle if the sermon alone is the only method that is used thro-
ugh which to teach. The sermon rather should come after
classes have been conducted and: should serve to sum up, to
exhort, to persuade, and to encourage those present to act on
that which they have learned and thus to obey God and to be
faithful to him.

Where there are no classes the chil_df.en of the eommunity
are not encouraged to attend. There is little purpose for them
to attend.” No effort is made to encourage them. The tea-
ching is above their level and so even when they do attend
they end up in becoming restless, playing, or going to sleep.
In such cases the parents are not encouraged to bring them
and so {hey may decide to leave them at home. Because there
are no efforts put forth to have ladies classes, or to use the
ladies to teach the children, they often feel left out, unnecess-
ary, and therefore end up havmg no interest and they too
may stay at. home. Even the young people may feel neglected
where there are no classes and it is difficult under these cir-
cumstances to get them interested and especially to keep them
interested. This need not be the case with any of these. A
few classes would change ‘the whole meeting. Of course
classes will not solve every problem by any means but they
will help in many areas if only given an opportunity to do so.

’ Brethren, every congregatlon in India needs to -have Bxble
classes every Sunday morning, Sunday evening, or -whenever
you meet for worship. Plan your meetings. ‘Set your meeting
time and then put forth every effort to be there on time. Use -
the members. Arrange your classes according to the number
you have attending, according to the ficilities that you have
available, according to ‘age groups or according to the'needs
of those coming, and according to ‘the teachers that you have.
Let each teacher and class decide what they will study.” May
be they will study a book of the Bible or some Bible subject.
Perhaps they may want to make a study of Bible characters,
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And. it should be pointed out just here that we have a large
variety of study booklets available and we would be happy to
send you a supply for this purpose. We. have material on
Bible characters, Church history, Bible topics, .Church studies,
False doctrines, etc.

The teacher should not wait until class time before he or
she begins to think about the lesson. Anyone can say some-
thing, but in a Bible class you need to be prepared to say the
tight thing. Therefore, the teacher needs to make adequate
preparation well in advance.- Regardless .of the age group
being taught, or the number in the class, this should hold true.
If this is not done, the teacher can kill the class. But if he -
will do the kind of job that needs to be done he can help his
students to learn and grow in the grace and knowledge of the
Lord. :

Likewise, the students should be given material to study.
If some book in the Bible is being studied, or if a series of -
scriptures are being used, then the student should be assigned
to do some reading and study before coming to class. Involve
the student as much as possible so he can feel that he is deri-
ving some measureable benefit from the class and indeed he
will be helped.

Lecture type classes are usually notas interesting and help-
ful as those where the teacher seeks to draw the members of
the class into a discussion of 'the material being used.  Allow
the miembers to make comments, to ask questions, and so. on.
If they are slow to speak up, then ask questions of various
ones and help them to get involved. T his will mean that they
will not only enjoy the class more but also it will make it pos-
sible for them to learn more. The teacher must remember,
however, that he has the responsibility of keeping control of
his class. If mot handled properly it can end in confusion
and with a great deal of harm being done.

It has been found that most of the real teaching in a cong-
regation is done through Bible classes. This is where the
majority learn the truth. This' is  where their questions are
answered. This is where children are given a Bible foundation
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that stays with them through life. Children and young people-
who attend Bible classes will remember for the rest of their
lives what they were taught dunng their younger years and
this can' have a great impact on their lives. )

Now in those congregations where Bible classes are cond-
ucted Sunday after Sunday on . a regular schedule, and in an
efficient manner, then with this as a background; the remain-
der of the worship service can be conducted in a more spirit-
ual and constructive manner.. For instance, the preachér can
speak to a grOup who has-a better foundation on which he may
build his lesson. They “are ‘better informed in God’s word,
have more interest in the worship, and will be more eager to
hear what he has to say. Therefore, he can be more effective
in his sermon presentation. He can also deal with a variety
of subjects over a period of time rather than to feel that he
must do all of the teaching in one lesson. He can use his

- sermon to cover special and specific questions and needs of the
members, to exhort, to inspire,. to encourage, and to invite
those present who may not be Christians to obey God, to en-
courage the unfaithful Christian to return to the Lord and to
challenge the faithful Christian to go on to render greater ser-
vice to God. -

So'I want to emphaslze again that every congregation of
the Lord’s church in Indla needs to have Bible classes every
first day of the week.’ If you.already have them, then that is
wonderful, -but continually b¢ aware of their importance and
seek ‘means and ways to: better them and to make them more
effective. To those of you that do not have Bible classes then
you need ' to ' realize that you are already way behind in meet-
ing -the needs of the local congregation and you-need to take
immediate steps. to correct this mistake. Start one or more
Bible classes and add to them as you grow.

You may think that such is not necessary, but what about
the secular schools, colleges, and universities ? Don’t they
have classes ? Why ? Because they are in the business of tea-
ching their students and the students are trying to. get an edu-
cation. Listen, we are in the greatest business in all of this
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world and that is the Lord’s business. We are dealing with
souls and we need to use those methods of teaching that will
: get the best results. Those who attend. want to study and learn
or they would not be attending. It would be a shame for us
to fail them and for them to end up. not being taught th:at
which they sought. We therefore have a tremendous responsi-
bility and- a wonderful opportunity in the Bible. class situation
-and may the Lord help us. to take advantage of it, and woe be
unto us if we fail.

_ as.sacmte
//, ™ edztorml

Infant Baptlsm

Baptism is a definite command of Christ. He did not only
teach that people should be baptlzed but he also said that they
should be baptized to_be saved and to have their sins forgiven.
-(Mark 16:16; Acts 2: 38) As long as hxs disciples lived. in the

- world this teaching of Jesus was camed on. faithfully. (Acts
- 8:35—39; Acts 22:16). Before people were baptlzed the gospel
was preached to them and when they beheved they were told
_to.repent of their sins and confess Christ as the Son of God,

“and only when they did so were they baptnzed (Acts 2:38, 41;

Acts 8:37, 38).

As time passed it was predicted by the Apostle Paul, “For
the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine;
but after their own lusts shall they. heap to themselves teachers,

_having itching ears; And they shall tufn away their ears from
the truth,. and shall be turned unto fables”. (2 Timothy
4:3, 4). History reveals that from the beginning of the second
century A.D. many-Christians began to turn away from the -
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original teachings of Jesus Christ as they were written in the
New Testament. For instance, in the first century, and dur-
ing the time of the Apostles, there was no such thing as infant
baptism ever taught. But then in the third century some
Christians began to think that an infant also ' needed the for-
giveness of sins. They maintained that even though an infant
had committed no personal sin but nevertheless he needed for-
giveness of the sins that he had inherited from Adam. And

since the baptism was administered for the remission of sins

. (Acts 2:38), and to be saved from sins (Mark 16:16), they also
began to baptize little children.

The doctrine of original sin alone, however, would not have
made infant baptism acceptable but the doctorine of baptismal
regeneration also played a. vital roll in its acceptance by the
people. This view grew out of the New Testament teaching
on baptism for the remission of sins. But actually it went fur-
ther and included the idea that baptism itself apart from faith,
repentance and confession is sufficient for the remission of sins.
And as a result, this view made baptism as valuable to the
infants as to the adults.

The fact is, however, the both of these doctrines, i.e., the
-doctrine of original sin and the doctrine of baptismal regenera-
tion are completely and absolutely foreign to the Bible. The
Bible teaches that every individual is responsible for his or her
own sins. Neither would the child be counted responsible for
the parent’s sins nor the parents would bear the iniquity of
children. (See Ezekiel 18:20). To show that little children
are pure and without sin, Christ taught his disciples that unless
they become like a little child in spirit, they could not enter
into the kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 18:3). And in Matthew
19:14, speaking about little children, he said again, “For of
such is the kingdom of heaven”. Needless to say, no sinners
will be allowed to enter into the kingdom of heaven and only
the saved will be in heaven. Now baptism is for the remission
of sins (Acts 2:38), and since little children are without sin,
therefore they do not need to be baptized.

Again, baptism is an act of faith. It‘is taken for the re-
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‘mission of sins. But it cannot be for the remission of sins if it
is not preceded by faith in Christ, repentance of sins, and con-
fession of Christ. As “already noticed, according to the doct-
rine of baptismal regeneration, baptism alone, apart from faith,
repentance, and confession, saves. But when Chrlst gave the
great commission to the disciples, he said, “Go ye therefore,
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Ghost”. (Matthew
28:19): Note; they were to teach people first and he said those
who taught them were to baptize fhem. An infant, however,
cannot be taught the gospel and therefore he cannot be bapti-
zed. And again, hesaid, “‘He that believeth and is baptized
.shall be saved; but he that ‘believeth not shall be damned”.
-(Mark 16:16). Notlce, one should ‘believe before he can be
baptized. And again, an infant cannot believe in ~Christ and
his gospel. Therefore, we conclude that a little child cannot

be scripturally baptlzgd

In the time of the Apostles, when people asked what they
should do to be saved, they were told to “Repent, and be bap-
tized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and ye shall’ receive the gift of the Holy:
Ghost”. (Acts 2:38). So one must not only believe in Christ
but he must also repent of his or her sins before baptism.
Now again, a little child cannot repent, of his sins (In fact, he
has no sin to begin with). Therefore, we conclude that an
infant is not the subject of Biblical baptism. Finally, in the
book of Acts chapter 8 we are introduced to “‘...a man of
‘Bthiopia, an eunuch of great authority under Candace queen
of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and
‘had come to Jerusalem for to worship, was returning, and sitt-
ing in his chariot read Esaias the prophet. Then the spirit said
unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot. And
Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet
Esaias, and said, Understandest thou what thou readest ? And
he said, How Can I, except some man should guide me ? And
he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him. The -
place of the scripture which he read was this, he was led as a
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sheep to the slaughter; efn'_d like a lamb dumb before his shea-
rer, so opended he not his mouth : In his humiliation his
judgment was taken away; and who shall declare his genera-
»_tipﬁ,? for his life is taken from the earth. And the eunuch
answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the
prophet this ? of himself, or of some other man? Theén
Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and
preached unto him Jesus. And as they went on their way, they
came unto a certain water : and the eunuch said, See, here is
‘water; what doth hinder me to be baptized ? 'And Philip said,
if thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he
answered ‘and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son ‘of
God. And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they
went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch;
and he baptized him™’. (Acts 8:27—38). Here again it should
be noticed that he was required to make the confession before
he was baptized. So, not only faith and repentance are neces-
sary before baptism, but confession of Christ by mouth is also
equally important. (Romans 10:10). However, an infant ‘can- -
not make this confession, and therefore, we once again' safely
conclude that a little child cannot be ‘baptized scripturally. -

The plain truth is that baptism is for the people who are
old enough to believe in Christ, repent of their sins, and con-
fess Christ as the Somof God. Now, if you were baptized as
an infant then you should know that you were never baptized

-as the ‘Bible teaches.  You are therefore still in your sins, ,you
need to be saved, and you need to prepare yourself before the
Lord comes again to judge all people according to his word.
Friend, do not hesitate or feel ashamed. Get ready and be bap-
tized scripturally for the remission of your sins. -Remember,
in this matter if you need our help, please let us know and we
shall be happy to assist you in your sincere obedience to the
Lord’s command.
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Christian Giving
No. 2

" Vipul Rai

How to give and how not to give. Christ’s law doe ¢
not tell us how much to give, but it teaches us fow to give. -

1. Sacrifice. The Oxford Dictionary defines ‘sacrifice’ as
“to give up something for the sake of a higher cause”. The
Simplified Dictionary defines the same word as “to suffer loss
to help another”. Re-read these two definitions and then ask
yourself the question, ‘Do I sacrifice when I give to the Lord 7’

King David in II Samuel 24, was given offerings that he
may offer them to the Lotd, but he wanted to buy these offer-
ings. This is what he said, “No, but I will buy it of you for a
price; I will not offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God
which cost me nothing” (Il Sam. 24:24). To sacrifice, means
topay a price or to suffer loss; Do we sacrifice so as to give
more ? Ordo we give to the Lord that which costs us
nothing ? '

Abraham was willing to sacrifice his only son, Isaac. God
has not demanded this of us. He does not ask us to sacrifice
our son. But He asks us to sacrifice our money !

God was willing to give his only begotten Son, Jesus Christ
for us (Jno. 3:16). He did not give one of His many sons. He
had only one son, and was willing to sacrifice him. What
about us ? If we have several ten Rupee nofes in our pocket
and we give just one ten Rupee note to the Lord, are we giving
as God gave us ? But if we have only one ten Rupee note and
we give that to the Lord, then we can truly say that we have
sacrificed. )

Do you realise what Christ has done for you ? He died for
you. He bore the punishment that you deserved. In the be-
ginning Christ was equal with God but then he will be subject
to God (I Cor. 15:28). Christ paid an eternal price to redeem
you. Have you ever thought of this ? Christ has given you
“eternal life, May I ask, ‘What are:you giving him ?’
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We need to be grateful for God’s uncountable blessings.
He has given us homes, sunshine, food, water, loved ones and
so many other things. Those under the Old Testament law
were commanded to give tithes of all they had. We are not
commanded to give tithes -of all we have. But should we not
at least give one tenth of our income ? Why not give more ?
Why not give twenty per cent ? Why not glve even more than
that ?

Let me try to illustrate sacrifice in a practical way. One man
earns one-thousand Rupees a week and he gives ten Rupees
to the Lord. Another man earns ‘seventy-five Rupees. a week
but he gives five Rupees to the Lord. Now who is sacrificing?
-The one who gives five Rupees is giving /ess than the other,
yet it is a sacrifice. The other who gives ten Rupees is glvmg
more, but it is not a sacrifice.

Reasons For M.ari'tal.FailuIe 2)

(1) WE ARE TOLD THAT MANY MARRIAGES FAIL
BECAUSE PEOPLE GET MARRIED FOR THE WRONG
REASON—

Unless people get married for the right reason, there are
going to be some problems to overcome. What then are some
examples of wrong reasons for marriage ? Some people get -
married to whoever comes along so that they can escape their
own unpleasant home situation. If parents are not loving and

- understanding and are harsh and make life miserable for the
children, which happens sometimes although most parents
today are not strict enough (at least this is true in the U. 8.),
a young persdn may up and marry most anyone that comes
along not because of love but because of wanting to get away

~ from home. This kind of marriage obviously is going to have
some problems. '

Other people get married as a result of physical attraction,

and this is usually the case in those marriages where the
couple has only known each other for a short time. They fall
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madly in love with each other . almost at first sight—they think.
But there isn’t really any such thing as love at first sight, Love
is something that is learned and cultivated. Now there is such
a thing as infatuation at first sight which is based upon phy-
sical attraction, and upon this many people get married. But
before long they learn that although physical attraction was
enough to get them married, it is not enough to keep them
mar;i_ed. that there is going to have to be more then thatin’
their marrige.

Still others get married because of pregnancy, and such
marriages have many, many obstacles to overcome. And I am
not saying that when pregnancy occurs that the couple should
not get married. If they marry anyone, it seems that they ought
to marry the one that they have been sexually -involved with.
If.people are old enough to commit sin, they are.old enough
to aceept the responsibility for their actions such as the
support and 'raising of the child they have conceived. But

this kind of marriage is going to have problems to be dealt
with. - , .

Now, many tim’eS people that get married for these three‘ re-
asons’ end up getting divorces BUT NOT ALWAYS. Those
- folks who are willing to give and to take, to work at it, to let
the Lord guide them, can make their honie into the beautiful
refuge-and haven of love and happiness: that God intended,
but it takes work. Whether itis ‘the actual reason that masri-
age is entered into or not, love must become the basis of the
home if it is to last and to be what God expects. And if you

want to know what true love is, read I Cor., 13—because
there God tells us. :

(2) WE ARE TOLD THAT OTHER MARRIAGES FAIL

BECAUSE THEY ARE ENTERED INTO UNREALISTI-
CALLY—

A great many people enter into marnage with the Holly-
wood illusion of life and love i in mind. The mass media have
given the impression that loveis a mysterious encounter be-
tween two souls that are déstined for each other and that loves,
arrival and departure are quite beyond ' the control of human
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‘beings. Two people therefore may marry supposing that they
were meant for each other from the beginning of time, that
it’s just fate, and that they will live happily ever afterin a state
of ecstacy. But before long they find out how unreal that
conception really is. Marriage is an adult relationship with
many responsibilities that people are not prepared for when
they enter into marriage unredlistically. God has placed re-
sponsibilities on both the husband and the wife, and each
must recognize and each must carry out their God given re-
sponsibilities in the home.

‘Others get married with the unrealistic view that their ‘mate
is perfact. The fellow looks on his new bride as an angel, and
the gal looks upon her néw husband as being perfection on
feet. But before long they learn that both are human, and both
make mistakes, and both have weaknesses. We need to be
realistic in marriage. There are responsibilities, and our
‘mate is mot perfect. And we must recognize that happiness
is something that we obtain by working at it. It’snotan
accident. But on the other hand, some people enter into
marriage expecting to be a failure which is likewise just as
unrealistic as expecting too much is. These are the people
who think, “If it works out-fine. If it doesn’t work out--
we’ll get a divorce and try again.” And consequenently
‘they do not work at their marriage like they should, and
therefore they do mnot enjoy the-love and happiness and
success that God: intended. So we need to be realistic in
marriage. '

(3) WE ARE TOLD THAT SOME MARRIAGES FAIL
BECAUSE OF IMMATURITY—

* Godset forth His will at the very beginning of Genesis
in Ch. 2, and Jesus repeated it in Matt. 19. When a couple get
married, they are to leave and to cleave. They are to leave
their parents, and they are to cleave to each other. When
gepple get married, they assume the responsibility to make
their own decisions, to work out their own problems together
and NOT to run home to Dad and Mom or to have Dad and
Mom to make their decisions for them. If people are not ma-
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ture enough to leave and. cleave, to make it together, then
they are not mature. enough tq: get marned Far too many
times marriages. break. up or, have problems because elther the,
husband or the wife or.both involve .toQ, many outstders 1n'
thexr ~marriage. And the best thing that parents can do is to
s]am the’ door in the face 'of a'child ‘that comes running back
home after they ve gotten matried to' let them know-that they

~now have 2 responmbfhty to. tﬁelr own mdependent famlly

Pargnts must: ,completely push chlldren out of the nest, they
must be sure that they do not seccumb to the temptation to be
a meddler in the home of their children. God’s plan is very
clear, and it works a lot better than ignoring it does, ““For. this
cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to
his wife: and they twain sha]l be one flesh,” Now—that doesn’t
mean that chxldren cannot visit parents because they should;
that doesn’t mean that they can’t ask for advice because they
need advice sometimes; but it does mean that there is a very
real seperation that must take place Wwhen it comes to de-
pendence, decision making, -allegiance, etc. Those that get
married need to be mature enough to assume the tole and
responsibilities that marriage demands. :

In our third article on this subject, we will go into some

other reasons for mamage failure in the light of God’s
Word.

The Good Samarltan Revmted

: John Hudson Tiner .

The story of the'Good Samaritan' is one of the classic stor-
ies of all time, and it has been retold in all kinds of ways, from
children’s stories to serious books. Recently, “at Princetdn
University, Dr. John M. Darley and Dr,. C. Danie] Batson,
both psychologists,. set up,a, modem day S,amantan story as
anegperiment. .. ... .. e oan .

In their experiment they used students who were studying
to become ministers. The- students did not know they were
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part of an experiment. Each student was instructed -to prepare
a short talk on a specific subject. Some were to talk about
why he had been called to serve God;  Others were to prepare
comments on the parable of the “Good Samaritan.”

The students were also told that they were to have their
talks taped at a recording studio on ‘campus. Before leaving
for the studio, the students were divided into three groups.
- The first group was told they would probably be late, so they
should hurry. The second group was told they were expected
right away. Members of the third group were told that time
was not a consideration; they could walk to the recording
studio at their leisure whenever they finished preparmg their
material. - g

Meanwhxle, as the students walked across the campus to-
ward the studio, they saw a groaning, caughing “victim”
slumped in a doorway. This was what the experiment was all
about. Would the students stop ?

Sixty percent of the students: kept right on walkmg ! This
included those about to speak on the parable of the Good
Samaritan. Most of the - passersby belonged to the two groups
who were in a hurry. In fact, only one student in the first
group stopped. The group in the least hurry contained the
largest percentage of Good Samaritans.

Actually, the use of the word ““Good “’before Samaritan is
‘not used in the parable as Jesus tells it, and the actual force
of the parable is diluted because of the use of “Good.” Today,
a Good Samaritan is a person who gratuitously gives help to
someone in distress. But this was not the case in the time of
Christ. For, in fact, to the Jews, Samaritans were not good,
They were hated and despised. They were contemptible here-
tics with whom no good Jew would have anything to do.

The enmity came about after the.Jews returned from
Babylonian captivity. At first the Samaritans were a break-
away group of Jews of the Northern Kingdom. They offered
to help rebuild the temple and the wall of Jerusalem, but were
refused. (Read Ezra 4:1-6). Angered by this rebuff, the
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enmity contmued to develop, for in the New Testament times
Jews would joutney from Galilee to Jerusalem by way of
Peraea instead of going ‘through- Samarla, simply in order to
avoid any contact with the hated Samarltans

In New Testament times, Samaria referred to the mlddle
of three provinces west of Jordan, the others being Galilee to
the north and Judaea to the south. The zeligious division_ be-
tween Jews and Samaritans still remains’ even today. - .

When this is understood, Jesus story - of the Good Sam—
aritan in Luke 10:25ff béconies - even more .meaningful. The
parable was an answer to & question: whlch a student of‘the
law of Moses put to Jesus: ‘Teacher, what does a man: need to
do to live forever in heaven i

As He did upon many other occasions, Jesus answerd the
question with a. questxon «“What does Moses’ law say about
it

The lawyer’s answer ended wnha parap‘hrase of Leviticus
19:18 which includes the statement:.........* but you shall love
your neighbor as yourself.........” The ]awyer then asks who
is his neighbor. Jesus rephed w:th the well-known parable
At the end, the Jewxsh lawyer is' forced to admit that the
Samaritan was the neighbor, because the Samantan had
showed kindness. : '

Jesus knew of the Samaritans because He had brought His
message to them firsthand. In John 4:4 and following, Jesus
stopped at a well in Samaria. A woman marvels that He would
speak to her. But Jesus did speak with her, and she brought
the men of the city to hear Him. At length the men of the
Samaritan city said. Now we » ‘believe...... and know that this
is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world.”

All men are equal in the sight - of God. And this is the
main point behind the parable- of the Good Samaritan. No
‘one should be-excluded from ‘hearing the: .gospel on the basis
of his birth, breeding, or position on earth. The story of the
Good Samaritan teaches ~the Jlesson that every person isa
neighbor, even a member of a hated race.

'
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Finally, the storyis an . example of the power of Jesus’
teaching. With a single parable He erased.centuries of evil
connotation from the word “Samaritan.” Untll then the word

was a term of abuse, after the parable it became forever linked
with the word “Good "
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QUESTION :

A letter comes from a fnend in Andhra Pradesh “We are ina
discussion about the place of a woman in the church. If a wo-
man ¢an sing, Wwhy is it that she i is not allowed to speak like
man in the congregation P

ANSWER :

We are happy to: have this letter and th1s question.. It isa
timely- question since much emiphasis is being- placed on a-wo-
man’s role in various fields. In politics, women are beginning
to fill more and more important positions around the world.
In the different professions, they are moving into areas that
have been traditionally dominated by men. Even in relig\ion, the
orgainzations and churches are beginning to accept them into
their leadership, Is all of thls good ? Is it accordmg to-God’s
will ? -

Certainly women have thféir rights as well as men. they are
to be respected, properly treated, and recognized for their great
worth. But if woman is to be given the respect that
she deserves then she must realize that she has a God given
place and she Must Stay in her Place. The same applies to
man. When she steps outside the boundry line that God has’
drawn then she is out of place and therefore she will end up
in only harming herself 'and women in general. Again, the
same is likewise true with man.
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For example, God made woman for a:purpose. She is to be
man’s companion, his wife, mother of his children, and kee-
per of the home. It is for man to be the head of the wife, head
of the home, and itisup to him to give leadership to his
family and to go out atid to make a living for them. It is the
wife’s place to care for the home, take .care of the childern,
and to do her part in training. them. ‘God knew thatina
family situation that it would not be good for both the Father
and Mother to be out working, and thereby to leave the child-
ren with no one to see after them, and so he has designated
the stronger of the two to make the living and for the weaker
of the two to stay at home. So under normal conditions the
wife does not, and should not, work. Of course there are
exceptions. The husband may be dead or may be sick and un-
able to work. There may be other exceptions, but ordinarily
the woman should be at home . caring for her children. This is
not to belittle her as a woman -or to render her as a slave or
anything of the sort. Rather, itisa very important position.
It has been said that the hands that cares for the children rules
the world. -

" When it comes to ‘religious ‘matters, the Lord very clearly
shows that it is the man that is to take the gospel to the world.
It is man that is to do the preaching “and to give leadership to
the church, Christ chose twelve Apostles. Nome of these were
woman. In all of the examples of publie ‘preaching found in
the New Testament, not on¢ time do you find a woman serv-
ing as a preacher. When the sevéen were-chosen in Adts-6 you
will note again that they wére dll men. Th I Timothy 3 and
Titus 1 when Paul gave quahﬁcatlons for the -elders of the
church, it is not difficult to see that he'considers men and men
only for this office. The same thing is true for the office of
deacons. Some qualifications are also laid . down* for the wxves

but never as elders and deacons.

Does this mean that a woman is not important in ‘the church?
Certainly not, but it -does show that that once More that.the
Lord has recognized that some-one must give leadership to his
cause & he has not chosen to have men and women to compete
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for the job. His wisdom is seen in that he has given both some-
thing to do. For the man, he has givén him the responsibility
of giving leadership to the church and that includes all of the
public preaching. For the woman, he has given her the job
of helping and encouraging her husband and of teaching the
children and likewise of teaching the young women. She is
also to- involve herself in good works and to set a good example
for all by her godly living.

" While women may participate in the B‘ﬁ‘biic singing, she can
do this only as a member of the'congregation. (Ephesians 5:19;
Colossians 3:16). She is not, however, authorized to: publicly
lead the singing or to sing a solo. Neither is she permitted to -
pubhcly preach or teach a mixed audience of adults. Paul
wrote to the church at Corinth, “For God is not the author
of confusion, but of ‘peace, as in all churches of the saints.
Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not per-
mitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be
under obedience, as also saith the law. And if they will learn
any thing, let them -ask their husbands at home: for it is
a shame for women to speak in the church.” (1 Corinthians
14: 33-35). To Timothy, he wrote, “I will therefore’ that men
pray every where lifting up holy hands, without wrath and do-
ubting. In like manner also, that woman- adorn themselves in
modest apparel, with shamefacedness. and sobriety; not,wuh
broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly ' array; But (which
becometh women professing godliness) with good works. Let
the woman learn in silence with all subjection. But I suffer not
a woman to teach, nor to usﬁrp authority over the man, but
to be in silence. For Adam was first formed then Eve. And
Adam was not deceived, but the woman being decelved was
in the transgresssion. Notw1thstandmg she shall be saved in
childbearing, if they continue in faith and cparlty and holxness
with sobriety.” (1 Timothy 2:8-15).

Please notice that it is a shame for women to speak in the
church. Why ? Because they are to be in “subjection. to their
husbands or to the men who are to giveleadership to the
church, If they usurp authority and try to take charge then
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they are not only opposing God’s :will for them but the men
who permit this are likewised shamed and dxsgraced smce they
have allowed this to. happen : _ .

Agam, let it be understood that thls is not an’ attempt to

take advantage of woman’ of to degrade her. To the contrary,
she has an important positioni and can do a great work if she is
willing to humble herself and to abide by the Lord’s teaching:
If she is not willing to do this, she will end up in only making
a spectacle of herself and this will not be used to further-ele-
vate her but to bring shame  and disgrace:to her and women in
general. ,
If you will read through the New Testament you will find
the stories of many great women. They are menioned there,
and are set forth for their good works, because they were will-
ing to put God’s will before their own ambitions. All women
today would do well to follow theu' example

Who Will Go To Orissa ?

Some work has been done in this-State. As a result there are
some Christians and congregations of the Lord’s church al-
ready there. This work though is small in companson to what
needs to be done.

Recéntly the State got a great amount of publicity due to
the fact that some laws were passed ‘to restrict preachers from
converting the local people to Christ. This is regrettable. Any
time the law has to step in to forbid »'freédom of religion then
the religion it is trying to protect is'in greatér danger than the
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one ‘it is attempting. to wOpPOSe Chr:stxans must obey God
rather than man.

The Capital of Orissa is Bhubaneswar and other important
cities are Cuttack, Puri, Balasore, Sambalpur, and Bhawani-
patna. Bhubaneswar and Puri are strong seats of Hinduism.
The denominational churches have also been quite active
throughout the Sta,te

Who will go to this large coastal State in south-east India.
This may be the very place for you. It is there waiting for the
gospel to be preached: Perhaps some of the: Chnstlans in near-
by Andhra Pradesh can go.

Although we cannot send you er support you financially,
we can call this State to . your - attentxon with the prayer that
one or:more will go.

The Judgment
B. Asirvadam

The final verdict to be passed on the -universe by the great
tribunal is based on the rejection or acceptance-of light which
was sent into the world. Expressly the judgment is that the
light has come into the world but people loved darkness rather
than light because their deeds were evil._ For everyone who does
evil hates light lest his deeds be exposed (John 3:19, 20).

None can rightly deny that Jesus brought light and life into
the transient state of humanity which is in the shadow of death
and darkness, of course. For man is prevented by his senses
the knowledge to praise God for the blessings of life and pray

~as well for the thmgs unknown to him.

It is evident from the scripture that man has come short
of the divine nature with which he was created by violation of
the law of God. This violation of law or deviation from the
line of rectitude was declared to be the sin of condemnation.
But a most noteworthy thing of all i that the sin of rejecting
the Son of God is to be met with a greater condemna’uon as
portrayed in Herbrews 10:29.
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Man’s tenidencey for  worship' shows his craving for the

favor of a hxgher Being, w1th whom heis at ‘discord- because
of his derelictions, =~ ° L

Despite mutifarious ways and.means to find God and ob-
tain mercy he could not achieve his purpose. The power of the
Spirit of trath and the joy of light of eternal life were found
to be lacking in him. Moreover, his conduct and - character
prove that he is faithless to the fatherhood of God and bro-
therhood of his fellowbein gs. Knowledge he acquired from
his five senses -made ‘him sceptxbal of God's existence aloof
from the creation.

,So,,theinﬁnite.God_ had. to_ - p,l,ac,e Himself under certain
limitations. and become a finite Being-in order to enlighten the
heart of man as a:great teacher and save his soul as a . Saviour
from eternal destruction. It appears as though man has no
other: way to-knew of himself- or .of the divinity unless God
comes in human form to degipher the mystery of life.

Nearly two, thotisand- years “ago, a mian named Jesus lived
on earth, laxdtd down his life  on the ‘cross ‘and arose from
death. This is not 4 spurlous myth but a fact of hlStOl'y beyond
the shadow of doubt, as it was recorded in the annals of the
‘Roman Empire. Who is this cosmOpohtan and phllanthroplst ?
s he man or God mcarnate ?

The fullest revelatxon of hght of hfe in Jesus entxtled Him
worthy of adoratjon and p:alse for the Glory of ‘God and for
salvation of mankind. In fact he is nothing short of the i image
of the invisible God. For in him. the fulness of the Godhead
dwells bodily. - Here. Stands out on the phenomena of the

_universe a.broad and. nniversal personage possessing in Him-
self all the divioe attributes and claims our faith and worshlp

The destiny of humanlty is hanging on acceptmg or re_]ectmgb
this unique personality, He. demonstrates that He is the way,
the truth, and the life. To believe on Him. and accept His Lord-

ship appear to be the greatest of all the requirements essent1a1
for the salvation of man. (John 6:28,29). .

* Jesus: Chrlst the beginning :and end of all life is but the



22

ultimate reality. Those who.do not recognize and realize . Him
will forego the gift of eternal life promised by God. It is obvi-
ous that life in Christ is eternal and life in chaos is ruinous.
(1 John 5:11,12).

Lastly, it is construed that the rejection of Jesus is sure to
bring about great calamity of which it was foretold in the
scriptures. (John 8: 24; John 3:36; Hebrews 10:30, 31).-

«“What Has The Church Ever Done
For Me 7”7

Recently while visiting in another country I was ‘told that
a local member of the church had asked, ‘“What has the church
ever done for me 2’ when he was told that the church could not
give him any support. This particular man had, translated . some
and also had served as the song leader in the worship services.
He just couldn’t stand to think about doing things like this with-
out getting something. It was pointed out that if he was paid for
song leading for instance, that the Bible teachers would no
doubt ask that they be paid for their work, and so on with the
other members. S L o

When this man asked the question, “What has the clurch
ever done for me ?°, he was reminded of the fact that the
church had done a great deal for, him. Because of the chureh

he was taught the truth, saved, had the privilege of prayer, had
many brothers and sistersin Christ around the world, received

numerous spiritual blessings in ‘Christ, enjoyed a clean - richer
life, had the hope of eternal life, and on and on with 'so many
other blessings. With this in mind then how could he have ever
“concluded that the church had never done anything for him ?
Yet, with all of this, he could-not see that he had been helped
or benefitted by being a member of the Lord’s church. All he
could see was the possibility of financial gain and if there was
none forthcoming then he felt that he had been cheated as a
church member. ' ‘ S

It is so sad for an individual to look on the church, and fo

be a member of the church, only with the thought in mind of
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‘bettering himself with material gain. When one so reasons he
always loses because his motives are wrong. It is true that.some
of these do manage in one way or the other to gain materially
by being in. the church, butin this case that is all they will get
from it, If one is genuine in his motives, though; then his
attitude will not be, ““What can the church.do for me ?”, but
““What can I do for the church 2’ In this context one will be
blessed, not because he sought ways to receive, but because of
his giving. (Matthew 6:33).

The Lord’s church is mnot in the business of buying popele,
hiring people, paying people, and 'so on. It does support some
men and it does help those who afe in need, but not every-
body. It can’t support or give to everyone, not even to all of
those perhaps deserve it. The church has' funds to work with
based on the amonnt its members give. (1 Corinthians 16:1, 2).
The more that is given then the more it has to do with.
" The less givenn then less it can glve “Even then it has to be
selective. ‘

Why can’t we see the blessings that are ours as a result of
being a member of the Lord’s church ?. We can if we are aware
of what the church is, what its work is, how we became a part
of it, our role as a member, and what God is doing forus asa
member. Of course even this is dependent on our sincerity and
genuine conversion. :

Here in India we are’ faced. with this very problem. Mem-
bers of the church are constantly. writing to us -asking for sup-
port. As long as there is one foreigner here no doubt they will
continue to reason that the church represents . foreign money
and therefore’ they want to get their share. Those who so re-
ason have not been converted to Christ but- are thinking in
their’ own selfish interests. Even if there were no foreigners
here connected with the church, no doubt there would still be
those who would be trying to get support out of the local
leaders. They represent those who would actually stoop low
enough to use religion for this. purpose.

Do you remember in the New Testament of reading about



24

Paul and his work ? At'times he did receive some support from
various congregations, but at other times he worked with his
own hands to'earn his living. He knew that the brethren were
poor - that they didn’t have much, and what they did have they
needed that to help those who were in greater need than him-
self, and so- he hated to have to take anything from them.
Every Christian should feel this way and if that were the case
many of our problems would automatically disappear. Paul told
the church at Corinth that he had taken support from other
churches to preach to them freely. (II Corinthians 11:7,8). On
another occassion he spoke of working with his own'hands. (1
Corinthians :.4::12)' As to the work he did, in Acts 18:3 we read
where in Corinth he dwelt with Aquila and Pricilla because he
was of the same craft as they were, “and wrought: for by their
occupation they were tentmakers.” Now if Paul could work with
his own hands, and engage in a profession such as tentmaking,
then why can’t Christians do the same today ? For sure, his
tentmaking, and making a living with his own hands, did
not hinder his work for the Lord. Even when the brethren help-
ed him, they certainly did not give very much because they
didn’t have much to give. ;

If your attitude is as a member of the church, that the
church has never helped you or you have never been blessed as
a result of being a member of the church, and that because you
haven’t been receiving any support from the church or you are
‘not getting as much as you _would: like - to have, then you are
spiritually weak, blind, and probably dead as a Christian, that
is, if you-ever were a Christian. o

Should you never receive a paisa from the church, and you
should hope and pray that it will never be necessary for
the church to have to give you something. but should this be
the case, even then the church has already done more for-you
than you can ever do' for the church. To understand this,
however, you must understand the church as it is set forth in

God’s word.

How do you personally feel about the church ? What does
it mean to:you ? Regardless of how you answer these questions
you are telling everyone by the attitude that you express and by
the amount of work that you are doing for it.
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- Christian Literature

Untll only recently most hterature here- in India. was den-
ommatlonal and the-book stores --across-the - country carried a.
ful] stock of the same. Even then “Christian”-Book Stores ‘have,
been few and. far between.r Not -only that, but most of their.
materials have been very expensive. So :where has that left the
Christian ? With absolutely nothing -in most- cases-. orelse de--
pendent.on literature that-is full of error, provided e is-able to
get it and can affordiit. -~ - - . - T

. The Loid’s chiirch locally is still young. It is also relatively
small in humber. ‘Because of this a literature program cannot
be supported by Christians to the point that it ¢an survive.
This"is partially trne: because - it is not possible to adeq‘uately
pubhcxse the book that are avallable

For thls reason, here in New Delhl we have been concentra-
ting on Christian literature for the. past two years.and we. shall
continue to 'do so in the future. -So:far we have -.printed more
than thirty books:by & mumber of authors on. a.variety of
subjects. Although we have.a; price list for them, we have mostly.
sent them out over the. country-free of. charge we would like to
be in a situation: where -all who recelve ' them could help thh
both the prmtmg costs and the - postage requrled to send them
out, but again. B/cause of the foregoing reasons we have ended
up in givin g most of them away. We. feel that 1t is urgent that
we get. these books into cnrculatlon that they may be of ‘help

to the church now rather than. to. walt .until we receive orders
for them

‘We are trying to send these books to all preachers and tea-
chers in particular. We are also willing ‘to send them to any
faithful Christian -that may want them. And finally, we are
sending them to those who are interested i in knowing God’s will
whether they are members of the church or not. Of course, they
are in the English language and we are therefore attemptmg to
send them to those who can use them in this language. We
hope to do more printing in the Hindi- language and perhaps
other languages as time goes by '
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We would make, several special requests of you. First, if you
are getting these materials, please realize that it has cost a great
deal of money to print them and to send them to- you, not to
mention the work that was done to make them available to you,
and therefore you should be thankful that someone cared enough
to send them, and with this in mind you should treasure them,
properly use them and share them with others. In the second
place, we would be gratefui if you would express your appre-
ciation for them by sending a contribution to help with the
printing and postage. You don’t have to do this, and you may
not be able to do so but -if you can help it will be deeply ap-
preciated. And third, if you know of those that you feel that
they should get one or more of these books then if you'll send
us their name and address we’ll try to send them some of this
literature.

Please keep in mind that we are not prmtmg books just to
be printing books. Neither are we sending them out just to get
rid of them. Rather. we are trying to be of service to the Lord’s
church in Tndia and to provide liteature for those who may not
as yet be Christians. We want to provide materials that will
teach, eonvict, convert, help the Christian to grow, and to
provide him with tools with whlch ‘fo teach others in his own
area. Therefore, every book that is mailed out is done "so with
the prayer that it will accomphsh the ]Ob it is bsmg sent to do.

We want to encourage you not only to use these materials
for your own personal study, but also these bdoks can be used
to conduct classess in homés, schools, and in your home’
congregation. If you will use them properly you’ll find that they
can render a great service to you and to others.

We are great believers in Christian literature and therefore

we are not only working through these materials but also
through Bible correspondence courses, our monthly magazine,
The Bible Teacher, and tracts. We believe that through using
such we can reach and help hundreds and thousands of people
that we could never reach and help otherwise. We further be
lieve that through the prmted page the cause of Christ can be
firmly establlshed and strengthend throughout this great coun-
try. Please j join with us in these efforts’ Write us at this address:
Bible Teacher Publications, Box 3815, New Delhi-110049.
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church
. h szrectory
‘, Church of Christ Church of Chri§t . ..
=Box 6543 Mannur Post
‘Cumbala Hill ‘ Jayempur-524l3?l

Nellore Dist, AP, & ‘-
Church of Christ:
/37 M.S.0. Colony

«‘Bombay-26

'“Churah of Christ
~Pathanapuram P.O.

Church of Christ
H. No. 1-9-312/5/2

Bansawadi Road;

. XQuilon (DT.) Ban 2
galore-33
Kerala State Church of Chris:
Church of Christ 9, Erran St. &
Churachandpur Pursawalkam
Manipur Madras-7
Church of Christ

Church of Christ 35, Lock Street
G‘NT Road Kottur,
Pozhal, Madras-600066 Madras-600085
Church of Christ Church of Christ
953 Kalasiguda, Bolarum  Nongrim Hills
Secunderabad 500010, A.P. Shillong
Hyderabad Church of Christ

Ketti, P.O. Nilgiris
Tamil Nadu
Church of Christ

Yidyanagar No. 50-753-177

j Hyderabad 500044, A.P. Gooty Road

" Church of Christ Kurnool-2 (A.P.)
88 Gadwal House Church of Christ
Nampally Pool Bagh Road
Hyderabad 500001, A.P. Vlzianagaram-Z_.
Church of Christ Church of Christ

s Vattapadam

Opp. District Courts Palankara -P. O.
Kannavarithota Nilambur *
Guntur 4, A.P. Kerala State

Church of Christ G Kondur (P.O.)
Via Kondapalli Krishna District, A.P.

These are but a few of the addresses of the churches of
Christ located in India. Contact the one nearest you for
information about worship services, Bible Correspondence
Courses, and tracts, etc.
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