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The Laws of God

Law is defined: “A rule of conduct * or action estabhshed
by custom or laxd down and enforced by a governing authority;
the whole body of such rules; the control brought - about by
enforcmg rules.” In the Bible “the law” is often used to speak
of the law of Moses (John 1:17). The New Testament is said
to be the perfect law of liberty. (James 1:25). But- regardless
of what law is under consideration, law itself. ongmated with
God and all subsequent. laws, even the secular law of various
vxllages cmes, and countnes around the world are generally
based on God’s law,

: From the begmmng it was fiecessary for God to give man
some ‘tules by which he should be governed: On breakmg his
law, God imposed additional rules and regulatlons as- well as
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to stlpulatc the consquences for faxllng to ablde by them With
the passing of time and with the growth of the human race,
God’s laws for man increased in number. These laws were for
man’s own good, dealing both with his moral relatiénships

with his fellowman and his spiritual relationship with: God.

In the Old Testament there are to’ ‘major laws " revealed?
The first one was known as ‘the Patriarchal Law. - A patriarch
was the father or head of a family or household and in this
particular arrangement God spoke to the patriarchs and in
turn they spoke to their family members concerning God’s.
will for them. Some of the well known patriarchs were Adam,
Noas,Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, .ete. This -law had its beginning
with Adam and continued up to the time the law was given -
to Moses and therefore lasted approxxmately twenty . ﬁve hund-
red years. The Hebrew writer refers to it when he says, “God.
who at sundry times and in divers manners Spake in'time past
unto the fathers by the prOphets ” (HebreWS 1:1).

Contmumg, the second Jaw- spoken of in the Old Testament
is the Law of Moses or the Mosaical Law. This, law was the
result of God ‘speaking to Moses, is recorded in Exodus 20.,
giving him the ten commandments as well as many other laws
pertaining to moral, physical, and spiritual laws. It was a writ-
ten law, at first being written on: tablets of stone, and then
penned in book form, as well as being written upon the hearts
of the people. It was directed only to fhe household of‘ Israel
or to the Jews, God’s chosen people. It wads a law of works
with physical penalities ‘being leveled on the disobedient. Given
originally to Moses, it extended over to the death of Chrlst
which means thatit lasted for a period of’ fifteen hundred
years. John said of it: “For the law came by Moses, but graCé
and truth came by Jesus Christ.”” (John I: 17). Christ said,
“Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prOphefs'
I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For venly I say unto
you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in
no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” (Matthew 5:17,
18). And so it was. fulfilled, as Chrxst sa1d : f‘Ihegg_.a;e the
words which I spake unto you, Whlle I was yet. with you, that
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‘all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of
Moses, and i in the prophets, ‘and in the psalms, ¢oricerning me:’
(Luke 24 44) You mxght also ‘want fo read 2 Connthrans 3;
‘Colossmns 2 14 Galatxans 5 4 and so on.
- In, the New Testament we read of yet another law, which
‘makes the thll‘d and final law found in God’s book, the Bible.
‘This law. is the law of Christ. It was given by God through
:Christ and the Apostles and others as they were miraculously
directed to write it down and it has come down to us in writ-
" ten form This Iaw came. into force with the death of Christ
and will remain binding until he comes again. It was given to
all people everywhere when Christ said, “Go ye into all the
.world and preach the gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16:15).
-Gloing back to'some of the verses that we have already referred -
to, the Hebrew writer; after talking about how God had spoken
in - the begmmng to the fathets by the prophets, gocs on to
‘say “Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom
‘he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made
-the worlds.” (Hebrews. 1:2). God said at the transfiguration of
‘Christ, “This is my - beloved Son, in -whom I am well pleased;
hear ye him.” (Matthew 17:5). In John 1:17 the writer declares.
‘that the law was by Moses but grace and truth.came by.Jesus
Christ. In-James 1:25 he says that thls is the perfect law of
fllberty‘

Thns is to say therefore that we of today are not hvmg under
the patriarchal law because that law was given to those who
hved durmg the ﬁrst twenty five hundred years of man’s exis-
tence Since we were not there, therefore, it was not given to us
and neither has it been brought over to our time. Neither are
we 11v1ng under the law ot‘ Moses and therefore the law of
MOSeS is not bmdmg on us. It was bmdmg on those who
hved ftom the . tnme of Moses up to the death of Christ, but
smce we were not there at that time then that did not include
‘us, And since we cannot go back to that period, and neither ‘
are we permltted “to bring that law over to this age then
that law is not bnndmg on us and neither can we keep it. That
leaves us thh only one 1aw left and that is the law of ‘Christ
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"as set forth in the New Testament. -Now. that law came into
force at  the- death..of Chnst and ‘will remain bmdrng untrl
Christ comes again, That means, therefore that since we. are
living in between those two great events. that that law is bind-
ing.on you apd me and. on, every human bemg hvmg today To
be-aware of what.is expected of us then wé need to study this
law and.then put forth every eﬁ'ort to abrde by it. Thls is a' law
that is pnmarlly spiritual . but it also serves as a moral and
‘physical law in the sense that when we obey God’s spmtual
law we. will likewise hve pure lives morally and physrcally and

in -doing this it also eﬁ'ects our relatrons both to God and our
fellowman

All of God’s'laws have - been bmdrng dt the time that they
were given and for the period that they covered. “They were
laws given to protect man, ‘ to benefit.: him", and to save him.
Those who have kept his -lawshave been. blessed -but those
who have broken God’s statues ‘have been - made to pay the
penalty. How much better off man. would - be if he. would : learn
the rmportance of 'staying within the framework of God’s ldw
rather than to transgress and go beyond. Furthermore, how
sad it is that men in general have ‘made it a'practice to try to
improve on God’s laws but in so' déing thiey have rejécted God
himself. - Actually, God’s laws “are’ not to-be tampered with.
There are many warnings along this line. For instance, read
Revelation 22:18,19 where the Lord warns that we should not
add to his word or subtract from it.

~ But there is one other set of laws we want to notne These
are generally thought to be the laws of men, like city laws, laws
made by a country to govern  its people but actually these laws
have been lifted from God’s laws For example, in all of God’
laws he has said that ‘man_ should not kill, steal ‘bear false
w1tness commit adultery, etc. What kind of laws does
man have ? The same, Why ? Because they dfe basic
laws that must be enforced if man 'is to- survive. Even
in those countries where some ‘other religion  dominates and
controls the people, still it (s ‘God’s law ‘that governs them,
This may be denied, but 1t 1s ‘true ’nevertheless God first gave
law and having ' made man’ he knew from the beginning the
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kind " of laws that man- needed: and these laws, secularly, have
been - handed down - from generation to generation, from coun-
try to country.. Therefore, these--are God’s laws and God
consequently rules those eountrles and the world itself th.rough
h1s laws. - R

How is man to look upon the- law of the land ? As he is
expected to réspect and obey God’s spiritual laws, the same -
likewise holds true with the laws of man,  that is, if they are
his laws, and laws that are in keeping - with his will. For in-
stance, Paul writes, ‘‘Let every soul be subject unto the higher
powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be
are ordained of God. Whosoever therefore resisteth the power,
resisteth the ordmance of God: @nd they that resist shall re-
ceive to themselves damnatlon For rulers are not a terror to
good works but to the ev1l Wilt thou then not be afraid of the
power ? do that which is good and thou shalt have praise of
the same: For he is the minister of God to thee for good: But
if thou do that which is evil, be. afraid; for he beareth not the
sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to
execute wrath upon. him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye must
needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience
sake For this cause pay ye tribute also : for they are God’s
mlmsters, attending contmuall’y upon this very thing. Render
therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; cus-
tom to whom custom; ' fear to ‘whom fear; honour to whem
honour.” (Romans 13:1-7). Peter writes, “Submit yourselves
to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake: whether it be
to the king, as supreme; Or unto governors, as unto them that
are sent by him for the punishment-of evildoers, and for the
praise of them that do well. For so is the will of! God; that' with
well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men :
As free, and not using yeur liberty for a cloke of mahcxous-
ness, but as the servants of God. H@n@ur all men. Loyve the
brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king.” (1 Peter 2:13-17).
Paul said, “Put them in mind to be subject to principalities
ahd powers, to obey magistrates to-be ‘ready to every good
work.” (Titu 3:1).

What about the law here . in India ? Basically the laws of
.this country are of God. How should the Christian therefore
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reactto them ? He should obey the laws-of liis country. He;
should be a good law abiding citizen. He shiould be an example:
for all others. He should not break the law. He should.stop at
the red lights on the streets even when others go on. He-should
pay his taxes. And on and on with all other laws that are-in
harmony with Ged’s will. Law is necessary and it is also
necessary that the law be enforced. Christians ;Shéil]q ";gpygr.
give any trouble, should never have to be fined, or haif;q to go
to jail. . IR
The law of the ‘country is for our good and the good of
others. What would happen if there were no laws ? ng'wou‘ld
all be frightened and.our very lives would be in danger. So we
should thank God for the laws, for those who strive  to en-
force them, and we should help them in every way possible
and pray for them. But above all, God’s divine law is for our
good and the good of the world. The Lord asks us to repent
or to turn away from all bad and evil things and. to obey him.
Then as Christians we are to live pure, holy, and godly Tives.
All good citizens of this country have not obeyed - Gad,
but you can be sure that all who have obeyed God are’ good
citizens. , - : S |
What is your attitude toward the laws of God and the
laws of the land ? Are you keeping these laws ? Are you a good
citizen of both Lord’s kingdom and that of your country ?
They go together, - R ’

N

- Unscriptural Names And-.Titlés =

. As a preacher of the gospel of Jesus, I -am often called by
different people by various distinct titles such as Reverend,
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Pastor, and Padri...- And often I have to plead with people, like
Pau] :and Barnabas; (Acts 14:-15),. not to call me by such
phrases:which are due. to. God- only. However; in the religious
world., today most. preachers exalt themselves with such titles
and phrases. They feel proud :when-people call them reverend
so.and. so or. pastor or padri so and so.. They have, in most
cases, printed these titles on. their statlonarres and calling cards.:
L know: of some who would: be: greatly displeased: if people did
not use these special titles before their names. Friend, perhaps
you may be the one who owns such a title before your indivi-
dual'name. Or:‘'you tay ‘have been calling a preacher by such
titles. But: have you ever- thought whether such titles and
Phaases are scriptural? Is .t right' to. call a man.by such titles?
.Now is the time to take.a look ‘at the scriptures ‘and ‘see what
the Bible has.toisay -on thls ‘matter;

Reverend The only place and nowhere else, in our
Enghsh Blbles where the word reverend has appeared is.in the.
9th verse of. Psalms 111. Here the Psalmist was praising God
and he said, “He sent redemptlon unto his people: he hath
com;nanded hlS covenant forever: holy. ‘and REVEREND
IS HIS NAME > " Can the serrptu,re make it more clearer than
thrs? Surely any person can see . this. Remember God’s
name is reverend “The word Reverend lxterally means most
fearﬁul or hlghly exalted wrth aWe and respect. . And it is
thus rgght]x granslated in, Hrndr and Urdu versions of the
Blble and 11kewrse m most other languages too. Nowhere in.
the scrrpture rs a. man or a, preacher ever, called reverend'
Callmga man, reverend is theret‘ore as unscnptural and as
sinfpl as calling . a man. god. And those who wear this title
are saying that they are equal to Almlghty ‘God whose name
is reverend. . -

- «Pastor: This ph’r;ase' iS-’n]‘éo{ used ‘very 1oosely .i‘n the
religious world today and wusually the preacher is referred to
asipastor. The woid pastor literally means shepherd - or over-
séér.. In the Bible, however, many different . terms are used
for pastor such as elder or overseer (Acts-20 : 17), and bishop
(Titus 1:7). In other words, these are used in the Bible
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intérchangeably. ~ All of thesé words: suggest the same- kind
of work, i. e., to watch over the ‘flock or to overseer:” “But: a
noteable thing is that just any preacher cannot be called pastor
because any Christian can preach and teach’ the Bible on thé
Pbasis:of his study and knowledge of the Bible baut all ‘Christian’
preachers cannot meet’ the speclal quahﬁcatlons to quahfy
to-do the work -of a pastor as ‘written in “the Bible. : Bee
1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Tntus 1:5:9. P]ease read these scnptures‘ '

1n your Blble

Today in the religious world the word pastor is- used in:
terms of degrees, that is, any person who passes a- so-called:
seminary course, or has a’'B.D. or Phd. degree is calleda
pastor. This is a misuse of this divine term. One cannot
become a pastor on the basis of any degrees or knowledge of
the Bible. But one must meet all of thé qualifications as
set forth in the scriptures to be selected to do-this responsxble
work ‘in a congregation. Tt is 1nterestmg to note that in the
Bible we read of many preachers or evangehsts such as Phlllp,
Timothy, Barnabas, Paul and others and of a few pastors. "But’
today it seems that there are more pastors than preachers' Yes,
a pastor can also preach and teach ‘but on the other hand a
preacher cannot do the work ef a pastor, just because ‘he prea~’
ches. Just as a cook can also eat but just any person who eats
cannot do the work of acook. Also, remembeér that even
though a person may possess all of the quallﬁcatlons to, do'
the work of a pastor, he must be chosen and appomted in a
congregation with other pastors or elders. ‘(Titus 1% 5).
Also note that the word pastor is not'a degree but it f'ndicafes
a'certain job or work. Aswhen we say mason we meéan one’
who works on bunldmgs Ttis not his name or title but it
indicates the kind of work he does. Now, if I have a friend,
who works as a mason, when I introduce him to.my other
friends, I wouldn’t introduce him as mason so and so. -Then
why should 2 man be jntroduced as pastor so and so? This
within itself shows that people have chosen this title to exalt
themselves over others. :

Father : Not many comments are necessary againstﬁ"this
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title because Christ himself said, “And call no man your Father
upon the earth : for one is your Father, which is in heaveh.”
(Matthew-23 :9). "Thete were people in Christ’s “time, as in
otirddy, who call ‘théir “réligious -leaders- father. - But Christ
said that we should not give' honour and respect toa mere man
which belongsto God only. He said for "ONE is your Father
which is in heaven. ~Thus, when people call other men father
they do not only violate the .command of Christ but they also
make men equal : with God." : . SR

- Padri : In our Hindustani language all preachers are
described by the people as padri. However, this word cannot
be traced anywhere in the pages of the. Bible. ‘Padri is a
word that comes from Pidar and literally means father. There-
fore, it is as sinful as the other.

Pope : There is 2 man in Rome who is called pope. This
word likewise is completely foreign to the Bible. The word
pope is from old english or late Jatin and means papa. and in
other words, father. And again Christ said, ‘Call no man
your father”. (Matthew 231 9).

As you can readily see, all these titles were chosén to exalt
men above other people.. Butas we turn to the New Testa-
ment we see how they are in contradiction with Christ and
his Apostles. For instance, when a certain man called Jesus
“Good,Master"’,; we see Christ would not even accept that
title of Good, and he said. “Why callest thou me good? None is
good save one, that is, God,” (Luke 18 19). What an excellent
example of humility! This is the kind of. attitude that a preacher:
must have. Thus, when he is called as Reverend, ' Father, or
-Padri, etc., he should reply immediately, “Why callest thou
mes0?” The scriptures says _that even'though Christ was in
the form of God but yet he made himself of no reputation and .
took upon himself the form of a servant. (Philippians
2:17.8). ‘ ' o _ |

Often we receive letters from so-called preachers who.intro-

. duce themselves on their stationaryas Reverend orPastor so
and so.. But as we open the inspired letters of the'Apostles



10

of Jesus Christ we find- them introducing ‘themselves as. ‘:‘Ea;ugl‘
a servant of Jesus.” (Romans.] :17).. And again,* “Paul
and Timotheus, servants of Jesus.,Christ.” ‘(Philippians; 1:: 1),
Then agajn, “James-a servant.of God:and of. the Lord Jesus
Christ.”%. ; (James-1 : 1).--And again, . “Simon.Peter; a-serbant
and an- apostle of Jesus' Christ.” (2 Peter 1:1).. And:yet
again, - “Jude the ‘servant of. Jesus:Christ.” ~(Jude.1). ~All'of
this shows-their humility, unlike today’s: preachers - who exalt
themselves as doetors, pastors, reverend and -right reverend.
and with many other such unscriptural terms. .Christ said,
‘*‘W_Ii_g_)‘_s_b‘eyél_' shall exalt- _h_ignself,!/ siaiﬂl' be »'élrlfgas‘,éd; and he that
shall humble himself shall be exalted,” | (Matthew 23 : 12).

- Reasons For Marital Failure
~ Mark H. Nunley L

(4) WE ARE TOLD THAT SOME MARRIAGES FAIL
BECAUSE OF A LACK OF CHARACTER IN THE MARR-

IAGE PARTNERS— : : B
Somie people find difficulty in"“being “married because of the -
disposition of ‘theif mate. Somie people-are not happy and aré
not satisfied in any situation - they ﬁnd'“theinselies in,” whether
single or married, and they are exfremely difficult to live with,
Let’s notice some passages ét‘”Sér'ipt_iire" that bear this out. Prov.
21:9 “It is better to dwell in a corner of the housetop, than
witha - braw]-.ing' woman in '.a ‘v%{idé‘ house.” Prov. 27:15 “A
continual dropping in ‘a ‘very' rainy'day and a contentious
woman are alike.” Prov. '23:24-25 ““Make fo friendship with
an angry man: and with a furious -'man thou shalf not g0: Lest

thou learn his ways, and get a share to thy soul.” =~ o

Both men and women at times are brawling and contentious.
Noting and no one seems to suite them. Nothing is just right.
Wher you live in the same house with' a grouch - and a' sore-
head, needless to say, the marriage is going to ha’v’e_'pr‘obl‘emfs'.' it
behooves both husbands and wives ‘to have some character, to
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{earn to be patient and' uridérstanding’ and loving and kind at
all times with their mate. A- bad - disposition is out of place in
marriage, as well as being. out of place at all time ju the life of
a Christian. When harsh words are ‘spoken, peoplé'need to be
able to swallow their pride and: to ‘say, *Darling, I'm sorry.”
“I was wrorig.” Or whatever else is appropriate for the situat-
jon. If people could learn:.to ask -for:' forgiveness and could
learn to forgive, a great- manymarriages'WOuld be saved..

. (5) OTHER MARRIAGES ARE FAILURES BECAUSE
OF FINANCIAL PROBLEMS—

) Wevl_are told by the experts that difficulty over money is.a
very important factor .in the problems and' break up of many
homes. It’s like the old boy used to say, “If you ain’t got not-
hin’.'and she ain’t got ii'o’thinl then don’t hurry to be wed. Be-
cause notliin” and nothin” still make nothin?, and nothin’, don’t
chew like bread.” If a couple does not have a sufficient income
to buy the grocéies, to pay the b'illi's,‘to buy the clothes, to
‘provide housing; ard everything else that they will need when
they are on their own, then they had better wait .until they find

a'better job or save enotigh motiey or something,
But let me hiasten‘to say that usually the  amount of money
or size of the income is not really the problem." Some families
who: are the poorest é’ré“happiest, -'and’ some families who are
the richest ‘are the most miserable. - It is not ‘how ‘much money
'we make: it'is our attifude tbwai’iis*mb'ﬁey that-creates the
‘problems (unless of .course péople get tarried without- enough
‘money'to live on): If you have ‘a‘ate in martiage that.is not
satisfied with anything:but continually demands more -and more
‘that is too much ‘materially minded, ‘théy will not be satisfied no
wiatter how large the income. If you have people ‘that are con-
tent to live within their income, that are not materially minded,
but recognize tie true values in life, then they’ll be happy on a
very “small income. The attitude that people ‘have towards
money and things mékes a big différence in~ whether or nof a
marriage is happy. - - - o
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. The Bible sets forth God’s plan which will save us from the
problems people have over money in just two verses. Phil. 4:11
“Not that 1 speak in .respect of want: for I'have learned, in
whatsoever state Iam, there with to be content.” Matt.. 6:33
«But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness;
and all these things shall be added unto you.” When people
Jearn to live on and to. be content with their income, and they
place their priorities on spiritual values, the financial problem
that so many have is going to disappear. -

(6) THE FRAGMENTATION OF FAMILY LIVING IS
THE CAUSE OF SOME MARRIAGE FAILURE—Far too
‘many times today, families do nothing together. Far too many
times couples do not have the needed time together. They are
running here, there; and yonder at all hours of the day and
night rubbing elbows with everone else’s mate, and the result
is broken homes. A lot of people can very well describe their
home as the place you go when everything else is closed. But
that .does not make for good marriages, and it does not make
for good home situations- for children. Families and. mates
need to do things together, and to go places together. . They
need to be involved in things together instead of living such
seperated lives with such separated interests. When homes
are so fragmented, no wonder people decide to stop living
under the same roof. : .
.. But this is not the way that God planned the home, obvi-
ously. And you can mark it down: those children who are the
most likely to leave the church, and those parents who are the
most likely to drop .out of active service to the Lord, and
those who are the most likely to begin looking around and to
begin cheating on their mates, are those who do not have:the
Ac;rlose-nit relationship with their family in the home as they
should. And one of the greatest things that families can do to-
gether is often left completely undone and that is doing the
TLord’s work together, Think of the real satisfaction that can
come to a couple when they work together in_visiting the sick,
teaching and converting the lost to Christ, etc. together asa
team. Think of the training and impression that this makes on
the children when they go with Dad and Mom to lead people
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to Chnst What better training in the nurture anid admonition
of the Lord could children get? So” we - ‘need -to pull our
marriages and our homes closer together instead of lettmg
them get farther and farther apart. :

In article number four in this series, we will conclude this
series of articles. Be sure to read the last article on marriage

problems.

Faith And Its Object

B. Asirvadam

Faith is the indispensible condition of security of life,
Without having faith none can enjoy rest and peace of mind.
The scripture says that the faithless are unstable like waves of
the sea and chaff of the corn driven by wind.

Faith is defind as the substance of things hoped for and
the evidence of things not seen. Belief and confidence seem to
be synonymous but faith is the realization of one’s believe
in life. The beliefs of people commonly reflect in their lives.
It cannot be denjed that man is actuated by his belief either
intelligently guided or blindly goaded. So man, in reality is the
substance of his belief or faith.

Of all the objects of faith none is more powerful than the
conviction based on historic evidence that God intervened in
our disordered human affairs in the person of Jesus to make it
possible for every one to break away from the weary® thraldora
of sin and failure and to live a free and victorious life as sons
of God.

Jesus, having appeared as the Son of the living God, be-
came the rational and dynamic object of faith to prevail over
even the death and gates of Hell. The kernel point in belief or
faith is that the éreator miraculously brought forth into. the
world a Sav1our to. redeem the humamty from devastation.

Phllosophers say that the world is nothing but the objecti-
fications and substantiation of the plans and purposes of God.
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If so, the plan of God-in pardoning the sinner through the .
shed blood of the Lamb is truly objectified in the bruc_iﬁxion
of Jesus as a living sacrifice. The incident on the . Cross is not
at all a life-losing of one but rather a life-giving act of God to
draw the world to Himself objectively.

Things existent in the heart of God seem to have taken
shape and form in due time to prove the varacity thereof The
incarnation of Jesus on earth, apart from ity main purpose,
serves to the atheist a double proof of the existence of God.

All Christian institutions express and incorporate the re-.
lation between the believer and the Saviour. Baptism has some-
thing to do with the death -and resurrection of Jesus besides
its objectivity of acceptmg the Lordship of Jesus for receiving
the forgiveness of sins. By participation in baptism and the
Lord’s Supper the believer’s affinity with the Saviour is con-
firmed concretely. »

Great things pertained to the redemption of man, vindicated.
in the vicarious sacrifice of Jesus as a Scapegoat bearing the
sins of the world, are alluded to the real culprit to be saved by
the efficacy of faith as objectlve reahty

The fact that man is transformed by the object of his faith
can be proved by the lives of those who believed Jesus as the
Son of God and ultimate reality. It appears that man is so
constituted that his faith has much influence over his conduct
in life. Hence, the axiom holds good: “The worshipper will be
assinilated to the object of his worship”, '

So, Let your object of faith be falr,
Tt has a vital part and share ‘
" . In shaping thoughts and moulding fate,
-God’s system is so mtrlcate

Jesus Chl’lSt the light of the world, Savlour of mankind and
Lord -of life stands out as . the -unique ob_]ect of faith to be
appropriated for the enjoyment of. blessings of life in fellow-
ship with men and God. o
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whlgo?
Who Will Go To The Laccadiv
Islands 7 . -

The Laccadive, as known threugh the years but recently
renamed, are a group of islands off the western coast of South
Jndia out in the Arabian Sea. Along with these are rhe Minicoy
and Amindivi Islands. They are owned by India with the head-
quarters being at Calicut, Kerala: _

There is no commercial air service to these islands but .
boats-and ships go back -and forth on a regular basis. They
are not open to foreigners and very littleis ever said about
them. )

The inhabitants make their living and trading with the
- mainland. They have an Islamic background but other religions
are also rep resented. An effort is being made to upgrade their
society and mainland teachers, doctors, etc., are going in to
.assist with this. o ,

If these islanders are to be reached - with the gospel then
Indian Christians must take it to them. Those in South India
in particular are in a ideal area to begin to think in these
terms. N

We have raised the question with the thought that some
member of the church reading this' might accept this challenge.
.Can you go ? Will you go ?India cannot be fully evangelized
until these people have heard the gospel because this is a part

of India too. ,
AN APOLOGY

We apologize to our readers who had to pay some ‘‘due”’
Payme)snt to the Postal Department on the Magazine (Vol. 6, -
No. 2). ' B

We came to know about this fact as some copies were
returned to us marked “DUE” and refused by some readers.
. The only reason, the Postal Department gave, was that we were
not suppose to write “Book Post’”’ on.the Cover because we
have now a “D’”* Number. T

Also, we wish to thank to all those who honoured the last
issue of the Bible Teacher, and paid the due to the Post Man.
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Pleasing God Or Self 7 -
. Mark H. Nunley -~ - o

In Romans 15.1-3 we find, “Now we that are strong ought
to bear the infirmities of the weak; and not to. please ourselves.
Let each one of us please his neighbour for that which is good,
unto edifying. For Christ also pleased not Himself but, as it is
written, The reproaches of them that reproached thee fell
on me.” o

The standards that the people of the world live by are selfi-
shness, uncleanness, wickedness, etc. They go about their lives
seeking only to please self in everything not being too much
concerned about pleasing anyone. else—God included. Those
folks that are carnally minded are only interested in what plea-
ses themselves. But if we are to be spiritually minded, if we are
to please the Lord, we must put the man of sin, the fleshly
desires, to death in our lives so that we might please God in
all things (Col. 3:5-11; Rom. 8:1-14).

And the Bible makes it clear to us that even Jesus did not
please Himself while He was upon the earth. As our text said,
“For Christ also pleased not Himself.”” Jesus said in John
6:38, “For I came down from heaven, not to do Mine Own
will, but the will of Him that sent me.” Jesus purpose for
coming was to do the will of the Almighty God and that is
what Jesus did. The thought of dying on the cruel Roman
cross wasn’t a very pleasant or desireable thought to the Son
of God, but He was willing to face it with the prayer, “Not
My will, but Thine be done.”” And so as Jesus did the will of
God and refused to please Himself as He lived as a man, He
made the way of salvation possible for those that will obey
him.

The Bible also makes it clear that the Holy Spirit did not.
please Himself (John 16:13-14; John 15:26; John 14:26). The
Holy Spirit did not come to exalt his own personality and
office, but rather the Holy Spirit came to reveal Jesus through
the word that he inspired the apostles to- teach. The Holy-
Spirit never once acted in self-interest, but rather He served the

needs of mankind while pleasing God. : N
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_But the Bible also makes it clear that the.apostles of Christ
did not please themselves ([ Cor. 9:19; II Cor. 12:15; Gal.
1:10), The apostles’ namber one concern. m life was pleasing
God in everything. And as they set out to please God and to

_serve God, they found themselves servmg the needs of others.

- In hght of these thmgs' then, we certamly. must understand
that the Christian cannot please self in life. As our text said:
Just as Jesus did not please himself neither should ,we please
ourselves (Rom. 15:1-3). Christians must be sure that in every-
thing they are pleasing the Lord and that they are serving the .
needs of other people (I Cor.-10:24; Phil. 2:4; Matt. 10:39; Luke
17:33; I Tim. 6:17-19; Titus 3:8; I Thes. 5:15; Gal. 6:10). If
those claiming to. be Christians do not put the will of God first
in their lives, they cannot poss1bly be found -acceptable m the
Lord’s eyes. This idea that I can’ do ?‘5 I plea,se and that I have
to answer to no one is a lie that will send a great many people
to.hell. Whenever what J think or what others. think comes be-
fore what my God thinks, I stand condemned m the sight of
the Almlghty and Everlastmg God in heaven,

And these thmgs alsa should tell uys that the non-Chrlstlan
cannot please self if he or she wants to go ‘to heaven. 'Jesus is
saying to you if you are not a Christian, “Come unto me all
ye that labour and are,,heafv,y laden, and I will give you rest;
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and
lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest unto your souls. .For my
yoke is easy, and my burden is lxght » (Matt. 11 28-30). Jesus
is also saying, /“Behold I stand at.the door and knock:. 1f any
man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him,.
and will sup with him, and he with me.” (Rev.3: 20) So long
as you reject God and refuse o become a Christian, so long as
you refuse to obey the Lord to please .yourself in what you
do, you cannot possibly hopé to go to heaven in the end. In
order-to be a Christian ~you must: Believe .with all of your
heart that Jesus is the Son of God, 'J ohn 3:16,-Repent of yoyr
sins (change the thinking -about your life.-and decide that you
will put away the former ways to serve the Lord), Acts .17:30.
Confess your faith in Jesus as.the Son of God, Rom. 10:9-10,
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And be baptized into Christ to have yQur sins “washed away,
Acts 22:16. . . Cet .

Just who are we trying to please in life ? Are” we trymg ‘to
please God or ourse]ves ? Certamly we must be wxlhng to deny
outselves and to take up our ¢rosses and to follow the Lord in
every thing if we want to-go.to heaven some. day (Matt. '16:24).

Chrlstlan lemg
NO. 3
-Vipul Rai -

Many brethren make " the excusé, “Oh, I will’ give more
when I eard more. At present I make ﬁfty Rupees a week and
I give one Rupee to the Lord, but when' I make five- ‘hundred
Rupees a week, I will glve more.” If you do not give as you
‘should, with the little that you have, then you will most certainly
not give as you should even if you had miich more. ~“He who 1s '
faithful in a very little is falthful also in much; and...” (Lk
16 : 10). If you later-on earn-ten times more and you give ten
times. more, you are still giving the same. You are giving the
same percentage. In fact, you are -not sacrificing all. ~ Actually,
when you have more, you need'to sactifice more. - - -

- Try missing a meal sometlmes, $o as to enable you to give
more for the Lord’s work. Try to walk sometnmes, mstead ‘of
catching the bus Then you will be able to give more. There
are numerous ways in whleh you can sacnﬁce and " so. give
moré, One good questxon to ask yourself before you give on
Sunday is *Am I going to miss out on somethlng this week be-
cause of what I am about to give to the Lord today?’ To
sacnﬁce, means to glve up somethmg, _or to suffer loss.

-2 Seek First. - Jesus' said; “‘seek first his kmgdom ‘and
his righteousness, and all these things shall be yours ‘as well””
(Matt..6 : 33). You must putthe Lord first in money matters
as.well. One good . way of doing this is-to distribute your in-
come into separate envelopes. Mark ‘the Jirst: envelope “For
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- the Lord’-and put the-amount you.decide to give into it. Then
take other envelopes- and mark them according to' your: other
expenses, “‘Rent’, ‘Electric ~bill’; ‘water bill**Children’s* schobl
fees?, ete. Learn to budget in this way.. Don't-first-lay aside afl
you need- for. your monthly: expenditutes iand then give “Jour
left-overs to the.Lord. The Lord does-not want your left-overs.
You don’t want the Lord’s left-over blessings, 'do you? Then
seek Him firstz. Before you think-of -anything else,- think: of
thes'Lord. * You can be assured-that: God will keep- His prom-

- You seek-Him first and: He:will take: care.of your other
needs—rent food clothes: etc (n all these thmgs shal] bé
vours as well). - :

}' 3 Decently Andln Order (I Cor 14 ; 40) If you are
pald each month then purpose, ahead of time as to how much
you are gomg to give each mo.nth Then dlYlde this amount
into four equal parts and give - that each week, -according to
the number of Sundays in the month Don’t be fumbling
around in your pocket for your contnbutlon on Sunday. Plan
ahead of time. If dueto unavoidable circumstances you can-
not ‘worship with the Church, then'send - ‘your pﬁ‘ermg to the
congregatxon ‘Or else nge double the amount the next Sunday
you go. If you are visiting another congregation, you need.
to send your usual contribution to the congregatlon you nor-
" mally worship with. Otherwise you may upset the plans of
the church. The church knows the approxxmate amount that
comes in each week and she plans her work accordingly. If
the amount you usually give is missing; it will ruin the sys-
tematic work of the Church. This does not mean that you can-
not g1ve to the church you areé visiting with. Give to both if you
like, but do not divide your usual contribution between the
two, but giveé what you normally give to your congregation,
and give an extra amount’ to the one you are visiting. ‘Extra
money will hot upset the work but Jess will. Just as in every-
thing else. Chnstlans must gzve decently and in order

4. Not Out Of Abundance.. Je§us “sat down opposite
the treasury, and watched the multitude ‘‘putting money
into the treasury.  Many rich:people put in large sums.
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And a poor: widow came; and- qut in two-copper coins, ‘which
mgke a penny. - And he called his. disciples: to him, and said
to them, ‘Truly, I say to you,. thxsn poor widow has: put in more
than all those - who are contﬁibutmeg to: the treasury. .For they.
all contributed out -of ‘their "gbundatice; but she out-of her
poverty has put in .everythu’:g she ‘had, .‘her ‘whole diving”
- (Mk. 12 : 41-44). - This-poor widow putin the least, yet Jesus
said that she put in more ‘then all the others. The reason for
this was that the others'gave out of the ‘excess ‘that they had.
They gave to the treasury ‘what they thémselves did not need.
TheyE did net sacrifice. ' On the other hand, ‘this widow gave
“out of her poverty”. . She “putin everything she had”. In
fact, she put in “her whole living”. This widow could not afford
to give that much, yet she did. She gave all that she had and
all that she actual]y needed for her own living. ‘She sacrlﬁced
Brethren, it is not the amount that we give that actually counts,

but what we have left over after we give  that makes all the
difference. How do you gwe"

5. Not’ Comparatnvely Sometlmes we may g1ve more
than many others are giving,, and so sit back satlsﬁed How-
ever, we may have moreand so the Lord naturally expects us
to give more. It is possible for our greater ngt to be less
acceptable to the Lord, justas mark 12 1llustrates Each man
must give as he has been “prospered” .

6. Liberally, “Having gifts t,hat differ. accordmg to the
grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion t.o
our faith; if service, in our serving; he who teaches, in hl.S
teaching; he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who contri-
butes, in liberaiity;...”” (Rom. 12: 6-7). Let us. give gene-
rously, not sparingly. .

7. In Secret. Jesus  said, “Beware of practising your .
piety before men in order tobeseen by.them, for then you
will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven, Thus,
when you give alms, sound no trumpet before you, as the hy-
pocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they ma.y
be praised by men. Truly, I say to you, they have thelr.
" reward. But when you ' give alms, .. do not let your left hand
" know what your right hand isdoing; so that your alms may
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be in secret; and yonr Father who sées’ in secret will reward
you” (Matt. 6 : 1-4).: P

8. Distinguaish Between Needs And Wants Ther.c
are:many things that we want, but they:are not necessarily the
things we need. For example, I need a toothbrush, but I: want
an electric toothbrush I need a razor but I. want an electric
shaver. I may need.a bicycle but I want a motor-cycle. I
may need a car but I want._ two cars. I may need two pairs of
shoes:. but I want. fifteen pairs. 1 may need a two-room flat
but I want a seven-room bungalow. I may need meat, Trice,

. water, chapattis and two eggs a; day, but I want ice-cream,
Coca-cola, cakes, candy and five eggs a day; and so on and on,
Do you see the defference between . need and wants? If we
buy. all we want, we 0bv1ously are not going to be good glvers

_ There is:no end to our wants. , Let‘us be satlsﬁcd ,yy;th_fulﬁlled
needs. Let us learn to sacrifice- at least some of our wants, so -
as to enable us o give more. . - - - ..

On the other hand, let us not overdo our giving. };rovxde
enough for your family. De- not starve your children in. order
to give more- (I Tim. 5: 8).. Surely the -Lord -wants .us to
fulﬁl our needs, -but be sure-always to put Him FIRST. _

© 9, ‘On The First Day Of The Week. Paul wntmg to
the church in Corinth said, “On -the first day of  every week,
each of you is to put something aside and store it up,...” (I
Cor. 16-: 2).'we are to give on the first day of the week, Sun-
day (Matt. 28 : 1), and not on-any day we chose or_each time
we gather. “Lét-us not go beyond the. Lord’s teaching.

~10. Refuse If Not Used As “I'Want? Many Chnstlans
réfuse to givé because their oﬁ‘ermg is not bemg used as they
think it should be used.. The reSpons1b1hty of using the
Lord s money lies with the elders and deacons as they see to
the spmtual and physwal needs of the Church (Acts 20 : 28).

You 'could of course offer _your suggestlons, but remember,
they 'know best. If the.church is young “and'does not have elders
then this responsibility lies with the" ‘men of the congregatlon

We must give even if the church is not doing ail- that we
think ‘shé should be doing. "We carnot’ glve only if it i§
being spent according to our desires.
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11. Give And It Will Be Given You. Jesus said, #“Give;
and it-will be given to you; good measures, . pressed down,
shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. ..For
the measure you give will be the measure you get back” (I;k.,

. 6:38). ,

This verse expresses some Wonderful thoughts If we givey
we will get. Not only this—but we will be-givert good measure,
pressed down, shaken together - and.to top it all—it shall be:
given running over. Consider a bucket, full of candy. If you
compress the candy, there will be room for more. “If you
shake the bucket the candy will sink lower, thus making
still more room. This is how the Lord - says -He
will give to us. He will givé us a good measure. ‘of
blessings. Then he will press down and add more blessings.
Not only this, but He will shake together and still-add Aiore.
Not only will God fill our ‘bucket’ with blessings, but He:
will give them to us running over. “What a wonderful assur-
ance. -

A preacher was invited to preach to a poor congregatlon.v
one Sunday. He took his son along. Later, the collectlon ‘box
was passed around and this preacher also put in his contnbu--
tion. At the end of the service, the congregation decided to
give the entire offering to the invited preacher so as to cover.
his travelling expenses etc. When the preacher opened the box,
do you know what he found inside? - Just the amount /e had
put in.. His son looked up at him and said, “Dad, if you; had
put in more, you would have got more.” It is true that we shall
get as' we give or reap as we Sow. |

. “He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food
w1ll supply and multiply your resources and increase the har-;
vest of your righteousness. - You will be enriched in every way'
for great generosity, which through us w111 ‘produce thanksgx-
ving to God; for the rendering of this service not only supphes
the wants of the saints but also overflows in many thanks-
givings to God. Under the test of this service, you will glonfy
God by your obedience in acknowledgmg the gospel of Chnst, '
and by the generosity of your contribution for them and for
all others.” (II Cor. 9 : 10-13).
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" Yet we should not give just for the sake of receiving, but
because we want to give. We.want to “help .with the Lord’s

work and thus show how grateful ‘we are - for what. the Lord
has done for us. This: is why we should give.

"12. Christian l’nv:lege ‘Giving is a Christian pr1v1lege
(I Cor. 16 : 1-2). If we give because it is.a privilege rather
than a command, we will enjoy giving and we will always
strive to glve more and more. We give of a free-will (II Cor.
97 7). Thé Lord’s church does not conduct money raising
fetes, raffles or dmners She does not participate in door-to
door appeals so]:cxtmg for money, .nor does she expect non-
members to contribute.. Gtvmg isa Chrzstlan przwlege

Who Gives Us‘? The Lord “glves you power. to get
wealth” (Deut. 8 : 18)." If we. realise this we will cheerfully
give more. “BEvery good endowment and every perfect gift
is fiom above” (Jas. 1:17). All we have, belongs to the Lord
anyway. Can we not at least: give a portion.of it?

The Lord Promises To Provide, “God will supply
every need of yours accordmg to his riches in glory m Christ
Jesus” (Phil. 4: 19) Of course we must give, if we expect
God to supply our needs. “No good thing doés the Lord
withhold from those who walk uprightly” (Psa. 84:11).
Here the condition is “walk uprightly”. God “‘who did not
spaie his own Son but gave him up for us ‘all, will ‘he not also
give us all things' with him ?” (Rom. 8:32). God was
willing to give us his only Son. Surely-He will"' give us every-
‘thing else that we need! - '

Have Faith. “Bring the full tithes into the storehouse, that
‘there may be food in my house; ‘and thereby put me to the
test, says the Lord of hosts,.if I will not open the windows
of heaven for you and pour down for you an overflowing
blessing. I will rebuke the: devourer for you, so that it will
not. destroy the fruits of your soil; and your vine in the field
_shall not fail to bear, says the: Lord of hosts” (Mal. 3:10-11).
The Lord wants us to venture out in faith and GIVE. He says
- He will open the very windows of heaven and pour down an
overflowing blessing upon us. Just as the Lord watched over the
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.Isrdelites during their forty years in thé wilderness, so He" will’
take care 6f YOU. Your vine will not fail to bear fruit: He will
keep the insects from eating your crops. He will make sure -
that you will have plenty and to. spare. If Malachi were

writing to us today, he might have said that the Lord would
make sure we were promoted to befter paying jobs! we need
to venture out in faith.

Unscnptural Gnvmg Means Incomplete Obedxence.
As Jesus “was setting out on his Journey, a man ran up. and
knelt before him, and asked him, ‘Good Teacher, what must
I do to inherit eternal life? And Jesus said to h1m§ ‘Why do
you call me good? No one is good but God alone. You know
the commandments: Do not kill, Do not commit adulfery,
Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, ‘Do not defrand,
Honour your father and mother.’ And he said to him, ‘Teacher,
all these I have observed from my youth.”  And Jesus looking
upon him loved him, and said to- him ‘You lack one thing;
80, sell what you have, and. give to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” At that saying his
countenance fell, and he went. .away sorrowful; -for he had
great possessrons” (Mk. 10 : 17-22). This man had been keepmg
the commandments from his youth, but he had not yet learnegi
to give. We may have believed in Christ a long time ago,
repented of our sins, confessed Christ before men and been
immersed in water for the forglveness of our sins ‘and may be
obeying the Lord in our - daily lives; _yet 1f we are not glvmg
as we should, then our obedience is mcomplete (Jas. 2 : 10),
We “‘lack one thmg —scnptural giving.

Lay Up Treasure In He_a._ven. Jesus said, “Do not:lay
up for yourselves treasure orn. earth, where moth and rust
consume and where thieves break in and steal, but lay.up for
yourselves treasure in.heaven, where neither moth .nor..rust
consumes and where thieves do not break in.and steal” (Matt.
6 : 19-20). Lay up your treasures in heaven and not on earth.
Heaven offers you the highest rate of interest! Jesus said,
“Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house.or

“brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands,
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_ Yor rny sake and for the- gosiael who will: ‘not-recelvé:a hundr-
‘edfold: niow in this time; -houses:. and: brothers:and sisters and

‘mothefs and- ‘children ‘und- lands, - with -persecutions;s -and in
“the-age"to ¢ome. eternal: life” (Mk.:10-¢ 29:31). : Cannot-this
‘verse be applied to “our. giving. up our-money for the Lord’s
sake?  If'we sacrifice our money for the Lotd’s -cause, surely
He will not let us,go unrewarded. If we give scripturally, (as
we have made up our mind; not reluctantly or under compul-
sion but cheerfully) the Lord can increase our offering a “hun-
.dredfold”. For instance, ‘one Christian may only be: able to
give ten paise and he gives that.  In the Lord’s "sight this-may
become ten Rupees. Another may: give one Rupee though:he
could easily afford to give more. In-the Lord’s sight this may
Temain one Rupee. Thus the person: who gave ten 'paise
‘actually gave more than the one who ' gave one: Rupee!. This
is only an illustration to get the point acréss. »

" Remember this “hundredfold’’ does’ not -necessarily mean
that the Lord will multiply our money a hundred times. He
may bless us in numerous other ways, some'of which we may
.not even realise or understand or expect. ' Besides this, the
Lord promises us eternal life! What else could we ask for?
Do not lay up for-yourselves. treasutes on earth because
- earthly wealth will not bring you happiness. - - - -

Naked We Came, Naked We leave, “For we brought
nothing into the world, and we cannot take anythmg out of
the world” (I Tim. 6: 7). Youwill not be able to take a
single paisa to heaven with you! All you.can dois lay up
treasure in heaven while you are living here on earth.

Learn True Values, How come you can afford to spend
three Rupees for the movies each week, two Rupees for candy,
four Rupees for novels, three Rupees for bettle-nut, but you
give only one Rupee.to the Lord each week? What is wrong?

.Learn true values in life. Learn what is worth spcndmg money
for and what is not.

- Account To God, What if.. the Lozd should ask you to
account for each Rupee that you earned" What Would you
answer Him? '
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" Withhold And You Shall Suffer- Want, “Honour the
Lord with your substance -and with the. first fruits of all your
produce: then your batns will be filled with plenty and your
vats 'will be bursting with wine’ (Prov. 3:9-10):¢‘One man gives
freely yet grows all thé richer; another withholds what he should
‘give,and only suffers want. A liberal man will be enriched, and
one who waters will himself be watered” (Prov. 11 :24-25).
‘Do you withhold what you shotld give ? A gospel preacher
was out preaching to some cangregations when he got a letter
‘from his wife stating that they were short of ‘money at home.
Thisis what he wrote back: ‘Perhaps Wwe are not giving eno-
ugh’. “What an example for us. If we are poor, perhaps-it
is because we are not giving .enough! Let us give more and
‘the Lord will also "give us more,. because He will then know
that if we are giving liberally while we are poor, surely we
will give alot mote when we are rich.

Your Offering Can Save.  Lastly, remember that your
one Rupee may save -someone’s soul, so just 1mag1ne how
-many souls your ten Rupees may save! - :

Beloved Brethren, I hope these Bible thoughts will help you
to be ‘Giving Christians’. In no way are these ideas compl-
-ete or exhaustive. Please add to these thoughts, expand upon
them, apply them practically to your lives and then cheerfully
give more. - _ .

. Jesussaid, “Itis more blessed to -give than. to. receive”
(Acts 20 : 35). ' ) ' '
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Church of Christ Church of Christ

“Box 6543 . Mannur Post
‘Cumbala Hill Jayempur-524131

- Bombay-26 - - Nellore Dist, A.P.

Church of Christ Church of Christ |

37 M.S.O. Colony
Pathanapuram P. O. . .

. Bansawadi Road
Quilon (DT.) Bangalore-33
Kerala State g .

Church of Christ

Church of Christ 9, Erran St. -
Churachandpur Pursawalkam
Manipur ' : Madras-7

) Church of Christ
Church of Christ 35, Lock Street
GNT Road ~ Kottur,
Pozhal, Madras-600066 Madras-600085
Church of Christ Church of Christ

953 Kalasiguda, Bolarum  Nongrim Hills
Secunderabad 500010, A.P. Shillong

Hyderabad Church of Christ
tti, P.O. Nilgiris

Church of Christ ' %:mlil_ Nadu g
H. No. 1-9-312/5/2 Church of Christ
Vidyanagar No. 50-753-177
Hyderabad 500044, A.P. Gooty Road
Church of Christ - Kurnool-2 (A.P.)
88 Gadwal House Church of Christ
Nampally _ Pool Bagh Road
Hyderabad 500001, A.P,  Vizianagaram-2.
Church of Christ ol Wb
Opp. District Courts Palankara -P. O.
Kannavarithota_ ‘Nilambur

Guntur 4, A.P. Kerala State

Church of Christ G, Kondur (P.O.)
Via Kondapalli Krishna District, A.P.

These are but a few of the addresses of the churches of
Christ located in India. Contact the one nearest you for

\nformation about worship- services, Bible Correspondence
Courses, and tracts, etc. .
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